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It’s Two Minutes to Midnight, Do 
\ou Know Where \our Bioregion Is? 


Bein' here in the desert and in a city 
sure makes me appreciate the lush 
forests (and rain!) of home... However, 
I have been very impressed with the 
community of folks here in the city 
who have found their home, are learn- 
ing their various local ecologies and 
are building community and defend- 
ing nature. I am also impressed by the 
desert, which despite the misnomer, is 
full of all sorts of diversity and differ- 
ent ecosystems. There is the influx of 
"snowbirds," retir- 
ees (and a handful 
of activists) from 
distant parts 
north, who are 
daily arriving to 
enjoy the mild cli- 
mate and the nu- 
merous 10-mile 
strip malls. But I 
digress. 

First, the basics... 

Bioregions are 
geographic areas 
having common 
characteristics of 
soil, watershed, 
climate, native 
plants and ani- 
mals that exist 
within the whole 
planetary bio- 
sphere as unique 
and intrinsic con- 
tributive parts. A bioregion refers 
both to geographical terrain and a 
terrain of consciousness — to a place 
and the ideas that have developed 
about how to live in that place. A 
bioregion can be determined initially 
by use of climatology, physiography, 
animal and plant geography, natural 
history and other descriptive natural 
sciences. The final boundaries of a 
bioregion, however, are best de- 
scribed by the people who have lived 
within it, through human recogni- 
tion of the realities of living-in-place. 


There is a distinctive resonance 
among living things and the factors 
that influence them that occurs spe- 
cifically within each separate place 
on the planet. Discovering and de- 
scribing that resonance is a way to 
describe a bioregion. (Source: Peter 
Berg and Raymond Dasmann, www. 
5thworld.net) 

Now, I don't want to knock anybody's 
nomadic lifestyle, but it seems to me 
that if we are gonna git anywhere with 
this little project 
of protectin' na- 
ture, revolution, 
saving the Earth 
or whatever-you- 
want-to-call-it, 
there best be a 
whole passel of us 
settled down and 
infiltrating, 
working with and 
becoming com- 
munities and 
connections and 
part of the land- 
„ scape all over the 
1 dern place. And 
T not just in the 
1 hipoisie centers of 
| the universe ei- 
| ther. (That's hip- 
3 wa-zee for those of 
you without 
much culture or 
sense of humor — you know what I am 
talkin' about — Eugene, Northern Cali- 
fornia, Asheville, etc...) It seems to me 
that our little aforementioned project 
is gonna take some time with all the 
flag waving regression back to the '50s 
that's being spread about as of late. So, 
as all y'alls attorney, doctor and spiri- 
tual advisor, I'd like to use this here 
stump/bully pulpit/space in the Jour- 
nal 'cause nobody sent in articles, to 
rant and rave and offer a little advice: 
Go home and stay home! 


continued on page 38 
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^autta Qabala Y 


by Faith Walker 


Fauna, n. animal life. to the devouring gland and allowing 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or sperm to pass freely into storage. If a 
mysterious art. snail is a poor aim or is caught empty- 

In a finale of fervent foreplay, brown handed, which is quite possible since 
garden snails ( Helix aspersa) impale each darts take 10 days to produce, it com- 
other with love darts. Being hermaphro- pensates by delivering extra sperm to 
dites, these animals sport both male and its prickly partner. This species exem- 
female tackle and swap sperm in both plifies a rarity: an intersexual arms 
directions during eight hours of slippery race in which individuals are both 
sex. Most sperm are immediately di- genders. The male portion has evolved 
gested by a specialized sperm-destroying to impart increasingly more sperm 
gland, although a few sneak past to a while the female portion has evolved 
storage organ, where they dwell for up to digest it. 
to four years. The point of 
the sharp, calcareous, centi- 
meter-long snail nails is to 
short-circuit the gland. A 
swooning snail will aim for 
the genitals, located to the 
right of the head, and push 
the dart out of its body and 
into its partner. Darts are 
coated with a slimy cocktail 
that causes contractions in 
the female reproductive 
tract, closing the entrance 




Call for Blank 
Wall Proposals 


The "Blank Wall," the center 
eight pages of the Journal, is a regu- 
lar feature that provides the move- 
ment opportunites to submit and 
publish an unedited section in the 
Journal. The intention is for groups 
or campaigns to be able to inex- 
pensively produce a short tabloid 
and have it printed in the Journal. 
If you or your group are interested 
please get in touch with the Earth 
First! Journal Collective. 

We’re Looking for a 

FewShort-Termers 

' 

In addition to our current search 
for a new long-term Journal edi- 
tor, we're seeking individuals who 
would be interested in working 
on one issue of the Journal as a 
short-term editor. This rotating 
position allows the Journal to grow 
with different voices and gives 
individuals an experience to re- 
member. The wait isn’t that long 
anymore. Think about it and in- 
quire for details! 


Dear Shit Fer Brains... 

Dear EF!J, 

I was just reading the controversy about Alexander 
Cockburn's latest screed printed in EF!, and am forced to take 
pains to remind you for about the fourth time that Cockburn 
is a very dubious "friend" of the radical ecology movement at 
best. He has a long — and often ugly — history — of attempting 
to smear radical environmentalists he disagrees with, such as 
his campaign in conjunction with Murray Bookchin back in 
the 1980s to discredit EFlers and deep ecologists as being eco- 
fascists and virtual Nazis, often on the basis of one or two 
outrageous statements by the likes of "Miss Ann Thropy," as 
if they represented the elegant philosophy of Ghandians like 
Arne Naess or Bill Devall! (References available on request.) 

Further, Ron Arnold rambles on for a good while about his 
great friendship with Cockburn in chapter 5 of his 1997 
book, Ecoterror, and Cockburn went out of his way to defend 
the wise use movement in The Nation, 8/14/95. I'm certainly 
not the first to say that Cockburn is a sort of left-wing 
McCarthyite, who, through guilt by association, will rip the 
most outlandish statement uttered by any environmentalist 
out of context, and then attempt to tar everyone else 


around — from The Sierra Club to the Earth Liberation Front — 
with the same brush. Some of you may be too young to be 
fully aware of his checkered history, and his on-again, off- 
again "environmentalism," and his dishonorable and vi- 
cious tactics. But as someone who's been reading EF.'J 
since 1984, I can tell you that you are making a big 
mistake by continuing to give valuable space to this 
horse’s ass, and it’s not as if Cockburn doesn't have an 
entire array of other media outlets to spew forth his 
views. Earth First! should be for 
Earth Firstlers, not for neo- 
bureacratic, dough- 
faced, old-school 
party-liners like 
Cockburn, whose 
writing at times 
makes Bookchin's 
look flexible and 
open-minded. 

Sincerely, 

— Bill McCormick 

KENDHJRAWA@UOIMAIL.COM 
continued on page 34 

Febuary-March 2002 Earth First! Page 3 





Shakedown at the Trailhead: 

Trail Fees and Armed Coons 


by George Sexton 

Who Cares? 

While I share the widespread dis- 
taste for paying to visit publicly owned 
federal lands, challenging the trail fee 
program was somewhere close to color 
coordinating my black hoodies on my 
"to do" list. Lets face it, what with the 
imminent death of the planet we 
should all have better things to do 
than to quibble with a greedy agency 
trying to jack relatively affluent "for- 
est users" out of some of their latte 
change. So call me a reluctant trail fee 
resister. But then something happened 
to get me riled about the Forest Service's 
"Fee Demonstration Program." 

Freddie Goes Apeshit 

My hiking partner and I were re- 
turning from a day in the field in the 
Siuslaw National Forest when we were 


greeted at the trailhead by two Freddies . 
They had evidently been aroused by 
the notice posted on our car explain- 
ing that we were engaged in a non- 
recreational activity, and they were in 
quite an agitated state by the time we 
reached them. One of the Freds was 
Officer John Pino, who is well known 
from the Fall Creek campaign for fly- 
ing off the handle at any and every 
opportunity. Well, John proceeded to 
do some fine police work which con- 
sisted of rumbling out of his $50,000 
SUV, pushing "record" on his video 
camera, demanding our identification, 
attempting to separate us from one 
another and threatening us with ar- 
rest for "impeding his investigation." 

We told him that failure to pay a fee 
ain't a crime since the Fee Demo pro- 
gram is a demonstration project de- 
signed to test the public's willingness 
to be fleeced at trailheads; that failure 


to pay a fee isn't even a midemeanor 
and hence, sure ain't arrestable; and 
that we were not there for recreational 
purposes. Never one to be deterred by 
the facts or the law, John started in on 
his bad cop routine and generally 
proceeded to act like a dolt in front of 
his camera. Later, John would testify 
under oath that his video camera "had 
failed to record the incident." Sure it 
did. But I'm getting ahead of myself. 

Origins of Fee Demo 

Those who want to commodify our 
public lands knew that they lacked 
the congressional support to send 
armed thugs to the trailheads to 
shakedown hikers for using trails that 
had existed for decades. So, much 
like the infamous Salvage Rider of 
1995, the pro-fee crowd attached the 
Fee Demo authorizing language to 
an interior appropriations bill. This 
meant that Fee Demo never went 
through an open hearing process and 
never received a stand alone up-or- 
down vote on its merits. Instead it 
piggybacked on other legislation. 

Despite the backdoor nature of the 
authorizing legislation, Fee Demo did 
come with some significant limits on 
the agency's ability to shakedown the 
public at trailheads. When Congress 
authorized the fee program it limited 
the fees to 100 "areas, sites or projects" 
and made it clear that the purpose of 
the program was to gauge public sup- 
port for coughing up a tithe to visit 
federal lands. Additionally, the fees 
were intended to be collected from 
recreational users, not from activists 
attempting to influence federal land 
management policies. 

With the sound of cash registers 
ringing in their ears, the Forest Ser- 
vice quickly proceeded to ignore all 
of these limitations on their ability to 
fleece the sheep. Trail fee signs went 
up at more than 1,400 trailheads in 
the Pacific Northwest. Paying the fee 
was tallied as supporting the demon- 
stration program, and failure to pay 
the fee was met with a $50 citation. 
Everyone who entered a fee site was 
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charged regardless of whether their 
visit was recreational, educational, 
political or spiritual. 

Gimme Money! 

As implemented on the ground, 
the Fee Demo program is as ethically 
bankrupt and physically destructive 
as the rest of the Forest Service's 
treatment of our lands. You know 
what they say about trying to teach 
an old dog new tricks. 

According to the government's 
General Accounting Office, about 20 
percent of the fees collected go to- 
ward "administration” of the pro- 
gram. In this case "administration" 
is a euphemism for SUVs, guns and 
law enforcement officers. 

When the remaining trail fee dol- 
lars do get spent on "site improve- 
ments," the projects often involve 
widening or paving existing 


hook for the massive costs of main- 
taining their bloated network of log- 
ging roads. But don't hold your 
breath waiting for officer Pino to 
start shaking down Boise Cascade for 
the costs of maintaining the logging 
road system. 

Adios Wilderness 

The spectacular Hardesty Mountain 
trail system provides a particularly 
tragic window into the Forest Service 
mindset regarding who should be 
charged for what. During the Salvage 
Rider, timber planner Wayne Kleckner 
of the Cottage Grove Ranger District 
had carte blanche to log old growth 
and roadless areas wherever he saw 
fit. Where he saw fit was in the middle 
of the Hardesty Roadless area. Well, 
how do you yard big Doug fir fatties 
out of the middle of a roadless area? 


public to use the trails that remain. 
Machiaveli would be envious. 

Legal Smackdown 

It was only a matter of time before 
someone noticed that the Forest Ser- 
vice was abusing the Fee Demo pro- 
gram as if it were a pihata full of 
cheap booze and cigarettes. In our 
case, the federal magistrate oversee- 
ing the proceedings held that the 
agency had clearly overstepped its 
authority by charging at over 1,400 
trailheads when Congress had only 
authorized the demonstration 
project for 100 "areas, sites or 
projects." Big victory right? Wrong. 

When it became clear that the 
agency was going to lose the case, 
they managed to get their friends in 
Congress to eliminate the "100 
project" restriction on their cash cow. 

So much for the "demonstra- 


trails, erecting large plastic 
signs and cutting down "haz- 
ard trees." Hazard trees are 
the Forest Service term for 
standing snags, perhaps the 
most valuable habitat for mi- 
gratory songbirds and a vari- 
ety of cavity-nesting species. 
Oh yeah, and sometimes they 
spend the dough on making 
bigger parking lots. 

Roads and Trails 

While the maintenance 
backlog for logging roads on 
federal lands is over the bil- 
lion dollar mark, the Forest 
Service prefers to speak about 
the cost of maintaining "rec- 
reational opportunities” in 



tion" angle on Fee Demo. It's 
pretty much standard operat- 
ing procedure when the For- 
est Service loses a case for 
them to attempt to change 
the rules rather than their 
behavior. Would that we were 
all so well connected! 

Furthermore, the agency is 
appealing the magistrate's 
holding to the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals. Fortunately, 
there's a good chance they 
will lose there as well. 

Fight the Power 

So where things stand right 
now is that if you've paid a 
trail fee in the past several 
years or if you've been hit 


the forest. This is much like if 
you or I often spoke of the need to 
cut down on our meager food budget 
by dumpstering while continuing to 
make monthly payments on several 
sports cars. The real Forest Service 
budget crunch has nothing to do 
with maintaining hiking trails. 

In the Willamette National Forest 
for example, back in 1960 there were 
1,600 miles of hiking trails in the 
forest, and over the next 30 years the 
trail mileage actually shrank by 300 
miles. During this same period, the 
miles of logging roads in the forest 
skyrocketed from 1 , 800 to over 6, 600 . 
While hikers are expected to pay to 
subsidize the agency's recreation bud- 
get, the timber industry is off the 


Wayne put on his thinkin' cap and 
came up with the idea of putting a 
logging road over the Hardesty Way 
trail leading smack dab into the 
middle of the roadless area. But what 
if the logging company doesn't want 
to eat the expenses of punching a 
road into the middle of a rugged wil- 
derness? Well ya give them credits to 
log more big old trees via the pur- 
chaser road credit program! 

Nowadays if you were to hike on 
Hardesty Mountain, the agency will 
charge you five dollars at the 
trailheads for the privilege. It really 
is the best of all possible worlds, the 
USFS paid the timber industry to 
wipe out trails and then charges the 


with a citation, you might 
want to consider asking for your 
money back. Next fiscal year the " 100 
project" limit will be lifted, but for 
now the Fred's really can't enforce 
the program. Feel free to reference 
USA v. Siart, number F22 97624. Be 
aware that this could change should 
we lose on appeal. 

Also, the mother-of-all trail fee 
fights is brewing in Congress this 
year. A lot of folks who are wiser than 
I believe that the Fee program will 
either be killed or made permanent 
this session. Get the latest from Wild 
Wilderness, 248 NW Wilmington 
Ave., Bend, OR97701; (541) 385-5261; 
www.wildwilderness.org. 
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Neoliberalism at Work 
in the American South, 

or. The Global Marketplace Eats 

the Mixed Mesophytic Forest for Fun and Profit! 



by john johnson, Katuah Earth First! 

The forces of global capitalism are busily eating the 
native forests of the Southeastern US at an alarming rate. 
These beautiful, biologically diverse forests are being 
converted to monoculture pine plantations, and the fiber 
extracted from them is being used in the pulp, paper and 
engineered lumber industry. Rampant clearcutting is 
decimating wildlife habitat, degrading ecosystem health 
and impacting water, air and soil quality. Saw mills and 
now pulp mills are closing down — causing widespread fear 
and economic chaos in rural communities. 

The Southeast produces 75 percent of the US wood 
fiber supply and 25 percent of the world's fiber supply. 
The corporations operating in the „ 
Southeast include (British owned) 1 he globa 
Bowater Inc., International Paper (the means disruj 
largest paper company in the world), j r j 
Weyerhaeuser (infamous exporter of 
raw logs and woodchips from the Pacific economies an 
Northwest), Willamette (also from the the natural 
Pacific Northwest), Fulghum Fibers sunnoi 

(international manufacturer of chip ** 

mills— based in Georgia), Boise Cascade, Canal Wood (a 
wood and fiber broker), Georgia Pacific and the Mead 
Corporation. Kimberly Clark has closed its paper mill in 
Mobile, Alabama, while maintaining its wood chip export 
facilities at the port. 

The most insidious and unregulated arm of the neoliberal 
pulp and paper globalists are "remote-sourcing, high capacity" 
chip mills. Chip mills have spread across the Southeastern 
landscape like a plague of locusts, devouring important forest 
ecosystems and leaving degraded landscapes in their wake. 
The wood chips are used for domestic pulp and paper 
production, as a fiber 
source for rayon, for 
engineered wood 
products and for export 
to the global marketplace. 

The chip mills are 
indiscriminate as to 
where the trees come 
from. Some logs come 
from corporate land, but 
most comes from small 
landholders and tree 
farmers bamboozled by 
industrial foresters into 
fiber production for the 
quick buck. Some wood 


death for local communities, 
economies and especially for 
the natural systems that 
support them. 



is also sourced from the many small national and state forests 
across the Southeast. 

The mixed hardwood forests of the Southeast are some of 
the most biologically diverse and significant forests in North 
America. The forest of the Cumberland and Appalachian 
Plateau has been named the "mixed mesophytic" by eminent 
ecologist E. Lucy Braun. It is thought to be the "mother 
forest" of the great eastern North America hardwood forests. 
The forests of the American South give rise to river systems 
that are now being recognized as some of the most biodiverse 
aquatic ecosystems on the planet. 

Southeastern forests were just starting to recover from 
the cut and run timber boom of the late 1800s and early 
1900s when the pulp and paper industry decided to 
refocus its operations in the South. The 
marketplace ■ different Southern forest types are pretty 
iotl and even resilient, but whether or not they can 
recover from another round of 
• if c unsustainable cutting remains to be seen, 

especially for Xhe American South, like many places 
ystems that across the globe, is considered a mere 
IheiH resource colony to the forces of global 

capitalism. The transnational 
corporations pay lip service to jobs and community, but 
are really only concerned with massive profits and pleasing 
share holders, power brokers and investors up on Wall 
Street and at other financial centers. 

In the late '80s and early '90s, Champion International 
bitterly complained about regulation of its pollution of 
the Pigeon River in the Smoky Mountains. The company 
repeatedly told its employees and residents of Canton, 
North Carolina (a typical Southeastern company town), 
that it would have to close the paper mill if 
environmental restrictions were enacted to protect the 

Pigeon River. This 
caused much hostility 
between Canton, 
environmentalists and 
the communities that 
had to live downstream 
■g. from the discharge 
I pipe. Now Champion 
1 has sold the mill — so 
| much for commitment 
-g to the community. The 
| river is still being 
I polluted, despite a so- 
I called technological 
§ improvement in the 
wastewater treatment. 

Giant clearcut in Humphrey County in Tennessee continued on page 39 


Page 6 Earth First! Brigid 2002 


The FTAA: Coming for a Forest Near You 


by Jason Tockman, 

American Lands Alliance 

A new forest-destroying trade 
agreement is headed for an ecosystem 
near you. The Free Trade Area of the 
Americas (FTAA),. a trade deal 
covering the entire Western 
Hemisphere except Cuba, threatens 
to further undermine the 
hemisphere's forests by accelerating 
industrial clearcut logging, 
weakening protection from invasive 
species and genetically modified 
organisms (GMOs) and binding the 
hands of countries from using various 
policy tools for the conservation of 
forests. These risks stem from the 
replication of many of the most 
ecologically destructive provisions 
contained in the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and 
the World Trade Organization. 
However, the FTAA will be even 
worse for the environment. 

More clearcut logging of 
ancient forests 

Logging pressures on native 
forests, including the conversion 
of primary forests to tree 
plantations, would increase in, 
critical regions of the hemisphere 
as a result of the elimination of tariffs 
(import taxes) on forest products. 
According to a US government study, 
this is most likely to impact the 
globally significant old-growth 
temperate forests of Chile, which 
harbor high levels of biological 
diversity. It is feared that the easing 
of barriers to trade would trigger Boise 
Cascade to restart its plans to 
construct the world's largest chip 
mill adjacent to Chile's pristine 
Valdivian rainforests. 

Conversion of native forests to 
export-oriented agriculture would also 
accelerate due to the reduction and 
eventual elimination of tariffs on 
agricultural products such as beef and 
soybeans. The expansion of crop 
acreage will put new pressures on 
forest regions, particularly the 
Amazon, as landless people are pushed 
further into undeveloped areas. 


Elimination of domestic 
forest protections 

Under draft FTAA rules, foreign 
corporations would be empowered to 
sue governments when they feel that 
their ability to earn a profit from their 
investment is inhibited by forest 
managementand protection standards, 
or by the return of land to indigenous 
peoples. These “investor protection" 
suits insure against not only 
"expropriation," or direct taking, of 
corporate profits, but also against 
environmental safeguards that are 
deemed to be "tantamount to 
expropriation.” This vague standard, 
well in excess of US laws protecting 
private property, has been left to the 
interpretation of unelected and secretive 


product standards or purchasing 
requirements designed to protect forests. 
For example, the FTAA could stri ke down 
the laws requiring preferential 
purchasing of recycled paper that have 
been enacted by 20 states, or the 
limitations that Arizona, Tennessee and 
NewYorkhavepassedonthepurchasing 
of wood harvested from tropical 
rainforests. FTAA rules couldalsoprevent 
countries from enacting "quantitative 
restrictions," or quotas, on the 
importation of wood products,? 
including the massive influx of heavily 
subsidized softwood lumber now 
coming into the US from Canadian old- 
growth forests. 

Under the draft language governing 
dispute settlement, governments would 
surrender adjudication over forest 
protection safeguards to unelected 
international tribunals. The 
I participation of non-govemmental 
§ organizations in FrAA tribunals will 
| probably not be permitted, even 
3, though the binding decisions by 
| "neutral panels" are not subject to 
I appeal and favor the removal of 
I environmental laws where they may; 
j | conflict with the FTAA. < i 

If the draft text is accepted,: 

Monoculture Pine Plantation in North Carolina nations will be required to allow 

the patentingof GMO's, including 
genetically engineered vascular plant 
and tree species capable of disrupting:; 
native ecosystems. ' | 



panels. As has been the case under 
NAFTA, transnational corporations 
could use these investment rules to 
overturn environmental laws and 
pursue awards of tip to one billion 
dollars. Under FTAA rules, countries 
would be impeded from strengthening 

If the draft text is 
accepted, nations will be 
required to allow the 
patenting of GMO's 

their forest protection standards, since 
timber companies could pursue steep 
compensation for profits lost. 

Also under the proposed text, nations 
may be prohibited from enacting 
regulations for forest protection, such 
as eco-labeling laws and bans on raw log 
exports, where they are deemed to be 
"nOn-tariff" barriers to trade or 
competition. Governments may be 
restricted in their ability to establish 


Take Action 

Please contact your members of 
Congress and express your outrage 
with some of the potential forest 
threats embodied in the draft FTAA 
text, as released in July 2001. 
Emphasize that a vote for more NAFTA- 
style trade deals is a vote for 
environmental and forest destruction. 
Write to your representative at US 
House of Representatives, Washington, 
DC 20515; and your senator at US 
Senate, Washington, DC 20510, 

For more info, contact 
Jason Tockman (740) 594-5441; 
tockman@americanlands.org. 

To read the draft online, visit 
www.ftaa-alca.org/ftaadraft/eng/ 
draft_e.doc. 
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It began on Decem- 
ber 18 and spread to 
the suburbs of Buenos 
Aires. Food riots and 
other examples of direct 
action were reported 
throughout northeastern 
Argentina — in Buenos 
Aires, Cordoba and Rosari. 
Looting occurred at several stores and supermarkets. Thou- 
sands of poor Argentineans banged pots and pans, de- 
manding food outside of businesses, only to face state 
repression. Stores were counseled by the government to 
not give food out independently, but often the clamor of 
the people forced them to. Argentina is Latin America's 
third largest economy, but in recent years it has been in 
serious economic crisis. The unemployment rate of the 
country is 20 percent and 2,000 people a day fall below the 
poverty line. The week prior to the rioting, a general strike 
and road blockades were gaining momentum. 

These food riots quickly turned into massive anti-gov- 
ernment demonstrations as more than one million people 
in Buenos Aires, out of more than two and a half million, 
marched through the streets demanding an end to the 
neoliberal economic policies of the International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF) and the 2002 austerity plan. In order to 
pay back IMF loans, poor nations are forced to accept 
Structural Adjustment Programs (SAP's) which mean the 
gutting of social services and infrastructure. Argentina is 
$155 billion in debt, and the neoliberal economy has 
meant suffering for the vast majority of Argentineans. 

When the government began to see the food insurgency 
for the threat it really was, it immediately tried to crack 
down on the revolt. Confrontations between demonstra- 
tors and police in Cordoba and La Plata became common, 
leaving 28 dead, hundreds injured and thousands arrested. 
It's unfortunate that these 28, who died fighting capitalist 
globalization as Carlo Guiliani did, aren't given nearly as 
much attention in activist circles. 

The government declared a "state of siege." Assembled 
groups of three or more people were made illegal and all 
constitutional rights were disbanded. The army decided 
not to aid in the repression of the populace, which led to 
a serious crisis. At this time many cabinet ministers 
resigned, and Argentina was in utter chaos. 

On December 20, President Fernando De la Rua and the 
Economy Minister Cavallo, adamantly pro-privatization, 
resigned after two years in office. De la Rua fled into a 


Argentina 

Globalization Reaches 
the Boiling Point 


helicopter to save himself from the anger of the demonstra- 
tors surrounding the Presidential Palace. The "Pink Palace," 
the Argentinean equivalent to the White House, had been 
taken over by the people. There was an air of defiance, but 
also of hope as the corrupt administration was toppled. This 
looked like a potentially revolutionary situation and the 
question became: What are we going to do next? Various 
answers came from different sectors of the population. 

Hundreds of demonstrators clashed with security forces 
outside of the Congress building when Argentina's con- 
gress named Eduardo Duhalde president (the fifth within 
two weeks) on January 1, 2002 to serve until the 2003 
presidential elections. This was clearly a move to maintain 
capitalist social "peace" and to prevent an insurrection. 
Duhalde, an old style Peronist, was forced to make cautious 
statements and to make some sort of concessions to the 
people, with empty platitudes about "populism." Hundreds 
of police surrounded the Plaza de Mayo to quell the unrest. 

Duhalde is a former governor of Buenos Aires whose 
government was frequently charged with corruption. Jorge 
Ocampo, a 38-year old electrician said, "The problem is 
that there aren't any alternatives; our political leaders are 
all either scarred by charges of corruption or seen as part of 
the system." It's clear that nothing at all will be changed 
through electing a new ruler, and what is required is 
complete social transformation. 

SAP-ping the Lives of the People 

Privatization in the 1990s under President Menem led to 
massive layoffs and price increases for public utilities, such 
as electricity and phones. The IMF made it clear that they 
were not going to lend Argentina money. In December 
2001, people not wanting their pesos to be devalued 
rushed to the banks to convert the pesos to dollars on a 
one-to-one rate. Economy Minister Cavallo made a law 
limiting the withdrawals to $1,000 a month, angering the 
middle class. This is one reason why the middle class has 
joined the demonstrations. Very few people in Argentina 
have money in the banks, and the impoverished masses are 
making more radical demands than the middle class; 
fighting for the end of capitalist injustice and for a truly 
democratic, humane and just society. 

Mark Weisbrot, co-director of the Center for Economic and 
Policy Research, a Washington DC based think-tank writes: 
"For 20 years now, Latin America has followed Washington's 
advice and slashed tariffs, swallowed IMF austerity plans and 
sold off tens of billions of dollars of state assets to foreigners." 

continued on page 40 
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Wild Rockies EF! in the Bitterroot! 


by Grumble 

This year the new administra- 
tion has launched an all-out cam- 
paign to dramatically increase the 
amount of logging occurring on 
national forests. The sale that will 
make or break this boondoggle in 
the Northern Rockies is the gigan- 
tic Bitterroot Fire Restoration 
Project on the Bitterroot National 
Forest. The agency is using the fires 
that burned in the 2000 season as 
an excuse to implement one of the 
largest logging operations ever pro- 
posed on a single national forest. 
The US Forest Service (USFS) has 
issued an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the project. On 
December 17 Mark Rey, under-sec- 
retary of the Department of Agricul- 
ture, signed the record of decision 
for the Bitterroot Restoration 
project. The decision mandated the 
destruction of 41,000 acres 
through the use of industrial log- 
ging on 763 units and exempted 
the sale from the normal appeals 
processes. Shortly there after, a coa- 
lition of environmental groups 
filed for and received a temporary 
restraining order, from District Fed- 
eral Judge Molloy, preventing the 
agency from implementing the 
project. On January 7 Judge Molloy 
ordered the Bitterroot National For- 
est to follow the normal appeals 
process as mandated by Congress. 
The Judge, however, left the agency 
with a loophole through which it 
could exempt 4,800 acres from the 
stay of action pending the resolu- 
tion of the appeal. This means that 
the USFS could have contractors 
out logging at any time in the next 
couple of days or weeks. If this 
happens, Wild Rockies Earth First! 
(WREF!) will be in the field engag- 
ing in nonviolent direct action to 
slow or stop the destruction. WREF! 
has made the defense of the Bitter- 
root its top priority. 

The USFS has based its entire jus- 
tification for this sale on the need 
to return the forest to its idea of 
pre-European invasion wildlands. 
The problem is that the Forest Ser- 


vice continues to apply the same 
solution of logging and fire suppres- 
sion that it always has. This is ironic 
due to the fact that the agency says 
these are the very things that have 
caused the forest to become more 
vulnerable to catastrophic wildfire. 
While claiming that it wants to re- 
duce fuel loads in the wildland/ur- 



ban interface, the Forest Service is 
planning most of the units outside 
of that area. The sale includes 
23,938 acres to be logged in roadless 
lands — core bull trout habitat and 
core westslope cutthroat habitat. A 
major problem is that this sale will 
remove most of the biomass that 
will regenerate the soil. The agency 
admits that only 31 percent of the 
logged areas will have effective 
ground cover. The removal of dead 
and green trees is likely to cause 
major mud slides and destruction 
of critical aquatic habitat. The 
project will also remove trees that 
provide foraging and nesting habi- 
tat for many birds that survive in 
burned areas. 

WREF! supports alternative G, 
which was put together by a coali- 
tion of environmental groups and 
residents of the Bitterroot Valley. 
Known as the Conservation and 


Local Economy Alternative, it pro- 
poses a real restoration project for 
the Bitterroot Valley. The proposal 
includes ripping and reconnoiter- 
ing 513 miles of road, some hand 
thinning in the wildland/urban in- 
terface and the creation of a con- 
servation corps to help residents 
create a fire resistance space around 
their homes. This alternative in- 
cludes no commercial logging, 
money to study the effects of fire, 
and emphasizes hiring local folks 
to carry out the much-needed res- 
toration work. It also directs the 
Forest Service to let fire function 
in the ecosystem outside of the 
wildland/urban interface. While 
this proposal makes the most sense, 
the agency is bent on choosing the 
option that includes a massive tim- 
ber giveaway. 

We have been preparing for the 
real possibility of a long-term cam- 
paign in the Bitterroots. WREF! has 
been taking the public on tours of 
the logging areas since June. We 
have given several presentations 
about the issue on college campuses. 
On Halloween we joined Friends of 
the Bitterroot and Native Forest Net- 
work in protesting the sale at Bitter- 
root National Forest headquarters. 
WREF! held an action training camp 
in the Bitterroot Valley in early De- 
cember. We are continuing to do 
field assessments of the proposed 
cutting units in support of the law- 
suit. But with logging on the imme- 
diate horizon we are also preparing 
for direct action. 

Please come out and join us this 
Winter and Spring. This is a struggle 
that we must engage in to save the 
largest intact ecosystem in the lower 
48 states from a plague of misguided 
and destructive timber sales. We 
are in desperate need of your help. 
WREF! can provide you with free 
food, training and a great time in 
the Wild Rockies. We need dona- 
tions of cash, cold weather gear, 
coffee, tea, energy bars, batteries 
and bulk food. To get involved, 
contact WREF!, POB 1742, Missoula, 
MT 59806; (406) 549-8863; 

wref@wildrockies.org. 
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Winter and Spring are critical biological times for sheep 
to give birth and raise newborn lambs, and Carrizo Peak 
within the Coyote Mountains is a known important 
lambing site. 

This wildlife recovery action arises out of a landmark 
agreement between the BLM, the Center for Biological 
Diversity, the Sierra Club, Public Employees for Environ- 
mental Responsibility and five off-road groups to protect 
more than 24 species and their habitat across the 25- 
million-acre California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). 

In Mojave, Tortoise and Milkvetch Delay 
Expansion of Army Base 

The US Army's Fort Irwin National Training Center in 
Southern California is attempting to expand into im- 
portant desert habitat. But efforts to expand the train- 
ing ground are being delayed by two endangered spe- 
cies, the desert tortoise and a plant called the Lane 
Mountain milkvetch. Environmentalists and wildlife 
biologists say they fear that the mock combat will 


News from the Desert! 


BLM Protects Endangered Bighorn Sheep 
Habitat from Off-Road Vehicles 


further imperil the species. 

Military bases already occupy about 25 percent of the 
more than seven million acres of tortoise habitat in the 


On November 30, Greg Thomsen, US Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) El Centro field office manager, season- 
ally closed two environmentally harmful roads crossing 
public land in the Coyote Mountains, near the San Diego/ 
Imperial County line, from January 1 until June 30. 


western Mojave Desert. The land currently at issue is 
home to two-thirds of the known population of the 
Lane Mountain milkvetch. 

Regional environmental groups have vowed to make sure 
that the US Army complies with all federal environmental 
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Environmental protesters march in London ALF Hits Marshall Farms 

British protesters marched through London on De- On the evening of December 5, the Animal 
cember 8 to demonstrate their opposition to President Liberation Front (ALF) raided Marshall Farms in 
Bush's policy on global warming. The Campaign Against upstate New York, rescuing 30 dogs and 10 fer- 
Climate Change, organizer of the event, called Bush a rets. The ALF released a communique on Decem- 
"climate terrorist" and urged him to join other world ber 6 taking responsibility for the action, stating 
leaders in committing themselves to the 1997 Kyoto they had outsmarted "constant security patrols... 
Protocol calling on about 40 industrialized nations to scaled the electrified fence" and had broken 
limit carbon emissions or cut them to below 1990 through one of the 50 animal shed doors to carry 
levels. The US has rejected the accord, calling it harm- out the rescue operation. 

ful to the economy and unfair because it excuses Marshall Farms is a breeder of beagles and ferrets for 
heavily polluting developing countries like India and animal research laboratories across the US, including 
China from any obligation. Huntingdon Life Sciences where workers have been caught 

The protesters assembled close to the embassies of punching puppies in the face, shaking them and throw- 

Bangladesh, Ethiopia and Afghanistan, three countries ing them against walls. 

stricken by extreme weather events related to global cii- Marshall Farms has been cited for numerous 
mate change. Letters from the marchers detailing their USD A and federal Animal Welfare Act violations 

concerns were handed in to the embassies. over the past several years, including not meet- 

The marchers, bound for the US Embassy, handed out ing bare minimum requirements, failure to pro- 
leaflets, carried large banners and pushed along a huge; vide dogs with proper veterinary care, inadequate 
inflatable globe. Other organizations participating in the cleanliness and surgical procedures, violations 
march were Friends of the Earth, People and Planets and of transport regulations, improper sanitation and 
Globalize Resistance. inadequate space. 
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protection laws. This regulatory process, topped with liti- 
gation, will hopefully significantly slow the Army in its 
expansionist plans. 

Proposed Gold Mine will Wreck Public Land 
and Tribe's Cultural Heritage 

Secretary of the Interior Gale Norton is poised to 
allow the destruction of 1,600 acres of a fragile desert 
ecosystem at Quechan Indian Pass in the California 
Desert Conservation Area. A Canadian mining com- 
pany, Glamis Gold, Ltd., wants to dig a mile-wide, 
800-foot-deep, open-pit, cyanide leach, gold mine in 
the desert. The proposed mine would destroy Native 
American sacred sites, cultural artifacts, trail net- 
works, petroglyphs, ancestral grounds and 55 
archaeological sites eligible for the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

Almost a year ago, outgoing Interior Secretary 
Bruce Babbit caved in to public pressure and denied 
the permit to mine. This past November saw Norton, 
true to form, reversing Babbit's denial and reopening 
the permitting process for Glamis. 

In a truly hypocritical stance, Norton, who 
has criticized Babbit for ignoring public senti- 
ment on natural resource issues, doesn't seem 
to care that the Quechan Tribe, local, state and 
federal elected officials, concerned citizens and 
environmentalists have all been vocal in their 
opposition to the proposed gold mine. 

Quechan Tribal Council President Mike Jackson, 

Sr., was quoted in the December 28 edition of the 
Wall Street Journal, as saying, "The Bush administra- 


tion is laughing at us. They're saying, 'We don't give a 
damn about your history.'" Willa Scott, a member of the 
Quechan Tribe's Culture Committee, has stated, "If these 
sites are destroyed, we will lose our ability to pass down our 
beliefs... We will have lost our cultural gatherings, funeral 
rituals, singing, story-tellings and teachings. Without these 
practices, our people will lose the most important part of 
who we are." 

The 25-million acre CDCA was created by Congress 
in 1976 to protect significant scenic and biologically 
important areas in the southeastern corner of the 
state, including lands in Imperial, San Diego and Los 
Angeles counties. The conservation area extends from 
the Mexican border north to Death Valley and the 
eastern Sierra Nevada Mountains. 



A 1 997 Earth First! protest 


Knoxville EF'ers Arrested for Antiwar Bill- 
board Action 

Two Knoxville, Tennessee, activists were arrested No- 
vember 15 after hanging an antiwar banner on a US 
Cellular billboard during rush hour traffic. 

Panin De Jong and Tiffany Hartung were arrested and 
charged with criminal trespassing two hours after they 
climbed up to post their sign which read: "War (does not 
equal) Justice, War = Terror, Stop This War." 

The protest was staged by Earth First!, Food Not Bombs 
and the Knoxville Area Coalition for Compassion, Justice 
and Peace, according to Nikki Larson, spokesperson for 
the protesters. 

"This is a peaceful, nonviolent protest against the 
war," Larson said. "We're not against America defending 
itself against terrorism, but we're against America killing 
innocent people." 

Three Thousand Protest at UK Esso Stations 

On December 1, about 3,000 people turned out for 
anti-global-warming protests at Esso (Exxon Mobil 
in the US) gas stations throughout the UK and Ire- 


land. A press release from the organization Stop Esso 
called the Stop Esso Day "a huge success, with thou- 
sands of people turning out in force across the coun- 
try and boycotting 300 Esso garages, all very peaceful 
and friendly." 

Drivers approaching Esso garages were greeted by boy- 
cotters, some dressed in tiger and polar bear suits. Mem- 
bers of the public spontaneously joined in the protests, 
and in a couple of instances even the police voiced 
support for the protesters. 

"Today Esso has been on the sharp end of the biggest 
global warming protest the UK has ever seen. And this is 
just the beginning. If Esso chooses to wreck the climate, 
we can all choose to boycott Esso," said Cindy Baxter of 
Stop Esso. 

According to Stop Esso, "Esso has used its power and 
wealth to run a 10-year campaign of dirty tricks to 
sabotage the Kyoto global warming treaty, the only 
international agreement to stop global warming. Esso 
did more than any other company to ensure that Presi- 
dent Bush ditched the Kyoto treaty. Esso continues to 
deny that fossil fuels are causing climate change and 
spends zero dollars on renewable energy." 
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At Home with the Flying Squirrels 


BY K bade it good night and again nestled 

down feeling safer and more comfort- 

I was snug in my sleeping bag in a able in my treetop bed knowing the 
hanging hut in the ancient forest 
canopy of the rainforest of the Pa- 
cific Northwest. And just be- 
fore I was asleep, I 
felt a light, 

quivered with J 

energy, the creature § | 

so high on life, on curi- w' 

osity, on the will to sur- * J 
vive, as it travels the ^ 
branches in its nightly forage * 

for food. 

Startled by quivering-creature- con- 
tact, I shifted and sat up. The rodent 
scampered up the tree, but just a little 
ways. Realizing I had been visited by a 
Northern flying squirrel, I smiled and 


corned me face to furry face. I think 
I'm going to stay awhile! Then briefly 
and tentatively, a flying squirrel sat 
on my face. 

The next morning I 

looked at us bravely 
with black eyes that said, "Okay, 
you can stay." 

natives felt comfortable approaching There is no question who is a guest 
me. Then it ran up my body and wel- i n whose home here. Have you ever 

seen a flying squirrel "fly"? A flying 
squirrel can leap from a tree branch 
and glide up to 200 feet downwards 
through the canopy to another tree. 
They glide on flaps of skin that unfold 
between their forearms and their sides. 

They can steer themselves left and 
right as they glide, and as they land 
their flaps come all the way out like 
parachutes and they land gently and 
stealthily on a branch. They can also 
dive-bomb. 

I'm sitting 150 feet up between the 
massive trunks of two magnificent old- 
growth Douglas fir trees and one old 
hemlock. This 96 acres of publicly 
owned, rare, low-elevation, old-growth 
forest is slated to be clearcut by Zip-O- 
Sawmills of Eugene, Oregon. This area 
was once set aside and protected as a 
critical habitat for the Northern spot- 
ted owl. The spotted owl is an indica- 
tor species, which means its decline is 
a reflection of the decline of many 
other rare species that are dependent 


Anti-GM Action Destroys Thousands of Potatoes at 
New Zealand Lab 

On January 10, thousands of genetically modified (GM) potatoes were 
destroyed at Crop and Food Research (CFR) in Lincoln, New Zealand. CFR 
chief executive Dr. Paul Tocker said damage from the attack amounted to 
$200,000 to $300,000 and could cost the research institute 10 times as much 
in lost opportunities because it had set some of the research back three years. 

Saboteurs cut their way through a greenhouse wall then systematically 
hacked off plant tops and emptied potted plants into garbage bags. 

The action follows warnings by anti-genetic engineering activists who 
vowed to rip GM plants out of the ground in response to the government's 
decision to not extend a moratorium on field trials. 

The activists got past security measures taken by Crop and Food after a 1999 
attack on GM crops at their facility. 

CFR researcher Margy Gilpin, whose program was most severely affected by 
the attack, said, "Ironically, our program is studying genetic techniques to 
help us find better ways of non-GM potato improvement Because the plants 
have now been either destroyed or cannot be accurately identified, we will be 
unable to do the tests to verify all the science progress we've made over the 
last three years." 
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on old-growth forests. 

The Forest Service is breaking the 
law by logging US Fish and Wildlife 
Service designated "critical habitat” 
and by not surveying for rare and 
sensitive species. However, the Forest 
Service continues to maintain that 
Congress has given them the author- 
ity to break the laws in order to put out 
the annual yield in board feet that 
they have promised to industry. 

Since the Northern flying squirrel, 
prime spotted owl food, is not consid- 
ered "threatened," their habitat is con- 
sidered expendable by Congress, 
though the truth is that the unpro- 
tected old-growth patches of this for- 
est are one last sancturary for these 
beautiful native aeronauts. 

And since a squirrel rarely ranges 
beyond a 30-acre area, these Fall Creek 
flying squirrels certainly will die. We, 
their human relations, can help them 
by living with them in the trees. You 
can help us by sending a message to 
your federal representatives: Stop log- 
ging our public lands! 

I am not uncomfortable or unhappy 
here on this dark Winter night, on a 
hanging cushioned platform with a 
tarp roof, listening to the radio and 
writing by candlelight. 

I am not cold or hungry; there is 
nothing I need that I don't have. I 
don't have any money, but what would 
I do with that up here? 

When I go to bed and blow out the 
candles, a flying squirrel might ap- 
proach me and run across my face. It 
might even bust into the flour bag by 
my head again. I don't mind, I like the 
little critters. 

As comfortable and happy as I am in 
their home, I know there are plenty of 
other places I could go on this Earth 
and survive. Not so for the flying squir- 
rels. If we leave the treetops, their 
homes are coming down. Our depar- 
ture would leave the squirrels at the 
mercy of the US Forest Service and Zip- 
O-Sawmill trying to make a quick buck. 

And the trees would fall. And the 
squirrels would fly from tree to tree. 
Tree after tree would fall and still they 
would flee, until nothing was left but 
the few sparsely separated trees marked 
orange in spray paint around their 
trunks, the diseased trees, the dead 
snags, the "not suitable for timber 
harvest" rejects. 

But these would be few and far be- 


tween, further than a flying squirrel 
can fly. And there’s nowhere to go, 
nothing to eat in the air or on the 
ground and there are giant industrial 
machines turning and churning all 
around. The flying squirrels have no- 
where to fly, and so they die. 

How could we possibly leave these 
trees, knowing the flying squirrels and 
their plight? 

People tell me I'm wasting my time, 
to get a "real job" and to live in the 
"real world." But what could be more 
real than the wind and the rain, the 
sway of a big ancient tree, mountains 
in the distance, red-clouded sunset, 
the hoot of an owl or growl in the 
night and the fluttery, fidgety feeling 
of furry little feet on my face and in 
the flour. 

This story was written in the trees in 
Fall Creek in 1 998 and appeared in the 
Winter 2001/2002 edition of the Green 
Canopy newsletter from the Cascadia 
Forest Defenders. It was recently pub- 
lished in the new book, A Tree is My 
Friend (Arboreous Amorous): Poems, 
Stories, Thoughts, Images, collected by 
Lee Murray, available online at 
www.ncf.ca/~bh295/treesong.html. 


Fall Creek Update 

In 1999, a lawsuit by a coalition 
of environmental groups forced 
the Forest Service to survey for 
sensitive species including the red 
tree vole (see EF!f December-Janu- 
ary 2002). A new Changed Cir- 
cumstances report was issued on 
January 1 5 indicating wildlife buff- 
ers for the red tree vole have been 
set up as a result of information 
submitted to the Forest Service by 
Fall Creek's Red Cloud Thunder 
tree-sitters and Oregon Forest Re- 
search and Education Group activ- 
ists. Twenty-five out of the origi- 
nal 96 acres in the sale are still in 
danger of being cut. Activists are 
continuing to press hard for com- 
plete cancellation of the timber 
sale and continue to occupy the 
forest. The timber industry has re- 
cently filed a lawsuit to undermine 
the Survey and Manage protocols 
and reduce protection for sensitive 
species. To learn more about the 
campaign to save Fall Creek, visit 
www.tree-sit.org. 
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NAFTA Commission 
Warns of Widespread 
Environmental Crisis 

"North Americans are faced with 
the paradox that many activities on 
which the North American economy 
is based impoverish the environment 
on which our well-being ultimately 
depends," says a report titled The 
North American Mosaic by the North 
American Free Trade Agreement's 
(NAFTA) Commission for Environ- 
mental Co-operation of North 
America. The report issued warnings 
on the environmental effects of over- 
consumption, global warming, the 
unsustainable use of resources, de- 
struction of old-growth forests and 
loss of biodiversity. It stressed the 
importance of looking at environ- 
mental problems from a continental 
perspective and it urged Canada, 
Mexico and the US to work together 
to protect their shared environment. 

The report also found that 235 
species of animals are threatened by 
pollution, human encroachment 
and farming. Half of North America's 
most diverse eco-regions have been 
severely degraded despite the fact 
that protected space has grown to 
300 million hectares or 15 percent 
of the continental land surface. The 
report concluded that the 
degredation is due to many factors 
including increasing numbers of 
visitors to natural areas, insufficient 
funding to care for protected areas 
and adjacent development that 
merely creates "threatened islands. ” 

According to the report, two thou- 
sand new energy plants, mostly fos- 
sil fuel based, are planned for North 
America. US carbon emissions from 
electricity generation are currently 
more than two billion tons a year 
and are projected to increase be- 
tween 14 and 38 percent by 2007, 

The report urges governments to 
revise their gross domestic product 
and other economic indicators to 
include the real costs of develop- 
ment and says that governments 
must put an end to "perverse subsi- 
dies” that encourage high consump- 
tion such as subsidies to the fossil 
fuel industry. 
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Diary of a Hunt Saboteur 


by Barry Bighorn Brigade 

Just eight miles south of the interstate 
that links Los Angeles to Phoenix, we 
enter the Kofa. This 660,000-acre wild- 
life refuge was established in 1939 for 
the protection of desert bighorn sheep, 
according to a sign at the entrance. 
Once plentiful throughout the state's 
arid regions, desert bighorn sheep now 
number only approximately 5,000 ani- 
mals in Arizona. Their decimation is 
the result of competition with livestock 
for food and water and the accompany- 
ing diseases domestic sheep bring. What 
smallpox did to this nation's indig- 
enous people, diseases like blue tongue 
have done to the nation of bighorn. 

Despite this, the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department, in collusion with the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service, has al- 
lowed 2,000 rams to be shot since the 
hunts began in the 1950s. Although we 
haven't heard yet how many sheep 
were killed this season, 102 permits 



were issued for the state of Arizona. 
Seventeen of those were for this "ref- 
uge" which is anything but a refuge. 
December 1, 0900 hrs: We approach 


the Kofa Mountain range from the north 
after changing a tire punctured by the 
sharp lava rock that lies in every direc- 
tion. As we round a bend in the road we 
encounter a camp of several vehicles, a 
horse trailer, mobile homes and canvas 
tents. This is the camp of Desert Creek 
Outfitters, the professional hit men of 
the desert bighorn hunting industry. 
For $6,500, Desert Creek will guide you 
on a 16-day "hunt of a lifetime" com- 
plete with gourmet meals and the vid- 
eotaping of your kill. 

Trophy hunters in Arizona, Cali- 
fornia, Nevada, Utah and New 
Mexico frequently pay tens of thou- 
sands of dollars to hunt desert big- 
horn in an effort to achieve member- 
ship in the North American Sheep 
Hunters Association's Grand Slam 
Club. Trophy hunters earn this pres- 
tigious title by successfully killing 
each of the five subspecies of North 
America's bighorn sheep. Of the five, 
desert bighorn are the rarest, with an 


Green Sea Turtles are a Keystone Species 


T coastal development, especially development that comes 

BY YNN AMILTON vvith bright lights and lots of traffic on the beach at night 

They're cute. They're charismatic. They inspire artists, during nesting season. Florida, which is a textbook case of 
But a recent study by scientists at the Archie Carr Center f over-development, became inhospitable to the turtles which 


for Sea Turtle Research, in conjunction with scientists al| 
over the world, found that green sea turtles are a lot more 
than that. § 

They also groom the seagrass beds in whidh tbly Jive, 
keeping the grasses healthy and able to sustain%iShy ptb^|j 
marine animals, including manatees, sharks, rays and a" 
number of fish that appear on restaurant menus am in bpb 
economy. When green sea turtles started disappe^ng^Thfe 
seagrass off of Florida and Australia grew too feig and 
started to rot, eventually dying. 

In the absence of grazing by turtles, the longer blades of 
grass impede the natural water currents that keejitbg sea 
floor fresh. The long blades also shade the floor from\the 
sun. With less fresh water and light, the base of the grass 
blade starts to rot. Eventually a mold forms which makes( 
the grass susceptible to disease and it dies. 


ists all h^d traditionally nested there as beachfront condos and 
: more mansions sprang up. 

An article entitled "Historical Overfishing," recently pub- 
Ylive, Ijshed in Science magazine, says that turtles and other 
marine mammals used to swarm the seas, in numbers that 
and a*' seSyfecl maritime explorers. Where there were millions of 
mbpr^TtiftfeC manatees and whales, now there are only thou- 
ig, the sinds, of^ypn fewer, of most species. Sea turtles especially 
g and continue tojjecline at unsustainable rates, the Science ar- 
y < tide .states. 

8 f | kjianwhile^ Florida is rich in artistic homage to the sea 
a turtle. Sea turtles, along with manatees, whales and dol- 
e phins, swim agfbss buildings in murals. Sea turtle sculptures 
s hold plates of nachos at' restaurants. Most upsetting to me 
makes( was the statue of a loggerhead sea turtle angel, sporting 
an£Uji ha|jp,^qijitside the Chapel-by-the-Sea in 
itions, Clearwater, Florida. T’m not content to believe I’ll meet 


For many years, scientists looked to other explanations, Cleatwa'fer,Tlorida. I'm not content to believe I'll meet 
including pollution and temperature change, to^explain extinct turtles in heaven, as this statue implies. I want sea 
the strange die-off of the sea grasses that began off Florida .Jamies back here on Earth, swarming the seas and messing 
in the 1980s. with ships, as they were meant to do. 

The true solution to the dead sea grass mystery starts For more information on sea turtles and current cam- 


with the first attacks on the green sea turtle in the 19th 
century, when they were hunted for food. Modern fishing 
technology, especially the trawl net, continued the work 
of decimating the sea turtle population in the 20th cen- 
tury. Also guilty in the demise of sea turtles generally is 


paigns to save them, contact the Earth Island Institute, 
(415) 788-3666; www.earthisland.org; or the Sea Turtle 
Restoration Project, (415) 488-0370; www.seaturtles.org. 

Lynn Hamilton is a freelance writer from coastal Georgia. 
Visit her website, www.reptilemom.com. 
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estimated national population of 
only 20,000. 

1300 hrs: We reach the summit of a 
rock crag near Owl Head. A hawk sails 
below us as we scope the surrounding 
mountains for hunters. Their tactics are 
basic, spot a ram with a trophy size "full 
curl" set of horns and then stalk quietly 
within high-powered rifle range, usu- 
ally 200 to 400 yards. Our tactics are 
simple, spot for the hunters spotting for 
the sheep and should they approach 
within range, create a disturbance to 
frighten the sheep away. 

1 700 hrs: As the sun casts blazing red 
and pink hues on the lava-strewn moun- 
tain, we scramble into position near 
Bighorn Pass. No sheep are in our sight, 
but three new 4x4 trucks with empty 
rifle cases attest to the hunters presence. 
With visibility fast disappearing, our 
efforts are rewarded with a welcome 
silence, not the loud crack of a high- 
powered rifle slug hurling towards the . 
vital organs of a bighorn ram. 

1 900 hrs: We're wearily trudging down 
out of the mountains on a jeep trail 
toward our vehicle, anticipating an en- 
counter with the hunters, whose trucks 
are parked near ours. After settling on an ' 
alibi, we greet the hunters and when 
asked, explain that we're hikers out do- 
ing a little rock climbing. Without sus- 
picion the hunters remark that they 
spotted us in the area where they were 
hunting and accompany it with the 
declaration that they've seen no sheep. 
We hope it is a result of our presence. 

2100 hrs: Wepass the Dry Creek camp 
and can see the shadows of hunters 
enjoying their evening meals in heated 
and carpeted tents as thei r gasoline gen- 
erator sputters away. We set up our 
camp a half mile away and plan our 
dawn strategy as we share a meal of 
black beans and couscous from a com- 
munal pot The moon rises and the 
coyotes sing their lullabies as we reflect 
on the day's lessons. We consense that 
tomorrow we will hikeup Hoodoo Wash 
at first light. The plan is to accompany 
the sheep on the mountaintops where 
we can guard over them should hunters 
attempt to stalk within rifle range. 

December 2, 0900 hrs: After yet an- 
other flat tire, we encounter a sheep 
hunter and his guide as they set out on 
their day's hunt. We attempt to circle 
them by ascending the southern slope 
of a horseshoe configuration of peaks. 
Once atop, we spot another two hunters 
walking empty handed back to their 


vehicle. From our position we can see 
360 degrees of mountain tops peppered 
with ocotillo, palo verde, saguaro cactus 
and the jojoba bushes desert bighorn 
love to eat. At this vantage point we are 
confident that any approaching hunt- 
ers will be seen. None are. 

1 600 hrs: A light breeze has begun to 
blow off the mountain as we begin our 
precarious descent down a steep slope 
of loose lava rock the size of melons. 
Once again, the day's silence equates 
to the lack of hunter success. This 
year's opening weekend of desert big- 
horn hunting-season is coming to an 
end in the Kofa and with it another 
day in the lives of 1 7 rams whose days 
may be numbered. The four of us hunt 
saboteurs have work and school sched- 
ules that prevent us from staying in 
the field the entire week. Next week- 
end we will return, but for now we 
simply pray for the bighorn's safety as 
we thread our way north through the 
canyon's gravel wash back towards I- 
1 0 and the civilization that encroach es 
on the bighorn's world. 

We lack the resources of the’ guides 
and hunters, but what we do not lack is 
the resolve to give these 17 rams a 
fighting chance at life. The legal slaugh- 
ter of Arizona's desert bighorn will con- 
tinue as long as the state's Fish and 
Game Commission continues to be 
chaired by hunters and ranchers. Still, 
aslong as there are a few humans willing 
tokeep alive the ancient worldview that 
sees bighorn as sacred beings with lives 

- pf their own and not just trophies on a 
wall, there is hope. 

Our rag tag campaign is the product 
of frustration. Our members have at- 
tended countless public hearings to tes- 
tify against the prostitution of our state's 
wildlife to the highest bidder, namely 
the "sportsmen” who dominate public 

- policy on wildlife issues at all levels. In 
the defense of bighorn, elk, mountain 

I lions, bears, antelope and all other 
hunted wildlife, we encourage con- 
cerned citizens to take to the field to 
jproteet our state's natural heritage. All 
that stanris i^ tMe^way^of ecologically 
responsible defense of wildlife is a good 
pair of boots, binoculars and the knowl- 
edge of hunting seasons that can be 
found in regulations available at any 
sporting goods store or state wildlife 
department. For the abolition of all sport s 
that involve killing, hunt sabotage is 
thelanguage for those who cannotspeak 

I for thetnselves. ||W' ' 


Another Eco-Terrorism Bill 

Representative Darlene Hooley of 
Oregon is sponsoring a bill that would 
establish a national ecoterrorism in- 
formation clearinghouse and increase 
federal aid for areas with high in- 
stances of "terrorism." Hooley claims 
that 100 major acts of terrorism have 
occurred in Oregon in the past 20 
years, and one-third of those have 
been in the last four years. 

Yet Another Eco-Terrorism 
Bill on the Horizon 

On January 3, Pennsylvania State 
Senator Joe Scamati announced that 
he will introduce a bill that would 
make protestors pay restitution to 
businesses interrupted by any act of 
"ecoterrorism," in addition to any 
sentences given by local courts. 
Scamati defined an offense as "...if 
the person communicates to another 
person a threat to commit, or cause 
to be committed, a crime of violence 
dangerous to human life or destruc- 
tive to property or business practices, I 
for the primary purpose of express- 
ing a perspective on an environmen- 
tal cause or natural resource issue.” 

Scamati proposed the bill in re- 
sponse to a protest in October 1998 
where activists against Willamette 
Industries' clear-cutting methods 
blocked log haulers trying to deliver 
logs to a chip mill. 

Jose Bove Sentenced to Six 
Months in Jail 

In December, an appeals court sen- 
tenced French farmer Jose Bove to six 
months in jail for his role in destroy- 
ing a crop of genetically modified 
rice plants in 1999. During the trial 
more than 100 members of the Farm- 
ers' Confederation disrupted the pro- 
ceedings and refused to leave the 
courtroom. Judge Patrick Brossier 
delayed his verdict for two hours 
until riot cops forced the protesters 
into the lobby and then used tear gas 
to make them leave the building. 

Bove is planning to file a second 
appeal which could keep him out of 
jail for up to a year, because under 
French law defendants do not have 
to begin serving their sentences until 
all appeals are exhausted. 
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House Approves More Welfare for Nukes 



Price- Anderson was just a "temporary" one died at Three Mile Island," with 
fix until private insurers gained confi- which the plaintiffs vehemently dis- 
dence in reactor safety. The initial agree, remains untested in a public 
exemption was to last just 10 years. jury trial. 

That was 44 years ago. A thrice- The whole debate is overshadowed 
renewed Price-Anderson is now slated by the escalating success of wind 
to expire in August, 2002. The 103 US power, the world's fastest growing 
reactors now licensed are new source of electricity, which is 
grandfathered under the law. But the now a five billion dollar industry 
industry wants a new generation of leaping ahead at 25 percent per year, 
reactors which it says will be perfectly Wind-driven kilowatt costs are plum- 
safe, even though some of the heavily meting, as are those from solar power 
subsidized designs are almost entirely and fuel cells. Conservation and effi- 
untested. Vice President Dick Cheney, ciency measures are already far 
among others, has made it clear none cheaper than reactor output. None 
will be built without this publicly are subject to terrorist attack. None 
funded insurance safety net. threaten a radioactive holocaust. 

The renewal's grassroots opposition None require Congressional insur- 
has been deeply embittered by the ance immunity. , 

terrorist attacks of September 1 1. The This latest Price-Anderson renewal 
London Sunday Times reported that the must still pass the Senate, wherethe 
fourth hijacked jet, which crashed in a Bush-Cheney Administration may at- 
Pennsylvania field, may have been tach it to its larger pro-nuclear en- 
headed for a nuke. Regulators and the ergybill. 

industry concede that no US reactor Building new reactors would give 
containment is designed to withstand future terrorists more chances to per- 
the crash of a large fuel-laden air- petrate a nuclear holocaust at public 
plane- But incredibly enough, the new expense. Mandating a design without 
Pebble Bed design promoted by HR evenasimplecontainmentdomeraises 
2983 has no containment at all! questions of basic sanity. 

Multiple lawsuits filed in New York What could be more treasonous? 
and elsewhere demand that operating Harvey Wasserman is author of The 
nukes be shut down. Reactors over the Last Energy War (Seven Stories Press). 


by Harvey Wasserman 

If terrorists turn a US nuclear plant 
into a radioactive holocaust, the 
House of Representatives wants you 
to pay for it. But the Senate can still 
say otherwise. 

The House voted November 28 in 
virtual secrecy to shield new reactor 
builders from normal insurance, liabil- 
ity, even if they lack safety domes to 
contain radioactive releases. 

Only a handful of representatives 
were present for the vote. Led by 
Texas Republican Joe Barton and 
Michigan Democrat John Dingell, HR 
2983 sailed through under a "suspen- 
sion of rules," traditionally used for 
unanimous resolutions to rename 
government buildings, proclaim he- 
roes and commemorate holidays. Fac- 
ing a barrage of grassroots opposi- 
tion, a very cynical nuke caucus used 
the loophole to avoid full debate and 
hide their votes on the free insurance 
ride for a new generation of reactors. 

Barton received more than $ 13 1,590 
in utility contributions leading up to 
the 2000 election. Dingell got 
$109,679. Dingell is also related by 
marriage to major partners in Detroit 
Edison, which built the Fermi nuclear 
plant at Monroe, Michigan. 

Fermi Unit 1, a breeder reactor, 
nearly exploded in 1966. That near- 
catastrophe was memorialized in 
John G. Fuller's We Almost Lost De- 
troit, from the Readers Digest Press. 
By official 1982 estimates, such an 
explosion could have killed thou- 
sands of US citizens and done $592 
billion in damage. 

But since 1957, the atomic power 
industry has been shielded from such 
consequences. Utility presidents con- 
sidered the reactors too risky, so a 
pro-nuke Congress passed the Price- 
Anderson Act, limiting the industry's 
liability. The Act's current version 
allows public indemnification only 
up to roughly nine billion dollars. 
Private citizens who lose their health, 
families or property would have to 
beg Congress for more. To this day, 
all US homeowner insurance poli- 
cies claim exemption from damage 
caused by a nuclear accident. 

But the public was originally told 
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Depleted Uranium Weapons: another 
Deadly Environmental Legacy of War 



A-10 Thunderbolt II "Warthog" 


by Almond 

‘‘From the point of view of longevity, 
DU is worse than a land mine. The 
human senses cannot detect it and it can 
cause years of agony and death for 
women, men and children well into the 
future. No law, treaty or custom requires 
the US to decontaminate 
the poisoned Persian 
Gulf environment. ” 

— Dr. Rosalie Bertell 

Every nation with a 
nuclear industry can 
make depleted ura- 
nium (DU) weapons. 

There are 19 countries 
known to have DU 
weapons, including 
Russia, Turkey, Saudi 
Arabia, Pakistan, Thai- 
land, Israel, France and 
the US, with the latter 
being the only country that has used 
DU weapons in war or outside its own 
national borders. i : • : 

US military A-10 Warthog ammuni- 
tion and DU shields are dangerous, 
radioactive materials made from 
nuclear waste. DU-tipped ammunition 
has the pyrotechnic ability to burn 
through the! steel plating of tanks. 
Seventy percent of the radioactive ma- 
terial is vaporized as it burns. This 
vapor turns into a radioactive dust 
that settles on the soil, water and lungs 


of nearby people and animals. Eventu- 
ally, it enters the groundwater and the 
food chain. 

DU ammunition has already poi- 
soned Iraq, Kuwait, Serbia, Kosovo, 
Macedonia, Bosnia, Puerto Rico, Af- 
ghanistan, Scotland and the Sudan. 
The UN has classified DU weapons as 
weapons of mass de- 
struction and called 
for banning their 
use. Italy pulled its 
troops out of Kosovo 
because of the leu- 
kemia threat from 
DU. Other European 
countries, including 
Greece and Ger- 
many have called for 
the banning of DU 
weapons. The Euro- 
pean Parliament's 
Green Group de- 
mands a total prohibition on the 
production of DU weapons. 

Federal studies now admit that DU 
ammunition contains isotopes more 
deadly than just uranium-238. The 
studies show the presence of pluto- 
nium-239 which is 200,000 times as 
radioactive as the uranium in DU. 
The US government has known about 
the deadly dangers of DU since 1991 
according to Dr. Doug Rokke, a former 
head of the Pentagon's DU program. 

continued on next page 



GM Contamination Spread- 
ing Far Afield 

The Canadian agriculture min- 
istry has monitored genetically 
modified (GM) crops for six years, 
concluding that pollen from GM 
oilseed rape travels farther than 
expected, leading to widespread 
contamination of organic and con- 
ventionally grown seeds. 

Canada's current safe separation 
distance for GM and non-GM plants 
is 100 meters for growing pedigree 
seed and 175 meters for growing 
seeds for oil or food. The studies 
have shown that pollen can travel at ! 
least 800 meters, suggesting that GM j 
and non-GM crops will have to be j 
grown farther apart or in special j 
designated zones. 

The studies also show that some 
GM plants have acquired resistance to | 
more than one herbicide by crossing j 
with other GM strains, allowing them ] 
to survive and reproduce in the fields 
for more than one season. 

GM Insect Tested in US 

In October, hundreds of geneti- j 
cally modified (GM) pink bollworm 
moths were released into a US De- 
partment of Agriculture (USDA) 
cotton field in Phoenix, Arizona. 
In order to prevent the moths from j 
escaping into the wild they were j 
sterilized and confined to four mesh 
cages which were placed under 
strict security to prevent attacks 
from activists. 

The researchers were testing the 
ability of the bollworm moths to pro- ] 
duce offspring by inserting a jellyfish j 
gene that makes them and theirlarvae | 
glow green. The goal is to substitute j 
the jellyfish gene in the moth with a I 
lethal bacterium gene that will be | 
passed on to the offspring. Once re- j 
leasedintothewildthesdentistshope j 
the GM moths will mate with wild j 
moths and decimate the population j 
by producing larvae that will die be- 
fore they mature. 

The pink bollworm causes millions j 
of dollars of damage to cotton crops | 
each year and is currently controlled 
with pesticides. The USDA is planning j 
an Environmental Impact Statement 
for an open field test of the moth 
next year. 
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Shut Down the Y4 2 

National Security Complex! 



30mm, DU-tipped anti-tank round — each 
A-10 carries 1,350 rounds 
continued from previous page 


But as recently as April 26, 1999, 
William Arkin, a former US intelli- 
gence officer, stated to the Wash- 
ington Post that people "shouldn't 
overstate the dangers of DU. " 

Britain has upwards of 100,000 
tons of DU waste piling up at un- 
safe storage sites. Thousands of 
tons have even shown up in local 
landfills. 

In 1997, a British defense paper 
warned, "Inhalation of uranium 
dioxide dust increases the risks of 
lymph, lung and brain cancers." 
The experiences with leukemia 
death rates following the 
Chernobyl nuclear disaster has 
lead many scientists to believe that 
the risks of DU-induced leukemia 
may be 100 times greater than pre- 
vious estimates. 

No one knows how much of the 
former Soviet Union and other 
countries are contaminated with 
DU weapons from bombing prac- 
tices and testing. 

Tomahawk cruise missiles con- 
tain significant amounts of DU — 
just for ballast! More than a dozen 
US cruise missiles struck the Sudan 
in 1998. In the last three years as 
many as 200 cruise missiles have 
struck Afghanistan with their toxic 
cargo. This is nuclear terrorism. 

For more information, contact 
the Military Toxics Project, POB 
558, Lewiston, ME 04243; (877) 
783-5091 toll free; (207) 783-5096 
fax; www.antenna.nl/wise/ura- 
nium/dmtp. 
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by Paloma Galindo 

You may have heard the news con- 
gratulating President Bush on his an- 
nouncement about reducing the US 
nuclear arsenal over the next decade 
from well over 6,000 nuclear weapons 
to around 2,000 "operationally de- 
ployed" weapons. The incentive? The 
US gets away with pulling out of the 
Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty which pro- 
hibits "National Missile Defense" — 
the Trojan horse for US weapons in 
space. The real kicker is that the US 


wouldn't even be eliminating those 
weapons. They would be put in stor- 
age, ready to be put back on line in 
hours. This point is not lost on Rus- 
sian leaders, who also seek to reduce 
US and Russian stockpiles, but want to 
make sure that the 
reduction is verifi- 
able and irreversible. 

Lookingbackstage, 
we found that the US 
actually boycotted 
the recent interna- 
tional Conference on 
Facilitating the Entry 
into Force of the 
Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty (CTBT). 

This sends a clear 
message that the US 
does not plan to 
ratify the CTBT and 


that it believes this treaty to be irrel- 
evant. As the Native Americans found, 
if there is no power to enforce a treaty, 
the US acts like it no longer exists. 

The US nuclear arsenal is moving 
in a new direction and is being con- 
verted into a leaner, meaner, more 
versatile arsenal of low-yield nuclear 
weapons or mini-nukes. These weap- 
ons would be built to use in cities, 
and with some propaganda prepara- 
tion and back-door pressures, the US 
would eventually get away with first 
use. In the beginning of the war on 
Afghanistan, many 
high-ranking gov- 
ernment officials 
were urging the use 
of mini-nukes. Any 
nation that stands 
against the US could 
be the next Afghani- 
stan. Emergency 
workers attempting 
to enter a recently 
nuked area would 
face widespread fire 
and radioactive fall- 
out. The contamina- 
tion would extend 
for generations into 
the future, damaging all manners of 
living organisms. 

While patriotic fervor continues to 
be stoked, the budget for nuclear weap- 
ons work has gone up again and the 
Department of Energy (DOE) has be- 



Hiroshima Day march in O'akridge, Tennessee 
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gun the process of rebuilding the 
Nuclear Weapons Complex. The Y-12 
National Security Complex in Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee, has started a 10-year, 
four-billion-dollar modernization plan 
calling for complete replacement of 
the weapons manufacturing facilities. 
The new facilities will be more stream- 
lined, allowing a higher output in a 
shorter amount of time. 

Y-12 is the last full-scale nuclear 
weapons production facility in the US. 
With unique weapons manufacturing 
capabilities, Y-12 is responsible for the 
thermonuclear subassembly for all US 
nuclear weapons. Y-12 is currently 
building parts to upgrade and extend 
the life of the W-87 (MX missile war- 
head). The new Y-12 is expected to 
play a key manufacturing role in pro- 
ducing mini-nukes. Does this make 
sense for a nation supposedly working 
to "reduce its arsenal?" 

■ j'j While at the last Nonproliferation 
Treaty Review Conference attended 
by representatives from all over the 
j globe (and of course anti-nuke groups 
tlike ourselves), I was told that "the 
US is not going to change its course 
[try external pressures alone, but by 
intensive internal opposition to its 
current course." The good news? The 
peace movement is growing, being 


joined by the environmental move- 
ment, people concerned with esca- 
lating corporate dominance and so- 
cial justice advocates. United we can 
stand before the military machine, 
and it will be stopped. , 

You are invited to join with peace- 
makers from all over the US commit- 
ted to altering the course of the US 
death machine. Join us on April 13 
and 1 4 at the gates of Y- 1 2, the rotten 
heart of the death complex. We are at 
the crossroads and we must move 
toward Life. Food Not Bombs groups 
from across the Southeast will be put- 
ting the "Not Bombs" back in FNB 
and will be serving vegetarian food. A 
troop of puppitistas With larger-than- 
life puppets and excellent musicians 
will perform at the rally before the 
action. Peacemakers of all generations 
will be joining together for this com- 
mon cause. The maximum city fine 
for arrest has been reduced by the 
Tennessee Supreme Court from $500 
to $ In April yotl can listed to your 
conscience Without breakirig your 
bank. Join us land make a stand. The 
time is now. 

For more information on Y-12 and 
the aetidn, Cbntact Oak Ridge Envi- 
ronmental Peace Alliance, (865) 483- 
8202; www.stopthebombs.org. 
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DEA Bans Hemp Foods 

The US Dmg Enforcement Ad- 
ministration (DEA) has issued a new 
rule that will make it illegal to sell or 
import foods containing hemp be- 
cause they contain traces of THC, 
the active ingredient in marijuana. 
Manufacturers and retailers of con- 
sumable hemp foods say the prod- 
ucts are no more harmful than poppy 
seed bagels, which contain trace 
amounts of opiates, or fruit juices, 
which contain traces of alcohol. The 
DEA has given them until February 6 
to get rid of their inventory. 

Critics say the DEA's action is in 
response to strong lobbying from 
the drug testing industry because 
people who consume hemp foods 
and are subjected to drug tests by 
employers and other agencies test 
positive for marijuana usage, which 
compromises mandatory drug test- 
ing programs. Critics are also con- 
cerned that the DEA has sidestepped 
rule-making procedures requiring a 
formal hearing or notification of the 
public about a comment period. 

Hemp food manufacturers and 
the Hemp Industry Association are 
seeking a formal review of the rule 
and have asked the Ninth US Circuit 
Court of Appeals for an emergency 
stay of enforcement of the rule. 

Russian Eco-Joumalist 
Convicted of Treason 

On December 24, former Russian 
Navy captain and Pacific Fleet jour- 
nalist Grigory Pasko was convicted 
of high treason and sentenced to 
four years in a high security prison 
for giving footage of .the Russian 
navy dumping nuclear waste into 
the Pacific Ocean to Japan's state 
television network. 

At his first trial in July 1999, 
Pasko was convicted of the leaser 
Charge of abuse of office and given 
a three-year sentence. Pasko ap- 
pealed the decision arid expected 
to be cleared on the grounds of 
media freedom. ,h. i t 

The Russian Supreme Court, how- 
ever-; overturned the verdict of his 
original trial and said he should be 
retried on espionage an<J treason 
charges for releasing a secret docu- 
ment detailing a military base. 

1 - :U l ~ - ' , 
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I Marched Against the Bill, 
Jail Me — thoughts on the UK’s 
New Terrorism Bill 



by Cat Hemlock 

A few months ago, the son of a 
well-known peace activist was 
stopped in London by around 30 
cops. Four cops pointed machine 
guns at his head and screamed at 
him to get out of his van, which 
was then meticulously searched. 

He was informed by officers that 
this was justified under the new 
Terrorism Act. 

The Terrorism Act became part 
of UK law in February 2001. It 
seeks to redefine the legal defini- 
tion of terrorism in order to give 
the State more power to pros- 
ecute those individuals and 
groups seen as a challenge to the 
running of the State. The new 
act defines terrorism (in the first 
clause) as: "the use or threat, for 
the purpose of advancing a po- 
litical, religious or ideological 
cause, of action which involves 
serious violence against any 
person or property, endangers 
the life of any person or cre- 
ates a serious risk to the health 
or safety of the public or a 
section of the public." 

This broad definition of 
terrorism is extremely prob- 
lematic. It means that any- 
one who acts illegally in 
order to bring about a po- 
litical end can now legally be 
defined as a terrorist. Because 
of this, the act will round up 
many nonviolent direct action 
groups who engage in property 
damage. The sabotage tactics of 
Earth First! and anti-GM groups will 
make them a prime target for this 
new legislation. , , 

This act is very much a knee jerk 
reaction to the recent resurgence of 
the activist community as demon- 
strated by the mass protests of J18, 
Seattle, Mayday 2K and Prague, as 


well as the more militant faction of 
the anti-GM movement. It high- 
lights a basic desire to punish those 
who seek to attack and condemn 
the capitalistic and fascist nature 


of the state and is also a major 
challenge to our right to protest. It 
seeks to take away our right to act 
out against the organizations; that 
are destroying life on this plahet. It 
is a further attempt by the, govern- 
ment to take power away from the 
people and consolidate it in the 
hands of the State and the corpora- 
tions, since anyone who speaks out 
against the New World Order can 


now be vilified as a terrorist. 

So I'm worried, not so much for 
myself because I know the risks I am 
taking, but more for the other people 
in my community whom I care about 
and respect. I worry about the fu- 
ture, because there is a storm brew- 
ing and I don't know the exact effect 
of this bill; it's too soon to say how 
things will go. However, charging 
people with terrorism or conspiracy 
to commit terrorism is going to stack 
the odds against them in a way that 
standard charges like criminal dam- 
age, breach of the peace and ob- 
struction of the highway will not. 
Indeed, the fact that charges and 
convictions like this were not dis- 
couraging people is partly what 
led the government to seek 
harsher punishments. 

I want to place this into a wider 
sphere of violence and terror, 
because after all, the real terror- 
ists and instigators of violence 
are the same governments that 
seek to imprison and destroy our 
activist communities. Terrorism 
is a mother watching her child die 
because she fed her Nestle milk 
formula mixed with polluted wa- 
ter instead of breastfeeding. It's 
the East Timorese being bombed 
by Hawk jets that Britain sold to 
Indonesia and the Kurds being 
killed by weaponry Britain has sold 
to Turkey. Terrorism is people dy- 
ing of cancer in Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki 56 years after the atomic 
bombs were dropped. Terrorism is 
having to live opposite nuclear 
submarines and seeing them in 
the Loch. It's the nuclear convoys 
that carry warheads frpm the south 
of England up to the west coast of 
Scotland, through cities, towns 
and villages. Imagine the terror 
that would happen if there were a 
serious accident. 

continued on page 53 


Page 20 Earth First! Brigid 2002 




WildLaw Denounces 


November 28, 2001 
The Honorable Scott Mclnnis 
United States House of Representatives 
320 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Mclnnis: 

I am in receipt of your letter of October 30, 2001, which you sent to numerous 
environmental organizations "calling on you and your organization to publicly 
disavow the actions of eco-terrorist organizations." On behalf of WildLaw, the 
nation's foremost (and best looking) non-profit environmental law firm, I am 
pleased to extend our thanks to you for your courageous stand and to set forth 
our strong condemnation of "environmental terrorism." 

We have long fought against those secretive multinational organizations that 
have sponsored "environmental terrorism" in America. Throughout our great 
land, these groups are poisoning our air, our water and our food supply. Children 
have been hurt. People have been killed. Landowners have had their property and 
profits taken from them. Rivers have had all their fish and other life killed, being 
rendered so unfit that no one is allowed to swim or fish in them. Law-abiding 
corporations have been damaged by these outlaws who do not follow the laws of 
the US. Often, these "eco-terrorist" organizations are state sponsored. Indeed, 
here in Alabama, the state itself defends every group that citizens have tried to 
stop from committing these acts of "environmental terror." 

These international organizations have cells in many countries and in many 
places here in the US. Most of them have active and heavily-financed operatives 
right in Washington, DC. These groups often do not recognize the rule of law. In 
their fundamentalist view of the world, they claim that they have more rights 
than US citizens, and they threaten that people must do their bidding or suffer 
great consequences. They target innocent citizens and even politicians who do 
not agree with them and their goals, and they use their vast resources to destroy 
the lives of those who dare question them. Therefore, knowing that these 
international organizations have the ability to take even you out of office, I must 
applaud your heroic effort against these groups by calling them "environmental 
terrorists" and looking for the support of the environmental community. 

As part of our work against terrorism, I also wish to report two acts of 
extremely costly and illegal sabotage that should be investigated as soon as 



possible. One involves the destruc- 
tion of corporate property in Massa- 
chusetts. In complete defiance of the 
law and international treaty, a num- 
ber of disguised men boarded several 
ships at night and destroyed the goods 
on board, causing a great deal of pol- 
lution. I do not know their identities 
other than the ringleader who used 
the name "Sam A." Also, in Rhode 
Island, a ship by the name of Gaspe 
was destroyed by arson by saboteurs 
who took the law into their own 
hands, contrary to everything you 
wrote in your fine letter. Please pass 
this information along to Attorney 
General Ashcroft and the FBI so that 
they can look into these illegal acts. 

Thank you. It is completely un- 
American to terrorize the environment. 

Sincerely, 

— Ray Vaughan, Executive Director, 

WildLaw 
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Loss of Biodiversity Takes 
Millions of Years to Recover 

University of California at Ber- 
keley geologist James Kirchner and 
colleague Anne Weil recently com- 
pleted a study that looked for pat- 
terns in the rates at which new 
organisms appear and disappear 
in the fossil record. They found 
that evolution does not speed up 
in response to extinctions and that 
the Earth needs an average of 10 
million years to recover from glo- 
bal extinctions, whether they in- 
volve the loss of most of the life 
on Earth or just a few species. This 
is much longer than scientists had 
previously believed, making the 
necessary recovery time from cur- 
rent human destruction of plants 
and animals extend into millions 
of years. 

Kirchner believes that one ex- 
planation for why diversification 
takes so long to speed up after an 
extinction is that extinction elimi- 
nates not only species or groups of 
species, but removes ecological 
roles which organisms play within 
ecosystems. The ecosystem must 
first increase in complexity so that 
there are niches for new organ- 
isms to fill. 


Targeted Vivisection Lab 
Goes Bankrupt 

In January, the First National 
Bank in Alamagordo, New Mexico 
announced that it is seeking to fore- 
close on the Coulston Foundation, 
a biomedical research facility with 
a chimpanzee laboratory. An ar- 
ticle in the January 10 edition of 
the Alamagordo Daily News re- 
ported that the facility and its 
founder Dr. Fred Coulston have 
been targeted by anjmal rights ac- 
tivists in recent years. Coulston had 
a bomb scare at his house and also 
received razor blades in the mail. 
The ALF claimed Responsibility for 
a fire on September 20, which de- 
stroyed a maintenance building at 
the facility and caused about $1 
million in damage. In December, 
security reported seeing someone 
attempting to break into the chim- 
panzee living-quarters. 
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A Fragile Truce 
5 acred Land ve . Logging in the Elaho 


by Jane Doe 

For more than four years, environ- 
mentalists arid loggers have been 
locked in a sometimes-violent 
struggle over a network of remark- 


building and logging further into 
the forest each year, but the ruckus 
raised by tree-huggers turned public 
opinion in BC sharply against the 
company. Hundreds of people came 
to the peace camps in the forest, 


Five areas called Kwa kwayx welh- 
aynexw, or Wild Spirit Places, form the 
heart of the Sacred Land plan. These 
areas encompass the remaining an- 
cient forest on Squamish land. "Wild 
Spirit Places have always been impor- 


able old-growth valleys in Brit- 
ish Columbia's (BC) southern jf* 00 * 
Coast Mountains. Now, 
an uneasy peace pre- Jr 
vails in the Elaho Val- § 
ley, the result of a f 

moratorium on I m , 

logging called by 1 

the Squamish fi ^ V 

Nation, which * ^ 
claims the area as 
its unceded tra- A 
ditional territory. ^ „ - 

The Elaho . ^ 

River and its V/ *!&» A* 

tributaries spent \ G, ^ 

thousands of \ j 

years carving 7 A 

bowl-shaped val- 1 

leys and jagged 
canyons from 
the coastal gla- 
ciers down to the ^ 

sea. Meanwhile, 

the temperate TJ. ^ ^ 

coastal rainforest ^ 

grewtobedomi- A 

nated by an- 
cient red cedars 
and some of the 
oldest Douglas 

firs in North »«#* 

America, the USA 

Elaho Giants. 

Environmentalists resorted to 
blockades, treesits and even 
mohkeywrenching in 1999 and 2000 
to defend the ecosystem and its in- 
habitants, including a nest of rare 
Northern goshawks, grizzly bears, 
black bears, moose, mountain goats, 
mountain lions and spotted owls. 
The logging company licensed to 
log the area, International Forest 
Products (Interfor), pressed its road- 
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VI X -U Despite mitigating 

1 factors like selective retention, wild- 

and most received heavy sentences in life tree patches arid buffer zones, 
BC courts. the Douglas Fir Loop grove has been 

! But last year, the voices of the stripped of its former lush, peaceful 
Squamish Nation stopped the welcome. Interfor loggers chopped 
chainsaws in the rainforest. Iri May off a section of the Fir Loop Trail and 
2001, the nation released a draft land- selectively logged most of the red 
use plan called Xay Temixw or Sacred cedars, Douglas firs and hemlocks 
Land. The 3000-member Squamish between Lava Creek and Bear Bluffs. 
Nation reached a consensus last Spring A handful of 1,300-year-old giants still 
after years of discussion and public stand in the ravaged cutblock, some 
meetings about land use. leaning at crazy angles, roots cut and 
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comprehensive vision for a future in 
which the Squamish Nation will have a 
major voice in managing the resources 
on its land. According to Chief Will- 
iams, the Nation's biggest challenge 
now is publicizing the land-use plan 
and gaining public acceptance for it. 
"People need to write to the Minister of 
Sustainable Resources, Stan Hagen, and 
urge the BC government to accept the 
Sacred Land plan," he added. 

The new vision for the Squamish 
people includes plans for restoring and 
rehabilitating forest and stream eco- 
systems, increasing employment in 
resource management and selective 
logging on parts of the territory. The 
way the forests are managed now, 
"three-quarters of our forest is between 
two weeks and 40 years old," said 
Chief Williams. 

Read the draft Sacred Land plan on 
the web at www.squamish.net or call 
(604) 980-4553 for a copy and color 
map. The Squamish Nation is expected 
to release the final draft Sacred Land 
plan this year. 

Contact Stan Hagen, Minister of 
Sustainable Resources for BC, and 
urge him to support the Sacred Land 
plan, PO Box 9054, STN PROV GOVT, 
Victoria, BC V8W9E2, Canada; (250) 
356-9076; (250) 356-8273 (fax); 
stan.hagen.mla@leg.bc.ca. 


Japan Pulls Ahead in the 
Cloning Race 

In November, Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi announced that 
Japan will allow the use of cloning 
technology to implant human cells 
into fertilized animal eggs, result- 
ing in combined human-animal em- 
bryos. The technology is to be used 
for medical purposes only with the 
goal of producing human transplant 
organs in specially-bred animals. 
Actual human cloning will remain 
illegal under the guidelines. 

US Secretary of Energy 
Approves Yucca Mountain 
as Nuclear Waste Dump 

On January 10, US Secretary of 
Energy Spencer Abraham notified 
Nevada Governor Kenny Guinn 
and the Nevada Legislature that he 
will recommend to President Bush 
that Yucca Mountain is an appro- 
priate site for a national deposi- 
tory of radioactive waste. He claims 
that Yucca Mountain is safe be- 
cause it is far enough away from 
any population centers including 
Las Vegas; it has many natural bar- 
riers; it is the most arid and remote 
desert in the US which minimalizes 
possibilities of water contamina- 
tion; and since 1951, the US has 
conducted over 900 nuclear weap- 
ons tests at the site and the results 
have been studied by laboratories 
and the US Geological Survey. 

The state of Nevada filed a law- 
suit in a federal district court in 
Washington, DC on December 17 
to stop the Yucca Mountain Project. 
Opponents claim the site is unsafe 
because there are volcanic cories 
and ff> faults that run through the 
mountain and there is a lot of seis- 
mic activity. Also, underground 
water travels through the site at 
high speeds which could allow ra- 
dioactive waste to escape. 

Nevada Senator Harry Reid says 
Abraham's plan is "hasty and dan- 
gerous" and that he is depending 
on President Bush to see through 
the flawed science in the report and 


trunks damaged by the logging. The 
Welcome Woman, a hand-carved tra- 
ditional cedar statue placed on Bear 
Bluffs by the Squamish Nation last 
year, looks out on the devastation. 

Since the draft Sacred Land plan 
was released, it appears Interfor has 
backed off logging in the upper Elaho 
Valley. The company made only one 
foray into a Wild Spirit Place in 2001, 
using helicopters to clearcut part of 
the ancient forest on the west side of 
the Squamish River shortly after the 
draft plan was made public. Now, 
company spokesman Keith Rush will 
only say that Interfor is "studying" 
the Sacred Land plan. 

The Squamish people are determined 
to protect the remaining ancient for- 
ests on their land. "Ninety-two per- 
cent of our territory 

is 'open for busi- I 

liams said. "Nine I 

companies hold li- *• 

censes to log in our mSF Jfcyf IS 

territory. We’re nego- W 

tiating with them to ■ iJMih 

limit and prohibit 

logging in the wild 

places." Only eight 111 -V- 

percent of Squamish 

land is still un- I \ ^ 

been developed, I 
roaded and opened to H 
resource extraction. L 

plan summarizes the 1'^ 

Squamish Nation's . 

goals, maps its land- > J 

use vision and quotes I / 
hundreds of interviews I 
with community 
members. The docu- I 
ment represents a | 


Under Arrest in the Elaho Valley, July 2000. 
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Surf's up! An Australian protester rides the bow wave of an American warship carrying nuclear weapons. 


Australian Greenies Confront Warships 


by John Seed 

This article originally appeared in the February-March 1989 
issue of the Earth First! Journal. 

On October 12, before our roadshow at Melbourne Univer- 
sity, Stella and I headed to Port Melbourne for an action to try 
to prevent the docking of nuclear-armed warships from the 
US, United Kingdom and France, here to join Australia's 
bicentennial celebrations. We watched from shore with 70 
other protesters as warships moved toward the jetties. Fifty 
people out in the water with all manner of boats, surfboards 
and swimgear tried to block the nuclear-armed craft. 

Earth Firstlers Rob Burrows and Ian Cohen swam through 
the police cordons and grabbed the bows of the USS Ingersoll, 
a destroyer carrying two Tomahawk cruise missiles, and the 
French warship Colbert. TV footage that night showed police 
zipping around in inflatables beating the fingers of the two 
with rods to dislodge them and then arresting them. Two 
Greenpeace inflatables played cat and mouse with the police 
fleet, tempting them into a chase away from the piers under 
which surfboarders waited for an opportunity to dash toward 
the warships. 

On shore, police on horses kept the gates clear. As sailors of 
different nations drove out, subversive bumperstickers were 
Page 24 Earth First! Brigid 2002 


slapped on their cars, as well as on the horses' rumps. 

Ian had followed the warships down, taking part in actions 
in Brisbane and Sydney. He and Rob had both also taken part 
in the actions against the Rika, a ship carrying rainforest 
timbers from Sarawak, which traveled to Brisbane and then 
Sydney in the shadow of the warship fleet. 

Shortly after our roadshow took us west to Adelaide, 1000 
people protested in Melbourne alongside the Ingersoll. Among 
protesters were 1 2 wearing caps of fluorescent red and yellow, 
colors that are the international symbol for lifesavers. The 12 
swam toward the Ingersoll, planning to raise a rainbow flag up 
the anchor chain, to impound the ship for bringing nuclear 
weapons into the Port of Melbourne. Nuclear weapons are 
illegal in Australia, violating 12 treaties of international law. 
One of the group made it to the ship and was raising the flag 
when the police dived into the water and arrested him. That 
day, 21 were arrested (one for discharging a "missile" — an 
apple that hit a French sailor in the head!). Meanwhile, the 
Seaman's Union refused to tow the British nuclear-armed 
aircraft carrier Ark Royal to its berth, so the ship had to cancel 
its Melbourne visit. This got front page coverage in the UK as 
well as Oz. 

Back issues of the EF! Journal are available for $5 each or $500 
for our near-complete 21 -year set. 





Montana DOL agents "haze" buffalo to a trap. 


by Dan Brister 

The buffalo appear every Fall, trick- 
ling from Yellowstone along the path 
of least resistance. They follow the 
drainages of Duck Creek, Cougar Creek 
and the Madison River. When winter 
turns fierce and snow obscures the 
grass from which their bodies are built, 
they flow out of the park — migrating 
down the watercourses to lower eleva- 
tions. This is often a one-way migra- 
tion, as they are killed when they 
follow their instincts into Montana. 

The past two Winters were relatively 
mild, with six buffalo being slaugh- 
tered. This Winter is shaping up differ- 
ently, seven have already been killed. 
We fear a bloody winter like 1996-97, 
when the Montana Department of 
Livestock (DOL) slaughtered nearly 
1,100 buffalo. 

In the wake of the 1997 slaughter, 
we organized the Buffalo Field Cam- 
paign to call attention to the killings 
and to focus opposition. Our head- 
quarters is a large log cabin on the 
north shore of Hebgen Lake, near 
West Yellowstone. Volunteers, the 
backbone of our daily buffalo patrols, 
are provided with room and board for 
their efforts. 

The work carries bittersweet wages. 
Sweet are the sunrises over the park, 
when we watch bison assume their 
daytime shapes in the emerging light, 
their silhouettes resembling the moun- 
tains behind them. Sometimes we're 
blessed with the presence of eagles, 
herons, elk, moose, wolves or coyotes. 
Especially gratifying are the weeks 


when the agents aren't around and we 
can ski backcountry "recons" into the 
park to locate shifting herds. 

To gain a sense of community, sit 
and watch a herd for a morning. On 
one patrol we watched an old bull, 
injured in a fence during a DOL haz- 
ing operation, collapse beside the trail. 
As the agents approached, six other 
bulls, burrowing their noses under his 
body, lifted him to his feet and sup- 
ported him as he limped to the safety 
of some nearby willows. 

Spending so much time with the 
buffalo deepens our connections with 
them and makes it extremely difficult 
to watch animals you recognize as 
individuals stuffed into the trap's cold 
steel corrals with 90 of their kin — or 
shot dead while grazing in a meadow 
along the Madison River. If recent 
events are any indication, this Winter 
will bring such scenes. 

During the past month, the DOL has 
been busy hazing, killing and captur- 
ing. On November 28, the DOL shot a 
mature bull on national forest land a 
few miles from our cabin. A week later 
they hazed two others to the bison trap 
at Duck Creek, then sent them to a 
slaughterhouse. On December 20, they 
slaughtered four more. This is the ear- 
liest that the killing has started in our 
five-year existence. 

We always need good volunteers, 
winter gear and donations. If you'd 
like to help defend the last wild buf- 
falo, please contact Buffalo Field Cam- 
paign, POB 957, West Yellowstone, 
MT 59758; (406) 646-0070; 

buffalo@wildrockies.org. 



Stephens Inc. Pulls Out of 
Huntingdon Life Sciences 


Members of Stop Huntingdon 
Animal Cruelty (SHAC) and animal 
rights activists worldwide are de- 
claring a victory following the Janu- 
ary 8 announcement by Stephens 
Inc., the largest investor and pri- 
mary financier of Huntingdon Life 
Sciences (HLS), that it has entered 
into an agreement to sell all of its 
stock and debt investments in the 
vivisection company. 

"We are certainly pleased with 
Stephens’s announcement," states 
SHAC spokesperson Pat Monroe. "But 
we are speculative as to whether the 
company has actually quit or if it has 
merely hidden its role from the public 
eye. We've asked Stephens to prove it 
has no connection, directly or indi- 
rectly, to HLS and reveal the identity 
of the lab's new backer. Until then, 
pressure will continue to increase 
against Stephens." 

SHAC has run a relentless cam- 
paign against Stephens Inc. since the 
company extended a $33 million loan 
to HLS in January 2001, saving the lab 
from bankruptcy after all its major 
investors quit when they became tar- 
gets of the same campaign. 

Indonesian Forests Deci- 
mated by Illegal Logging 

A report by Brussels-based Inter- 
national Crisis Group says that ille- 
gal logging and resource extraction 
in Indonesia is damaging the envi- 
ronment and creating conflict be- 
tween ethnic groups. Indonesia has 
the third largest expanse of tropical 
forest, but it is shrinking rapidly. The 
report says the problem of illegal 
logging is so serious that some of 
Indonesia's largest forests will be 
destroyed within a decade. The re- 
port claimed that bureaucrats respon- 
sible for regulating resource use, as 
well as the military and the police, 
are deeply involved in illegal logging 
and resource extraction. * : 

Last year, a clash between ethnic 
groups over land use left 500 people 
dead. Indigenous Dayaks who had 
previously lived in the forests dashed 
with Madurese settlers from an island 
off of Java who migrated to the area 
for timber jobs. ( 
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Federal Court Restricts Use of Pepper 
Spray on Nonviolent Activists 


by Legal Eagle 

The system handed down a court 
ruling on January 11 that is critical of 
police use of chemical agents in certain 
Earth First! protest incidents. While all 
of us should know that this kind of 
token deliverance of "justice" is a mixed 
victory at best, it pays for radical move- 
ments to take note of what goes on in 
the legal arena and what effects laws 
might have in our struggles. 

For the third time in two years, the 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in 
San Francisco has issued a decision 
restricting the circumstances in 
which police can use pepper spray 
on peaceful protesters. This third win 
is the latest chapter in the Headwa- 
ters Forest pepper spray lawsuit, 
which first made headlines in 1997 
with the release of police video foot- 
age of officers forcing pepper-sprayed 


Q-tips directly into the eyes of non- 
violent Earth First! activists. 

Ninth Circuit Judge Harry Pregerson 
wrote in the unanimous decision, "It 
would be clear to a reasonable officer 
that using pepper spray against the 
protesters was excessive under the cir- 
cumstances. A rational juror could con- 
clude that the use of pepper spray 
against the protesters constituted ex- 
cessive force and [the officers] were 
liable for the protesters' unconstitu- 
tional injury." 

This ruling provides helpful legal 
precedent for other rabble-rousers by 
condemning the misuse of pepper 
spray (and by association, all chemical 
weapons) in similar protest scenarios. 
More significantly, the decision also 
denies the top officers "qualified im- 
munity" protection and holds them 
personally and legally responsible, 
opening them up to the threat of pu- 


nitive judgment by jury. Qualified im- 
munity is often awarded to officers in 
excessive force cases as a loophole that 
circumvents the supposed "account- 
ability" of the state. The fact that this 
ruling denies the officers immunity 
will have ripple effects in related civil 
rights cases and at future protests when 
officers consider what brutality they 
might legally get away with. 

The legal and political climate that 
put the Headwaters case back in front 
of the Ninth Circuit should also be of 
interest to agitators. After two wins 
for the pepper-sprayed activists in the 
Ninth Circuit, the police appealed 
(read whined ) to the US Supreme Court 
in early 2001. Directly after chickens 
came home to roost on September 11, 
the Supreme Court reversed the pre- 
vious Ninth Circuit Court appeal vic- 
tories and threw the case back for 
"reconsideration." The Supreme 
Court managed this maneuver be- 
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Arsenal of today’s ‘non-letbal’ weapons 


PEPPERBALL 

Spherical projectiles 
burst on impact, 
unleashing a burst of 
pepper spray into an 
individual’s eyes, nose, I 
and lungs 


TASER stun gun deliveres 
50,000 volts through 2 
darts attached to a 5m- 
wire 


cause it had just issued an overarching 
decision in another protest case 
( Saucier v. Katz) which agreed with 
Justice Department lawyers that 
courts generally should defer to the 
"split-second decisions" by officers 
on the street. Fearful arguments of 
this sort from the powers that be are 
noticeably more vehement since the 
riotous, show-stealing anti-globaliza- 
tion demonstrations of recent years. 
In spite of this, and contrary to the 
Supremes' aims in killing the Head- 
waters suit, the Ninth Circuit upheld 
its previous decisions in the activists' 
favor even more strongly than be- 
fore. As a result, the Headwaters case 
is now on course for obtaining a 
second jury trial. 

As always in lawsuits and revolution, 
stay tuned for further developments. 
Every temporary win has the great po- 
tential to be subverted by permanent 
■ loss. The officers will almost certainly 
; appeal again to the Supreme Court. 

! Meanwhile, let's use the current turn of 
events to our strategical benefit in what- 
s ever ways possible, and remember kids: 
Lawsuits can have good effect, but di- 
: rect action gets the goods! Please get the 
word out and defend land and freedom! 
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Light Pollution a Threat to 
Wildlife and Humans 

US and Italian researchers have 
published the first world atlas of 
artificial night-sky brightness. 
They found that nearly two-thirds 
of the world's population experi- 
ences light pollution in the night 
skies. In the most urbanized areas, 
it no longer ever gets dark. In- 
stead, artificial lighting maintains 
dusk-like conditions throughout 
the night. 

Researchers have found that 
even small amounts of light pol- 
lution are having drastic effects 
on animals and humans. For ex- 
ample, lighting from tall build- 
ings confuses migratory birds into 
flying into the buildings at night, 
killing thousands of birds every 
year. In Florida, hatchling turtles 
are affected when they crawl away 
from the ocean towards beach and 
street lights. Night lighting is be- 
ing cited for the drastic decline in 
moths over the past four decades. 
It causes tree frogs to stop croaking 
to find a mate and experiments 
have shown that even dim light is 
enough to impair the vision and 
hunting abilities of nocturnal 
frogs. Biologists have found that 
light pollution has an effect simi- 
lar to habitat loss by rendering an 
area unsuitable for animals' bio- 
logical needs. 

Light at night has also been 
shown to disrupt critical hormone 
levels that affect human and ani- 
mal health. At night, animals' eyes 
sense darkness and send cues to 
the brain to produce the hormone 
melatonin. Studies have shown 
that night light causes disruptions 
in melatonin production which 
may lead to chronic fatigue, de- 
pression, reproductive anomalies 
and possibly cancel. 

Light pollution has been grow- 
ing 10 percent a year since the 
1960s and environmentalists warn, 
that it should be regulated Uke, 
other types of pollution. In 

. - 


preserve with the goal of preserv- 



The Earth First! Journal, in collaboration with Dictator Watch, intends to create a directory of 
the individuals responsible for the widespread crimes against nature perpetrated by humanity 
upon the Earth and its creatures. This directory will include the sources of death and destruction 
that come from industry, government, and other institutions. For example, many religious 
organizations, through their beliefs and practices, have terrible environmental consequences. 
The directory, which will be published in the EF! Journal and Dictator Watch (and respective 
websites) is intended to serve as a resource and guide for activists worldwide. 

We need your help in this project. Please provide 
recommendations, and relevant information, to 
submissions@earthfirstioumal.org. 


Dr. Ian Wi limit 
... and Doily 


A few of our ideas: 

Extractive: Timber, oil & gas, mining, pulp and paper, 
ranching and farming etc. 

Land development: commercial, residential/sprawl. 

Consumer: Globalization, Chain Stores. 

Biotech: Big pharmaceutical and biotech, niche genetix (GE, cloning, xeno), brain 
researchers (much neurological research involves animal vivisection). 

Other industries: Nuclear and chemical, "waste" management, automotive, tourism, 
computers and communications, media and advertising, scientists and technologists, 
animal exploitation. 

Dictatorial political systems and their subordinate government agencies: Country 
by country, starting with the countries where the stakes are highest and where the most 
environmental destruction is taking place. 

Other institutions: Supranational groupings, religious organizations, international 
finance organiztions, academic institutions, labor unions, etc. 

Any other good ideas y'all might have... 

For submissions, there is no need to limit your ideas to organization leaders. We also 
want to expose company field and division executives, lab researchers, government 
legislators and agency heads, judges and police, professors, missionaries, etc. 


For each individual, our 
goal is to compile a mini- 
dossier, including: 

1. Color photo (when 
available), full name, and 
organization name. 

2. The individual's 
compensation information 
(when available). We 
intend to point out how 
well these creeps are 
rewarded for their 
destruction by our current 
social structure. 

3. Contact info, 
including organization 
website, HQ address, phone 
and fax numbers, personal 
email, and home address 
(the latter two where 
available). 

4. Concrete examples of 

the organizations', and 
individuals', Earth and life- 
destroying activities, both 
direct and indirect, i.e., why 
they are on the list. 


To begin our systematic names and addresses campaign, we present a few of the environmental criminals who are 
leading the development of cloning. It is difficult to imagine a group that must be opposed more than the individuals 
below. We feel the patenting of life forms made by the hand of man, is an atrocious undertaking. It must be reversed. 
Until it is, we are compelled to resist, and end, these travesties. 


The cloning industry is a maze of interconnections. This 
journey through it starts with: 

ACT, in October 2001, cloned the first human embryos, 
creating six-celled blastocysts. 

•Advanced Cell Technology (ACT), 1 Innovation 
Drive, Biotech 3, Worcester, MA 01605; (508) 756-1212; 
www. advancedcell . com . 

President: Michael West, mwest@advancedcell.com 
VP of Research: Jose Cibelli, jcibelli@advancedcell.com 
VP of Medical and Scientific Development: Robert Lanza, 
rlanza@advancedcell.com 

Chairman of Ethics Advisory Board: Ronald Green, Religion 
Department of Dartmouth College, 202 Thornton, 
Hinman Box 6036, Hanover, NH 03755; (603) 646-1263; 
ronald.m.green@dartmouth.edu 
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Ann Kiessling, Cooper of Duncan Holly Biomedical, 
Somerville, MA. She collected from donors the 19 human 
eggs that ACT tried to clone. 

ACT also clones mice, cattle and chickens. To green-wash 
their image, they tried to clone an endangered species, a gaur, 
which died in two days. In response to this attempt, we must 
remind people that species go extinct because they are hunted 
and/or their habitat is destroyed. 



Michael West 


Jose Cibelli 


Robert Lanza 








Ian Milmut 


not dying, it is being killed, and the 
? killing it have names and addresses 


Geoffrey Cox 


Michael 

Bishop 


Clifton 


Baile 


Many other scientists and companies clone cattle, pigs 
and goats. 

These include: 

•Genzyme Transgenics Corp. 

CEO: Geoffrey Cox, 175 Crossing Blvd., Ste. FT T|| fj 
410, POB 9322, Framingham, MA01701; (508) 

620-9700; www.transgenics.com ^ 

•University of Wisconsin, 752 Animal 
Sciences, 1675 Observatory Drive, Madison, WI 
53706; (608) 263-4307 

I HHl Neal First, nlf@calshp.cals.wisc.edu, and 
his graduate students Gabriella Cezar, 
gcezar@infigen.com and Zeki Beyhart, 
zbeyhart@students.wisc.edu. 

*Infigen Inc., 1825 Infinity Drive, 
DeForest, WI 53532; (608) 846-0500; 
www.infigen.com 

ML* CEO: Walter Simson, President: 
IHPis H Michael Bishop 

Walter Simpson .p rolinia InC . ( 

450 ADS Complex, 425 River Road, 

Athens, GA 30602; www.prolinia.com 
CEO: Clifton Baile, (706) 542-4094; 
cbaile@prolinia.com. President: 

Michael Wanner, (706) 714-4389; 
mwanner@prolinea.com 
•University of Tennessee, Joseph E. Johnson Animal 
Research, Brehm Animal Science Bldg., 2505 
River Drive, Knoxville, TN 37996 
Lannett Edwards, 206 Brehm; 865-974-7286; 
jedwards@utk.edu and Neal Schrick, 213 Brehm; 
(865) 947-3147; fschrick@utk.edu 
Regarding pigs, two groups announced this 
January that they combined cloning with 
genetic engineering to create pigs whose organs could be 
harvested for xenotransplantation. What an accomplishment, 
three biotech crimes in one! The first group involved 
researchers at the University of Missouri and a company called 
Immerge Bio-Theraputics Inc. Immerge is a joint venture of 
Novartis and a company called Biotransplant Inc. 

•University of Missouri-Columbia, SI 10 Animal Sciences 
Center, 920 East Campus Drive, Columbia, MO 65211 
Randall Prather, (573) 882-8336; PratherR@missouri.edu 
•Immerge, Building 75, 3rd Avenue, Charlestown Navy 
Yard, Charlestown, MA 02129 

President: Julia Greenstein, (617) 241-5200; 
julia.greenstein@biotransplant.com 
The second group is PPL 
Therapeutics US, which is famous 
for its involvement in the cloning 
of the sheep Dolly, now revealed 
to have developed premature arthritis. 

•PPL Therapeutics US, 1700 Kraft Drive, 

Suite 2400, Blacksburg, VA 24060; (540) 961-5559; 

| www.ppl-therapeutics.com 

VP of Research: David Ayares, dayares@ppl- 
| therapeutics.com 


Edwards 


Julia Greenstein 


Research Director: Alan Colman, funded Dolly's cloning, 
44-131-440-4777 

•Roslin, Roslin BioCentre, Midlothian, EH25 9PS, Scotland, 
UK; 44-131-527-4400; www.roslin.ac.uk. 

Department of Gene Expression and Development: Ian Wilmut, 
ian.wilmut@bbsrc.ac.uk. 

•Geron Corp. and its subsidiary Geron Bio-Med are also 
involved with Roslin, 230 Constitution Drive, Menlo Park, 
CA 94025; (650) 473-7700; info@geron.com; www.geron.com. 
Geron, which is also involved in pig cloning was actually 
founded by ACT's Michael West, but he left in 1998. 

Moving on to cloning monkeys we have... 

•Oregon Regional Primate Research Center, 505 NW 
185th Avenue, Beaverton, OR 97006; (503) 645-1141; (503) 
690-5532 fax. 

Senior Scientist and Associate Professor: Don P. Wolf Ph.D. 
HCLD, parkerja@ohsu.edu. 

All of this brings us to the people who are 
actively marketing human cloning services. 

• RAPRUI (fertility clinic in Italy) 
www.rapmi.org; rapmi@rapmi.org 
Michael Wanner Scientific Director: Severino Antinori, 
antinori@rapmi.org., and his associate at the, 

•Andrology Institute, 2134 
Nicholasville Rd., Ste. #3, Lexington, 

KY 40503 and POB 23777, Lexington, 

Kentucky 40523; (800) 998-4567 (note 
the toll-free phone #) or (859) 278-6806; 

(859) 278-6906 fax. 

H Professor of Repro- 

University of Kentucky and Chief Andrologist 
of the Andrology Institute: Panos M. Zavos, 
drz@aia-zavos.com 

• Richard Seed plans to clone the first 
human, he has an extensive background in 
fertility treatment and embryo research: 79 East Quincy, 
Riverside, IL 60546; jseed@pol.net; seed@interaccess.com. 
Check out www.humancloning.org for more info. 

And last but certainly not least... 

•Clonaid, The First Human Cloning Company, 
www.clonaid.com is active but Clonaid has gone 
underground, opening a new secret company in the US. 
To contact them use: help@clonaid.com. Clonaid was 
founded by the Raelian cult (see www.rael.org.) The new 
secret company is run by Brigitte Boisselier, 
biologist@clonaid.com. 

Has anyone 
seen this 
woman!? 


Brigitte Boisselier 
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Wolves and Poodles 


A file-deletin', network-cloggin' wolf to the creator of 
the "Goner" computer virus that appeared on December 
4, affecting networks worldwide. 

The virus spreads via email and is activated when the 
victim clicks on an attachment masquerading as a screen 
saver. Once activated, Goner deletes antivirus security 
software and installs some software that experts say could 
later be used by hackers to launch further attacks. 

According to Carnegie Mellon University's CERT coordi- 
nation center, "numerous" large companies and organiza- 
tions reported being hit by the virus, causing some to 
temporarily shut down email services. 


A biocentric-soundin', howlin' wolf to US District 
Judge Edmund A. Sargus Jr. for recognizing the value of 
nature for its own sake when he sentenced logger Larry 
Blair to eight months in prison for illegally cutting 112 
trees in southern Ohio's Wayne National Forest. 

Noting that it's difficult to place a value on 100-year-old 
trees, Sargus said, "Trees have an intrinsic value beyond 
their commercial value." 

Four years ago, Blair had a contract to log trees on private 
property abutting the national forest, but he ordered his 
crew to tear down ribbons that marked the boundary. His 
men then began chopping down trees — some up to 100 
years old — in about eight acres of national forest land, 
yielding 28,610 board feet of lumber. 

After his incarceration, Blair will be on three years of 
supervised release, during which time he will be prohibited 
from working in the logging business. 

A killing- 
critters-to- 
save-them 
poodle to the 
West Virginia 
Highlands Con- 
servancy for reck- 
lessly causing the 
deaths of wood- 
land animals they 
were supposedly try- 
ing to save. 

The group trapped 
animals in the Win- 
ter of 2001 on land 
_ owned by Allegheny 

~ Wood Products in Black- 
water Canyon, West Vir- 
ginia, to establish that timber 
harvesting would adversely affect 
or kill endangered species. 

According to court documents, the trappings 
resulted in the deaths of one-third of the animals captured, 
including one endangered Virginia northern flying squir- 
rel, and 11 other animals — southern flying squirrels, red 
squirrels, chipmunks and deer mice. 
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Judy Rodd, senior vice president of the conservation group, 
said scientists they hired to conduct research had a state 
permit that allowed for the "taking" or accidental killing of an 
endangered species, so federal laws were not violated. 

A hypocritical, sleepin'-with-the-enemy, turncoat poodle 
to former Greenpeace UK Executive Director Lord Peter 
Melchett for accepting a salaried job with public relations 
giant Burson-Marsteller whose clients 
include Monsanto. 

Lord Melchett, who once led 
the Greenpeace campaign 
against genetically modified 
(GM) crops, will head a 
committee advising 
companies on how 
to deal with con- 
troversial issues 
such as GM 
food, toxic 
waste and child 
labor in the de- 
veloping world. 

The company — 
which has repre- 
sented some of 
the world's most 
notorious pollut- 
ers, including the 
Exxon Corpora- 
tion, Union Carbide and Babcock and Wilcox (owner of 
the Three Mile Island nuclear plant) — said Melchett may 
also give them advice on how to cope with environmental 
protests. 

A nasal, whiney, nails-on-a-chalkboard voiced, politi- 
cally flip-flopping poodle to Neil Young for proclaiming 
his support for the USA/Patriot Act at a December 1 1 Beverly 
Hills banquet where he was given the Spirit of Liberty award 
by the organization, People for the American Way. 

"To protect our freedoms," Young said, "it seems we're 
going to have to relinquish some of our freedoms for a 
short period of time." Saying that people shouldn't worry 
because the situation is only temporary, he added "These 
are our rights and we can get them back." 

A threaten-us-with-felonies-and-we'll-cave-in poodle 
to Greenpeace USA for agreeing to halt civil disobedience 
at all US military installations involved in the "Star Wars" 
anti-missile defense program. 

The January 8 agreement with federal prosecutors was 
part of a deal that led to the dismissal of felony charges 
against 14 Greenpeace activists and two free-lance journal- 
ists stemming from an attempt to disrupt a missile launch 
at Vandenberg Air Force Base in July. 

The organization also agreed to pay a $ 150,000 fine to the 
federal government, without "admitting any wrongdoing." 

Greenpeace USA Executive Director John Passacantando 
said that relinquishing civil disobedience in the protest 
campaign was a "worthwhile price to pay because we 
wanted the prosecution to drop those completely unwar- 
ranted felony charges." 





Just when you thought the postur- 
ing couldn't get any worse, the wise- 
use lobby, big timber's congressmen 
and the corporate press have made 
fools out of themselves once again. In 
December, the reactionary Washing- 
ton Times circulated reports of federal 
and state scientists "planting" fake 
hair in a deliberate attempt to skew a 
study of the federally listed Canada 
lynx. Anti-environment wise-use 
groups and congressmen 
joined the fray in releas- 
ing false information £ 

and calling for congres- 
sional hearings and ter- ( 

mination of the scien- V 

tists involved. They even \ | 

went so far as to claim V. 
that the scientists were \ 

slanting the study in order V 

to shut down millions of 
acres of public land and de- j 
stroy rural communities / 

across the Pacific North- J 

west. In the resulting cries j 

of indignation and per- / 

petuated media uproar, f 

the truth behind this so- [V 

called scandal got lost. 

The real story is that r vl&jK 

the scientists, in an ef- j 
fort to test the accu- \ 
racy of the private lab \ 
they were using to test \ 
lynx hair, sent in clearly \ 

labeled control samples. 

They did step outside the N 

established scientific protocol for 
this particular lynx study, and in 
true bureaucratic form (in triplicate 
please!), they were subjected to a brief 
investigation and the most minor 
disciplinary action. In other words, 
they should have checked with desk 
jockeys farther up the hierarchy than 
they did. 

All of this does not matter in the 
game of eat-it-all-for-the-most- 
money-now, however. The likes of 
wise-use guru Ron Arnold, Interior 
Secretary Gale Norton, Republican 
Congressmen Scott Mclnnis (CO) and 
James Hanson (UT) and Senator Larry 
Craig (ID) have all been running their 


mouths and spreading lies, fear and 
loathing regarding the so called 
"abuses" of the Endangered Species 
Act. According to the Public Employ- 
ees for Environmental Responsibility 
(PEER), Norton, Mclnnis, Hanson and 
Craig have all violated a little-known 
federal law known as the Hatch Act. 
This law was designed to eliminate 
political patronage and pressure on 






m 
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Original Tree-Sitter by WeedWood 

government employees. Apparently, 
it is illegal for a member of Congress 
to call on a department head to fire 
an employee, and it is illegal for that 
department head to receive that kind 
of communication. PEER has also 
called for a Congressional Ethics com- 
mittee investigation into the matter. 

Lost in the fray, of course, is the 
Canada lynx. It took about 10 years to 
force the US Fish and Wildlife Service 


to put the rare feline on the Endan- 
gered Species list in the first place. 
Now, right wing wackos are trying to 
sabotage studies that are just trying to 
get baseline information on the cats' 
current range and population. 

For those of you lacking any trouble 
to cause this Winter, please send ridi- 
cule and spite to some of those whose 
lies and anti-Earth bias have per- 
petuated this hoax. Ron Arnold of 
the so-called Center for the De- 
v fense of Free Enterprise wants 
\ would-be co-conspirators to 

\ contact him with informa- 

\ tion linking the scientists 

| to environmental groups 
so that he can continue to 
prove our "nefarious con- 
trol over federal agencies." 
Drop Ron a note and tell 
- I him what you think! His 

\ special email account for 

\ this "investigation" is 

\ lynx-links@cdfe. org. 

\ Ron says "Messages 

\ will be forwarded to 

law enforcement 
and legislative per- 
: ; J sonnel for investi- 

/ gation. Hate mail 
and hoaxes will be 
forwarded to the 
FBI." You can also 
send email to the mo- 
rons who pass as re- 
!n\J porters and editors at 

J the Washington Times. 

// Address email messages 

/ to letters@washington 
/ times.com and Deputy 
/ Managing Editor Fran 
/ Coombs, fcoombs@washing 
tontimes.com and Editorial Page 
Editor Helle Bering, hbering@ 
washingtontimes.com. Please also 
feel free to drop Representative 
Mclnnis (or any other elected bozo) 
a line and share your thoughts. Rep- 
resentative Scott Mclnnis, Subcom- 
mittee on Forests and Forest Health 
Chairman, 320 Cannon House Of- 
fice Bldg, Washington, DC 20515. 

For more information contact PEER, 
2001 S St. NW, Ste. 570, Washington, 
DC 20009, (202) 265-7337; info@ 
peer.org; www.peer.org. 
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BIOLOGICAL STUDY OF BEAR 
AM) HUMAN CONTACT IN THE 
NW ROCKIES 


ARMED 

WITH 

VISIONS 


Clean as cut glass 

& just as dangerous 


Up in the hills of 
Idaho and Montana 
where only old man 
Gri//jy and “Crazy Yet’ 


GOING, going, gone 

The woods I knew as a child have been cut 
and are no more. 

They've been replaced in the name of progress: 
a strip mall, condos, a Wal-Mart store. 

Can't find a nurse log to look under, or soft 
moss to curl up on. 

I listen, but can no longer hear the forest's song. 

Going, Going, Gone 

The stillness and security of those silent sentinels 
among which I hid. 

From my parents, siblings, or other neighborhood kids. 
Oh, the sights and smells of those familiar woods. 

If only I can, if only I could, go back 
and be so carefree. 

Barefoot and happy, where I could be just me 
Wandering, wondering, silently, or perhaps out loud. 
Lost among the oaks that reached to the clouds. 

Going, Going, Gone 

Those days of my youth are now just a nostalgic song. 

I can revisit them now and then, but not for long. 

But the woods no longer can I see. 

The grandeur of their presence is now just a memory. 
No more to feel the falling leaves beneath my feet, 
or to hear the chickadee's song. 

Going Going Gone 

THE COURIER'S 

QUANDARY 


Gri/ sits on 


after fire and rai 
Man and Bear a 
live together. 


find common 
feeding habits. 


Stan Wilson 


How do you market whatmatters most? 
Hard to swallow insights, 
served-up with self evident assignments, 
Revolution wlt^no profit. 

Dreams thaf.^wm freely without steep, 
An artful lift that few may ever see. 
Restoration requiring sweat and toil. 
Hope without logic or, reason, 

Revolution without profit, 

A theatre of truth with no way out. 

A sixpack of enchantment, 

A round of responsibility, 

A baggie stuffed with purpose. 

And who will pay 

For the challenges and struggles 

That make us worthy, 

Of the darkest nights 

That define our brightest days. 

Who will name this great hunger. 

And who will feed it? 

Who will name the cure, 

And who will admit to needing it? 

—Jesse Wolf Hardin 


DWKjr 


How do you package what really needs sending? I 
Solitude, which no one but one's self can deliver, 
Salvation slipping through the cracks of every box. 
Sentience that can bring pain as well as joy 
to anyone who picks it up. 

A dream feral as bobcats in the suburbs, 

A wildness too big to contain. 

How does one mail awakeness, 

When it can infect office clerks and web servers 
And who then take off their uniforms to play? 

The e-mail queues bursting with crazy-eyed salmon. 
Fur and feathers no stamp will stick to. 

Mountains too heavy to lift or weigh. 

Rivers that soak through their wrappings, 

Crawdads scurrying to escape the fluorescent lights, 
Hormone-addled elk running madly down the aisles. 


SOUTHERN UTAH SUNRISE 


id in my sleeping 
wdtcK'id the.su n rise ovd/tbevalleu 

A .r f J : k VI ft,'- 1 i 


Curious it - dny sco 
uns q&i/f 


s rraght lay by my feet 


Tbe redt^l ^ 

It is liicfe'this 

In the ^c^^ po^Te v m6mtng the reality of heaven 

Then the sco^^f bacon Ifryingfever an open fire 
the taste of cold Mexican Deer 
the laughter of friends 
And the coolness of the Colorado waters 
enveloping my sand stained body on the way to the sea 

Or so I like V ".J6& 

- ;t m 

This is the 
Things are a. 
open, fri 
and full 


:4.. a . 

^ s they should be ^ ^ 


Why should the re 

In the isolation of the Sandstone it is < 
on to such ideas 




— Bart Semcer 



JETS 


(under the flight path/SF to LA) 


m 






W* 


Ashes in the fi0pjt \SjQf 
pale from last night's burn. 


Our bags damp with the chffl 
of a land not out bwj^- : 

We wake without sang.,. ' 

The sky Metes' , / - * 


from the savage arteries of morning. 

Redwoods swaying in the wind 

make ratchet, SdumP^T 

like the clocks that tick inside bombs. 


Then we hear it. 

Echoing far up the canyon 
whose chert outcrops rise 
strata on strata 
like a geologist's open tombs. 

The vaporous whinnies of engines! 

Jets clutchingtin their talcmkg 
bushels of ari^L’^M ' 

Their limp bodies gone rigid in death. 

Startled bluejays screecn & rage. 

Does, fat with ygungpcrouch instinctively 
amid buckbrush & manzanita. 


While 

underneath 
the spirit voitehSePof 
pretend sleep. 





beauty 

ur 


Somnambulists poised in Weir silos 


gathering 
the magma 


manitas 



—Art | 

Union of Street Poets (Ret.) 
Kuksu Brigade 

4may50001 


Send poems to 
Warrior Poets Society 


P. O. Box 14501 


Berkeley CA 94712-5501 
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Greetings All, 

I'd like to respond to 
Critter's — my co-defendant — 
critiques of my statement at 
sentencing. He's right. I was 
attempting to get across to 
the court and all those listen- 
ing that sabotage, my action 
in particular, are the actions 
of desperation, actions taken 
because all else has failed. For 
me these actions are the lesser 
of two evils. I wish that they 
weren't necessary. But they 
are. We have no choice but to 
fight. Literally, fight, in the 
physical sense of the word. 
There is too much at stake for 
us to be tame in our struggles. 

For years, decades, we have 
pleaded and petitioned those 
in power, those responsible for 
injustice, genocide and 
ecocide. This pleading has gone 
unanswered. It is time to use 
actions that can not be ignored. 
In defense of life, these actions 
are justified. "Strike a match, 
light a fuse. We only have the 
Earth to lose." 

Don't get caught, 

— Free 

Dear SFB, 

If radicals don't seize this 
moment's opening and op- 
portunity then the Trade 
Center dead will have died 
in vain. 

We have to explain to ev- 
eryone why we seek to bring 
down civilization, as we know 
it. We have to put the prime 
equation deeper into public 
awareness. US corporate and 
military domination will 
equal global death through 


ecological collapse and social 
disintegration. Only a total 
attack on all industry — the 
permanent death of the whole 
concept of industrialism — 
will equal the end of US cor- 
porate and military domina- 
tion. Massive suffering will 
result from a collapse of in- 
dustrial economies. Massive 
suffering and ecocide will re- 
sult from a continuation of 
industrial economies (US- 
type development). 

If the first casualty of war is 
the truth, then we better be- 
come medics fast. A lot 
changed on September 11, 
there is a hole in the Matrix 
big enough to drive-by a revo- 
lutionary change of con- 
sciousness and even a real 
revolution too. All of the 
communiques of ELF and ALF 
and almost every other 
anonymous group we have 
learned of have all been well- 
written, restrained and from 
the heart. One hopes that ELF, 
ALF and all the righteous en- 
ergy building up among 
youth who want to try their 
own way will keep on and 
seek creative appropriate tar- 
gets. Keep the rad dialogue 
alive. Continue to be careful 
of all life, yourself (kind of) 
and consider the conse- 
quences of direct action. 

Earth is for Liberating... the 
Possibility of Joy... Joy is Lib- 
erating the Earth. 

Sharpen your claws and 
hone "The Pack." The Oil 
Barons are coming back. 

Love, 

—ELF 


Dear EF!J, 

The James Bell essay on the 
"Technological Singularity" 
trend that has almost en- 
gulfed us was very valuable. 
Of course, The End of Nature 
by Bill McKibben alluded to 
the theme 13 years ago... but 
Bell does us a service by hint- 
ing at the emerging ramifica- 
tions and dangers. But he 
doesn't mention one very 
specific vector that is usher- 
ing in the hellish scenario 
where there will be no mean- 
ingful distinction at all be- 
tween nature and technology: 
microwave pollution from the 
wireless revolution. 

Radiofrequency pollution 
has obviously increased tre- 
mendously in the last 10 
years, and everyone is brain- 
washed to regard it as harm- 
less. Just like in the '50s — 
everyone thought that pesti- 
cides and radioactivity 
couldn't really contaminate 
the Earth or hurt people in 
any serious fashion. Now, we 
see such naivete as incompre- 
hensible lunacy. Some of us 
are aware of scientific evi- 
dence that even low levels of 
exposure to microwaves are 
biologically harmful to all 
sorts of tissues — they some- 
how increase the permeabil- 
ity of the blood-brain barrier. 
There is evidence that people 
are already being sickened by 
the invisible hazards of mi- 
crowaves — with the pathol- 
ogy usually not understood 
by the medical industry. The 
people are being brainwashed 
into clamoring for the luxury 
and convenience of instant 
information everywhere. We 
are being seduced or manipu- 
lated into cell phone reliance 
and therefore tolerance for 
communications towers ev- 
erywhere. We are conditioned 
to go along and not question 
what these towers do to birds, 
bees, animals and people. Our 
consumer dollars are paying 
for an all-penetrating com- 
munication system that will 
benefit the police state of to- 
tal control. But people will 
become sicker and sicker, and 
the system will exploit that 
problem for its own aggran- 


dizement. The health of the 
masses will decline, and when 
millions of people face 
chronic, intractable, mysteri- 
ous illness, they will surely 
clamor for genetic engineer- 
ing. Industry will come for- 
ward with some gene therapy 
for asthma, for example, 
which has been increasing ex- 
ponentially... Yes, with all 
forms of human genetic engi- 
neering — that will be intro- 
duced as therapeutic, hu- 
manitarian and salvefic — we 
cross the border into the hell 
of the end of nature. 

For more information, 
please contact Cellular Phone 
Taskforce, POB 1337, 
Mendocino, CA 95460. 

— Robin Cohen 

Dear SFB, 

This is a response to 
Marilyn (may you soon be 
free!) in Samhain who asked 
how we can be environmen- 
talists in Israel while the is- 
sue of Palestinian indepen- 
dence remains unsettled. 

Simply, we are environ- 
mentalists here because we 
are environmentalists wher- 
ever we find ourselves. If our 
planet is to have a future ev- 
eryone must be one nowa- 
days. Should Americans stop 
working for the environment 
because the US is bombing 
Afghanistan, or is, more to 
the point here, occupying 
Indian land? 

The whole world is in dis- 
pute over land, and no one 
can sort it out. We feel it is 
time to move beyond nation- 
alist thinking and into the 
bio-regional. Once we tried 
to research water quality here, 
but could only find discus- 
sion of "Arab water" versus 
"Jewish water." This helps 
water quality not at all. What 
does it avail to fight for a 
nation if there's no Earth left? 
Earth First!, remember? 

Our hearts ache with our 
passionate desire for justice 
for all the people here, Jews, 
Arabs and others, and break 
over the reality. As in the US, 
many people here long for 
peace with nature and their 
neighbors, but governments 
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and terrorists prevent its com- 
ing. Environmental action is 
one of the few areas where 
Jews and Arabs have been able 
to cooperate in Israel. There 
is also a struggling regional 
eco-peace movement that of- 
fers a more positive vision for 
the future than either Jewish 
or Arab nationalism. 

To quote a popular Israeli 
song, "No one is leaving 
here.. .so start loving." 

Forthe Earth and its humans, 
— Shmuel and Allison Ofanansky 

Greetings! 

I , Andrew Quinn, am a 36- 
year teacher in Dekalb County 
schools. I have two young 
sons and live in Chamblee, 
Georgia near Atlanta. I had 
vaguely heard of Earth First!, 
mostly negative, until I de- 
cided to investigate for my- 
self. There is a tremendous 
amount of conspicuous con- 
sumption in the Atlanta area. 
The amount of development 
and sprawl here is intense and 
often stultifying. I read the 
story of the sentencing of 
"Free" and "Critter" from Eu- 
gene, Oregon. I have felt what 
they have felt. A war is being 
waged upon our planet with 
no regards to long-term con- 
sequences. I don’t speak of 
my views often in my subur- 
ban community, and when I 
do, people look at you like 
you are crazy. Keep preach- 
ing y'all's message. As a 
Roman Catholic, I have no 
choice but to exercise stew- 
ardship for creation, not 
exploiting it for one's short- 
term gratification. I am ap- 
palled, disturbed, but now 
motivated by what you are 
doing at Earth First!; many of 
the greats were also called 
subversive in their lifetimes. 

Keep it up! 

— Andrew Quinn 

Shit Fer Brains, 

Your terrorist website has 
been reported to the FBI. 

— JR Swenson 
;rswenson@home.com 

Greetings, 

I work for the Montana 
Democratic Party. I am also a 


member of the Sierra Club, 
the Wilderness Society and 
the Nature Conservancy, and 
I've been known to make con- 
tributions, do volunteer work 
and get personally involved 
in the political process. Ac- 
cording to your website, that 
apparently makes me a 
"namby pamby" environ- 
mentalist who supports orga- 
nizations that "suck up to bu- 
reaucrats." I can assure you 
that my involvement in any 
one of the above-mentioned 
groups makes me someone 
who is thoroughly despised 
by the majority of the popu- 
lation of Montana and the 
inter-mountain 
West. People 
like my- 
self do not 
travel an 
easy road, 
but Earth 
First! makes 
it sound like 
we are 
lazy, 



tremely long hours, immense 
pressure, hatred, resentment 
and intimidation. Dealing 
with that on a daily basis is a 
bit more challenging than 
pouring sand in gas tanks. 

Like it or not, any environ- 
mental victories in this coun- 
try have been won through 
politics, the courts or the ef- 
forts of "namby-pamby" en- 
vironmental groups. While 
we share many of the same 
goals, I disagree with your 
methods. I can appreciate the 
risks of monkeywrenching, 
and I can understand why 
people feel driven to destruc- 
tive methods when all the 
right steps 
have 
been 
taken 
but a 

fh*n 300 words 

bad deci- 

O sion is made 
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anyway. 


ineffec- 
tive fools that make 
no difference. Not true. I re- 
sent having my commitment, 
sincerity and effectiveness 
criticized. I get that crap from 
numerous sources on a regu- 
lar basis, but L shouldn’t have 
to endure it from EF!. In my 
job alone, I sweat blood for 
many, of the same ideals that 
you support. Politics is a very 
rough sport, it can be dirty 
(I'm not naive), and it some- 
tunes requires frustrating com- 
promises. At the level of my 
involvement, my "rewards" 
include low pay (I, could make 
much more elsewhere), ex- 



Nonetheless, the overall 
impact of your organization is 
detrimental to the environ- 
mental movement. You make 
my struggle more difficult by 
galvanizing resistance to all 
environmentalists. I can list 
numerous examples of posi- 
tive progress made through 
the political process, the courts 
and the activities of other pro- 
environment groups. Can you 
do the same for the efforts of 
Earth First!? I doubt it. Your 
main accomplishment is mak- 
ing people angry. 


I harbor no illusions that 
my opinions will alter your 
approach in anyway, but there 
is one thing you should do: 
Get off your high horsel I alone 
have done more positive, tan- 
gible things for the planet than 
all of Earth First!. You need to 
redirect your energy. 

-Paul Sundblad 
infosys@montanademocrats.org 

Dear SFB, 

In regards to the letter from 
"Peggy Sue" in the Samhain 
edition (Nov/Dec 2001) who 
was "elated" when she heard 
that the "exploding jets had 
hit the World Trade Center," 
thinking a Palestinian group 
was behind the attack ("Woo 
Hoo! Go Palestine!"). What 
world is this person living in? 

After her feeling of elation, 
"Peggy Sue" learns the Palestin- 
ians are not suspected of the 
attack and she "grapples with 
the reality" of the situation. She 
then starts to quote Martin 
Luther King, Jr. only to bounce 
over to movie nostalgia and 
talking about nonviolence. 

"Peggy Sue," if you are lis- 
tening, make an appointment 
for mental health counseling 
as soon as possible. Anyone 
who is elated one moment 
over people crashing airplanes 
into the World Trade Center 
buildings and then talking 
about nonviolence the next 
is really very much mentally 
disturbed and in need of help! 

In the same Samhain edi- 
tion, the "Wolves and 
Poodles" section commends 
Representative Cynthia 
McKinney for sending an apol- 
ogy letter to Saudi "Prince" 
Alwaleed bin Talal after his 
$10 million dollar donation 
was rejected by New York 
Mayor Giuliani. This rejection 
was due to the "Prince's" sug- 
gestion that US foreign policy 
was partly to blame for the 
September 11 attacks. 

While aspects of US for- 
eign policy make me sick, I 
can certainly understand 
Giuliani's statement in re- 
sponse to the "Prince's" com- 
ments. Giuliani stated there 
was no moral equivalent for 
the 9/11 attacks and people 
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lost any right to justification 
when they slaughtered inno- 
cent people. It's nice to see 
someone in elected office, for 
once, reject money for the sake 
of principle. 

And did the "Wolves and 
Poodles" contributors even 
think about where this $10 
million was coming from? 
Alwaleed bin Talal is estimated 
to be the sixth richest person 
in the world. His wealth did 
not fall out of the sky, but 
instead had a basis in the prof- 
its the Saudi royal family has 
reaped off the sale of oil to the 
gas guzzling Americans. 

In her letter to Alwaleed bin 
Talal, Representative McKinney 
mentions the documentation 
Amnesty International has on 
problems with Israel and the 
Palestinians. But she doesn't 
offend "the Royal Highness," 
as she calls him, by going into 
the Saudi Arabian human 
rights history. 

According to Amnesty In- 
ternational, in Saudi Arabia 
women face severe discrimi- 
nation, political activists face 
arbitrary arrest and secretive 
judicial procedures deny the 
most basic rights, such as the 
right to be defended by a trial. 
Torture arid ill treatment of 
prisoners are common. The 
“Prince" and his pals in the 
Saudi government also con- 
tinue to enforce a ban on 
politician parties and trade 
unions. It's not a surprise then 
that there are no Earth First! 
groups in Saudi Arabia. 

Prince Alwaleed bin Talal is 
still free to travel to the US 
and shoot his mouth off on 
any street corner about for- 
eign policy opinions. But to 
allude that the "Prince," and 
his supporter Representative 
McKinney, are some type of 
heroes^ is really off the mark. 

Sincerely, 

— Bob Krzewinski 

Dear SFB, 

I’d like to thank you for my 
issues of the Journal. Plus I 
have to say "thanks for the 
kind words," that North 
American Earth Liberation 
Prisoners' support Network 
has said about us convicted 



and petty, then you haven't 
done anything to change the 
focus of humanity and it will 
keep raping every planet it 
comes into contact with. 

Looking for the solutions, 
— Roger GearHart 
#50558 N-13-B 
ICC POB 70010 
Boise, Idaho 83703 


Dear SFB, 

I want to thank you with all 
my heart for the article on 
prisoner support in your Dec/ 
Jan issue. 

I've been in prison for eight 
years and for me the most 
important support possible is 
a letter from the real world. 

Nothing is easy in here. They 
put you here to suffer and 
that's exactly 
what you're 
going to do. 
Prisoners 
have many 
natural en- 
emies, but 


of felonies. It really is nice to 
hear like minded people, and 
to be included in thought and 
knowing what's up while we 
are on the inside. 

I'd also like to send my dis- 
gust to Huckleberry the rap- 
ist. Man! What's wrong with 
you? I have to say Mr. Huck- 
leberry that you are no differ- 
ent than the government on 
how they rape us and other 
countries. Even I feel violated 
with your actions. 

I'm going to keep this one 
short. But again thanks for 
everything, and I look forward 
to being on the frontlines with 
all of you again. Plus I hope 
that people start writing me, 
and others soon. 

Fall Creek, Free and Critter! 
Get in touch with me! 

Sincerely, 

— Rodney Marco Wade 
#38058 ICC N- 

POB 70010 
Boise, ID 


Dear Earth First!, 
Hello, 1 write 
to you because 
a friend of 
mine is re- 
ceiving and 
participating 
in your bi- 
monthly 


magazine. I have heard of the 
fight of Earth vs. man. Hu- 
mankind has raped this planet 
and will continue to rape it. I 
hear of the small fierce battles 
for a tree here, an acre of land 
there. I would like to thank 
each and every effort. Thank 
you! The only thing I am not 
hearing is how we plan to 
replace the luxuries of indus- 
trial civ.? Because as a race we 
are selfish. And reality as it is 
now will continue to produce 
people that are selfish. As a 
race, humanity has no goals, 
no outside driving force, no 
care for where it is headed, 
So if your mind is caught 
on what color the multiverse 
made you or anything small 


the biggest, the one constant 
that threatens to destroy our 
very soul, is loneliness. 

You may never see a man 
smile in here — that is until 
he hears his name during 
mail call. 

A letter for me is the most 
valuable gift in the world, it's 
a beacon of hope, it's a win- 
dow to a world that's fading 
from my memory. It's the one 
happy event that no prison 
guard can take away from me. 

The famous question: What 
would I say in a letter to a 
prisoner? That's easy! Did you 
smell or touch the petal of a 
real flower today or run your 
fingers through the soft fur of 
a dog? Did you witness a child 


hugging it's mother or feel the 
wind stinging your face? In 
short, what would you not 
have to say to a prisoner who 
finds even the most common 
event in your life wondrous? 
Just remember you're writing 
to a human being and the rest 
comes easy. 

The absolute best support 
you can offer a prisoner is a 
letter to let them know they're 
not alone and that you care. 

— John Adams 768543 
Rt. 1 BOX 150 
Tennessee Colony, TX 75884 

Editors' Note: One of our 
artistic contributors has asked 
us to list his contact info for 
anyone who would like to 
correspond with an impris- 
oned Earth First!er: 

Tim Brantley 
K 88441 
POB 3030 B4-119 

Susanville, CA 96127-3030 

Dear SFB, 

A spokesperson from the 
Forest Service recently at- 
tended the Rainbow Family 
Thanksgiving council in 
Michigan. Anne Melle was 
there to answer questions 
about group use permits 
which are required for gath- 
erings of 75 persons or more 
in national forests. The Rain- 
bo w Family believes that their 
right to gather is protected by 
the constitution, and that no 
individual can sign a permit 
for a non-hierarchical gath- 
ering. The Forest Service 
spokesperson made it pretty 
clear that she was not there to 
compromise or negotiate. 
From what I've heard, Earth 
First! was issued a group use 
permit last Summer without 
a signer. Perhaps the Forest 
Service is more inclined to 
compromise with a group of 
activists. In any event, the 
permit issue will no doubt be 
present again this summer at 
Rainbow gatherings. The For- 
est Service has already reached 
the conclusion that regional 
gatherings can effectively be 
stopped through roadblocks, 
tickets and illegal searches. 
They probably considered 
shutting down last year's na- 
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tional gathering but deter- 
mined that it would be too 
dangerous to try to arrest 
15,000 people in a national 
forest. Several gathering at- 
tendees from 1999 and 2000 
are still facing federal prison 
terms for "attending an ille- 
gal gathering. " Those cases are 
being appealed to the Supreme 
Court. I hope that more forest 
activists will attend gatherings 
in the future. The federal gov- 
ernment is taking aim at the 
rights of all Americans to 
gather in national forests. Not 
only through group-use laws, 
but through a fee system that 
they wantto expand. Formore 
information about legal issues 
see www.freeassembly.org. 
For information about Rainbow 
gatherings, the unofficial web- 
site is www.welcomehome.org. 

— -Jeremy Miller 

Dear SFB, 

You failed to list the single 
individual whose eco-terror- 
ism, world-wide in reach, sur- 
passes by an order of magni- 
tude the sum of the degrada- 
tions of the 24 corpo-pigs you 
featured in the Journal's 
Samhain edition. And, yes, 
we have his name and ad- 
dress: 

The Holy Father 

— Waddy 

Dear SFB, 

Ok, so you can incenderize 
a fuel tanker, but much easier, 
more effective in all ways is to 
simply put some Mother Earth 
in the tank, thus sabotaging 
many vehicles. Enter Danna. 

In love and rage 

Bright Blessings. 

--- i: . — Amdo 

hi, - 1 ' .; . 

I'm a vegan, 15 years old (I'll 
be 16 onjuly 30) and I'm inter- 
ested in leftist eco-defense... I 
wanted to express my opinion 
to u on something... don't u 
think it's hypocritical that 
some Earth Firstiers aren't even 
fully vegi? I think anyone in- 
volvedwith Earth First! should 
be at least fully vegi, including 
that they don't consume fish. 
Anyway, thanks for your pa- 
tience. Peace. nvi-oiU 
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Dear SFB, 

Since ideas can be more 
dangerous than incendiary 
bombs, I want to respond to 
three points in Mary 
Hanford's counterpoint to my 
essay that I found terrifying, 
and one misguided personal 
attack (Yule '02). 

1) I pointed out that Toby 
Bradshaw, the target of the 
May 21 arson attack at the 
University of Washington, 
had not conducted any ge- 
netic engineering. Mary re- 
sponded, "What better time 
to stop a project than before 
it has started?" It's a good 
thing that criminal law 
doesn't operate by this ap- 
proach. Otherwise Mary 
would be in jail right now for 
arson, as her writing alone is 
enough to clearly show she 
contemplates it. By her own 
logic, why should the police 
wait for her to actually torch 
something when she can be 
jailed for her destiny? 

2) Mary justifies the collat- 
eral damage done by the fires: 
"However, these scientists 
cannot be the environmental 
saviors that the media por- 
trays them as, otherwise they 
would have protested their 
colleague..." It pains me to 
note the essential similarity 
of this to Osama 
bin Laden's state- 
ment that there 
were no inno- 
cent victims of 
the WTC attacks, 
because even the 
Muslims that died 
in the building 
were not fully en- 
gaged in his jihad 
(and everyone 
else was an infi- 
del!). I further 
hope that Mary 
knows what all 
her friends, neigh- 
bors and co-workers are up to, 
because some fanatic might 
likewise hold her accountable 
for their deeds and beliefs. 

3) I proposed an axiom to 
guide action: The more ex- 
treme your tactic of choice, 
the more responsibility you 
have for knowing the culpa- 
bility and appropriateness of 


your target, and for thinking 
through the human and stra- 
tegic implications of your ac- 
tions. Mary oddly referred to 
this axiom as "elitism" and a 
"double standard," and pro- 
posed reversing the onus such 
that "...those who are not 
fighting with all the tools at 
their disposal be subject to 
the higher standard..." Such 
is the arrogance of true be- 
lievers of all stripes — 
mujahadeen, wise use, militia, 
neo-nazi, anti-abortion cru- 
sader. I trust that Mary would 
want those lunatics to think 
hard before setting fire to 
anything dear to her. Does 
she have complete confidence 
that her cause is more pure 
and righteous than any of 
theirs? Even if it is, is every 
blow for the cause equally 
essential? Is a fur farm the 


same as a timber mill the same 
as McDonald's the same as a 
genetic engineering lab the 
same as a nuke plant — or do 
the details not even matter? 

For my part, I've seen 
enough terror around the' 
world to believe that we're 
better off dueling for the fate 
the Earth with ideas rather 


than bully tactics. 

But who am I? Mary ques- 
tioned my credibility, going 
so far as to say that I "...inter- 
rupted a planned protest dur- 
ing Clinton's Timber (sic) 
Summit in Portland by threat- 
ening to turn in the activ- 
ists." I tried hard to recall 
what incident she might be 
referring to. The Forest Sum- 
mit was a hectic period and 
every faction was active. For 
instance, we organized a For- 
est Celebration that attracted 
over 70,000 people to 
Portland's waterfront in the 
rain to hear speeches and 
musical stars. I thought this 
event was our brightest hour, 
crowning a decade of orga- 
nizing. But others thought 
the focus should have been 
to honor forest protesters 
rather than forests, and ten- 
sions ran high. Still, I 
couldn't recall anything like 
what Mary described. 

Then I remember one ac- 
tion that did happen a couple 
of days before Clinton arrived. 
Some radicals climbed the 
Forest Service Region 6 head- 
quarters and hung a banner. 
I've attached a photo from 
the event. That guy on the 
left, 30 feet up the exposed 
wall, is me. 

— Mitch Friedman 

Dear Dirt First! shit fer brains, 

Watermelon, watermelon! 

Ho Chi Minh! 

Yer green on the outside, 
yer red on the in! 

Quit bashing the white 
middle class — close the bor- 
ders now. 

Fuck you and your Che 
Guevara! 
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Do \ou Know Where 


continued from page 2 
Now, I don't mean stay in yer 
house and outta the streets, courts, 
forests, deserts, etc. I mean find your 
streets, forests, courts, deserts, moun- 
tains, neighborhoods, 
swamps, prairies, etc. 

Find your places and be- 
come them. Y'all know 
as well as I do that this 
struggle is not some ab- 
stract struggle for the 
Earth, the wild or for 
justice. It's for real, with 
real places, critters and 
folks. To win the trust of 
the land and critters and 
folks who live there, we 
have to settle down and 
live there too. Traveling 
across the country and 
globe is fun and excit- 
ing. But I don't believe 
we will be successful un- 
less we settle down, 
make some serious con- 
nections and get to 
work. Now, last year I 
did a lot of reading on 
all this globalization 
hoopla and found some 
pretty good stuff on al- 
ternatives to the global- 
izing/ eat-the-planet/ 
make-money/ pave-ev- 
erything paradigm of 
McWorld. Wendell 
Berry and Helena 
Norberg-Hodge have 
taken to calling it local- 
ization. That name and 
idea appeals to me. The 
basic idea is that we 
should have local needs met with 
local production, with surplus traded 
regionally and internationally only 
when really necessary. Pulling this 
"turn to the local" paradigm shift off 
will entail a major re-working of our 
Earth killing infrastructure. We need 
localization of economy, ecology, 
culture, politics, etc. We need to take 
seriously that old hippie granola slo- 
gan, "Think Globally- Act Locally." 
Now, protest and campaign hopping 
may be a lot of fun, but will it really 
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contribute to long-term change? 
How about the harder work of tak- 
ing folks out to learn their local 
ecosystem — even if it is not as glam- 
orous as the ancient redwoods or 



.... Sustainable homestead 
the Amazon rainforest. How about 
the really hard work of earning the 
trust and respect of folks in the 
neighborhood and community? Or 
the even harder work of protesting 
where no one else dares to? 

Most of us come from somewhere 


other than where we live. In some 
places, we will always be "outsiders." 
But if we work, play, protest and 
organize real hard and sink roots, 
someday we or our kids might just be 
accepted as "insiders" and 
be able to affect some real 
change. So, give yourself 
to the land, not abstract 
notions of the Earth or 
the wild, but to real 
places, with real live 
plants, bugs, animals and 
people that you interact 
with, serve, teach and 
learn from. Commit your- 
self to home, land and 
community. Know where 
you live. Sink roots, get 
to know people, learn and 
know the flora and fauna 
of your place. Ask the fun 
questions: Where does 
the water go and where 
does it come from? What 
is possible in your home: 
gardens, restoration, 
wildcrafting, resistance? 
What is the natural and 
humyn history and 
herstory of your place? 
Fall in Love. Defend what 
you love, what you are a 
part of and what is a part 
of you. Practice resurrec- 
tion (not of dead guys, 
silly — the land!). But most 
of all, remember Cactus 
Ed's advice — be out with 
the land, have fun and 
outlive the bastards! 

— john johnson 
john johnson is active with 
Katuah Earth First! in Southern Appala- 
chia. He doesn't capitalize his name 
because he doesn't believe in capitalism. 
His deep, dark secret is that he is really a 
yankee from New Jersey who moved south 
at a tender age and went "native. " Y'all 
go visit, ya hear? 


in Tennessee 



ion 




Neoliberalism continued from page 6 

Recently, International Paper took over Champion 
and its operations in the South. This follows a rash of 
corporate take-overs and mergers that has led to much 
consolidation in the industry. The paper companies 
get bigger, jobs become more uncertain and forest 
ecosystems continue to disappear. 

The pulp and paper industry continually refers to the 
American South as the "fiber basket" of the world. This 
exemplifies their attitude toward the forest as nothing but 
a crop to be harvested and local communities as share- 
croppers to do the harvesting. The industry also introduces 
expensive big machines to the logging business, forcing 
small loggers to cut more and at a faster rate, trapping 
them in a cycle of debt and dependency. 

Industrial-scale logging impacts the soil far more than 
previous logging because the machines tear up the Earth 
and compact the soil, leaving it vulnerable to erosion from 
the wind and rain and exposure to too much sunlight. 
Who knows what kinds of vital soil organisms are lost to 
UV-b radiation and erosion. The chip mill propagandists 
would actually have us believe that clearcutting is good for 
the forest. How do they expect to "grow" a better forest 
when they are depleting the soil? 

Multinational corporations seek to use so-called free 
trade agreements to "liberalize" trade and investment. 
Along with pressuring governments to enact business 
friendly legislation and international financial institutions 
to lend money to "development projects,” the corporate 
agenda is to lower trade barriers and bypass environmental, 


worker and consumer protection standards in the name 
of efficiency, profit and "free markets." These free trade 
agreements make it easier to exploit natural resources 
and workers alike. The global marketplace means 
disruption and even death for local communities, 
economies and especially for the natural systems that 
support them. Corporations owe no allegiance to 
communities, let alone nation-states. They are in the 
business of making a profit and all other considerations 
take a back seat to the bottomline. Industry bends nature 
and communities to its will and the twisted logic and 
imperative of profit-above-all. 

In our work to protect the forests, we must recognize that 
they are the victims of a global system. We must see that 
these corporate forces are destroying lives and ecosystems 
across the planet. Our struggles of resistance should also 
include a global perspective. We will not be able to protect 
our home forests until all forests, communities and wild 
areas are safe. Just as we do not want our homes in the 
American Southeast to be global sacrifice zones for so-called 
progress, we do not want sacrifice zones anywhere. We will 
not fully protect our forests until we have dismantled the 
modem industrial-capitalist infrastructure and replaced it 
with something new that is local, just, equitable and 
sustainable. We've got a lot of work to do — lets get busy! 

For more information on the campaigns to protect 
beautiful Southern forests, please check in with the various 
local "factions" of Katuah Earth First! listed in the back of 
the Journal. Please also contact the Dogwood Alliance, 
info@dogwoodalliance.org; www.dogwoodalliance.org, 
and visit www.stopstaples.net. 


Southern Forest Resource Assessment Spinnings... 


BY jj 

At the end of November, federal and 
state "resource" agencies released their 
much-anticipated Southern Forest 
Resource Assessment (SFRA) . The SFRA 
was conducted by the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, the Tennessee Valley 
Authority and the Environmental 
Protection Agency, with leadership 
and control by the US Forest Service 
(USFS). Various universities and state 
forestry departments also contributed . 
This two-year study of Southern forests 
is, supposed to provide raw forest data 
for citizens, industry and policy makers 
to make so-called informed decisions 
regarding forest policy. 

The Dogwood Alliance, one of the 
Southeast's premier grassroots forest 
protection organizations, also released 
a reoort qn Southern forests. The two 

g irts, and the spin in the media 
e to two very different conclusions, 
although both were based on much of 
the same raw data collected by the 
Forest Service. 



According to the Dogwood Alliance, 
five million acres of forest land are 
being cut each year across the South 
to feed the pulp, paper and timber 
industry. The South contains only 40 
percent of America's forest land, yet 
produces some 75 percent of the 
nation's pulpwood. Outof214 million 
acres of forest land, roughly 200 
million are “available" (although 
many landholders decide not to cut), 
putting Southern forests on a short 
40-year "harvesting" rotation. Hardly 
what you could call sustainable, given 
that mature Southern hardwood 
forests average between 150 to 300 
years old. Only 14 million acres of the 
South’s forests are protected. 

According to the SFRA, timber 
harvesting in the South increased 50 
percent between 1977 and 1997 and 
is expected to increase another 50 
percent by the year 2040. Corporate 
ownership of land has also increased, 
going from 16 million acres in 1982 to 
20 million acres in 1999. About 90 
percent of the South’s forests are in 
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private hands, spread out among 
some five million landowners. 

The spinmeisters at the USFS have 
decided to let the pulp and paper 
industry off the hook. They have 
concluded, despite their own data 
showing otherwise, that sprawl is a 
greater threat to forests than 

Long Leaf Pine for- 
ests are down to the 
last two percent of 
their former range. 

clearcutting and conversion of na- 
tive forests to pine plantations. Ac- 
cording to the SFRA, the areas of the 
South most threatened by develop- 
ment and sprawl are the Coastal 
plains, the Piedmont and the South- 
ern Appalachian Mountains. Each 
area is projected to lose more than 
one million acres of forest a year to 
sprawl. Bears, bobcats and foxes are 
species reported to be most in dan- 
ger of not adapting to the future 
development. 

Long Leaf Pine forests are down to 
the last two percent of their former 
range. Hardwood removal is set to 
exceed growth by 2025, and softwood 
removal already exceeds growth in 
some areas. Yet this is "not a concern” 
to paper industry officials. 

The SFRA seems to think that pine 
plantations are viable forest habi- 
tats, even though their own data 
shows that pine monocultures lose 
what little biodiversity they do have 
as they mature. The SFRA also states 
that from 1995 to 2040 pine "for- 
ests" are projected to increase by 67 
percent, from 32 to 54 million acres, 
resulting in a massive replacement 
of native forests with pine planta- 
tions. While the monoculture sprawl 
of the suburbs is a definite threat, 
many feel that the spread of monoc- 
ulture pine plantations masquerad- 
ing as forests is a greater threat. Both 
represent devastating blows to a re- 
gion that is trying to recover from 
past abuses and is just now being 
recognized as a global hot spot for 
terrestrial and aquatic biological di- 
versity. 

The SFRA can be found at 
www.srs.fs.fed.us/sustain/ 
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continued from page 8 with most of the country shut down 
When Argentina was forced to "peg" by a general strike and road blockades 
its currency to the dollar, which made throughout most cities. The town of 
the peso overvalued, it made it nearly Cochabamba won a victory over cor- 
impossible to escape recession. A mild porate takeover of their water, but 
recession was turned into an inter- unfortunately they eventually gave 
national economic crisis created di- in to the reformist pleas for order. As 
rectly by the IMF. some of the graffiti from Paris in May 

In 1999, the World Bank and In- '68 said, "Those who make revolu- 
ter-American Development Bank tions only half-way merely dig their 
(IDB) approved the use of SAPs. They own graves. " 

were approved as part of a two-bil- As anarchists, where do we stand? 
lion-dollar pilot experiment. The How can the masses of working 
"budget cuts" that President De la people form a dual-power to the state 
Rua promised the IMF were not fully and organize their society along lines 
pushed through, so the IMF, which of direct participatory democracy, 
has lent Argentina $ 1 8 billion since social equality and mutual aid? What 

1999, decided to end financial aid. forces in Argentina already exist that 

The IMF demands fiscal austerity, have a coherent theoretical under- 
which hurts the poor most of all and standing of anti-authoritarian prin- 
demands that social services be sac- ciples and tactics. How are these 
rificed to the business interests and principles and tactics going to be 
financial investments of multina- popularized and agitated for? 
tional corporations. The most promising answer to the 

question of organization are the bur- 
Which Way Forward? geoning Argentinean soviets 

It’s imperative that people don't (Asambleas Populares). The people of 
fall into the dead-end of social de- Almagro, Buenos Aires, have formed 
mocracy or reformism. It doesn't look a popular assembly as a real alterna- 
very likely that the government will tive to the state, 
succeed in enforcing a military dicta- In their "Declaration" they write: 
torship onto such an ungovernable "The state of assembly and mobili- 
populace, so their only other option zation (is) the only way to guaran- 
is to use social democratic politicians tee our rights as workers, neighbors 
who vaguely promise change and re- and Argentineans. We call all the 
form claiming to be on the side of the neighborhoods of the Capital to cre- 
people. This is just another tactic used ate and take part in all the assem- 
to pacify the unrest — once their power blies and forms of organization set 
is consolidated they will build up a up by their neighbors and 
highly powerful police state to make organizations. And we call to create 
sure nothing like this ever happens connection commissions ( comisiones 
again. This happened in Bolivia in de enlace) with the assemblies al- 

2000. There was a near-revolution, ready formed or about to be formed." 



Among their demands are the immediate resignation of 
the Supreme Court, the immediate liberty of all political 
prisoners and an end to the neoliberal policies of the IMF 
and World Bank. Their call for a "convocation of a free and 
sovereign Popular Constituent Assembly in all the coun- 
try, based on popular assemblies in the neighborhoods, 
factories, counties and provinces" is clearly a revolutionary 
one, demanding the solidarity and sup- 
port of North American radicals. 

A danger to keep in mind is that if a 
popular revolution becomes successful, 
and mutual aid counter-institutions are 
created on a large scale, the US or the 
UN could intervene militarily as a 
"peacekeeping force." This is not as 
unrealistic as it sounds. There are nu- 
merous examples of states or coalitions 
of states intervening to crush popular 
revolutions and experiments in self- 
sufficiency (Nicaragua, Chile, Cuba, 
etc.). Apart from the Leninist take-over 
of these revolutions, there were also real 
practical experiments in self-organiza- 
tion, direct democracy and mutual aid. 

Keep in mind that Bush described Ar- 
gentina as a "key friend and ally" and 
isn't too eager to lose US hegemony in 
Latin America. The truth is, Argentina is 
a resource-rich country, and could pro- 
vide the means of subsistence for every 
individual if organized rationally and 
with people in mind instead of profits. 


After September 11, the US government has a new 
arsenal of repressive legislation and a new batch of 
excuses with which to crush popular dissent. A popular 
revolution in Argentina could be conflated with "terror- 
ism," and moral legitimacy for a military attack would 
be maintained in the eyes of the US. 

This would be especially bolstered by the fact that the people 
of Argentina might have to arm them- 
selves in self-defense against any kind of 
imperialist attack. This is not unlikely; 
arms already played a part in the political 
scene, as anti-Duhalde leftists and Peronist 
supporters fought in the streets. 

Hopefully these earthquakes will 
shake the rest of Latin America and 
help mobilize the people of Ecuador, 
Bolivia and Brazil, whose militancy is 
not in doubt. These countries are 
equally fucked by the IMF and World 
Bank and only self-organization and 
practical self-sufficiency will be able to 
create a credible alternative. 

If North American anti-capitalists 
remain in solidarity with the people of 
Argentina, and real links are built be- 
tween the two continents, then Bush 
is going to have a hard time planning 
a military intervention in the coming 
struggles ahead. 

For more info and the latest news 
visit www.argentina.indymedia.org, 
www.ainfos.caandwww.infoshop.org. 



On January 10, a group of protesters occupied 
an Argentina embassy and raised an 
anarchist flag on the building. 
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Attention Earth Firstlers: 

Raise Your Fists in the Air and Step 
Away from the H ip pie? 


by AnamarIa Flores 

Hippies, a familiar trope of popular 
culture, have become something of a 
mythical figure in the US. Popular 
culture, with its portrayal of hippies as 
spaced-out stoners incapable of string- 
ing together more than two sentences 
at a time, has done more for the cre- 
ation of this myth than any move- 
ment or actions hippies have ever been 
involved in. Anyone who believes in a 
relationship form outside of the stan- 
dard Noah's Ark pair-off (vegetarian- 
ism, veganism, environmentalism, 
consumer awareness, 
class consciousness or 
anticapitalism)is 
branded a hippie by those 
living stagnant status 
quo lives. However, in 
the hands of popular cul- 
ture, the joke is always 
on the hippie who insists 
upon living as if the 
1960s have never come 
to an end. Hippies are 
hippies. That it is 2002 
seems to make no 
difference — or does it? 

The difference thirty- 
odd years makes is poi- 
gnant. Although many 
Earth Firstlers look like hippies (long 
hair, patchwork clothes), smell like 
hippies (the scent of body odor com- 
bined with patchouli or sandalwood 
both precedes and follows individuals 
as they walk down the street) and live 
like hippies (co-ops, collective living, 
farms), something is radically differ- 
ent. It is this difference that I wish to 
explore in this article. Why is this 
important and who really cares? I 
would like to suggest that any dedi- 
cated Earth Firstler should care. Asso- 
ciation with the myth of the hippie is 
detrimental to the work that Earth 

•i < ' 
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Firstlers attempt to accomplish. 

To begin with, what precisely is the 
definition of a hippie? The word itself 
is so arbitrary and subjective that one 
is hard pressed to come up with a 
single definition. Although my own 
definition has certainly been shaped 
and formed to some extent by popular 
culture (including the History 
Channel's special presentations on the 
Summer of Love), the core of my defi- 
nition springs from my experience on 
Dead Tour for many years surrounded 
by those who lay claim to the moniker 
"hippie." A bi-layered definition of 
"hippie" is the result of my years of 


empirical research. 

Privilege forms the first layer of my 
definition. Hippies are privileged: 
sometimes class privilege, sometimes 
white skin privilege. The two are not 
mutually exclusive, nor are they al- 
ways paired. To choose to live a cer- 
tain lifestyle outside of the status 
quo is a privilege, the key word being 
"choose." Take vegetarianism for ex- 
ample. For most people in the world, 
the ability to choose not to eat some- 
thing is unattainable. The lifestyle of 
the hippie pivots around the free- 
dom to choose. Hippies choose not 


to bathe. They make a choice to live 
in collectives with two, three or 15 
other people. In contrast, working class 
and poor people do not possess the 
same freedom of choice nor would 
they make the same ones if they 
could. The hippie's lack of class con- 
sciousness is as shocking as it is 
absurd. This deliberate mis-recogni- 
tion is a hallmark of bourgeois privi- 
lege. How is it possible to ignore the 
fact that hippies are able to live 
their free choice lives only because work- 
ing-class and poor people live hand-to- 
mouth or in abject poverty? 

Narcissism and hedonism, com- 
bined with collective 
self-deception, form the 
second layer of my defi- 
nition of "hippie." With 
the freedom of choice 
that class privilege pro- 
vides, hippies engage in 
a never-ending cycle of 
■a, pleasure seeking. They 
I travel all over the world 
| with their US passports, 
s spend their evenings 
§ cooking potlucks and 
^ socializing with friends, 
| smoke really good bud, 
never work nine-to- 
five, winter in the 
South and summer in the North. For 
hippies, one's individual pleasure is 
always at the forefront. Never mind 
that corporations are running amuck 
through old-growth forests, that 42 
million people in the US have no 
health insurance, that one in four 
Africans is infected with HIV/ AIDS, 
that the Palestinians are being anni- 
hilated by Israel, that every night of 
the week right here in the South- 
west thousands of people risk their 
lives fleeing through the desert fol- 
lowing the open veins of Latin 
America into the belly of the be^st. 





You have to be self-criti- 
cal, recognize your privi- 
lege, challenge the myth of 
the hippie as it is associ- 
ated with your movement. 
You have to stop treating 
workers with contempt. 
You are confused. 

Again, the lack of class conscious- 
ness is as absurd as it is shocking. How 
does one go about living a life de- 
voted to the pleasure principle in the 
face of life's little realities as noted 
above? It's easy to do so when one 
uses their class privilege and / or white 
skin privilege for their own narcissis- 
tic and hedonistic purposes. 

So, what makes hippies today differ- 
ent from the hippies of the 1960's and 
what does any of this have to do with 
Earth First!? To begin with, the privilege 
to choose can certainly be applied to 
many Earth Firstlers. It is a privilege to 
choose to fight for Mother Earth. It is a 
privilege to choose to become a tree- 
dweller. It's a privilege to obtain neces- 
sary gear for building a base camp using 
a "five-fingered discount" as suggested 
in the Earth First! Direct Action Manual 
(blondes with blue eyes are much less 
likely to be followed around a store 
while shopping). If jailed for any reason, 
frequently a parent knows of (or is) a 
good lawyer and the culprit is freed with 
just a "slap on the wrist." Privileges all. 

But Earth Firstlers are different from 
the hippie as defined above. What 
makes them so is their militancy and 
their absolute dedication to Mother 
Earth rather than hedonism or narcis- 
sism. Rather than the apolitical hippie, 
Earth Firstlers are highly political, fre- 
quently rooted in anarchism. The work 
that is being done is good work, en- 
abling the survival of animals and 
people in the present and in the future. 
Activists are serving long sentences in 
prisons around the country and some, 
such as David "Gypsy" Chain, have 
been murdered for their militancy. Yet 
the privilege still exists. Earth Firstlers 
frequently vacation all over the globe, 
flashing their US passports, and attend 
liberal arts colleges. A contradiction. 
What to do? 

To begin with, Earth Firstlers Should 
challenge the image of their rtiove- 
ment as a "hippie" movement. Don't 


kid yourselves; "redneck", punk or 
black-clad hippies don't escape this 
judgement nor should they (a hippie 
by any other name). As I noted, popu- 
lar culture and even those who are a 
little more "in the know" do not take 
hippies seriously. Why would they 
and why should they? Hippies don't 
take themselves seriously. Earth 
Firstlers, on the other hand, are not to 
be taken lightly. Why then do Earth 
Firstlers do nothing to disengage their 
movement from the myth of the hip- 
pie? Why are Earth Firstlers not more 
class conscious? What purpose does it 
serve harassing the Staples workers in 
Burlington, V ermont? ( see EF!J Dec/J an 
2002) How are Earth Firstlers "getting 
right in the face of the beast and spit- 
ting in it" by making more work for 
people making six dollars per hour? 
To say that the relationship between 
EFIers and workers is characterized by 
animosity is putting it kindly. It is no 
wonder that class-based movements 
in New York City such as Vieques 
Support Campaign, Mujeres Para Paz y 
Justicia, Al-Awda: The Palestinian Right 
To Return Coalition, the Green Grocer 
Movement and New York: Not In Our 
Name are suspicious of Earth Firstlers. 
Are there no affinities between move- 
ments on the East Coast, where the 
emphasis is placed on the urban, and 
movements on the West Coast where 
the emphasis is placed on the environ- 
ment? If affinities do not exist, we 
have to ask: why don't they? If the 
struggle for revolution affects us all, 
then why are we not working together? 
How do struggles such as those for 
immigration rights fit into the sche- 
mata of Earth First!? 


environmental and/or human rights 
movements can offer monetary sup- 
port for defense attorneys, get involved 
in the political prisoner letter- writing 
campaigns and, most importantly, 
help to make others aware of the im- 
portance of Earth First! actions, 
thereby enabling Earth Firstlers to 
continue to carry on with their work. 

• In order for all this to happen, how- 
ever, Earth Firstlers must disengage 
themselves from the image of the 
tree-hugging apolitical hippie in or- 
der to engage themselves with the 
everyday struggles of the working class 
that so impact the environment. Part 
of this will come with the recognition 
of the privilege that allows Earth 
Firstlers to be Earth Firstlers. The 
same spirit of militant dedication to 
saving old-growth forests must be 
applied to each individual Earth 
Firstler. You have to be self-critical, 
recognize your privilege and chal- 
lenge the myth of the hippie as it is 
associated with your movement. You 
have to stop treating workers with 
contempt. You are confused. The 
re|l enemies are the owners and the 
capitalist system that exploits and 
rapes and pillages in its never-end- 
ing quest for material goods to sell 
and consume. Look around at the 
people in the movement with you. 
Ask yourselves why there aren't 
many African Americans, Latinos or 
Indigenous North Americans. How 
many working-class people swell 
your ranks? Challenge yourselves 
and your privilege. There is no more 
time for self-gratifying separatism. 
Here in the belly of the beast, move- 
ments are stagnant and nothing is 


The locus of responsibility lies on changing. We are, in fact, sliding 
the Earth First! movement. It is up to backward. What bridges will Earth 
you all to make public the knowledge First! build with other movements 


you possess in regards to environ- 
mental destruction and to explain 
the tactics you use 
and why. Earth 
First! could use the 
support of other 
movements 
around the coun- 
try. Many EFIers 
are languishing in 


around the country, what new level 
of militancy will Earth First! adopt? 


CLASS WA 


jail and others 
will, in all prob- 
ability, jbirt them 
in the future. Non- 


JUST DO 
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Water War in Michigan... 


by Holly Wren Spaulding 

Swiss-owned Perrier Corporation, a distributor of bottled 
water, has its sights set on Michigan water. Those, like 
retired librarian Terry Swier, who believe in protecting this 
precious resource, are bracing for a fight. 

Swier is president of Michigan Citizens for Water Conser- 
vation (MCWC), a group committed to advocating for 
Michigan's water and the rights of the general public in 
this regard. To this end, her group has filed a lawsuit 
against Perrier. The company has proven its disregard for 
many water-related laws and standards in its bid to make 
Mecosta County in central Michigan home to a new water 
bottling plant. This has not gone unnoticed by some of the 
folks living in the areas surrounding the building site. "We 
have to be good ancestors," Swier said, "I have two genera- 
tions — my children and my grandchildren — that I am 
looking after." 

Vandana Shiva, director of the Research Foundation on 
Science, Technology and Ecology, is one among many who 
believe that the wars of the future will be fought over water. 
She and other critics of corporate globalization have a 
problem with the fact that, in an era when drought and 
desertification are on an increase, global trade agreements 
are making it ever easier for large corporations like Perrier 



(aka Great Springs Waters of America) to do their business 
irrespective of how this affects people and the Earth. 

Water is now officially designated as a "commodity" 
under various international trade agreements. According 
to WTO regulations and the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA), any impediment to the free flow of 
commerce (including environmental protections) is con- 
sidered a "barrier to trade," and in that sense, illegal. 

Furthermore, such trade agreements have guidelines for 
"preferential treatment," which basically say that if one 
corporation (whether indigenous or foreign) gains access 
to an area to extract a resource, no restrictions can be made 
on any other corporation that might wish to do the same 
because it would not be "fair." If future investors in the 
region were to be turned away for some reason, the state, 
and in some cases the Federal government, would be liable 
to pay fines to the corporation for its "loss of potential 
profits" even though, according to federal law, all such 
diversion or "out of basin- transfer" would be illegal. This 
points to a conflict of interest between global free trade 
rules and the sovereignty of nations who have their own 
laws and regulations which, in theory, represent the will of 
the people. 

Swier and the 400 other members of MCWC are moti- 
vated to oppose the diversion of Great Lakes water by 
Perrier because it could be paving the way for other 
companies to come and exploit the area as well. It would 
be precedent setting, and potentially irrevocable. 

The Battles of the Future 

Michigan is poised to be at the heart of at least a few 
battles with its proximity to 20 percent of the world's fresh 
water. As early as the 1980s, US government intelligence 
services were reporting that at least 10 places in the world 
would soon be sites of "water wars" due to lack of access. 
Residents of Michigan are well aware that shortages else- 
where will mean that Great Lakes water is going to be in 
high demand. 

Meanwhile, the Midwest constitutes the largest growing 
market for bottled water, so the battle will be close to 
home. The residents of Mecosta County have been on the 
front lines during the past year. 

Perrier, a $5.6billion, multi-national corporation owiled 
by Nestle, knows what many people are just starting 1 to 
figure out: There is money to be made in extracting and 
exporting water out of the Great Lakes Basin. But who is 
making the money? And isn't there more to the story thari 

who the millions should go to? For many people in these 
parts, this is not just a matter of justice, politics ot 
a healthy distrust of corporations. In 
_____ _ this rural part of the country, 
the land and the Water is 
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often thought of as sacred, and more than anything else, it 
connects people to their ancestors. 

In a February 2001 referendum, there was overwhelming 
opposition to Perrier's presence in Mecosta County, even 
if only because many people still had questions about what 
this would mean for the community. These people are not 
alone in their skepticism. Residents across the lake in 
Wisconsin are also facing a similar plan by Perrier to extract 
water for corporate profit. 

In order to capture and transport water from 
underground springs, construction has al 
ready begun on a 12-mile stainless 
steel pipeline that will traverse nu 
merous wetlands, streams and 
natural areas. Wells and well 
houses are nearing comple 
tion, despite their lack of 
appropriate permits. The 
factory, nearly the size 
of two football fields, 
is almost complete. 

In their May 2001 
permit application 
to the Michigan De- 
partment of Envi- 
ronmental Quality 
(MDEQ), Perrier 
claimed that their 
plan will not have 
adverse affects on 
area residential wells, 
nearby wetlands, 
streams and lakes, wa- 
tershed ecology, aquatic 
resources or threatened 
and endangered species. 

Others have pointed out 
that science will show this to 
be untrue. Many people believe 
the only reason Perrier has gotten as 
far as they have with their plan has more 
to do with politics and propaganda than any 
real evaluation of the implications of their project. 

In the vicinity of the bottling plant itself, ex- 
perts have shown that at least 40 acres of wetlands 
are directly connected to the water table and will 
be affected as the aquifer is drained through the 
pumping process. An access road and a perimeter 
road, both ,of which are expected to receive high 
traffic, are located extremely near an historic bald eagle 
nest> which produced one eaglet this year. Bald eagles are 
among the many forms of wildlife that stand to be affected, 
and are on the list of state and federal endangered species. 
By any account, Perrier's plan is far from benign. 

The company plans to bottle 24,000 gallons per hour. 
This translates in volume to a 125-acre, six-foot deep lake 


being drained every year. Retailing at $3.79 per gallon, 
with no actual cost to Perrier for the water itself, the well 
might seem bottomless. Perrier's share of the massive 
bottled water industry is 31 percent, twice that of its 
nearest competitor, with over $1.7 billion in annual sales. 
Their intention for the Mecosta plant, should they succeed 
in getting it off the ground, would mean additional rev- 
enues of approximately eight million dollars per year. 

What is In This for the Locals? 

Although rumors have circulated that 
they may make their facility a fully 
automated "dark plant" which 
would not require a large hu- 
work force, the new 
plant may result in be- 
tween 45 and 80 jobs for 
the area, a minor perk 
given the environ- 
mental impacts and 
the loss of local au- 
tonomy. Further- 
more, the Perrier 
track record gives 
many people rea- 
son to worry that 
they'll be an unwel- 
come neighbor. 

Dennis Schomack, 
policy advisortoGov- 
emor Engler said last 
Fall that "the fact that 
Perrier defended its right 
to extract water in Texas, 
despite nearby farmers' 
wells drying up, all the way 
to the Supreme Court, is an 
example of their ruthlessness . " 
In Florida, Perrier has battled 
with local government and prop- 
erty owners for water during droughts. 
In fact, citizens in other communities where 
Perrier operates have been so outraged at 
their disregard for environmental laws and 
the will of the local communities that a na- 
tional organization was formed called Save 
America's Water (SAW). 

SAW's website, www.saveamericaswater.com, 
has numerous resources including information on the 
politics of water, some details about various local cam- 
paigns, current litigation, as well as a list of Nestle and 
Perrier products to boycott. 

Michigan Citizens for Water Conservation will hope- 
fully have their day in court within the coming months. 
For more information and updates visit MCWC's website, 
www.savemiwater.com. 
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Live Simply So that Others May Simply Live 


by Gerard Albin 

This thought pattern seems so passe today, because of 
course it doesn't fit into our new secular religion — faith in 
salvation through instant information everywhere. How 
quickly progressives forgot this idea, and rushed out to buy 
computers and get into the plastic playpen of the internet! 
(I'm not talking about those who werejruly forced to go 
online, for personal economic survival. It’s the volunteers 
for the playpen that mystify me.) Everyone who cares about 
the future continuity of anything positive in the world 
should eschew and resis f 


rAmniir 


lononrlotiro 



I’m surprised that pro 
vironmentalists don't 
the technologies offere 
use their powers of dis< 
to see which are simply 
ible with the surviva 
Earth — and then shui 
Why are progressh 
dazzled by the glamor 
personal gratification 
they can't transcend 
pia, look beyond and se 
big picture? It doesn't i 
ter so much what you 
lieve, it matters what y 
do. A fascist who refrair 
from buying computer: 
is less harmful than a 
politically correct en- 
vironmentalist who 
buys and uses comput- 
ers, playing happily in 
see the bars, but enjoyii 
nity in the ghostly cyb 

There are so many grounds for my position. Let me 
mention only a few. People who buy computers are partici- 
pating in the creation and maintenance of the planet as a 
toxic global concentration camp. Computers and semi- 
conductors are profoundly polluting to manufacture, use 
and dispose of. The price of purchase and monthly service 
fees go directly or indirectly toward implementing high- 
tech electronic surveillance everywhere. This is more than 
a consumerist loss of privacy issue — it's a Big Brother/ 
police state threat that is very real. 

There are many problems for the individual and society 
created by the growing immersion in virtual reality. It will 
inexorably pave the way for acceptance of human genetic 
engineering and utter hell on Earth. Already one can see how 
it dulls the senses and delays the nervous system— especially 
in children — resulting in a crude, robotic sensibility toward 
the immediate environment and nature in general. The 1 
internet format has also led to a colossal loss of context and 
coherence in what passes for intellectual culture. 1 ' ■ 

The internet is far from being just a neutral communica- 
tions tool, and the claims that it is a decentralized, demo- 
cratic force for liberation are really too ridiculous to even 
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mention. Let's just look at the central issue that seems so 
hard to grasp. The high-tech growth boom means that the 
internet is a tool for increasing the speed, power and 
environmental effects of all industrial technology. It is 
also a tool for destroying time and distance. But ecosys- 
tem integrity, including biodiversity and sane land use, 
are all utterly dependent on the natural protective barrier 
of physical distance. Real economy, real culture and 
community, are all local. Only local people are motivated 
to protect the environment they depend on. The Earth 
simply can't survive globalization, which is totally based 

on rrxmnnforc 

> that control of the 
rnment propaganda, 
jcrecy was all but be- 
)Ie, thanks to the 
ne has access to the 
reign news service 
:tc., right? But even 
his idea proved to be 
/ pipe dream when 
\TO bombing cam- 
went down like ice 
m, with very few 
pie probing behind 
a surfaces of the me- 
a propaganda service 
inquire into the true 
asovo background. 
But since 9/11, the il- 
sion of the internet as 
awering fountainhead 
ransparent truth has 
revealed as utterly 
apt. Millions of Ameri- 
•erial reality of the US 
role in the world and the blowback karma of past US 
violence became instantly disenfranchised and silenced by 
the suffocating blanket of demented, brain-damaged jingo- 
ism. It just doesn't matter in situations like this what cool 
websites you can visit, if they preach only to the converted. 
It matters only what the masses see, and how the Pavlovian 
screws are turned, in the implementation of finely tiined 
thought Control by the Semi-invisible spinmeisters. 

The essential Babylonian enemies are impersonal en- 
emies, technology intertwined with a lethal economic 
system. It's simple-minded and childish to focus against 
the individual dorks who are GEOS. Chomsky told us years 
ago how futile this is— CEOs Can be killed over and Over but 
they Will simply be replaced, With a hatdenihg of the 
Zeitgeist of repression : being the Only effect, Yup, the 
enemy is impersonal, 1 but perhaps personalism could be 
channeled into orte fertile path of critique at this point: Do 
research and reflection to recall who was espousing through- 
out the '90s the feebte-minded drivel that the internet is a 
decisive force for liberation because it is an overWhelming 
fountainhead of democracy arid truth. Confront them, 
expose them and discredit them. 


n • 




by Mikal Jakubal 


A movement without a past is 
a movement without a future. 

Does anyone ever stop to wonder 
what ever happened to all the daring, 
militant activists who shaped Earth First! 
in its first 10 or 15 years? I suspect that 
many newer activists are largely un- 
aware that EF! has gone through drastic 
transformations over the years and owes 
most of what it is today to people who 
are long gone from the EF! scene. Any- 
one who is curious might want to flip 
through back issues of the Journal and 
note who-was-who over the years. Why 
have nearly all of these people given up 
on radical direct action? It is a question 


that any serious activist should try to 
answer because it has important impli- 
cations for the durability and effective- 
ness of the EF! movement. 

I believe most of my activist co- 
horts from the '80s would agree with 
me when I say that the reason most of 
us pulled back from the confronta- 
tional, dramatic activism that made 
EF! famous and reshaped the envi- 
ronmental movement forever 


finally acknowledge the undeniable 
truth that we were losing, that what 
we were doing wasn't working. In 
the face of such a realization, there 
was no point in continuing as be- 
fore. Martyrdom gets old very 
quickly. 

Some of those active in the '80s 
simply dropped out, but a good num- 
ber went on to work with some of the 


I personally don't believe this im- 
plies that militant direct action and the 
desire for revolutionary change are 
merely youthful fantasies, a phase that 
everyone will eventually move beyond 
when they "grow up. " Most of us know 
of sanctimonious individuals within 
the environmental movement, and 
hostile opponents outside of it, who 
readily use this argument to dismiss 
criticism aimed at them from radi- 


was its lack of sustainability 
on a personal level. We, like 
anyone else, had lives to live, 
personal growth to nurture, 
old baggage to leave behind 
and new dreams to follow. We 
started careers or families, 
bought homesteads, contin- 
ued artistic pursuits or went 


I think that all of us former EF! militants, at 
varying points and in differing ways, came to 
finallyacknowledgetheundeniabletruththat 
we were losing, that what we were doing wasn’t 
working. In the face of such a realization, 
there was no point in continuing as before. 


cals. Were it true, the obvious 
implication would be that EF!, 
the anti-globalization movement 
and everyone else should pack up 
shop, forget about systematic 
change, and join the Green Party 
or one of the smaller grassroots 
groups referred to earlier. 

How then, do we achieve the 


back to school. We got tired of Martvrrlnm oetcnld verv miirklv effectiveness that will sustain us 

living out of dumpsters, being Y 8 Yi Y as individuals and simultaneously 

in the clutches of the legal build that effectiveness into a 


system and sitting through intermi- 
nable meetings planning the same 
old actions. Even the novelty and 
adrenaline rush of high-drama ac- 
tions eventually wore off, leaving us 
wanting something more if we were 
to continue as radical activists. 

The "some;thing more," the miss- 
ing link to sustainable activism, was 
3ncJ still is effectiveness, tangible re- 
sults and a sense that what we are 
doing matters. I think that all of us 
foriper EF! militants, at varying 
points and in differing ways, came to 


new hard-hitting, no-compromise or- 
ganizations doing mainstream envi- 
ronmental activism, education and 
litigation. When I ask these ex-block- 
aders, rioters and monkeywrenchers 
what they're up to these days, they 
describe all the successful, effective 
projects they're involved in, as well 
as the various personal projects 
they've pursued alongside their ac- 
tivism. Many former civil disobedi- 
ence cellmates have told me that 
they are "finally saving something" 
after all their years of activism. t 


movement for radical change? 

My attempt to answer that question 
has led me to the study of strategy. I've 
concluded that strategy is the single 
most important missing element in the 
field of direct action — and has been for 
the last 40 years or more. A thorough 
explanation of strategy theory is obvi- 
ously not possible here, but for simple 
perspective, imagine this: Both sides in 
a hypothetical conflict (be it football, a 
chess game or military battle) are equal 
in every respect other than strategy. 

. i'm , continued, on next page 
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A movement without a past .. . 

continued from previous page effectiveness in group behavior, orga- resistance, but has learned how to 
The side with the best strategy wins nizational structures, information learn. While an individual opponent 
because that side will be better able to flow and so on. In this sense, the in a specific campaign may be stupid 
organize its resources in an effective movement becomes like a living, in- and easily beaten, the system as a 
manner against the otherwise-equal op- telligent organism, able to pass on whole is becoming more efficient and 
ponent. Now picture a social struggle experience and knowledge from one lethal by the day. 
in which one side has a near monopoly generation of activists to the next. I Like a photographic negative of the 
on every resource, making victory for refer to a movement with these quali- enemy, we are a rather "dumb,” slug- 
the underdog (us) seem a hopeless im- ties as having a culture of strategy. gish organism, unable to rapidly learn 
possibility. Folk-song wisdom aside, What I believe we have at present and adapt. This despite the presence 
mere truth and justice are not enough could be called a culture of defeat, of many talented, competent and vi- 
to carry a movement to victory. Evil institutional forgetting or, simply, anti- sionary individuals whose attempts 
routinely triumphs. Having a vastly strategy. Anti-strategic practices, ideas at promoting change are often met 

with political (or lit- 
eral!) screaming, kick- 
ing and biting. 

Anti-strategy perme- 
ates every layer of the 
movement. Take this 
hypothetical but com- 
mon scenario: People 
use "good" consensus 
process to reach a de- 
cision that everyone 
feels positive about. 
According to most of 
the movement litera- 
ture on the subject, this 
would be considered a 
good action plan. But 
good process in no way 
guarantees good strat- 
egy, especially if most 
of the participants are 
inexperienced. 

Our hypothetical 
group, ready to do 
battle, holds hands 
and "ohms" together. 
The participants go out 

*106 RAPJPCf EvoUl**<f UoftLb «* EwOS**mfc*IT»L fcnrST walk into a situation 

for which they are to- 
tally unprepared. Like 

superior strategy is our only hope of and organizational structures within a magic spell for slaying dragons that 
getting the upper hand in such an the movement take many forms, all of was defective from the start, the plan 
otherwise lopsided conflict. which act to prevent individual experi- falls apart, people are subjected to un- 

In order for our movement to de- ence and learning from being respected anticipated arrests and beatings, fear 
velop effective strategy — that is, strat- and incorporated into the organism- and chaos ensue, and the objective of 
egy that allows us to stay ahead of, level consciousness. Which is to say, the action is not achieved. Some ver- 
outsmart and defeat the enemy — we they prevent the movement from ever sion of this happens routinely in the 
must be able to learn, not just as being effective. real world whenever action plans do 

individuals, but as a movement. We Why? Because our enemy is a not reflect and prepare people for the 
need to develop what is sometimes "smart," machine-like consciousness actual situation in the field, 
called institutional memory, where that has not only learned how to in- What makes this scenario doubly 
individual learning leads to greater crease its domination and neutralize tragic is that often there are experienced 
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people involved, but their knowledge 
isn't considered valuable enough to lis- 
ten to in any meaningful way. For ex- 
ample, in a big planning meeting, I 
might be allocated a 30-second sound 
bite — the same as the person next to me 
for whom this is a first-ever action. If I 
arrive alone to a spokescouncil meeting, 
I will not get to speak at all though 
others with far less experience will be- 
cause they are representatives of an af- 
finity group. 

Such experiences say to me 
that after 1 7 years of activism 
and extensive study of strat- 
egy my perspective is worth 
nothing. Only a martyr or a 
fool would waste time or take 
risks for such a group. 

It is impossible to develop 
sophisticated strategic concepts 
within TV-commercial-length 
time slots. Giving everyone 
equal air time brings the whole 
group down to the skill level of 
the least-experienced indi- 
vidual. Being designated a 
spokesperson for an affinity 
group does not bestow knowledge, ex- 
perience or any other real-world quali- 
fication to plan strategy. 

Other examples of institutional am- 
nesia include hiding the failure of the 
above scenario behind feel-good self- 
congratulation; apologizing for fail- 
ure ("we did the best we could...") 
instead of conducting a rigorous post- 
action critique; not supporting those 
who want to conduct such a critique; 
the failure to discuss individual in- 
competence if such occurred; anti-in- 
tellectualism that values simplistic, 
buzz-word solutions over disciplined 
study; the typical failure of the meet- 
ing to start on time and proceed effi- 
ciently, making participation difficult 
for more experienced people (who are 
often older and have lives outside of 
basecamp); and proceeding to the next 
action as if nothing were wrong. 

I believe that most of the anti-strategy 
in the various radical movements origi- 
nates in well-intentioned attempts to 
free ourselves from a culture of abusive, 
arbitrary authority. What we've ended 
up with is an ideology of empowerment 
that hides a practice of disempowerment. 


Helplessly fleeing as careful plans fall 
apart is profoundly disempowering in 
the short term. In the long run, repeti- 
tive failure and inability to leam from it 
will lose the entire struggle. 

Notice the self-reinforcing cycle, 
or "feedback loop," that's been cre- 
ated here. As individuals my cohorts 
and I learned from experience, but 
our experience did not lead to greater 
effectiveness due to the movement's 


anti-strategic structure. Unwilling to 
continue with a losing and person- 
ally unsustainable cause, we went 
elsewhere with our lives. The next 
generation of activists now makes 
the same mistakes, but this time 
against a smarter enemy, who has 
learned from our mistakes. Even 
bigger defeat results, discouraging 
people even faster. Without a past to 
learn from, there is no future. 

None of this is inevitable and we 
need not be prisoners of our past 
mistakes. The first step, and probably 
the hardest for many of us, is to admit 
when we're losing and make a com- 
mitment to do something about it. 
From there, we can begin to con- 
sciously develop a self-reinforcing cul- 
ture of strategy, one that places the 
highest value on experience, learning 
and fighting wisely. Institutional 
memory will allow the movement to 
generate sophisticated, effective strat- 
egy. Superior strategy, competently 
executed, is the best guarantee of suc- 
cess in battle. Success will attract new 
people and help retain experienced 
ones, allowing knowledge to be passed 


on and the cycle to continue. 

Toward a culture of strategy, will appear 
in the next issue of the Journal and will 
explore possible ways by which to solve 
two particularly difficult challenges: 1) 
building a competence and experienced- 
based strategy planning structure into 
an anarchistic movement and; 2) in- 
volving and training new people within 
such a structure. I've been asked to 
include a reading list here. That pre- 
sents a problem because there is 
very little material directly rel- 
evant to activist struggles, and 
none of it is adequate. An indis- 
pensable start however, is Gene 
Sharp's Politics of Nonviolent Ac- 
tion, all three volumes. Some 
people find it dry, but the infor- 
mation is invaluable. Christo- 
pher Kruegler and Peter 
Ackerman's Strategic Nonviolent 
Conflict is more exciting reading, 
but will make more sense after 
reading Sharp's book. Military 
theorists have done the best work 
in the development of strategy, 
but it often can take some men- 
tal stretching to figure out how to apply 
it to saving trees. There is often consid- 
erable irrelevant chaff to sift through as 
well. For those who want to go to the 
effort, I'd recommend starting with Sir 
Basil Liddell-Hart's Strategy and Robert 
Leonhard's Art of Maneuver. 



I believe that most of the anti-strat- 
egy in the various radical movements 
originates in well-intentioned at- 
tempts to free ourselves from a culture 
of abusive, arbitrary authority. What 
we’ve ended up with is an ideology of 
empowerment that hides a practice of 
disempowerment. 


.is a movement without a future. 
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The Dene Suline of Cold Lake 

Ix^ciss^rf i v\cj yVboHgmo! TTitl^ and 
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by Tintin Jones 

The Primrose Lake Air Weapons 
Range (PLAWR) in Northern Alberta, 
Canada is a favored North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) play- 
ground where numerous missiles, 
bombs, weapons and aircraft that are 
currently being used in the "War 
Against Terrorism" are being tested. 
Since June 2001, the Dene Suline, 
aboriginal people of Cold Lake, have 
established a camp at the main en- 
trance of the weapons range. They 
are opposing the theft and destruc- 
tion of their traditional territory to 
feed the war machine and the oil 
industry. 

Since their earliest memories, the 
Dene Suline have lived peacefully on 
the land that is now the PLAWR. 
Through hunting, fishing, trapping and 
food gathering, the Dene Suline have 
sustained themselves as a people in the 
face of genocide from the Canadian 
government and NATO. 

The Dene people live from north- 
western Canada down to Black Mesa in 
Arizona. The US and Canadian govern- 
ments and corporations have stolen 
their land, killed their people and forced 
the Dene onto reservations. Like the 
Dineh people at Big Mountain, the 
Dene Suline of Cold Lake have faced 
forced relocation. 

The first Europeans on Dene Suline 
territory were Hudson Bay Company 
fur traders, and by 1 867 a treaty, known 
as Treaty Number Six, was forced onto 
the Dene Suline. In 1952, the Canadian 
government, under the pretense of pro- 
tecting the freedom and safety of 
Canada, stole the land encompassing 
PLAWR, land that was guaranteed to 
the Dene by treaty. 

When this happened, the Dene Suline 
had a seven-day sit-in at Suckerville, on 
the shores of Primrose Lake, refusing to 


move until their land was returned. 
After heavy coercion from the govern- 
ment, a deal was made: a lease of 4,490 
square miles for military use only which 
was to be returned, or a new lease 
negotiated after twenty years. 

Before 1952, a large deposit of oil 
was discovered on their territory and 
by the early '70s the technology had 
been developed to extract that oil. 



Since then, the oil companies, prima- 
rily Alberta Energy Corporation and 
Petro Canada, have been taking bil- 
lions of dollars worth of oil yearly and 
destroying the environment in the 
process. In recent years further devel- 
opments in technology have made 
the extraction of oil in the tar sands 
possible increasing the oil potential. 
This region has more oil reserves than 
Saudi Arabia. 

The voices of opposition from the 
Dene Suline have been ignored by the 


government. Not surprisingly, after 
the original 20-year lease was up, the 
government still maintained control 
over Primrose Lake and did not rene- 
gotiate the lease. 

The territory of the Dene Suline is 
being bombed and decimated every 
day. Burial grounds, traplines and 
hunting and fishing grounds are de- 
stroyed by the greed of the oil industry 
and the bombs of the NATO war ma- 
chine. Through residential schools, 
poverty, alcohol, destruction of the 
environment and forced assimilation, 
the government has tried to break the 
culture and strength of the people. 

NATO, the War Machine and 
Native Territory 

Many other indigenous nations on 
Turtle Island have seen the effects of 
the war machine's testing on their 
territories. The Western Shoshone 
people in Newe Segobia (Nevada) have 
suffered from massive nuclear testing 
on their lands. Many people have de- 
veloped cancer and other illnesses from 
nuclear radiation and the destruction 
of the land and the sustenance it pro- 
vides. Thousands of low-level planes 
fly over the territory of the Innu people 
in northeast Canada every year, nega- 
tively affecting their environment, 
food sources and culture. 

In the 50 years since the Depart- 
ment of National Defense stole this 
land, Primrose Lake has become one 
of the largest airforce bases in the 
world. The "Tomahawk" cruise mis- 
sile was first tested at Primrose Lake, 
and then used in Iraq, Yugoslavia and 
now Afghanistan. 

As a people who have lived close to 
the land for thousands of years, the 
Dene Suline are intimatelv aware of 
the impacts of NATO and PLA-.VR on 
their environment. They have seen an 
increase in disease in both humans 
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A NATION WILT ON GENOCIDE 


and animals. Their lakes and rivers are 
being polluted by the waste of the oil 
industry and NATO bombs and mis- 
siles. 

The ancient boreal forest around 
PLAWR is home to moose, elk, buffalo, 
timber wolves and bears. These ani- 
mals are being killed and displaced by 
the bombardment of their habitat. 

For six weeks every year at the PLAWR, 
more than 18 NATO countries use the 
range for "Operation Maple Flag" in 
which they test new laser and ballistic 
missiles and depleted uranium (DU) 
bombs [see article page 17]. DU is the 
left over element from the fission of 
Uranium 235, which is used for fuel for 
weapons and nuclear reactors. DU con- 
tains alpha and beta emitters which 
cause damage to cells in the lungs, 
bones, kidneys, prostate, guts and 
brains, eventually leading to cancer. 
Depleted uranium contaminates the 
land, air and water for millions of years. 

The "War Against Terrorism" is colo- 
nization in the 21st century. Land is 
turned into military occupied zones. 
The environment is destroyed, the 
people are forced to give their oil to 
the hungry western market and as- 
similate their culture and economy 
into the world capitalist market place. 

What NATO and Canada have done 
to the Dene Suline and their territory 
is what they want to do to the world. 
People have been lead to believe the 
"War Against Terrorism” is a war for 
freedom and democracy, to liberate 
Afghanis and other Muslims from re- 
pressive governments and radical funda- 


mentalists. But the Taliban's treat- 
ment and oppression of women and 
non-Muslims is no different than 
the Canadian treatment of the Dene 
Suline and other indigenous people 
on Turtle Island. As "Operation En- 
during Freedom" continues, there is 
only going to be more genocide com- 
mitted against the native people of Turtle 
Island and destruction of their territo- 
ries in the name of military testing: 

Dene Suline Resistance 

For the past six months, the Dene 
Suline have asserted their aboriginal 
title and opposed the NATO war ma- 
chine by reoccuppying their traditional 
territory at PLAWR. On June 3, 2001, 
the Dene Suline blocked the Alberta 
Energy Corporation (AEC) access road 
and the weapons range and established 
a camp there. They are re-asserting 
their title to their homelands by physi- 
cally living on them, and by doing so, 
they are implementing the 1997 
Delgamuukw Supreme Court decision, 
which affirms the inherent rights of 
native people in Canada. 

On December 12, the government 
was able to pass through their next 
stage in the theft of Dene land by 
working with the Band Council gov- 
ernment to pass a referendum which 
gives the Dene $25.5 million and a 
measly 5,000 acres of land in exchange 
for the 4,500 square miles of their 
territory that encompasses the whole 
weapons range. This works out to 
only $35 an acre and $2,500 for each 
Cold Lake band member. 


This deal was fast tracked past the 
people by the government and Band 
Council with little information given 
about alternatives; This deal reflects the 
current phase of genocide in Canada, 
whereby the Canadian government 
wor,ks with Band Councils to cut deals 
and "settle land questions. ” For a people 
that have been oppressed for so long 
and suffer from chronic unemployment, 
alcoholism and poverty, the offer of 
money has an immediate short-term 
appeal and these deals are able to pass 
despite dissent from traditionalists and 
other members of the nation. 

The Dene Suline are not giving up 
or backing down because of this latest 
tactic by the government. Around 20 
people are still at the camp regularly, 
despite bitter winter cold. They re- 
cently finished building their first 
permanent cabin and are in the pro- 
cess of building more. Dene Suline 
Warriors are promising direct action 
against PLAWR, the government, 
Alberta Energy Corporation and any- 
one else in support of this deal. The 
Dene people have survived this long 
in the face of genocide and they will 
continue to fight to defend their 
people and territory against devasta- 
tion by Canada, the oil industry and 
the NATO war machine. 

"We need the world to look closely at 
this act of aggression. We need human 
rights and environmental groups as well 
as the peace/anti-war movements to act 
on their resolutions and defend the 
territories," said Dene Warrior Brian X. 

Flow to support: The Dene Suline 
are desperately in need of funds. To 
contribute, contact the phone num- 
ber below; or transfers can be made to 
Cold Lake Dene People's Fund, acct. 
230 6017 01-maximizer, Cold Lake 
Credit Union, Cold Lake, AB. They 
need communications gear (video 
cameras, cell phones, radios). You can 
also support by organizing actions 
against any of the government bodies, 
the Department of National Defense, 
corporations and NATO. To join their 
actions on the front lines, contact the 
number below. The Dene Suline want 
this information to get out to people, 
so please help by spreading the word. 

For more info contact Dene Suline of 
Cold Lake, POB 8497, Cold Lake, Dene 
SulineTerritory, "AB"T0M 1M2 Canada; 
(780) 639-4952; (780) 812-0306. 
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Toxic Down winds: no redress 



by David Orton 

Saboteurs: Wiebo Ludwig's War Against Big Oil, by An- 
drew Nikiforuk, published by Mac farlane Walter & Ross, Toronto, 
Ontario, 2001. 

"Extremists are ordinary people with their backs against 
the wall. " 

— disciplined RCMP Sergeant 

This is a must-read book for anyone who wants to 
understand how the oil and gas industry negatively im- 
pacts people and the environment. 

Saboteurs is grounded in the impact of the oil and gas 
industry over the past 10 years on fundamentalist 
Christian Reverend Wiebo Ludwig and his extended 
Trickle Creek farm-commune family of about 36 per- 
sons, the "Church of Our Shepherd King," as well as 
many other peoples' experience in Alberta. The farm- 
commune (on what originally was an unspoilt 160 
acres) is in the Peace River area of northern Alberta. It 
is a simple, eco-alternative lifestyle, religious commu- 
nity, seen by Ludwig "as a viable visionary alternative 
to the prevailing destructive lifestyles around us. " From 
1990 onwards, Trickle Creek residents were frequently 
gassed, by flares of hydrogen sulphide from sour gas 
wells on and surrounding their farm. The Energy and 


Utilities Board (EUB), largely financed by industry 
itself, consistently refused Ludwig's request for a pub- 
lic inquiry, despite the Board's own admission that in 
1998 daily flaring around Trickle Creek "released 
enough gas to heat more than 5,000 homes." Flares are 
described in the book as looking "like giant candles" 
and roaring "like jet engines." Flares can discharge 
through high stacks or at ground level. Apart from this 
incredible waste, there is the pollution, truck traffic 
and other inconveniences associated with industrial 
exploitation, all of which are approved by govern- 
ment regulatory agencies. 

About 40 percent of Alberta gas is "sour," meaning it 
contains hydrogen sulphide or sulphur. As the author 
notes, those who work around sour gas suffer a num- 
ber of health problems: "Men who have worked 
Alberta's sour gas fields tend to age rapidly and look 
old before their time." Naturally, the oil and gas 
industry and government have a different view: "Both 
industry and government argue that no conclusive 
body of scientific evidence supports the claim that 
small doses of H2S (hydrogen sulphide) are harmful." 
About one third of Alberta's government revenues 
come from oil and gas. Yet for more than 40 years now, 
as author Nikiforuk shows, rural Albertans exposed to 
sour gas emissions have had bloody noses, respiratory 
problems, premature births, nausea, cancer, asthma 
and dead or sick livestock. 

Why does flaring occur? Nikiforuk explains that "oil 
wells flare to burn off gas that doesn't warrant the cost of 
a pipeline. Gas plants flare to convert H2S into water and 
less toxic sulphuric dioxide. Both wells and plants often 
flare during routine cleanups or emergency burn-offs of gas 
called "upsets." 

What is in the flares? According to a 1994 Alberta 
Research Council study, withheld by the government 
for two years, found "that flares didn't burn efficiently 
and left anywhere from 16 to 38 percent of the gases 
intact. While the burning of waste gas destroyed some 
toxins, it created others — as many as 250 compounds, 
including known cancer causers and brain fuddlers 
such as benzene, styrene carbon disulphide, hydrogen 
sulphide and carbonyl sulphide." 

Ludwig's experience, and that of others chronicled 
in this fine, progressive, yet anthropocentric book by 
Nikiforuk, shows what many rural Canadians have 
come to learn first-hand — that there is no permanent 
unspoilt space for one's family which cannot be fun- 
damentally disrupted by capitalist economic activity. 
In Alberta, only about 10 percent of forest land re- 
mains unfragmented by seismic lines, pipelines, oil 
and gas wells, clearcutting and roads. According to 
Saboteurs, in the year 2001 over 20,000 oil and gas 
wells were to be drilled in the province. Nikiforuk 
notes that in the year 2000, the regulatory EUB only 
turned down one application, out of thousands, to 
drill an oil and gas well. 
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The lives of rural residents can often be turned upside 
down by nearby clearcutting, mining, oil and other so- 
called development. In Alberta, Nova Scotia or any other 
province, while a person may "own"'land under the 
capitalist economic system, one cannot own the mineral 
rights beneath the land. These reside with provincial 
governments. Capitalist property "rights" are sold or 
leased on industry's demand. The oil and gas industry 
operates as though the people with whom they must 
negotiate entry for well sites or pipeline rights-of-way 
have no deep attachment to their place of residence or 
care abour preserving the ecological integrity of the land. 
Atlantic lessons 

Reading Sabateurs should help to cast away illusions 
aboutthe fossil fuel industry'sclaimsthatitcan ever be 
a "good neighbor" or "co-exist" with commercial 
fishing, eco-tourism or preserving marine habitat. 
Who will be looking out for the inevitable pipeline 
leaks, breakages, well blow-outs, release of toxic drill- 
ing muds, human errors, etc.? At the farcical hearings 
into the Sable gas project, the mountains of company 
literature presented to environmental assessment panels 
all came to an identical conclusion: "No significant 


adverse environmental or adverse socio-economic im- 
pacts are likely to occur." 

In a wider sense, which Nikiforuk's book does not 
really cover, fossil fuel is central to the continuing 
ecological destructiveness of the global industrial 
economy. George Bush has made it clear that Canada 
has a major role to play in servicing the American 
colossus. Our Canadian politicians are prostrating them- 
selves to answer Bush's energy call. 

Wiebo Ludwig was eventually sentenced to 28 months 
prison time for his ecotage of oil and gas installations. But 
this book makes it clear that Ludwig had a lot of support in 
rural Alberta. Given the new "anti-terrorist" climate in 
Canada, and the passage of legislation like bills C-35 and C- 
36, future interference with the fossil fuel industry will 
likely be considered "treasonous." 

Nikiforuk's book is full of stories of how in Alberta 
the industry and the government promote "denial," 
not rectification. There is a lot of rage in Alberta, and 
it will be heading to the East Coast. Oil and gas 
activists and the interested public need to read this 
book. Knowing the true face of the enemy is part of 
any intelligent battle preparation. 


I Marched Against the Bill continued. . . 


continued from page 20 

Terrorism is police teargassing, shooting and beat- 
ing peaceful protesters. It's the police shouting fascist 
abuse in Genoa and using rubber bullets in Gothenburg. 
Terrorism is the police, the government and the corpo- 
rations. It's what happens day after day, year after year 
in this fucked-up system. It's the feeling of oppression, 
when you get the sense that something is trying to 
strangle the life out of you. It's the slow torture over 
months and years. It's what we all fight against daily 
in the struggle of rejecting a system that wants at best 
to ignore us, at worst to annihilate us. 

What we need to remember is that the real criminals 
and terrorists are the arms dealers, and the corporation 
heads. Think of Shell destroying land and lives in 
Nigeria; drug companies controlling desperately needed 
HIV/ AIDS treatment in Africa whilst thousands are 
dying; or US and UK-led sanctions on Iraq crippling an 
entire country and killing innocent people. Terrorism is 
the oppression bred by the state. It gets me so angry 
because I love this Earth and everything on it. There is 
so much beauty, so much love and there is always the 
capacity for peace. The Terrorism Act will hit us hard 
and bring pain to the community around me but it will 
not stop us. I have absolute faith in that. 

Cat Hemlock is an environmental and peace activist who at 
the moment spends most of her time staring out of bus 
windows at trees and dreaming about climbing them. Like 
most cats, she doesn't really have a home and is currently 
traveling around the West Coast of North America. You can 
reach her at cat_hemlock@hotmail.com. 
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k Review. Memoirs Of An Urban Guerrilla 


by Brian Burch 

Direct Action: Memoirs of an Urban 
Guerrilla, by Ann Hansen, published by 
Between the Lines, Toronto, Ontario, 2001 
andbyAK Publishing, Oakland, CA 2002. 

No matter what has happened in the 
last twenty years, the defining moment 
of my political activist career was the 
bombing of Litton Industries. Theirplant 
in northwest Toronto was where Cana- 
dian complicity in the arms race was 
publicly revealed. Here, Canadian tax 
dollars were subsidizing production of 
the guidances system for American air- 
launched cruise missiles. For years the 
Cruise Missile Conversion Project and 
various local expressions of the Alliance 
for Nonviolent Action persistently and 
nonviolently attempted to end this sym- 
bol of Canadian involvement in the 
arms race. In the fall of 1982 there was a 
rupture, an upheaval in the resistance to 
manufacturing the tools of war — a bomb 
went off at Litton Industries. The group 
Direct Action claimed responsibility. 

The police took this opportunity to 
go after peace activists. Our homes and 
offices were raided. People were picked 
up off the street and out of movie 
theatres for questioning. False charges 
were filed to pressure them to name 
names. It was a fearful and formative 
time; one that is hard to imagine was 
20 years ago. 

Ann Hansen was one of the members 
of Direct Action. Her book is a slightly 
fictionalized account of the history of 
Direct Action and the political realities 
of the late 1970s and early 1980s. 

Reading Direct Action, one gets a 
hint of Emma Goldman's Living My 
Life. There is a strong, personal narra- 
tive linked to the broader world of 
movements for positive and compas- 
sionate social transformation. Cre- 
ated conversations between known 
activists, sections that are almost di- 
ary-like in nature and parts that re- 
semble a newspaper are feature in 
balanced detail — Direct Action is a 
structurally complex work. 

What most struck home was the 
short retelling of the incident of being 
picked up by police who were driving 
an unmarked car. This is, to me, sym- 
bolic of one of the lesser known reali- 
ties of the aftermath of Litton — it's 
effects on the lives of people uncon- 
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nected to the bombing. For about two 
years there was a strong sense of fear 
omong activists, wondering what 
would happen next — who would 
have their home raided? Who would 
face a series of harassing charges? 
Will one of us be charged because 
the police needed to charge some- 
one? Our partners and families faced 
harassment as well. 



MEMCHtS OF AN 
UiBAN GUERRILLA 



This book doesn't indicate whether 
this impact — that fallout from the 
bombing would cause harm to people 
far removed from the action — had 
been considered by any of the partici- 
pants. I would have liked to see that, 
partly because I know through corre- 
spondence with the five while they 
were in prison that all of them were 
genuinely concerned about the vic- 
tims of police actions in the after- 
math of the bombings. 

What is revealed throughout the book 
is a real militant compassion. Ann 
Hansen is good at portraying the range 
of issues that the five participants in 
Direct Action attempted to address. 
There was no sudden leap from a de- 
sire for social change to a participation 
in urban guerrilla warfare. Rather, we 
are invited to share in a process that 
reveals why people who were deeply 
committed to a just and ecologically 
sound world would accept the costs of 
bombing as a step toward their ideals. 


Some of Ann Hansen biographical 
details were a surprise. The tapestry of 
her relationships was quite complex. 
Some were intensely emotional, indi- 
cating a capacity for love that, I think, 
also underlies her own willingness to 
take major personal risks in order to 
make life better for others. 

The details of the various actions, from 
the fire bombing of Red Hot Video and 
the bombing of the Dunsmuir site, to 
armed robberies, are not a romanticized 
view of armed struggleorsabotage. Rather, 
they are pragmatic and, to a great extent, 
they are background details from the 
story of the Vancouver Five/Squamish 
Five/Direct Action/Wimmin's Fire Brigade 
from Ann Hansen's personal perspective. 

While Direct Action is a personal 
statement, it is also an historical docu- 
ment. Twenty years ago, revolution 
was not merely an advertising con- 
cept. As in the period when the 
Weather Underground arose, there 
were massive, public demands for 
radical social transformation. In 
Nicaragua and El Salvador there were 
large-scale popular revolts against US- 
backed regimes. In Canada, leaders of 
unions and churches participated in 
demonstrations that were definitively 
anti-capitalist and anti-militarist. 
There was enthusiasm as victories 
accumulated, such as reproductive 
freedom, which had been won 
through mass nonviolent resistance 
to unjust laws. If there were road- 
blocks to change, was it unreasonable 
to want their removal? If immediate 
harm was going to occur, such as 
building weapons for the US mili- 
tary, destroying the ecosystem or 
exploiting women's sexuality, was it 
unreasonable for people to try and 
sabotage the actual places where 
harm was occurring? 

Direct Action looks at this reality 
and questions it. In the light of the 
strong anti-globalization movement 
and the US response to the events of 
September 11,1 think this is an essen- 
tial book to read and reflect upon. We 
are in a world where the police have 
recently been given extreme powers 
to crack down on dissent. If nothing 
else, this book will encourage serious 
thought about effectively resisting 
while considering the consequences 
of resistance. 


Long live the New West! 

The lay of the land is slowly yet rape and pillage of our Western natu- 
dramatically changing, often in excit- ral heritage with the mouths, as South- 
ing bursts, for the emerging New West western author Ed Abbey decried, of 
of America. The Old West — the Cow- their "hooved locusts." 


land does not belong to us. We belong 
to the land. We are the land and it is 
us. It is everyone's and it is no one's. 

While the federal government is eas- 
ily the main culprit in this pathos, a 
strong second for blame lies with cer- 
tain influential "environmiddle-ist" 
groups. Outfits such as the Sierra Club, 


boy West — is dying a slogging, recalci- 
trant, yet inexorable death. The old 
days, old ways are going. Not yet gone. 
But far from vibrant. Let's say, ap- 
proaching life support. 

For cattle ranchers, the seemingly 
ever-glowing delusion of "home on the 
range" is finally dimming. Times are 
hard and growing harder by the month . 

Formerly having to face drought, 
floods, fluctuating beef markets, bro- 
ken down fences and pesky predators, 
ranchers must now additionally fact 1 
courtrooms and lawyers. They must 
now face the Endangered Species Act 
and a host of other federal laws that 
stand as obstructions to their hostile, 
century-plus assault on our homeland 
biodiversity — laws that now stand as 
templates of hope for wild plants and 
animals, rivers and mountains, mead- 
ows and canyons throughout the West. 

Once touted as virile, persevering, 
salt-of-the-Earth folk stamping out a 
living, against all odds, cattle ranchers 
are gradually being exposed for the 
profoundly Earth-destructive mob they 
actually are. Further, the Bureau of Land 
Management and the National Forest 
Service, supposed stewards of our pub- 
lic lands, are facing similarly daunting 
opposition in the same legal venues as 
ranchers. For the same reasons. 

For only so long can ranchers, with 
abetment from the Feds, pound our 
Mother to oblivion under the hooves' 
of their cows. For only so long can 
they get away with fraud, larceny, 





Federally subsidized or free barbed 
wire, fence posts, grazing allotments, 
water tanks, helicopter services, pipes, 
windmills, seeding, herbicide, pesti- 
cide, predator trapping, poisoning and 
aerial shooting now loom imminently 
as tragedies of the past. 

Desertification, erosion, habitat de- 
struction, extinction, flash-flooding, 
sheet-flooding and stream siltation — 
atrocities that, as they relate to cattle 
ranching, will soon be anachronisms 
found only in history books. 

The whole package is akin to a king 
paying his knights time and a half to 
tear down the castle. 

In the end, though, as with cattle 
ranchers, Smokev and the Bureau of 
Land Management will need to make 
some adjustments. The Feds will actu- 
ally be required to perform duties for 
which they are truly qualified, instead 
of their once overreaching tasks as 
caregivers of our public lands. 

New chores willbe outlined for them 
in the custodial sector. Be assured their 
most appropriate, most Singular apt- 
ness lies in emptying trash cans, fixing 
picnic tables and cleaning toilets. 

Traveling the Western backcountry 
auspice of these agencies, seeing the 
damage, one wonders, while there may 
be hundreds of rabid anti-grazing ac- 
tivists out there, why there are not 
millions! Here is an industry that is 
more pervasively destructive than any 
other activity on our public lands. Not 
ATVs, logging, mining or Republicans. 
The cattle industry! 

The malevolent marriage of cattle 
/a ranching, the (de)Forest 
(dis)Service and the Bureau 
\ of Land "Manglement" 

y C has spawned a Grim 
Reaper — a destroyer 
of the US's natural 
heritage. Moreover, 
this powerful cabal 
^ scythes down the 

natural heritage of 
ZWBr the world — ofitsin- 

i Mm W — ^ habitants, human or 
otherwise. For the 


Audubon Society, The Nature Conser- 
vancy and others of similar stature 
often spew strong and promising rheto- 
ric on grazing issues. 

However, the amount of energy these 
environmiddle-ists actually put into 
the problem of public lands cattle ranch- 
ing is disparate to their stated policies 
and disproportionate to such a huge 
issue compared to others. They prefer a 
certain comfortable "middle” ground 
consensing, cooperating and compro- 
mising with the cattle industry. What 
power might they wield would they 
simply unite against this problem? 

Middles spawn muddles with the 
devil as sire. 

Yet, despite it all, the New West is 
emerging for the first and final time. 
For the first and final time the Old 
West — the Cowboy West — is sinking 
slowly back into the miasmic, fetid 
soup of its origins. 

At last, the cowpie is turning. From 
beneath it rises the beginning vestiges 
of green, lustful health. Its arrival sig- 
nals the start of the final cattle drive. 
John Wayne, the Marlboro 
man and the mythic cow- fU 
boy will sooner than later ||jl 
drive the last herd across fflf 
the lone prairie, into the Hii 

sunset — over a cliff. !j dp 

Long live the New ii jj( 

West! Long live |i: 

Mother Earth! I|\ i 

— Tim Lengerich k\;\ Ml: ii 
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Check Out the McKenzie Printers Guild 


A few former EF! Joumalistas and Eugeneans have formed the McKenzie 
Printers Guild, a collectively run outfit that specializes in layout and design 
of environmental literature. We are currently working on various campaign 
newsletters, newspapers, magazines, media kits, etc. We are able to accom- 
modate your layout needs. If your group or campaign uses Joe Blow graphic 
designer, it is time to give us a call. Keep the work in the movement and keep 
it wild! For more information, contact the McKenzie Printers Guild, POB 
10384, Eugene, OR 97440; (541) 683-1645. 



Directory of GE Resistance 

A SEED has re-launched the 
online version of the "Directory 
of GE Resistance," a guide to or- 
ganizations campaigning against 
the use of genetic engineering. The 
focus is on groups in Europe, but 
there are many contacts from around the 
globe. You can also add or update your group's details 
online. If your group is not listed, please take time to 
fill in the short form so we can make it an up-to-date 
resource list. The directory is a work in progress, and 
all comments and suggestions are appreciated. 

A SEED GE campaign 

biotech@aseed.antenna.nl • www.groundup.org 


Get yer Slingshot 2002 Organizer 


This 160-page pocket organizer 
has radical dates for every day of 
the year. 

Send $5 to: Slingshot 

3124 Shattuck Ave 
Berkeley, CA 94705 



or y 




Flor y Canto is a not- 
for-profit community 
space intended to 
promote positive social 
change. For more 
information contact 
3706 N. figueroa Ave, 
Los Angeles, CA 90065; 

(323) 276-8350; 
www.florycanto.org; 
mail@florycanto.org. 


Alaska Center 
for the 

Environment 
Needs You! 

"Alaska is not the Last 
Frontier, rather, the last 
bite on the plate. " 

— Edward Abbey 

Come on up and help 
us conserve the last 
big bite! We need 
experienced, commit- 
ted canvassers for 
phone and full-time 
field positions. Be a 
part of the team that 
saves the Arctic 
National Wildlife 
Refuge, the last great 
American wilderness. 
This will change 
your life. 
Contact Beth 
Porterfield, 807 G 
Street Suite 100, 
Anchorage, Alaska 
99501; 

(907) 274-3650; 
beth@akcenter.org. 


One Love, One Heart or a 
Sweatshop Economy? 


Don't miss the amazing new 
documentary Life and Debt. 

This film provides an incredible 
opportunity to raise global aware- 
ness and deepen our understanding 
of the impacts of globalization and 
free trade on countries like Jamaica. 
The reggae soundtrack and enter- 
taining storytelling brings a heart- 
warming spirit to the film as well. 

This documentary makes it clear 
just how timely and important it is 
in the debate over the role of the 
IMF, World Bank and World Trade 
Organization in developing coun- 
tries, in this case Jamaica. The movie 
is remarkable because it not only 
deals with many of the human and 
labor rights, environmental and eco- 
nomic policy issues deftly but also 
because it works artistically. 

Life and Debt is truly a work of 
art and an educational opportu- 
nity not to be missed. 

For more information, contact 
Juliette Beck, 2017 Mission Street, 

Suite 303, San Francisco, CA 
94110; (415) 255-7296 ext. 254; 

Juliette@globalexchange.org; 
www.Iifeanddebt.org. 


BlackRhinoceros 

BlackRhinoceros Environmentalists, 
on their newly launched website, 
gather in one place more than 750 
annotated, clearly categorized and 
mapped links to environmental ac- 
tion alerts promoted by more than 
200 ecological campaign groups. 
www.blackrhinoceros.org 


San Francisco Bay Area Anarchist Conference 

The 2002 San Francisco Bay Area Anarchist Conference is now 
asking for workshop proposals. The conference is scheduled for 
Sunday, March 31, the day following the S.F. Annual Anarchist 
Book Fair. The Bay Area Anarchist Conference emphasizes anar- 
chist theory. 

Persons of diverse demographics are encouraged to present and 
discuss anarchist ideas. 

For more information write to asg@onebox.com; 
www.bay-anarchists.org/form.html. 
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Week of Action 



March 18-24 

Join us in Defense 
of the Montana Bison 

Educational Workshops 
Mass Direct Action 
For more information: 

buffalo @ wildrockies.org 
www.wildrockies.org/buffalo 
(406) 646-0070 


♦Nonviolence Training 
♦Guerilla media 


♦Blockade Training 
♦Winter survival 


♦Legal training 
♦Issues Relating to Bison 
♦First Aid Training 


♦Banner/Puppet Making March 23rd 
♦Mass Direct Action to Stop 
the Slaughter of the last Wild Bison 


Hands Off Mount Graham! 

Help is needed to protect this sacred moun- 
tain and unique ecosystem in Arizona. The 
University of Minnesota is about to sign a five 
million dollar contract to join a telescope 
project that has received significant interna- 
tional opposition because development of 
Mount Graham would damage the ecological 
and cultural integrity of the area. 

The San Carlos Apache have asked the 
University of Minnesota to consider their 
objections to this project before they sign on. 
The San Carlos Apache are asking you to do the 
same. We all need to contact the University 
decision makers and let them know they 
should not sign on the Mount Graham tele- 
scope project. 

To express your rage, contact the University 
of Minnesota President Mark Yudof at Presi- 
dent 200 Morrill Hall, 100 Church St, SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55455; (612) 626-1616, (612) 
625-0051; myudof@umn.edu, 
bruin001@umn.edu. 

To get involved with the resistance contact 
the Mount Graham Coalition at (612) 384- 
4596; emeraldpeak@hotmail.com; 
aguylopez@hotmail .com . 


Eastern Eorest Defense 
Direct Action Camp! 

May 28 thru June 3, 2002 

In Southern Indiana in the middle of the great Eastern 
hardwood forest. 

The great forests of the eastern half of Turtle Island can 
and will recover if given a chance. However, an impres- 
sive array of greedheads stand in the way of Eastern forest 
recovery. In fact, these entities are actively destroying the 
struggling remnants of the great Eastern forests. The U$ 
Forest Service, the pulp and paper industry, developers, 
strip miners, genetic manipulators and other greedy 
industrialists are daily engaged in wanton acts of destruc- 
tion against our beautiful and biologically diverse Eastern 
Forests. We have to mobilize to defend our forest homes! 
These forests are our collective life support systems. Their 
defense is self defense! 

All activists, forest dwellers, concerned citizens and 
others ready and willing to act on behalf of our forests 
are invited to attend. We want to focus on evolving 
non-violent direct action tactics. Put together affinity 
groups, forest action groups, etc., come on down. 

For more info contact the National Forest Protection 
Alliance, POB 1891 Charlottesville, VA 22903; (434) 
971-5990, (434) 970-1806 fax; scurry@firstva.com; 
www.forestadvocate.org. You can also contact Katuah 
Earth First! River Faction Perrin de Jong (865) 673-5083; 
sandinolives@yahoo . com. 
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Popular Education for 
a Free Society 

Interdisciplinary studies to guide social change - year-round 
study options including a B.A. degree in affiliation with 
Burlington College to intensive summer programs, and more. 
Please contact us or visit our web site. 


Institute for Social Ecology 

1118 Maple Hill, Plainfield, VT 05667, (802) 454-8493, info@xKtal-ecology.ort! 

www.social-ecology.org 


A nonprofit, tax-exempt organization which 
funds environmental education media. Donations 
and funding proposals can be sent to: 

Earth Defense Education Project 

POB 3023 a 

Tbcson AZ 85702 


Note: If you would like your contribution to go to the 
Earth First! Journal, please note it with your donation. Thank you. 


Where the Earth comes first 

Summer Session 2002 offers 30 courses to prepare students to 
shape future environmental policy. Open to both law and non- 
law students for auditing, or law and graduate school credit 

Study concentrations include: international environmental law 
pollution prevention and abatement . ethics and environ- 
mental justice law and ecology . ocean and coastal law . land 
use and management law 

alternative dispute resolution . energy law and pollicy 

Environmental Law Center: Vermont Law School 
(800) 227-1395 x2201 . elcinfo@vermontlaw.edu . 
elc.vermontlaw.edu 


SCAMBUSTERS EXPOSING 

all the latest 

FRAUDS, SCAMS, & RIP-OFFS OF 
OUR CONSUMER CULTURE 

with the effects on our food supply, our health, 
and the rights of animals 

Scambusters includes profiles on products, services, 
professions, Trade Secrets, “Insider” Information & 
Tricks Of The Trade ... EVEN PREDICTS TERRORISM! 

www.scambustersUSA.com 



Concerned Sinofes 


links compatible, socially conscious 
singles who care about 
the Earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • AH Ages 
Straight/Gay • Since 1984 
FREE SAMPLE 
Box 444-EF 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
® 413-445-6309 
www.concernedsingles.com 



March of Dimes — 

HELPING o, 
HURTING ? 

P6TA 

1 -866-TEST-KIND 
MarchOfCrimes.com 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal 


ind get 


some tree music 


City, State, Zip. 


Name O $500 Lifetime Subscription Q $40 Surface Mail, International 

Address O $30 Regular Rate ($25 low income) O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope O $50 Air Mail, International 

City, State, Zip O $40 First Class (US $, no foreign checks) 

Tel Country O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ DONATION 

Email O Send me a free "Keep it Wild!" music compilation tape with my subscription 

Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions Credit Card Orders circle one: Visa / MC 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 # e* p . date 


Credit Card Orders 


circle one: Visa / MC 
Exp. date 
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tones 
and ai 


If an Agent 


Knocks: 

What is political 
intelligence? Do I have to 
talk to the FBI? What 
rights do I have? Find out 
the answers to these and 
many more questions in 
this 30-page booklet. 
English/Spanish — $1 


“Who Bombed Judi Bari? 
CD— $12 


Rosebud “Thundermug 


Honeypot” CD — $12 


VISIONS or A WARRIOR 


V', 


i 




< 


EARTH f 

TRINKETS AND SNAKE OIL 








Second. Edition 


name: 


j color j size 


all prices foreign orders add 15% 
include shipping! 

Total 

Credit Card Orders 
Visa/MC (circle one) 

Card # ______ 

Exp. date (month/year) . 

85702. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


I phone: 

I email: 

I Mail to: EF! Merchandise, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 

i : : : 


u any rruurt 

Tan with black and green fist and black 
lettering. Specify wording. 

“Greed Kills” or “Earth First!” $12 


Eanhf||pFirst! 

Direct Action 
Manual 


Uncompromising Nonviolent Resistance 
in Defense of Mother Earth! 




| Quantity . Description 


Febuary-March2002 Earth First! Page 61 













Earth 


University of Alabama EF! 

POB 860997, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 

ua-earthfirst@antisocial.com 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 

POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

Wildfire Infoshop 

POB 23552, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

wildfireinfoshop@yahoo.com 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 5564, Phoenix, AZ 85010-5564 
phoenixef@excite.com 

Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94S16 
(510) 848-8724 

Environmentally Sound Promotions 
POB 2254, Redway, CA 95560 
(707) 923-4949; ensopro@asis.com 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 93107 

(707) 523-1229 

Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 

(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 

COLORADO ' • 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 

Wilderness Defense 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435-0101 

(303) 385-3043, (617) 687-2598 (fax) 

wildernessdefense@email.com 

F L OR I D A 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 

(904) 421-1559 

Gainesville/Ichetucknee EF! 

c/o CMC, 1021 W. University Ave, 

Gainesville, FL 32601 

(3S2) 373-0010; gainesvilleEF@ziplip.com 

Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 

(904) 462-3374 

Stone Soup Collective 

1020 S. Orange Ave, Orlando, FL 32806 

(407) 999-7700 

CORE Infoshop 

2235 Central Ave, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 
(727) 827-2673; core@core-info.org 
GEOR GIA 

Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 

foothills@katuah.org 

HAWA I I 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 
I LLINO IS 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W. 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 
friends@enteract.com 
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The Brokedowns/Elgin Food Not Bombs 
308 South St #15, Elgin, IL 60123 
(847) 931-9054 
thebrokedowns@thebrokedowns.com 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois Ave, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618)549-7387; harvest827@aol.com 
INDIANA 
Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
(913) 461-8583 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

5089 Fox Hill Rd, Athens, ME 04912 

MARYLAND 

Two Rivers EF! 

POB 5, Piney Point, MD 20674 
tworiversef@doityourself.com 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St Apt. 31, 

Boston, MA 02215 
(617) 859-8155 
MI CH I GAN 

Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
Popular Power 

POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685 
Lost Cause Collective 
POB 237, Marquette, MI 49855 
(906) 228-7074 

lostcausecolective@hotmail.com 
M IN NESOTA 
Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 580407, Mpls, MN 55458 
(612) 362-3387 

churchofdeepecology@hotmail.com 
Boundary Waters EF! 

7908 Minnetonka Blvd, 

St. Louis Park, MN 55426 

(612) 719-7000; smgbecker@aol.com 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Mpls, MN 55405 

(612)450-9178 

paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mtn. Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 
POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205 
(573) 443-6832 

MONTANA 

Wild Rockies EF !/ Wild Rockies Review 
POB 1742, Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 549-8863 
wref@wildrockies.org 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 


Environmental Resource Center 
205 N.Mears, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
buffalobmce@panhandle.net 
NE W JERSEY 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 
(609) 265-0392 


NEW MEXICO 
New Mexico Direct Action 
POB 452, Las Vegas, NM 87701 
actionnm@yahoo.com 
NEW YORK 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY 13902-6000 
(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 
Project Harmony 
216 W. 122 St, NY, NY 10027 
(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 


Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631; mountainfaction@cs.com 
Rustic Revolt 

112 Barricuda St, Moyock, NC 27958 
(252) 662-2878 
Uwharrie Earth First! 

POB 561, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
(919) 942-5205; bisonl2@hotmail.com 
Mountain Eco-Collective 
Warren Wilson College, CPO Box #6238, 
POB 9000, Asheville, NC 28815 
mountainecocolllective@hotmail.com 


Unci Maka Uonihanpo (Honor 
Mother Earth) 

POB 29, Ft. Yates, ND 58538 

treeeves@westriv.com 

OHIO 

Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 

Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; mickey@efn.org 
Cascadia Forest Alliance 
PO Box 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; cfa@spiritone.org 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

102 Third St Apt 2, Carnegie, PA 15106 

TE N NES SEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 
Katuah EF! /River Faction 
POB 16242, Knoxville, TN 37996 
(865) 633-8483; kropotkin@hushmail.com 
TEXAS - 
EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 
EF! San Antonio 
earthflrstsanantonio@hotmail.com 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1 Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Houston EF! 

PMB 413, 1302 Waugh Dr, 

Houston, TX 77019 


Dallas EF! EIRE Rainbow Keepers 

POB 820872, Dallas, TX 75382 An Talmah Glas (Green Earth) POB 52, Kasimov, 391330 


UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 
Rainbow Bridge EF! 
rainbowbridgeef@aol.com 
VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 
VIRGINIA 
Virginia EF! 


54 Avora Park, Howth, Co Dublin 
353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com 
ENGLAND 

More than 30 Earth First! and radical ecological 
direct action groups exist in the "United King- 
dom." There are also a number of other anar- 
chist/revolutionary groups and projects. For a 
list or for general news from the UK, contact: 
EF! Action Update 

POB 487 Norwich NR2 3AL, 0160-3219811 


(0913) 14-5-14; rk@lavrik.ryazan.ru 


Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339-8009 
424 3688 (fax) 

Fife EF! 


c/o 91 South Street, St Andrews, 


Fife KY16 9Q 


01334-477411 



efactionupdate@bigfoot.com 
Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept.29, 2S5 Wilmslow Road, 
Manchester M 1 4 5LW 
0161-226-6814 

mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk gil | 
Leeds EP. c/o CRC 
16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB 
0113-262-9365; ieedsef@ukf.net 

Do or Die 

c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place, Brighton, 
East Sussex, BN2 2GY 
doordtp@yahoo.co.uk 
FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 

71 Av. Jean Jaures, 92140 Clamart 
01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY 1| 

EF! Germany c/o Manuel Lindinger 
Europahaus, Rheingut Str 40/40, 78462 
Konstanz; manueIiindingei@uni-konstanz.dfs 
I N DI A 

Anand Skaria J 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 

(009) 484-25435 


Rt 1 Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 
(540) 885-6983 
EF! Collective 

321 S. Laurel St, Richmond, VA, 23220 
(804) 643-5190 
earthfirstRV A@end-war.com 
DC Area EF! 

nightbrigade@girlmail.com 


Slobodna Altemativa 
Staromestski 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 


Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 


Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg. 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 
82-2-747-8500; 82-2-766-4180 (fax); 
gteenkorea@greenkorea.org 
SPAIN 

Environmental Workshop 
1ES Xelmirez. 1, 15701 Santiago 
manoelantonio@lettera.net 
S WEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 
UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 

POB 322, Kiev 252187 

7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 (fax) 

rk@cci.glasnet.ru 


Shuksan Direct Action 

POB 1327, Bellingham, WA 98227 ■ 

shuksandirect@hotmail.com 

Direct Action Network 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 

Olympia EF!/Castadia Defense Network 

POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 

wildcascadia@yahoo.com 


Midwest Headwaters EF! 

31 University Sq, Madison, WI 53715 

(608) 262-9036 

Liberated Zone Info Shop 

308 Nelson Hall-UWSP, Stevens Point, 

54481 

LZIS@hotmail.com 


Gwynedd & Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terrace 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 1AX 
01248-355821 


Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 Bihar, 

POB 229 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 
POB 4611, Tei-Aviv, 61046 
972(0)3 516 2349 
THE NET HER LANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
tel/fax 31-84-8666018; groenh@dds.nl 

PHI LI P P INES ILJH 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Road, Makati, Metro Manila 
(2)816-0986,851-110 (fax) 

Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City , ^ 

EF! Campaign East M. MkMP”^od| 
POB 1 76, Tagig Central PO 1632 Tagig, 


Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 
krstnpnt@netscape.net 

Internationa 


There is an international Earth First! web 
page at: www.snet.co.uk/ef/ 


Bioengineering Action Network 
ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/-ban 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; ancr@wildrockies 
EF! Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
tel/fax (925) 376-7329 
End Corporate Dominance 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 


EF! Australia 

POB 1059, Maleney, Qld 4552 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21-85-05 
CANADA 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Notre 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, Quebec H2X2T3 
Elaho EF! 

(604) 682-3269 x.6144 
earth_first@ziplip.com 


Warrior Poets Society 

POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712-5501 

Earth Liberation Front 

www.earthliberationfront.com 

North American ALF Press Office 

POB 3673, Courtenay, BC 

V9N 7P1, Canada 

(250) 703-6312; (419) 858-9065 (fax); 
naalfpo@tao.ca; www.animalliberation.net 


ajama^7, f 43-360^slfa 
tel/fax 48-33-81 7-14-68 
wapienica@pnrwi.most.org.pl 
In Defense of the Earth 
Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 
"W Obronieziemi" Domonika Baryla 
ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 91-038, Lodz 
48-42-653-38-16; goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 
RUSSIA 

FCODFFFNSFt 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000 
(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru 
Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 

POB 14^ Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 

(8312) 34-32-80 

Rainbow Keepers ( Moscow ) 

(0959) 54-91-93 


EF! Cura?ao 
POB 4893, W 


falcone@ffberia.com 


Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 16041 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@volny.cz 

www.ecn.cz/zemepredevsim 

Car Busters Magazine & Resource Center 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Praha 10 

(420) 2781-0849; 781-67-27 (fax); 

carbusters@ecn.cz 


Send directory changes to: 
Earth Firstl Journal 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 



Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them! 


Ecodefense 

•Jeremiah Rush Bowen, #108016, DCC, 1140 East 10 Rd., 
Delta, CO 81416. Serving two years for the arson of a townhouse 
in Boulder, Colorado in the Summer of 2000. Anticipated 
release date is February 7. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, 2605 State St., Salem, OR 
97310. Sentenced to 22.5 years for 13 charges relating to the 
arson of Joe Romania Chevrolet and the attempted arson of 
Tyree Oil in Eugene, Oregon in June 2000. 

•Craig "Critter" Marshall, #13797662, SRCI, 777 Stanton 
Blvd., Ontario, OR 97914. Serving a five-and-a-half-year sen- 
tence for conspiracy to commit arson and possession of 
unlawful devices in relation to the Romania Chevrolet and 
Tyree Oil cases. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC Carswell, POB 27137, 
Admin Max Unit, Fort Worth, TX 76127. Serving 27 years for 
multiple charges including robbing a bank and setting the 
money on fire, the Silo Pruning Hooks disarmament action 
and for sending bullets to corporate CEOs. 

•Marco Camenish, Viale dei Tigli, 14 13900, Biella, Italy. 
Serving 1 2 years for a number of eco-bombings in Italy. Marco 
can read French, German, Spanish and Italian. 

•Inaki Garcia Koch, Carcel de Pamplona, C/San Roque. 
Apdo. 250, 31080 — Irunez — Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. Serv- 
ing just under five years for cutting cables on the construction 
site of the controversial Itoiz dam. 

•Silvano Pellissero, Com. Mastrolierto, Via Ferrerinoli no2, 
Sanponso, 10080 Torino, Italy. Italian anarchist serving six 
years for sabotaging a rail line construction site in the North- 
ern Italian Alps. Silvano can read Spanish, Italian and French, 
but not English. 

Indigenous 

•Eric Wildcat Hall, #BL-S3S5, Unit I/A 10745 Route 18, 
Albion, PA 16475-0002. Serving 35-75 years for helping ship 
arms to Central American resisters. 

•Leonard Peltier, #8963 7<il 32, POB 1000, Leavenworth, KS 
66048. An American Indian Movement (AIM) activist serving 
two life sentences for the alleged murder of two FBI agents at 
the Pine Ridge Siege in the 1970s. 

1 wBSm -.'-: % 

Animal Liberation 

•Neil Bartlett, FW7083, HMP Lewes, Brighton Rd., East 
Sussex, BN7 1EA, England. Recently pled guilty to phoning in 
hoax bomb threats to Glaxo, SmithKline, Shell, Exxon, Mobil, 
Novartis, Morgan Stanley and Berwick-upon-Tweed Borough 
Council. He is awaiting sentencing. 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899 HMP Birmingham, Winson 
Green Rd., Birmingham B1 8 4AS, England. Serving three years 
for causing "grievous bodily harm" to Brian Cass of Hunting- 
ton Life Sciences and an additional 18 months for liberating 
600 guinea pigs from a lab. 

•Mel Broughton, DJ8216, HMP The Mount, Molyneaux 
Ave., Bovingdon, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 0NZ, England. 
Serving four years for conspiracy to cause explosions. 


•Geert Waegemans, Begijnestraat 42 2000 Antwerp, Bel- 
gium. Serving two years for an attempted arson of a judge's 
car, two arsons against McDonald's and two arsons against 
the meat industry. The police have filed additional charges 
against him saying that he burnt a chicken truck in Lint (5/ 
99), meat trucks in Kontich (7/99) and Antwerp (July 99) and 
attempted to set fire to a furrier in January 2000. 

•Rae Newlands, GN6613, HMP Holloway, Parkhurst Rd., 
London, N7 ONU, England. On remand. Accused of arson, 
bomb hoaxes, criminal damage, harassment and conspiracy 
relating to anti-bloodsports and anti-HLS activity. 

SHAG Three 

Three individuals charged with inciting a public nuisance 
by printing the UK Stop Huntington Animal Cruelty newsletter 
have all been sentenced to one year. 

•Heather Avery, HMP and YOI, Highpoint, Stradis Hall, 
New Market, Suffolk, CB8 9YG, England. 

•Natasha Dellamaigne, HMP and YOI, Highpoint, Stradis 
Hall, New Market, Suffolk, CB8 9YG, England. 

•Greg Avery, HMP Belmarsh, Weston Way, Thamesmead, 
London, SE28 0EB, England. 

Anti-Globalization 

•Rob Middaugh, #6859467, POB 5000, Delano, CA 93216- 
5000; blackcross@disinfo.net Sentenced to three years impris- 
onment for his involvement in the Mayday 2001 "Reclaim The 
Streets” (RTS) celebrations in Long Beach, California. 

♦Robert Thaxton, #12112716, 2605 State St., Salem, OR 
97310. Serving a seven-year "mandatory minimum" sentence 
for throwing a rock ata cop at the Eugene June 18 RTS in 1999. 

•Paul Robinson, Goteburg Remand Centre (Haktet), 
Goteburg Polis Headquaters, (Polis Huset), Box 429, 40126 
Goteburg, Sweden. One-year imprisonment for rioting. 

MOVE* 

Although some of the prisoners are listed together, you 
must write each MOVE member separately: 

•Debbie Simms Africa (006307), Janet Holloway Africa 
(006308), Janine Philips Africa (006309) are at SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave., Cambridge Springs, PA 16403-1238. 

•Michael Davis Africa (AM4973), Charles Simms Africa 
(AM4975) are at SCI Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 19426- 
0244. 

•Edward Goodman Africa (AM4974), SCI Camp Hill, PA 
17011-0200. 

•William Philips Africa (AM4984), Delbert Orr 
Africa(AM4985) are at SCI Dallas Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612. 

•Mumia Abu Jamal (AM8335), SCI Greene, 1040 East R. 
Furman Hwy., Waynesburg, PA 15370-8090. 

*MOVE, an eco-revolutionary group, was consistently per- 
secuted by the Philadelphia police during the '70s, culminat- 
ing in the police firebombing their commune in 1985. The 
"MOVE Nine” were framed for the murder of a cop and 
sentenced to the maximum prison sentence of 1 00 years each . 


Prisoner Support Groups 

•Anarchist Prisoner Legal Aid Network (APLAN), 818 SW 3rd Ave., PMB 354, Portland, OR 97204; aplan@tao.ca. 

•Friends of MOVE, POB 19709, Philadelphia, PA 19143. 

•Leonard Peltier Defense Committee, POB 583, Lawrence, KS 66044; (913) 842-5774. 

•UK Earth Lib. Prisoners Support Network, 16 Sholebrooke Ave, Chapelton, Leeds, England LS7 3HB; earthlibprisoner@mail.ca. 
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• MICHAEL FRANTI SPEAKS ABOUT COMPASSION • 
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Eostar 


In pagan herstory, Eostar marked the Spring equinox. Named 
after the goddess of fertility and new beginnings. It was the time 
of year when the Earth was reawakening and one thought of 
planting seeds. Eostar s sacred animal was the fertile rabbit that 
appears in the Spring. Symbolizing the potential of regeneration, 
eggs were colored for ritual festivities. That was before the 


Christian patriarchs subsumed these traditions. 
Can we find our way back to the roots of this holiday 
signifying the balance of light and dark? 

Or will we surrender to the bulldozer of Civilization? 


Earth 
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Defeat in Disguise 


I'm the queen of defeatism. Usually 
I'm the first one to admit it, so those 
who know me best have an easier job 
cajoling or pushing me to look logi- 
cally at my self-defeating behavior. 
Given a little time, I can usually see 
that the source of my defeatism is fear 
or despair. Faced with a situation that 
seems overwhelming, or dangerous, 
or even a potential source of embar- 
rassment, my core response is fear. I 
deal with my fear 
by employing a 
strategy that as- 
sumes failure: 
self-defeatism. 

The other source 
of my self-defeat- 
ing behavior is 
the feeling of be- 
ing ineffectual, 
the perception 
that a situation is 
beyond influence 
or control. 

Defeatism is a 
neat strategy, as it 
gets you off the 
hook in three im- 
portant ways. 

First, if the situa- 
tion at hand 
seems likely to re- 
sult in what you 
consider failure, 
you already expected it, predicted it 
even. Therefore, you maintain the il- 
lusion of control. 

Second, it justifies inaction and slug- 
gishness. If you decide you can't keep 
from losing, or that the outcome 
doesn't matter, only a fool would con- 
tinue slogging away determinedly. 

Third, when you're truly living your 
life and giving your all, you more 
completely feel joy and pain. A self- 
defeating strategy allows a certain de- 
tachment, therefore protecting you 
from feeling that pain. 

So what does this have to do with 
radical ecocentrism? Well, I think 


I've heard a few defeatist strategies 
in disguise from some folks who un- 
derstand the magnitude of ecologi- 
cal destruction. 

One strategy can be described as a 
version of, "If things get really bad 
faster, that will help bring on the 
revolution. " I can't tell you the num- 
ber of times I heard that one when 
Bush was running for president. 
People even (jokingly?) said they 
were going to 
vote for Bush, 
because if he 
won, things 
would get so bad 
that citizens 
would have to 
revolt. Well, 
Bush is worse 
than I imagined 
and I don't have 
to mention his 
current ap- 
proval rating to 
show how mis- 
guided that 
thinking was. 

The people 
who claimed to 
be cheering for 
Bush didn't ac- 
tually believe 
that his victory 
would be a stra- 
tegic step in the right direction. They 
felt fear that he actually would win, 
and a lack of ability to effectively 
counter the magnitude of his evil 
deeds. In the face of an overwhelm- 
ing Bush attack on biodiversity, they 
opted for the illusion of control and 
asserted that the attack was ultimately 
a good thing. 

But if ecological collapse induces 
industrial collapse, we lose. The object 
is to bring industrial collapse before eco- 
logical collapse. We have to figure out 
how to bring down the system with- 
out using waste as a tactic. 

continued on page 45 
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by Faith Walker I ^ 

Spotted hyena ( Crocuta crocuta) genitals are no laugh- 
ing matter. The female sports a masculinized clitoris that 
is a precise replica of the male penis. It completely 
surrounds the urogenital canal and is both capable of 
erection and wedded to a fat-filled scrotum. It is through 
this bizarre contraption that she mates and gives birth. 
Mating is facilitated by muscles that pull the phallus up 
like a sleeve, allowing penetration. Birthing is more prob- 
lematic, often resulting in death. The fetus not only must 
travel twice as far as in less endowed mammals, but must 
negotiate a 180-degree turn in the pelvis followed by an 
impossibly tight squeeze down the clitoris. In a first-time 
mother a fetus can jam for an extended period, freed only 
by a clitoral split. Often she'll expire from the labor itself, 
or from becoming lion cannelloni. If she survives, one of 
her twin cubs will likely die from oxygen deprivation 
during the trek down her tackle. 

Why this penis menace should evolve is suggested by the 
species' social system. It begins in an abandoned aardvark 
hole, where twin cubs attempt to hack each other to bits 
immediately after they're born. Soon one becomes domi- 
nant, preventing its sibling from nursing until it eventu- 
ally succumbs or becomes permanently subordinate. This 
aggressive hyena demeanor is cultivated by females, but 
not males, into adulthood. The core of a hyena clan is 
composed of related females and their young, among 
which there is a defined, stable and enforced hierarchy. 
Mothers impart their rank upon daughters, who remain in 
their birth clan for life. Sons forfeit their maternal rank, 
departing at puberty to join another clan at the bottom of 


the male hierarchy, one based on seniority, not violence. 

Rank comes into play when dining on large mammals. 
On the East African savanna, where spotted hyenas live at 
high population densities, about 30 of the clan commonly 
converge on a kill, creating acute competition for food. 
Even a large carcass soon vanishes under a pirannic mass of 
frantic gorging. As soon as females arrive, males, who are 
smaller, subordinate to all females, and comparatively 
placid, disappear. High-ranking females then drive others 
of their sex away, so that soon only the alpha female and 
her cubs are feasting. This right to food translates into a two 
to threefold increase in the number of young a female can 
raise during her lifetime. 

The reproductive advantage conferred by social rank 
indicates selection in the evolutionary past for aggressive 
behavior in females, achieved by bombarding the fetus with 
androgens. A side-effect is masculinized bits. In the Car- 
nivora, cursorial predation likely arose in the Pleistocene; 
before this the species' ancestors were probably scavengers, 
occurring at low densities. With the advent of hunting in a 
social group to bring down large prey came an increase in 
density and fierce competition. Why spotted hyenas ad- 
dressed this competition with such extravagance is a mystery. 



Spotted Hyena 


Dear Shit fer Brains... 

* Letters to the Editors 


Dear friends, 

As is all too common nowadays, I received an emotion- 
ally charged — though poorly reasoned — email about the 
need to band together as a nation and boycott companies 
that export Middle Eastern oil (the logic being that this 
would cut funding of terrorism) and to only buy from the 
benevolent oil companies that produce elsewhere. From 
an ecological standpoint this seems shortsighted or at least 
unrealistic and uninformed. It would seem to me that 
there are no angels in the oil industry and that they must 


be doing harm somewhere to some rainforest or section 
of preserve somewhere. 

What do you know about the following (supposed 
"good") oil companies that might help me form a 
more informed decision: Sunoco, Citgo, Conoco, 
Philips and Sinclair? 

Please send me any information you may have on 
these companies. Thanks for your help. 

In solidarity, 

— Rob Buscaglia 

MUHOOPS@EROLS.COM 

continued on page 36 
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Fighting the Oleoducto de 
Crudos Pesados Tree by Tree 

Protecting the Ecuadorian Forest 


by Amazon Watch 

The blockade of Ecuador's newest oil pipeline by South 
America's first treesitters is stoking intense international 
controversy and shaking the Ecuadorian oil industry. Swear- 
ing he would fight environmentalists "trench by trench," 
Ecuadorian President Gustavo Noboa denounced pipeline 
opponents as a "bunch of jerks." Yet with treesitters dedi- 
cated to fighting the pipeline "tree by tree" for as long as 
it takes, the spirit of Ecuadorian resistance to the pipeline 
is proving hard to break. 

The Mindo cloud forest treesit is the latest battle in the 
long war between oil companies and ecologists over 
Ecuador's new crude oil pipeline project, the Oleoducto de 
Crudos Pesados (OCP). Local opposition to the pipeline is a 
decade old and has used every available avenue to chal- 
lenge the OCP from legal action and public hearings to 
protest marches and street theater. The Ecuadorian gov- 
ernment and the consortium of international oil compa- 
nies behind the OCP have turned deaf ears to opponents. 

Protest has focused on the pipeline route through the 
ecologically prized Mindo Nambillo Cloud Forest Reserve. 
Mindo is the first "Important Bird Area" of South America 
and is home to more than 450 species of birds, 46 of which 
are threatened by extinction. Almost all 1,200 residents of 
Mindo came out against the OCP as it threatens the area's 
burgeoning eco-tourism industry. Communities are 
alarmed about the pipeline route. On its way through 
Mindo, the pipeline will cling precariously to the top of 
sheer mountain ridges — a spill would flood the entire 
mountainside with oil and contaminate local rivers. 

To protect the forest, Mindo women and children have 
staged blockades by clambering aboard construction ma- 
chinery. After exhausting all other methods, Mindo resi- 
dents felt they were left with no other option than to put 
their bodies on the line again to block the OCP construc- 
tion. Mindo inhabitants form the majority of the treesitters 
currently chained to trees who insist that the pipeline 
cannot run along Mindo's knife-edge ridge tops without 
exposing the entire ecosystem to contamination. 

Conditions are grueling. Perched on a two-mile high 
mountain crest, the treesitters have built platforms and 
traverse lines to occupy five trees. Daily torrential rains 
have hampered logistics, but the treesitters are determined 
not to come down until the pipeline is rerouted. Spokes- 
person Edwin Villota declared, "We will not give up until 
the OCP route changes. We are right because they can't 
finish off the water system, our way of life and the forest." 


As the latest deaths among Amazonia OCP protestors 
show, Ecuador's security forces are known for their brutal- 
ity toward democratic protesters and have no experience in 
dealing with treetop protests. 

The OCP has responded aggressively to peaceful dem- 
onstrators. In August 2001, OCP staff assaulted women 
from Ecuador's high profile ecological group Accion 
Ecologica during a peaceful occupation of OCP offices. 
Accompanying photographers were beaten, and their 
cameras were destroyed. 

The tense climate surrounding the treesit is aggravated 
by Noboa's insistence that the OCP will be built. The 
Ecuadorian government and the International Monetary 
Fund tout the project as the cornerstone of the economic 
plan to alleviate the country's burgeoning external debt. 
Ecuador already has an oil pipeline — the SOTE — but its 
limited capacity is capping oil exports and government 
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Treesitting area in Ecuador 


revenues. Hence, the need for the OCP to increase the 
volume of crude oil transported from the Ecuadorian 
Amazon to refineries located on the Pacific coast. 

Moreover, OCP is composed of a daunting lineup of 
multinational energy companies from Italy, Canada, 
Spain, Argentina and the US. Condemned internation- 
ally for its drilling operations in U'wa ancestral lands in 
Colombia, Occidental Petroleum is a major player in 
the consortium. 

What Noboa and the oil companies refuse to recognize 
is that communities throughout Ecuador will bear the 
real costs of the OCP. The one billion dollar investment 
needed for the pipeline does not include the price to be 
paid by marginalized peoples and fragile ecosystems along 
its 300-mile route. To fill the OCP, oil production in the 
Ecuadorian Amazon will double. In January, the Ecuador- 
ian government launched a new round of oil licensing 
(the Ninth Round) to open up two million hectares of 
Ecuador's last Amazon frontier forests and the ancestral 
territories of isolated indigenous peoples. 

Oil and violence go hand in hand. With Colombia's 
civil war boiling over the border into Ecuador, there are 
fears that the OCP will be a tempting new target for 
Colombian guerrillas taking aim at oil infrastructure. In 
the past 12 years, Colombia's Cano Limon oil pipeline 
has been attacked more than 700 times by guerrilla 
groups, spilling more than two million barrels of crude 
oil. Five attacks on Ecuador's SOTE have already left 
several people dead. 

Oil spills are common in the region. Dozens of rup- 
tures in- the SOTE pipeline caused by torrential rainfall 
have spilled millions of gallons of crude oil into forests 
and rivers. In June, a landslide pumped 7,000 barrels of 
oil into the ecosystem. This accident was the 14th major 
spill since 1998. The OCP confronts the same hazards. 

Despite horrendous evidence to the contrary, Noboa's 
government has repeatedly claimed that the project will 
benefit the nation. Beset by economic recession and 
political crisis, Noboa is relying on increased oil royalties 


to kick start an economic recovery 
and provide foreign currency to 
pay the country's $ 1 6 billion debt. 
More significantly, the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund has implic- 
itly tied future credit to the success 
of the OCP. 

Noboa's claims crumble in the 
face of the realities of oil produc- 
tion in Ecuador. Since the country 
first turned to oil 30 years ago, 
standards of living have deterio- 
rated and debt has spiraled. Cor- 
porate greed, corrupt politicians, 
inefficient governments and the 
debt burden have sucked oil prof- 
its away from the neediest sectors 
of society. The main oil produc- 
tion zone in the northern Amazon 
is among the most impoverished 
areas of the country. 
International opposition to the 
OCP has played a crucial role in spotlighting local 
protest. When the news got out that Germany's major 
bank Westdeutsche Landesbank (WestLB) would loan 
$900 million to OCP, German environmental activists 
weighed in to support Ecuadorian protesters. 
Greenpeace fanned the flames through daring direct 
action demonstrations and stunning banner hangs in 
Germany. Germany's powerful Green Party came out 
against WestLB and a string of international protests in 
Europe, North America and Australia turned up the 
heat on the German bankers. 

President Noboa has said from the start, "The OCP is 
going in, like it or not." Yet his aggression is matched 
by strong local defiance and international solidarity. 
The OCP project has become a tug-of-war between the 
IMF creditors and oil interests squeezing Noboa and the 
activists fighting the OCP tree by tree. With construc- 
tion suspended until Spring, determined resistance 
appears to be paying off. The spirit of the Mindo 
treesitters could yet loosen the grip of corporate oil on 
the Ecuadorian people. 

Take action to support the treesitters. 1) Make a dona- 
tion — financial support is needed to keep the treesitters 
stocked with equipment and supplies. They do not have 
resources and are relying on international solidarity to 
continue their action. 2) Organize an action — while the 
international campaign is focusing on Germany's WestLB, 
US activists are encouraged to act against Citigroup for 
financing one of the OCP companies. 

For more information, contact Amazon Watch Oil 
Campaigner Kevin Koenig, (510) 419-0617; 

kevin@amazonwatch.org, www.amazonwatch.org; or 
Rainforest Action Network's Patrick Reinsborough, 
organize@ran.org; www.ran.org. 

Amazon Watch works with indigenous and environmental 
organizations in the Amazon Basin to defend the environment 
and advance indigenous peoples' rights in the face of large-scale 
industrial development — oil and gas pipelines, dams and other 
damaging mega-projects. 
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Why George W. Bush 


George W. Bush had a 
"productive" first year in 
the White House. Here's a 
small sampling of his 
deeds. One year down, 
three to go. 

1. Significantly eased 
testing controls of geneti- 
cally engineered crops. 

2. Cut funding for re- 
search into renewable 
energy by 50 percent. 

3. Attempted to revoke 
rules that reduced the ac- 
ceptable levels of arsenic 
in drinking water. 

4. Proposed to elimi- 
nate new marine protec- 
tions for the Channel 
Islands and the coral 
reefs off the northwest coast of Hawaii. 

5. Cut funding for research into cleaner, more fuel effi- 
cient cars and trucks by 28 percent. 

6. Suspended rules that would strengthen the government's 
ability to deny contracts to companies that violate work- 
place safety, environmental and other federal laws. 

7. Authorized Secretary of the Interior Gale Norton to 
send out letters to state officials soliciting suggestions for 
opening up national monuments to oil and gas drilling, 
coal mining and logging. 

8. Abandoned a campaign pledge to invest $100 million 
for rainforest conservation. 

9. Rescinded a proposal to increase public access to 
information about the potential consequences of chemical 
plant accidents. 

10. Suspended rules that would require hardrock miners 
to clean up sites on public lands in the West. 

11. Pulled out of the 1997 global warming agreement, 
the Kyoto treaty. 

12. Eliminated funding for the Wetlands Reserve Pro- 
gram, which encourages farmers to maintain wetlands 
habitat on their properties. 

13. Reduced the Environmental Protection Agency bud- 
get by $500 million. 

14. Proposed to curtail the ability of organizations to sue 
in order to get an animal designated as "endangered" or 
"threatened" under the Endangered Species Act. 

15. Abandoned a campaign pledge to regulate carbon 

| dioxide, the waste gas that contributes to global warming. 

| 16. Nominated David Lauriski — an ex-mining company 

I executive — to the post of Assistant Secretary of Labor for 

Mine Safety and Health. 

y 1 7. Encouraged Gale Norton to go forward with a plan to 

1 , 

1 is an Eco- 


auction oil and gas de- 
velopment tracts off the 
coast of eastern Florida. 

18. Announced his 
intention to open up 
Montana's Lewis and 
Clark National Forest to 
oil and gas drilling. 

19. Proposed to re- 
draw boundaries of na- 
tional monuments, 
which would techni- 
cally allow oil and gas 
drilling "outside" of 
national monuments. 

20. Allowed Gale 
Norton to shelve a griz- 
zly bear reintroduction 
plan scheduled for Idaho 
and Montana wilderness. 

21. Appointed recycling foe Lynn Scarlett as 
Undersecretary of the Interior. 

22. Took steps to abolish the White House Council on 
Environmental Quality. 

23. Cut funds to cleanup a uranium-slag heap in Utah. 

24. Appointed a vice president quoted as saying, "If you 
want to do something about carbon dioxide emissions, 
then you ought to build nuclear power plants." 

25. Proposed to reverse regulation which protects 60 mil- 
lion acres of national forest from logging and road building. 

26. Nominated Linda Fisher — an executive with 
Monsanto — for the number-two job at the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

27. Canceled the 2004 deadline for automakers to de- 
velop prototype high-mileage cars. 

28. Nominated J. Steven Giles — an oil and coal lobby- 
ist — for the Deputy Secretary of the Interior. 

29. Nominated Bennett Raley — who advocates repealing 
the Endangered Species Act — for Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior for Water and Science. 

30. Proposed to ease the permit process — including envi- 
ronmental considerations — for oil refinery, nuclear and 
hydroelectric dam construction. 

31. Proposed to expand government authority of emi- 
nent domain to take private property for powerlines. 

32. Proposed that more than one billion dollars in fund- 
ing for alternative renewable energy come from selling oil 
and gas lease tracts in the Alaska National Wildlife Refuge. 

33. Decided to serve genetically engineered foods at all 
official government functions. 

34. Appointed a timber industry lobbyist to oversee the 
Forest Service. 

— Compiled by Lena Ag of Stockholm, Sweden 




The madness of King George 
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Oozing with greedy deceit, the cor- 
porate war agenda is again in full 
force. If you still believe that this is a 
war against terrorism, do not be de- 
ceived. The only "terrorists" that the 
US government are interested in are 
those that threaten get-rich-quick 
business deals. 

For the past decade, Unocal, an oil 
corporation infamous for supporting 
repressive governments, has had its 
eye on a pipeline that would take oil 
reserves from the Caspian Sea through 
Afghanistan and Iran. Since these dic- 
tatorships have been hostile to US 
"influence," the Bush administration 
has been employed to make these 
regions hospitable. Unocal, Cheney, 
Bush and other elites have much to 
gain from this pipeline and little to 
lose. The oil reserves in the Caspian 
Sea are believed to be second only to 
those in the Persian Gulf. 

In 1998, Unocal signed an agree- 
ment that would generate $25 million 
in royalties from an 890-mile natural 
gas pipeline built with help from the 
Taliban, running from Turkmenistan 
to Pakistan. Unocal's website now 
claims that they had nothing to do 
with the Taliban. That it was just try- 
ing to help this war-torn country back 
on its feet and now they are not inter- 
ested in the pipeline. Yet on December 
31 — nine days after the US-backed in- 
terim government took office in 
Kabul — Bush appointed former Unocal 
consultant Zalmay Khalilzad to office 
as special envoy to Afghanistan. 

The nomination underscores the 
real economic and financial interests 
at stake in the US military interven- 
tion in Central Asia. Khalilzad is inti- 
mately involved in long-running US 
efforts to obtain direct access to oil 
and gas resources of the region. As an 
adviser for Unocal, Khalilzad drew up 
a risk analysis of the proposed gas 
pipeline. He participated in talks be- 
tween the oil company and Taliban 
officials in 1997. Though Unocal de- 
nies involvement now, the potential 
bounty of delivering $700 million of 
gas each year is bound to tempt some 
corporation. Chevron, ExxonMobil, 


Arco, France's TotalFinaElf, British 
Petroleum, Royal Dutch Shell and 
other multinational giants already 
have billions of dollars of investments 
in the region. 

The events of September 11 have 
provided a qualitatively new oppor- 
tunity for the US, acting particularly 
on behalf of giant oil companies, to 
permanently entrench its military in 
the former Soviet Republics of Cen- 
tral Asia and the Transcaucusus where 
there are vast oil reserves. The way is 
now open to jump start projects for 
oil and gas pipelines through Afghani- 
stan and Pakistan to Karachi on the 
Arabian Sea — the best and cheapest 
route for transporting these fuels to 
market. Afghanistan also has consid- 
erable amounts of untapped oil and 
gas, as does Pakistan. 

Also implicated is Enron, the larg- 
est contributor to the Bush-Cheney 
election of 2000, which conducted 
the feasibility study for a two-and-a- 
half billion dollar trans-Caspian gas 
pipeline being built under a joint ven- 
ture agreement signed in February 
1999 between Turkmenistan, Bechtel 
and General Electric Capital Services. 
If they can control these regions then 
these players' profits will soar. 

This war is about oil corporation 
profits which can be greatly en- 
hanced by selling to energy-hungry 
south and southeast Asia. This can 
be implemented by outflanking 
China and Russia for Caspian Sea 
basin oil and natural gas. Newly dis- 
covered huge oil reserves in 
Kazakhstan could easily be piped 
through existing conduits traversing 
Russia. Western corporations would 
benefit while Russian petroleum op- 
erations would be hindered because 
of heavy reliance on European cus- 
tomers. Western oil corporations 
would gain greater access to the Eu- 
ropean market. 

Building the Afghanistan pipeline 
would also mean spuming an even more 
direct route to the Persian Gulf through 
Iran. This helps to thwart the growing 
cooperation between Iran and Russia. 
These events echo "the great game" 


r 


played over 
the petro- 
leum re- 
sources of 
this region 
between British 
and Russian em- 
pires in the 19th 
century. 

All of this so 
Americans can 
drive their cars 
and the corporate 
elite can multiply 
their billion dol- 
lar assets, while 
impoverished 
people are 
blown apart 
both physi- 
cally and 
culturally. 

It is clear 
that we are 
living in the 
heart of a 
burgeoning 
fascist po- 
lice state. 

Now more 
than ever a 
diversity of 
resistance 
is needed 
to stop the 
elites in 
their war 
against 
people 
and the 
planet. 
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The anarchist in each of us hates to 
admit it, but currently, the few protec- 
tions for biodiversity on our public 
lands are laws enforced by the federal 
government and favored by Eastern 
liberals. Most Western members of 
Congress consistently vote to hand 
public lands over to extractive and 
exploitative industries. 

So while turning public land man- 
agement over to "local control" via 
the Bush administration's charter for- 
est proposal is an idea that at first 
glance may appeal to our bioregional 
sensibilities, some among us who con- 
sistently follow the political process 
think otherwise. 

Think "board of directors." 

Think "demonstration project." 

How does "public/private partner- 
ship" sound to you? 

The charter forest plan is Bush's 
attempt to further commodify and 
privatize the collective public domain 


of national forests by implementing 
ideas formulated by libertarian think 
tank free marketeers and the Ameri- 
can Recreation Coalition (ARC). Put 
forth as part of the President's budget 
plan on February 4, the framework of 
the proposal is a pilot program that 
would establish a new category of 
federal forest given to a local board of 
"trustees" for oversight. Specific de- 
tails have not been revealed, and law- 
makers have stated they would like to 
have more information. 

ARC represents resort developers, 
more than 100 motorized recreation 
industries and counts the Walt Disney 
Corporation as a member. According 
to its own description, ARC "strives to 
catalyze public/private partnerships for 
outdoor recreation opportunities." 
ARC was the prime mover behind con- 
ceptualizing and implementing the 
fee demonstration program, a pay-to- 
play plan requiring citizens to pay for 


access to national forests at hundreds 
of sites across the US. 

The charter forest concept fits hand 
in glove with the fee-demo program in 
a concentrated effort to transform a 
previously free pastime, such as hik- 
ing, into a product, packaged and sold. 
It seems the potential commodity 
value of nature is too great for capital- 
ism to leave untapped. 

It is possible to draw conclusions 
about the currently vague charter for- 
est proposal from previous legislation 
written by ARC and other "conserva- 
tive conservation" think tanks like the 
Political Economy Research Center. 
Prior offerings from these groups have 
proposed that the local oversight 
boards would have complete jurisdic- 
tion, be responsible for raising funds 
for "maintenance," have a board of 
directors and a president, be chartered 
as a corporation and charge yearly 
membership fees to citizens. 
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In Memoriam 


He brought the wisdom 
of the oats 


Gary Lynn Wilhelm, "Groat,’ 7 
passed away February 17 at the age 
of 50. Groat had resided for many 
years in Humboldt County, Califor- 
nia, and lie took part in numerous 
actions around the country,, includ- 
ing many weeks at the tracks of the 
Concord Naval Weapons Station, the 
Western Shoshone Defense Project 
and the Mattole Free State 
Friends remember Groat coming 
into tiie Earth First! office in Areata 
and asking if he could play his harp. 
"Of course," they would say. Groat 
had the ability to soothe the spirits 
. , of an IF! office witli his music. 

^Gr6Sf®WS Hiown to many friends and fellow activists for his 
kindness, his complete devotion to his beliefs and his deep love for 
the Earth. 


Mark Rey, the Undersecretary of Agriculture 
who oversees the Forest Service, claims he 
wants to see if the government can remove 
"procedural bottlenecks" in management us- 
ing the charter forest model. "In some cases, 
that will mean selling less timber. In other 
cases, that may mean selling more timber, but 
that is not the fundamental objective." 

Environmental groups are dubious of this 
statement and rightly point out that local 
oversight boards will probably be stacked in 
favor of industry. 

The strange thing is, Rey might actually be 
telling some truth. Selling more timber may 
not be the fundamental objective. 

While forest defenders cannot always ob- 
serve it on the ground, the upper echelon of the 
Forest Service has been shifting its focus from 
resource extraction to providing "value-added" 
recreation. The charter forest program would 
probably help a desperate Forest Service free 
itself from the weight of lawsuits, required 
environmental impact surveys and backlogged 
timber sales, but some activists believe that this 
would only be a welcome side benefit of the 
charter forest program. 

"Rec-fees and the charter forest proposal are 
just the first visible manifestations of an en- 
tirely new federal land management paradigm, one that 
strongly emphasizes and promotes highly developed, inten- 
sively motorized recreation," says Scott Silver, executive 
director of Wild Wilderness. 

Prompted by and in partnership with ARC and others, 
Forest Service bigwigs now understand that their future lies 
in the sale and branding of nature. 

Speaking at the Western Summit on Tourism and Public 
Lands in 1996, Jim Lyons, Undersecretary of Agriculture 
under Bill Clinton, announced: "Recreation is going to be 
our business in the future. By the year 2000, recreation will 
account for $97.8 billion of the $130.7 billion generated by 
activities on national forests. Fish and wildlife [will] gener- 
ate $12.9 billion, minerals $10.1 billion, timber three-and- 
a-half billion and grazing about one billion." 

During a staff meeting held on September 18, 1997, Forest 
Service Chief of Staff Francis Pandolfi said: "The next step is 
to use the recreation fee pilot project to pull together a first 
class business management plan... For the first time, we are 
selling a product." 

In a not-so-strange coincidence, Pandolfi was Chair of 
ARC'S Recreation Roundtable before Forest Service head 
Michael Dombeck picked him for the chief of staff position. 
Pandolfi outlined this concept, "A product or brand could 
be defined as 'Hiking/ 'Fishing,' 'Camping,' 'Skiing' and 
other activities. Thinking of outdoor recreation activities as 
products or brands suggests applying the principles of 
sound, private-sector marketing as an approach for meeting 
recreation demands and providing satisfying outdoor recre- 
ation products and services." 

So the deal is simple. A charter forest board of directors, 
left on its own to raise revenue and manage a natural area, 
"discovers" that they can raise more money by charging 


$20 a night for a developed campground site, versus six 
dollars a night for an undeveloped space. Or better still, 
bring wealthy patrons to a "forest-based lodge" and pro- 
vide them with a wide variety of items for purchase at 
convenient and tastefully rustic shops. 

How to finance this development with limited resources? 
Enter ARC, promoting a public/private partnership with 
one of its members possessing both the expertise and 
capital necessary to create a profitable business venture. 

ARC already shares responsibility with the Forest Service 
for the implementation of the fee demonstration project, 
under the "Challenge Cost Share Agreement" of 1996. 
With this agreement, ARC is in charge of preparing the 
press releases and factsheets about fee demonstration 
projects, facilitating public/private partnerships at a local 
level, acting as a liaison between national forest managers 
and potential investors and developing talking points and 
presentations for Forest Service use. 

The charter forest proposal is another effort by the govern- 
ment, at the behest of special interests, to test our acquies- 
cence to private corporate development of natural areas and 
our willingness to pay for access to these areas. 

While the few, but powerful, proponents of recreation 
user fees are advancing their anti-democratic, pay-to-play 
agenda, Wild Wilderness and other environmental organi- 
zations are working to keep our public lands from being 
commercialized, privatized and over-developed. In an ef- 
fort to keep fee demonstration projects from becoming 
permanently authorized, these organizations are staging 
the 2002 Fee Demo National Day of Action on June 15. 

For more information on charter forests or the Fee Demo 
National Day of Action, contact Wild Wilderness, (541) 
385-5261; ssilver@wildwilderness . org. 
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Northwest Ancient Forests Under Attack 


BY LEEANNE 

As if protective policies for national forests were not 
deficient enough, two new lawsuits threaten to further 
weaken them. In December, the Douglas Timber Opera- 
tors, a group of 145 Oregon logging companies, and the 
American Forest Resources Council (AFRC), a timber 
industry front-group, filed a federal lawsuit in Eugene, 
Oregon, seeking to eliminate the Survey and Manage 
(S&M) protocols under the Northwest Forest Plan. If 
successful, the lawsuit would bar implementation or 
enforcement of all S&M Management Recommendations 
including protections for fungi, lichens, bryophytes, mol- 
lusks, arthropods and vascular plants. 

S&M was first implemented last year following a law- 
suit that forced the Forest Service and Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) to finally meet a provision of the 1994 
Northwest Forest Plan which requires that these rare, 
oldgrowth- dependent species be surveyed prior to "ground- 
disturbing activities" (i.e. clearcutting). 

As a result, several timber sales in Oregon have recently 
been reduced in size to provide protective buffers for the red 
tree vole and species of fungi. The Cascadia Forest Defenders 
in Oregon conducted its own surveys for rare species which 
helped to "buffer" a large portion of several sales in the 
Willamette National Forest, taking many acres of old growth 
off the chopping block (see EF!J December-January 2002). 

The timber industry claims that the S&M requirements 
violate several laws including the Multiple Use Sustained 
Yield Act of 1960, which declares that national forests are 
to be used "for outdoor recreation, range, timber, water- 
shed, wildlife and fish purposes." The industry claims that 
neither the Forest Service nor the BLM have authority to 
"create reserves” protecting such little-known species "to 
the exclusion or limitation of other multiple uses." 

Enviros Respond 

At press time, environmental groups were gearing up for 
intervention in the case. Several groups have also recently 
filed their own S&M lawsuit alleging that the Forest Service 
and BLM illegally removed 72 species from survey require- 
ments under the Northwest Forest Plan and that the govern- 
ment failed to give adequate consideration to alternatives. 


were too difficult to implement and refused to consider 
additional protection of mature and old-growth forests. 
Wishing to avoid inconvenient survey requirements, the 
government simply removed protection for many species, 
including lichens, mosses, mollusks and fungi, all critical 
to the function of forest ecosystems. The government and 
the timber industry obviously view these creatures and 
plants as useless. 

Spotted Owl and Marbled Murrelet 

In still another attempt to weaken the already inad- 
equate Northwest Forest Plan, in February the AFRC and 
logging companies filed a 60-day Notice of Intent to Sue to 
force the US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) to re-evaluate 
its Northern spotted owl and marbled murrelet protec- 
tions. Both species were listed under the Endangered 
Species Act in the early 1990s. 

Seizing upon an Endangered Species Act requirement 
that the FWS reviews the status of protected species every 
five years, the AFRC argues that the agency has not re- 
viewed the owl or murrelet since it was first listed. In 1999, 
however, several FWS and state biologists published a 
review titled "Rangewide status and trends in Northern 
spotted owl populations." The study found that spotted 
owl populations are declining at a rate of nearly four 
percent per year. 

The timber industry is using these lawsuits to seek other 
ways to lessen restrictions and increase harvest. Final 
rulings on these cases are not expected for several months. 
If the court decides in favor of the timber groups, it could 
wipe out what many say is one of the most crucial protec- 
tive elements of the Northwest Forest Plan "compromise." 
The timber industry should wake up and turn its focus 
toward jobs in restoration and recovery of forests already 
destroyed by logging and keep its chainsaws out of what 
little native forests are left. 

What Can You Do? 

The attempts by the timber industry to weaken federal 
protections and log more old growth is an opportunity 
and a call to action. Not only do we need the letter writers 
and "lily-livered" banner hangers, we need direct action. 
We need some creative energy in the forest. We need 


Environmentalists believe that 
and BLM arbitrarily decided that 


the Forest Service 
b. surveys 




activists dedicated to halting the destruction of our for- 
ests and challenging the patriarchal system that wants to 
cut them down. 

There are several groups working on direct action 
^^ 5 *. campaigns to protect native forests in the 

Pacific Northwest. 

For more information, contact the 
Cascadia Forest Defenders, POB 1 1 1 22, 
Eugene, OR 97440; (541) 684-8977; 
forestdefenders@dojo.tao.ca; 
www.ecoecho.org. Or contact the Cascadia 
yr Forest Alliance, POB 4946, Portland, OR 9 7208; (503) 

241-4879; www.cascadiaforestalliance . org. 
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Treesit 

on 


Gypsy Mountain 

Fending off Maxxam/Pacific Lumber’s Chainsaws 


Low-flying helicopters. Toxic chemicals dumped from 
the sky onto burning fields. Thick, dark smoke obscuring 
the air. 

Sound like a scene from Colombia? Guess again. 

Just days after reaching an out-of-court settlement of the 
civil lawsuit over the death of David "Gypsy" Chain, 
Maxxam/Pacific Lumber (PL) began marking trees on what 
has become known to Earth Firstlers as "Gypsy Mountain" 
in Humboldt County, California. In a blatant and cynical 
dismissal of the spirit of the settlement, Maxxam/PL aimed 
its chainsaws at the site of Gypsy's murder, including 
"Aradia," an old-growth redwood tree where activists had 
a treesit at the moment of his death. 

Now, activists are once again forced to take to the trees, 
with the hopes of stopping Maxxam/PL from destroying 
the very grove of ancient redwoods that Gypsy gave his 
life to save. 

Treesitters have endured daily buzzing by helicopters 
flying dangerously close to their trees. Helicopters have 
also poured barrels of napalm-like chemicals onto neigh- 
boring clearcuts, creating fires with flames hundreds of 
feet tall. 

A mobile base camp has been maintained for more than 
two months, with activists moving amongst sites to avoid 
sheriff's deputies. The forest defenders have set up four 
treesits and a garden tree to grow vegetables. 

Assisting at the base camp is the Natural Guard, an 
environmental action group from Washington. The Natu- 
ral Guard was created to bring aid to nonviolent direct 
action campaigns. They traveled to Humboldt County 
when they heard of the recent decision by the California 
Department of Forestry (CDF) to release Class E marbled 
murrelet habitat for logging. 

Class E is the name given to forests known to support the 
highest population of the endangered marbled murrelet, 
and it includes trees up to 1 5 feet in diameter and 2,000 years 
old. The release of these areas for cutting required that the 
California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) approve 


CDF's deci- 
sion. Despite 
strong public opposi- 
tion, CDFG released the Class E 
areas on February 16, giving Maxxam/PL the 
go-ahead to start logging. Maxxam/PL is required to stop 
cutting on March 24 when the marbled murrelets presum- 
ably return to the trees to roost. 

According to Shunka, an activist with the campaign, “In 
a literal cut-and-run style, there's now an encampment of 
out-of-state loggers at the PL mill, enabling PL to log the 
Class E stands as quickly as possible." 

Gypsy was killed on September 17, 1998, while pro- 
testing the logging of ancient redwood forests on 
Maxxam/PL property in Northern California. The civil 
lawsuit, filed by Gypsy's parents, alleged that Maxxam/ 
PL was reckless and responsible for Gypsy's death and 
was settled for an undisclosed sum on October 13. The 
settlement also stipulated that the 135-foot tree that 
struck Gypsy would remain where it fell, including a 
100-foot buffer to prevent any nearby logging and a 
memorial to Gypsy to be placed on PL land. Addition- 
ally, the settlement set up a community roundtable—-a 
gathering that comes complete with a barbecue and 
softball game — to be attended by representatives of 
Maxxam/PL, local law enforcement and the Humboldt 
County environmental community. The gathering is 
scheduled to be held in May. "It's what Gypsy's mom 
wanted," said Shunka. 

Activists are committed to protecting both Gypsy 
Mountain and the newly released Class E stands. Help is 
needed now to protect the last of the old-growth red- 
woods and to keep Maxxam/PL from further desecrating 
Gypsy Mountain. Donations are also needed, and help 
can be sent in the form of money, wool and waterproof 
clothing, video and still cameras, backwoods gear, or- 
ganic chocolate and walkie-talkies. 

For more info., contact North Coast EF!, (707) 825-6598. 
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How the IMF is Destroying 
the World’s Forests 


by Jason Tockman 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) loans and policies 
have caused extensive deforestation according to a recent 
American Lands Alliance study of 15 countries from Africa, 
Latin America and Asia. This forest loss has occurred both 
directly, through the IMF's promotion of foreign invest- 
ment in natural resource sectors and austerity measures 
that cut spending on environmental programs; and indi- 
rectly, through programs that have unwittingly worsened 
the conditions of poverty. 

Through Structural Adjustment Programs (SAPs), the IMF 
influences countries’ economic policies and practices by 
conditioning loans upon the acceptance of a series of trade 
and investment liberalization measures. The IMF has been 
instrumental in promoting a one-size-fits-all regime of 
privatization, deregulation, foreign investment and export- 
oriented growth. However, in most IMF client countries, 
meeting development objectives has proven elusive, and the 
overall effect of these policies on forests has been devastating. 

The IMF prioritizes economic liberalization measures 
above key social and environmental objectives with poli- 
cies that reduce export taxes; relax mining and forestry 
codes; remove bans on raw log exports; offer tax holidays 
to foreign firms; lift prohibitions on foreign investment 
and otherwise eliminate barriers to trade. The IMF's focus 
on promoting export-led growth and foreign investment 
in the natural resource sectors through these strategies has 
heavily impacted the world's forests causing accelerated 
deforestation in many countries. Among the 41 most 
heavily indebted poor countries of the world, deforesta- 
tion between 1990 and 1995 greatly exceeded the world's 
average rate of forest loss. During this time, 75 percent of 
these countries were under a loan agreement with the IMF. 

The IMF's Formula for Global Deforestation 


IMF policies cause deforestation through four differ- 
ent mechanisms. 



Mahogany logging in Africa 


1 . Pressuring countries 
to reduce government 
spending on environ- 
mental programs: 

The IMF uses SAPs to 
force loan recipient 
nations to substantially 
reduce government 
spending. It is often the 
case that countries such 
as Brazil, Cameroon, 

Russia and Indonesia 
are forced to make deep 
cuts in environmental 
programs to meet these 
austerity requirements. 

IMF-induced budget 
cuts have hampered the 
promotion of respon- 
sible forestry and sus- 
tainable development, 
impeded enforcement 
capabilities, weakened protections for imperiled forests, 
thwarted efforts to prevent illegal logging of "protected" 
areas, instigated poaching of endangered species, bred 
corruption in regulatory agencies and curtailed the demar- 
cation of indigenous lands. 

2. Promoting export-led growth: 

The IMF encourages countries to prioritize export-ori- 
ented industries over those producing goods for domestic 
consumption. Boosting exports enables countries to raise 
the capital needed to pay back loans from the IMF and 
other financial lenders. However, the promotion of ex- 
ports in the areas of mining, agriculture and forest prod- 
ucts, in the absence of real improvements in countries' 
environmental safeguards, has been a recipe for acceler- 
ated deforestation. 

3. Increasing foreign investment: 

As part of its adjustment programs, the IMF pressures 
countries to open their economies to foreign investment, 
including the foreign ownership of land, businesses, cur- 
rency and other resources. Attracting foreign investors, 
aimed at stimulating growth and providing hard currency 
to developing countries, is prioritized above other impor- 
tant social and environmental objectives. Mining, oil and 
gas development and logging activities made possible due 
to investment liberalization have had a devastating impact 
on forests, wildlife and forest-dependent communities. 

4. Worsening the conditions of poverty: 

IMF policies have destroyed forests and wildlife indi- 
rectly through the heightening of poverty conditions. 
Many of the impacts of SAPs have been shouldered by 
subsistence farmers and landless rural dwellers. Entire 
villages have been displaced by transnational corporations 
that have been granted extensive concessions of land for 



Blythe's hombill is a lowland rainforest 
bird from Papua New Guinea. 
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mining and logging. As a result, communities are pushed 
deeper into forested areas, which then become degraded by 
human settlement. 

Poverty has grown in many countries where SAPs have 
boosted unemployment rates. Devaluation of currencies, 
elimination of social services and other IMF-driven pres- 
sures on the living standards of the poor have caused 
increased incursion into forests for the extraction of re- 
sources for survival, including wood for fuel and homes. 

Case Studies of IMF Deforestation 
Cameroon 

The IMF has conditioned its loans to Cameroon upon the 
reduction of administrative expenditures. Almost 1,000 
government jobs were cut in the for- 
estry, agriculture and fishing sectors, 
including the Ministry of Environ- 
ment and Forests which has had to 
contend with reduced personnel, sal- 
ary cuts of 40 percent, poor working 
conditions and an absence of commu- 
nication and transportation equipment. 

The shortfalls have triggered corrup- 
tion and weakened the government's 
ability to pursue sustainable forestry 
and to enforce current forestry laws. 

Ghana 

Beginning in 1983, Ghana has 
implemented IMF SAPs focused on 
export-led growth resulting in severe 
detrimental consequences for the 
rainforests and forest-dwelling people. 

Upon the advice of the IMF, Ghana 
relaxed mining regulations and nur- 
tured investment with the mining 
industry through generous incentives 
and tariff reductions during the 1980s 
and 1990s. As a result, more than 250 
mining companies have been granted 
concessions, totaling 58,167 square 
kilometers. Sixty percent of rainforests 
in Ghana's Wassa West District have 
already been destroyed by mining op- 
erations, which have also polluted sur- 
face and groundwater with cyanide 
and other chemicals. Overall, Ghana's 
forest cover has dropped to 25 percent of its original size, 
owing to a rate of deforestation that has increased by 50 
percent in 10 years. 

Cote d'Ivoire 

For more than a decade, Cote d'Ivoire has been under the 
influence of IMF SAPs, of which intensification of agricul- 
tural exports has been a significant factor. As a result, cocoa 
production exploded by 44 percent from 1994 to 1996 
making Cote d'Ivoire the world's leading producer of 
cocoa. The growth of their agricultural sector, however, 
brought about substantial changes in land use which has 
been a major factor in the decrease of their forest cover by 
67 percent since 1960. Forests now total about six million 


acres, where they once covered 70 million acres. The 
lucrative cocoa market has spurred farmers to illegally 
expand their plots into Cote d'Ivoire's protected forests, 
threatening about one-third of these areas with slash and 
burn cultivation methods. 

Papua New Guinea 

One of the planet's largest remaining rainforests is found 
in Papua New Guinea, providing habitat for 200 species of 
mammals, 20,000 plant species, 1,500 species of trees and 
750 species of birds, half of which are endemic to the island. 
Papua New Guinea has taken several steps to foster the 
timber industry over the last few years, including reducing 
its tax on log exports and broadly reducing tariffs. The 
difficulties created for local residents of 
the Manus Province exemplify the so- 
cial and environmental problems asso- 
ciated with IMF-sponsored logging. Due 
to logging on the island from 1997 
through 2000, the residents' food 
sources have become scarce as fisheries 
have been silted in by erosion and 
game animals have disappeared with 
the loss of forest habitat. Water quality 
has been damaged with diesel run-off 
from machinery, harming aquatic spe- 
cies and drinking water supplies. 

Honduras 

While under the influence of IMF 
adjustments in the early 1990s, Hon- 
duras lost almost 12 percent of its 
forest cover in just five years due to 
measures implemented to increase log- 
ging and export-oriented agriculture. 
In 1 998, Hurricane Mitch tore through 
Central America, leaving a path of 
devastation. The deforestation in 
Honduras exacerbated mudslides and 
floods, contributing to the scale of the 
disaster, and as many as 11,000 Hon- 
durans were killed while millions were 
left homeless. 

Conclusion 

Despite rhetoric by its advocates to 
the contrary, "free" trade is not an 
irreversible and inevitable force of nature. The IMF policies 
responsible for global deforestation can be altered, even 
uprooted. We can — and if we are to preserve what remains 
of the world's imperiled ecosystems, we must — adopt a 
new model of economic integration, one that balances 
long-term economic prosperity with the ecological 
sustainability upon which it rests. 

This article is excerpted from the American Lands Alliance 
report, The IMF — Funding Deforestation: How Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund Loans and Policies are Responsible 
for Global Forest Loss. For more information, visit 
americanlands.org/imf_report.htm. 

Jason Tockman is the Director of International Trade and 
Forests for the American Lands Alliance. 



The kinkajou lives in threatened rainforests 


in Central America. 
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PEAT ALERT! 

Scotts Company is Devouring UK’s Peatbogs 


The plastic wrapped Miracle-Gro "multipurpose" com- 
post, sold in do-it-yourself home improvement stores and 
garden centers, is almost all that is left of unique primeval 
peatbogs in Europe. UK Earth Firstlers have sent out a call 
for solidarity actions in the US to defend what remains of 
Thorne and Hatfield Moors in Yorkshire, England. Thorne 
and Hatfield Moors are being mined for peat by the Scotts 
Company, a US transnational corporation with headquar- 
ters in Columbus, Ohio. These two areas of land support 
more than 5,500 species between them, comprising two of 
the most diverse ecosystems in England. Before the de- 
struction started, they were the largest lowland-raised 
peatbog ecosystems in Europe, a habitat that has been 
reduced to less than six percent of its original size. 

Raised bogs are formed in water-logged lowland areas 
by the remains of plants like sphagnum moss. The lack of 
oxygen means that a plant does not decay when it dies, 
and dead plant matter builds up layer by layer. Some bogs 
have grown to more than 12 meters in height since the 
last glaciation. Sphagnum moss is an incredibly absor- 
bent material, and the domes of peat which are formed act 
like enormous sponges, about two percent solid matter 
and 98 percent water. In the 19th century, Thorne Moor 
was reported to rise by eight feet in the winter, due to 
water absorption. 

Locked up inside the peatbogs is an irreplaceable archive 
of past climate conditions, vegetation and human activity 
dating back thousands of years. Ancient boats, human 
bodies, trees and pollen have been found preserved in peat. 
Peatbogs have a vital role in affecting carbon dioxide 
levels, and thus climate change. Acting as carbon sinks, the 
bogs remove carbon from the atmosphere, earning them 
the title "global coolers." The Prince of Wales has com- 
pared the UK's remaining peatbogs to tropical rainforests 
because of their high conservation importance. Of course, 
disturbing the peat allows oxygen to start the decay process 
and carbon is released back into the atmosphere. 

Once considered to be wastelands, raised bogs are now 
seen as one of the most important wildlife habitats in 



UK Earth Firstlers occupy a digger at a peatbog. 


Europe. Peatbogs are home to a unique range of wildlife, 
including populations of birds such as nightjars, woodlarks, 
curlews, merlins, peregrines, hen and marsh harriers and 
long-eared owls. They also contain a wealth of unusual 
plants like bog rosemary and the carnivorous round- 
leaved sundew and bladderwort, as well as thousands of 
species of rare insects including the bog hog, the hairy 
canary fly and the unique Thorne Moors beetle. 

Peat has been used as a fuel for centuries and was 
traditionally cut by hand, a slow method, which allowed 
the vegetation to regenerate over time. However, since the 
1960s, major commercial companies have been convert- 
ing peat into horticulture and landscaping products. They 
have introduced intensive methods of extraction that 
include deep trench cutting and surface milling, which 



The round-leaved sundew, found in English peatbogs, catches an insect on its sticky mucilage-tipped glands and then folds over it. 
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generally requires the digging of deep drainage ditches 
and turning the bog surface into a bare desert. 

In reality, the use of peat in horticulture is unnecessary 
and can be easily substituted by alternatives. A number of 
peat-free alternatives are readily available on the market 
and are already being used by local governments and 
businesses. They include mixes of cocoa shells, coir (from 
coconut husks), bark products, manure, leaf mold and 
garden compost. A switch to alternatives would not only 
reduce peat use, but it would also help to reduce the 
volume of waste going to landfills. 

The Low-Down on Scotts 

Until now, rather than using its position as the world's 
largest garden products company — with a turnover of 
nearly two billion dollars a year — to assist in the transition 
to peat-free gardening, Scotts has been fighting it. Last 
year, Scotts ran a nearly three million dollar advertising 
campaign to boost its sales of peat products. Scotts also re- 
launched its peat products under the highly successful 
Miracle-Gro brand name, using packaging which does not 
mention the peat content. Using stalling tactics similar to 
the ones used in the UK, Scotts has been engaged in a 10- 
year legal battle to circumvent environmental protection 
status for one of its peat mines in New Jersey. Other dodgy 
activities include developing genetically modified grass 
seed for golf courses and signing an agreement with 
Monsanto to be the sole international marketer of Roundup 
Weed and Grass Killer. In addition to Scotts' world head- 
quarters in Columbus, Ohio, the company has research 
facilities in Oregon, Florida, Texas and offices in more 
than 20 locations throughout the US. 

UK peatbogs are already seriously damaged, and there is 
evidence that another season of peat extraction will be 
devastating for the land and threatened wildlife. Hatfield 
Moor is in particular danger since further cutting could 
breach its base peat layer and destroy the hydrological 
integrity of the bog and any chances of recovery. How- 
ever, if cutting is stopped now, peatbog ecosystems should 
be able to eventually regenerate on these sites. This past 
year, UK Earth Firstlers have been involved in a direct 
action campaign around these sites using a wide range of 
tactics, including invasions and occupations of the site 
and factory, public mass trespasses and night-time sabo- 
tage. On February 18, seven facilities belonging to Scotts 
were occupied and disrupted. Earth Firstlers are now 
planning a major four-day action just before Easter to 
blockade the Scotts factory which distributes the peat. 

Earth Firstlers, Friends of the Earth and local activists 
have promised that this year will see a stepping up of all 
types of action. UK Earth Firstlers are asking Earth Firstlers 
in the US to join in the fight to protect the bogs, to take 
action against Scotts' facilities and to get the message 
across to consumers not to buy peat. They are interested 
to hear reports back from any actions taken and in hearing 
from people who have dug up any dirt on the company's past 
or present issues. 

To send donations or for information, including how 
to contact Scotts Company, contact Leeds Earth First!/ 
Peat Alert, c/o CRC, 16 Sholebroke Ave., Leeds, LS7 3HB, 
England; (44) 113-262-9365; info@peatalert.org.uk; 


www.peatalert.org.uk. Information for this article was 
obtained from Friends of the Earth England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland, www.foe.co.uk/campaigns/corporates/ 
case_studies/scotts. 

The forthcoming Summer 2002 issue of the UK eco- 
anarcho journal Do or Die will be covering this campaign in 
full. For a copy, send $15 (well-hidden cash only, please) to 
Do or Die, c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury Pl., Brighton, BN2 
2GY, England; doordtp@yahoo.co.uk. 



PEAT ALER 


A deal was announced on February 27 between Scotts 
Company and English Nature (the government’s advi- 
sory' body on nature and conservation) to restore major 
peatbogs as ecological sites. The deal is undoubtedly very 
good news, but it is certainly not the end of the story: 

• Thome Moor, South Yorkshire, and Wedholme 
Flow, Cumbria, are to be restored to raised bog habitats. 
This will be started immediately; no more peat will be 
extracted from these sitc-s. 

> Half of Hatfield Moor, South Yorkshire, will con- 
tinue to be mined for peat for two more years. The other 
half will also now be restored. 

• For this, English Nature will pay Scotts more than 
$24 million in compensation. Scotts will take on much 
of the responsibility' for carrying out the restoration. 

Some of the problems that remain are: 

• Carrying on extracting peal for another two years 
could prevent a raised bog habitat from re-evolving on 
Hatfield Moor. The depth of the peat is getting star- 
tlingly low *.'.i many parts of the site. Below a certain 
depth, the ecological value of the system that will 
regenerate will he significant!* reduced. 

« In many places the bottom sand layer of the peat has 
been breached. This introduces excessive nutrients into 
the water table, which means the peat may riot support 
many important plants. Continued digging will almost 
certainly exacerbate this. 

• Scotts bears much of the responsibility for carrying 
out the ecological restoration work. However, given its 
track record of destroying ecological systems, what are 
ihe assurances that it will not put profitability before 
doing a good job? 

• Scotts will continue to operate its other peatbog sites 
in the UK. In particular, Carnwath Moss in Scotland is 
a designated Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSS1), and 
it has said that it will continue extraction there for the 
foreseeable future. 

• There are many other peat companies who still mine 
peat from valuable wildlife sites. In particular, William 
Sinclair Ltd., who makes J. Arthur Bowers brand com- 
post.. continues to mine at Bolton Fell In Cumbria, and 
it has pledged to legally challenge government plans to 
designate it a Special Area for Conservation (this status 
would mean it would have to stop extracting peat). It 
also mines at Whim bog, an SSS1 in Scotland. 

•With the closure of UK peat mines, the problem may 
just be shifted overseas. Imported peat wall form a 
greater proportion of the market, with new bogs being 
destroyed in Ireland or the Baltic States. 
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by Dwight 

A series of actions by traditional Apache and their 
supporters in both Arizona and Minnesota are challeng- 
ing the University of Arizona's (UA) policy of cultural 
genocide and desecration of Dzil Nchaa Si An: Mount 
Graham. Continued pressure will hopefully result in the 
first earnest dialogue between the UA and traditional 
Apache, who have expressed united public opposition to 
the construction of telescopes on Mt. Graham since 
1989. At stake for the University of Arizona is the 
withdrawal of potential new partners in the large tele- 
scope under construction, future plans to desecrate more 
peaks for more telescopes and the expose of the 
university's program of suppression and deceit in devel- 
oping this sacred site. 

On February 19, seven Apache elders and medicine 
people traveled to Tucson to deliver a message to UA 
President Peter Likins in order "to make clear our demand 
that the UA and its partners... respect our culture, heritage 
and way of life and hear our voice as we tell the UA that we 
are opposed to the Mt. Graham observatory upon Dzil 
Nchaa Si An." The Apache also asked the UA to cease 
misrepresenting the official tribal position of the San 
Carlos Apache Tribe. 

Supported by community members and Earth First! 
activists, the Apache elders led a procession to the UA 
administration building where they were locked out of the 
seventh floor and forced to meet with the president outside 
on the front steps. Likins addressed the elders for about 10 
minutes, saying that he respected the Apache culture, but 
stopping the telescope project was not an option. After 
several years in office, Likins' first interaction with the 
Apache elders offered more lip service from the UA, whose 
campaign to fight the Apache and control their sacred 
mountain exemplifies institutionalized environmental 
racism. While Likins speaks of respecting the traditional 
Apache, his public relations machine is actively suppress- 


ing the Apache struggle for reli- 
gious freedom and misleading po- 
tential telescope investors about 
the issues. 

The UA is currently trying to 
lure two new universities into part- 
nerships in the Large Binocular 
Telescope Project. The University 
of Minnesota (UM) and University 
of Virginia are each considering a 
five million dollar investment into 
the project. 

In Minnesota, Native American 
students, faculty, community 
„ members and tribal leaders are 
I standing up against the University 
? of Minnesota. Traditional San 
3 Carlos Apache have appealed to 
| the UM to not add to the desecra- 
| tion of Dzil Nchaa Si An. The Min- 
nesota Indian Affairs Council (rep- 
resenting 11 tribes in Minnesota), 
UM American Indian Studies De- 
partment and the community-based UM President's In- 
dian Advisory Council are calling on the UM to stay off of 
Mt. Graham. The American Indian Movement (AIM) has 
put out a call to action in defense of the sacred mountain. 
On January 23, activists mobilized to erect a tipi on UM 
President Mark Yudof's front lawn. The occupation, which 
included ceremonies, the Thunder Nation drum and a 24- 
hour vigil in mid-teen temperatures was organized by AIM 
activist Clyde Bellecourt and Jim Anderson of the Mendota 
Dakota community, in coalition with local Native Ameri- 
can religious and environmental activists. 

As a result of strong opposition in Minnesota, UM will 
come to Arizona to speak with traditional Apache in 
addition to "elected tribal leaders" who may be asked to 
compromise their support of the traditional Apache reli- 
gion and make a deal. Vigilance and more actions are sure 
to come in this important effort to accommodate the 
religious claims of the Apache people. 

As support grows for the Apache traditional people and 
for protection of the mountain, the foundation of the UA's 
colonialist agenda will erode. For that reason the UA is also 
fighting the listing of Mt. Graham as a Traditional Cultural 
Property in the National Register of Historic Places, as 
recommended by the US Forest Service, and it is organizing 
rural communities to unite against the protective status. 

All this is necessary for the UA to continue development 
of Mt. Graham. Plagued by lawsuits, as well as legal and 
illegal actions for more than a decade, the original tele- 
scope plan is being built only by an unprecedented exemp- 
tion of all environmental and cultural protection laws 
which govern public lands. In order to make this project 
financially viable, the UA says it needs at least four more 
telescopes, something that is obviously unsupportable 
ecologically or by the Apache people, for whom the moun- 
tain is central to the practice of their religion. 

For more information, visit www.mountgraham.org. 

Dwight has been an active Mt. Graham supporter since 1989. 
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In the Spirit of Earth First! 

by Tim Ream 

Thanks for the trees, our relatives whose bodies carry these words forward.Thanks for 
the air, water and food that sustain our lives to read and write for the benefit of life. Honor 
to the land and memory of the Miwok from where these words are written. Thanks to 
the beautiful Earth and Sun that give all life right now. 

It feels good to start with gratitude for what sustains us, some confession of 
the genocide on this continent, recognition and respect for where one is. Such 
acts have their own kind of power to help put the Earth first. In the last decade, 
however, such acts within our movement seem fewer and farther between. In 
these desperate days, we might do well to open our work to include spiritual 
power along with our other efforts. 

In many EF! circles today there seems to be little inclination and sometimes 
much antipathy to what is disparagingly referred to as "woo." Reactions to 
various spiritual attempts frequently include rolled eyes, accusations of cultural 
appropriation or cries of "No Gods, No Masters." We remain an "every tool in 
the toolbox" movement, however, and the tool of spiritual practice as a group 
that is dedicated to defending life seems too powerful to ignore. 

It seems that just about every indigenous tribe of the past and present has 
participated in spiritual practice, generally relating to the land and its gifts. As 
these are the cultures that have generally demonstrated sustainable lifestyles, 
it seems important to explore possible connections. Conversely, perhaps the 
most secular or profane cultures probably include late Western capitalism and 
Soviet-style socialism: two cultures unparalleled in their destruction of the 
Earth. History is replete with thousands of years of these types of cultures 
seeking to destroy indigenous spiritual practice. It appears that the economi- 
cally powerful elite view such practice as an obstacle to their profit from the 
Earth. Our opponents may better understand the power of our spiritual practice 
than many of us do. 

We should look at some of the benefits that accrue when a group engages in 
spiritual practice and what the term itself might mean. The over-riding feature 
of such practice is the recognition of something beyond the material. Such 
practice is generally focused on recognizing and strengthening connections 
between humans and between humans and other beings. Spiritual practice 
often explores fundamental human concerns like sorrow, gratitude or love. It 
often leads to deeper insights around personal or shared human conditions. 

So what does this have to do with Earth defense? Spiritual practice often builds 
community. It does this by increasing the extent of com- 
mon ground shared and thereby strengthens connec- 
tions between individuals and the group. Of course, 
stronger communities find it easier to recruit and 
retain new people and grow in their effective- 
ness. Stronger communities are also better 

continued on next page 
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Victims of Capitalism 

After a long legal battle in India's 
courts, victims of a 1984 poison- 
ous gas leak at a Union Carbide 
plant in Bhopal hope to get justice 
in a US federal court. 

Union Carbide paid the Indian 
government $470 million in an 
out-of-court settlement in 1989— 
the amount only allows the survi- 
vors a sum of $250 a year and is far 
smaller than the estimated three- 
billion-dollar cost of the disaster. 
The leak killed thousands and con- 
taminated water and soil within a 
one-mile radius of the plant. So 
far, 600,000 people have filed com- 
pensation claims. 

The class action lawsuit was re- 
vived because Dow Chemicals re- 
cently purchased Union Carbide 
and can now be held responsible 
for damages. Representatives of 
the victims met with Dow offi- 
cials and demanded the company 
provide safe water, disability pen- 
sions and a medical unit to deal 
with effects of the gas. They gave 
Dow a 30-day deadline to a«_t or 
face strong repris 

Victory for Oregon Forests 

On February 13, a federal district 
court judge ruled in favor of a law- 
suit broughtby the Blue Mountains 
Biodiversity Project, Northwest En- 
vironmental Defense Center and 
Cascadia Wildlands Project. The 
ruling stopped the Bureau of Land 
Management's (BLM) “Timber Ba- 
sin" timber sale in Central Oregon's 
John Day Riven area. Though most 
of a burned portion of the timber 
sale was cut during the trial, the 
green portion was saved by an 
injunction that stopped all cut- 
ting. The judged ruled that the 
BLM illegally bypassed the public 
appeals process and did not ad- 
dress the effects of post-fire sal- 
vage logging. 

A similar lawsuit before the same 
judge stopped the Hash Rock and 
Bandit timber sales in the Ochoco 
National forest in Central Oregon, 
adjacent to the Mill Creek Wilder- 
ness. These victories protect Habitat 
for lynx, wolverine, bald eagle and 
steelhead salmon. 
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In the Spirit of Earth First! continued 

continued from previous page As for cultural appropriation, we willing tolerance and without ridicule. 


able to resolve the many disputes inher- 
ent in our kind of work. Strong commu- 
nities last. 

Spiritual practice can also lead to a 
maturing and growth of individuals, a 
stronger self-understanding and 
awareness. Greater energy and less 
burnout are common. Such practices 
help us recognize our current work in 
a much broader context. Ultimate 
goals come into stronger focus; deeper 
motivations are evoked. Stronger real- 
ization of Earth connections leads us 
to call out for help and receive it from 
surprising sources. 

The Earth is a living being. Our 
communication is not limited to other 
humans or to spoken language. The 
world often responds to our most sin- 
cere intentions in truly amazing ways, 
if we call upon it and give it the chance. 
In this communion with another, our 
sense of self loses some rigidity. The 
picture becomes not just clearer but 
bigger. Some fears and helplessness 
may drop away. Greater possibilities 
for change appear. 

No doubt, many reading this have 
had such experiences, especially in 
wild places. Many people think these 
experiences are random. Perhaps in- 
stead they are just as much a part of 
cause and effect as the overtly physi- 
cal world. Perhaps they result from 
the application of appropriate effort. 
Maybe we can learn to relate to the 
world in this way as a regular aspect 
of our life and in our work together. 
The hard-boiled scientists among you 
are not yet swayed. Hear this: re- 
spected medical journals have recently 
reported double-blind studies where 
people who had strangers pray for their 
recovery from remote locations healed 
significantly faster from illness. There 
is more to the world than appears, eh? 

So this might sound good in theory, 
but what about in practice? Many of 
us have been in circles where 
someone's attempt just comes up 
seeming like, well, bad woo. Do you 
want to hang someone out to dry for 
trying, or support your comrade's at- 
tempt? The term is spiritual "practice" 
and attempting does not imply a claim 
to have the right answer to ultimate 
anything. We are all growing. 


would all do well to listen carefully to 
tribal people who hand down spiri- 
tual practices as the survivors of geno- 
cide. If they request cultural propri- 
ety, we should fully honor it. In no 
sense should imitation for personal 
gain be tolerated. Many Native people, 
however, willingly share spiritual prac- 
tices with those sincerely interested. 
Earth First! is honored among many 
Native people. Non-natives among us 
have been asked to share practices 
and teachings as a way of honoring 
these cultures and protecting indig- 
enous lands. There are practices of a 
people and other practices for all 
people. 

As for "No Gods, No Masters," this is 
obviously a valid response to a domi- 



nant, allegedly "Christian," capitalist 
system. Let's not pray to the bearded 
white man in heaven that only lets 
men be priests and throws many into 
eternal hell. But there are broader ways 
to conceive gods and goddesses. These 
need not even be thought of as outside 
yourself to deserve honor and even 
prayer. While "master" can imply slave, 
it can also imply apprentice and create 
an opportunity to learn from an elder 
of great accomplishment without any 
threat of being bound. 

If you are still not convinced, then 
perhaps this: The total time and effort 
the movement may put into group spiri- 
tual practice will probably never amount 
to more than a tiny percentage of over- 
all effort. Humor the rest of us with 


It takes a lot more effort for a group to 
work together than to pull people 
apart with disparagement. 

Here are some suggestions to open 
more discussion. Let's give thanks 
together to the Earth and Sun for 
food and water when eating. Let's 
intentionally honor the opening and 
closing of circles. Let's give thanks to 
the Earth when we make and break 
camp in a particular place. Let's ask 
for help from all directions on ac- 
tions. Let's take time at gatherings to 
recognize the fallen and imprisoned 
from our movement. 

At rendezvous and action camps, 
perhaps organizers can define a 
space for prayer and meditation 
with an altar for offerings from any. 
Will those with such experience to 
share offer more workshops and 
discussion circles? 

Perhaps we can gather in greater 
numbers to mark full moons, equi- 
noxes and solstices. Maybe at these or 
other times, groups can find ways to 
create the space to say, "I'm sorry, I 
thank you and I love you" as they feel 
called to share. Let's welcome the teach- 
ing of heart songs from our kin. Learn 
them and teach others. Let's redefine 
or rediscover the material manifesta- 
tions of our higher intents in both 
prayer and everyday life. 

Of course none of these practices 
are new to EF!. We can clearly do 
more and more often. Consistency 
and unity need not imply^any coer- 
cion or conformity. Finally, let's rec- 
ognize that the substance of our ac- 
tions is not apart from the spirit of 
our actions. Prayer is not a substitute 
for action but ultimately effects flow 
from intention. May all beings find 
peace and wildness. 

As spirit transcends material so the 
effects of spiritual practice may be 
difficult to fully understand. None- 
theless, a group that has such a basis 
will feel its strength beyond doubt 
and outcomes may manifest beyond 
explanation. Earth first, last and only, 
for our life, as our life, without com- 
promising anything. 

Tim Ream practices forest defense and 
Soto Zen in and around Cascadia. 
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. Chris Korda 


Make yourself as 
comfortable as possible. 
Okay, now close your 
eyes, relax and try to 
imagine yourself dy- 
It could be sud- 
or gradually, by 
or by design, 
far in the future or to- 
morrow, but imagine 
yourself passing into the 
twilight world between life 
and death. Your body is letting 
go, growing heavy, the life force is 
passing out of it and finally your 
body is completely, irrevocably dead. 
Now there's a ceremony and your 
friends and family are gathered around your 
body — expressing their love for you, honor- 
ing you, wishing you well. Your body is 
then buried, naked, without casket or 
shroud in the forest. 

Time is passing. Your body is decom- 
posing, rotting, breaking down into 
the simple substances that sustain or- 
ganic life. The worms and beetles are 
chewing, burrowing into you, digesting 
you. Helping the Earth recycle you. After a 
lifetime of eating, consuming the riches of 
Earth, now the Earth is eating you. You're 
part of the food chain. While your body's nutri- 
ents are slowly dissolving into the soil, they're being 
the roots of a tree. 

Now try to imagine that nameless part of yourself that survives every stage of 
death. Beyond your ego, beyond your consciousness. Try to imagine that while your 
body is composting, feeding the tree's roots, you are passing into the tree. And 
slowly, very slowly, you begin to have sensations again. New, unfamiliar sensations. 
Where your feet used to be, you have roots that sink deep into the warm moist Earth. 
Where your poor, aching spine used to be, you have a thick tmnk, flexible but 
incredibly strong and covered with bark instead of skin. Instead of arms and a head, 
you have a profusion of branches, ending in thousands of delicate twigs instead of 
fingers. And your twigs are thrust out in every direction, toward the heavens, toward 
the sun and instead of hair they are covered with tender, green leaves. 

Feel the warm sun heating your leaves. Breathe with your leaves. Your leaves are 
a million tiny lungs. Feel how they ripple in the breeze. Your branches are gently 
swaying back and forth and the sap is running up and down your trunk, carrying 
nutrients from the soil up to the branches and leaves. Birds are resting on you. 
Insects scurry around on your bark, but they move so fast you barely notice them. 

Time has slowed down for you. You're not going anywhere. Day becomes 
twilight and then night. The stars come out and the moon rises. Feel the other trees 
all around you. You're one tree, among many other trees, in the forest. Hear the 
sound of the forest. Animals, birds, insects, singing the song of the Earth. You're 
singing too with a deep, low sound. Mists creep along the ground and the stars fade 
as dawn approaches. The song is louder now and your leaves are wet with dew. The 
sun creeps over the horizon and into the sky. 
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Hawaiian Oceans Targeted 
as Greenhouse Gas Dump 

Completely unwilling to reduce 
US output of carbon dioxide — a prin- 
cipal greenhouse gas — the Depart- 
ment of Energy (DOE) has approved 
an experiment that would dump liq- 
uid carbon dioxide into the ocean 
off the coast of Hawaii. 

In the initial phase of the plan 
about SO metric tons would be 
pumped 2,600 feet underwater to the 
ocean floor. If the DOE declares the 
experiment a success, a pilot project 
would be implemented in conjunc- 
tion with island power plants. 

The initial area targeted was less 
than two miles offshore near 
Keahole Kona, Hawaii. Strong pub- 
lic opposition has forced the DOE 
to propose alternative sites further 
out to sea. The DOE, has not made 
a finding of impact. Interest in the 
project is widespread with private 
sector and government partners 
from Japan, Canada, Norway, Aus- 
tralia and Switzerland. 

Hyped Phoenix Arsonist 
Sentenced to 18 Years 

Mark Sands, the Phoenix, Arizona, 
public relations consultant accused 
of setting eight fires in seven luxury 
homes adjacent to mountain pre- 
serves, was sentenced February 12. 
He received 18 years in prison and 
was ordered to pay nearly three mil- 
lion dollars in restitution. 

Using the name Coalition to Save 
the Preserves, Sands set the first fire 
on April 9, 2000, at a large house 
under construction near an entrance 
to the Phoenix Mountains Preserve. 
He was arrested in April 2001 after 
defacing a sign at a construction site 
under surveillance. Police also found 
his DNA in the saliva on envelopes 
he sent to the press which linked 
Sands to the arsons. 

On a Spring 2001 trip to the Grand 
Canyon with a close friend who was 
wired by the FBI, Sands confessed. 
He conceded that he was driven by 
dark inner demons, not any politi- 
cal or social cause. At his sentenc- 
ing, he expressed remorse for the 
fire victims but mostly for his 
family's pain. 
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■This Ain't No t-ov'c- 

Congress Looks for a Few Good Saboteurs 


When Craig Rosebraugh assumed 
his tenure in 1997* as the spokesper- 
son for the Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF), he probably did not envision it 
leading him to the halls of Congress. 

On February 12, the Congressional 
Subcommittee on Forests and Forest 
Health held a special oversight hearing 
in Washington, DC, on "Eco-terrorism 
and Lawlessness on the National For- 



ests. " Rosebraugh was the sole environ- 
mental advocate that was either asked — 
or forced — to testify at the hearing. 

Spearheading the hearings was 
Colorado Representative Scott 
Mclnnis — whose district includes the 
Vail ski resort, site of the 1998 arson 
that caused $12 million in damages. 
The arson was claimed by the ELF in 
defense of the endangered Canada 
lynx. Mclnnis called the hearings to 
discuss efforts to stop the threats to 
industry posed by activists that are 
committed to protecting the natural 
environment. In addition, the meet- 


ings were meant to strategize on how 
to boost law enforcement's efforts to 
nab "eco-terrorists." 

In a statement made in November, 
Mclnnis warned Rosebraugh that if he 
should fail to appear before the sub- 
committee, he would face contempt of 
Congress charges. "I think he would be 
well-advised to appear if a subpoena 
tells him to appear," said Mclnnis. "I 
want to pin him to the wall. This isn't 
a love fest I'm inviting him to." 


from, "Do you think that science pro- 
vides anything positive to society?" to 
whom was paying for his attorney. He 
answered only two of the questions 
asked of him: He affirmed that he 
submitted written testimony and that 
he is a US citizen. 

It should have been no surprise that 
Rosebraugh didn't say much. He has 
been subpoenaed seven times to appear 
before grand juries and has never talked. 

Eventually, the subcommittee came 
to the realization that it was a waste of 
time to ask Rosebraugh any more ques- 


tions. The decision was made that 
questions would be submitted to 
Rosebraugh in writing. If he continues 
to refuse to answer, the subcommittee 
warned, he could very well be held in 
contempt of Congress. 

A witness subpoenaed to testify in 
front of a Congressional committee is 
vulnerable to many of the same risks 
as someone called before a grand jury. 
In a perversion of checks and bal- 
ances, if the witness refuses to answer 
any question, no matter how objec- 
tionable, she or he can potentially be 
held in jail for an indefinite length of 
time — at the descretion of the Con- 
gressional members themselves rather 
than a judge. 

The Other Actors 

Also scheduled to testify at the hear- 
ings were members of Congress whose 
districts have been impacted by "eco- 
terrorism," including Representatives 
Darlene Hooley (Oregon), George 
Nethercutt (Washington) and Greg 
Walden (Oregon) . Besides stressing the 
losses incurred by their constituents, 
the three Representatives used this 
opportunity to garner further support 
for new legislation to stiffen federal 
penalties for "eco-terrorist" acts. 


Though the ELF has not injured or 
killed anyone, members of the sub- 
committee said that they are intent on 
using legislation to crack down on 
organizations before someone is hurt. 
During the past year, a number of 
statewide "eco-terrorism" bills were 
proposed and enacted, as well as legis- 
lation at the federal level. 

On February 12, Hooley, Nethercutt 
and Walden tried to recruit cospon- 
sors for bills they introduced: Hooley's 
Environmental Terrorism Reduction 
Act, HR 2583 and Nethercutt's 



The Stage is Set 

"I was forced to come to Wash- 
ington, DC. I'm not going to 
answer that question," said 
Rosebraugh when asked to 
^ respond to the criticism 
that "eco-terrorism" 
M hurts the environmen- 

■ tal cause more than sup- 

* ports it. Rosebraugh was 

asked to voluntarily take 
part in the hearing; 
when he refused, he was 
subpoenaed to testify. 

More than 50 times 
throughout the hearing, 
Rosebraugh stated, "I'll 
f take the Fifth Amend- 
^ ment." Questions ranged 


“For the House Resources Subcommittee on Forests and Forest 
Health to hold this hearing without havingan equal contingency 
of environmental advocates is deplorable. The cards are clearly 
stacked in favor of industry,” said Elaine Close. 
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Agroterrorism Prevention Act, HR 
2795, which would mandate the death 
penalty for certain "eco-terrorism" 
crimes. Other proposals include al- 
lowing the FBI to investigate crimes 
under the Racketeer Influenced Cor- 
rupt Organizations Act (RICO). The 
RICO statutes would allow prosecu- 
tors to charge someone like Rosebraugh 
with conspiracy for his repeated re- 
ceipt of communications from those 
on the frontlines. Representatives hope 
that the stiff penalties that go hand in 
hand with RICO would cause the 
would-be participant in an ELF action 
to think twice. 

Additional testimony was provided 
by the senior vice president of public 
affairs for Vail Resorts, Inc., a manager 
for Boise Cascade Corporation and the 
executive director of the Center for 
Consumer Freedom. 

Law enforcement officials and the 
Domestic Terrorism Section Chief of 
the FBI's Counterterrorism Division, 
James F. Jarboe, rounded out the roster. 

Take a Stab at "Eco-Terrorists" 

"They're the most active. They 
cause the most damage," said 
Jarboe about "eco-terror- 
ists." According to 
Jarboe, the ELF 
and ALF 



(Animal 
Liberation 
Front) have 
caused $43 mil- 
lion in damage since 1996 in more 
than 600 actions. In the eyes of the 
FBI, "eco-terrorists" are close to the 
top of the radar screen, yet do not 
quite compare to white supremacist 
groups — who are still considered more 
dangerous because their attacks are 
often aimed at people. 

In his testimony, Jarboe stated, "The 
FBI defines eco-terrorism as the use or 
threatened use of violence of a crimi- 
nal nature against innocent victims or 
property by an environmentally ori- 
ented, subnational group for environ- 
mental-political reasons, or aimed at 
an audience beyond the target, often 
of a symbolic nature." 


Long before September 11, corpo- 
rate spin doctors were making efforts 
to demonize environmentalists by try- 
ing to connect them with terrorism. 

The concept of environmental terror- 
ism has been around for more than a 
decade. PR Watch recalls a leaked memo 
in 1991 from the Ketchum public rela- 
tions firm which outlined contingency 
plans to protect the image of Clorox. 
Plans included launching an ad cam- 
paign with the slogan, "Stop Environ- 
mental Terrorism.” 

Wise Use front man Ron Arnold and 
the Center for the Defense of Free 
Enterprise define "eco-terrorism" as 
"any crime committed in the name of 
saving nature." This open-ended defi- 
nition includes such actions as sit-ins 
and other forms of peaceful protest. 

The Real Villains 

Elaine Close, a spokesperson for the 
Mobilization for the Protection of 
Civil Liberties, criticized the hearings, 
"For the House Resources Subcom- 
mittee on Forests and Forest Health 
to hold this hearing without 
having an equal contin- 
gency of environmental ad- 
vocates is deplorable. The 
cards are clearly stacked 
in favor of industry." 

"If the alleged goal of this 
Congressional inquiry is to probe ter- 
rorist acts against ecology, " stated Close, 
"why isn't the government investigat- 
ing corporations such as Monsanto, 
Shell, Exxon, General Electric, Boise Cas- 
cade, Pacific Lumber, Lockheed Martin, 
Dow Chemical and the many others 
who engage in murderous business prac- 
tices on a daily basis? Why isn't the 
government investigating the many acts 
of violence and terrorism taken against 
environmental advocates?" 

Rosebraugh's Principled Stand 

In his written testimony to Con- 
gress, Rosebraugh could not be pres- 
sured to step away from his beliefs. "I 
fully praise those individuals who take 
direct action, by any means necessary, 
to stop the destruction of the natural 
world and threats to all life," wrote 
Rosebraugh. "Long live all of the sparks 
attempting to ignite the revolution!" 


*Note: Rosebraugh stepped down as the spokesperson for the ELF in September. He is 
currently pursuing his master's degree and is writing his thesis: "Rethinking Nonvio- 
lence: Arguing for the Legitimacy of Armed Struggle. " 


Colorado Proposes Larger 
Fines for Sabotage 

A bill proposed by Colorado State 
Senator Mark Hillman will allow 
judges to impose triple damages on 
top of any criminal penalty for the 
destruction of animal or agricul- 
tural research. 

Senate Bill 69 sailed through the 
state Senate and is currently being 
considered for passage by the House. 
Hillman hopes the bill will force 
people to "think twice" before attack- 
ing experimental agricultural or ani- 
mal facilities. 

Colorado is the site of two major 
eco-arsons, the more than two mil- 
lion dollar fire in Niwot on November 
27, 2000, and the $12 million sabo- 
tage of the Vail ski area in 1998. 

Italy Says "No GMOs" 

Just in time for the Spring crop 
sowing, the government of Italy 
announced a zero tolerance policy 
toward any imports of seeds con- 
taminated by genetically modified 
(GM) genes. The government ex- 
pects to spend some 50 million 
euros on customs and other con- 
trol methods to insure that seeds 
are free of GM material. 

Italian farmers plan to sow more 
than one million hectares of maize 
and soybeans this Spring. 

IES Incinerators Closed 

In an enormous victory for com- 
munity health and environmental 
justice, the controversial Integrated 
Environmental Systems' (IES) twin 
medical waste incinerators in Oak- 
land, California, closed December 10. 

Faced with escalating protests and 
blockades of trucks carrying medi- 
cal waste, as well as massive fines 
and lawsuits, IES was sold to its 
competitor Stericycle. The new 
owner will be tearing down the in- 
cinerators. The community has de- 
manded that Stericycle use only non- 
incineration technologies and will 
oppose any attempt to send waste 
out of state for incineration. 

IES was located in a low-income, 
community of color and activists 
charge that government agencies par- 
ticipated in environmental racism by 
ignoring toxic emissions and ongo- 
ing violations for years. 
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OurLawed Ways op The LasT Wizards 


by James Bell 

Magic is the craft of the magi or magician. There are 
countless shamans, healers, wiccans, alchemists and oth- 
ers who recount the arts of magic in their histories. An 
"old magic" of potions, charms and odd words is roman- 
ticized by the public. Meanwhile, modern magicians 
have perfected certain aspects of its true art and science. 

loan Couliano, a recognized historian of religion, reveals 
much about magic's lineage and modern uses in his book 
Eros and Magic in the Renaissance. He writes, "Insofar as 
science and the manipulation of phantasms are concerned, 
magic is primarily directed at the human imagination, in 
which it attempts to create 
lasting impressions. The 
magician of the Renais- 
sance was both psychoana- 
lyst and prophet as well as 
the precursor of modern 
professions such as direc- 
tor of public relations, pro- 
pagandist, spy, politician, 
censor, director of mass 
communication media and 
publicity agent." 

Couliano struck a cord 
when he proposed that 
state power could be 
maintained through ei- 
ther a police state or a 
"magician state." The ma- 
gician state, he explains, 
is the full surround of 
commercial images and 
propaganda, manipulat- 
ing the masses through 
the movement of images 
within the soul. Control 
can be maintained by the 
rigid police state with its 
enforcement of laws, or the more flexible magician state 
with its enforcement of desires. 

Couliano's insights help to dispel the enchantments of 
modern capitalism and state power by providing the 
knowledge of how such power has "bound" the masses 
under it. 

A key way of thinking of these magic "binds" can be 
understood by looking at old folk spells. The compo- 
nents of the old spells all had meanings within the 
cultures and times that they were written. Many of 
those meanings have changed or been lost with the 
passing of years, thus weakening the relevance and 
power of the old spell. 

For example, a healing spell calling for magnesium 
would be understood differently today than it would 


have been centuries ago. In the culture of the time, magne- 
sium was conceived of as a substance to strengthen the heart, 
relieve cramps and soothe the nerves. The spell might call for 
stones rich in magnesium to be placed on the body. 

Today's remedies may be better at masking symptoms, 
but it appears much of the effectiveness still rests on the 
patient's belief in their power to "heal.," A contemporary 
healing spell would be rewritten as the commercial medi- 
cal wisdom of "take two and call me in the morning," or 
"plop, plop, fizz, fizz, oh what a relief it is." 

The lore concerning the meanings and uses of stones 
and herbs has been replaced with the lore of medical 
product brands. Magic is still at work in both cases. Magic 

"binds" the images and lore 
of healing with the names 
of the physical substances 
in each case. The big differ- 
ence is that today this 
semiotic binding occurs 
between images and prod- 
uct brands, as opposed to 
images and the true names 
of actual substances found 
in nature. In order to use 
magic to change society, it 
must be based in the real- 
ity of that world — on the 
desires of people. While 
your heart may exist in the 
wild places of the Earth 
you must also understand 
the stories and myths of 
the global popular culture. 
Roy Williams, the adver- 
tising guru known as the 
"Wizard" teaches that, 
"People will only go where 
they have first been in 
their minds." 

I would add that people 
will never leave a place that they can feel in their hearts, 
for they will carry it with them always. Once you establish 
a nexus between the culture of the present world, and the 
world you're trying to create, change can occur. The only 
way to find this nexus is to understand what people are 
doing, watching, eating, reading and discussing. When 
you locate that which will resonate in people's hearts you 
can build a bridge, or "bind," between their world and 
your dream. 

The Last Wizards 

A wizard is etymologically a "wise" person. Originally 
the word was used for philosopher or sage, without any 
suggestion of magical practices. 

continued on page 47 
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A Return to the Wild Life 


from Civilized to More Primitive Living 


Fridge Mountain in the UK 

Residents say ugly trash dumps of 
old refrigerators have erupted across 
rural England since European envi- 
ronmental regulations tookeffect this 
year. The regulations make it ille- 
gal to dump the ozone-depleting 
foam insulation from refrigerators 
and freezers. "From January 1, no- 
body can throw a fridge away. A 
fridge is a dangerous substance," 


Throughout Europe, refrigerators 
must now be crushed in "fridge eat- 
ers" that extract the chlorofluorocar- 
bons so they can be safely destroyed. 
The problem is that no one in En- 
gland actually owns one of these 
machines, and none are expected to 
be operatingfor several months. Con- 


At home in a Wisconsin Winter 


crafting edible and medicinal plants. 
by Red Wolf Returns a very simple, staple diet of salvaged 

I have been involved in the "primi- road-kill venison, vegetables, fruit and 
tive skills movement" for about three nuts is provided for us, supplemented 
years now. For me, this involvement bywhateverfoodsweareabletogather, 
just seemed to flow naturally from my hunt and fish as we progressively learn 
encounters with radical environmen- to do so in a respectful manner. We are 
talism, indigenous rights activism and slowly integrating into the skills and 
primitivism. I wanted more than just awareness necessary to become inde- 
a distant revolutionary objective. I pendent of the cash-economy and 
wanted a real-world, in-the-dirt expe- more intimately interdependent on 
rience of what these lines of thought both our face-to-face community and 
were aiming at. I wanted to learn what the nurturing care of our bioregion, 
it might mean to become one with the Sometime around the first month 

land — not as a concept or ideal, but as or so is when one begins to face some 
a living experience. of the psychological conditioning 

To that end, I spent a good amount we've all been given as products of 
of time studying skills and philosophy colonial culture and realize the level 
with various individuals and attend- of personal and relational healing 
ing gatherings until I ended up in a that needs to take place before one 
year-long primitive immersion course can feel at home in the natural world, 
at the Teaching Drum Outdoor School This first became obvious to me when 
in Wisconsin's North Woods. The pro- I started feeling strong overwhelm- 
gram works toward healing the wounds ing compulsions to bike into town, 
of civilization and attempting to re- binge on junk food and "buy stuff" I 
claim a life-way consistent with the thought I needed. I also started smok- 
ancient ecological wisdom of hunter- ing again, even though I had quit 
gatherer peoples. We don't try to more than a year before. My dreams 
mimic Native American cultural forms became troubled — I was fighting 
here, but rather we strive to re-con- against myself. I began to see just 
nect with the core of what it means to how much the outer violence and 
escape our domesticated condition- greed I had been struggling with as 
ing and live on the level of our wild an urban activist had obscured my 
relations again. Daily life involves vision from the inner violence and 
living in community while learning greed that I carried with me wher- 
and practicing such skills as building ever I went. I was, in fact, an intimate 
Earth lodges for shelter, tanning deer part of the problem, and I carried 
hides for clothing, making fire with- within me the hollow and control- 
out matches, basketweaving and other ling heart of a First World consumer, 
crafts, tracking wild animals and wild- continued on page 46 


old refrigerators away when a cus- 
tomer buys a new one, and scrap 
merchants refuse to pick them up. 

This leaves farmers like Bob Par- 
tridge, who found SO refrigerators 
on his land in southwest England, 


The Devil's Implant 

Applied Digital Solutions' (ADS) 
new "Verichip" Is yet another sign 
that science fiction could be evolv- 


and Drug A dm 
mission tomark< 


ded beneath a person's skin, the 
company promises they will limit 
marketing to strictly voluntary uses. 

The chip is the size of a grain of 
rice, can be inserted with a large 
needle and would be difficult to 
remove or mimic. An add-on device 
could be used to satellite track an 
individual's every move or to store 


Eight Latin American countries 


mark just before the end times. 
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The Landscape of Desire 

Wandering Along Utah's Muddy Creek 


by Greg Gordon 

To the west of Green River, Utah, 
juts the San Rafael Reef, a shark-tooth 
ridge of upended sandstone. Not an 
actual marine reef, but so christened 
by the early pioneers because this 
2,000-foot-high pleat proved a sig- 
nificant impediment to east-west 
travel. Most of the desert beyond re- 
mained inaccessible until the con- 
struction of Interstate 70. Begun in 
1970, this stretch of Interstate took 
20 years to complete. The highway 
slices right through the San Rafael 
Reef, revealing successive layers of 
geologic history. Deposited horizon- 
tally, the layers are now tilted on end, 
so that one drives through the entire 
Jurassic period in a few minutes. 

A dirt road leads to Muddy Creek, 
the only reliable source of water in the 
southern half of the vast and seldom 
visited San Rafael Desert. It looks more 
like an irrigation ditch loaded with 


cow manure than a creek. 

Composed of grey Mancos shale, 
the Coal Cliffs loom above us. A cold 
wind whips the cumulus clouds across 
the sky like a time-release film. 
Through the low clouds we can see 
snow in the highlands of the Fishlake 
Plateau. 

I pull out the maps and show my 
students we are headed clear through 
the San Rafael Desert, from 1-70 to the 
tiny town of Hanksville. A person could 
easily hike through this county in less 
than half the time, but our purpose 
isn't to pass through an area as quickly 
as possible, but rather to come to know 
a place, to linger and saunter as 
Thoreau would have us do. "For every 
walk is a sort of crusade," he wrote. 
"We should go forth on the shortest 
walk, perchance, in the spirit of ad- 
venture, never to return, prepared to 
send back our embalmed hearts only 
as relics to our desolate kingdoms." 

We shoulder our heavy packs and 
navigate through 
failed attempts at al- 
falfa fields. We aim 
toward the interstate, 
sighting our course 
along Muddy Creek. 
We trudge slowly in a 
perpendicular line, 
unwavering as a mis- 
sile, so as to intercept 
the four-lane inter- 
state. We wonder if 
anyone notices a line 
of backpackers 
threading their way 
through a maze of 
barbed wire, old tires 
and car parts to the 
highway, passing be- 
neath it and heading 
south into a land- 
scape as desolate as 
| the moon. 

§• We could have 
E parked on the other 
I side of 1-70 and be- 
| gun our hike farther 
31 downstream, but I 
wanted us to walk 


under the highway, having spent 
so much of our lives traveling over 
it. This ribbon of asphalt superim- 
posed over the landscape defines 
our movement telling us which 
places are important and which are 
not. It gets us from here to there 
with little concern as to what lies 
between. We build our highways 
with near total disregard toward 
the land and its inhabitants. 

I also wanted to experience how ani- 
mals move through the landscape. Driv- 
ing along 1-70 from Grand Junction, 
Colorado, to Moab, Utah, I was over- 
whelmed by the hundreds of ground 
squirrel carcasses littering the pavement. 
Are we simply oblivious to the lives of 
animals in our rush across the desert? 

The Humane Society estimates 
that more than one million animals 
are killed every day on US high- 
ways. This includes not only large 
and small mammals such as deer, 
bear, raccoons, hares and rodents, 
but also reptiles, amphibians, birds 
and an untold number of inverte- 
brates. More than half a million deer 
alone are killed every year by traffic. 
Roadkill is the leading cause of mor- 
tality for most large mammals and 
several endangered species, such as 
desert tortoise, Houston toad, brown 
pelican and American crocodile. 
Highways also act as wildlife mor- 
tality sinks. For example, snakes are 
attracted to the road to sunbathe 
and are flattened as a result; ravens, 
jays and other scavengers come to 
feed off the carcasses and are in turn 
killed themselves. 

From salamanders to grizzly bears, 
highways prove to be impermeable 
barriers to some wildlife movements, 
preventing amphibians from reach- 
ing their breeding grounds and bears 
from finding mates. Roads can also 
dissect habitat. 1-70, for example, sev- 
ers the San Rafael bighorn sheep 
population in half. As traffic flow 
increases in speed and volume, the 
highway becomes a solid wall of 
speeding metal, resulting in decreased 
gene flow between isolated populations . 
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Furthermore, a decreased ability to 
recolonize results in a drop in overall 
ecological resilience. 

Many animals avoid highways al- 
together. Elk spurn areas up to half a 
mile from a road. Small mammals 
find many roads too wide to cross. A 
study of a four-lane highway in the 
Mojave Desert discovered that ro- 
dents hardly ever crossed the road. 
This is particularly portentous to the 
Colorado Plateau, which is home to 
more than 30 species of rodents. Thus 
highways are a double jeopardy for 
wildlife, for not only do they frag- 
ment the available habitat into 
smaller islands, they simultaneously 
kill off the remaining populations. 

Muddy Creek flows unhindered be- 
neath the highway. If an animal 
sensed this passageway, it could safely 
move from one side to the other. 
Riparian corridors like this serve as 
valuable wildlife habitat; indeed 80 
percent of deer kill zones are associ- 
ated with major drainages. If prop- 
erly designed, the creek could serve as 
a wildlife underpass, an idea now be- 
ing incorporated into highways from 
Florida (which has installed under- 
passes for crocodiles and panthers) to 
Canada (which has installed over- 
passes for larger mammals such as 
elk). The Texas Highway Department 
is considering a plan that installs tun- 
nels under the highway for the en- 
dangered Houston toad. Near Park 
City, Utah, fenced right-of-ways fun- 
nel deer to painted cross walks that 
have reduced mortality by 40 percent. 
However, these mitigation measures 


are expensive and the results mixed. 
In Florida, deer and raccoons fre- 
quently use the underpasses but black 
bears do not. In Canada, elk, deer and 
coyotes use the overpasses, but griz- 
zlies and wolves may not. 

As we hike, I think about Simon 
Ortiz' poem. For our brothers: blue 
jay, gold finch, flicker, squirrel — who 
perished lately in this most unneces- 
sary war, saw them lying off the side 
of a state road in southwest Colorado. 
They all love life. 

And suddenly, 

it just stopped for them. Abruptly, 
the sudden sound of a speeding machine, 
and that was it. 

I don't have to ask who killed you. 

I know, and I am angry and sorry 
and wonder what I shall do. 

This, for now, is as much as I can do, 
knowing your name, telling about you. 
Squirrel. Flicker. Gold Finch. Blue fay. 
Our brothers. 

This particular highway also de- 
fines some sort of boundary in my 
own mind. Although much of the 
Colorado Plateau lies north of 1-70, 
for me the area between 1-70 and the 
Arizona line embodies Utah's 
redrock wilderness. 1-70 represents 
civilization, and I had always looked 
to the south — Canyonlands, Zion, 
Escalante — as the real wilderness. 
By starting north of the interstate 
and walking beneath it, I wanted to 
defy the validity of that line. I also 
hoped that this would somehow 
frame the students' concept of wil- 
derness on an experiential level. 

continued on page 48 


E-slaves and Chinese 
Replace Toxic Dumps 

US prison inmates will soon be 
joining Chinese and Pakistanis in 
recycling the toxic waste generated 
by American appetites for the latest 
computers. Currently, 50 to 80 per- 
cent of electronics discarded in the 
US are shipped to Asia where han- 
dling is unregulated. 

Beginning in March, the US prison | 
industry will "think locally,” requir- I 
ing prisoners in Atwater, California, to 
recyclee-wasteforundisclosed “wages” 
under the pretense of "job-training." 

The US is the only developed coun- j 
try that has not signed the Basel 
Treaty of 1989, intended to limit the 
export of hazardous waste. As a re- 
sult of this policy, some regions of j 
China suffer from groundwater pol- 
lution by e-waste toxins 190 times j 
the level considered safe by the World j 
Health Organization. 

"The US is the main global laggard | 
on this whole issue. Since we have 
refused to embrace producer respon- 
sibility, we're relying on prison labor 
instead," says Ted Smith, director of 
the Silicon Valley Toxics Coalition. 
"It's an involuntary servitude type of 
approach to dealing with e-waste, and 
I think that’s pretty scandalous." 

The National Safety Council esti- j 
mates that 315 million computers j 
have or will become obsolete from 
1997 to 2004. 

Car-Free Movement Grows 
in Colombia 

Last month in Bogota, Colombia, 
millions of city-dwellers walked, j 
biked and skated to work during a | 
"day without cars.” Cars were j 
blocked from the normally con- j 
gested streets to make room for hu- j 
man-powered transportation. 

This is the third year that Bogota, a | 
city of seven million, has banned cars 
for a day. This year, two other Colom- j 
bian cities joined the celebration. 

Municipal authorities from other ; 
South American cities came to see j 
the event to learn how to incorpo- j 
rate it in their towns. Enrique Riera, j 
the mayor of Asuncion, Paraguay, j 
said, "These people are generating a j 
revolutionary change, and this is 
crossing borders." 
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A Diary of Forest 
Destruction in Belize 


by Jennifer Rhea 

Logging trucks loaded with severed 
pines zip by as I wind up the road. It's 
a cruel thing to witness, considering 
that ahead is a forest that has been 
decimated by logging activities. 

The guard at the gate to the reserve 
requests the name of the driver, notes 
the license plate number of the vehicle 
and permits passage to Blancaneaux, 
Francis Ford Coppola's resort lodge in 
the 129,000-acre Mountain Pine Ridge 
Forest Reserve. I could have just as 
easily been destined for 1 ,000 foot falls, 
the Rio on Pools or the Rio Frio Caves. 

On past the resort, evidence of log- 
ging is everywhere, with the expanse 
of dead trees stretching to the horizon 
in all directions. Logging equipment 
has injured tree roots and compacted 
the soil, weakening the trees which 
loggers left behind. This particular 
group of trees and others throughout 
the country were weakened by a beetle 
invasion. That invasion has killed most 
of the pines. 

This works out well for the logging 
industry operating in Belize because 
now it really gets to mine the forest for 
lumber. Loggers now profit off the 
same trees they helped to kill in the 
first place. In exchange for a cut of the 
money, the government of Belize has 
granted them access to the forest. 

Throughout the forest, men work in 
groups of three to five, using chainsaws 
to cut trees. Near the remains of an old 
sawmill, tracks indicate the recent pass- 
ing of a tapir. Up near a tangle of rusty 
mill blades, fairly fresh tracks of a 
young jaguar are evident. Just beyond 
and through the brush, an enormous 
pile of sawdust rots above a creek. 

This is a critical watershed for the 
entire Belize Rim drainage. Home to 
waterfalls, creeks and pools, the re- 
serve nourishes the mighty Macal 
River, which flows below. With eleva- 
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tion that rolls in dramatic hills from 
394 feet at Black Rock to 3,336 feet at 
Baldy Beacon, 60 percent of Mountain 
Pine Ridge Forest Reserve is covered 
with tall Caribbean pines. 

There has been steady logging of 
the forest since the 1940s, and soon 
thereafter the beetle infestations be- 
gan. These had been contained to 
relatively small areas of the forest. 
However, the most recent outbreak, 
first noted in 1998, has been ex- 
traordinarily tenacious. Generally 
the conditions that permit exten- 
sive tree deaths are overcrowding, 
drought or logging. Logging was the 
primary factor here in the Moun- 
tain Pine Ridge. 

And so, the trucks roll. Every few 
minutes another rushes down the road; 
each truck leaves the reserve loaded to 
the gills with trees. Bulldozers cut new 
roads to facilitate the process of pick- 
ing the Mountain Pine Ridge clean so 
that the trucks can continue to roll 
from dawn to dark. 

The government claims to be al- 
lowing logging out of concern for 
the fire risk the dead trees represent. 
A fire would likely be devastating to 
the new growth coming in and to the 
surviving trees because the fuel load 
is extremely high. A 
large fire would also 
harm the watershed 
by increasing sedi- 
mentation from the 
Macal River all the 
way out to the sea. 

Any fire threatens to 
become a large one, 
there are so many 
dead trees. 

However, it is also 
true that accelerated 
logging efforts only 
injure the forest fur- 
ther. The scramble to 
salge lumber disturbs 


the surviving trees and it damages 
new trees before they are truly estab- 
lished. The other vegetation, which is 
left untouched by the beetle — the 
broadleaf forest, grasses and wetlands 
below the pines — are all being de- 
stroyed as loggers trample them in 
their lumber quest. 

The government has recently 
brought in a team of experts who 
have the monumental task of refor- 
esting 70,000 acres. The nursery area 
is under construction in a wide ex- 
panse of forest cleared off by bull- 
dozers. Workers lay irrigation lines 
and build the frames that seedlings 
will be started in. The team hopes to 
plant 28 million trees during the next 
four years, using seeds selected for 
extra hardiness. 

There is a labor shortage for the tree 
planting, and the government is cut- 
ting back on funding for all depart- 
ments at this time-— so there isn't much 
chance more workers will be hired. A 
request for volunteers to plant trees 
has been issued. 

If you wish to travel to Belize and 
help plant trees, contact the Forest 
Conservation Division at psindustry@ 
btl.net. It is also possible to just show 
up at the nursery site and pitch in. 




FBI Computer Raid: 

Jailed, Free, Confused? 


by Jeremy Parkin and Chantel G. 

Sherman Austin founded and adminis- 
tered the alternative media website 
raisethefist.com. A diversity of subjects in- 
cluding anarchism, activism and radical 
commentary on current events ignored by 
the mainstream media is covered in an open 
publishing format available to the public. 

[Los Angeles, January 23] Armed offic- 
ers with the FBI, Secret Service and Los 
Angeles Police Department surrounded 
Sherman's house. He had been asleep 
when he was woken up by a relative 
who said that the FBI, police and un- 
dercover agents were on the street with 
their eyes focused on the premises. 


When Sherman approached the 
door, two FBI agents demanded that 
he step outside. Within seconds, a 
swarm of agents raided the house with 
automatic weapons and shotguns. 

Raisethefist.com had been adminis- 
tered from the house over a computer 
network. The house was thoroughly 
ransacked, and all equipment was boxed 
up, loaded into a truck and seized. 

Since 1 999, raisethefist.com has been 
under intensive government monitor- 
ing. At times, it received more than 
100 hits from the US Department of 
Defense in a single day. The FBI, police 
department and National Security 
Agency monitored the site on a daily 
basis. Even governments from the UK, 
Canada, Latvia, Belgium, Egypt, Fin- 
land and Australia monitored the site. 
The FBI also intercepted all packets 
going through the DSL line hosting 
the site and seized additional accounts 
being used by the site. 

[New York City, February 2] The New 
York Police Department, fearing an at- 
tack on the Plaza Hotel during the World 
Economic Fomm protests, apprehended 
27 individuals including Sherman Aus- 
tin. He was released to Secret Service and 


FBI agents who were waiting for him at 
the jail. While being taken into custody, 
he was finally charged with distribution 
of information relating to explosives, 
destructive devices and weapons of mass 
destruction with the intent that such 
information will be used in the further- 
ance of a federal crime of violence. 

At a detention hearing on February 7, 
a judge ordered that Sherman be moved 
to California with a US Marshal escort, 
as the judge felt "the government has 
also shown by clear and convincing 
evidence that there is a very serious risk 
of danger to the community." 

[February 15] Sherman awaited final 
extradition to California at a "hub" for 


prisoners in Oklahoma. Thomas 
Mrozek, with the US attorney's office 
in Los Angeles said, "We have opted 
not to seek an indictment at this time. 
We are continuing to investigate the 
matter, but as of right now, he's off the 
hook." After being in custody for 13 
days, Sherman had all charges dropped. 

Apparently, the government's excuse 
for shutting down raisethefist.com was 
the "militancy" portrayed on the site. 
This same "militancy" that the govern- 
ment was so concerned about is por- 
trayed on at least 1,000 other websites, 
and those sites haven't been touched. 
Raisethefist.com was progressive. Kids 
started creating clubs in their schools 
called "RaisetheFist." The government 
knew that the website inspired people, 
that it was turning into something more 
than just a website. 

Contributions are needed for 
Sherman's legal fees. Please send con- 
tributions for Sherman's legal fund to 
Jennifer Martin, 1335 1-D Riverside Dr. 
#271, Sherman Oaks, CA 91423. 

A month after raisethefist.com was 
shutdown, despite the loss of data and 
computer equipment, the website is back 
in service online. 
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Harmful Levels of Pesticides 

Federally approved pesticides, used 
in recommended ways, are harming 
threatened and endangered salmon 
runs, according to a report by the 
Northwest Coalition for Alternatives 
to Pesticides (NCAP). 

NCAP is one of several organiza- 
tions currently suing the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency (EPA) for 
violations of the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act. The lawsuit alleges that the 
EPA has approved pesticides without 
considering their effects on listed 
species. EPA documents show that the 
agency expects 36 common pesticides 
to get into waterways at detrimental 
levels, even when used according to 
EPA restrictions. 

Pesticides in water can kill fish 
directly, but the chemicals also 
harm fish in subtle ways by altering 
the behavioral adaptations that fa- 
cilitate evasion of predators or abun- 
dant spawning. 

NCAP looked at five major river 
systems of the Northwest and found 
at least 35 pesticides present in each 
of the waterways — 16 at levels the 
EPA says will harm aquatic life. 

North Dakota Supreme 
Court to Decide Native 
Property Rights Dispute 

A property rights dispute with 
national implications is currently 
under consideration by the North 
Dakota Supreme Court. 

A small patch of land sold by a 
farmer to the Turtle Mountain Band 
of Chippewa is needed by the Cass 
County water board in order to go 
ahead with plans for a dam project. 
But lawyers for the tribes argue that 
the sovereign immunity held by tribal 
governments protects them from ef- 
forts to seize the land. 

The land in question includes 
Chippewa burial grounds, upon 
which tribal ancestors "roamed, 
took sustenance, died and will re- 
main for eternity." 

Development proponents fear that 
if the tribe prevails, it is possible that 
opponents of any dam, road or de- 
velopment could stop construction 
by asking an Indian tribe to buy land 
needed for the project. 


Raisethefist website, raided by the feds for its radical contenct, 
covers a diversity of subjects including anarchism, activism and 
current events not reported by mainstream media. 
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When Corporations Own the Weather 
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Can lightning be used as a weapon? The Pentagon wants to know. 

Introduced in the 1940s, the tactic of cloud seeding has 
made huge leaps in the last decade due to a new method 
known as hydroscopic seeding. In the early '90s, South 
African researchers began using flares shot from planes to 
inject water-attracting salts into clouds. In these and other 
tests, hydroscopic seeding has shown evidence of increasing 
not only the amount of rainfall, but also the duration and 
vertical concentration of individual storms. Planes are spray- 
ing barium salt, polymer fibers, aluminum oxide and other 
chemicals into the atmosphere to modify the weather in 
states like Oklahoma, Texas and North Dakota. An extensive 
hydroscopic test was conducted in Mexico by scientists 
from the National Center for At- 
mospheric Research in Boulder, 

Colorado. The results: 99 seed- 
ing missions increased rainfall 
by as much as 40 percent. 

The second-hottest year on 
record was 2001. Scientists see 
potential for modifying weather 
patterns to control drought and 
flooding. There should be little 
doubt that this would be a prior- 
ity for the government — or for 
corporate military contractors. 

Weather is a Force Multiplier: Own- 
ing the Weather in 2025 is a 1996 A " trough " left in the cl 

government report that can be seeding 

found on a Pentagon-sponsored website. The paper's ab- 
stract reads: "In 2025, US aerospace forces can 'own the 
weather' by capitalizing on emerging technologies and 
focusing development of those technologies toward fight- 
ing applications. Such a capability offers the war fighters 
tools to shape the battle space in ways never before possible. 
In the US, weather modification will likely become a part of 
national security policy with both domestic and interna- 
tional applications." Wired magazine extensively quoted 
physicist Bernard Eastlund in its January 2000, article, 
"Activate Cloud Shield! Zap a Twister!" The article detailed 
the military's plan for "made-to-order thunderstorms" and 
"lightning strikes on demand." 

Eastlund managed programs on Controlled Thermal 
Nuclear Research for the US Atomic Energy Commission 
from 1966 to 1974; he was also a key researcher in the 
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1980s Strategic Space Initiative (aka Star Wars). Since 1996, 
Eastlund has served as CEO and president of Eastlund 
Scientific Enterprises Corporation. The company boasts 
that it specializes in "weather modification" and "tornado 
modification" among other high-tech services. At the 2000 
Conference and Exposition on Engineering, Construction, 
| Operations and Business in Space, Eastlund outlined his 
s plan for zapping tornadoes with an electromagnetic radia- 
| tion beam from the proposed Thunderstorm Solar Powered 
% Satellite he's developing with the help of the European 
£ Space Agency and Jenkins Enterprises. 

Another promoter of this brand of technology is Edward 
Teller. Teller is the father of the hydrogen bomb and one 
of his bright ideas from the '50s was to create harbors by 
; nuking our own coastline. The April 24, 2001, New York 
l Times reported that Teller "has promoted the idea of 
l manipulating the Earth's atmosphere to counteract global 
i warming." Teller's Lawrence Livermore Weapons Labora- 
tory has produced computer simulations on the use of 
; aluminum oxide to counter global warming. 

I While corporations and the military talk of weather 
enhancement, some of the most important develop- 
ments are coming in the field of weather suppression. 
One factor pushing those developments is the ever-in- 
: creasing density of the Earth's population. Not only does 
; it amplify the need to move water to drought-afflicted 

areas, it also intensifies the 
amount of damage natural di- 
sasters wreak. Weather-related 
catastrophes caused $92 bil- 
lion in damages worldwide 
during 1998 and displaced 
more than 300 million people 
| from their homes, according 
| to the Worldwatch Institute 
| in Washington, DC. 
n Hurricanes are the top pri- 
» ority for weather-suppression 
scientists. Since hurricanes are 
fueled by the evaporation of 
louds by the first successful cloud- warm ocean water, one way 
g experiment, November 13, 1946 to km a storm would be to 
cool the ocean. Pushing a hurricane toward land would 
also kill the storm by eliminating its energy source — but 
would also threaten people and property. That's not an 
option, of course. But can scientists make a hurricane 
think it's over land? A team at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology believes so. Led by professor Kerry Emanuel, 
these scientists hope that by applying a chemical coat 
one molecule thick to the ocean's surface, they can 
retard the natural heat-transfer process that occurs dur- 
ing evaporation, thereby slowing the storm and stop- 
ping it before it reaches land. 

This effort to control the weather is one of the last 
frontiers in the patriarchal quest to control Mother Nature. 
Fortunately, as humans create more chaos for ourselves, 
nature will always have the upper hand. We forget that 
when you mess with Mother Nature, she bites back. 
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A "trough" left in the clouds by the first successful cloud- 
seeding experiment, November 13, 1946 
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Like the plot of a bad science fiction novel, scientists 
are developing artificial wombs in which embryos can 
grow outside a woman's body. Some say the works of 
science fiction writers are merely blueprints for the future. Imagine any of the 
futurist movies or books you've encountered with their twisted technological 
fates coming true. Jules Verne, in the classic sci-fi novel 20,000 Leagues Under the 
Sea, imagined the submarine in 1870. Inspired by the novel, it was invented in 
1898. A study on George Orwell's book 1984, found that a majority of the 
technologies and political reckonings he had imagined had taken place by 
2000, though it was written in 1949. In the 1976 Marge Piercy novel. Woman 
on the Edge of Time, artificial wombs were imagined. Now they are becoming 
reality. It all ties into some humans' quest to control every aspect of nature. 


It is not implausible that womb factories could 
be created for farming fetuses. 

The immediate aim of this work is to help women whose damaged wombs 
prevent them from conceiving. An artificial womb would be made from a 
woman's own endometrium cells, and an embryo would be placed inside it and 
allowed to settle and grow before the whole package is placed back in her body. 
Because the new womb would be made of the women's own cells, there would 
be no danger of organ rejection. However, research is currently limited by in 
vitro fertilization legislation. The next stage will involve experiments with mice 
or dogs. "We hope to create complete artificial wombs using these techniques 
in a few years," said Dr. Hung-Ching Liu of Cornell University's Center for 
Reproductive Medicine and Infertility. "Women with damaged uteruses will be 
able to have babies for the first time." 

The pace of progress in the field has startled experts. Artificial wombs could 
end many women's childbirth problems — but they also raise major ethical 
headaches. Although the declared intention is to place the wombs inside a 
woman's body, they are also presently a viable possibility outside the body. It 
is not implausible that womb factories could be created for farming fetuses. 
For a start, there is the issue of abortion. If a woman wanted or needed to 
terminate her pregnancy, the government could say she had to have the fetus 
removed and placed in an external artificial womb. Artificial wombs could 
also have unexpected consequences for working women. Employers could 
require women to place their child in the more "efficient" artificial womb 
instead of providing maternity leave prior to the birth. It may also turn out 
that artificial wombs provide safer environments than natural wombs which 
can be effected by drugs and alcohol from a mother's body. Health insurance 
companies could actually insist that 
women opt for the artificial way. 

To truly foresee the potential of this 
technology, one can imagine sperm and 
ova banks being used to create workers 
without parents, raised by the state to 
fulfill its worker quotas. Cloning was once 
a science fiction writers creation; now it's 
a reality. Using history as an indicator, 
one can only imagine how the applica- 
tion of the artificial womb could threaten 
the sanctity of conscientious motherhood 
and the planet. 



Huntingdon Quits LSE 

The British government asserted 
that no more companies would 
be "hounded" overseas as animal 
rights activists celebrated the 
news that Huntingdon life Sci- 
ences (HLS) had quit the London 
Stock Exchange. 

On January 24, HLS moved its 
listing to the US where stricter laws 
hide stockholder identity. 

After coming to notoriety in 1997 
when a TV documentary exposed 
cruel practices toward animals in 
its laboratories, HLS has been the 
target of a determined campaign to 
undermine its funding sources. 

Last year, HLS was driven to the 
brinkof bankruptcy when the Royal 
Bank of Scotland declined to ex- 
tend a loan. The firm's latest backer, 
Stephens, Inc., recently said it 
planned to sell its stake to an un- 
named investor. 

Joseph Dawson, an activist with 
the group Stop Huntingdon Ani- 
mal Cruelty, said, "We will not 
stop until we have driven this dis- 
gusting firm out of business. We'll 
find out who the new backers are, 

and we'll drive them away as well." 

' 

Mass-Produced Clones 

A chip under development by a 
California biotech company could 
automatically create hundreds of 
cloned embryos at a time, making 
cloning cheap and easy enough for 
companies to mass-produce identi- 
cal cloned animals for farmers. The 
chip automates the laborious pro- 
cess of nuclear transfer, the key 
step in cloning. The device, created 
by Aegen Biosciences, could handle 
hundreds — perhaps thousands — of 
eggs at once. 

While the process has only been 
tested with sea urchin eggs, the 
company plans to try cow eggs 
next. If the chip proves successful 
in bovines, it is likely to be at- 
tempted with human eggs by com- 
panies such as Advanced Cell Tech- 
nologies (ACT), which has ex- 
pressed interest in the chip. ACT 
announced last year that it had 
cloned human embryos. 
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Blast from the Past 


Both articles originally appeared in the March- April 1985 
issue of the Earth First! Journal. 

The Biocentrism of 
Western Civilization 

by Gregory McNamee 

From the earliest days of the modem environmentalist 
movement, many adherents have consciously rejected the old 
values of Europe, of industrial and postindustrial capitalism 
and their allied social systems. For some, this rejection has 
meant turning to the Orient, to Zen Buddhism, Taoism and 
mysticism for guidance; for others, it has meant adopting little- 
understood Native American traditions, usually to the chagrin 
of Native Americans; for still others, it has meant piecing 
together an eclectic "deep ecology," drawing on many tradi- 
tions, a cosmopolitan synthesis just now coming into its own. 
And then there are those who have simply become latter-day 
Luddites. In all cases, the European past is minimized. 


The exclusion is unwarranted. For one thing, it has to be 
assumed, in this country at least, that most environmental 
activists are the products, in one way or another, of Euro- 
american society. As anthropologists will tell you, the prob- 
lems posed by a culture must be solved in that culture's 
terms: We are our parents, as they are their parents before 
them, and to disavow our past is to disavow ourselves, the 
good with the bad. For another thing, there is little sound 
evidence to suggest, as some would argue, that the classical 
civilizations of Asia, Africa and the New World intrinsically 
were any more ecologically sensible than our own. Witness 
the overpopulation of the western Pacific Rim and the 
resultant exhaustion of resources there, for example — a 
condition that has persisted for millennia. And witness the 
Amerind habit of hunting or fishing an area out and then 
moving on to fresh killing grounds — a seemingly luxurious 
practice made possible only by deliberate population con- 
trol, sound ecological adaptation being above all else a 
function of demographics. People, it appears, are people 
everywhere, with much the same shortcomings and likely 
to make mistakes whenever and wherever conditions per- 
mit. To cast away one's past in favor of another that is quite 
as apt to be riddled with errors is simply cultural transves- 
tism, which can be no solution to our many troubles. 
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Biotech Takes a Hit in Minnesota 
The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) has taken credit for 
setting incendiary devices at a construction site on the 
University of Minnesota's St. Paul campus. The target of the 
January 29 fire was the university's new Microbial and Plant 
Genomics Research Center. According to an anonymous 
communique, incendiary devices left in the main construc- 
tion trailer and in two pieces of heavy machinery caused 
extensive damage. The fire also spread to an adjacent crop 
research facility. The statement went on to say that the 
facility was targeted l< >r action because "the construction of 
this research building is being funded by biotech giant 
Cargill Corporation who develops, patents, and markets 
genetically modified crops, making people dependent on GE 
foods. We are fed up with capitalists like Cargill and major 
universities... who have long sought to develop and refine 
technologies which seek to exploit and control nature to the 
fullest extent under the guise of progress.” 

UK: Bayer Headquarters Blockaded 
Anti-genetic modification (GM) protesters blockaded the 
UK headquarters of the German chemical and pharmaceu- 


tical giant Bayer on the day the company came on the New 

York Stock Exchange. Bayer was targeted for its takeover of 
Aventis CropSdence, the company behind most of the UK's 
controversial GM crop trials. The activists accuse the crop 
science company (Aventisl of ignoring public concern about 
GM crops and using its size and power to manipulate 
governments and farmers. 

Sixty protesters blocked entrances to the parking lot at 
Bayer's Newbury headquarters using a tripod and a human 
chain made of people padlocked together. Activists also 
hung banners outside the building to highlight Bayer's 
newly acquired status as Europe’s largest GM research 
company. After six hours, the activists left peacefully with- 
out arrest having made their point. 

The help from Wall Street is important lor Bayer, as the 
company is attempting to raise capital to fund the Aventis 
CropSdence takeover and internal restructuring. The in- 
volvement of Wall Street had to be delayed last year after 
Bayer’s share price plummeted following revelations that 
one of its core products, the anti-cholesterol drug Baycol, 
was linked to nearly 100 deaths. 

Demonstrations Target Citigroup 

On February 20, activists in SO different cities demon- 
strated at Citibank branches across the US to protest the 
financial giant’s involvement in the controversial Camisea 
gas project in the Peruvian Amazon. The action was part of 
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Granted that Euro-americans have done more than 
their share in despoiling the Earth and granted that 
Euro-american culture has produced the monstrous eco- 
nomic systems that race to destroy the world and its 
peoples: We know all that. But it is useless dogma to 
suggest that things cannot change, and one way we can 
assure a rational adjustment of our society is to deter- 
mine just where we went wrong, to isolate the origins of 
our present ecological crisis. And those origins, we learn, 
are comparatively modern; for the Indo-European mind, 
which continues vestigially to guide us, through lan- 
guage, was aware of its natural environment and the 
limits of nature, knew to act both as ward and guardian 
of the Earth, knew the implications of ecological respon- 
sibility and irresponsibility. 



By the time you receive this issue of the EF! Journal, we 
will have just passed the five year milepost as an organiza- 
tion. It's a good time for a little self-indulgent reflection on 
why we are here. This may be a one person mission 
symposium, I suppose, but there are a few items I would 
like to address, since they seem to keep popping up as 
issues, and since the questions raised are in a way central 
to our mission as a movement. 

First, a little about symbols. Since I sketched out the 
original mock-up for the Earth First! logo with Dave and 
Howie five years ago, I would like to offer my views on its 



meaning and purpose. The words “Earth First!" should be 
self-explanatory and that is why they were chosen. The 
circle represents Earth, the cycle of life and the coffee stain 
on an Environmental Impact Statement. The green fist in 
the center of the logo symbolizes militancy, which accord- 
ing to my Random House Dictionary means "vigorously 
active, aggressive or combative." The clinched fist also 
represents unity and is used in many struggles by op- 
pressed peoples. The color green stands for all life, since we 
all (except for tube worms) depend on photosynthesis. 
Before you get too up-in-arms about the word "combat- 
ive," bear in mind that even Gandhi referred to himself as 
a nonviolent warrior and Martin Luther King, Jr. was 
certainly an aggressive person in his battle for civil rights. 

For the rest of each story, you can order back issues of the EF! 
Journal for $5 each or $500 for our 21-year set. 
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an ongoing campaign to pressure the world’s largest bank to 
ban funding for environmentally destructive projects. 

Citibank is the financial advisor of the drilling 
pipeline construction project that threatens Peru’s L 
Urubamba Region in the Amazon, a biologically dp 
area that is home to several indigenous tribes. Accor 
a study by the Smithsonian Institute, the project 
one of the world's most biologically diverse regio 

The campaign has included hundreds of demons 
a boycott of Citibank credit cards and nonviolent direct 
actions. As part of the campaign, Rainforest Action Network 
and PowerShift are calling on Citibank to lead the corporate 
financial sector in en 
fuels and deforestati 
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t lar and Developmental Biology department. The fourth flooi 
k houses the office of UCSC's Center for Molecular Biology, 
e Two controversial areas of study also take place on the f< rurth 
floor: Hurhan Genome Project research and plant genomics. 

The UCSC Center for Genomic Science was recently 
awarded a nearly six million dollar grant from the National 
Human Genome Research Institute. Manuel Ares and Alan 


Maine Biotech Park Sabotaged Human Genome Research Institute. Manuel Arcs and Alan 

The Earth and Animal Liberation Fronts took joint re- Zahler. two of the four scientists listed as principal investi- 
sponsibility for sabotaging the construction of a biotech gators in the center s work, had offices on the fourth floor 
park being built in Fairfield, Maine. On January 29, sand of the SLnsheimer Labs. Jane Silverthome, program dire 
and quickcrete mix were placed in the engines, gas tanks of the National Science Foundation's Plant Genom 
and hydraulics of an ext avator and a roller, search Program, also had an office on the fourth i 

The biotech park is being pushed by Paul Tessler, a The cause of the fire is still under Investigation 
representative of 1 airfield, who is in cohoots with Jackson economic impact of the fire is still to be assessed. 
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Wolves and Poodles 


A wolf who won't go down without a fight to the 
elderly womyn and tree climbers who joined forces 
in an attempt to save a majestic, 150-year-old white 
swamp oak in the heart of the Bronx neighborhood of 
Riverdale. The tree was situated on a lot bought by a 
real estate devel- 

Sr? Wolves ai 

eight-story con- N 

dominium. The chainsaws came on February 19. ; 

Thirty elderly Jewish womyn from the neighbor- tj 
hood gathered around the tree and risked arrest in 
order to halt the workers. The day's work was over. 

A young tree climber named Seth managed to stop 
the inevitable for a few more hours the next morning. 

A half-dozen TV cameras and a stunned, yet support- 
ive, state representative watched Seth shimmy up the 
tree. When a police officer told him he was free to protest 
on the sidewalk, he went higher chanting, "More gar- 
dens! More trees! New York City has got to breathe!" 
Neighborhood children congregated and watched with 
amazement. By day's end, Seth would be in jail and the 
tree would be a stump. However, seeds of resistance were 
planted amidst the destruction. 

A wolf disguised as a cow who has no masters to the 
renegade seven-year-old bovine in Cincinatti, Ohio, for 
escaping from a slaughterhouse. She escaped by jumping 
a six-foot fence at Ken Meyer Meats in Camp Washington 
on February 1 5 . The 1 , 200-pound cow has become a local 
hero and was still on the run at press time. The authori- 
ties are frustrated that their repeated attempts to lure the 
light-colored Charolais out of Mount Storm Park's thick 
underbrush have failed. 

A wolf playing in the sun to the residents of San 
Francisco, California, who voted to turn 'Frisco into the 
largest solar city. They just passed two ballot initiatives that 
will result in the city buying 60 megawatts of solar panels. 

A poodle biting its own paw to the Environmental 
Profit, oops, Protection Agency who has awarded more 
than two billion dollars in grants to questionable non- 
profit organizations. Many grants were awarded without 
competitive bids, and some groups 
may have received preferential 
Mgx treatment. Some of the awards 
^ jP went to organizations that sub- 
sequently sued the agency. For 

* yf-dL . Ijjr •' * example, the National Asso- 

ciation of Homebuilders, 


A poodle who's fed nothing but coal kibble to 
federal regulators who approved the largest railroad 
construction project in recent history. The project, a 
one-and-a-half billion dollar, 900-mile line linking 
Wyoming coal fields to the Mississippi River. 
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which received two mil- 
lion dollars in research 
grants, sued the agency to 
^ eliminate a rule barring 
c developers from excavat- 
ing in swamps, bogs and 
marshes without approval. 


produce more than 500 mil- 
lion tons of coal by 2010. If the 
project is completed, dozens of 
trains per day, each comprising at least 100 cars, 
would travel through Wyoming's Thunder Basin Na- 
tional Grassland and South Dakota's Buffalo Gap 
National Grassland. 

A poodle running to fetch a stick of dynamite to 
the US National Park Service who gave the initial 
green light to a proposal by the Collier Resources 
Company to search for more oil in Florida's Big 
Cypress National Preserve. The proposal would al- 
low the detonation of dynamite in 14,700 holes and 
drilling of an 11,800-foot exploratory well. The pre- 
serve is a watershed for the Everglades and is home 
to the endangered Florida panther and other pro- 
tected species. The proposal is awaiting approval 
from the regional park service director, Army Corps 
of Engineers and the state of Florida. Environmen- 
talists expect oil exploration will harm wildlife in 
the preserve and alter water flows into the Ever- 
glades. The Collier Resources Company already ex- 
tracts 2,200 barrels of crude oil per day from two 
wells in the preserve, a quantity that the company 
predicts could increase to 10,000 barrels per day if its 
request is approved and oil is discovered. 
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Many folks have spoken on a phone they 

assumed to be tapped. That is standard security practice for 
EF! activists. But how likely is it? How hard is it to tap 
phones? Could you do it to someone else? 

The Communications Assistance for Law Enforcement Act 
of 1994 essentially requires that the entire US telecommuni- 
cations system be tailored to the demands of the police 
state, at an expense largely shouldered by ratepayers. 

But while AT&T is busy installing location track- 
ing capability for your cell phone, a local wise-use 
goon could be creeping up to your pedestal 
box (those metal boxes located at street 
level, holding up to 1,800 phone 
lines) or even your backyard to in- 
stall an amateur tapping device he 
bought at Radio Shack. There's even 
a website run by a high school stu- 
dent which details how he used a 
Walkman, alligator clips and an old 
phone to tap the home of his school 
principal. 

Phones are easy to tap, but most 
taps are difficult or impossible to lo- 
cate. The scope of this article is not 
broad enough to cover the volumes of 
information available, but it's a starting 
point for understanding some basics. 

Wiretaps can be broken into four pri- 
mary categories: hardwire, soft, record and 
transmit. 

When physical access is gained to a section of wire 
that the telephone signal travels through, the tap is called 
"hardwired." A second set of wires is attached, and the 
signal is then bridged back to a 
secure location. This method is 
like plugging a second appliance 
into an extension cord — same 
circuit, just creating another ac- 
cess point. This type of wiretap is popular with local police. 

A soft wiretap is a modification done to the software used 
to run the phone system. This is done at the phone company 
and is the preferred method with large law enforcement 
agencies, intelligence agencies and hackers. 

A record wiretap is just a voice-activated tape recorder 
wired into the phone line. It's a type of hardwired tap, but 
the tapes must be changed at the tap location. This type is 
favored by amateur spies and private investigators, but it is 
dangerous to use because it is easy to find with detection 
devices and requires servicing to replace the tapes. 

A transmit wiretap, also known as a "bug," is the solution 
to the above tape servicing dilemma. A bug is a device that 
receives audio information while wired into the phone line 
and broadcasts it. The spy sets up a nearby receiver that 
picks up this signal and sends it to a speaker or records it. 
A bug with its own microphone doesn't even need to be 
wired into the phone; it can pick up and transmit any sound 
in a room. 

It used to be that eavesdroppers were limited in the 
number of wiretaps they could conduct, simply because of 
the labor intensive nature of having a human listen to and 
transcribe conversations. 


Now new inventions are automating wiretaps, allowing 
them to evolve in quantity and quality. Computerized 
voice recognition and programs that search for and isolate 
key words eliminate the need for a person to listen to every 
tape. Computer management of data allows agents to easily 
search for revealing call patterns using information from 
pen registers, devices that record the numbers 
dialed on a individual phone line. 

The constraints of geography are also 
being eliminated by advancing technol- 
ogy. Agents monitoring wiretaps no 
longer have to sit in a non-descript deliv- 
ery van outside the target's house. Inter- 
cepted communications can be transmit- 
ted hundreds or thousands of miles to a 
monitoring facility. 

The Drag Enforcement Agency takes this 
concept one step further. The agency for- 
wards intercepts from many different inves- 
tigations to a central facility in Utah, where 
they are monitored and transcribed by 
military personnel. 

Cordless and cellular phones are espe- 
cially easy to intercept, as they broadcast 
over airwaves and usually can be picked 
up by a scanner. In the US, the cellular 
phone industry adopted a weakened 
scrambling standard under pressure 
from the National Security Agency. Cell 
phones and pagers also transmit the approxi- 
mate location of the user. 

'Secure" phones using cryptographic scram- 
bling are commercially available but may not pro- 
vide adequate protection. 
A telephone attachment 
sold by AT&T scrambles 
conversations with the use 
of a "Clipper Chip," but 
the key that unsrambles those conversations is posessed by 
the US government. 

Another option is computer-based scrambling which al- 
lows two computer owners to speak through modems. Free 
programs are available but may require a powerful computer 
and DSL line to create understandable speech in real time. 

While it's somewhat interesting to delve into the various 
legal workings necessary for an agency like the FBI to 
obtain a court-ordered wiretap, it bears absolutely no 
relevance to whether or not they've tapped your line. 
They'll do as they please, as we well know. 

What is relevant is that new laws like the USA PATRIOT 
Act greatly expand the circumstances under which the cops 
can obtain legal taps, therefore greatly expanding what 
can be presented in court. So before you say something 
over the phone, reflect a second on how it would sound 
played back to a jury. 

For more information, visit: 

www.howstuffworks.com; 
www.tscm.com (interesting photos); 
www.totse.com (look under phreak); 
www.civillibeTty.about.com/cs/wiretapping/index. 
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Ht&trr work 

Along, the- road that leads home, 
the black- limbed fingrs of maples and elms 
Stretch ein-like info the dark stillness. 

Silenee folds me, a? ! folio w myself to the 
point of Separation from one world 
as a rvs'h of wind from my winged arms 
Sweeps the dome of feathery Summery sky. 

I am hushed as limestone — pale and Solid 
moving, in a line- through the trees following, 
the shadowy Stream course. 

SaSSmgSnag and trails of vines. 

Turning, the Sodden thermals in upon themselves 
beyond the peril of chokers. 

I don’t know the ultimate purpose of the flight 
as l S'mg..Stepping.into the air — 
undeterred by anything. 

Tilling. mySelf with red and digestible Joy 
time and tirvie- again sicked from the 
Stunning white frost of the field. 

At daybreak the fields Swell 
and my feathered cloak fades with 
the shadow stained earth. 


Ate-MGD (AJm-J V/fSfONJS 
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Prink the 
Cells die and are 
Your gaze on the 
I? its pathi 

Eventually ^ 

Your bones will pie up 
Inside the curve where the 

Something, for Kaven to laugh £ko$ 
Spiders running back and forth f\ 
MoSS Seeping. 


(Glacier Wily 


Zoe Sellows 
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owntouse transmission 

...Coldfoot, Alaska 

Tryingto shit fast to escape 
the bug chewing my aSS, 

I look up for breath, 

and into the brown Saucer eyes 

of a bull moose. 

It is eyes are pulled tight 
as he too shits, 
and bug chew Inis aSS 
under the Same midnight Sun 
Shining above us both. 

At this moment in time, 
time no longer exists, 
the mooSe no longer exists, 

I no longer exist. 

It iSjvSt two aSSholeS 
out in the woods, 
hunted by the Same parasites 
and tryingto let g 
of the same shit. 


R£P CL-OUP TttVNPWk 


We all have seasons 
when nothing gees fast enough 
except the things that g too fast. 

Something works in the depths 
of reality to create crisis 
Make a big Splash 
f ride the resulting, wave 
Sc relentless like the ocean 
£ you’ll never run out of waves 




Sc relentless like the Sun at midnight 
like the Secret ring of trees in winter 
Cvery tree is another form of awareness 
There’s Something wi Id 
in the way they keep gowing. 

If the only dinosaurs left are birds 
what does that Say about the future? 
You’d think that evolution of life itself 
would be enough to capture any imagination 

Se the Ughtningthat c/ipoScS 
the darkness of a stormy night 
Se also the thunder 
that tells the story 


Mac L-ojowskj 


Steve Toth 



TKAN STOkMATlON 
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fti? todtj grew heavy. 

Hair covered him, nights lengthened. 

Hi? tonge thickened; Spee ch 
was difficult. 

He shunned company, 

took long, walks in narrow canyons 

wh ore- a lowering Sun never re-ached. 

Teet Swelled to calloused pad? 

and one- day, he left hi? shoe? among, itonei. 

A trail of blood followed. 

He no longer understood the words 
of those who called hiivi back, 
no longer knew 
what words were. 

His eornpanlonS walk- on all fours, 
wear thick coats of blue, black., and brown. 
They are Solitary and content 
In their Solitude. 


< p>c^^ imes In Snow he glimpSeS 
theWvo-footed tracks 
kqf #i»|e- tf'H upright, stands 
t nfti / 


Sagpr T-\ den 

t & 4 crystal streams. 
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coat I? fuli^and Soft. 


Adams 





PAMtH-AlfOd 


Afefor buildingdamh 
Ttyr most it would bewfyst to 
heave it to beavers 


kirk U/mpfdn 


before day In the forest dark 
The beast wakes to stalk his prey 
He lumbers from h'iS den 
Shakngthe cold night 
Trom hiS great body. 

The Sun is hours away. 

tbeast moves higher 
Mountain lifts hm up 
The hawk cries a tvamin^. 

The air I? filled with fear. 

The beast lifts his gin 
And sights In the bear. 

TTiad < 2 *o&+ 2 - 


MJP TKDM HhATVIAVekS 

Oirey mud from Headwaters 
Trosts my Shoelace 
What’s it doing there? 

It Should be 

Peep under the redwood’s roots 

Holding the water In 

Holdingthe moisture I Saw 

Paubed In nestled clouds on the valleys 

Nestled like Snuggled blankets 

Wrapping what’s left of the gentle forests. 

Mud from Headwaters 

CAingg to the pattern In my shoes. 

What’s it doing there? 

The old logging road 

SI Ity green like the Yukon kver 

Was not So muddy as I Imagined. 

need the rain winter hasn’t brought. 

Tor two hours we hiked 

Through devastation, huge and anole-nf stumps 

kinged by teasel, pampas, 

A host of Turasian invasion Scourge 
That roads bring 
To deplete. 

^^Jkom Headwaters Splattered on my jeans 
Pid no^%sii!&g|^oivi the forest 
6 ut from the road that cut it. 
htpoSed, I carry it home to show 
How deep the damage runs. 

Jenny Mc&ride 
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on the deployed version of 
this weapons system. 
An unspecified 
quantity of de- 
pleted uranium 
for 
evalua- 
tion purposes..." 
Why 
believe 
the 


Dear caca crania, 

It's vital to 
get our facts 
straight, or 
we’ll be 
dissed as 
mere 
pas- 
sionate 
ignora- 
muses. 

So, I gotta tell 
you: There is 
no evidence 
that depleted 
uranium (DU) 
is part of 
Tomahawk 
cruise missiles. 

Almond's ar- 
ticle in Brigid 
2002 (page 17) fol- 
lows countless other ■ ■ 
misled writers on the 
subject, by stating, 
"Tomahawk cruise missiles 
contain significant amounts 
of DU — just for ballast!" 

This errant conclusion 
comes from some of the ini- 
tial, critical work published 
about depleted uranium that 
cited Navy documents exclu- 
sively related to test flights of 
Tomahawk cruise missiles. 
When the nuclear-capable 
Tomahawk was flight tested, 
it was weighted down with a 
mock warhead containing de- 
pleted uranium to simulate 
the mass and density of the 
intended nuclear weapon. 

That the conventional com- 
bat-version contains no DU 
has since been confirmed and 
acknowledged by both the 
Navy (see below) and inde- 
pendent DU researchers such 
as Gulf War conscientious 
objector Dan Fahey (see 
www.du.publica.cz/papers/ 
Fahey.htm). 

Responding to a 1999 Free- 
dom of Information Act re- 
quest from the Military Toxics 
Project, the Executive Secre- 
tary of the US Navy's Radia- 
tion Safety Committee stated, 
"Regarding the Tomahawk 
missile system, there is no 
depleted uranium used in or 


I 

e d 
. self? 
Because there is no contra- 
dictory evidence. I have long 
asked those active in DU op- 
position who claim DU is 
present in Tomahawks to 
show evidence of DU at 
Tomahawk impact sites. Nei- 
ther the Yugoslavian nor 
Iraqi government has made 
such a claim that I am aware 
of, nor have any UN or inde- 
pendent researchers looking 
into the matter such as the 
international Depleted Ura- 
nium Study Team or Britain's 
Low Level Radiation Cam- 
paign (www.llrc.org). 

I have also asked those who 
insist the conventionally 
armed Tomahawk includes 
DU to explain why the Penta- 
gon would be so eager to ac- 
knowledge and praise it in 
the A-10 ammo, but need to 
lie about it in Tomahawks? I 
haven't gotten a sensible re- 
ply to that question, either. 

From documents I and oth- 
ers I trust have reviewed, there 
is still a question about whether 
some of the Boeing-made, air- 
launched [B-52 platform] cruise 
missiles (AGM-86B/C) used 
in the 1999 war against 
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Yugoslavia may have used a 
prototype or limited produc- 
tion British-made warhead 
known by the acronym 
BROACH that may contain a 
DU penetrator. The evidence 
is like that collected by ama- 
teur British peace researcher 
Dai Williams, hinting that 
some of the Earth-penetrating 
warheads used recently in Af- 
ghanistan may contain DU as 
part of the penetration tech- 
nology. Available documents 
on the weapons do not specify 
the materials used but refer to 
dense or heavy metals and al- 
loys. As in the case of theToma- 
hawk, evidence on the ground 
from technically competent 
and properly equipped survey 
teams at the points of impact 
would be most useful, but is so 
far in short supply. 

Those A-lOs flying over the 
EF! Journal's office every day 
from their principle training 
venue, Tucson's Davis- 
Monthan AFB, remain the 
most-used and most efficient 
instrument for the wide- 
spread dispersal of US radio- 
active waste in everybody 
else's backyard. 

Here’s to truthful resistance, 
—Jack Cohen-Joppa 

Dear shit for brains, 

For the Journal’s Yule issue, 
1 co-wrote an article about a 
group action taken against a 
rapist in our community. 

The article was completed 
in haste, and since its publi- 
cation, several concerns have 
been raised. 

First of all, neither Opal nor 
I made it clear who we meant 
when we used the word "we" 
to describe actions or emo- 
tions. (We meant ourselves.) 
This may have led people to 
believe that all participants in 
the action saw the action in a 
certain way. This is not true 
and disempowers the other 
participants, the same way 
that I felt disempowered when, 
during the action, one woman 
screamed "We are all enraged! " 
when I personally was grieved, 


sickened, sorry that I saw no 
better way to get through to 
this man, and heartened by 
the way my companions put 
their faith in the woman that 
they cared for who had been 
wronged. (But not enraged!) 

Also, it has been mentioned 
that I should have made it 
clearer that, in a real-life situ- 
ation of such complexity and 
depth, this article is only a 
flattened representation of 
the whole truth. If anyone 
thought otherwise, think 
again! Symbols placed on a 
page do not tell the whole 
story, from anyone's point of 
view, anywhere, any time. 
When in doubt, ask questions. 

Thank you, 

— Pangaea 

Dear SFB, 

Unity among one another 
is a giant issue facing the grow- 
ing radical environmental 
struggle, and all too many 
times I have seen a group with 
incredible potential for Earth 
defense divided by rumors and 
accusations that very few in- 
dividuals actually have any 
first-hand knowledge of. These 
rumors spread like wildfire and 
therefore people tend to 
choose sides, only dividing us 
further when few people truly 
know the circumstances of the 
first incident. 

An article in the December/ 
January '02 Journal really up- 
set me and worries me about 
the negative effects that can 
ripple through a community 
when such strong accusations 
are made. The article bashes 
the shit out of an activist, 
labeling him as a rapist and 
an extreme danger to society. 
It surprised me to see an ar- 
ticle come from EF! based on 
what is conveyed as such little 
evidence. Only "Huckleberry" 
and the woman involved 
know what went on that night 
and yet many people in the 
activist community that read 
EF!J will for years to come point 
a finger at an individual based 
on an incident they have no 


knowledge of. I don’t want to 
upset those who have been 
victims or who feel passion- 
ately about rape and abuse 
who may think I am approach- 
ing the action of rape as "no 
big deal," because my view is 
quite the opposite. I just think 
we need to be careful about 
making and spreading such 
powerful accusations, as 1 
think we have all been victims 
of untrue nasty rumors at one 
time or another. 

Unify the activist commu- 
nity, especially those who are 
fighting in this struggle to keep 
the Earth alive and breathing. 

Sincerely, 

— Oregon Forest Elf 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

Since September 11, the US 
has grown paranoid about ter- 
rorism and the current witch 
hunt for terrorists will likely 
extend to the ALF and ELF. 
Therefore, it would be wise for 
these saboteurs to not adver- 
tise their exploits. The general 
public hates and fears arson- 
ists. They also hate any groups 
associated with arson and that 
includes the animal rights 
movement. Every "crime," es- 
pecially arson, that is adver- 
tised by the ALF badly wounds 
the image of the entire animal 
rights movement, which must 
become mainstream to suc- 
ceed. ALF members should not 
scrawl "Animal Liberation" 
around vandalized offices. Nor 
should they contact the media 
or police. Let the media and 
police wonder who did these 
acts — they will never support 
the ALF or ELF anyway. Years 
after Vail Resort was torched, 
Colorado newspapers are still 
blasting the ELF. Recently, a 
sheepskin processing plant was 
torched by suspected ALF 
members and this incident 
generated 10 times more news 
coverage than a group of activ- 
ists who were protesting 
Denver's stupid stockshow. Do 
not let conservatives, the NRA, 
our government and media 
stigmatize the animal rights 

Kept to 


movement by making it seem 
violent. If the ALF continues 
to announce their activities, it 
will undermine the entire ani- 
mal rights movement. 

— Concerned Activist 

Dear SFB, 

Just read the Brigid issue. 
Excellent issue. I enjoyed the 
many thought-provoking ar- 
ticles/essays. Jakubal's "Fight- 
ing to Win" analysis of 
disempowerment by means of 
well-intentioned efforts to 
avoid the abuses of "arbitrary 
authority" is especially wor- 
thy. It seems to me that most 
"alternative" movements by 
definition are made up of 
people who have parental/so- 
cietal authority problems. How 
we can get beyond that and 
quit having each successive 
generation (demand to) make 
the same mistakes is, perhaps, 
our greatest challenge. 

I appreciate the erudite tone 
of Bill McCormick's anti- 
Cockburn letter. Alex, him- 
self, enjoys such ad hominem 
smack. However, I believe that 
Cockburn’s consistent dissect- 
ing of "outlandish statements " 
uttered by enviros does us a 
great service. He was the first 
to note that the outlandish 
pro-Clinton Forest Plan state- 
ments and actions of many 
"greens" led to the loss of the 
Ancient Forest 
Campaign while, 
at the same 
time, the 
public • , 


intelligent, funny Cockburn 
post mortem is always wel- 
come. And just who is the 
McCarthyite here judging 
Cockburn because of his mu- 
tually respectful opposition 
association with Arnold. An 
association most would cer- 
tainly forego, but not one that 
has any impact on Cockburn's 
beliefs that I can see. Cockburn 
is useful and entertaining. 

I even enjoyed reading the 
self-deluded Paul Sunblad's 
amazing whine. I find it un- 
believable that a factotum of 
the Democratic Party has the 
audacity to claim that our ef- 
forts make his "struggle more 
difficult." Guess it was us all 
along who forced Clinton/ 
Gore to resume ancient forest 
logging when the Democrats 
controlled the White House 
and both the House and Senate 
and sundry other Clinton-era 
eco-perversions. That must be 
the time Sunblad refers to 
when he claims to "alone 
have done more positive tan- 
gible things for the planet 
than all of Earth First!." 

Mitch Friedman would be 
better served arguing his point 
if he didn't resort to easy (and 
dangerous given the tenor of 
the times) cheap shots com- 
paring his opponent to "Osama 
bin Laden, mujahadeen, wise 
use, militia neo-nazi and anti- 
abortion crusader." And, I 



was led ; . ■ •. • f : j 5 

tobelieve • \ • V 
(and still ’ ‘ 
does believe) 
that Clinton "saved the an- 
cient forests. " Someone has to 


cannot fathom 
what he means when he calls 
the 1993 Portland Forest Cel- 


then claims that "others 
thought the focus should have 
been to honor forest protesters 
rather than forests, and ten- 
sions ran high." 

Any "tension" in the air in 
Portland at that time just 
might have had something 
to do with the fact that an- 
cient forest activists had no 
democratic vote on who was 
to represent "us" at the 
Clinton (yes) Timber Summit. 
The drastic result was/is that 
since some environmentalists 
chose to embrace the result- 
ing Option 9, the public came 
to (and still) believes that all 
is well and Clinton "saved 
the ancient forests." But, 
Friedman is correct when he 
states that Mary Hanford's 
charge that he "threatened to 
turn in the activists" at the 
Summit is mistaken. 

john johnson's piece was 
superb. I only hope people 
see it as a call to reinhabit the 
land in collective, sustainable 
villages and don't see it as a 
call to subdivide the land. 
There are already a lot of 
"hipoisie" subdivisions out 
there — failed attempts at 
community due to mindless 
recreation of the alienating 
suburban settlement pattern 
many folks grew up in and 
rightly hated. 

It was an outstanding issue. 

— Michael Donnelly 


Dear Shit Fer Brains, 
Someone needs to put a 
gag on Mitch Friedman. 

Or maybe the 




££// just 
needs tostop giving 
him a forum for his 
useless 


drivel. Let him 
go rant to his enviro-com- 
promiser buddies. 

So he hung a banner back 
in the early '90s. Big deal! 
Does that give him the au- 
thority to denounce other 
tactics being used to halt the 
continued on next page 


watchdog this stuff and an ebration "our brightest hour," 

300 words or less, please 
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Dear SFB: Letters to the Editors 


continued from previous page 
destructive biotech/GE indus- 
try? Especially given his cur- 
rent tactics include sitting at a 
desk sucking up to his corpo- 
rate funders. 

No one cares what you did 
in the '80s and '90s, Mitch, if 
you've gone completely soft 
in 2000. 

Mitch even goes so far to 
say he'd like to see the indi- 
viduals involved in burning 
Bradshaw's genetics lab put 
in jail. (But he conveniently 
"doesn't recall" another in- 
cident of threatening to turn 
in activists protesting the 
Timber Summit.) This is re- 
pulsive behavior. 

Stand up for the new breed 
of eco-warriors! They are 
fighting for the Earth and all 
its beings, and they deserve 
nothing but our complete 
support and respect. 

Sincerely, 

— May Twentyone 


erything all right. Rather, it's 
because of scared, me-and-my 
interests, comfort, security- 
first thinking that we are in 
this very mess right now. I've 
journeyed the world as a trav- 
eling journalist for the last 10 
years and seen thousands of 
people like you. Don't try to 
hang a guilt trip on those 
who choose to take an often 
dangerous stand against the 
capitalist current. Yes, your 
so-called "environmental vic- 
tories" won through politics 
may seem true, however, do 
not for a second think that 
you "won" anything, the Elite 
Brotherhoods of Europe that 
run your sinking country and 
crumbling empire simply 
found it in their interests to 
let you think that you gained 
something. You may disagree 
with the 


see the reality that "soft" en- 
vironmentalists make little 
real headway in the "fight" 
against the destruction of our 
home. It's easy to claim to be 
"green" and winning envi- 
ronmental victories while 
dining on a steak dinner in 
the comfort of your energy- 
hungry home while a world 
away people are being tor- 
tured and killed for opposing 
IMF, World Bank and the 
monolithic corporations op- 
erating out of the US in places 
like Madagascar, Papua New 
Guinea, the border regions 
of Brazil, Colombia and 
Venezuela — places not on 
the "in" list of the mass- 
media which seems to be 
your only source of out- 
side information. When 
will you understand 
that the words 


i 


Dear shit for brains, 

Mitch Friedman 
should stay with 
what he does best — 
raising lots of money 
to buy up land for pres- 
ervation. That puts him in 
line with other milquetoast 
groups. Was one of his big 
donors in Seattle upset with 
the burning? He sure isn't an 
EFler anymore, and he 
shouldn't be given the pages 
to write such bullshit in the 
Journal. We certainly don’t 
need environmental voices 
defending genetic engineer- 
ing and hoping that brave 
activists be put behind bars. 

— Burning Mad 

Dear SFB, 

Couldn't help but feel rather 
angry with the self-indulgent, 
self-congratulatory letter writ- 
ten by Paul Sundblad — 
"worker" for the Montana 
Democratic Party. The only 
reason strides have been made 
in "government" is not be- 
cause of your working quietly 
behind the scenes making ev- 
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methods employed by 
committed environmental 
groups — yet outside of your 
insulated American igno- 
rance — their efforts are no- 
ticed and appreciated by 
struggling millions around 
the globe; from the Nuba of 
the Sudan to the Wapishana 
of Guyana, the IKhoisan of 
Botswana to the Mbuti pyg- 
mies of the Ituri — and yes, 
they do get to hear of these 
things in those places. Mon- 
tana is renowned for its 
groups and compounds of 
supremacists, neo-nazis and 
conspiracy theorists, not to 
mention your ranching and 
farming communities that 
continue to overgraze the 
range, use growth hormones 
in cattle and grow huge 
circles of GMO crops — per- 
haps it's time that you actu- 
ally look around yourself and 


you 
wrote to 
Earth 
First! are 
simply a reflection on your 
whole society's "woe is me" 
syndrome — get up, get ready 
to actually fight against the 
forces that would rob us all 
of the conditions that make 
life worth living on this beau- 
tiful planet. 

— Wind Walker 

Dear SFB, 

Maybe I'm a little late with 
my response, but I still 
wanted to write regarding a 
Dear SFB letter that appeared 
in the November/December 
2001 edition of the Journal. 
The letter referred to an ar- 
ticle originally published in 
the August/September 2001 
issue entitled "Give Up Ac- 
tivism." The letter-writer ap- 
parently hated the article, 
calling it, "The lamest thing 
I've ever read in the Journal... 
a huge pile of bullshit 


wrapped up in over-intellec- 
tualized pretentious jargon." 
Hmmm... While I think that 
the writer of this letter may 
have some cause for com- 
plaint, I also think they may 
have missed the point of the 
article. The article wasn't in- 
tended as a rant against real 
struggle toward individual or 
collective goals, it was simply a 
heads-up, calling into question 
the elitist, classist and condi- 
tioned attitudes that are some- 
times found within activism — 
the idea that some big fucking 
royal we is going to save the 
world single-handedly. 

I do agree that 
/ the version of 
/ "Give Up Activism" 
that appears in the 
Journal ends up sound- 
ing way too academic and 
uptight at points. But part 
of the reason for this could 
be the editing. The original 
article appeared in a pamphlet 
that came out after the June 
18 global day of action that 
took place in London in 1 999. 
Unfortunately, in the inter- 
est of space, all of the text 
directly relating to this event, 
text that gave the article 
needed context and focus, was 
edited out. Without many of 
these passages, the author can 
indeed come across as 
preachy, condescending or 
just plain irrelevant. Read in 
its entirety, however, the ar- 
ticle contains concrete, 
worthwhile analysis of a spe- 
cific situation — analysis that 
could be generalized to a 
broader critique, but that was 
never intended as an absolut- 
ist rant about "what's wrong 
with all activism today." For 
anyone who's interested, a 
full-length version of the ar- 
ticle was recently reprinted 
in Issue #9 of Do or Die. 

Lastly, the writer of the SFB 
letter seemed to make quite a 
personal attack on the author, 
calling them cynical, morose, 
old, overly intellectual and 
lame. Seeing as how the au- 
thor is one of my best friends, 



I took this sorta personally, lubricant industry to reor- Dear SFB, 

Especially since these slams der? (Because they use the I subscribed to Earth First! 
aren't true at all. The author same substance.) back in the mid-'80s... don't 

is actually excited, inspired, Does the merchant-dies know if I was different then, 
energetic, intelligent and fun. entrepreneur call up the chemi- The tenor of some of your 
And on top of all that, they cal industry and ask "Hey, articles has changed. 1 can do 
are one of the most "active," what industrial wastes do you without someone waxing 
inspiring and dedicated have left over? We need some rhapsodic about nature as if it 
people I know. So "Joe fill for our products." were some Garden of Eden 

Mama," think again before Amazing how industry can where all the little creatures 
you assume you know some- round up its stock market live in happy, symbiotic bliss, 
one oh-so-well by a few words wastes, wrap them up in color- Fact is, nature is pretty bru- 
on paper. Critique an article, ful packaging and loud adver- tal and life for most animals 
critique an opinion, but don't tising and get the public to is probably pretty scary a good 
critique an amazing person buy discarded chemical deal of the time. I think what 
you've never even met. wastes of the allied chemical needs to be emphasized that, 

Sincerely, and manufacturing industry, whatever the pitfalls of the 

— Florida Girl Is this the century's recy- natural life, it's the only vi- 
cling program? Is this able life... the only one worth 
Dear SFB, industry's idea of recycling? living. Civilization is a fail- 

For anyone listening: Is this what food chemists are ure, plain and simple. I think 

1. Is there a single speech, hired to do for a living? sticking to this line would be 

book or article that realisti- Furfural causes irritation to advantageous. My two cents 
cally or thoroughly addresses mucous membranes and acts worth, adjusted for inflation, 
the future that we face? upon the central nervous sys- — RMiG17 

2. Is there one good thing tern — ingestion of .06 grams 
about Western civilization? can cause persistent head- Dear Comrades, 

3. Is there a single techno- aches. Use over long periods Greetings from hell... I ran 

logical development (machine, of time leads to nervous dis- across this article in a diving 
chemical or hardware — not turbances, eye disorders, mag that is extremely dis- 
general knowledge or wisdom) photo sensitivity and may turbing, and I'm seeking 
produced in the last 200 years interact with DNA. It is used some advice on what I can 
that has enhanced long-term as a solvent in shoe dyes, do. Apparently, our glorious The Navy itself estimates 
sustainability of humans and brake linings, lubricants, US Navy has outdone them- that if they start using this 

the Earth? weed killers and fungicides, selves in their new sonar then we will lose 10 percent of 

4. The transition period di- It is poisonous when inhaled whale-harassing beaked whales in the Mediter- 

lemma or is there anything or absorbed by skin. Check it / equipment, ranean, 12 percent of elephant 

new and creative being done? out yourself in A Consumer's / /'" They've devel- seals in the Eastern North 

— Zinnia Dictionary of Food Additives: / / oped something Pacific and 16 percent of blue 

vanguardradio@ziplip.com Descriptions in Plain English of / / called active sonar whales in the Eastern North 

More Than 8,000 Ingredients / / that kills marine Atlantic. How is that right? 
Hi EF1, Both Harmful and Desirable / / mammals with its ear- Do they actually think they 

Maybe you can help me out Found in Foods, by / / breaking sound, and its can do this!? 

with this "irony." If it even Ruth Winter, ’' "Tg?// expanded use is about to I am currently behind bars 

falls into this category. P ermitt ed in US waters. in the Oregon prison system 

When the confection indus- The National Marine Fish- and don't really know what I 

try and candy manufacturers eries Service is supposed to be can do from in here... and 

use furfural (an artificial ant responsible for the protection this magazine is already a 

oil) in the synthetic process of % of marine mammals, but they month old ( Skin Diver, De- 
flavoring: candy, butterscotch, \\Nk want to let this go on even cember 2001, page 22). I don't 

caramel, coffee, brandy, || after last year's test beached know what these fucks think 

rum, spirits, molasses, H 16 whales... seven of which they're doing... September 11 

beverages, ice yL^ died from auditory trauma, was bad for the revo scene, 

cream, It's not limited to US waters but that doesn't mean no 

gelatin, ***»? either; a signal sent from Cali one's paying attention. Do 

desserts fifth Edition. can be heard all the way in you folks have any guidance 

and syrups (biggest user: 30 Is it time to take the iron Japan. How the fuck do we on how to put a stop to this? 
ppm), and they run out of out of irony or time to put the have the right to torture ocean Love and respect to you, 
their chemical, do they call iron back into irony? life with ear splitting sound? — Brad Davis, #12379402 

up the solvent industry, the — Peter Skowronski I'd like to follow these jokers 777 Stanton Blvd. 

automotive brake lining and around with an airhorn. Ontario, OR 97914 

Kept to 300 words or less, please 

March-April 2002 Earth First! Page 39 




And Just What is a Hippie, Anyway? 


by The Radikal Weatherman 



This is meant as a follow-up to Anamaria Flores' article 
"Attention Earth Firstlers: Raise Your Fists in the Air and 
Step Away from the Hippie!" (see EF!f February-March 
2002). She brings up some issues that we as a movement 
have needed to negotiate forever — and she isn't the first to 
do so. 

The word "hippie" has some interesting origins. Many 
who were around at the time say it was coined by the media 
in the mid-1960s to describe the primarily white, middle- 
class, counter-cultural movement that was emerging on 
the West Coast as well as in other pockets throughout 
North America and Western Europe. Such counter-cultural 
efforts on the part of post-war baby-boom generations are 
nothing new. Flores is none too correct either when she 
states that these movements comprise people who are 
largely privileged enough to engage in such activities in the 
first place; and in the mid-1960s, we were looking at the 
emergence of the largest, most privileged, most educated 
generation in human history. That is, at least for the white, 
middle-class component of the baby-boom generation. 

The term "hippie" had its earlier origins in the words 
"hip" or "hipster" — descriptives used by black folks refer- 
ring to progressive young white people in the 1940s and 
'50s who frequented the black jazz and blues scenes. 
During the 1960s, many "hippies" rejected the white 
capitalist patriarchy in favor of lifestyles based on coopera- 
tion (instead of competition), commu- 
nity (instead of hierarchy), simplicity 
(instead of luxury), enlightenment 
(instead of provincialism), diversity 
(instead of homogeneity) and in 
working harmoniously for the 
good of all people regardless of 
race, gender or class. Political 
activism was a crucial compo- 
nent of this counter-cultural 
lifestyle — as was education, 
self-awareness, exploration 
and an evolving spirituality. 
And they called it — among 
other things — revolution. 

Contrary to popular belief, 
people of this "hippie" mindset 
were nothing new or original in 
1965. In the 1950s, they were 
called "beatniks" and "greasers," 
in the '30s and '40s, they were 
called "tramps" and "hobos." 
During the 1920s and '30s, such 
people were called anarchists. 
In every case it took a certain 
degree of privilege to initiate or 
engage in such efforts. During 
the 1960s, this white, middle- 
class, counter-cultural movement 

Emma Goldman — took on racial discrimination, 

original hippie? 
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military-industrial war-mongering, capitalist expansion 
and environmental "civilization." But there were serious 
problems at the forefront. 

You see, revolution is and always will be a lot of work. 
This is no secret to the Black Panthers, the Puerto Rican 
Liberation Front, the American Indian Movement, the 
Chicano Movement, feminists, gay rights proponents and 
others. These people were, for the most part, anything but 
privileged (although many of them were educated). These 
were the components of that rebellion that popular culture 
today glosses over or ignores completely. 

Many of the young men and womyn that comprised the 
white, middle-class component of the last rebellion were 
damn serious. Many of them died or went to prison for 
their work and their beliefs. They were the ones who 
worked adamantly to build alliances with the nonwhite, 
underprivileged movements that were paralleling their 
own. Remember John Sinclair and the White Panthers 
(later to become the Rainbow People's Party) in Detroit? 
The Radical Weather Underground or the ultra-feminist 
group WITCH (Women's International T errorist Conspiracy 
from Hell)? These people were willing to turn from their 
privilege, or at the very least, wield it to effect meaningful 
change anywhere and anyway they could. They networked 
extensively worldwide, and they faced down the forces of 
the establishment in the streets with a bold conviction and 
a grim tenacity. These people also engaged in eco-sabotage; 
in 1967 and '68 carloads of hippies would drive up to the 
redwood forests to spike trees slated for cutting and sabo- 
tage logging machinery. To many people at the time 
"hippies" were wild-eyed radicals chomping at the bit for 
change and never afraid of a confrontation (very different 
from today). And the hedonism they engaged in was 
viewed as an avenue for radical, confrontational self- 
expression with distinctly sociopolitical overtones. 

The big problem came when the vast majority of the 
"hippies" in the 1960s never quite got over that nagging 
sense of entitlement they grew up with. It was that sense of 
entitlement that continually put off the people that many 
of them wanted to include in their movement: workers, 
people of color, Natives, the poor and disenfranchised. 
When it became apparent that revolution really did mean 
hard work and personal sacrifice, most of them "dropped 
out" all over again, leaving the American Indian Move- 
ment, Black Panthers and others to literally be murdered in 
the streets by the shadow establishment. 

You can still see a lot of them today. In response to Bush's 
"war on terror" they are coming out of the woodwork all of 
a sudden, to poetry readings and peace rallies, making 
concerted efforts to redirect the focus to "the way we 
were." They don't like to hear about EF!, ELF, ALF or Food 
Not Bombs. It is a testament to their arrogance that they 
would believe they were the first counter-cultural move- 
ment to hit the streets — much less the last. 

Were these "hippies"? Or were the real "hippies" the 
people who took it all seriously and lived it through; the 
ones who died, went to prison or are still to this day living 
those revolutionary ideals? The only true revolutionaries 


from that era are either dead, in prison or still active. There 
are EF! veterans still around today who are as dedicated as 
they were in the 1960s and have never given up. 

Are we "hippies"? That would depend upon which of us 
you pose the question. One thing, however, is for certain: 
We as EFIers have a frightening degree of work to do 
amongst ourselves on these very same issues. Flores is not 
the first to point this out to us. Recall Ward Churchill’s 
interview with the EF! Journal (see £F7/June-July 2000). He 
talked about the need to get over our sense of entitlement: 
a major obstacle to the success of revolutionary ecology as 
a movement. Ever since the 1950s active people outside 
our white, middle-class circles have been patiently trying 
to help us work through these issues. We don't, nor have 
we ever, made that an easy undertaking for 
them. One just has to attend a Rendez- 
vous, Organizers' Conference or visit 
an EF! resistance camp and watch 
how we treat each other. Just as 
during the 1960s and at Rainbow 
Gatherings today, far too many of 
us spend a lot of our time and 
energy building up personality cults 
around ourselves. We are very fond 
of abjectly mistreating anyone we 
see as a threat to our self-aggrandiz- 
ing aspirations — regardless of how 
solid an activist the person we find 
threatening may be or how enthu- 
siastic they are about being involved in the movement. We 
utilize every tactic of social fascism in the book to 
disempower others. When all is said and done we still have 
the audacity to call ourselves "anarchists," "feminists," 
"radicals," "revolutionaries" or "hippies." 

Because of these faults born of privilege, we are all 
terribly vulnerable to attack from both within and with- 
out. The ones most likely to sustain such attacks are those 
who do the most work — particularly within the realm of 
cross-cultural alliance building. How many times have 
Natives come to our gatherings and offered a prayer at the 
morning circle to heal us from our anger and disrespect 



toward each other? After their blessing, more often than 
not, they leave. As Flores points out, how many African, 
Latino, Native and working people do we consistently see 
in our circles ’ Do you think they don't notice our white- 
ass, honkie nonsense? Using these racial pejoratives to 
describe our dysfunctionality is not meant as an exercise 
in — or advocacy for — self-hatred. However, we have to 
have the backbone to be able to stand up and call a cracker 
a cracker — so to speak. Until we deal with these issues we 
will never grow, never evolve and never succeed. We will 
instead remain merely the latest in a generational series of 
marginalized, disaffected, hierarchical cliques of bourgie, 
white wannabes play-acting at revolution. 

Anyone who has been reading the Journal in recent 
years has noticed the increased attention we 
are receiving from black prison inmates (as 
evidenced by their letters to our editors). If 
one of them were to be released someday 
and decide to come to a Rendezvous, I 
shudder at the thought of what might 
happen. Are we ready for that? How 
much time do we have to be ready? 
For all the complaining that goes 
on in our circles about Rainbow 
Gatherings and "Drainbows," there 
is much about EF! circles that is too 
similar to those stereotypes for our 
own good. 

We need to get the hell over our- 
selves. Nobody owes us nothing. The burden of proof is 
upon us to show that revolutionary ecology is a viable 
solution for all. And that will take commitment, dedica- 
tion, hard work, mutual respect and humility. Watch what 
you say and watch what you do. To say that peace and 
harmony is a solution is to be an anarchist. The key to 
being a good anarchist is to know when to lead, when to 
follow and when to get out of the way. With anarchy 
comes freedom and with freedom comes tremendous re- 
sponsibility. We need to learn to wield our privilege for the 
good of the entire biotic community and to do that 
effectively, we need to dispense with the narcissism. 


Abbie Hoffman, 1968, being arrested for 
wearing a flag shirt. 


Step Away from the Hippie 

Ms. Flores, author of "Step Away from the Hippie" (see the country. Hippies organized a mass mobilization bring- 
EF!J February-March 2002) could use a few more history ing about a moratorium against thewar and in the Spring 
lessons before she condemns hippies. Flores admits that of 1970 shut down every university in the county. Hip- 
her concept of hippies is based on a History Channel pies stopped the war in Vietnam. Earth Firstlers should be 
program aboutthe "Summer of Love” and a tour with the so hip. 

Grateful Dead. Unfortunately she neglects some critical Hippies were the fiTSt people living within the belly of 
issues that were part of the original hippie movement, the beast to question and reject corporate culture and 
like the war in Vietnam. Hippies, referred to by Flores as look for ways to live in closer harmony with nature, 
"apolitical hedonists," generated mass demonstrations Hippies created co-operatives and sought new, more 
including the protest of the 1968 Democratic National socially responsible ways to work and live. Earth Firstiers 
Convention in Chicago where many got their skulls would do well to leam their history. If you can't find it on 
beaten in by club-wielding cops. This televised event the History Channel, just ask, there are plenty of us old 
radicalized the nation against a war that was recognized hippies still around. Learn your history. Respect your 
by hippies as a racist, capitalist fiasco. It wasn't just elders. Get hip. And quit bumming out my groove with 
happening in Chicago. Hippies demonstrated all around this uninformed hippie bashing. 

—Peggy Sue 
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Gettin’ Fixep and Stayin’ Healthy 


Adequate He 




Wi 


by Snipped and Sterile 

It is wonderful that more folks, as 
well as the Journal, are singing the 
praises of vasectomies. It is not only 
an effective means of birth control, 
but compared to the options available 
for womyn, vasectomies are safer, less 
invasive and have a shorter recovery 
time. However, we feel that the "Snip 
'n' Tie" article (See EF!J December- 
January 2002) did not go into enough 
depth about the complications that 
can arise from surgery. It also danger- 
ously glossed over the seriousness of 
an invasive medical procedure. Your 
friendly, infertile authors have had 
problems resulting from our opera- 
tions, and though we don't regret our 
decisions, we felt that others could 
learn from our mistakes. 

When all goes well with a vasec- 


or echinacea) and not ejaculate. Once 
the pain subsides, keep up with a 
healthy diet, herbs and resist the 
temptation to make sure everything 
still works any earlier than your doc- 
tor recommends. 

EFlers and other rascals are good at 
disobeying orders, but when it comes 
to following directions after a surgical 
procedure, no matter how simple, 
folks should take heed. We didn't 
follow the doctor's instructions. What 
does Western science know, anyway? 
We didn't take it easy or get enough 
rest afterward. If some guy went to a 
hard-core show, then we should be 
able to go out wheat-pasting and get 
chased by the cops cuz we're tougher 
than "someguy." We didn't eat 
healthy, nor did we take immune 
boosting or antibiotic herbs to replace 
the prescriptions that we never filled. 



One ofuslasted o^l|thrcedays 
before ejaculating, <*nly to look 
down and find his scrotum ex- 


pandingand contracting... like 
some angry, red octopus 
hyperventilating between his 


tomy, you'll be in some pain for a 
few days. This is a good 
time to relax, ice yer 
sack, eat good food (or 
fast), take herbs 
(like Oregon 
grape root, Jm I 

grapefruit 

Wk seed extract . I.' 


s 





And we didn't wait long enough be- 
fore we had sex. One of us lasted only 
three days before ejaculating, only to 
look down and find his scrotum ex- 
i panding and contracting, ex- 
■jj^^ panding and contracting, 
‘ like some angry, red octo- 

pus hyperventilating be- 
- * Vi A tween his sweaty thighs. 
' „);■ Consequently, we've 
- wP both still got nut prob- 
lems that come and go as 
pl^ we approach the first anni- 
Ik versary of our sterility. All this 
could have been avoided if only 
HP W we had resisted our macho in- 
r vincibilityillusionsandtookthe 
proper time and care to heal. 

We want to stress that taking care 
of ourselves also translates into hav- 
ing safe sex. When vasectomies hap- 
pen, some people seem to forget about 
using condoms since pregnancy is no 
longer a concern. Our scene is a sexu- 
ally transmitted disease time bomb 
waiting to explode unless we all do 
our best to "sleep" with one eye 
. open. If you can't be certain that 

Ik you can handle using protec- 
tion when you meet that cute 
forest defender who offers 
to zip yer sleeping bags to- 
gether, then maybe you 


sweaty thighs. 

should look into castration instead. 
It's hardcore, dude — and we hear the 
chicks dig it. 

Though our bad choices have given 
us nothing but a nut ache, neither of us 
regrets getting fixed. If this was a world 
full of balance, we'd probably end up 
having cubs or kittens. While we are 
lovers of life, we couldn't reconcile bring- 
ing another person into existence only 
to live (at best) confused, oppressed and 
ill. We're taking personal responsibility 
to not add another North American 
consumer to an already overstressed 
planet or to our own overstressed lives 
and long-shot dreams. We also wanted 
to take responsibility for birth control 
and not put a womyn in the position of 
having to deal with the issues surround- 
ing pregnancy. 

We have feral fantasies. Entering 
the sterile, white linoleum, fluores- 
cent-lit facilities of that other world 
and literally putting our testes in their 
hands was not our first choice of how 
to spend a morning. However, when 
taking into consideration all the fac- 
tors involved in reproduction, we are 
psyched about our choice; we just en- 
courage others to learn from our mis- 
takes and take the time to heal. 
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Is Earth First! Dead? Conference Attendees Say “No!” 


by Gemini Womyn 

The mid-Winter migration of Earth 
First! brought revolutionaries to the 2002 
EF! Organizers' Conference held at Eden 
Hot Springs in the Sonoran Desert. 

The conference began with some EF! 
herstory, bringing perspective to vet- 
eran EFiers and introduction to new 
recruits. EF! began as an alternative to 
the compromise from "big green" en- 
vironmental organizations. EF! de- 
manded nature for nature's sake and 
offered a vehicle for hunters, hip- 
pies and others who would put it 
all on the line for the wild. 

Our herstory brought us to EF!'s 
current focus and baggage, where 
EF! stands and what holds us back. 

That baggage includes a failure to 
educate others on the definition 
of deep ecology and the chal- 
lenge to maintain an anti-authori- 
tarian movement with no central 
command structure, while at the 
same time training organizers 
who can embrace the responsi- 
bility of networking within the 
movement. The EF! vision many 
of us have in our imaginations 
must be created for all to dis- 
cover, contemplate and embrace. 

At the conference, folks expressed 
the desire to build a movement 
on what we are for and to leave 
behind the reactionary slogans 
that only highlight what we are 
against. EF! is not dead — this self- 
defeating question has been asked 
for 10 years, and folks agree that the 
EF! spirit is alive in every environmen- 
tal direct action. "EF! supports or en- 
gages in direct action" was found to be 
an accurate description of our com- 
mon values. A question to answer in 
the future: Does EF! limit movement 
growth by not expanding our issues or 
by not closely defining our issues? 

Our Strengths and Weaknesses 

Five hundred years of resistance to 
colonialism has brought us to the end 
of single-issue politics and has pulled 
together the struggles of traditional 
indigenous peoples and other activist 
groups around the world. The time to 


link together and support each other 
is upon us and emerging global cam- 
paigns have bioregional support roles 
waiting to be filled. 

EF!'s strength comes from our estab- 
lished name, decentralized structure 
and biocentric, no compromise vision 
of the future. The spiritual connection 
tied into the political motivation gives 
our best actions creativity and energy. 
EF! offers the current anti-globaliza- 
tion movement a biocentric alterna- 
tive to the exploitative economic race. 



Meetings, meetings and more meetings. 
EF! needs this global movement to vi 
actively consider a biocentric shift as ai 
part of the long-term solution. at 

The weaknesses within EF! develop st 
from the challenges of the decentral- ec 
ized structure we use to empower yt 
bioregional groups and act autono- lii 
mously. Leadership, policy, cc 
fundraising and behavior account- 01 
ability must all be arranged on a local Bi 
level. Outreach to communities of cc 
color and networking with other re- ni 
lated campaigns is the responsibility tii 
of individual affinity groups. Outside cc 
of the EF! Journal, there is no archive, M 
and EF! lacks an internal reverence ta 
for our herstory and institutional 


memory. Weaknesses are also relative 
to the society we strive to detach 
from. Much of EF! comes from a white, 
middle-class background and is un- 
aware of the arrogance that comes 
from privilege. 

Assessing Our Tactics 

A tactic is a device for accomplish- 
ing an end. So, treesits and rallies are 
not tactics, but rather tools. An ex- 
ample of a tactic is a publicity boycott 
of Citigroup staging a mass credit 
card cutting on national TV, 
which in turn forces Citigroup 
out of a dam project it financed. 
Strategy is the art and science of 
employing the political, eco- 
nomic, psychological and mili- 
tant forces of EF! to afford the 
maximum support of adopted 
policies in peace or war. The 
credit card cutting combined 
with a postcard campaign to ma- 
jor Citigroup investors would 
be using multiple tactics as a 
strategy, for example. 

Each large-scale, mass action 
is unique and takes an equal 
amount of preparation. It is im- 
! portant to remember that what 
•| worked in the past might not 
| work again. Revolutionary-scale 
§ actions like the WTO protests 
| in Seattle took more than a year 
of discussion and planning. The 
decision to shut it down was 
not an easy one. The agents of 
repression are learning from our 
victories and mistakes faster than we 
are. Employ tactical evolution! Folks 
at the conference felt it is essential to 
stick around after the action and 
educate the masses who's attention 
you've sparked! Corporate power 
links bioregions together and local 
communities can fight corporate rule 
outside of the large-scale actions. 
Bringing solidarity actions against 
corporate control into local commu- 
nities brings the environmental jus- 
tice campaigns that affect people of 
color closer to the EF! movement. 
More organizing, more guerrilla-type 
tactics, more coalition solidarity and 
continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
more national and global days of 
outrage are needed! 

The Movement Magazine 

The EF! Journalistas introduced 
themselves and offered the circle an 
opportunity to give feedback on the 
Journal since the move to Tucson. The 
Journal collective then proposed that 
the publication schedule drop frpift 
eight issues a year to six as a possible 
solution to a number of problems that 
impede quality and timely distribu- 
tion of the Journal. After a go-around 
discussion on the proposal, the circle 
agreed to respect an autonomous deci- 
sion made by the Journal collective 
regarding publication frequency after 
soliciting discussion from within EF! 
for one month. 

In addition, the Journal collective is 
looking for an affinity group to take on 
the merchandise department. If no 
group steps forward to take it on, the 
department may be scaled back. Some 
other questions from the Journal collec- 
tive included how to answer general 
EF! questions by establishing a clear- 
inghouse and how to create concfete 
accountability in EF!. 

Building Alliances 

We discussed as a 
group the challenge and 
success of alliance build- 
ing. Examples included: 

• Watch Mountain, 
where a Washington 
timber community 
aligned with treesitters 
to save 5,000 acres of 
old-growth forest. 

• Militia members 
built lockboxes for en- 
vironmental actions 
in Tennessee. 

• A solidarity march 
for Mount Graham 
with Apache elders 
and EF!ers on the University of Ari- 
zona campus. 

Some expressed that alliance building 
works best when the radical politics are 
not overshadowed by radical hairstyles 
or fashion statements. Dress for success, 
if toning down your appearance results 
in a successful alliance and successful 
campaign, it is worth it! Support each 
other through this masking, don't lose 
who you are underneath that pop cul- 
ture clothing. When building alliances 
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with people of 
low income, 
working class 
and indig- 
enous back- 
ground, respect 
the perimeters 
and vision for 
resistance they 
have already 
established. 

We can build 
on what is al- 
ready there and 
identify the 
needs EF! can 
fill. Also, it is 
key to build al- 
liances within 
the green 
movement, so when "BigGreen” threat- 
ens to sell out, grassroots greens can get 
together and prevent it. 

Networking, Communication, 
Power and Burnout 

In a discussion on structure, net- 
working and communication, im- 
provements were suggested. These in- 
cluded: a monthly online newsletter, 




The hotspring-fed, Olympic-sized pool offers a great break from meetings. 


A tum-of-the-century, haunted hotel looms ominously over tranquil hotsprings. 

of environmental lawyers and activist 
legal defense groups like Midnight Spe- 
cial, Portland People's Law Collective 
and others is also needed. A progres- 
sive law school in Los Angeles is offer- 
ing law degree education at working 
class rates, which EF! could take ad- 
vantage of. Lawyers already helping 
the movement need a direct action 
legal fund. We are looking for answers 
for all of this at the RRR. 

Further, it's time for some 
national and international 
days of action to publicize EF! 
campaigns and coalitions. 
Days of action need to be co- 
ordinated and the best les- 
sons from previous days of 
action need to be used. Up- 
coming events include May 
Day, the June G8 meeting in 
^ Calgary, Canada and the De- 
| cember release of Lord of the 
■? Rings part two, featuring the 
| walking, talking Treebeard 
I and his army of vengeful trees. 
| An important discussion on 
f. conflict resolution and mat- 
ters of gender power in inter- 
personal relationships was 
not a place for accusations or 


a moderated listserve for emergencies 
and coordination only, an emergency 
response phone tree and a biocentric 
caucus to add analysis to the anti- 
global corporatization movement. 
Contact information is requested for 
your bioregional emergency contact 
and can be brought to the Summer 
Round River Rendezvous (RRR). If you 
would like to contribute to an EF! 
global corporatization caucus, contact 
Patrick at organize@ran.org. A listing 


attacks, only examples of what helps 
solve conflicts and what frustrates us 
most in our communities. The sooner 
a victim shares an incident with 
trusted friends and the accused is con- 
fronted, the sooner the victim starts 
healing. Perpetrators of violence have 
histories of destructive behavior, need 
professional help and must be kept 
from hurting others. Solutions can 
come from autonomous groups, of- 
fering a space for all sides involved to 
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tell their side of the story with both 
the victim and the accused viewed 
innocent until proven guilty. Vio- 
lence is a community problem and 
takes a community solution, no one 
should suffer alone. 

Everyone living in this sick society 
carries the germs of patriarchy, we 
must help each other heal. Confer- 
ence attendees suggested that both 
men and women should take time to 
circle up in gender groups to discuss 
problems and solutions to inequality. 
Justice for victims, including safely 
confronting the abuser, is hard to regu- 
late and a safe space must be created 
for everyone involved to share the 
experience. An affinity group was 
formed to create a model for EF! to 
resolve conflicts. The first draft of this 
model will be presented at the RRR. 

The burnout discussion witnessed 
individuals' personal burnout survival 
tactics; any group can compile a simi- 
lar list. Please don't burnout because 
we need you healthy, happy and 
strong, and your burnout drains the 
energy of people around you. 

The conference wrapped up with 
workshops on dismantling patriarchy, 
a male gender caucus with an open 
gender fishbowl, as well as construction 
and use of symbols for the movement. 


After the conference, 
the Winter Rendez- 
vous began, we all 
took a long soak 
in the hot 
springs and 
had a blast at 
the "Night to 
Howl" listen- 
ing to our fa- 
vorite EF! musi- 
cians and poets. 

We enjoyed some 
tasty meals, con- 
versed with old 
friends and made 
some new ones. 

Then we took 
some more long 
soaks in the hot 
springs, cleaned 
up the site and 
headed home 
inspired, rejuve- 
nated and serious 
about the growing 
and evolving EF! 
movement. An ex- 
tra-loud howl out to 
Wally and Katrina for the 
awesome kitchen equipment 
and for all of their help. A full report of 
the conference is available from the 
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Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction, 
johnjEF@bledsoe.net. 


Defeat Disguised 

continued from page 2 

It's also less painful to cynically root 
for a Bush presidency than to be fully 
engaged with the suffering and atroc- 
ity it is causing. Easier to wait for a 
human-caused ecological collapse to 
initiate change than to figure out what 
the hell to do now. Ironically, in living 
a strategy of defeat, you rarely have to 
take the risk of trying and failing. 

Two other defeatist strategies are used 
by people who understand the precari- 
ous state of the Earth, but who are not 
taking the committed action that logi- 
cally extends from that understanding. 

One is, "I have to heal myself first, 
get my own shit together, before I can 
work for the Earth." The other is, "In 
the big picture, the Earth will always 
survive anything we do to it, life will 
eventually recover." 

In the words of Ward Churchill, "We 
are in the midst of the wounding pro- 
cess.” The destruction of the Earth and 
the dominant culture wound us every 


moment. Logically, we have no hope 
of healing until the source of the 
wounding is removed. Our healing and 
the health of the Earth are inextricably 
intertwined. "It is the deed itself that 
galvanizes the consciousness to tran- 
scend the shit that's been imposed upon 
you in your life," states Church i l l . This 
perspective brings some clarity to the 
claim that personal problems must be 
worked out first. The claim is revealed 
as an ultimately self-defeating strategy, 
concealing the fear of commiting to 
the difficult, dangerous and painful 
work of protecting the Earth — conse- 
quently obstructing your own healing. 

As for looking at the big picture, it 
does seem likely that the Earth will 
survive anything we can inflict. How- 
ever, that implies nothing about our 
choice to take decisive action today. If 
you look at the holocaust in Nazi Ger- 
many, Stalin's purges or the genocide 
of Native Americans, no one would 
argue that they were acceptable be- 
cause some of the people targeted for 
extermination managed to survive. The 


only moral decision in those historical 
moments would have been to take ac- 
tion against the oppressive murderers. 
Likewise, whether or not you believe 
that the Earth will ultimately survive, 
taking action now to relieve suffering is 
the only defensible choice. Claiming 
that all the damage being inflicted now 
doesn't matter is only another defeatist 
behavior. It is held onto because it 
enables detachment from feeling the 
pain of the Earth's destruction, and 
justifies inaction. 

The good news is, the mere fact of 
observing defeatist strategies begins 
to neutralize the behavior. It is when 
defeatism is unconscious that it holds 
power over you. Becoming aware of 
feelings of fear and helplessness and 
the impact they make on your deci- 
sions creates the space to drop defeat- 
ism. In this space you don't know 
what is going to happen and commit- 
ting to defending the Earth is not 
foolish — even though it often hurts, it 
also brings profound joy. 

— Emma 
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A Return 
to the 
Wild Life 


continued 


Earthbound students at Teaching Drum school 


continued from page 23 
I learned that struggles like these are often to be ex- 
pected when one attempts to break free from long-term, 
entrenched conditioning. This is because psychological 
and emotional comfort is largely based on maintaining 
familiar circumstances and old habits. Also, the clear 
mirror of the natural world will reflect on the self in ways 
that most of us are simply not used to when living among 
the near constant alienation of technological existence. 
Because of this, facing one's self honestly can be a fright- 
ening experience— as we carry and pass on the trauma 
acquired throughout our lives inside the cages of institu- 
tional society. 

Around three months into the year, I began to realize 
the importance of interpersonal and interpolitical rela- 
tionship skills as crucial survival skills within the primi- 
tive life-way. Humans evolved to be communal beings 
much like wolves, and a lone individual living off the 
land will have a very difficult time compared to a tightly 
knit group that can flow well together to get things 
done. Traditional hunter-gatherer indigenous peoples 
devote a great deal of their cultural energy to this 
process — much more than to their material culture — 
with considerable success. 

For our community out at the primitive camp, this 
means dealing with individual and group conflicts imme- 
diately and directly as they come up. It also means not 
having anyone with enforcement authority to appeal to 
when conflicts arise. Finally, it means operating by con- 
sensus — not just in a few areas but in nearly every area of 
decision-making and daily living. When one lives with 
the same people, sharing nearly all aspects of life together 
and depending on one-another for the long-term, con- 
flicts will obviously arise. If those conflicts are not faced 
honestly and resolved in a consensual way for all those 
involved, then the festering resentment that follows will 


undermine the group's flow and simply make life harder 
for everyone. When it comes to the material matters of the 
primitive life-way, I've been shown that intimacy and 
respect are the key lessons to be learned, while the various 
technical aspects are more peripheral and flow from these 
two ingredients. 

Certainly hunting can be a pretty controversial issue, 
but I'd like to touch on it, as it best illustrates certain 
differences between primitive approaches and modern 
ones. Hunting successfully in a primitive manner is 
mostly a matter of awareness and attunement in relation 
to the wild communities of one's bioregion, and it 
becomes extremely difficult without a long-term and 
deep level of built-in intimacy. 

At the primitive camp, we take a considerable amount 
of time to prepare for our first hunt, since it is a powerful 
and sacred act. This preparation entails getting to know 
our fellow animal peoples nearly as intimately as we 
know our human relations. This is because, as hunter- 
gatherers, our needs and well-being are intertwined with 
theirs — they are not "pests" who eat our crops or just 
"pretty animals" that we like to view— they are us, and 
we are them. 

With this level of intimacy, we might know that, for 
instance, the old buck that we have seen mature and 
become an elder these past years has recently injured his 
leg and will be unlikely to survive the coming winter. Or 
possibly that a neighboring doe gave birth to a second , 
fawn that is too weak to mature into adulthood. With 
this level of attunement, the equipment needed for 
hunting that crippled buck or weak fawn might be as 
simple as a rawhide snare and a knife. Also, one can then 
be sure that s/he is taking what is being offered by her/ 
his relations rather than disrespecting their gifts and 
weakening their populations (as when high-tech sport- 
hunters kill trophy bucks and deplete the deer-peoples of 
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their best and strongest young war- 
riors each year). 

Gathering wild plants is a similar 
issue. Very few greens are edible or 
available year long, so success and 
ease often com®, from knowing a 
large number of plant communities 
very intimately. One must know 

of the year and in what quantity 


that provide nourishmeni 
at specific times of the ye 

that life without the "be 

surable if one is attuned to" 


needs to be in touch at all levels of 
his/her existence— with one's own 
self, with one's human circle and 
with one's non-human relations. This 
being in touch is what indigenous 
people primarily mean when they 
talk about "living in balance" with 
"all our relations." When it comes 
right down to it, this isn't just some 
rhetorical flourish or new-agey 
bull— it is a base-line and a com- 
pletely practical survival skill that 
makes the difference between 
whether one views the Earth as a 
nurturingand caring Mother or one 
views life in the "wilderness" as 
being "nasty, brutish and short." It 
seems to me, at least, that learning 
to be in touch in such a manner 
may very well be essential if we are 


to understand what is required of 
us to live in perpetual balance with 
the Earth. 

Anyone interested in this life- 
way can contact me at 
redwolfretums@hotmail.com 
Red Wolf Returns is a student at 
Teaching Drum Outdoor School. 


The Lost Wizauds coimnued 


continued from page 22 "Socrates of San Francisco," Howard 
In Plato's time mageia — later wiz- Gossage are some good examples, 
ards and sorcerers — were women and but there are others, from the sha- 


men who became "outlaw priests of mans of the indigenous tribes to the 
nature" and rabble rousers opposed women and men on the frontlines 


to the hegemony of the empire, of the global democracy and envi- 
Wizards were "men on the fringe of ronmental movements. Among the 


society, ridiculed by some, secretly 
feared by others," writes Fritz Graf 
in Magic in the Ancient World. "The 
reason is clear: The sorcerer consti- 
tutes a danger, just like the man who 
does not believe in the gods; like the 
latter, the sorcerer threatens the just 
relationship that normally unites 
humans and the gods." It was feared 
that the teachings and practices of 
such wizards would cause "the re- 
turn of humankind to the savage 
state, prior to any civilization." 

These spell casters, if opposed to 
people in power, were seen as a grave 
threat to public opinion. Even their 
songs were outlawed. Roman laws of 
the time are a testament to this fear, 
"Si quis occantavisset sive carmen 
condidisset, quod infamiam faceret 
flagitiumve alteri. ” This translates as, 
"If any person had sung or com- 
posed a song such as was causing 
slander or insult to another..." The 
songs and ballads of the wizards were 
capable of compromising an 
individual's social position and even 
of ruining it. The wizard was a mas- 
ter craftsman of public sentiment 


last wizards there is a deep ecologi- 
cal awareness coupled with the un- 
derstanding of the police/magician 
state and how symbolic acts of resis- 
tance can trigger a chain reaction in 
popular consciousness. 

The Book of Green Shadows 

The Book of Green Shadows is a 48- 
page collection of essays on the tools, 
techniques and forces that shift and 
alter perceptions in our world. It is a 
primer on magic, postmodernism and 
mass manipulation, while also offer- 
ing a look at the legacies and proph- 
ecies of world war, globalization and 
technology. Some of these articles 
have been previously published in 
the Earth First! Journal, others were 
taken from lectures given to activists 
developing communications strate- 
gies for environmental campaigns. It 
is available through the website 
www.LastWizards.com or by send- 
ing $10 to James Bell, 3400 W. 111th 
St. #154, Chicago, IL 60655. 

James Bell manages communication 
campaigns for Sustain' s grassroots 
partners and just 



and played key roles behind the 
scenes in toppling and building king- 
doms throughout the ages. 

The popular lore of the lone, pow- 
erful wizard stems from the early 
history of magic in antiquity. The 
"wanderers of the night "(magi), "the 
perceivers" (seers), and “the frenzied 
ones" ( maenads and bacchantes ), all 
have given life to the image of the 
nomadic wizard living on the out- 
skirts of society. 

Today's last wizards, the ones who 
fall into the more ancient meanings 
of the word "mage," are on the rise. 
They can be found in many walks of 
life, and their impact is being felt 
around the globe. 

Today it is the various manifesta- 
tions of the "ecowarrior" spirit that 
have given birth to the world's last 
wizards. The late "arch 
druid, "David Brower or the J 


launched the website 
IglP www.LastWizards.com 
to foster discussion 
about using creative strat- 
egies for eco-defense. 
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The Landscape of Desire continued 


continued from page 25 

Does anything significant change when we pass under 
the Highway? We are hardly in the land of Oz, but nothing 
civilized lies between us and the tiny town of Hanksville, 
85 river miles downstream: no pavement, no houses, 
nothing but a couple of dirt roads, a muddy creek to follow 
and more than a half million acres of wilderness. At 
Hanksville, Muddy Creek joins the Fremont River and 
creates the Dirty Devil River. After a short resupply, we 
would follow the Dirty Devil its entire length, another 85 
river miles to where it converges with the Colorado River 
beneath the surface of Lake Powell. 

Interstate 70 to Lake Powell. Icons of the modernization 
of the West? 

The Highway serves 
as a transportation cor- 
ridor, emblematic of 
speed, efficiency, glo- 
balization, carrying let- 
tuce from California to 
the Midwest, orange 
juice from Florida to San 
Francisco and no doubt 
cocaine from Los Ange- 
les to Denver. Lake 
Powell was created by a 
massive dam across the 
Colorado River, 120 
miles long; the "lake" 
flooded what was once 
the very heart of the 
Colorado Plateau — 

Glen Canyon. 

But what lies be- 
tween 1-70 and Lake 
Powell? Twenty years 
before the damming of 
the Colorado, Harold 
Ickes, Franklin D. 

Roosevelt's Secretary of 
the Interior, proposed 
the world's largest pre- 
serve, a four- and-a- 
half-million acre na- 
tional monument that would reach from Lee's Ferry in 
Arizona, west to Kanab, Utah, north to Green River and 
east to Moab. Only one dirt road crossed this region. 
However, Roosevelt's Federal Reserve Chairman, Marriner 
Eccles, was from Utah and was vehemently opposed to 
the monument. The idea was shelved as the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor shifted attention elsewhere. Even earlier, 
Bob Marshall, co-founder of the Wilderness Society, 
identified two million acres of roadless land in the San 
Rafael in 1935. While 1-70 now sliced that land in half, 
I wondered how much remained. Although highways 
and dams have shredded arid fragmented one of our last 


remaining wilderness areas, could we still thread to- 
gether a patchwork traveling by foot across this remote 
region? Is it still possible to set off into the unknown for 
weeks, simply following a creek? Would we find the soul 
of the Colorado Plateau here, damaged but still intact? 
Would we find our own? 

We pass an abandoned mine and a road bed scarred 
into the desert crust. This is a place where you damn the 
land, hope to get rich quick and get the hell out — an area 
so desolate that it has never seen a permanent settle- 
ment. Scour the Earth for uranium (or magnesium as in 
the case of this mine, or coal, oil and gas), or fill it with 
cows, scrape every available source off and then fill in 

the gaps with toxic 
waste. This unlovely 
land has been 
cosigned to satisfy the 
motorized recreation 
needs of all-terrain ve- 
hicles. We take every- 
thing it has to offer 
and leave feeling not 
quite satiated. 

This is a grey- 
streaked country, al- 
ways too cold and 
windy or searingly hot. 
This is a land of salt 
bush flats and little to 
no water. What water 
exists is foul, laced with 
heavy metals, salt and 
giardia. These barren 
bentonite hills, myste- 
rious enough on their 
own, seem inhabited 
by ghosts of a different 
kind — the specters of 
greed and desire. 

The Wilderness Act 
defines wilderness as 
an "untrammeled" 
area. Most misinterpret 
this as "untrampled." 
Untrammeled refers to a trammel line, which is what 
fishermen use to surround a school of fish with nets. Thus 
untrammeled would pertain to an area whose boundaries 
are flexible and porous, not surrounded by civilization. I 
wondered to what degree 1-70 and Lake Powell act as 
ecological trammel lines for the San Rafael/Dirty Devil 
region. Could they also act as psychological trammels 
reining in our own wildness? 

This essay is taken from the forthcoming book about the 
Colorado Plateau, The Landscape of Desire, by Greg Gordon. 
Reprinted with permission from The Road-RIPorter, Vol. 7, 
number 0; www.wildlandscpr.org. 



THE ROAD TO HELL IS PAVED. 
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The harder they hit us, 

by Turtle and Miss Waldron 

Michael Franti has been speaking truth to power through his 
music for the last 15 years. His evolution as an artist — from 
the little-known Beatnigs, to the politically razor-sharp Dis- 
posable Heroes of Hiphoprisy and. most recently, to the rich 
hip-hop, reggae and funk-infused sounds of Spearhead — has 
mirrored his growth as a committed activist. A visible, six-foot- 
six presence during both the Seattle World Trade Organization 
protests and those during the Los Angeles Democratic National 
Convention, Franti is one of a disturbingly small circle of 
conscious musicians willing to speak out for what they believe 
in. During Spearhead's most recent tour, we had the opportu- 
nity to sit down and chatwith him aboutrage and compassion, 
inspiration and fear, music and activism. 

EF!J: As a veteran of anti-globalization protests and a long- 
time activist, as well as someone who travels around the country 
quite a bit, what effects have you seen since September on 
environmental and social justice movements? 

MF: Well, it is just funny when you list off all those 
things, it sounds like charges pressed against me: anti- 
terrorist, fundamentalist, you know. I think that it is a big 
change that's happened. 

It's like someone was telling me today, they were reading 
the FBI's most wanted terrorist list... and at the top of it are 
"eco-terrorists." It said that these two groups [the Earth 
and Animal Liberation Fronts] were responsible for $40 


the louder we become 

million worth of damage, but that's like one day in the 
forest for Monsanto or one day of treecutting, you know. 
It is like this whole notion — of who is the terrorist and who 
the good people are — is totally about whoever is making 
money off of what they are doing versus people who are 
conscious about protecting the natural interests of the 
world and the human interests of the world. So I think that 
is a big difference, I think it really calls into question what 
we are doing as activists. 

I see activism as communication. That's what we are 
really trying to do, is to communicate. If our message is a 
message of peace, love, compassion and of preservation for 
the Earth, then our delivery has to be that way. As a 
musician, I think about how it is not just the words that I 
say but the way that I say them that either draws people to 
it or pushes people away. 

EF!J: A friend of mine told me that since September, in the 
song "Oh My God , " you changed the lines from "makes me so 
mad I want to bomb an institution " to "makes me so mad 1 want 
to start a peaceful revolution. " 

MF: The reason I did that is because I felt that what I was 
saying in the song was not that I literally want to go bomb 
something, but that I feel like I want to go bomb some- 
thing. Because I'm so angry. And yet, I felt that people were 
misconstruing what I was saying. So I decided to change 
that lyric because I didn't have time to stop in the middle 
of the song to explain exactly what I was saying. 

continued on next page 

March-April 2002 Earth First! Page 49 




continued from previous page 

EF!J: The fine nuances between prop- 
erty destruction and... 

MF: The feeling of that type of rage 
where you just want to 
destroy the system, 
you j ust want to tear it 
down by whatever 
means you can. 

EF!J: Do you consider 
yourself committed to 
nonviolence? 

MF: Well, it is some- 
thing that I have been 
thinking about a lot. 

I'm not really in a situ- 
ation where I feel like I 
need to take up arms to 
protect what I have, but 
I can't answer for the 
people who are in that 
situation. I can't tell the 
Zapatistas in Mexico, 

"Don't shoot back!," 
when people are com- 
ing into their villages 
at night and shooting their families. 

At the same time, I think that if we 
are to choose the path of nonviolence 
and to choose the path of pacifism, 
that we understand that it is p-a-c-i-f- 
i-s-m. To be peaceful. And not p-a-s-s- 
i-v-i-s-in. To be a pacifist is to be 
active and to be civil disobedient, but 
it doesn't mean that we have to de- 
stroy anything. 

Property damage is something that I 
have also been thinking about a lot, 
because there has definitely been a 
time in my life where I felt like, "Yeah, 
let's go out and break the windows at 
McDonald's” and let's do all these 
things that are kind of symbolic acts. 


But at the end of the day, it just gets 
taken as some crazy people. Our mes- 
sage is lost in the TV footage because 
they just show the footage, and then 


they run their headline underneath it. 
It is like reading a Far Side cartoon at 
that point. 

So, I think that we need to be 
mindful. You know, when I listen to 
other liberation leaders from the past, 
their message is always to be very 
clear about your intentions, your 
goals and then to think of ways that 
will help you achieve them. There is 
a sequence of things that you do 
when you are trying to reach a goal. 
I think that a lot of times when we 
get angry, we're so frustrated, we say 
let's just go do anything, rather than 
thinking about our end vision that 
we are trying to achieve. 


EF!J: Could you summarize what you 
hope to achieve with your music? 

MF: If there was one single message 
in my music, it would be compassion. 

I also want to show 
people — by example 
— that it is okay to be 
yourself. Sometimes, 
people say, "If you 
change your music 
this way, you could 
reach more kids in the 
hip-hop audience. If 
you change it this way, 
you could reach more 
people over here. If 
you did this different, 
you could get more on 
| the radio or on MTV." 
■? And I say, "Yeah, but 
| then I'm losing the 
§■ message." Which is 
| that I am me. You can 
*■ choose to enjoy what 
I do or not. You know, 
it may resonate with 
you, it may not. But hopefully, you'll 
understand that I'm being me and 
that it's okay for you to be you. 

And then also there are other themes 
to the music, like acceptance of diver- 
sity: cultural diversity, gender diversity, 
religious diversity, sexual diversity. Also 
the diversity that exists within each and 
every person. 

EFIJ: Can you comment on the social 
consciousness among artists, and spe- 
cifically among musicians, in this time 
of crisis? 

MF: Well, you know, people have 
asked me that question a lot. They say, 
"It seems like there are not a lot of 
artists out there who are talking about 






what is going on." You know, I'm not 
sitting around holding my breath wait- 
ing for Britney Spears to hold a press 
conference about what is happening 
with Bush's foreign policy. 

I think that in order for artists to be 
able to speak out during a time of 
crisis, they have to have done it their 
whole life, because in a time of crisis it 
is really hard to speak out. I feel a lot of 
fear when I say the things that I do. It 
takes some courage, and it takes some 
understanding of the issues that have 
led up to what is going on to really be 
able to say something that will reso- 
nate with folks. 

Just like globalization has affected 
developing nations economically and 
environmentally, globalization has in- 
fected the music industry. We now 
have five major corporations who own 
all of the record labels. These record 
labels aren't beholden to music, they 
are beholden to the shareholders at 
the end of the quarter. They frown 


tant story. There's a tree that has 
lived for a thousand years, and a little 
caterpillar on it that lives its entire 
life in 10 days. A bird comes, sits 
down and talks to the caterpillar and 
says, "Is this tree alive or dead?" And 
the little caterpillar says, "You know, 
I've been living on this tree the entire 
10 days of my life, and I never saw 
this tree move, so this tree must be 
dead. " Then, the life span of the Earth 
is like five billion years or something. 
You go to talk to a man on the top of 
a mountain, who lives his whole life 
in 80 years, and he says, "You know. 
I've been here 80 years and never saw 
this mountain move once. So the 
Earth must be dead." 

It is about perspective, and time. As 
activists, we often want to change the 
world, and we're so enraged at what's 
happening. We think: "God, the world 
is not changing because we didn't see 
it change after the WTO rallies. We 
didn't see it change that much after 


The other day, a friend told me that 
he was talking to a friend who said 
that he had relationship problems. 
And my friend said, "No, you don't 
have relationship problems, you're just 
having some difficult relationship ex- 
periences." So it is all how you look at 
it. If you think of things as being 
problems, then you-get overwhelmed. 

But if you think of things as this is just 
an experience, that is harder than some 
of my other experiences. So I'm always 
encouraging myself to find what is the 
opportunity in every difficult situation 
that I come across and not just say, "Oh, 
I've got problems." That I'm going 
through some difficult experiences, but 
I'm going to make it through. 

Further, there's nothing that is more 
virtuous in life than understanding 
that we have a responsibility to the 
seven generations of people that came 
before us and to the seven generations 
of people to come to make this a better 
place. If we think of it in those terms — 


If our message is a message of peace, love, compassion and of preservation for the 
Earth, then our delivery has to be that way. As a musician, I think about how it 
is not just the words that I say but the way that I say them that either draws people 
to it or pushes people away. 


upon big-selling artists doing anything 
that may put their profits in jeopardy. 

EF!f: Do you have any words of inspira- 
tion to share with all the Earth Firstiers 
out there? 

MF: Today, I was telling a story I 
had heard. I think it is a really impor- 


Julia Butterfly came down from the 
tree. We didn't see much change after 
this happened or that happened. " But, 
the thing is that over time, it grows. 
The movement grows. The movement 
gains more energy. The movement is 
in constant interchange. 


that we are a part of this lineage — and 
it is our responsibility today to be 
caretakers of the Earth so that we can 
pass it on to other people, to our 
children and their children. I think 
that's a really high virtue to be work- 
ing toward. There's no shame in that. 



I say, power to the people, and 
1 say, love to the people, y'all. 

I sing, power to the people, and 
1 sing, love to the people, y'all. 


We can chase down all our enemies, 
bring them to their knees. 

We can bomb the world to pieces, 
but we can't bomb it into peace. 

Oh, we may even find a solution 
to hunger and disease. 

We can bomb the world to pieces, 
but we can’t bomb it into peace. 


We may even find a solution 
to hunger and disease. 

We can bomb the world to pieces, 
but we can't bomb it into peace. 


So we can chase down all our enemies, 
we can even bring them to their knees. 
Yes, we can bomb the world into pieces, 
but we can't bomb it into peace. 
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by Tim Ream 

Global Uprising: Confronting the Tyrannies of the 
21st Century; Stories from a New Generation of Activ- 
ists, edited by Neva Welton and Linda Wolf, New Society 
Publishers, 2001. 

In November 1999, a new world was created in Seattle. 
No, I am not simply restating for the umpteenth time that 
the massive street protests that shut down the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) changed the world. I mean that a 
worldwide community took shape at that time. People 
from inside the Empire finally stepped up to become 
participants in the global uprising against the system for 
planetary corporate control, headquartered here in the US. 

Earth Firstlers were central among the anti- WTO orga- 
nizers and were heavily represented on the blockades 
and in the streets. Our affinity- 
style organizing and blockading 
tactics were the foundation in Se- 
attle, and the Northwest is one of 
our strongest fronts. EFIers have 
continued to play key roles in 
street protests around the world 
since 1999. It would be no surprise, 
therefore, to recognize a lot of 
names, faces and words in Welton 
and Wolf’s new collection of essays 
on the diverse movement against 
corporate globalization. 

In a remarkably accessible style, 

60 short viewpoints paint a mural 
of a movement. Half the voices are 
women's and nearly half are from 
people of color from five continents. 

Authors include academics, radical 
journalists, street warriors and non- 
governmental organization opera- 
tives, with a strong emphasis on 
youth. Essays range in politics from 
liberal to anarchist. You can find hard-core vegans and 
radical lesbians alongside puppetistas and union organizers. 

As you would imagine in any collection with so many 
voices, you are going to find a lot you like and some you do 
not really care for. For movement analysis, I liked Warcry's 
manifesto on militancy and anarchism, "My Family Wears 
Black." Critical Resistance did a great job of laying out "The 
Prison Industrial Complex" in seven pages. Luis Sanchez 
combines his belief that "educational justice is the key 
issue at the center of everything" with his personal expe- 
rience growing up as an East Los Angeles Latino. "There 
hasn't been a college built in California since 1983, but 21 
prisons have been built." 

Much of the strongest writing is in the form of personal 
stories that are not often heard in US mainstream culture. 
Malachi Larabee-Garza takes us on her journey from mis- 
sionary to coming out queer to organizer. Koutha and 
Marwa Al-Rawi's story of fighting the sanctions against 
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Globa! Uprising 


Iraq would be inspiring even without the knowledge that 
this campaign is being led by eighth and ninth graders. 
"This work is our life. We now sneak in soccer and a few 
acting classes here and there for fun, but we know its going 
to be a long, continuous struggle to get the sanctions 
lifted." You will also find incredible tales of landmine 
survivors, a young woman who organized the only union in 
El Salvador's 229 garment factories and harrowing stories of 
repression from Bhutan, Burma and Nigeria. 

The forward to Global Uprising was written on September 
10, 2001. So clearly, this book will soon fall victim to its 
place in a rapidly evolving history. Even so, a couple areas 
of discussion seem lacking from that vantage point. No- 
where in the collection can we learn of the rise and role of 
corporate capital in so-called "development" around the 
world in the last couple decades. Apart from the quasi- 
govemmental financial institutions (WTO, IMF, etc.), we 
hear little of the role of finance. You 
may also tire of hearing that non- 
violence is the only effective or le- 
gitimate means of struggle. 

For a little self-criticism, this book 
brings home how ineffective our 
movement has been at placing 
biocentrism near the top of the 
broader globalization movement's 
agenda. While "the environment" 
is frequently mentioned, it is far 
too often in human-centered terms. 
A critique of the role of technology 
in ecological destruction and op- 
pression, not surprisingly, is com- 
pletely absent. 

The book ends with a fabulous 
collection of activist websites and 
phone numbers. Where else could 
you possibly imagine the Earth 
First! Journal and the Earth Libera- 
tion Front listed on the same pages 
as the Worldwatch Institute and 

the AFL-CIO? 

It is best to keep in mind that full-time radical activists 
are probably not the target audience for Global Uprising. If 
you have been following the anti-corporate movement, 
you probably will not deepen your analysis much by 
reading this collection. You are probably surrounded by 
friends and family members who would though. The book 
is edited in a way that lets a beginner ease in without effort. 
If you like being a single-issue activist who wants to forget 
all "that crap about humans" and just save wilderness, you 
might also do well to take a look at who your potential 
allies are if you ever intend to have any. 

In any case, this is not a juicy insider's tale pulling back 
the curtain. It is more like the many-handed goddess of 
compassion reaching out and offering a myriad of tools to 
help the many others not yet in the struggle. Join her by 
handing this book to someone you know who is still 
standing on the curb watching the action in the street. 


Stories from a 
New Generation 
of Activists 


NEVA WELTON 
LINDA WOLF 




©pm 


Reduce, Reuse, Recycle or Else 

Jill Rowland is guilty. 

Her crime? Throwing recyclable baby formula cans in 
the trash. 

Rowland and four other Newton, Kansas, residents were 
summoned to court and fined $25 per incident for violat- 
ing the city's mandatory recycling law. The Newton resi- 
dents are the first Kansans taken to court for failure to 
recycle, and they were warned they would face stiffer 
fines — or possibly jail time — if they were caught with 
recyclables in their trash in the next six months. 

The ordinance saves taxpayers money, officials said. The 
more residents recycle, the less the city has to pay to get rid 
of trash. Since recycling became law in Newton two years 
ago, the city has reduced garbage by 20 percent with 95 
percent of residents recycling. City engineer Suzanne 
Loomis said those taken to court had repeatedly failed to 
recycle. "It comes to a point of how else do you get through 
to people?" she asked. 

Marines Develop High-Tech Banana Peel for 
Crowd Control 

A January 24 news article published online at 
www.policemag.com reported that the US Marine Corps 
has developed a new crowd-control weapon that "prom- 
ises to make riots much more slippery affairs." 

Invented at Southwest Research Institute 
in Texas, the Marines' new Mobility 


Denial System (MDS) is allegedly a 


non-hazardous chemical spray 


weapon that disperses a 


thick, slippery gel onto asphalt, concrete, wood and grass. 
"The result is a lot of pratt falls for the rioters and spinning 
wheels for enemy vehicles." 

The Marine Corps claims it needs tools like MDS for 
overseas missions to rescue US personnel from "anarchic 
urban environments." Police agencies are excited about 
the potential of using the new MDS technology to control 
anarchic environments in the US. 

Scientists Invent Spignach 

Researchers at Japan's 
Kinki University School 
of Biology-Oriented 
Science and Technol- 
ogy and the National 
Institute for Basic Biol- 
ogy announced in Janu- 
ary that they had in- 
serted a spinach gene 
into pigs — the first 
known successful trans- 
fer of a plant gene into a 
large animal. 

The scientists claim the 
meat from the genetically 
modified pigs is healthier 
than traditional pork be- 
cause the gene produces 
an enzyme which con- 
verts fatty saturated acids into 

a healthy unsaturated version. Apparently, tests on the 
pigs confirmed their bodies contained 20 percent more 
unsaturated fatty acids than normal. 




1 
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WHY WE SUPPORT 
SANTA CRUZ 

We are an autonomous group of former prisoners from 
the Earth and animal liberation movements and people 
who engage in prisoner support as a revolutionary practice. 
We prepared this statement to express our full support for 
the Santa Cruz 2: Matt Whyte and Peter Schnell. 

On January 28, Matt and Peter were sentenced to 1 4 and 
24 months respectively for the charge of "possession of an 
unregistered firearm." Last Sum- 
mer, Matt and Peter were arrested 
in a Capitola, California park 
while assembling incendiary de- 
vices. They later admitted that 
they were going to use those de- 
vices to target dairy industry 
trucks at an undisclosed location. 

In court, Matt and Peter expressed 
regret for this and showed re- 
morse for their action. We realize 
that people facing years in prison 
are often put in extremely diffi- 
cult positions and thus may some- 
times have to express feelings of 
remorse to judges and other state 
representatives. 

We want to be very clear that 
we support Matt and Peter re- 
gardless of any difference of opin- 
ion in relation to legal strategy 
that we may have. Our support is rooted in solidarity and 
a desire to take care of our warriors who get caught by the 
state. Although we do not impose our legal strategy on 
our allies, we also do not condone "snitching." Case in 
point is Justin Samuel, an individual convicted for ALF 
actions who informed on his co-defendant and thus does 
not receive support from most people in this movement. 
That being said, we support the choices made by Matt, 
Peter, their lawyers and support team. 

We also do not desire the creation of martyrs for our 
growing movement. The imprisonment of our warriors for 
prolonged periods of time is not something we want to 
encourage. Martyrdom is for those who truly no longer 
control their fate. It is the tragic consequence of state 
repression, and the Earth and animal liberation move- 
ments in the US should not be eager to see our already too 
few warriors added to the list. 

Let's not forget that another brother in this struggle, Free, is 
serving 22 years for offenses similar to those of Matt and Peter. 
Individuals need to know that they will be supported if they 
get caught whether or not they plead innocent, whether or 
not they stand up in court and speak about animal liberation 
and whether or not we agree with what they feel they must do 
to get a lighter sentence. We desire our warriors out of prison 
and back in the struggle, not serving absurdly long sentences 
just because they made an aggressive statement to the court. 

We want to commend Matt and Peter for the principled 


MATT AND PETER: 
2 SENTENCED 

and intelligent manner with which they have conducted 
themselves during the last year while awaiting trial and 
sentencing. Unlike other cases in the past, information 
was disbursed to supporters in a timely manner and there 
were not random people speaking on their behalf. The 
real proof though is the sentence: Matt, expecting a 
minimum of 33 months, got 14 months (and three years 
supervised probation). Peter, ex- 
pecting a minimum of 42 months, 
got 24 (and the same probation). 
That any accused animal libera- 
tion member could receive such a 
lenient sentence in post Septem- 
ber 11 anti-terrorist hysteria re- 
veals success in their choice of 
legal defense strategy. 

It does nothing for Earth and 
animal liberationists or the cause 
of Earth and animal liberation to 
criticize or pass judgment on our 
friends who sit in jail, especially 
when that judgement and criti- 
cism comes from someone outside 
of jail. If there are some who still 
disagree, then express your dissat- 
isfaction with actions of your own. 
It is impossible to understand for 
those not under criminal indict- 
ment that attacking warriors facing repression is simply 
hitting our warriors when they are already down. Support- 
ing Earth and animal liberation prisoners means just that: 
supporting them always, not just when they do what you 
think they should do. 

Free all Earth and animal liberation prisoners! Support 
the Santa Cruz 2! 

Send letters of support to Matthew Whyte, #99477-111, 
Taft Correctional Institution, POB 7001, Taft, CA 93268 
and Peter Schnell, c/o Santa Cruz 2 Defense Fund, POB 
583, Eugene, OR 97440. 


— North American Earth Liberation Prisoner Support Network 
—North American Animal Liberation Front Support Group 
— UK Earth Liberation Prisoners Support Network 
— Animal Liberation Front (ALF) Information Service 
— Rod Coronado-Former Animal Liberation Front Prisoner 
— Jeremiah Bowen-Former Earth Liberation Prisoner 
— David Barbarash-ALF Press Officer and former ALF prisoner 
— Noel Molland-Former GANDALF prisoner (UK) 
— Saxon Wood-Former GANDALF prisoner (UK) 
— Steven Booth-Former GANDALF prisoner (UK) 
— Adam Marshall-Former Hillgrove Farms prisoner (UK) 
— Mark Eden-Convicted ALF activist (New Zealand) 
— Gina Lynn and David Hayden-No Compromise magazine 

— Megan Adams 



Matt and Peter 
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Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them! 


Ecodefense East Sussex, BN7 1EA, England. Await- Sentenced to three years for his in- 

• Dr. Yuri Bandazhevsky, Ul. ing sentencing for making six bomb- volvement in the Mayday 2001 Re- 

Kalvarijskaya 36, POB 35K, Minsk hoax telephone calls to various animal claim the Streets celebrations in Long 
220600, Belarus. Serving eight years and Earth abusers. Beach, California. 

for telling the world that the nuclear ‘Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP ‘Robert Thaxton, #12112716, OSP, 

radiation around Chernobyl is worse Birmingham, B18 4AS, England. Serv- 2605 State St., Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
than the government has admitted. ing three years for attacking the man- Serving a seven-year mandatory mini- 

•Marco Camenish, Viale dei Tigli, aging director of Huntingdon Life mum sentence for throwing a rock at 
14 13900, Biella, Italy. Serving 12years Sciences. Also serving 18 months for a cop at the Eugene, ORJune 18, 1999, 
imprisonment for prison escape shoot- rescuing 600 guinea pigs from a lab Reclaim the Streets. 
out and for eco-sabotage. Marco can supplier. MOVE 

read and write some English. »Mel Broughton, DJ82 16, HMP The MOVE, an eco-revolutionary group, 

• Inaki Garcia Koch, Carcel de Mount, Bovingdon, HP3 0NZ, En- was persecuted by the Philadelphia po- 

Pamplona, C/San Roque, Apdo. 250, gland. Serving four years for conspiracy u C e during the '70s, culminating in the 
3 1 080 — Irunez — Pamplona, Navarra, to cause explosions. police bombing their commune in 1 985 . 

Spain. Serving just under five years ,R ae Newlands, GN6613, HMP ph e "MOVE 9" were framed for the 
for sabotaging the Itoiz dam con- Holloway, London, N7 0NU, England, murder of a cop and sentenced to 100 
struction site. On remand for various charges in- years each. You must write each MOVE 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, eluding bomb hoaxes, arson, criminal member separately. 

OSP , 2605 State St., Salem, OR 97310, damage, harassment and conspiracy. *Debbie Simms Africa, #006307,Janet 
USA. Serving 22 years and eight *Geert Waegemans, Begijnestraat 42 Holloway Africa, #006308 and Janine 
months for arson of a car dealership. 2000, Antwerp, Belgium. Serving four Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge 
He was also framed for the attempted years for an attempted arson. Awaiting Springs, 45 1 Fullerton Ave., Cambridge 
arson of an oil station. sentencing for four more arsons. Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Craig "Critter" Marshall, #13797662, Anti-Globalization ‘Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973 and 

SRCI, 777 Stanton Blvd., Ontario, OR »Rob Middaugh, #6859467, POB Charles Simms Africa, #AM49 75, SCI 
97914, USA. Serving five-and-a-half years 5000, Delano, CA 93216-5000, USA. Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 
for conspiracy to commit arson and 19426-0244, USA. 

possession of incendiary devices to torch 
some SUVs. 

•Silvano Pellissero, Com. Mastrolierto, 

ViaFerrerinoli, Sanponso, 10080Torino, 

Italy. Serving six years and eight months 
for sabotage of a high-speed rail line 
construction site in the Northern Ital- 
ian Alps. Silvana can read Spanish, Ital- 
ian and French. 

•Grigory Pasko (address unknown). 

Russian eco-journalist serving four 
years for exposing the Russian Navy's 
dumping of nuclear waste into the 
Pacific Ocean. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC 
Carswell, POB 27137, Fort Worth, TX 
76127, USA. Serving 27 years for the 
disarmament of a Minuteman II mis- 
sile silo with a jackhammer, mailing 
warning letters to officials with .38 
caliber bullets inside, robbing a bank 
and burning the money. 

Animal Liberation 

•Jon Batchelor, c/o Mutual Aid Legal 
Fund, POB 95616, Seattle, WA 98145- 
2616, USA. Charged with assaulting a 
police officer during a demonstration. 

•Neil Bartlett, FW7083, HMP Lewes, 



•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Camp Hill, PA 17011-0200, USA. 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984 
and Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI 
Dallas, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr., Waynesburg 
PA 15370, USA. Mumia, a politically 
active journalist, was framed for the 
murder of a cop in 1981. 

Indigenous 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 
1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA. 
An American Indian Movement activ- 
ist, serving life in prison after being 
framed for the murder of two FBI agents 
at the Pine Ridge siege in the 1970s. 

•Eric Wildcat Hall, #BL-5355, Unit 1/ 
A 10745 Rt. 18, Albion, PA 16475-0002, 
USA. Serving 35-75 years for helping 
ship arms to Central American indig- 
enous activists. 


Prisoner Support Groups 

Prison Activist Resource Center (PARC), POB 339, Berkeley, CA 94701) 
www.prisonactivist.org 

•North American Earth Liberation Prisoners Support Network, POB 
50082, Eugene, OR 97405, USA; ’ • 

naelpsn@tao.ca;www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 
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April Action for Peace 


April 1 3-1 A * Oak Ridge, Tennessee 


Come to the last full-scale operating nuclear weapons production plant in the US, the Y-12 Plant in Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee. Say no to US global domination and nuclear weapons. President Bush has declared 2002 to be a "war year." 
We join together to make a stand for peace. While patriotic fervor continues to be stoked, the nuclear weapons budget 
has gone up again. The Y-12 National Security Complex in Oak Ridge has started a 10-year, four billion dollar 
modernization of Y-12 — plans call for complete replacement of the weapons manufacturing facilities. 

There will be marching, dancing, music, nonviolence training, food, excellent speakers and a chance to network. This 
third annual April Action for Peace in Oak Ridge will also provide an opportunity for those who wish to express their 
conscience through civil resistance and direct action to do so. For more information, contact the Oak Ridge Environmental 
Peace Alliance, POB 5743, Oak Ridge, TN 37831; (865) 483-8202; paloma@stopthebombs.org; www.stopthebombs.org. 



Reclaiming the Concept of 
Forest Restoration 


April 18-20 • University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado 


Federal land management agencies have reached a crossroads. Will they 
design and implement restoration programs that are guided by ecological 
principles or commodity-driven projects under the guise of restoration? 
During this conference, the nation's leading conservationists, scientists 
and practitioners will help redefine the core concepts underlying restora- 
tion. Discussion will address current restoration needs and priorities, 
innovative solutions and current policies that are helping or hindering 
efforts to protect and restore our public lands. 

For more information, contact Jeanette Russell, National Forest Protection 
Alliance, (406) 542-7565; nfpa@forestadvocate.org; www.forestadvocate.org. 

1 2th Annual Heartwood Forest Council 


May 24-27 • Camp Rivervale, White River, southern Indiana 


Join us for a National Forest Council: a national gathering for forests, 
democracy and justice. There has never been a more compelling need for real 
defenders of our homeland to share our knowledge and to combine our forest 
protection efforts with the larger movements for peace, justice and ecological 
wisdom. Only through this spirit of unity can we craft the strongest strategies, 
messages and successes. 

It is time. Time for personal and cultural transformation; time to work 
together for peace and freedom; for mutual respect and cooperation; and for 
survival — for all of our relations — birds, bears, bees; rocks, rivers, trees. 

For more information, contact Heartwood, POB 1424, Bloomington, IN 
47402; (812) 337-8898; www.heartwood.org. 


Eastern Forest 
Defense Direct 
Action Camp 


May 28-June 3 • Indiana 


The great forests of Eastern Turtle 
Island can and will recover if given a 
chance. However, an impressive array 
of greedheads stand in the way of 
Eastern forest recovery. In fact, these 
entities are actively destroying the 
struggling remnants of the great East- 
ern forests. 

The US Forest Service, the pulp and 
paper industry, developers, strip min- 
ers, genetic manipulators and other 
greedy industrialists are daily engaged 
in wanton acts of destruction against 
our beautiful and biologically diverse 
Eastern forests. 

All activists, forest dwellers and con- 
cerned citizens ready and willing to 
act on behalf of our forests are invited 
to attend. We want to focus on evolv- 
ing nonviolent direct action tactics. 
We would like to share the latest skills 
in treesitting and road blockades... 
and come up with new ideas unique 
to our ecosystems. 

You can also support this Direct 
Action Camp by donating money, ac- 
tion gear or time as a volunteer trainer 
or skilled facilitator. 

For more information, contact the 
National Forest Protection Alliance, 
POB 1891, Charlottesville, VA 22903; 
(434) 971-5990; scurry@firstva.com; 
www.forestadvocate.org. 
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In April, the UN circus will be contemplating 
the state of the world's biodiversity resources at 
the COP6 of the Convention on Biological Di- 
versity (CBD). After years of negotiations, the 
CBD will soon have two legally binding 
international protocols, the Biosafety Pro- 
tocol and "The Law of the Seed." Neither 
has the power to stop the spread of geneti- 
cally modified organisms. 

Actions, workshops and festivities on biodi- 
versity, food and agriculture in this era of 
globalizing capitalism are scheduled. 

For more information, contact Resistance is 
Fertile, rif@gn.apc.org; www.resistanceisfertile.org. 


It* 




■ III 


The Earth First! Journal, located in sun 
a new member of our editorial staff. It c 
Being a part of the Journal is full ot row 
a tight six-person collective among a supji 
essential to the radical environmental ni 


CPU! 


Arizona, has an opening for 


ds — working on a consensus basis with 
ttive community to publish a magazine 
cement. 


Our new long-term editor ideally wifthave publishing experience, be personally 
compatible with existing staff, fi^vjpounds Of patience, be computer literate, 
have excellent editing skills and a sepse of humor. As a collective, all of the work 
is shared, so a motivated, harawnpcing individual is required! 

To apply, send your resumejn^i4etter of interesfto fh sEarth First! Journal, POB 
3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. Please forward a writing sam^ie^ activist history and the 
names of some EF! activists who can vouch for you. 






April Break the 
Bank Protests 


rington, DC 


These meetings come in the wake of 
the economic crisis in Argentina, where 
the free-market policies pushed around 
the world by the World Bank and IMF 
unraveled, destroying the livelihoods 
of much of the population. They also 
come after the collapse of the multina- 
tional giant Enron. This served as a 
magnifying glass for the extent of cor- 
porate power and crookedness in the 
US — the country which serves as both 
model and sponsor for the agenda of 
corporate globalization. 

The Mobilization for Global Justice 
calls on activists to assemble in Wash- 
ington, DC, on the weekend of April 
19-22 for a protest against the World 
Bank and IMF. Now is the time to show 
there is an alternative to a world of 
poverty and instability. 

That same weekend, several protests 
against different forms of US milita- 
rism will also take place against Plan 
Colombia, School of the Americas and 
the War on Terrorism. The Mobiliza- 
tion for Global Justice would like to 
endorse the idea that these are all part 
of the same movement. The military 
arms of US domination abroad work 
hand in hand with economic institu- 
tions like the World Bank and IMF. The 
Mobilization for Global Justice encour- 
ages all those who come out to protest 
the World Bank and IMF to also attend 
these events. 

For more information, visit 
www.abolishthebank.org; 
www.globalizethis.org. 



, nnnumfmff, 


liiiiimiiwdi! 


The corporate 


the world's most destructive bank. 


nite to drive a stake into the heart of 


For more information, contact 
Rainforest Action Network, 
(415) 398-4404; organized ran.org. 
www.ran.org. 
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Where the Earth comes first 


Summer Session 2002 offers 30 courses to prepare students to 
shape future environmental policy. Open to both law and non- 
law students for auditing, law and graduate school credit. 

Study concentrations include: international environmental law • 
pollution prevention and abatement • ethics and 
environmental justice law and ecology • ocean and 
coastal law • land use and management law • 
alternative dispute resolution • energy law and policy 

Environmental Law Center: Vermont Law School 
(800) 227-1395 x.2201 • elcinfo@vermontlaw.edu 
elc.vermontlaw.edu 


(.mm mil) town docs 

Earth First! and the Environmental Movement 
by SUSAN ZAKIN * 

“A well-reported, fascinating account of the 99®®^ 
people and politics that define modern 
American environmentalism." —Earth Journal 
“A sprawling, rollicking and ultimately ^m*mi 

mel anchol y history of Earth First! .. . Coyotes &• ||| 

Town Dogs is one terrific read.” —LA. Times 


$17.95 paper, at bookstores now or from 

The University of Arizona Press 

1-800-426-3797 • www.uapress.arizona.edu 



Concerned Singles 


links compatible, socially conscious 
singles who care about 
the Earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • AH Ages 
Straight/Gay • Since 1984 

FREE SAMPLE 

Box 444-EF 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
■b 413-445-6309 
www.concernedsingles.com 


You Make 
jlSEk th e Call! 

g Support the Earth First! 

i Journal with every long- 
distance call you make. 
Sign up for Affinity Long Distance and get top-quality 
service, competitive rates and the satisfaction of knowing 
that five percent of your bill goes to this enviro-rag each 
month. To sign up, contact (510) 644-2778; 
Steve@IntemetAddress.com. 


Alaska Center for the Environment 
— Needs You! ■ ■ = 

“Alaska is not the Last Frontier, rather, the last 
bite on the plate. ” —Edward Abbey 

Come on up and help us conserve the last big bite! We need 
experienced, committed canvassers for phone and full-time field 
positions. Be a part of the team that saves the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge, the last great Ame rican wilderness. This will 
change your life. 

Contact-, Beth Porterfield, 807 G Street Ste 100, 
Anchorage, AK 99501; (907) 274-3650; beth@akcenter.org 
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Email O Send me a free "Keep it Wild!" music compilation tape with my subscription 
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Waste of the West— Public Lands Ranching, 
by Lynn Jacobs. Encyclopedic overview of graz- 
ing. Contains contact list, graphics, charts and 
maps. It’s time to get cows off public lands for 
good! Nonfiction, large format, illustrated, 602 




Enough Rope “Professional 
Dreamers” CD— $10 


Hemp Wallet 

Tan with black and green fist and black 
lettering. Specify wording. 

“Greed Kills” or “Earth First!” $12 




Small 1.5-inch stickers good for 
bikes or bulldozers! 

Earth First! “Fist,” ‘Tools” or “No 
Deal, Assholes.” Thirty stickers, $2 


Keep It Wild! 

A compilation of songs from seven 
ofEFl’s favorite musicians: Darryl 
Chemey, Alice DiMicele, Robert 
Hoyt, Dana Lyons, Casey Neill, 
Peg Millett and Joanne Rand. 
“Keep It Wild!” SALE! CD— 
$14, TAPE — $9 or free with a 
new subscription, see form page 59. 


Rattlesnake-Don't Tread on Me — four- 
color Earth tones on black-blue shirt S, M, 
L, XL— $15 
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SALE — Trinkets and Snake Oil — SALE 





If an Agent Knocks 
What is political intelligence? 
Do I have to talk to the FBI? 
What rights do I have? Find out 
the answers to these and many 
more questions in this 30-page 

booklet. English/Spanish — $1 


A Sand County Almanac, by Aldo Leopold. 

Introduction by Robert Finch. Illustrated by Charles W. Schwartz. 
Special edition commemorating Leopold’s 100th birthday. A 
classic description of land preservation ethics. Written in 1945, 
Leopold was way ahead of his time. Nonfiction, 228 pages, $7 
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Cotton Caps 
Desert camo, adjustable 

$10 


SALE 


Quality three-inch patch 
for your daypack, jacket 
or butt — $2 
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iE 04912 


FOB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St Apt. 31, 
Boston, MA 02215 , . 4f|g 

(617) 859-8155 


iv.com 


ntally Sound Pr 
iedway, CA 95560 
3-4949; ensopro@asis.c 

Action Team . 

FOB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 9310 
(707) 523-1229 
Santa Cruz EF1/EF! Radio 
POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
COLORADO 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 

Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Wilderness Defense 
POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435-0101 
(303) 385-3043 
wildernessdefense@email.com 
FLORIDA 
Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FI. 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Gainesville/Ichetucknee EF! 
c/o CMC, 1021 W. University Ave, 
Gainesville, FL 32601 
(352) 373-0010 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 
Stone Soup Collective 
1020 S. Orange Ave, Orlando, FL 32806 
(407) 999-7700 
CORE Infoshop 

2235 Central Ave, 5t. Petersburg, FL 3371 
(727) 827-2673; core@core-info.org 
GEORGIA 

Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 

foothills@katuah.org 

HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808)826-1711 
ILLINOIS 
Red Gate EF! 


Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
Popular Power 

POB 374, Traverse City, Ml 49685. 
Lost Cause Collective 
POB 23 7, Marquette, MI 49855 . 1 

(906) 228-7074 

lostcausecollective@hotmail.eom 
MINNESOTA 

Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 580407, Mpls, MN 55458 
(612) 362-3387 

churchofdeepecology@hotmail.com 
Boundary Waters EF! 

7908 Minnetonka Bivd, 

St. Louis Park, MN 55426 -AlK'y 
(612) 719-7000; smgbecker@aol.com 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 lyndale Ave S, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
MI S SOUR I 
Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mtn. Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 
POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205 
(573) 443-6832 


Wild Rockies EF 1/ Wild Rockies Review 
POB 1742, Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 549-8863; wref@wildrockies.org 
! Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center TON 
205 N. Mears, Chadron, NE 69337 §G|@ 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhanSBPe 
NEW JERSEY 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

New Mexico Direct Action 


French Broad EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 253-1103; mountainfaction@cs.com 
Rustic Revolt 

112 Barricuda St, Moyock, NC 27958 
(252) 662-2878 
Uwharrie Earth First! 

POB 561, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
(919) 942-5205; bisonl2@hotmail.com 
Mountain Eco-Collective 
Warren Wilson College, CPO Box #6238, 
POB 9000, Asheville, NC 28815 
NORTH DAKOTA 
Unci Maka Uonihanpo (Honor 
Mother Earth) 
i*#OB 2*, Ft Yates, ND 58538 


|d, Toledo, OH 43620 

rest Defenders 
Eugene, OR 97440 
f 7; mickey@efn.org 
lest Alliance 
| Portland, OR 97208 
|9 

Biodiversity Project 
|l, OR 97830 
§F! 

|ve Junction, OR 97523 
|S6; lukas@cdsnet.net 


POB 8101 l|lfittsburgh, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

102 Third St Apt 2, Carnegie, PA 15106 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 

POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 

(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 

Kattiah EF! /River Faction 

POB 16242, Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 633-8483; 

kropotkin@hushmail.com 

TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1 Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Houston EF! 

PMB 413, 1302 Waugh Dr, 

Houston, TX 77019 
Dallas EF! 

POB 820872, Dallas, TX 75382 
UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

Rainbow Bridge EF! 


.100 W. 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 
friends@enteract.com 

The Brokedowns/Elgin Food Not Bombs 
308 South St #15, Elgin, IL 60123 
(847) 931-9054 

thebrokedo wns@thebrokedow ns.com 
Shawnee EFI 

913 S. Illinois Ave, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618)549-7387; harvest827@aol.com 


POB 452, Las Vegas, NM 87701 
NF.W YORK 

Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY 13902-6000 
(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 
Project Harmony 
216 W. 122 St, NY, NY 10027 
(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 
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2035 St. Laurent, 2 e 6t 
Montreal, Quebec H2) 
Elaho EF! 

(604) 682-3269 x.6144 
earth_first@zipllp.com 


doordtp@yahoo.co.uk ff 
FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 

71 Av. Jean Jaurds, 92140 cj| 

01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-l 


rainbowbridgeef@aol.com 




Biodiversity Liberation 
Front 

POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1 Box 250, Staunton, VA 
22401 

(540) 885-6983 

EF! Collective 

321 S. Laurel St, Richmond, 

VA, 23220 

(804) 643-5190 

earthfirstRVA@end-war.com 

DC Area EF! 

nightbrigade@girlmail.com 


Shuksan Direct Action 
POB 1327, Bellingham, WA 
98227 

shuksandirect@hotmail.com 


Direct Action Network 
POB 95113, Seattle, WA 
98145 < 

Olympia EF!/Cascadia 
Defense Network 
POB 1 1426, Olympia, WA 
98508 

wildcascadia@yahoo.com 
WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters EF! 

31 University Sq, Madison, WI 
53715 

(608) 262-9036 
Liberated Zone Info Shop 
308 Nelson Hall-UWSP, Stevens 
Point, WI 54481 
WYOMING 
Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 
krstnpnt@netscape.net 


Bioengineering Action Network 
ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/~ban 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; 
cmcr@wildrockies.org 
EF! Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
tel/fax (925) 376-7329 
End Corporate Dominance 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 468-2028 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 
94712-5501 

Earth Liberation Front 
www.earthliberationfront.com 
North American ALF Press Office 
POB 3673, Courtenay, BC 
V9N 7P1, Canada 
(250) 703-6312; (419) 858-9065 
(fax); naalfpo@tao.ca; 
www.animalliberation.net 
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EF! Australia 

POB 1059, Maleney, Qld 4552 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21-85-05 
CA NAD A 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 


EF! Curacao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curacao, 

Netherlands Antilles 

599-9-4616256 (fax) 

falc.one@fiberia.com d&Efos 

CZEC H . REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim yggy 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@voiny.cz 

Car Busters Magazine & Resource Center 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Praha 10 

(420) 2781-0849; 781-67-27 (fax); 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talrnah Glas {Green Earth) 

54 Avora Park, Howth, Co Dublin 
353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com 
ENGLAND 

More than 30 Earth Firstl ami radical ecological 
direct action groups exist in the "United Kingdom. " 
There are also a number of other anarchist/revolu- 
tionary groups and projects. For a list or for general 
news from die UK, contact: 

EF! Action Update 

POB 487 Norwich NR2 3AL, 0160-3219811 
efactionupdate@bigfoot.com 
Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept.29, 255 Wilmslow Road, 
Manchester M14 5LW 
0161-226-6814 

mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 
Leeds EF! c/o CRC 
16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
Do or Die 

c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place, Brighton, 


Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Road, Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110 (fax) 

Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
EF! Campaign East M. Mia. 

POB 176, Tagig Central PO 1632 Tagig, 

M. Mia. 

POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 
U. Jasna 1 7, 43-360 Bystra 
tel/fax 48-33-817-14-68;q 
aggjgma wapienica@pnrwi.most.org.pl 
In Defense of the Earth 
. Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 

"W Obronieziemi" Domonika Baryla 
u). Limanowskiego 138/42 91-038, Lodz 
48-42-653-38-16; goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 
RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000 
(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefense@oniine.ru 
Center Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 

(8312) 34-32-80 

Rainbow Keepers ( Moscow ) 

(0959) 54-91-93 
Rainbow Keepers 
POB 52, Kasimov, 391330 
(0913) 14-5-14; rk@lavrik.ryazan.ru 


Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924 
Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South Street, St Andrews, 

Fife KY16 9Q 

01334-477411 

SLOVAKIA 

Slobodna Altemati va k69s 

StaromestskS 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
SQUHAERICA 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 
Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg. 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 
82-2-747-8500; 82-2-766-4180 (fax); 


Projects & 

1 m Campaigns 




There is an international Earth First! web 
page at: www.snet.co.uk/ef/ 


Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
tel/fax 31-84-8666018; groenfi@dds.nl 




Send directory cha 
Earth Firstl Jourri 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 






EF! KIDZ: Activity Page 


Endangered Species Unscramble Game 


There are more than 600 species listed as endangered or threatened in the US today. Endangered species are those 
plants and animals that are so rare they are in danger of becoming extinct. Threatened species are plants and 
animals whose numbers are very low or decreasing rapidly. The main reason is that people have changed the 
habitats upon which these species depend. Endangered and threatened species need our help. Have fun trying to 
unscramble each name next to the picture. 
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Answers are on page 59. 
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when everything asks us to concede 


I 6£U£V£- THAT SHFUTVAU fc£-SISTAN6^— 
the> akif'ittj to stand fiKin at the* sinter of 
our c^nv'IctlonS whe* everijthin^. around us 
a$|bS u£ to co^oodo — that our oa^acAti^ 
to faoe* the* harsh rne-aSure-S of llfe> 6orwc-$ 
■row th& do & p <^uict of listc-ntn^ to the- 
and, th& rlv'e>r / the* roc^cS. The^re* a 
re-Sonan^ of HurKii fittj that has eVofv'e-d 

ivith th& £arth. 

—Taw ramiw Williams 
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Throwing Bones for 
Chaos 

It lives! 

Chaos is the primordial 
alphabet soup that speaks 
in walruses, ferns and 
fungi. The mutaginous 
substrata underlying ev- 
ery skin, fin, fur, bark, 
crust and thorn; inert and 
spontaneous; more 
ultraviole(n)t than a flock 
of in-heat peacocks; baked 
into every gene pool and 
chromosome strand, al- 
lowing geese to see and 
salmon to smell the future — chaos. It is tourism and spectator sports, wet-wire 
banqueting at subatomic communions whorehouses and Wal-Mart tupperware 
within grasses, it is perpetually drunk isles. Snake-like vines hang from the Cru- 
on its own green musk. It is neither a cifix, itis again the MayanTree of Life! We 
goddess nor a zygote; it is a bacterial dance all night in courthouse corridors and 
rainbow, a leaping ®evolt, an excom- referalize computer-banking lobbies with 
municated paradigm. rain dances. Osprey dive and meadowlark 

Earth First! is an ancient Mystery songs pierce concrete like ice. Billboards 
School of Chaos. are pyrotechnic displays; massive vulva 

We are avatars, saboteurs, accessible land art pops-up on the US Capital lawn; 
as mink, playful as fox, unemployed burglars leave lily plants and fruit bowls at 
and enforce, houseless yet home-d, kindergartens; old ladies are kidnapped 
sensually rearranged, over-sexed and made to laugh and pee outside; corpo- 
Wolfangels, celibates nursing honey- rations that oppress the imagination of 
suckle teats, Seraphites in the ecstasy Nature are tagged with cursing voodoo 
of creative euphoria, endorphin ad- dolls making employees turn around at the 
diets with eyes open like sunflowers, gates of Hades; saintly people are anony- 
fashionably slack, efficiently packed mously given gifts of sweet incense, white 
and ready to go! candles and jewels; multi-floor skyscrap- 

We cast glares that sear through ers with thousands of frigidaires filled 
gas lines, and we toss hexing com- with tons of cheese have no electricity; 
post on three car garages. We are the starving, racial bands are looting weaker 
hot, expanding water that is crack- burroughs; militias roam the countryside 
ing the church ceiling, the drip in with US-issued arms. 
the college lecture hall, the rust refi- So let's take our pistols to bed and 
nancing industry. wake up the city with our indecent 

The final Direct Action is to embrace cries like Idols broken free from sculp- 
the awful and obscene Wilderness ev- tures. Our chests are hard with oxy- 
erywhere it exists and be obliterated gen. We are bandits drunk on thick, 
by its Beauty. The Empire will rise and cool air that creeps like a crocodile 
collapse that day... into the nostrils, celebrating with a 

The museums are burning, the muses fusillade, the taste of chaos, 
are laughing, people are set free from — Atom Fish (the Venus Navigator) 

The Earth First! Journal is published eight times a year on the solstices, equinoxes and cross- 
quarter days on or about November 1, December 21 (Winter Solstice), February 2, March 21 (Vernal Equinox), 
Mayl,June21 (Summer Solstice) , August 1 and September 22 (Autumnal Equinox) by Daily Planet Publishing, 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 8S702. US subscriptions are $30. Outside the US, surface delivery is $40 and airmail is 
$50. See form, page 69. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. 

Upcoming deadline: Litha-May 10 
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^auna (^obaia 


by Faith Walker 
Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or mysterious art. 
Some female anglerfish use neon lights and males to 
accessorize. About 100 species of these abyssal fish ! sub- 
order Ceratioidei ) dwell in the warmer parts of the Atlan- 


until they sink into the deep and mature. 
In many species, a male at this stage 
swims about with neither fishing rod nor 
digestive tube, using oversized eyes to 
scan for glamorous gals. When found, he 
will kiss her stomach or flank, implant his 
pincner-iike teeth and hang on. Soon his 
taws coalesce with the female's skin, their 
vascular systems fuse, and his enamored 
orbs and internal organs degenerate. The 


. ) bodied hermaphrodite, with the male 
%j completely dependent upon her for suste- 

nance. The only organ of this frumpish 
fish to persist is the testis, which fills his 
body until he is merely a scrotal adornment. 

This is one of several instances in which male dwarfing 
has evolved, a situation which seems to be engendered by 
female quiescence and male-biased sex ratio. 


tic, Pacific and Indian Oceans, mostly between 1,000 
and 3,000 meters beneath the surface. In such depths it 
is completely dark, so the sedentary females attract prey 
and males with bioluminescent beacons. In some spe- 
cies, females flaunt light-producing bacteria as a lure at 
the end of a swinging appendage on their forehead and 
use this as a fishing rod. In others, their bodies are 
bedecked with necklaces, pendants or glowing beards. 
These dazzling females can become almost four-feet 
long and gobble sea life twice their size, thanks to a 
■distensible stomach and rotating jaw. 

Unlike their female counterparts, the three inch-long 
males are mundane, gutless dwarfs. Having floated to the 



surface as fertilized eggs, infant anglerfish eat plankton 


Anglerfish 


Dear SFB: Letters to the Editors 



Dear SI B. , . ' f , ' ; • . 

I am an Apache grandmother living on an Apache 
reservation in Arizona. For months the University of 
Virginia's (UVA) website h ; as boasted of UVA plans to 


join in a telescope they will put on a most sacred Apache 
-mountain herein Arizona, Mt, -Graham.. • • 

UVA; s website has said it's OK to crush our religious 
beliefs because: ‘.'...70 percent of the 1,000 tribal menv 
bets are Christians- -- We do not believe it should be 
possible within the tribe for a small group of tradition- 
alists.,,, to dictate the will of the majority,", : 

, Sq much for the US Constitution and human rights, 
at UVA! So much for what the great democratic think- 
ers of, the world have said about protecting freedom of 
religion from “the tyranny of the ipajority/b ;f , ; 

Tor, oyer 10 years our tribal councils and, cultural, 
feaders haye written countless official letters, pleas and, 
resolutions in opposition to the telescopes, describing 
that desecration as "a display of profound disrespect for 
a cherished feature of, our original, homeland ", . , 
Furthermore, there are over, 20,000 Apaches here in 
Arizona, not 1 .000. UVA thinks Apaches don't count, 

no matter how few or many we are. - 

- ■ > i ! i i , • — Dolores JoPdao: 

Editors' Note: Tbr'rftdre info on how to contact UVA, visit 
. www.mounigTafaim.org. - , c .u 

continued ori page 44 
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Bitterroot Settlement Focuses on Recovery 


by Missoula Bitterroot Settlement Organizations 

The Bitterroot Burned Area Recovery Plan settlement was 
the end result of a campaign that started while the fires of 
2000 were still burning. As the total burned acreage grew 
toward 380,000 acres, it was apparent that massive salvage 
logging would be proposed on Montana's Bitterroot Na- 
tional Forest (BNF) . In response, a coalition of groups based 
out of Missoula and the Bitterroot concerned with the 
protection of roadless areas and the impacts on wildlife 
and water quality began to organize a campaign to focus 
attention on true recovery. 

The end result of this effort was the Conservation and 
Local Economy (CLE) alternative, which proposed restora- 
tion of the burned area through the removal of roads, 
stabilization of soils and thinning of trees within 40 meters 
of structures. This option would employ dozens of local 
people. Parallel to this process, the Friends of the Bitter- 
root, Sierra Club and The Ecology Center proposed a 
Citizens' Conservation Plan on July 24, 2000, that would 
protect thousands of acres of uninventoried roadless wood- 
land in the BNF. 

As the summer of 2001 progressed, BNF officials pro- 
posed logging more than 180 million board feet of timber 
from 85,000 acres. We continued to press our message, met 
with the US Forest Service (USFS) and worked as a coalition 
of groups — including Friends of the Bitterroot, The Ecol- 
ogy Center, Alliance for the Wild Rockies, Native Forest 
Network, Center for Biological Diversity and Sierra Club — 
to educate the public and persuade decisionmakers that 
massive logging was not recovery. Fisheries, soil, fire ecol- 


ogy, wildlife and hydrology experts were consulted and 
brought on board. A pamphlet about fire in the West was 
mailed and inserted into newspapers across the region. 

All of this work was falling on deaf ears in the USFS, 
Montana government and the regional media. The situa- 
tion began to escalate as we moved through the Environ- 
mental Impact Statement stage into the Fall and early 
Winter of 2001. Larry Campbell of Friends of the Bitter- 
root was assaulted by angry loggers. The Governor of 
Montana called all environmentalists "obstructionists" 
in a meeting in the Bitterroot largely attended by timber 
industry members and supporters. While national media 
was covering the issue, largely due to the efforts of Native 
Forest Network, the public in Montana was not hearing 
our restoration message. 

We began to prepare for appeals, with an eye to litigation 
if our concerns were not adequately resolved. We retained 
the Western Environmental Law Center (WELC) as legal 
counsel. The WELC plaintiff groups began to explore what 
our collective goals and positions were. Consistently 
throughout that discussion, the following emerged as 
goals of these groups: protect uninventoried roadless areas 
as specified by our conservation proposal, protect native 
fish strongholds, provide local employment opportunities 
doing real restoration, gain real restoration and minimize 
the damage on the ground by keeping harvest levels low. 

The coalition broadened when the USFS and 
Undersecretary of Agriculture Mark Rey tried to shortcut 
public participation by skipping the appeals process. Ameri- 
can Wildlands, The Wilderness Society and the Pacific 
Rivers Council, who had been actively opposing the sale, 


When Montana ’s Bitterroot National Forest burned, environmentalists used 



by Matthew Koehler 


The wildfires of 2000 were a humbling reminder of Nature's 
power. They also showcased the fact that logging, roadbuilding 
and grazing are part of the overall "forest health" problem. 

However, to the US Forest Service (USFS) and timber 
industry, the wildfires represented a golden opportunity to 
return to the glory days of the 1980s when taxpayer-subsi- 
dized logging and roadbuilding dominated the landscape. 

In fact, while the wildfires were still burning, officials for 
the Bitterroot National Forest (BNF) in western Montana 
were using taxpayer dollars on an expensive public rela- 
tions campaign designed to whip the public into a frenzy 
and awaken the slumbering timber beast. 

In April 2001, following the propaganda campaign 
that turned science on its head, USFS officials proposed 


area 
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filed a lawsuit through Earthjustice 
to force the USFS to reinstate the 
appeals process. We filed a lawsuit 
on substantive grounds and joined 
in the argument for a preliminary 
injunction to force appeals before 
presiding Judge Donald Molloy. 

The plaintiff groups initially got 
a favorable decision from Molloy 
that stated the USFS cannot by- 
pass the administrative appeals 
process, but the government pro- 
ceeded to appeal that decision. 

Soon thereafter, we were ordered 
into mediation by Molloy. 

Judge Michael Hogan, the mediator, ordered the parties 
not to disclose the details of the mediation process. Since 
he retains authority over implementation of the settle- 
ment, and since the potential exists for plaintiffs to ap- 
proach him regarding violations of the settlement, we do 
not wish to risk discussing it any further. 

We worked hard to get into the position to make this 
decision, we were given the opportunity and seized it. 
Inevitably, other interested citizens and groups were af- 
fected. It remains our conviction that we can only settle 
our own rights in these matters. We did not and do not 
presume to act for others. 

Our belief is that we adhered substantially to three of the 
five goals stated above. What we traded to get some 
protection for uninventoried roadless areas and native fish 
strongholds, as well as providing some local employment, 


The log deck at the F.lk Point Two timber sale 

was a much larger cut volume than we had first considered. 
Overall, the settlement reduced the timber volume by 69 
percent and the area logged by 67 percent. It reduced the 
sale volume by about 121 million board feet and the area 
to be logged by about 30,000 acres. Although two-thirds of 
the project was held off, about one-third of the logging was 
allowed to go ahead. We waived our appeal and dismissed 
our lawsuits on those timber sales. The government also 
withdrew its appeal of the District Court's decision that the 
government could not skip the appeals process. There was 
a risk that this favorable decision could have been over- 
turned on appeal; the settlement eliminated that risk. 

We stopped 88 percent of the cut in uninventoried 
roadless areas. Almost all remaining logging in 
uninventoried roadless areas will be in the wildland 

continued on page 54 


different approaches to keep the logging trucks at hay... but at what price? 



a burned area "recovery" plan that included logging 280 
million board feet from 80,000 acres. Put more plainly, 
they planned to "restore" the Bitterroot by logging 
enough trees to fill 56,000 log trucks lined up end-to- 
end for 480 miles. 

In response to the USFS's massive logging proposal, 
forest activists and organizations in the Northern Rockies 
gathered in April 2001 to develop a comprehensive cam- 
paign to stop the USFS's logging plan. 

We also recognized the need to provide an alternative, a 
true recovery plan that would focus on restoring a fire- 
dependent landscape. A landscape which was damaged, 
not by the wildfire, but by a century's worth of logging, 
roadbuilding, grazing, fire suppression and, more recently, 
ATV use. 

Based on the best available science, our Conservation 


and Local Economy (CLE) alternative was — and still is— a 
model burned area recovery plan for the fire-dependent 
forests of the Northern Rockies. 

The CLE included no commercial logging, but still would 
have employed 821 local people — a perfect example of 
how a non-commodity restoration project can put people 
in rural communities to work restoring the forests instead 
of cutting them down. 

The question on many minds in the activist community is, 
"What the hell went wrong in the Bitterroot? " In my opinion, 
the answer to this question isn't found only in the court- 
ordered mediation room — although I believe a number of 
plaintiffs would admit that serious mistakes were made. 

On November 23, USFS Chief Dale Bosworth asked 
Undersecretary of Agriculture Mark Rey to sign the Record 

continued on page 54 


May-June 2002 Earth First! Page 5 




Wrenching the Bench 
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by Phaedra Travis, Sarah Coffey and Paul Marini 

There is no question that both the law and the legal 
system are used strategically against activists. Cops, 
often at the behest of corporations and the state, use the 
law to intimidate, monitor, attack and arrest activists. 
The laws used to prosecute us are made by the rich and 
privileged — the judges are rich and privileged — and as a 
community, we often don't have access to legal informa- 
tion and resources to protect ourselves. 

Laws continue to be created and interpreted at the 
whims of corporate interests. In addition, corporations 
can attack us with Strategic Lawsuits Against Public 
Participation (SLAPP) and other civil lawsuits to bank- 
rupt and demoralize us. And if you thought it was bad 
before, the passage of the “Uniting and Strengthening 
America by Providing Appropriate Tools Required to 
Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism" (USA PATRIOT) Act — 
as well as the rabid antI-“terrorist" culture — means any 
radical movement Is vulnerable to attack. 

It is important that we expand our collective ability 
and willingness to assist each other in legal battles. In 
criminal or civil defense cases, a dedicated legal support 
group can keep the case politically focused, create propa- 
ganda and work with the media In ways that most 
lawyers can't. They can assist attorneys so that the same 
local lawy ers don't always get burned out. The support 
group can provide legal trainings and help the commu- 
nity enforce its rights. As offensive legal action, the 
support group would be able to help with filing lawsuits 
against corporations, challenging corporate charters 
A and getting injunc- 

tive model. 


What are Law Collectives? 

While we've been socialized to think of legal arenas as 
accessible only to the powerful and rich, radical activist- 
based law collectives have been flowering across the US 
and Canada, challenging the accepted paradigm with 
remarkable success. They are creating bridges between the 
activist community and the legal community, demystifying 
the law, spreading valuable skills and providing critical 
support for campaigns. 

Contemporary law collectives are community-based ac- 
tivist organizations familiar with the law and the politics 
of the legal system. Every law collective defines itself, but 
most of the current collectives are organized on the affinity 
group model and use democratic decision-making pro- 
cesses. Since they are part of the communities they serve, 
law collectives can be issue-specific, focusing on the legal 
and political tactics most needed by that community. Most 
are comprised entirely of activists and legal workers; in 
fact, due to power dynamic issues, most collectives pur- 
posely exclude lawyers from membership. These groups 
work closely with their local legal community, but deci- 
sion-making ultimately remains within the group. 

Unlike legal teams, which are short-term and action- 
specific, law collectives are long-term structures with a 
wider scope of goals. Many of the recent collectives 
began as legal teams that had to reorganize in a crisis to 
be able to support all of those arrested. For example, the 
Midnight Special Law Collective began as the Direct 
Action Network Legal Team supporting the arrestees at 
the World Trade Organization protests in November 
1999. Working with local lawyers, they did legal re- 
search, outlined motions, created tools for jury selec- 
tion. created courtroom displays and coordinated a team 
of jury analysts. In addition to attorney support, they 
supported defendants directly by designing a database 
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to keep track of all arrestees and their court dates. This 
enabled them to draw public awareness to the political 
prosecutions by writing press releases, organizing rallies 
and gathering supporters to pack the courtrooms. Ulti- 
mately, of the 600 activists arrested on misdemeanor 
charges, a handful accepted plea bargains and only six 
went to trial, resulting in one conviction. 

Since then, the New York People's Law Collective, the 
DC Justice and Solidarity Coalition, R2K Legal in Philadel- 
phia, Up Against the Law Motherfuckers! in Philadelphia, 
Quebec Legal, 

Cincinnati Le- 
gal Collective, 

Ontario Com- 
mon Front Legal 
in Toronto, the 
Portland People's 
Law Collective and 
other groups have been 
organized and sus- 
tained through the 
tireless work 
of activists 
committed to 
educating and 
supporting people 

targeted by the legal _ 

system as a result of their 
political activity. 

In addition to providing legal sup- 
port for direct actions and demonstrations, law 
collectives work on various other projects. For example, 
the Cincinnati Legal Collective works to support the 
Coalition for a Just Cincinnati's boycott of downtown 
Cincinnati following the 2001 killing of Timothy Thomas, 
an unarmed 19-year-old African-American; Midnight Spe- 
cial is working with a local community group to design a 
training for advocates who work with complainants in the 
Citizens' Police Review Board hearings; and the Portland 
People's Law Collective has worked to provide trainings 
about grand juries and is setting up a "brief bank" to give 
activists access to useful legal motions and documents. 

People's Law Collectives in the 
Environmental Movement 

Our ability to protect and support those facing state 
tactics of "legal" repression is essential to the success of our 
movement. Further, the ability to monkeywrench the 
legal system is a valuable tool that belongs in the hands of 
everyone facing it. By understanding the points of inter- 
vention in the legal system we can and have effectively 
turned the machine on itself, with stunning results. 

Currently, no law collectives exist within the radical 
environmental community. Dedicated individuals and 
lawyers provide support, and they are often over- 
whelmed with the amount of work they face. With 
more community participation, skills and knowledge — 
and with less reliance on experts like lawyers — the 
movement will be less vulnerable. In addition, if our 
legal support comes from within our community, it 
will be accountable and relevant. 



No amount of legal expertise can replace a strong move- 
ment, but by deepening our collective understanding of the 
legal system, spreading the tools to fight it and keeping 
decision-making power in the hands of the people affected by 
those decisions, activist-based law collectives are helping to 
strengthen the movement. 

How to Start a Law Collective 

The myth that you need special training to understand 
the law has been perpetuated in order to keep power in the 

hands of the privi- 
leged. You don't 
need any special 
_ skills, just a 
group of dedi- 
cated people 
and some time 
on your hands. 
First, decide 
what commu- 
nity you are 
serving, what 
the needs of the 
community are 
and what your 
focus will be. 

All of the existing 
law collectives are in- 
terested in helping new 
groups organize themselves, 
and in addition to provid- 
ing basic legal infor- 
mation, many 
_ have materials 

■x - ** 

about coordi- 
nating action support and court support. More informa- 
tion is available on their websites. 

Paul Marini and Sarah Coffey are two of the founding members 
of the Midnight Special Law Collective. Phaedra Travis has been 
working with MSLC since Fehmary of 2000. Phaedra is a bisexual 
woman from the South who believes world rewlution is the only 
way to save the planet. Paid is a musician and studies martial arts, 
and Sarah is a massage therapist headed for law school. 


Law Collective Contacts 

Cincinnati Legal Collective, 
cincylawcollective@yahoo.com 
DC Justice and Solidarity Collective, 
carol@justiceandsolldarity.org 
Midnight Special, 

(510) 834-1883; www.midnightspecial.net 
New York People's Law Collective, 
www.tao.ca/~nycplc 

Ontario Common Front Legal Committee, 
(416) 925-6939; www.ocap.ca/dispatch.cgi/legal 
Quebec Legal Collective, 

(418) 264-7873; www.quebeclegal.org 
R2K Legal, 

(215) 925-6791; www.r2kphilly.org 
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Australia’s longest-running Forest Blockade Busted 



by GECO 

The Goongera Environmental 
Centre (GECO) is a political and 
education collective working for 
the protection of the remaining 
old-growth forests in East 
Gippsland, Victoria, Australia. 

This is achieved by — networking 
with other environment groups, 
endangered species surveying, 
monitoring of logging operations 
and nonviolent direct action. The 
most important GECO action 
camp was Goolengook fort, 

Australia's longest-running for- 
est blockade. 

On March 5, one week after the 

sustainable yield figures for East tion is oeing ignored as exciusio 

Gippsland were released, Goolengook Unit and NRE maintain a 24-hour pres- zones extend and arrests accumulah 

fort was busted. The fort had been a ence, preventing any unauthorized with more than 70 thus far. Howeve: 

stronghold for the protection of old- persons from entering the state forest, the destruction of the fort and ere< 

growth forests during the last five years, including mainstream media and ab- tion of exclusion zones has not stoppe 

The Department of Natural Resources original elders. those that care for this ancien 

and Environment (NRE) and 40 police On the second day after the bust, Gondwanic forest, 

enteredthefortbeforedawn. Whileone two people locked down — one to the People from all around Austra 
person scurried up a treesit and another bridge crossing Goolengook River and lia have converged to aid its re; 

locked on to a dragon (metal sleeve in the other to a culvert on the road. The cue. "Despite anunprecedente 

the ground) at the front of the blockade, culvert lockdown took police six hours and heavy-handed response fror 

the fort was nevertheless destroyed. to remove. One tactic of removal was the government, we are detei 

An immediate exclusion zone was to flick bull ants down the culvert, mined to halt the destruction c 
enforced, and gates were erected on There was only one report of a police this last remaining area of unprc 

Goolengook Road. Originally, the pro- officer being bitten. tected old-growth forest," sai 

testers were informed that the exclu- Fifty people gathered at the GECO's Fiona York, 
sion zones were 150 meters from the Puggaree and Goolengook Road fort, Activists can help by making done 
site and 300 meters from any machin- for "family day" on March 10. Ab- tions of money or equipment. For mor 

ery, however, within the weeks that original elders, concerned residents information, contact GECO, RSI 

followed, the exclusion zones ex- of surrounding areas and protesters Bonang Rd, Goongrah, Victoria, Au; 

panded to incorporate most of the approached the gate, where a formi- tralia 3888; (03) 51540156; (03 

forest. The local police, Force Response dable incident occurred. The NRE 51540157 (fax); www.geco.org.au. 

The Feral Culture of Goolengook, Australia 

by Graham St. John and Atom Fish 

Many of the activists at Goolengook can be characterized, in their own language, as "feral." Definitively "returning to the 
wild" from more "domesticated" circumstances, feral people are intimately connected to the history and practice of radical 
ecology in Australia. They have a deep attachment to threatened native biota and indigenes, are inspired by the Pagan 
principles of deep ecology, have personal and prescriptive anti-consumeristic attitudes and defend organic ecologies. 

The feral people have appeared at the crossroads of several trajectories: hippie, punk and anarchistic youth cultures, the 
emergence of a nomadic squatting/activist movement and the valorization of aboriginality. Ferality can be seen as an 
authentic condition of evoking disorder, unpredictability and wildness. Permissive and autonomous, the Goolengook fort 
has been a liberated space where ferality could be performed via direct activism and dutiful eco-spiritual commitment. 
In their methods of defending "the rights of nature," Earth First! has influenced this "Earth volunteer army" as the "ferals" 
too are the radical offspring of the ecological conservation movement. 

The non-commodified spectacular/activist feral subculture at Goolengook, made it its goal to celebrate and defend 
natural and cultural heritage. For these reasons the Australian ferals are close relatives of Earth First! 

Graham St. John, graham@wild.net.au, is a cultural anthropologist based in Melbourne, Australia. His research speciality is 
contemporary youth cultures, especially direct activist cultures possessing environmental sensibilities. 

■ 
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A threatened ancient eucalyptus 


officer in charge physically 
assaulted a documentary film 
producer. 

The police and NRE also used 
heavy-handed techniques to re- 
move activists from treesits and 
lockdowns including the use of 
pressure points, starvation and 
dehydration. The NRE tried to 
impose a fire ban at Goolengook, 
even though there was no fire ban 
-o in place for the East Gippsland 
I area, and they have undertaken 
the position of parking inspec- 
| tors, distributing parking tickets 
§ for cars parked on the wrong side 
= of the road. The public's right to 
protest and scrutinize the opera- 
tion is being ignored as exclusion 
zones extend and arrests accumulate, 
with more than 70 thus far. However, 
the destruction of the fort and erec- 
tion of exclusion zones has not stopped 
those that care for this ancient 
Gondwanic forest. 

People from all around Austra- 
lia have converged to aid its res- 
cue. "Despite an unprecedented 
and heavy-handed response from 
the government, we are deter- 
mined to halt the destruction of 
this last remaining area of unpro- 
tected old-growth forest," said 
GECO's Fiona York. 

Activists can help by making dona- 
tions of money or equipment. For more 
information, contact GECO, RSD 
Bonang Rd, Goongrah, Victoria, Aus- 
tralia 3888; (03) 51540156; (03) 
51540157 (fax); www.geco.org.au. 





Old Growth logging 
Ends on New Zealand 


"This is a great day for the forests and a wonderful 
victory for nonviolent direct action," said Native Forest 
Action Spokesperson Peter Russell about the announce- 
ment to end old growth logging on public lands in New 
Zealand. The 30-year campaign was a long and bitter 
struggle, that witnessed many activists arrested and in- 
jured. A variety of tactics — from treesits to legal work — 
were used to champion this victory for native forests. 

Last year, New Zealand's Labor government intro- 
duced hard-won legislation that ended logging of pub- 
licly owned temperate rainforests. In words unfamiliar 
to US politicians, Pete Hodgson, the minister respon- 
sible for timber- 
lands, told parlia- 
ment that, "These 
lowland forests are 
considered by many 
New Zealanders to 
be a unique and sig- 
nificant part of our 
natural heritage, 
too valuable for 
logging of any sort 
to continue." 

On April 1, all 
1 30,000 hectares of native forest held by the state-owned 
logging company Timberlands West Coast were trans- 
ferred to the Department of Conservation. Several na- 
tional parks and reserves were extended and two new 
conservation parks are being created. "We urge you to 
take this example from the South Pacific to heart and 
continue struggling for a complete end to logging of 
remnant old-growth forests, the world over," wrote 
Garrick Martin from Native Forest Action to forest activ- 
ists everywhere. 

The West Coast region now has more than 85 percent of 
its land protected as a public preserve. A huge volume of 
timber is milled in the area, but almost all of it is from 
plantation sources. There is a very small cut of native 
timber from "sustainable" operations on private land. The 
150-year-old logging of West Coast forests has been a 
classic example of the extractive industry — no native 
forest of any commercial significance has been replanted. 


Public Lands 


In November 2000, the New Zealand Labor Party was 
elected to office on a platform of canceling the temperate 
beech rainforest logging proposed by Timberlands and 
ending its logging of the rimu forests. The Labor Party's 
tough policy followed revelations last year that Timber- 
lands had hired the New Zealand branch of Shandwick, an 
international public relations company, Shandwick, to run 
a secret campaign to gain support for an expansion of 
logging. Leaked documents revealed that part of the cam- 
paign involved trying to influence the Labor Party's policy 
as well as seeking to "neutralize likely opposition" from 
conservation groups. In one of its first acts, the government 
announced the end of the beech scheme proposal. In 
reaction, Timberlands' supporters waged a vigorous cam- 
paign, including a large public rally, in support of rimu 
forest logging. 

Since last year, the government has allowed logging of 500- 

year-old rimu trees to 
continue in the eco- 
logically important 
Orikaka forest, home 
to threatened species 
including the great 
spotted kiwi. Hodgson 
explained, "The deci- 
sion would achieve a 
significant conserva- 
tion gain while mini- 
mizing the risk of job 
losses. Allowing it to 
continue until 2007 would be too long from a conservation 
point of view. Ending it immediately would give the timber 
and furniture industries no time to adjust, putting jobs at 
risk. Our proposal balances those considerations. It would 
mean job losses need not occur." 

Now the buffer period has ended, and Native Forest 
Action has confirmed that logging of old growth has stopped 
on public lands in New Zealand. Conservation Minister 
Sandra Lee said it was noteworthy that since the legislation 
passed "the sky didn't fall in on the West Coast" and that 
the economy was booming. Royal Forest and Bird Protec- 
tion Society President Gerry McSweeney hailed the end of 
state-sponsored native logging as a "landmark for conserva- 
tion. The last rimu log from public land on the West Coast 
has been milled. The rainforests may be locked up to the 
loggers, but since the end of felling in my area, the chains 
and padlocks have come down, and the forests are open 
once more to the public." 


These lowland forests are considered by many 
NewZealanderstobeauniqueandsignificant 
part of our natural heritage, too valuable for 
logging of any sort to continue. 
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by Cat Hemlock 

Faslane Peace Camp began in 1982 
when a group of anti-nuclear protesters 
pitched camp on a small strip of land 
opposite the Gareloch in Dunbartonshire, 
Scotland. Their original intention was to 
stay for only two weeks. Yet, when they 
realized the enormity of their task, 
they decided that the peace camp would 
be an organizing base for direct action 
protests against the nuclear presence. The 
tents were replaced by caravans as they 
set about planning the first of what was to 
be a long series of nonviolent actions. 

Opposite the Faslane Peace Camp, 
hidden behind an ugly razor-wire 
fence, is HMS Faslane — home to 
the UK's four V-class submarines 
fitted with Trident nuclear weap- 
ons. Each submarine can carry up 
to 16 missiles, each missile can 
carry up to eight warheads and 
each warhead is eight times more 
powerful than the bomb dropped 
on Hiroshima. If a missile is fired, 
the warheads are programmed to 
disperse while still in the air, so 
that they destroy as much land as 
possible. It doesn't take much to 
imagine what effect this could have 
on the land and people. I don't know 
much about Hiroshima, but I 
know enough to be haunted. I know 
deep in my soul that nothing like 
that should ever happen again, and 
we all need to do everything in our 
power to get rid of nuclear weapons. 

When the peace camp was started, 
the hostility of the Cold War and the 
ever-increasing nuclear arsenals of the 
US, Russia and the UK made a lot of 
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people anxious about the possibility 
of an all-out nuclear war. In the '80s 
there were permanent protest sites all 
across Europe, today Faslane is the 
only site left. 

Faslane Peace Camp was started as a 
protest against the Polaris subs, which 
were decommissioned and replaced 
with Trident systems. During the last 


20 years, activists have come and gone, 
but what has kept the peace camp 
together through many crises (and 
cold, wet Scottish Winters) is a strong 
sense of community and mutual sup- 
port. It's this sense of community that 
hooked me into moving up there after 
my first visit last Spring. 

What also makes the peace camp so 
powerful is the spirit of resistance; it's 


a space where people are living ac- 
cording to their beliefs, not accepting 
the status quo of the state. Violence is 
not permitted, sexism is not really an 
issue at the moment and all decisions 
are made by consensus. There is space 
for anyone interested in anti-nuclear 
activism who is willing to work hard as 
part of a community. It's not an easy 
life by any stretch of the imagination, 
but I learned and grew more in the five 
months I spent at the peace camp 
than in years of formal education. If 
we are really committed to creating a 
society free from violence, oppres- 
sion and domination, we need to form 
communities free from all these things. 
This is what the peace camp is trying 
to achieve. 

Being there was an important les- 
son in living closer to nature. You 
can't close your door and shut out the 
natural world; you have no choice 
but to work with it, instead of against 
it. I found this incredibly peaceful 
and healing on a deep level, even 
though it took a lot more energy. 
There is a kind of beauty and 
power in living like that which I 
don't feel in the city. 

Memories of being there crowd my 
head; all the times I spent around the 
firepit just enjoying being with friends, 
eating delicious food cooked on the 
slightly temperamental wood stove, 
sunbathing topless on the beach, walk- 
ing up to the mill pond, the waterfall 
and Granny Oak — a gorgeous, wise 
and centuries-old tree. 

There have been a host of actions at 
Faslane during the last year. In Sep- 
tember, three women of the Feminist 




ON THE FOUNDING OF FASLANE PEACE CAMP: “June 1 2, 1 982, started off gray and miserable but 
ended up a lovely, warm, happy day. At 9:30 a.m., H of us set off in convoy for Faslane Submarine Base. We d bad 
all kinds of dire warnings from Dumbarton Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament that we’d be immediately arrested 
for sedition so our feelings were a mixture of apprehension and excitement. We arrived at the site we had chosen for 
the camp and started putting up tents and banners. By mid-day, we had the two tents up and the kettle on when along 
came our first encounter with the Ministry of Defense (MoD). They informed us that we were on MoD land and 
would have to move, but not to worry because they had found us another site. Down the road about 500 yards was 
the perfect place. There was a stream behind us and a tunnel which crossed over the busy main road. The land also 
belonged to Strathclyde Regional Council which had declared itself a nuclear-free zone. We moved the tents, re- 
erected the banners, lit a fire and set up camp. We sat around the fire singing peace songs and dreaming of a “brave 
new world,” hoping that Faslane Peace Camp could help in any small way to stop the arms race.” 



Time to Trash the Tridents demonstration at Faslane 


Avengers sat on top of a truck in a 
nuclear weapons convoy. In October, 
four activists climbed onto the first 
floor ledge of the Ministry of Defense 
building in Glasgow and locked down 
the day after the bombing started in 
Afghanistan, with a banner asking: 
"What do the dead eat?" 

There was also a banner drop from 
a crane in Glasgow with a message of 
"welfare not warfare” and an adver- 
tisement for "Okblok” — a mass 
action organized by Trident 
Ploughshares and the Scottish Cam- 
paign for Nuclear Disarmament that 
was held at Faslane in October to 
blockade the base for a day. Okblok 
itself was amazing, with nearly 800 
activists coming from all around 
the UK and Europe to peacefully block- 


ade Faslane and 
shut it down. 

There were 
convoy block- 
ades in Novem- 
ber and March. 

People man- 
aged to get on, 
under and in 
front of the 
convoys and to 
cause consider- 
able disruption 
to stop them for 
about half an 
hour each time. At the convoy block- 
ade in March, one activist even man- 
aged to escape from the police van he 
was being held in and hide under one 
of the trucks. 

On February 11-13, we 
managed to cause a lot of 
general disruption and 
chaos. A more than 500- 
person demonstration 
was made festive by pro- 
testers dressed as charac- 
ters from the Mad Hatter's 
tea party, while others 
sealed themselves inside 
a giant dragon marking 
the Chinese New Year. 
One protester climbed 
onto the North gate of the 
| base and worked to dis- 
s mantle the razor wire 
| keeping it closed. During 
5> the three days, nearly 200 
| people were arrested at the 
^blockades, mostlv for 
breach of the peace. 

The peace camp has a 
20-year history full of simi- 


lar tales of protests and actions taken 
to trash the tridents. 

All are welcome — including all past, 
future, current and potential peace 
campers — to come and celebrate 20 
years of resistance against the nuclear 
death machine at an action camp the 
week of June 7-15. Plans have not 
been finalized yet, but there will be 
workshops, actions against the base 
and a birthday party. 

The peace camp means a lot to me 
because it is unique and special, be- 
cause it is a place of enormous en- 
ergy and inspiration. It is where I 
learned how powerful 1 can be, how 
powerful we all can be if we work 
together in a community and chal- 
lenge things like violence, sexism 
and oppression. 

For more information, contact 
Faslane Peace Camp. Shandon, 
Helensburgh, Argyll, Scotland, 
G84 8NT; (0143) 682-0901; 

faslanepeacecampC hotmaiI.com; 
www . faslan epea cecamp . org . 

Cat Hemlock is a environmental activ- 
ist and writer living in Cascadia. 
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Halt! Peaceful protesters stop the nuclear weapons convoy 


photo courtesy Scottish CNU 




agile Land 

Wilderness 


by Terry Tempest Williams 

For many Americans, the Bush administration's energy 
plan, developed by Vice President Dick Cheney, is an 
abstraction at best, and at worst a secret. Here in the 
redrock desert of southern Utah, it is literally an Earth- 
shaking reality. 

Oil and gas exploration is going on in the form of seismic 
tests — conducted with what are called thumper trucks — in 
sensitive wildlands adjacent to Arches and Canyonlands 
National Parks. Recently, with a group of friends all deeply 
concerned about the fate of one of America's most trea- 
sured landscapes, I witnessed the destructive power of the 
thumper trucks on the fragile desert. 


Lines drawn on the map marked the physical corridors 
where four 50, 000-pound trucks would crawl cross-country, 
tamping the desert for clues as to where oil might be found. 
As we set out to look for the trucks, our task was simplified by 
a helicopter flying overhead with a long cable carrying what 
appeared to be an enormous doughnut. It was a tire. We 
watched where it was dropped and hiked to the work site. 

A thumper truck was stuck, tilted on its side, lodged 
precariously in the steep banks of a wash. Its rear left tire, 
as tall as the man staring at it, was not only flat but torn off 
its axle by an unseen boulder. Parked nearby was a white 
truck — the "smart box” where WesternGeco, the company 
contracted to do this preliminary work, records and com- 
piles all the seismic information. 


Each truck in the convoy lowered a steel plate onto the desert, clamped tight, 
applied some 64,000 pounds of pressure against the sand and then sent a jolt of 
seismic waves below to record density. The ground went into a seizure. When 
the steel plate lifted, the once-supple red sand had turned to concrete. 


We had a Bureau of Land Management (BLM) map 
showing the territory leased by Eclipse Exploration of 
Denver — 23,000 acres elevated in priority for exploration 
and drilling under the Bush energy plan. We oriented 
ourselves from atop the sandstone cliffs above the Colo- 
rado River that overlook this pristine country of Entrada 
sandstone formations, pinyon and juniper forests and 
fragile alkaline desert. It is one of the proposed preserves 
in the Redrock Wilderness bill before Congress, which 
would protect these lands from new leases for oil drilling 
and exploration. 


Three other thumper trucks were at work about half a 
mile ahead. Behind them was pulverized Earth: a 15-foot 
swath of beaten down and broken junipers, blackbrush, 
rabbitbrush, squawbush and cliffrose. The delicate desert 
crust that holds the red sand in place from wind and 
erosion, known as cryptobiotic soil, was obliterated. 

In January, Jayne Belnap, a US Geological Survey expert 
on soil damage, submitted an official comment letter to the 
BLM about the fragility of desert crusts, warning that it 
could take from 50 to 300 years for the dry soil to recover 
from the damage incurred by heavy equipment. 


Page 12 Earth First! Beltane 2002 


Up dose, the thumper trucks creeping across the desert, 
following a path of fluorescent pink ribbons, looked like 
gigantic insects, gnawing and clawing, articulating right 
and left as they balanced themselves across the rugged 
terrain. Fumes from hydraulic fluid stung our eyes, and the 
noise threatened to blow out human eardrums. The men in 
the trucks were reading newspapers as the operation pro- 
ceeded, computerized and routine. 

At the designated stops, each truck in the convoy low- 
ered a steel plate onto the desert, clamped tight, applied 
some 64,000 pounds of pressure against the sand and then 
sent a jolt of seismic waves below to record density. The 
ground went into a seizure. Sand flew and smoke obscured 
the horizon where Skyline Arch and Sand Dune Arch — the 
Windows section of Arches National Park — stand. When 
the steel plate lifted, the once-supple red sand had turned 
to concrete. 

The trucks moved forward, post to post, now scraping 
sandstone with the chains around their tires, heading 
straight for a spring where 100-year-old cottonwood trees 
provided a rare canopy of shade alongside a creek. We ran 
ahead, not believing the trucks would force a road into this 
fragile desert oasis, but they did, gunning the gas, breaking 
down stands of squawbush and willows and ripping right 
on through the cottonwood shoots. There was nothing we 
could do but watch. This was our country's new energy 
plan, translated into action. 


A manager from the BLM suddenly appeared, and I felt 
a flash of relief, thinking he had come to stop this 
sacrifice of wild country that might at best yield a tiny 
fraction of the supply of fuel this oil-hungry nation uses 
every year. He was perturbed, but not by the trucks 
plowing through the cottonwood wash. He had come to 
monitor us, the public, walking on public lands. The 
bureau had received a call, he told us, saying that we 
might be harassing the operation and putting the project 
at risk. 

I should not have been surprised. I knew that a memo- 
randum sent by the BLM to field offices on January 4, 
said that when an oil and gas parcel is leased for explo- 
ration and drilling, or when an application for permis- 
sion to drill comes in the door, this work must be the 
number one priority: 

We asked the land manager if he had the jurisdiction to 
redirect the thumper trucks from this riverbed to an al- 
ready established seismic road to the south. "We've got the 
discretion to make them do that," he said. "But, in the end, 
it's all a trade-off. We've chosen to just accept the project 
as they give it to us." He paused. "You can see the pink 
ribbons on the trees," he said. "They've had it all staked out 
since September." 

Reprinted from the New York Times. 

Terry Tempest Williams is the author of Refuge and 
Red: Passion and Patience in the Desert. 



The Seismic Tests of the Thumpers Interrupted 


The thumper trucks conducting 
seismic tests in the Utah desert were 
interrupted in late February by the 
Department of the Interior's Board of 
Land Appeals. The trucks, which leave 
deep indentations in the desert crust, 
were crisscrossing a 36-square-mile 
section of roadless desert near Arches 
National Park. 

"Without field glasses, you 
wouldn't even be able to see [the 
damage]," said Bill Stringer, an as- 
sistant field manager with the Bu- 
reau of Land Management (BLM). 
According to the Southern Utah Wil- 


derness Alliance (SUWA), that's not 
the point: the environmental dam- 
age is. SUWA says that the BLM hur- 
ried through an Environmental 
Assessment of the oil exploration 
project near Arches. 

"If the Bush administration will drill 
[for oil] in these beautiful places, they 
will drill anywhere," said SUWA's Liz 
Thomas. SUWA wants to see the area 
designated as wilderness. 

Last year, outside Canyonlands Na- 
tional Park, the hungry search for oil 
also involved using the 50,000-pound 
thumper trucks. With that project 


finished and the Arches work halted 
at present, the BLM is eager to con- 
vince the appeals board that no real 
harm was being done and that the 
thumper trucks should continue. 

The appeals board issued the stop 
work order until it can review the SUWA 
appeal of the project and the BLM's 
original Environmental Assessment. 

For more information on how to 
help keep the thumper trucks out 
and stop oil drilling in Utah's re- 
maining wilderness, contact SUWA, 
(801) 486-7639 x. 10; margi@suwa.org; 
www.suwa.org. 
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Keep the Allotments Closed 

Phoenix EFl Squares Off with the Tonto National Forest 



by Ray Leinkuehler 

In the northern most reaches of the Sonoran desert, 
the Tonto National Forest is an area of great beauty 
caught amongst multiple human abuses. The impacts 
of more than a century of trampling and grazing by 
domestic livestock have taken its toll on the Tonto, 
leaving visible scars in the form of eroded soils, de- 
graded watersheds, ravaged riparian areas and declin- 
ing wildlife populations. This area, comprised of a 
mosaic of desert, chaparral and pinion pine biomes, 
has been forced to endure the pressures Of livestock 
grazing as a result of a powerful livestock lobby and the 
US Forest Service {USFS). 

A brief look at the historical and current effects of grazing 
on the Tonto illustrates the transformation that this area 
has undergone since the arrival of cattle in southern and 
central Arizona. According to the accounts of some.of the 
Tonto’s earliest ranchers, in 1870, knee-high perennial 
grasses covered the arid grassland portions of the Tonto. 
Lush riparian vegetation and gallery forests lined the banks 
of streams, which seeped throughout the Tonto. - 

Between 1870 and 1890, livestock numbers in Arizona 
skyrocketed from 5,000 to, one-and-a-half million and in 
1893, there was a severe drought. By the time Forest ranger 
Fred Croxen reported on the history of livestock-grazing 
on the Tonto in the 1920s, the grasses were gone; many 
creeks and streams had dried up; and the riparian wood- 
land forests had been cut down by ranchers. for livestock 
forage, fuel and fence posts. The Ton:: Forest has yet to 
return to its former glory. 

The negative impact that grazing has had on the 
Tonto is well reflected in USFS documentation. An 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 1985 
Forest Plan showed that 18 out of 24 watersheds across 
the forest were in unsatisfactory condition, due in large 


part to grazing. The EIS also attributed declining wild- 
life populations to competition between livestock and 
wildlife for forest vegetation. More recently, the USFS 
released a biological assessment which found that out 
of the 25 allotments studied, 19 had “unsatisfactory” 
soil conditions. 

Livestock grazing is continuing to reduce the ecological 
health of the Tonto Forest. For those who care about the 
Earth and the Sonoran desert, the next question becomes: 
What is to be done about it? 

A Time for Action 

Drought is a powerful and natural part of arid ecosys- 
tems and biomes. However, drought combined with live- 
stock grazing can have extreme ecological consequences. 
Beginning in 1996, the Tonto area fell under a drought, 
which in March, was still ongoing. In the absence of 
rainfall, cattle on the Tonto grazed desperately on what 
little forage was available. With no forage left to sustain 
grazing, the USFS was forced to close 42 out of 84 allot- 
ments to livestock grazing. 

For the first time in decades, more than 50 percent of 
the Tonto is free of the bovine menace. The drought 
closure has provided activists with an opportunity to 
make sure ft stays closed. It is the position of the Earth 
First! collective in Phoenix that the allotments must stay 
closed forever. 

In April 2001, when we discovered that half the forest 
was closed to grazing, Phoenix EF: began gathering infor- 
mation to make a clear argument against grazing on the 
Tonto Forest. On June 6, 2001, we presented Forest Super- 
visor Karl Siderits with a list of demands that included 
keeping the 42 allotments closed. 

We organanized the community against grazing on the 
Tonto. We spread the Tonto's message via workshops, 
banner drops and street theater. Then in August, the 
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USFS announced that the drought 
had receded. In keeping with the 
drought policy, the USFS expressed 
its intention to restock the 42 allot- 
ments. This increased the stakes for 
action, and just as Phoenix EF! was 
planning out a year-long campaign 
strategy, more distressing informa- 
tion came to light. 

The USFS had promised to inform 
us of any new developments in the 
drought closure. Somehow, they for- 
got this promise and reopened the 
Pinto Creek allotment right under 
our noses. This was disheartening 
news, for Pinto Creek had made a 
magnificent come-back from live- 
stock grazing abuses, with lush ripar- 
ian vegetation lining its banks. 

As Winter settled across the 
Sonoran desert, morale in our band 
of desert dwellers was as low as the 
evening temperature, with the cattle- 
free vision of the Tonto wavering. 
We decided that the only way to 
keep the allotments closed was to 
begin organizing a direct action cam- 
paign against the USFS. 

On February 20, four members of 
Phoenix EF! locked down in the 
Tonto's main office in Phoenix. Enter- 
ing the lobby, it is only 20 feet from 
the door to the front desk. We locked 
down in a line, with one pipe right in 
the doorway to prevent people from 
coming in. 

The lockdown couldn't have gone 
better. We spent weeks practicing 
the lockdown scenario, slyly taking 
measurements of the USFS lobby 
and hopping out of our truck and 
into the quarter-inch thick steel 
pipes. The practice paid off. The 
USFS, which had grown accustomed 
to our demonstrations outside the 
main office, was not prepared for 
this kind of action. The blank ex- 
pressions of innocent confusion 
upon their faces, made the whole 
action worthwhile. 

It was not long before the thugs 
from the Phoenix Police Department 
came on the scene. One officer 


proudly strode in and announced 
not to worry, that he had dealt with 
Earth Firstlers in Idaho and would 
break our arms or swab our eyes 
with pepper spray if that was what 
it would take to get us out of the 
lobby. Not wanting the kind of 
publicity that goes along with broken- 
armed and burning-eyed peaceful 
protesters, the USFS quickly in- 
formed the police there was no need 
for those tactics. 

We were able to close the building 
down. The objective of the action 
was to draw media attention to the 
drought closure, which we succeeded 
in doing. After two hours, the USFS 
told us that if we unlocked on our 
own, they would not press charges. 
Having accomplished what we came 
for, we agreed and joined the rest of 
the protest with no arrests. 

Despite the action's success, it is 
clear that one lockdown is not go- 
ing to stop the Tonto from reopen- 
ing the 41 remaining allotments. 
Phoenix EF! will continue to orga- 
nize and take direct action. If the 
Tonto is to remain free of the abuses 
of livestock grazing, it will take the 
support and involvement of the 
entire community of activists in 
Phoenix and throughout Arizona. 
To stop the decline of biodiversity 
throughout the desert, grasslands 
and forest, as a result of livestock 
grazing and private interests, now is 
the time to take action to keep the 
drought closure. 

For more information, contact Phoe- 
nix EF!, POB 5564, Phoenix, AZ 85010; 
phoenixef@excite.com. 



The impacts of more than a century of trampling and grazing by 
domestic livestock have taken its toll on the Tonto, leaving visible 
scars in the form of eroded soils, degraded watersheds, ravaged 
riparian areas and declining wildlife populations. 
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Bush Shifts Burdens of 

Toxic Cleanups 

The Superfund program was cre- 
ated in 1980 under the slogan "the 
polluter pays." Yet for years, the 
reserves in the Superlund bank ac- 
count have continued to dwindle. 

The Bush administration decided 
to designate fewer sites for restora- 
tion and to shift tire majority of the 
costs of toxic site cleanup from in- 
dustry to taxpayers. 

The trust fund has been used to 
clean up nearly 30 percent ol more 
than 1,500 sites on the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency’s national 
priority list. The fund inis used cor- 
porate tases to clean upcontamina- 
tion at sites where tire responsible 
party could not pay or be identified, 
as well for emergency actions. 

In 1995, Congress lei the corpo- 
rate taxes expire under pressure from 
the chemical and oil industries. The 
trust fund dwindled from nearly 
four billion dollars in 1996 to a 
projected $28 million next year. 
President Bush did not reauthorize 
the taxes last year in the budget, 
and the proposed budget for 2003 is 
no different. 

Technophobes May be Right 

I hose who dispute tire claim of 
universal benefits from communi- 
cations technologies are often 
called technophobes, hut evidence 
shows that they may be right, says 
a researcher at Pennsylvania State 
University. The prevailing view 
that the more technology we have, 
the better off we are, just isn’t 
bin in out by the evidence, says 
Dr. Steven Sawyer. 

In a recent issue of the journal of 
the American Sett ietv for Information 
Sciences and Tec Imology, Sawyer a rut 
fellow researchers found three com- 
mon findings: information and 
communication technology (ICT) 
use leads to multiple and some- 
times paradoxical effects; ICT use 
shapes thought and action in ways 
that benefit some groups more than 
others and these differential effects 
often have inoral and ethical con- 
sequences; and a reciprocal rela- 
tionship exists between ICT design, 
implementation, use and the con- 
text in whlcti they occur. 
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The Fight to Protect 

the Last Wild Buffalo 


February and March were intense months for the last 
wild buffalo in the US and the activists protecting them. 
Agents from the Montana Department of Livestock (DOL), 
US Forest Service, National Park Service and the Montana 
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks Department have 
continued their assault against the buffalo who wander 
outside of Yellowstone National Park in search of food 
during the Winter and Spring. 

In late February, the DOL slaughtered the first pregnant 
bison of the year. Nine yearlings and pregnant females 
were captured, and five were killed. According to activists 
present, no attempt was made to move the bison back into 
the park. As of the first week of March, 39 buffalo had been 
killed. In response to the government's continued geno- 
cidal campaign against the buffalo, activists carried out a 
number of actions to save the lives of the buffalo and to 
draw attention to their plight. 

Lockdown at the Montana DOL 

On March 4, four women locked themselves together in 
the office of the DOL's Executive Director Marc Bridges in 
a protest against the slaughter of wild buffalo . Abbi Dunlap, 
Emily Kodama, Julia Piaskowski and Jennifer Schneider 
called for a moratorium on the slaughter of the last wild 
buffalo. They demanded that the DOL end its role in 
buffalo management because of its failure to uphold basic 
environmental protection standards. 

"These are the last wild buffalo in the US and if the 
government won't do its duty to protect [them], then I 
believe we have a moral obligation to act on their behalf," 
wrote Kodama in a statement. 

"I have tried writing and talking with the DOL about the 
bison/brucellosis issue. They don't care what I have to say, " 
Piaskowski explained. "They have lied to me and disre- 
garded my concerns. All I have left is my body and my 
convictions, and I feel deeply compelled to take nonviolent 
action to prevent the bison slaughter. My hope is that by 
locking my body in the DOL's headquarters, they can no 
longer ignore their shameful role in slaughtering bison." 

The women occupied the office for an hour before seven 
police officers carried them — still connected — out of the 
building and transported them to the county jail. 

Capture Facility Blockaded 

A man, identifying himself only as "Coyote," blocked 
Forest Service Road 610 to the Horse Butte bison capture 
facility on March 6, as state and federal officials were 
preparing to haze and capture bison. Coyote effectively 
closed the gate at the head of the road by locking his 
arms into two 55-gallon barrels on either side of the gate. 
A large banner, stating "Bison Belong on National For- 
ests, " was unfurled near the blockade. Officers closed the 
area to the public and the media and prohibited anyone 
from viewing the blockade or from coming within 20 
feet of the road. 



Being loaded onto the bus after the DOL lockdown 


As the blockade was being cleared and Coyote was arrested, 
agents began a hazing operation along the Madison River. 
The agents used snowmobiles to haze six bison that were 
grazing along the river about a mile outside of Yellowstone. 
Agents ran their snowmobiles through tributaries and side 
channels of the river as the bison attempted to elude them . At 
one point, a snowmobile became submerged in the main 
channel of the Madison while attempting to chase the bison. 

The operation violated the Gallatin Forest Plan by using 
snowmobiles off designated trails along the Madison River. 
According to the forest plan's provisions for protecting fish 
and game, "Motorized vehicle use will not be permitted 
during the period December 1 through May 1, except on 
designated routes." Volunteers from the Buffalo Field Cam- 
paign (BFC) have repeatedly videotaped such violations. 

National forest land surrounding Yellowstone was origi- 
nally set aside as wildlife habitat, and the Horse Butte 
peninsula makes a perfect winter range for bison. The Horse 
Butte peninsula is also important winter habitat for many 
other species, including elk, moose, bald eagles, wolves and 
trumpeter swans. Bison management activities are poten- 
tially life threatening to wildlife by disturbing this habitat. 

Peace Marchers Arrested 

While a DOL helicopter chased bison toward the Horse 
Butte capture facility on March 13, 11 people participated 
in a peaceful march following the route along the Madison 
River. The helicopter was accompanied on the ground by 
seven state and federal agents on snowmobiles in an 
attempt to capture three animals considered "low-risk" for 
transmitting brucellosis. One bull was captured, while two 
remained on the river after evading the snowmobiles and 
helicopter. No attempt was made to first try to haze the 
bison back into the park as is required by the Yellowstone 
Bison Management Plan. 

continued on page 56 
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Kicking the KKK 
Out of Katuah 


by Chris Irwin 

John Stokes, a disc jockey in Kalispell, 
Montana, is drawing parallels between 
the rise of the nazis of Hitler's Third 
Reich and what he calls the environ- 
mental "Fourth Reich." 

He has held green swastika burning 
parties in the parking lot of his radio 
station and has publicized the names of 
local businesses that have contributed 
to an environmental group. Several of 
these businesses 
have found 
green swastikas 
painted on their 
walls. Mean- 
while a skinhead 
organizer, Tom 
Metzger, claims 
to have watched 
the environmen- 
tal and skinhead 
movements 
come together. 

In January, 

Katuah Earth 
First! was instru- 
mental in orga- 
nizing against a 
Ku Klux Klan 
(KKK) and Nazi rally in East Tennessee 
(Appalachia). Given that we have re- 
cently interacted with the KKK and some 
of their Nazi counterparts, I thought it 
might be appropriate to report our ac- 
tivities on Martin Luther King, Jr.'s birth- 
day in the face of the accusations of Nazi 
and skinhead affiliations. 

We discovered the KKK's plans to 
march in Newport, Tennessee, only 
10 days in advance. The march was 
scheduled at the Cocke County Court- 
house on January 19 to celebrate the 
birthday of Confederate General Rob- 
ert E. Lee and to protest the Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther King, Jr. holiday. The KKK 
is an organization who for years has 
lynched, shot, blown up and terror- 
ized entire ethnic communities in the 
South and across North America. They 
and their allies in the Aryan Nation 
openly preach violence and engage 
in terrorism. There is a distinction 


between terrorism as acts of violence 
against humans versus sabotage (acts 
of destruction against equipment). 

Katuah Earth First! has been active 
in anti-racist activities since our in- 
ception. We marched with Black Pan- 
ther Lorenzo Irving at one of the first 
marches against the 200 African- 
American church and home burnings 
several years ago. Katuah Earth First! 
has deep links to Newport and Cocke 
County from our decade-long 
struggle with 
Champion 
International's 
1 decaying 80- 
| year-old pulp 
« and paper mill, 
| whose pollu- 
| tion has devas- 
g tated Newport 
§ with cancer 
I and death. The 
° previous year, 
| we fought the 
| expansion of 
f Highway 321, 
| which de- 
<§ stroyed high- 
land wetlands 
in the Smoky 
Mountains National Park. I think it's 
a sign of success that in the Moon- 
shine capital of the South where Jun- 
ior Johnson was born and ran shine, 
Earth First! has more credibility and 
grassroots support than the KKK. 

Confronting the KKK directly sev- 
eral years ago was effective in both 
Memphis and Asheville, so we were 
able to pursue our strategy without 
too much time wasted debating what 
we should do. We mobilized to con- 
front them. We decided to control 
the noise at the rally, so we immedi- 
ately asked for people to bring drums 
and megaphones. While we orga- 
nized, the KKK made a bad tactical 
error. They burnt a cross in front of 
Newport Mayor Roland Dykes' house. 
News of the cross burning went world- 
wide, suddenly we began getting word 
that a lot more people were coming. 

continued on page 58 
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Climate Catastrophe May 
Be Imminent 

“We live in a world that has 
become so desensitized by watch- 
ing calamities unfold on global 
television that it takes something 
really spectacular even to get our 
attention," wrote Jeremy Rifkin 
in The Guardian on March 1. 

A new report published by the 
National Academy of Sciences 
warns it is possible that the global 
warming trend predicted for the 
next 100 years could dramatically 
accelerate in just a few years. This 
would force a qualitative climatic 
regime which would possibly un- 
dermine ecosystems throughout 
the world. 

Rifkin continued, "If the projec- 
tions and warnings in this study 
turn out to be prophetic, no other 
catastrophic event will have had 
as damaging an impact on the 
future of the life of the planet." 

White House Plans 
Condemned by Enviros 

In 2001, the Bush administra- 
tion rejected the Kyoto climate 
change treaty and promised that 
it would put forward its own pro- 
posal to diminish global warm- 
ing. Depending entirely on 
voluntary compliance, the 
administration's plan, which was 
announced in mid-February, of- 
fers tax breaks to gain the coop- 
eration of the nation's largest 
polluters. The policy also proposes 
to link economic growth to ef- 
forts to reduce greenhouse gases. 

While serving as governor of 
Texas, George Bush supported a 
similar voluntary plan to reduce 
pollution statewide. The policy 
was a failure and was later thrown 
out by the Texas legislature. 

In response, Greenpeace con- 
tends that the Bush proposal 
would actually increase green- 
house gas emissions, as much as 
36 percent above the Kyoto 
treaty goals. 
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On “the N cccl for an 

Eastern Forest Uprising 


by john johnson 

Eastern forests? What? You thought 
the East was full of cities, factories, 
suburbs, farms and sprawl. Wild for- 
ests? Self-willed nature? Where? Grow- 
ing up on abandoned farm land, that's 
where. Flowing out of remote "hollers, " 
drainages and watersheds. Under the 
pavement, waiting to grow back. 

From Michigan to Maine, Arkansas 
to Alabama, in Tennessee and Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and North Carolina, the 
Eastern forests are alive. Even as second 
growth, they clean the air, filter the 
water and act as small evolutionary 
reserves. They want to recover. There 
are even small and isolated patches of 
Eastern old growth out there. Holding 
on. Calling our names. Bidding us to 
come visit, connect and act. 

The forests of the eastern half of 
Turtle Island can recover if given a 
chance. However, an impressive ar- 
ray of greedheads stand in the way of 
Eastern forest recovery. In fact, these 
entities are actively destroying the 
struggling remnants of these forests. 
We have to mobilize to defend our 
forest homes! 


array of forest types ranging from the 
swamps, coastal forests and Long Leaf 
Pinelands of the Deep South, to the 
mixed deciduous forests and the beau- 
tiful oak hickory forests of the Ozarks 
in the Midwest, the northern hard- 
wood forests of New England and the 
great boreal Northwoods that stretch 
from Maine to the Great Lakes. 

Eastern forests play a vital part in 
allowing evolution to continue. They 
provide habitat for a wide variety of 
flora and fauna, including some very 
old species such as lichens, ferns and 
turtles. The salamander populations 
in the Blue Ridge and the aquatic life in 
the southeastern watersheds are some 
of the most diverse in North America. 

I believe that humans can be inte- 
gral and productive members of the 
community of life, but we are not 
fulfilling that role now. With nature 
as our measuring stick, our economic 
activity certainly seems out of bal- 
ance. Nature allows competition 
mixed with cooperation to promote 
the diversity of life. Our economic 
system promotes total competition 
for the elimination of diversity and 
the promotion of profit. Greed versus 
need reigns supreme. 


Forest Ecology 

It has been said that before whitey 
came to North America, a squirrel could 
travel from the East Coast to the Mis- 
sissippi River without touching the 
ground. That's how immense the East- 
ern forests used to be. Although quite 
diminished from pre-invasion times, 
Eastern forests are still pulsing with 
diversity and life. 

The East actually 
still contains an 
amazing 




Connections 

Eastern forest issues are intimately 
connected to the other pressing issues 
of the day. The chip, pulp, paper and 
engineered lumber mills that eat our 
forests are almost always located in 
oppressed communities (rural, urban, 
poor, of color, etc.) who suffer from the 
toxic effects. The 
landfills and waste 
incinerators where disposable 
forest products end up are almost 
always in oppressed communities. 
Many forest landowners are forced to 
cut timber just to pay taxes or send 
their children to college. 
They are entangled in the 
web of capitalism that makes 
everything a com- 
modity. 

As we 
have seen 
happen 




with corporate globalization in other 
countries, workers in the forest prod- 
ucts industry are paid the lowest wages 
possible while the stockholders and 
CEOs walk away with mega-profits. 
Contract workers are stuck in cycles of 
debt, dependence and high-speed log- 
ging. The mechanization of forestry 
and the export of raw logs, chips and 
pulp leave unemployment and frac- 
tured communities in their wake (see 
EF!J February-March 2002). 

Water pollution from lumber mills 
pits downstream communities against 
their neighbors. Industry and the wise 
use movement spread fear, lies and 
hatred to ensure their deadly grip on 
our forests. Under the cover of patrio- 
tism and economics, they turn whole 
communities against concerned citi- 
zens who act on behalf of the forests. 

Everyone in the East, whether they 
realize it or not, is affected by the de- 
struction of the forests. The same cor- 
porations, banks and governments that 
oppress and exploit around the world 
are active in Eastern forest destruction. 

Campaigns 

The mainstream and radical ecology 
movements have long focused on pris- 
tine, untrammeled wild old-growth eco- 
systems in the western US. But other 
ecosystems cry out for protection and 
restoration. On a national and interna- 
tional scale, the forests of eastern North 
America have been virtually ignored by 
the conservation movement. On a local 
and regional scale, the picture is quite 
different. Many grassroots formations 
exist. In recent years, groups associated 
with Heartwood and the Dogwood Alli- 
ance have successfully defended local 
forests and raised the level of awareness 
about how special Eastern forests are 
and the many threats that exist. 

Direct action for Eastern forests 
has been on the rise. In the Midwest, 
Earth Firstlers and allies have tried to 
stop destructive logging projects on 
small state forests. Katuah EF! has 
targeted the industries' chip mills 
with protests and blockades around 
the south. Activists have protested 
and interfered with Staples for its 
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continued role in marketing the for- 
ests of the southeast and the ancient 
forests of the Pacific Northwest. 

It is time to up the ante. The forest 
destruction industry and the govern- 
ment are on the offensive. From slanted 
studies to thousand-acre clearcuts and 
outright lies, the industry is readying 
itself for the last big forest feeding 
frenzy. We must stand and oppose 
them. We need an Eastern forest upris- 
ing. We must hurt them where it counts. 

We can and must divide the forest 
products industry. The sectors that 
wish to be sustainable and give up 
clearcutting, we can live with. The 


paper and engineered lumber sectors 
must be destroyed. They must be 
forced out of the forest and into sus- 
tainable alternatives. We must stand 
in defiance of their destructive 
clearcuts, unjust laws and lying pro- 
paganda. We must expose their cor- 
rupt political backers. We need to 
build alliances with everyone affected 
by forest destruction — rural commu- 
nities, loggers, farmers, urban nature 
lovers, the urban poor. 

Action Camp 

All those ready and willing to act on 
behalf of our forests are invited to 
attend the upcoming Eastern Forest 
Defense Action Camp. The camp will 
be held in southern Indiana on private 
land in the Hoosier National Forest 
from May 27-June 3. 


We are looking for folks from the 
Northwoods (Great Lakes and New En- 
gland), Central Appalachia, Southern 
Appalachia (Katuah!), the Great Coastal 
Swamps, the Piedmont, the Pine Bar- 
rens, the Allegheny Plateau, the Ozarks 
and the Midwest to join us in southern 
Indiana as we evolve nonviolent direct 
action techniques, share the latest skills 
in treesitting, road blockades, etc. and 
come up with new ideas unique to our 
ecosystems for forest defense. 

This camp desperately needs money, 
food donations, action and camping 
gear donations, volunteers, action train- 
ers, camp participants, musicians, etc. 


For more information, contact Na- 
tional Forest Protection Alliance, 
POB 1891, Charlottesville, VA, 22903; 
(434) 971-5990; (434) 970-1806 
(fax); scurry@firstva.com; 
www.forestadvocate.org; or the Ka- 
tuah Earth First! River Fac- 
tion, sandinolives@yahoo.com; or 
visit www.athenscommons.org/ 
actioncamp. 

For updates on the latest Eastern 
forest issues, visit www.heartwood.org; 
www.dogwoodalliance.org. 

john johnson is a treehugging, wild- 
flower worshipping, lichen lovin' 
metalhead who lives on the side of the 
Cumberland Plateau in southeast Ten- 
nessee in the middle of the mixed meso- 
phytic forest. He is active with Katuah EF! 
and other lovers of nature, justice and 
good homebrew. 


6on£-s 

EPA to Ease Coal Plant Rules 

The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) is discouraging new 
government lawsuits against coal- 
fired power plants. One way to do 
this, according to EPA officials, is to 
offer incentives for voluntary reduc- 
tions in toxic emissions. 

Currently, older power plants can 
be sued for violations of the Clean 
Air Act unless they install costly anti- 
pollution equipment. Under new 
rules proposed by the Bush adminis- 
tration in March, the EPA would 
seek a reduction in emissions with- 
out the threat of legal action. 

The energy industry has poured 
millions of dollars into Republi- 
can political campaigns to stop 
the lawsuits. 

US Military in Violation of 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act 

Judge Emmet Sullivan of the US 
District Court for the District of 
Columbia granted summary judg- 
ment in March in a lawsuit 
establishing that the Navy and De- 
partment of Defense are in violation 
of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 

The Migratory Bird T reaty Act pro- 
hibits killing or harming migratory 
birds without a permit. The Navy 
admitted to killing birds during train- 
ing exercises. It applied to the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service for a per- 
mit to continue and was declined in 
1 996. Nevertheless, the Department 
of Defense continued to bomb 
Farallon de Medinilla in the North- 
ern Marianas illegally, claiming that 
the Migratory Bird T reaty Act doesn't 
apply to federal agencies. 

The Navy uses the island for tar- 
get practice, including bombing 
runs with 2,000-pound bombs and 
precision-guided munitions. 

The district court ordered the par- 
ties to submit additional briefs con- 
cerning the scope of an injunction 
which would limit or halt training 
activities that kill protected birds. A 
hearing is scheduled for April 30. 

Farallon de Medinilla is an island 
used by at least two-dozen species 
of birds, including at least a dozen 
species of migratory birds. 
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"I decided to answer 
questions asking for my 
opinion because I am 
not ashamed of my per- 
sonal political beliefs. As 
I have repeatedly stated, 

the US government is the most extreme terrorist 
organization in planetary history. I would not be 
honest with myself or the public if I did not acknowl- 
edge the desperate need for massive political and 
social change within this country," commented Craig 
Rosebraugh, former spokesperson for the Earth Liberation 
Front (ELF). 

Rosebraugh traveled to Washington, DC, on February 12, 
to make an appearance before Congressional subcommittee 
hearings on "Eco-terrorism and Lawlessness on the National 
Forests" (see EF!J March- April 2002). That day, Rosebraugh 
relied heavily on protection under the Fifth Amendment. He 
remained relatively silent, so Congress turned around and 
sent him more than 50 follow-up questions. 

Congress was eager to know more about Rosebraugh's 
personal beliefs and his relationship with the ELF, thus 
they instructed him to respond to the take-home test no 
later than March 15 or face charges of contempt. 

Rosebraugh submitted his answers, again relying on sev- 
eral Constitutional rights — -though this time choosing to 


answer many of the ques- 
tions. Below is a sam- 
pling of this interchange. 

Congress: Do you view 
violence against indi- 
viduals, organizations 
and other enterprises that work and 
play on the national forests as a legiti- 
mate means of seeking public policy 
change, specifically with respect to man- 
agement of the nation's forests? 

CR: Yes. 

Congress: You claim to have never had any role in an ELF- 
related attack, and yet you loudly proclaim the virtues of "direct 
action " against government and industry. If you believe so deeply 
in the ELF's cause, so much thatyou encourage and recruit others 
to partake in that cause, why aren't you willing to engage in the 
acts of environmentally motivated aggression yourself? 

CR: I do not adopt any factual assumptions made in the 
preamble to your question. I would not be effective as a 
spokesperson if I were so involved. 

Congress: Are you personally concerned that one day an ELF 
or Animal Liberation Front (ALF) perpetrated attack will wind 
up killing or wounding someone? 

CR: No, I am more concerned with massive numbers of 
people dying at the hands of greedy capitalists if such 
actions are not taken. 

Congress: As you know, several mem- 
bers of this Committee wrote a number of 
national environmental groups, urging 
them to publicly condemn eco-terrorism, 
the ELF and, by extension, you. As you 
also know, all of the organizations did. 
Does this lack of support among national 
environmental groups frustrate you? What 
would you say in response to their con- 
demnations of the ELF and ALF? 

CR: Are you asking what I know or 
telling me? Did you really ask them to 
condemn me or did your letter not 
even mention me? Are you sure all of 
the organizations did, or are you exag- 
gerating? Did you select only groups 
which must rely on the good graces of 
Congress for "success?" 

a) No. 

b) Throughout the history of social 
movements globally, struggles have 
relied upon a variety of tactics, both 
legal and illegal in nature. I would hope 
that if those groups are actually con- 
cerned with stopping the destruction 

continued on page 61 


Make No Bones About It: 

Congress Looks at PETA 


Ten years ago, the wise use move- 
ment, People for the USA, Putting 
People First and a group of hunters 
tried to shut down People for the 
EthicalTreatment of Animals (PETA). 
In a time when grand juries were 
especially active and focusing on the 
animal rights movement, hunters pe- 
titioned the Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) to audit the organization and 
uncover illegal ties that would render 
PETA useless. The IRS did indeed au- 
dit PETA, yet the organization was 
given a clean bill of health. The hunt- 
ers also wanted its membership and 
volunteer lists, but PET A fought them 
and won. During this process, PETA 
maintained its vigilance as a formi- 
dable presence in exposing animal 
exploitation and abuse. 


This witch hunt is an old tactic 
that has been dragged out again in 
recent years. 

Anti-environmentalists and Boise 
Cascade have attempted similar ac- 
tions in trying to strip Rainforest 
Action Network of its nonprofit sta- 
tus (see EF!J August-September 2001 ). 
The process has been stalled for 
months, with the IRS considering 
what action to take. 

And with the "eco-terrorism" hear- 
ings held by Congress in February, 
both Representatives and the wise 
use movement are using the oppor- 
tunity to harass environmental and 
animal rights activists again, start- 
ing with PETA. 

In written comments submitted 
continued on page 60 
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The following letter was sent by Jeff "Free" Luers to Colorado Representative Scott 
Mclnnis regarding the "eco-terrorism" hearings held by Congress in February and the 
follow-up questions sent to Craig Rosebraugh that mentioned him. 


Dear Mr. Scott Mclnnis, 

I am writing in response to your 
recent statements and questions 
about me. 

I do not appreciate your deliberate 
and malicious misrepresentations of 
my words to furtheryour political goals. 

Not only have you taken my words 
and formed 
new sentences 
with them at- 
tributing them 
to me, you have 
quoted me as 
saying things 
that I have 
never said. 

As an elected 
Representa- 
tive, I believe 
it is your legal 
and moral duty 
to be truthful 
when carrying 
out the politi- 
cal and legal 
activities of 
your office. 

However, Ido 
appreciate your 
concern about 
me "[wasting] 
away in prison 
for the next two 
plus decades." 

You will be 
pleased to 
know that is 
not the case. I 
have stayed 
quite active in 
my college studies working toward my 
bachelor's degree. 

Also, I have had a unique opportu- 
nity to discuss my situation with me- 
dia outlets from around the globe who 
have shown a surprising interest in 
my sentence. 

You must realize, Scott, that two 
years ago I was just a young man 
frustrated by the increasingly severe 
destruction of the environment. 


I burned some tires on some trucks as 
a result of that frustration. Perhaps my 
actions were misguided. Perhaps they 
can be rationalized as the lesser of two 
evils. It is all perspective. 

Had I been given a reasonable sen- 
tence I would have been forgotten by 
the public. I would have been one news 
story. I would 
have served my 
sentence and 
finished my 
college degree, 
I would have 
been released, 
reunited with 
my family and 
enjoyed the rest 
ofmy life. Yes, I 
would have 
continued to be 
active in efforts 
to protect the 
environment, 
but I would 
have avoided 
activities that 
| would lead me 
.5-back to prison. 
& By giving me 
£ a sentence of 22 
years, viewed by 
a majority of 
people as overly 
harsh and ex- 
treme, the sys- 
tem has put me 
in the spotlight, 
giving me inter- 
national atten- 
tion. I have 
been made to be an example. However, 
that has only served to make me a 
political prisoner and for some perhaps 
even a martyr. 

This is not a role I chose to fill. It was 
forced upon me. 

It is oppression that creates revolu- 
tionaries, Scott, and it is injustice that 
ignites revolutions. 

In defense of Mother Earth, 

— Jeff Luers 


6 a & ftoues 

Need to Review Security 

The importance of all progressive 
movements practicing good secu- 
rity consciousness was highlighted 
this winter with two fishy office 
break ins. 

The door to the offices shared by 
the Twin Cities Coalition to Defend 
Mumia Abu-Jamal and Communi- 
ties United Against Police Brutality 
in Minnesota was pushed hard from 
the outside and the inside door frame 
was shattered on February 14. While 
nothing was stolen from the office, 
a box of books and CDs was riffled 
through. The computer was also 
turned on and the contents of the 
hard drive copied. 

A few weeks earlier in Oakland, 
California, the Youth Empowerment 
Center's office was broken into, 
robbed and vandalized. Computers 
were taken as well as the hard drive 
containing backup copies of com- 
puter files and databases. The office 
was left in a shambles, though televi- 
sions, computer equipment, scan- 
ners and VCRs were left behind. Due 
to the nature of what was taken and 
what was left behind, it is suspected 
that this was no simple burglary. 

Both incidents serve as a wake-up 
call to all progressive movements to 
safeguard information and to work 
to create a culture of security. 

Bush's Heavy Spending 

President Bush proposed an un- 
precedented increase on spending 
for anti-terrorism efforts in his 2003 
budget when he asked Congress to 
grant federal police millions of dol- 
lars for surveillance, information 
sharing and computer upgrades. 

The FBI would receive more than 
$60 million to support "surveillance 
capabilities to collect evidence and 
intelligence," said a Department of 
Justice statement on February 4. 

To handle the expected increase 
in wiretaps, the Department of Jus- 
tice would get a boost. The budget 
anticipates hiring another 10 wire- 
tap-specialist attorneys at a cost of 
two million dollars. 

To cover these and other budget 
increases, Bush proposes cutting 
highway spending and environ- 
mental projects. 



It is oppression that creates 
revolutionaries, Scott, and it is 
injustice that ignites revolutions. 
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The Archaic Revival: 



by Atom Fish 

Earth is a conscious, novelty-synthesizing organism. On 
the "non-living," molecular, species and cultural levels, 
the advantageously novel originates out of homogeneity, 
tradition, habit and "law." According to post-Newtonian 
physicists, all thriving systems are spontaneously adaptive 
and "open" to change. Jeremy Campbell writes that open 
systems move "away from the simple, uniform, ran- 
dom, and toward the genuinely new, the endlessly 
complex products of nature and mind." 

In cultures, novelty results in paradigm shifts and 
revolutions. Within every generation, revolutionar- 
ies, artists and explorers appropriated the new, 

"hip" and modern. They planted memes — idea- 
seeds — that grew in sterile ground. In state-level 
societies novel "cells," such as the Situationist and 
Marxist "communes," transformed societies 
through "ontological anarchy." To guilelessly 
take direct action against abiotic or obscene 
institutions is novelty profoundly asserting itself. 

Earth First! is not new, "hip" or modern. On the 
contrary, Earth First! is nostalgic. In the minds of many 
EF!ers, technology, linked with ever-evolving "progress," 
is responsible for the planetary crises. EF!ers refute the 
infantile obsessions of Madison Avenue, eschew the 
sloganeering of "pop" media and despise the product 
of these mechanisms, the opulent urbanite. Reject- 
ing the seduction of the spectacle evicts one from 
over-consumerism. However, the refutation of 
novelty in any form may become a dialectically 
insular practice leading to homeostasis — a literally 
"sticky" place to be for a movement that idealizes 
natural systems and needs to adapt its tactics and 
philosophies to a changing world. 

What ethnobotanist Terrence McKenna called the Ar- 
chaic Revival is a process of "reawakening the traditional 
attitudes toward nature," the return of the "much bally- 
hooed Gaia and the emergence of vegetable mind." In the 
Archaic Revival, the plant is taken as the organizational 
model for society. Doing as the plant does, our society 
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acquires these traits: the feminization of culture, connect- 
edness and symbiosis, the detoxification of the natural 
world, recycling, photovoltaic power, a global atmosphere- 
based energy economy and the preservation of biological 
diversity. Conversely, mimicking biotic systems would 
also mean accepting the patterning of nanotechnology 
after microbiology and genetic engineering after evolu- 
tionary principles. It would mean following successfully 
adaptive species in the exploitation of all resources 
and the use of all technologies. 

It is evident in the lifestyles and claims of 
many EF!ers that a return to the pre-industrial 
existence — away from the three enemies of the 
people: monogamy, monotony and monothe- 
ism — would be ideal. Why do we feel that in 
the past there exist keys to solving present 
problems? It may be that we remember the 
egalitarian liberties of the Archaic accessed 
through shamanic ordeals stored in the 
"memory" of "junk" DNA. 

There are two facets of the Archaic Re- 
vival — shamanism and communitas — that can 
be of use in modeling deep ecological awareness, 
activism and post-industrial utopia. 

In most gathering and hunting cultures there 
is an individual whose responsibility it is to 
engage the mystery that exists outside of culture 
in the dimension from which novelty arises. She 
is the shaman, the master of chaos. It is her job, like 
a full moon on a ritual night, to illuminate the 
present and future of the tribe. As the guide 
through the spirit worlds, the shaman ventures 
into the humid and musky womb of Nature. 

Many of the mind-states the shaman utilizes in her 
work require austerities that in spirit are not far removed 
from treesits, veganism, lockdowns, street theatrics and 
hunger strikes. In her altered states of consciousness, the 
shaman must be ever-present, inventive, spontaneous. She 
is attuned to the call of novelty as it originates deep in the 
forest vale or in the "primitive" recesses of her DNA 
memory. She provokes with revolutionary commandments: 





droughts end, lost items are returned, plants are prescribed and animals are 
made taboo, omens are "read," despots are forced out of the village. A shaman's 
life is a constant direct action. 

Communitas is a term used by anthropologist Victor Turner to refer to an 
aboriginal community bound by libertine qualities. Communitas are character- 
ized by equality, anonymity, absence of property/status/wealth, minimization 
of gender distinctions, disregard for personal appearance, sacredness, continu- 
ous reference to mystical powers and foolishness. Similarly, poetic terrorist 
Hakim Bey's "temporary autonomous zone" is a "mini-society living con- 
sciously outside the law" epitomized by "worker-owned corporations, Zerowork 
enclaves and anarchist liberated zones." The socialist Herbert Marcuse said that 
revolutionary subcultures are "nuclei, cells, laboratories for testing autono- 
mous, non-alienated relationships." 

Present day shamanism and communitas must exist in post-Microsoft, glo- 
bally monopolized, genetically altered, kitsch-saturated, nuclear, metal and 
chemical modernity. Nobel Prize-winning chemist Ilya Prigogine believes that 
Nature is cognizant and that it makes choices. Civilization with its anti-Eros, 
structured indifference and defiance of Nature has evolved from a conscious 
Earth. Culture is a natural system, but is civilization's technological novelty 
innovative or deviant? Civilization may exhibit the fate of social structures that 
are devoid of Archaic Revivalism, shamanic adventures and communitas. One 
thing is certain, revolutionaries must make their stand in the middle of the city 
street and on the logging road, as well as in their minds and praxis, as they have 
for millennia. 

A revolutionary communitas has the potential to expand, recolonize and 
nurture the neglected geographies of culture, environment and self. Unfortu- 
nately, this is never the case for very long. Rigid and calcified, the once loose 
organization becomes an institution, incapable of moving forward being the 
absolute "bearer of universal human truths." Similarly, EFIers are stoic and 
traditional in their tactics and philosophy, yet they also show signs of the 
Archaic Revival: action camps and information communities look like communitas 
and spiritual worldviews mirror anima-shamanism. 

Being open to novelty one gains access to new tactics, comedies, contortions 
and theories. Life becomes a series of spontaneous synchronicities or as Marcuse 
believes, a "perpetual revolution... not toward ever more production, not 
toward Heaven or Paradise, but toward an ever more peaceful, joyful, struggle." 
Personal "perpetual revolution," instigated through shamanic ordeal, auto- 
matically leads to the formation of communitas that cross-pollinate and are 
(w)holy encompassing. 

To avoid the death of the artifact in a rotten museum, it may be advantageous, 
or at worst fun, to divorce the past and revise our communities and ourselves 
as acting troupes, vagabond artists, rogue hobos, circles of magi and urban 
yogins on the cusp of modernity in all its plastic and Prozac. Karl Marx spoke 
of the "complete emancipation of all human senses" as a quality of his utopia. 
We manifest our most innate Homo sapiens qualities not by returning to a 
Quaker renaissance, but by going into "the unknown, the uncertain and the 
insecure" regions of consciousnesses and environments. Resurrect the court 
jester, Mudhead Katchina, mysterious emancipating stranger of Old West 
fiction, magical grand poobah and Shamaness! With them we can fuse our 
movement to the twisting and turning, ever-revolving, language of the Earth. 



Atom Fish is a (K)nowist, symbolic archaeologist, cognitive libertarian, multimedia 
assassin and founding raw bird of the Free-Range Fellowship. He hopes to grow rich 
by selling his subcultural capital in the corporate production of teen trends. 



Water for Pure Profit 


Three Michigan tribes are suing 
Governor John Engler and Great 
Spring Waters of America, a sub- 
sidiary of the Perrier Group. Filed 
in federal court in late February by 
the Little Traverse Bay Band of 
Odawa Indians, the Little River 
Band of Ottawa Indians and the 
Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa 
and Chippewa Indians, the law- 
suit is yet another citizen effort 
to defeat a proposed corporate 
plan to sell Michigan's water for 
private profit. 

The tribes are concerned that the 
withdrawal of the proposed mini- 
mum of 2 1 0,000 m illion gallons per 
year will have adverse affects on the 
surrounding ecosystem and the 
Great Lakes in general— which al- 
ready suffer from low water levels, 
(see EF!f February-March 2002). 

The water would be bottled at a 
nearby plant, and for the most part, 
shipped out of the Great Lakes ba- 
j sin, never to return. 

The federal Water Resources De- 
velopment Act (WRD A) is intended 
to protect the Great Lakes basin 
for the benefit of the public by 
requiring the governor of each 
Great Lakes state to approve any 
diversion or export of water from 
the basin. Engler is the only gover- 
nor to have approved the Perrier 
plan. The three tribes are asking 
j the federal court to enforce the 
WRDA, which Engler claims does 
not apply in this case. 

I Perrier stands to make nearly two 
million dollars a day on Michigan's 
water at a time when the cost of 
bottled water has surpassed the 
cost of gasoline. Profits are high 
since the "raw material" is free, 
resulting in low production costs 
of approximately six to 1 1 cents 
per gallon. 

This is a precedent-setting battle 
in Michigan. World Trade Organi- 
zation rules and several provisions 
of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement ensure "non-discrimi- 
nation" among business Interests. 
The "export and diversion" of wa- 
ter could open the flood gates for 
the sale of Great Lakes water by 
even more corporations. 

I 
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The Wilderness of Mind 


BY SATYAVAYU 

This article is the sharing of a 
vision — the inter-relationship of for- 
est activism and the forest yogic tra- 
dition in the US. As both a native 
forest activist and meditation student 
for many years, I have always felt that 
the inspiration for both come from 
the same root. It was my love for the 
wilderness that led to my first in- 
sights into spiritual practice. 

After returning to the US from prac- 
ticing in mountain hermitages and 
Asian monasteries, I visited a 
number of treesits and was 
struck by the spirit of dedica- 
tion to simplicity that many 
activists embodied. It seemed 
fertile ground for a growing 
spiritual movement. For sea- 
soned meditation students, an 
opportunity to simplify in the 
woods and to throw one's body 
and mind into helpful activity 
is necessary to keep practice 
fresh, alive and meaningful. 

Many activists believe the off- 
balance culture we find our- 
selves in, with its oppressive 
power dynamics, is perpetuated 
through fear, aversion and 
greed in our own hearts and 
minds. Meditation practice of- 
fers a way to help dismantle 
these patterns in ourselves. 

Yogic meditation practices 
began to develop in India at a 
time of great social transfor- 
mation. Original tribal com- 
munities were being absorbed 
by a growing mass society 
based on hierarchical class dis- 
tinctions and institutional 
Brahmanic religious authority. 

A rising merchant class pulled 
attention toward material gain 
and away from community and na- 
ture-based values. At the same time, 
enormous agricultural and urban ex- 
pansion through mass deforestation 
was transforming the landscape. A 
growing sense of disillusionment and 
alienation led many spiritually 


minded seekers to enter the wilder- 
ness in search of a new sense of 
meaning. This was the birth of the 
forest yogic tradition — a movement 
of social renegades living in the wilds 
in intentional simplicity and express- 
ing themselves through various spiri- 
tual arts (yoga here refers to any 
meditation-oriented practices, not 
just the popular physical postures of 
hatha yoga). 

In the past 30 years, yogic medita- 
tion practices have grown in popular- 
ity throughout the West. However, it 


has been removed from its original 
context — a lifestyle of dwelling in the 
wilderness. Most of the founders of 
contemplative spiritual traditions lived 
and practiced in the wilds of the forest, 
mountain or desert — most notably the 
Buddha. By moving these spiritual paths 


into the comfortable, often luxurious, 
environments of the middle class in 
the US, much of the power and effec- 
tiveness of these traditions has been 
lost. The elements of simplicity, re- 
nunciation and connection to the 
natural world that are essential com- 
ponents of most meditation training 
are largely absent from the contempo- 
rary meditation center in the US. A 
new movement of forest-dwelling yo- 
gic practitioners could help bring back 
the full richness of the radical alterna- 
tive lifestyle that the original forest 
yogic tradition presented. 

In a city or other human- 
designed environment, we are 
constantly surrounded by the 
visible manifestations of hu- 
man thought. As Homeless 
Kodo, a Zen master, once said, 
"Civilization and culture are 
nothing but the collective 
elaboration of illusory desires. " 
In wilderness all of this is 
stripped away. To directly com- 
prehend a wild landscape 
whose creation and purpose 
cannot be fathomed by con- 
ceptual understanding induces 
a letting-go of thought and a 
return to our original mind. 
This is the experience of dis- 
covering the nature of our own 
awareness, which is beyond 
the reach of conceptual un- 
derstanding. It is inherently 
beautiful, joyful and complete, 
and it is not apart from the 
rocks, trees and sky that fill 
our senses. 

Now that the foundation of 
contemplative practice has 
been planted in Western soil, 
the time is right for the intro- 
duction of some form of forest 
practice. For the health of our 
society and environment, a network of 
forest-dwelling spiritual practitioners 
dedicated to simplicity and steward- 
ship of wild nature would add a vital 
new element to the movement for 
sustainability and help counter ram- 
pant overconsumption. 
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There are many varieties of for- 
est renunciate traditions that can 
be explored. Historically, there are 
examples of both solitary hermits 
and small, loose communities of 
yogins living together or in nearby 
hermitages. This community 
model seems most appropriate for 
the modern West since communal 
centers could serve to spread edu- 
cation and guidance. Teachers and 
mentors could reside in forest com- 
munities and could add to the 
meditation teaching given in larger 
centers. Also, learning how to re- 
late in a community with compas- 
sion and care is necessary for many 
of us who grew up in isolated 
nuclear families. Finally, any con- 
temporary forest yogic community 
must address the issues of rampant 
forest destruction. 

During the last 20 or 30 years, 
one of the most well-known for- 
est meditation traditions, that of 
Thailand, has been virtually oblit- 
erated, largely due to wholesale 
forest destruction throughout the 
country. If there are no forests, 
we can have no forest yogic tradi- 
tion, and we will lose the inspira- 
tion, teaching and support that 
wild nature gives us so freely. For 
those inspired by wilderness there 
is a natural response to try to 
protect it. 

At first it might seem that forest 
activism and meditation practice 
are separate realms that might be 
difficult to mix. But from the per- 
spective beyond conceptual dis- 
crimination, our spiritual practice in- 
cludes all activities that arise naturally 
from the ground of naked awareness in 
response to the needs of the world 
around us. Our actions can be a direct 
flow of compassionate energy that can 
help dissolve separation while alleviat- 
ing the suffering of other beings — forms 
of our own true self. This compassion- 
ate action is not a deliberate construc- 
tion — it arises spontaneously when we 
are in touch with our wider self, and it 
expresses itself as our practice. 

• One way to manifest our spiritual 
practice as both personal and social 
would be to establish forest yogin com- 
munities at or near forest activist sites. 
This would enable members of medita- 
tion communities to channel the ex- 
pression of spiritual practice toward 
helping preservation efforts. At the 


A network of forest-dwelling 
spiritual practitioners dedicated 
to simplicity and stewardship of 
wild nature would add a vital new 
element to the movement for 
sustainability. 

same time it would allow interested 
activists the opportunity to experi- 
ence the potential that meditative 
practice has to reconnect us and to 
rekindle our burnt-out inspiration. 
By placing our forest yogin commu- 
nities in threatened forests, we ex- 
pand the dynamic of a meditation 
retreat into a voice for the sacredness 
of wilderness. In this way, we can 
express our gratitude for the gift of 
the wild — the clear mirror of our own 
primordial nature. 

A forest meditation action commu- 
nity is currently being organized. If 
there is any interest in participating, 
questions or comments, contact 
Satyavayu, c/o No Abode Hermitage, 
(415) 381-5441. 

Satyavayu is a forest activist and Zen 
priest living in Cascadia. 


Japan to Hunt Sei Whales 

The World Conservation Union 
listed the sei whale as endangered 
because it faces a high risk of extinc- 
tion in the wild. 

Ignoring this warning, Japan an- 
nounced on February 28 that it 
intends to expand its whaling op- 
erations to target 50 sei whales in 
the North Pacific between June and 
October. Also slated to be slaugh- 
tered, according to the Japanese 
Institute of Cetacean Research, are 
100 minke whales, 50 Bryde's 
whales and 10 sperm whales. 

Outraged environmental groups 
worldwide have encouraged govern- 
ments to take tough action against 
Japan. They fear that when the In- 
ternational Whaling Commission 
meets later this Spring, Japan may 
succeed in its annual bid to end the 
international moratorium on com- 
mercialwhaling established in 1 986. 

During the last two years, Japan 
caught 246 whales in the North Pa- 
cific. It also hunts nearly 400 minke 
whales annually in the Antarctic. 

Global Warming Shatters 
Ice Shelf 

"We knew what was left would 
collapse eventually, but the speed 
of it is staggering" said British Ant- 
arctic Survey glaciologist David 
Vaughan on March 19. "It is hard to 
believe that 500 million billion tons 
of ice sheet has disintegrated in less 
than a month." 

Vaughan was referring to the col- 
lapse of the giant Antarctic Larsen B 
ice shelf — covering 1,255 square 
miles and 655 feet deep. Larsen B 
was one of five ice shelves— huge 
masses of ice that are floating exten- 
sions of the ice sheets covering the 
land— that had been steadily shrink- 
ing because of climate change. 

While scientists predicted four 
years ago the eventual disintegra- 
tion of Larsen B, they were as- 
tounded by the speed of the breakup. 
Since 1950, the Antarctic has 
warmed by two-and-a-half degrees 
Celsius — faster than anywhere else 
in the world. 

Sea levels are not expected to rise 
as a result of the breakup since the 
ice mass was already floating. 
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Eagle Creek Treesitters Victoriou5 


"When the government pursues natural resource issues with 
no opportunity for public comment, no opportunity for discus- 
sion or appeal, the only result is distrust and dissension. " 

— Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR) reflecting on the flawed 
"Salvage Rider" timber sale program as he announced Oregon's 


fought the sale fearing that the region's history of large area 
tree blowdowns could severely impact the watershed. 

Treesits and road-blocking "pods" have prevented logging 
access to the most sensitive areas. Ancient trees, some more 
than 500 years old, have been occupied by forest activists for 


Eagle Creek peoples' victory from 
THE FLOOR OF THE US SENATE 
on April 9. 

In 1996, Vanport Manufac- 
turing of Boring, Oregon, paid 
$ 10 million for the Eagle Creek 
Timber Sale in the Mt. Hood 
National Forest. This 28-mil- 
lion-board-foot sale drains into 
the Clackamas River, the 
Salmon-Huckleberry Wilder- 
ness area and Portlands com- 
munity water supply. Old 
growth remnants, potential 
wilderness and important wild- 
life areas were jeopardized. 

About 40 percent of the tim- 
ber sale was logged before the 
US Forest Service (USFS) agreed 
to cancel the sale following an 
independent review. Protest- 
ers with the Portland-based 
Cascadia Forest Alliance (CFA) 



nearly three years. Dozens of 
arrests, federal closures and hair- 
raising raids of basecamps by 
federal agents failed to deter the 
forest defenders. Following 
one particularly dangerous 
takedown of a logging road 
blockade in July 2000, protest- 
ers regrouped in Portland 
where they rallied as a CFA 
climber scaled the wall of the 
USFS headquarters. He re- 
mained there for 1 1 days. After 
another activist joined the 
demonstration with a hunger 
strike, major media picked up 
the story and government offi- 
cials were swamped with phone 
calls about logging practices. 

Portland and state politi- 
cians opposed further logging, 
but the USFS refused to stop 
the operations. Vanport agreed 
to stop logging, but regional 


frontline^ 


Night-time Gardeners Destroy GE Research 

In January, night-time gardeners paid a visit to Plant 
Sciences, Inc., a genetic engineering (GE) firm in Manteca, 
California. The gardeners spread salt across rows of GE 
strawberries and uprooted a test plot of GE wheat to 
disrupt the research and cause economic damage. This is 
the second time Plant Sciences has been visited by anti-GE 
activists. The Fragaria Freedom Farmers destroyed a field of 
GE strawberries spliced with e-coli two years ago at its site 
in Watsonville, California. 

Union Workers Arrested in Protest Against 
Coal Company 

In March, nearly 200 United Mine Workers (UMW) 
gathered in Kentucky to protest the environmental records 
of Massey Energy and their subsidiary Martin County 
Coal. Eleven people, including UMW President Cecil Rob- 
erts, were arrested when they refused to leave the road that 
leads to the mountaintop coal sludge pond. The pond 
collapsed a year and a half ago, spilling 300 million gallons 
of toxic sludge into the Big Sandy River. The molasses-like 
sludge killed fish, poisoned the drinking water of neigh- 
boring towns and buried lawns up to seven feet deep. 


Indigenous Group Fights Dam in Chile 

In mid-February, indigenous Pehuenche communities in 
Chile's Alto Biobio region began a series of actions geared at 
blocking a 225-ton transformer from reaching the Ralco dam 
hydroelectric project, owned by the Spanish transnational 
company Endesa. Three Pehuenche protesters were arrested 
when agents of the militarized Carabineros (police) used tear 
gas and water cannons to break up a roadblock on February 26. 

On March 5, a group of 100 Pehuenche began blockading 
the Maya bridge on the road along which the transformer 
was being moved. When Carabineros agents arrived, some 
of them in Endesa vehicles, they used tear gas, rubber 
bullets and water cannons spraying a chemical substance to 
disperse the protesters, who fought back with rocks. Eigh- 
teen hours after the start of the blockade, the police finally 
managed to clear the road, arresting 55 people and injuring 
26 others; 18 police agents were also reported injured. 

On March 4, two hooded and armed individuals forced 
an Endesa employee out of his truck, then doused it with 
gas and set it on fire. The Council of Pehuenche Authori- 
ties of the Alto Biobio denied any involvement by the 
Pehuenche in the event, saying Endesa staged the attack to 
provoke terror against them. 
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forester, Harv Forsgren, found no reason to cancel it. Vanport 
had to log the area or risk losing its million dollar deposit. 

Thanks to overwhelming public support, Senator Wyden, 
Representatives David Wu and Earl Blumenauer called for the 
cancellation of the unlogged portion of the sales. Wyden 
pressured the USDA to conduct an independent environmen- 
tal review of the sale, and he extracted a commitment from the 
Bush administration to implement recommendations made 
in the study. The review team released their report in July 2001, 
verifying the serious problems with logging at Eagle Creek. 

Scientists only looked at a few of the issues regarding 
blowdown and possible remedial actions to prevent addi- 
tional environmental damage. Downstream communities 
insisted that the scientists look specifically at the USFS's 
claims that the only way to keep this roadless area and 
watershed healthy is to log it. 

Despite a narrow review, the scientists recommended that 
less than 10 percent of the timber sale should be logged. 
They found that the forests in the "Eagle Creek drainage are 
predominantly 'mature' stands in their second century of 
development... originated by natural regeneration follow- 
ing wildfires during 1840-1850.” They found a 300-year-old 
western red cedar tree and a stream that USFS had failed to 
identify in the Environmental Impact Statement. 

Regina Merrit of the Oregon Natural Resources Council said 
that canceling the sales "would be the best way to protect the 
water for 185,000 Oregonians. These roadless forests are the 
cleanest source of drinking water." Representative Wu said 
the decision was "three years overdue. I hope the USFS will 
respond to Oregonians' concerns more quickly in the future." 

Everyone who fought to save this watershed has much to 
celebrate. Though the review team failed to hold the 
timber sale to the highest environmental standard, Vanport 
rejected a new contract citing lower market prices for 


timber and controversy around logging at Eagle Creek. 
Undersecretary of Agriculture Mark Rey said the Eagle 
Creek timber could be offered for sale again. An aide to 
Wyden, said that this was unlikely any time in the near 
future considering public sentiment and protesters' deter- 
mination to protect this potential wilderness area. 

The day before the announcement of the Eagle Creek 
cancellation, Dale Bosworth, Bush's chief of the USFS 
declared the Northwest Forest Plan a failure that needs 
replacement. He claims that the cumbersome procedures 
such as laborious surveys for rare forest species ($26 mil- 
lion a year) have rendered USFS ineffective. 

The Oregon Natural Resources Council said the North- 
west Forest Plan barely does enough to protect wildlife as 
it is. It's mired in lawsuits and delays because federal 
foresters have continued to log old forests in the face of 
increasing public opposition." 

Treesitters will remain at Eagle Creek until the cancella- 
tion is finalized. CFA and other Oregon groups are gearing 
up to challenge other unscientific timber sales. A Summer 
of Cascadian forest actions beckons once again. 

For more info., visit www.cascadiaforestalliance.org. 



On April 12, Beth O'Brien, 22, climbed the treesit 
that defends Eagle Creek's "Sunset Grove." She fell 
from a 150-foot-high rope ladder and died from inju- 
ries. Beth was a joyful spirit in Portland this last year. 
She died in the tradition of courageous action to 
defend life. May her efforts and sincerity guide our 
actions and the urgency of our goals. 
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Ned Ludd: T be tort Art of TonneWn.7 


Throughout history, tunnels have 
provided people with shelter, se- 
crecy and military advantage. When 
activists in the UK began tunnelling 
in the mid-1990s, they redefined 
the war for the Earth. The Depart- 
ment of Trollheim dug the first tun- 
nels in England to stop the A30 road 
project in 1996. At the time, tunnel- 
ling was a radical response to the 
civil restrictions imposed on activ- 
ists engaged in blockades, treesits 
and other forms of direct action. 
State and corporate interests were 
escalaing their violent eviction tech- 
niques at action sites too, nearly 
killing people on several locations. 
Tunneling forced them to change 
their heavy-handed eviction tactics. 

In January 1997, the Fairmile evic- 
tion proved that a few people occupy- 
ing tunnels could successfully stave off 
an eviction for a full week. The techni- 
cality of the eviction also bought the 
campaign time to organize other ex- 
pressions of resistance before the site 
could be destroyed. After that, tunnel- 
ling evolved and became even more 
complex. The tunnelers at Crystal Pal- 
ace lengthened the eviction from two 


to 19 days in the Spring of 1999. Two 
strong women held off hundreds of 
cops and security guards from their 
underground bunker and upped the 
cost of the eviction. 

Oregon forest activists experi- 
mented with tunnelling between 
1996 and 1998 at the Howl and Growl 
and the Fall Creek defense camps. 

Throughout history, tunnels 
have provided people with 
shelter, secrecy and military 
advantage. 

Although these tunnels were busted 
while unoccupied, there is great po- 
tential for tunnels to be used on any 
number of campaigns in North 
America. Given the increasingly vio- 
lent and rapidly evolving responses 
of law enforcement officials to our 
current tactics, maybe it's time to 
evolve some of our own tactics and 
prepare to dig in for victory! 


Where to Start? 

• Obviously find a location with the 
most potential for blockading (i.e. devel- 
opment site entrance, end of a logging 
road, defense of existing treesits, etc.). 

• It can be advantageous to have 
the tunnel close to the main camp for 
support-communication and in case 
of emergencies. This may also help for 
security. If there is a concern about 
security then the entrance can always 
be concealed by a tent or tarp. Re- 
member not to surround the immedi- 
ate area with soil! A sure giveaway! 

• Think about the location in terms 
of water table, geology and soil type. 
You can't tunnel into a bog. The bot- 
tom of a valley is going to have a high 
water table and will risk flooding the 
tunnel. You can't generally tunnel into 
a mountain. Consider such site factors 
before you waste your time. 

Digging In 

• You will obviously need a spade, 
shovel or trenching tool. A long- 
handled tool is eventually going to 
make digging awkward. A short- 
handled pickaxe is very useful. A chisel 
will help for large rocks. It can be 



Dancing on the Ruins of GE Crops 

On March 9, 100 people, wearing masks and white 
decontamination suits, flooded the genetically modified 
oilseed rape fields of Forest Farms in Long Marston, En- 
gland. They began pulling up the GE plants while others 
waved flags and a samba band played an accompaniment. 
Activists performed theatrical delaying tactics until the 
police presence became too much. Five people were ar- 
rested for criminal damage. 

Day of Action Against the IDB Meeting 

On March 1 1 , protesters held a day of action in Fortaleza, 
Brazil against the meeting of the Inter-American Develop- 
ment Bank (IDB). Leftist parties, unions, NGOs and young 
people marched through the streets in protest of the IDB's 
funding of social projects in Brazil that do not take into 
account the social and environmental impacts. President 
Bush, Brazilian President Fernando Henrique Cardoso 
and more than 40 ministers of finance from around the 
world attended the official IDB activities. 

The government deployed more than 4,500 police 
officers and military personnel which led to violence 
and injuries during the protests. The protesters were 


illegally stopped by the police and a standoff ensued. A 
shoving match between protesters and police was fol- 
lowed by pepper spray and tear gas. Objects and tear gas 
canisters were thrown back at the police until police on 
horses made a full charge and divided the group. 

Ten Activists Hospitalized During 
Anti-Dam Protests 

Four anti-dam protesters from the Movement of Dam- 
Affected People (MAB) in Brazil were hospitalized on 
March 12 after being shot with rubber bullets by the 
police. The protesters were part of a 500-person march to 
the worksite of the Barra Grande dam on the Uruguay 
River. Six other activists were hospitalized on the same 
day after being beaten by military police at a public 
meeting at an electricity agency in Porto Alegre. 

On March 14, the International Day of Action Against 
Dams, MAB protested plans to build the Belo Monte 
dam, which would be the world's third largest dam and 
would flood more than 10,000 square kilometers of the 
Amazon rainforest. 

MAB is engaged in a national campaign of protests against 
Brazil's hydropower energy policy. They are demanding 
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useful if you know any blacksmiths 
who can make you custom tools. A 
headlamp with lots of spare batteries 
is a necessity, as are buckets or sand 
bags with rope. 

• The first stage is to dig a vertical 
shaft. There needs to be a certain 
thickness of earth above before a 
tunnel is self-supporting. Dig the 
shaft to a minimum of six feet. 
Cover the hole with a tarp to keep 
rain, critters and other things from 
falling in. 


• Once you have the right depth, 
you can start the real adventure — 
digging inward. There are narrow 
"worm holes" which you have to 
worm your way along on your belly. 
They are cramped to work in and are 
impossible to shore up. Digging a 
wormhole will depend on how stable 
the soil is. They have the benefit of 
being difficult to evict people from. 
A larger tunnel will allow for support 
with wooden shoring. This allows 
more room to work in and the possi- 
bility of putting in doors which can 
be secured during eviction. 

• After a certain point, air will get thin. 
Time to put in an air system. One method 
is a car fan running off of a 12-volt (car) 
battery pumping air in through PVC 
pipes or more flexible hose pipes. 

• At some point, you will want to 
establish a chamber — a larger space, 
which is shored up enough that you 
feel comfortable sleeping under- 
ground. At a minimum you will want 
enough room to lie down and sit up. 

• You should implement a two-way 
communication system to talk with 
the folks above ground — also useful for 
speaking to the police during an evic- 
tion. An antenna could be fixed for a 
radio — very useful but more tricky if 
you want to establish a line which the 
police won't detect and cut! 


• From here let your imagination run 
riot. Put in a lockdown. Put in another 
shaft. Tunnel off in a different direc- 
tion. Barricade the entrance to the 
chamber with a steel or wooden door 
hinged to the shoring. 

Safety and Sanity 

• For lighting, stock up on candles. 
Provided there is an air supply, this 
will not endanger your oxygen. 

• Stock up on plenty of non-perish- 
able food, books, cards and games. 

• Sealed bottled water and vitamin 
D (there's no sunlight so your body 
will need this.) 

• The temperature is constant 
down below so the cold isn't really 
a problem. 

• You'll need some heavy-duty bags 
and toilet paper for shitting. Bury this. 
Use water bottles for pissing. 

• Tunnel evictions have taken from a 
few days to 40 days. Be prepared. 

Tunnelling has obvious risks. This is 
a rough guide only. For a more details, 
see the Earth First! Direct Action 
Manual, (available from the EF! Jour- 
nal), visit www.cornerstone.ukf.net/ 
crc/tunnel/tunnel.html or contact 
Tim, c/o Manchester EF!, Dept. 29, 
255 Winslow Rd, Manchester, En- 
gland, M14 5LW; (161)226-6814; 
mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk. 


frontlmex, 


that the government halt subsidies to energy-intensive 
industries and instead provide electricity to rural communi- 
ties. MAB is urging the government to provide incentives 
for energy efficiency, conservation, wind and solar energy, 
and for fair compensation to people who have lost their 
livelihoods as a result of dam construction. 

Bcuador Treesit Evicted 

South America's first-ever treesit ended on March 25 when 
100 national police officers forcibly evicted the 17 activists 
who were blockading the Oleaducto de Crudos Pesados (OCP) 
pipeline construction. Residents of Mindo, with support 
from international allies, had been peacefully occupying the 
treetops and cloud forest ridgeline since January 2. 

The activists were arrested and transported— -in buses 
contracted by the OCP— to a detention center in Quito. The 
international activists were charged with misusing their 
tourist visas, and seven of them were deported. The Ecua- 
dorian activists were charged with halting pipeline con- 
struction, trespass and damaging construction equipment. 
The legality of the eviction and arrests was called into 
question by local environmental and human rights groups 
since the treesit was taking place on private property with 



permission from the landowner. The police took action 
before a warrant or eviction order were issued. The groups 
also pointed out that the OCP's environmental license was 
revoked on March 6 by the Ministry of the Environment due 
to damages done to local ecosystems by the OCP itself. 

In response to the arrests, 60 residents of the Mindo area 
blocked the principal highway from Quito to Los Bancos. 
They overtook two OCP trucks carrying pipeline tubes 
destined for Quito and forced the vehicles into the town 
square where they painted the tubes with the phrase: "OCP 
out of Mindo. "The residents demanded that all 17 arrestees 
be released before they would relinquish the vehicles. 

After being held in jail for a week, the Ecuadorian activists 
and five remaining international activists were released. All 
charges were dropped when the mayor of Quito approved a 
habeas corpus petition filed by the environmental group 
Action Ecologica. According to the vice mayor of Quito, the 
activists were "unfairly detained." The vice mayor also deter- 
mined that the rights of the international activists were 
violated when charges against them were not explained in 
their native languages as mandated by the Ecuadorian Con- 
stitution. The OCP is currently persuing criminal charges 
against the activists involved in supporting the treesit. 
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In the rest of this essay, I want to engage directly the In India, nationalist merchants and industrialists were 
question of strategy, and I want to do so while avoiding the a key constituent group of Gandhi's mass nonviolent 
dichotomy for either/or. I feel that both types of action movement. In fact, Gandhi's particular social vision was 
(and their accompanying world views) are useful, though only mildly critical of (and hardly threatening to) the 
each is more useful at some times rather than at others. landlords who were ruthlessly exploiting the peasantry. 

I think we need to discern the conditions under Similarly, much of the indigenous Filipino business class 
which mass-based nonviolent civil action is both pos- (as well as many high level military officers) lent valuable 
sible and effective. Conversely, we should _ support to the nonviolent overthrow of Marcos, 

explore for conditions under which whose personal management of the 

monkeywrenching might be less use- economy had denied much of this class 

ful, even counterproductive. Fi- a share in the spoils, 

nally, we should then evaluate l lmm ; \. The black civil rights movement in 

past Earth First! strategy in light '^—^1 \ the US, while facing virulent opposi- 

of such theory. \ tion from the white southern work- 

Such a task is daunting, but it \\ \ in § c ^ ass anc * its allies in the local 

needs to be done. I am going to W \ \ \ political establishments, did not 

contribute by offering a rudi- \ \ face severe resistance from the 

mentary analysis concerning the (f 1 planter-merchant class that had 

mass, nonviolent movement part iT i V l I called the shots in the South ever 

of the equation, at the considerable V’S \ / since it erected "Jim Crow." This elite 

risk of putting my foot in my cl ass was relatively indifferent to the 

mouth and kicking. <5^*59 epa /gg jfcp struggles of the 1950s and 1960s, probably 

Mass-based movements relying M Apjf KBo because the rapid postwar mechanization 

on nonviolent civil disobedience V V^V / / \ /O j j ) of the cotton and tobacco industries had 

have been successful in the past. * — SL-iec-i reduced the planter-merchant's dependence 

Five movements obviously come to upon massively indebted black sharecrop- 

mind: Gandhi’s nonviolent movement in India during pers. By the late 1950s, this extremely powerful class had 
the 1920s and 1930s, the Filipino "people's power" little to lose in the second emancipation of blacks, and it did 
movement, the black civil rights movement during the little to exert such power in comparison to what it had done 
1960s and 1970s, and a number of nonviolent revolts in during the previous 50 years. Added to this relative indiffer- 
Eastern Europe in 1989. In none of these cases, however, ence was the substantial support and cultivation of black 
did the most powerful segments of the economic/politi- political motivation by the Democratic Party further, 
cal/military elite exert a unified, forceful opposition to For the rest of the story, you can order back issues of the EF! 

the mass-based movements. Journal for $5 each or $500 for our 21-year set. 
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A black female wolf to "Catwoman" 
who dressed in full feline gear — including 
kitten mask, cape, over-sized ears and a 
tail — for climbing a 125-foot-tall smoke- 
stack in March to call attention to the health 
and environmental dangers of fiberglass manu- 
facturing in Shasta Lake, California. After seven 
hours and considerable media attention, Catwoman 
coolly descended her pedestal atop the smokestack. 

A wolf yipping at a shindig to the residents of 28 
Vermont towns who in March, voted overwhelmingly 
in opposition to genetically engineered (GE) food and 
crops. They stated that the role of GE in environmental 
degradation, health problems and world trade convinced 
them to vote for labeling and a moratorium on GE in 
their communities. 

Wolves and Poodles 


A cow-tipping wolf to the Center for Biological Diver- 
sity for forcing the Los Padres National Forest to withdraw 
its decision to increase livestock grazing along the Big Sur 
coast in California. Endangered species harmed by grazing 
on the coast include steelhead trout, California red-legged 
frogs and Smith's blue butterflies. 

A "take a bite out of Crime" Sergeant McGruff wolf to 
the 30 Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty activists who 
spent a lovely March afternoon in the English countryside 
conducting a "neighborhood watch" around Huntingdon 
Life Sciences employees' homes by informing all their 
neighbors that they live beside animal killers. Huntingdon 
Life Sciences is Europe's largest contract animal testing 
laboratory. They kill 500 animals a day, including dogs, 
cats, monkeys and birds. 

An equal number of sidekick cyberpunk 
wolves to the 500,000 activists who marched 
through the streets of Barcelona, Spain to 
protest the summit of European leaders on 
March 16. The protest began peacefully 
but ended in violence as the police at- 
tacked protesters with rubber bullets and 
tear gas. Many protesters were beaten by 
the police while trying to seek refuge. It is 
unknown how many were seriously injured. 

A dollar store Roman bust simulacrum of a poodle to 
Heralk Tim Nesvik, a member of the Norwegian Parlia- 
ment who recently nominated UK Prime Minister Tony 
Blair and US President George W. Bush for the Nobel Peace 
Prize. According to the awarding committee, the winner of 
the prize "shall have done the most or the best work for 
fraternity between nations (and) for the abolition or 
reduction of standing armies." Blair has 
ordered more military actions than any 
UK leader since World War II. Mean- 
while, Bush has instigated wars in Co- 
lombia, Palestine, Afghanistan as well as 
threatened Iran, North Korea and Iraq 
with the world's largest standing army. 





A not seeing the forest for the trees, shoot yourself 
in the pawpoodle to the management of the Rainforest 
Action Network (RAN) for the politically motivated 
firing of their organizing director in February. The move 
suggests that the RAN management has strategic 
shortcomings in believing they can win corporate cam- 
paigns without putting resources into grassroots move- 
ment building. Reports are that the firing was intended 
to silence internal criticism of RAN management's 
unaccountable decision-making powers and lack of a 
systemic analysis of corporate power. 

A Joe Six Pack middle-class father of six poodle 
puppies to the federal government for agreeing to pay for 
35,000 gas masks to protect the people who live near an 
incinerator in Anniston, Alabama, where the Army will 
burn deadly nerve agents. With 2,254 tons of lethal chemi- 
cals, packed in aging rockets and mortar rounds, Anniston 
stores seven percent of the nation's chemical stockpile. 
Local officials, undeterred by the band-aid approach, are 
pressing the federal government to distribute 
35,000 protective hoods. 

A dyed-pink poodle holding on tight 
* to a belching three-wheeler to the Bu- 
reau of Land Management for reopen- 



ing 49,300 acres of the California 
Imperial Sand Dunes for the next off- 
road vehicle season. This move will 
threaten the rare desert tortoise and 
Pierson’s milkvetch, both of which 
exist only in the Sonoran desert. 
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Goose Egg timber sale, unit 25. GFHP 
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Fos&il Creek, GFNF = 


government-created boundaries of the 
Gifford Pinchot National Forest. 


Gifford Pinchot Under Siege 


The intersection of three watersheds- 
Trout Lake Creek, Little White Salmon River, 
and Upper Lewis River^-might as well be con- 
sidered the heart of the Gifford Pinchot Na- 
tional Forest. Encompassing the acreage of 
the three watersheds is approximately 
201,500 acres of federal ownership (larger 
with private land included). Located between 
the Mt. Adams Wilderness Area, Big Lava 
Beds and Indian Heaven Wilderness Area, 
these three watersheds contain some of the 
last interior ancient forest located in Wash- 
ington state. Gray wolves are known to fre- 
quent these watersheds, and spotted owls 
populate the area. 

Notions of paradise give way to reality. 
The road density in these watersheds is 
above average, approximately four miles of 
road per square mile. These roads contrib- 
ute thousands of tons of silt and gravel an- 
nually to a riverine system that already is 
not functioning. Historic logging has frag- 
mented the forest to the pointthat barred 
owls — larger, more aggressive, and better 
adapted to poor-quality habitat than their 
better known cousins — now outnumber 
spotted owls. Currently, several timber sales 
are planned in the middle of unfragmented 
ancient forests, habitat corridors and 
stream headwaters. The Alpha, Beta, 
Omega, Lock, Swell, and Goose Egg timber 
sales total over 2,179 acres, most of which 
Is ancient forest. Although these sales 
cross ranger district lines and watershed 
boundaries, these six timber sales are all 


puzzle pieces. Given the fragmented nature 
of the forest, and the imperiled status of 
the species that live in these watersheds, 
it’s impossible to understand any rationale 
the Forest Service would have for propos- 
ing these sales, other than as a timber grab 
of the greatest magnitude. 

Sales like these have led to continuous liti- 
gation under Option 9, otherwise known as 
Clinton’s Northwest Forest Rian. Imple- 
mented in 1994, the Plan was a political com- 
promise brokered by those who had little 
understanding of how the compromise would 
play out on the ground. The idea was to “bal- 
ance” timber production and economic sta- 
bility with ancient forest protection. Option 
9 sacrificed ancientforest protection for 1.2 
billion board feet of timber per year off the 
west-side Cascadian forests. 

It has been up to the activists and the 
courts to force the Forest Service and the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to com- 
ply with any of the provisions of Option 9. in 
1996, several organizations sued the Forest 
Service and the BLM for failing to conduct 
surveys according to the survey and man- 
age protocolsthe Plan established. The court 
agreed that the Plan clearly required the 
surveys, and imposed a region-wide injunc- 
tion preventing logging until the surveys were 
completed. Rather than comply with the law, 
the feds changed the rules and decided that 
certain surveys were no longer required, nul- 
lifying the injunction. 

Meanwhile, activists were busy challeng- 


servation Strategy (ACS) designed to pro- 
tect imperiled fish stocks and riparian ar- 
eas. The ACS lawsuit alleged that the 
National Marine Fisheries Service was not 
accurately assessing the impacts to fish 
and aquatic systems, and instead was de- 
ferring the impacts of timber harvest to the 
future at a watershed scale rather than the 
immediate impacts to a stream running 
through a timber sale. Enviros secured an- 
other win and injunction, which put additional 
timber sales on hold. 

As the survey and manage and ACS law- 
suits were winding their way through the 
courts, Cascadians sued again, this time over 
protection of the northern spotted owl under 
the Endangered Species Act. In this case, we 
alleged that the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
was failing to quantify, qualify and track harm 
to the owl, and was destroying its critical habi- 
tat by clearcutting ancient forests. For the 
past IB months, this litigation has held up 
timber sales in western Oregon, Washington, 
and California forests. 

Earlier this year, the Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice stated it will soon begin approving tim- 
ber sales throughout the region, despite the 
spotted owl litigation. The Forest Service and 
NMFS have “fixed” the legal problems identi- 
fied in the survey and manage and ACS law- 
suits, which means that the Alpha, Beta, 
Omega, Lock, Swell, and Goose Egg — as well 
as the other 20 post-decision sales on the 
Forest — can be auctioned, sold, awarded, 
and logged as soon as this summer. That 
doesn’t include another 21 timber sales in 
various stages of preparation. 

While we might have a few more tricks up 
our collective green sleeves, time is running 
out for the cathedral forests of the Gifford 



located adjacent to each other, just like ing the implementation of the Aquatic Con- Pinchot National Forest. 


Northeast Washington Under the Ax dart0en mar * tnses ’ 

IN UK I HfcASI WASHING IUN UNUfcK IMfc: /\A Motorized use is an increasing threat on the Okanogan and 
The forests east of the Cascade rain curtain, including the Colville, Wenatchee, with more snowmobile use, more off-road vehicles use and 
Okanogan, Wenatchee and Umatilla National Forests, are drier, but more an expansion of heli-skiing in the Northern Cascades, 
diverse than wet-side forests. High election spruce and lodgepole give Wildfire continues to be a key excuse to log western forests, and 
way to mid-elevation Douglas fir and Western larch and low elevation eastern Washington is no exception. The National Fire Plan is sup- 
ponderosa pine. Wildfire is the primary tool of change, often leaving a few posed to protect rural communities in the wildland/urban Interface 
fire-resistant ancient trees while nearby smaller trees burn. zone, but we are seeing that money used on regular timber sales. 

Few people know that the Colville National Forest is home to the only You can help out with market campaigns. Boise Corp. (they logged 
population of mountain caribou in the US. This critically endangered the Cascades out of their name) is very actively logging on all east- 
species shares the Selkirk Mountains with grizzly, wolf, lynx and wolver- side forests. We need city dwellers to visit their offices, convince col- 
ine. Eastern Washington’s fisheries are also trashed, with bull trout, leges to not purchase their products, and get them off of our public 
westslope cutthroat trout, and several salmon species in decline over lands. We also could use some folks to come out and photo-docu- 
most of their range. Many of the healthiest fish populations ans, of ment Boise logging on public lands. Another bad actor is the Stimson 
course, in unroaded areas. Lumber Company, based in Portland. These folks are liquidating the 

As the logging levels west of the Cascades have dropped, the levels forests in the northeast part of the Washington, 
in eastern Washington have risen, especially on the Colville and Umatilla. To help, please contact The Lands Council at 921 W. Sprague, 6po- 
The Colville is set to release the Gardin-Taco timber sale. At 63 million kane, WA, 99201; 509-B3B-4912; tlc@Handscouncil.org and 
board feet it will be the largest timber sale in the Northwest this year. Leavenworth Audubon Adopt-A-Forest at PO Box 154, Peshastin, WA 
As with virtually all of the logging, the excuse is fire danger, insect 9BB47; 509-54B-7640; patr@crcwnet.com. 




MT. HOOD 

Welcometo Mt. Hood National 
Forest-our nation’s fourth big- 
gest money losing national for- 
est. Located in North Central 
Oregon between the Columbia 
River on the North and the Wil- 
lamette National Forest on the 
South, the Mt. Hood National 
Forest's 1.1 million acres contain 
166,200 acres of designated wil- 
derness, over 3,000 miles of 
roads, and 60 current timber 
sales with well-over 22,000 
acres proposed for logging. 

The Forests of Mt. Hood range 
from the classic ancient forests 
of the Pacific Northwest with 
large, old Douglas firs and west- 
ern hemlocks to dryer east-side 
transition forests dominated by 
ponderosa pines and oaks. Spe- 
cies of concern include the now 


famous northern spotted owls 
and red tree voles as well as 
bald eagles, jumping slugs, per- 
egrine falcons, rare lichens, lynx 
and wolverines. 

April 20, 1999, marked the be- 
ginning of the 3-year treesit at 
Eagie Creek. Sold in 1996 under 
the Salvage Rider, the Eagle 
sales threatened a 5 00-acre 
roadless area, beautiful native 
forest, and the drinking water 
supply for 165,000 Oregonians. | 
This resistance was the second 
longest road blockade in US his-, 
tory, second only to the infa- 
mous Warner Creek. Amazingly, 
the resistance was successful 
and the Eagle Creek timber sale 
was canceied on April 9, 2002. 

The resistance at Eagle 
Creek was the latest in a proud 
history of direct action in the 
Mt. Hood National Forest. Re- 
member Enola Hill? 


. ^ . The 1.7-million acre 

\A/I AMFTTF Willamette National For- 

VVII — I — / MYIL— I I 1 — > est, located in the cen- 

tral Oregon Cascades, is 
the flagship of the Forest Service’s timber sale program. The tem- 
perate rain forests of the Willamette National Forest are among 
the most productive in the world, and the Willamette has tradi- 
tionally logged more old growth than any other forest in the coun- 
try. The forest currently has more than 8,000 miles of logging 
roads and hundreds of thousands of acres of clearcuts. 


photo by James Johnston 


The million-acre Umpqua National For- 
I K h yy /) A est in south-central Oregon is nestled be- 

Lx I Y I I Or \JI \ tween the high Oregon Cascades and the 
Siskiyous and features diverse volcanic 
topography. The Umpqua was recently listed as one of the ten most 
endangered in the United States by the National Forest Protection 
Alliance. The Umpqua National Forest feeds the Umpqua River, a very 
important salmon, steelhead and cutthroat trout fishery. 


THE TILLAMOOK 

In the Northwestern corner of Oregon lie the Tillamook and Clatsop 
State Forests. Known collectively as “the Tillamook” this forest is one 
of the largest contiguous temperate rainforests in the lower 48 states. 
Starting in the 1930s, a series of fires (some human-caused) burned 
hundreds of thousands of acres of the forest. The story of the citizen 
effort to replant the forest has become a part of Oregon history. 

Now that the post-burn trees in the Tillamook are getting fat, the 
Oregon Department of Forestry is planning to auction them for 
clearcutting, along with the forested areas that either survived or es- 
caped the fire. For example, the Astoria District of the Clatsop State 
Forest has over 1,000 acres planned for clearcutting in 2002. Forestwide, 
the amount of logging has more than doubled in the last three years. 

With very little federal forestland in the area, the Tillamook is an 
island of biodiversity surrounded by a sea of clearcuts and tree planta- 
tions on private lands. The survival of endangered salmon, marbled 
murrelets, spotted owls and other sensitive species depends on the 
protection of the Tillamook. 

Unfortunately, the forests are managed by the Oregon Department 
of Forestry (ODF), an anachronistic, rogue agency that is literally de- 
cades behind other public land management agency’s practices. If you 


ever want to feel good about the US Forest Service, get to know this 
prehistoric, scandal-plagued bunch. For example, ODF just concluded 
its first public comment period on an annual operations plan-ever! It 
took a summer of treesits, arrests and general butt-kicking on behalf 
of local activists to convince them of this revolutionary idea. 

ODF recently implemented a controversial “structure-based man- 
agement plan (S6M)” for state lands. To translate, structure-based 
management means “we’ll pretend to create wildlife habitat while cut- 
ting everything that’s bigger than a pecker pole.” Under SBM, every- 
thing gets cut; there are no wildlife reserves, no protections for roadless 
areas, and no chance for forests to get old enough to support old- 
growth dependent species. 

According to the ODF plan, these sensitive species are supposed to 
do a sort of habitat hopscotch, jumping out of cut areas into for- 
ested stands (read: young, previously logged stands), jumping out of 
those stands when they are cut, and so on, forever. The problem is, 
some species like the old forests themselves and others can’t, or won’t, 
hop to another home. SBM is a sham, plain and simple. 

This summer is a great time to. get involved to protect Oregon’s 
state forestlands. ODF has lots of plans and lots to learn. Your help is 
needed to move us toward an end to commercial logging on Oregon’s 
state forests. 







Come on out to help support 
on-going direct actions in the 
Mt. Hood this summer. We need 
forest elves for nonviolent direct 
action, rare species surveys and 
timber-sale monitoring. We need 
folks to research and visit stores 
like BMC West and Keith Brown 
Building Supplies (which sell the 
products of the timber compa- 
nies logging the Mt. Hood Na- 
tional Forest), attend timber 
sale auctions, engage in rural and 
urban outreach, and, most im- 
portantly, to help us stop 60 
atrocious sales. 

For more information, con- 
tact Bark at POB 12065, Port- 
land, OR 97212; 503-331-0374; 
bark@spiritone.com; www.bark- 


4679; cfa@spiritone.com; 
www.cascadiaforestalliance.org. 


THE EASTSIDE 


While many people in Oregon 
associate forest activism with 
the lush forests of the western 
Cascades and the tree-villages 
that inhabit them, 63% of 
Oregon’s forests are located 
east of the Cascades, represent- 
ing high desert and high-eleva- 
tion, interior-forest ecosystems. 
The drier climate lends itself to 
a higher fire frequency and 
slower-growing forests. 

Not unlike west-side forests, 
these woods are also under 
threat of logging due to the US 
Forest (dis)Service and the 


Bureau of Land 

1 (mis)Management 

s (BLM). Many of the 

p| issues are similar: 

destructive 
projects under the guise of res- 
toration, fire “salvage,” ancient 
ecosystems, species habitat, 
roadbuilding in roadless areas, 
logging near or in riparian areas, 
etc. Livestock grazing in east-side 
forests is much more common and 
devastates riparian areas, espe- 
cially in conjunction with unsus- 
tainable logging practices. The 
heavy presence of volcanic ash in 
the soil of these forests also 
makes recovery very difficult. 

Recent Bush-era timber sales 
have shifted towards even larger- 
scale destruction than before. 


Sales are planned that span thou- 
sands of acres, contain 200+ sale 
units, and single sale units are now 
as large as 350 acres! All of these 
sales generally fit into one of two 
categories: areas recovering from 
past logging or overgrazing which 
need time to heal or areas that 
comprise the little remaining pris- 
tine unroaded or wilderness habitat. 

The Blue Mountains Biodiversity 
Project (BMBP) usually works on 
the Umatilla, Malheur and Ochoco 
National Forests, as well as the 
Prineville BLM district. One of the 
main tactics BMBP uses is thor- 
ough field-checking and ground- 
truthing, which allows for detailed 
and informed comments, appeals, 
and if necessary, lawsuits. (Direct 
action can be difficult in an area 


photo by Brett Cole 


where the cows outnumber the 
human population.) 

Volunteers for field-checking 
or writing comments on land- 
management projects are wel- 
come, as well as law students 
to write administrative appeals 
and lawyers to take pro-bono or 
contingency suits. Financial 
contributions are always 
needed, along with recycled pa- 
per, manual typewriters, truck 
repairs, film, cameras, binocu- 
lars, compasses, etc. Organiz- 
inga benefitinyourtownforthe 
work we do would also be greatly 
appreciated. Please contact 
the Blue Mountains Biodiversity 
Project, 27803 Williams Lane, 
Fossil, OR 97830; 541-468- 
2028; voicemail 541-385-9167. 


KLAMATH-SI5KIY0U 

The renowned forests of the Klamath-Siskiyou region are some of the 
richest in the world. They house over 200 rare plants, and top the charts 
in butterfly, mollusk and tree diversity. Many species are endemic to the 
region. The area is still good habitat for large predators, like gray wolf 
and mountain lion, but plans to road and log its treasures are afoot. 
About one fourth of the forests in this region are still standing, but only 
one tenth are protected. 

Over 100 timber sales on public land, threatening thousands of acres 
of forests, dot the map of Klamath-Siskiyou. While these timber sales 
are in various stages of planning and litigation, several are ready to be 
logged early this Summer. There are also many threatened forest stands 
in the south Cascades, some near Crater Lake National Park. While a bit 


drier in places, these forests have classic old-growth characteristics 
of Cascadian forests in the Willamette and Umpqua Valleys. 

Several timber sales are cloaked as fire-hazard-reduction projects. 
Often the Forest Service or BLM says that it needs to log certain 
areas to prevent the severe spread of wildfire. While its true that fire 
suppression and logging have radically altered the forests of this re- 
gion, these activities have only been widespread in the last 50 years. 
Only small, non-commercial trees are overabundant in our forests. The 
Forest Service and BLM now use fire-hazard reduction as the primary 
reason to continue logging forests to feed the insatiable mills. 

For more information, contact Joseph Vaile at the Klamath-Siskiyou 
Wildlands Center, POB 102, Ashland, OR 97520; 541-468-5769; 
joseph@kswild.org and Lesley Adams at the Ecology Center of the Sis- 
kiyous, 541-552-6512. 
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Tales from the Subway 

Pigeons ride the subway trains of New York City all the 
time. When the trains layover at the terminal to be cleaned, 
pigeons amble through the doors looking for forgotten 
crumbs. Being pigeons, they do not listen for the an- 
nouncement that the train is leaving, and the doors close 
them in. They generally ride to the next stop, exiting as 
soon as the doors open. Pigeons ride trains at several 
outdoor terminals and stations, like the Stillwell Avenue 
station on Coney Island. In the New York Times on March 
5, Francisco Pe, a conductor on the A train, said he watched 
pigeons step off his train and promptly fly back to the 
terminal where they boarded again. Sarah Canty, a train 
cleaner, noticed that the pigeons might be evolving into 
more alert straphangers. "When the bell goes off, you 
watch them," she said. "They know the bell like we do." 

Nothing is Sacred 

A State University of New York at Buffalo professor, in a 
recent ecology journal, expressed confidence that eventu- 
ally butterflies could be genetically altered to permit adver- 
tising logos and other designs on their wings. 



Playtime for Piggy 

Germany's agriculture ministry announced it would 
implement the European Union guidelines that requires 
pig farmers to spend quality time with their animals. 
The guidelines recommend 20 seconds of quality time 
per pig per day, plus playthings and brighter lighting. 



"*■ 


| A. Famil V d lowed an Oregon rough- 

Earth Liberation Front cell participant "tree” struggled with this his van. Sandies savs the attacks lowed five newts. He had been 
logger's chainsaw blade. In an effort to save her forest family, began the day after he acc jden- drinking beer, consumed the 
she performed direct action sabotage on the ecoterronsfs truck. ta ]]y ran over another bird sev- amphibians on a bet, vomited 

eral miles away. and survived. 
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FROGMAN 


They call me 
the frog man 

and my Green Party began 
when my tail dropped off 
and my voice changed. 

Gribbit gribbit! Hop hop hop 
you like my fine long legs? 
don’t you dare EAT THEM! 

They call me the frog man 

not a hot dog smog pog grog man 

or a Dilly bar lily pad silly shrilly frilly Fad. 

but of course the time for rhyme 

opportunist crime for a nickel or a dime 

has passed. 

and my hero... is Kermit! Of course. 

They call me the frog man 
I carry the essence of swamp 
under my armpits... wanna sniff? 

I am... the... only... frog... 
you’ll see- 
all summer. 

But come spring, I’ll meet a she frog 
we’ll hop hop hop hop... gribbit... gribbit 
we’ll eat some flies, harmonize 
photosynthesize, then (whisper) fantasize! 
find a quiet place 
share a fleeting (“ahem”) frogasm 
(she’ll lay the eggs) 

and I’ll be off. Hop hop hop gribbit, gribbit. 
Hey! It’s just biology 

didn’t say I was a sappy romantic frog man 
or I’d write a poem about 
muskrat love or something. 


Anncii 






Ir-tem *jp® 


TREESIT 

Swaying in the breeze,- 
your boat, your child’s rocket ship 
made from climbing ro; 
woven from one ancient 
the other 

with banner hanging in 
every light breeze 
every sprinkling of needles £ 
moves you sensitively , 
on pine scented air 




You said you can see 
in between tile checkerboard patter: 
they’ve made of earth | 'X 

In the morniig the sound of chainsaws 
will awaken you 
from star studded sleep 
the trees you wove onto 
marked for cuttt 


ere 


Lies passive under circling planes 


At sunset j * v * * # 

Takes our bombs and pesticides V 

am c jf.tr # I Y 

r s p™y $ x&A i {L. J v \ JlzJ 

, X Gives us poison water and radio- ¥ 

?A x /# jr\ \1 fX \ 

active / \ ■ 

'xPSaiitSc h \ / Mk 


Xftr? 


At 




with broad blue paint , 

our support holds you up 
in the thin webbing of cliriibin 
delicate and strong 
that ragged steel could cut in seconds 

is, \ 

At dawn you see a bear cub 
hunting for her breakfast 
what shall be her home when all 
trees have been felled 
and earth is only a mess of diry 
brush and dirt 
soon to be sprayed with toxic chemicals 

’ V -- 

“Isn’t $80 billion enough?” you ask, 

“NO,” say the broad metallic jaws of greet 
that gobble the last strands of wilderness 
NO, says consumerism 
NO, says this way of life that ends life 
as your boat of peace 

hangs patiently on the trees 


The land is land is plants is you 
Is earth is water is the pull of 


jr jf J 
Syrjr A 


loon 


[ir.t is life is death ren. 
; land is you 


U t 



I dreamt a dream I was he 

$ *«(•* jg 

Tj:ee / * I J 

Mty bared breasts the last tblno* - : ‘ 
j Between a chainsaw and ' 

.Tears ran between my leg 
With blood and became a river 
J,. I woke up determined to defend 
The dawn. Xt /"• ^ 

SZ f yr \%i 

— Laurel Luddite . 7 N# 







— Thomas Handy Loon 


— -Jean Varda 
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STAND! 


This is it! V. 

It's now or never! 

This is the last chance to take a Stand! 

These beautiful forests, otherwise known as public land, 
y age onde again going underthe governmental chainsaw against our will. 


“But stiB, there’s plenty left,” I hear many folks say. 

i do tool 

OK, That’s true. 

You know why? . %% 

Because warriors long before you put their lives on the line 

By 1961, more than half of our National Forests 

had been clearcut by Uncle Sam 1 

who doesn’t give a damn what you say. I 

“That’s why the Endangered Species Act was enacted/’ you may reply. 

Why look what happened in ’95, sir. w 1 

Clinton’s Timber Salvage rider raped Mother Nature 

of 4.5 billion board feet, stabbed her in the back /u| 

like The Endangered Species Act and The Forest Management Act and 

The Northwest Forest Plan and the 1990 ruling of the Federal Man 

were not even there! pi Zf HJJNMs 


CORONADO NATIONAL FOREST DIRGE 


The cows gotta go from the Coronado 
They simply cannot stay 
The cows gotta go from the Coronado 
They’ve more than had their day 


Cold are the hearts of the ranchers there 
Who think of naught but gain 
A century and more they’ve leached the blood 
From the Coronado’s veins 


And more’s the pity is their cold embrace 
With the Forest Service man 
Who signs the pass for the pillage and rape 
Of the Coronado’s land 


How dare you just stand there like you don’t even care?!!! 
Distorts repeating itself! * 

Just exactly where will the wildlife g 
,,,i*whendhe government has logged it all out? 

The truth of history is beyond doubt! 

If you think it won’t happen just the same, you’re without a brain! 
Either that, or you just don’t care. ff .## 

What ‘cha ‘gonna say to your kids when they ask. 

"Where were you when they took »t all away?” 

“Where?,” I can heat you (and your quiet conscience ) say, 

“Dull, I was there (with my head up my ass. I just didn’t care).” 

— Grasshopper a.k.a. V-Kelly 

©w m \i \lx 


And I’m crying for the birds 
And I’m crying for the trees 
And I’m crying for the beauty lost 
To those men of selfish dreams 


Sad is the song that the sycamore sings 
With the wind sighing through her leaves 
And silent now are the streams that once 
Flowed cool and clear and clean 


So I’m waiting for the day 
When they drive those cows away 
And I’m waiting for the time 
When the land is truly mine 


All rights reseroeft to life authors 
Please send poems to: 


The cows gotta go from the Coronado 
They simply cannot stay 
The cows gotta go from the Coronado 
They’ve more than had their day 
They’ve more than had their day 


#.<©. ffinx 14501 
Slerkeleij, CA 94412-5501 


-Tim Lengerich 
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Dear SFB: Letters to the Editors 


To the Editor, 

I am here in the metropo- 
lis that doesn't know vo- 
cabulary like "recycling," 
"native rights" or "conser- 
vation." There lays, at the 
very heart of the conscious- 
ness of this city, an ideal, 
which states, "All for them- 
selves! Sink or swim! Higher, 
More." Here there are the 
headquarters for many 
megacorps and eco-terror- 
ists, and the scale is all out of 
whack. 1 try and talk to some- 
one about "native" peoples 
and all anyone knows about 
are "Indians." Some people 
have never even seen a for- 
est. How are people to (re)act 
if they don't know? 

Anyway, my question to 
you is: How can the eco-ter- 
rorists be beat by eco-warriors 
who actually do have a mind 
away from the concrete 
jungle? Around here the in- 
dustrial consciousness out- 
weighs any sort of ecological 
one. How can there become 
propagated a balance in such 
a naive environment? 

Endlessly New York, 

— Kenneth, 
the Free-Range Fellowship 

Sisters and Brothers, 

At a time when we need 
all the unity we can get, 
Anamaria Flores', "Atten- 
tion EF!ers... Step away 
from the Hippie," rings 
alarm bells. While her ste- 
reotypes fit the TV and 
Dead Tour version of "Hip- 
pie," she should be chal- 
lenging why such trivial, 
depoliticized fragments of a 
movement that shook the 
foundation of Babylon re- 
main in pop culture. Had 
the Dead steered their fol- 
lowers toward activism, they 
would have been neutralized 
as surely as Ochs, Lennon, 
and Marley. History Chan- 
nel? Gimme a break! 

When five percent of the 
Earth's people consume nearly 
half its resources, all but the 
poorest classes are "privileged" 
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by world standards. Is Ms. 
Flores chastising hippies for 
choosing communes over sub- 
urbia, potlucks over 
McDonald's, kind bud over 
Budweiser, Winter in Cuba or 
Mexico over a new SUV, or 
patchwork clothes over Wal- 
Mart crap? Would she have us 
all work 9 to 5, enriching capi- 
talist bosses leaving scant time 
for activism? 

Similar guilt tripping in 
the '60s, as well as the no- 
tion that if we weren't in 
the ghetto being bitten by 
rats and beaten by pigs daily 
we were no better than the 
Klan, led to demoralization 


demands of freedom for all; 
the spiritual and the politi- 
cal. Hippie represented love 
over hate, art and humor 
over seriousness. It explored 
every alternative and ex- 
posed every hypocrisy. 

The Rainbow Family is 
perhaps today's closest cul- 
tural descendant. Sadly, 
some of Ms. Flores' critiques 
fit. Class consciousness is 
weak. Many could be described 
as "a-political tree huggers." 
Indeed some Rainbow "elders" 
trace Rainbow gatherings to 
the 1970 "Vortex Festival," a 
COINTELPRO event outside 
Portland, Oregon, flooded 
with federal drugs staged to 
sabotage the 
"People's 
^~~Pz Army Jam- 
boree, 



which if not orchestrated 
by, surely played into the 
hands of the enemy. As frus- 
tration with the slow 
progress of nonviolent resis- 
tance grew, a more-militant- 
than-thou ethos left us wide 
open to provocateurs and 
impacted public support. 

Hippie at its best united 
hedonism and activism; 
freedom of choice and 


militant anti-war "welcome" 
to V.P. Spiro Agnew and 
Atty. General John Mitchell. 
The rhetoric was pro-peace 
vs. anti-war, but the effect 
was divisive. Then as now, it 
was so much easier to fight 
each other than an over- 
whelming system. 

Earth First! and other activ- 
ist groups need to come to 
Rainbow Gatherings with 


their information, banners 
and militancy. Up to 30,000, 
mostly young people, who 
are receptive to alternatives, 
attend each year, July 1-7 
(this year in Wisconsin). 
Thousands attend regional 
gatherings. All are free and 
in federally embattled na- 
tional forests. Check out 
www.welcomehome.org for 
details. Be wary of rowdy 
drunks near the entrance who 
sometimes intimidate new- 
comers. Alcohol and weap- 
ons are not allowed inside. 
There are few other rules. 

We need to build unity and 
healing for the crucial 
struggles ahead. We can "step 
away" from each other until 
we are all alone. And lets not 
take ourselves too seriously. 
In the words of folksinger 
Charlie King, "Serious men are 
ruining our world." In the 
words of Ms. Flores, this is 
r no time for separatism. 

In solidarity, 

— B. Hippie 


Hello All, 

Over the last couple of is- 
sues I have been highly in- 
trigued by your journal. I 
think you continue to do a 
wonderful job of presenting 
issues that are "overlooked" 
by the mass media. 

An idea: It would be great 
to see a short segment on 
how to write to those of us 
in prison. I have been writ- 
ing letters, but I worry 
about things such as — Do 
they have paper? Are they 
provided with any postage? 
How to write overseas (ef- 
fectively)? Having a quar- 
ter-page bit about the basics 
of letter writing might en- 
courage many free people to 
write more often. 

Finally (last idea): The fo- 
cus of your journal seems to 
be on the ELF and forestry 
issues. That's good. How- 
ever, on a personal level, I 
would love to hear more 
about the ALF and the issues 
surrounding all liberation. 



Certainly, I don't suggest 
that there needs to be a di- 
vision of the groups. Any- 
way — You Rock. 

—Jacob Bailey 
Editors' Note: Thanks for 
the suggestions, the editorial 
collective will try to write 
something on how to write 
political prisoners. Mean- 
while please see page 67 . 

Dear SFB, 

I am a long-time envi- 
ronmental campaigner 
from Tasmania, Australia. 

I am shocked by your ap- 
parent support of sabo- 
tage of machinery as a 
legitimate form of envi- 
ronmental campaigning. 
Recently in Tasmania 
there has been a spate of 
sabotage of logging equip- 
ment, which has caused 
four million dollars worth 
of damage. One cannot ex- 
press in words how much 
damage this has done to the 
environmental movement. 
In one night a couple of lu- 
natics have undone many 
months (even years) of work 
in trying to make the forest 
protection movement more 
mainstream (which is the 
only way we will get any- 
where). Sabotage of logging 
equipment goes totally 
against the essence of non- 
violent action and is essen- 
tially "fighting fire with fire" 
which in my mind is what 
violence is. And as we know, 
violence solves nothing. I 
urge you, I beg you, change 
your policy on equipment 
sabotage to one of total con- 
demnation. I look forward 
to your reply. 

Regards, 

— Michael Pullinger 

MICKEYGP@HOTMAIL. COM 

To the Editor, 

I reside in New York City 
but this does not mean that I 
care not for the wide and 
wondrous expanse that is 


encapsulated by the other 
coast. Truthfully, this ex- 
panse is where my home is. 
Even though the thought of 
ecological conservation 
doesn't cross the mind of 
the average city dweller 
daily, I still maintain a con- 
sciousness of this issue, no 
matter how completely dis- 
tanced I am from any type 
of wilderness. From this 
physically displaced environ- 


the state of things at the 
conferences and protests be- 
tween the Coconino/activ- 
ists/locals and the tourist 
board, that the big money 
had lobbied for this plan to 
go through. Some absurdly 
gigantic check was needed 
to appeal the plan. The state 
of things ended up in the 
hands of the activists, who, 
in their own creative ways, 
battled the eco-terrorists. I 



ment, I remain concerned. 
One issue that still weighs on 
my mind from the days of 
being a desert-drawn wan- 
derer is the vulnerability of 
the Painted Desert. 

Before I left Arizona there 
was a giant tumult over land 
rights in the Oak Creek Val- 
ley. The mainstay of the 
conflict (between the age- 
old enemies: the Conscious 
vs. the Greedy) was the de- 
struction of land for the 
building of a 36-hole golf 
course. Now, the land in 
question, the outer part and 
mouth of a long canyon, 
had certain quirks to it. It 
was plainly obvious, from 


do not know what has come 
of it. 

It seems this is the com- 
monplace routine in many 
similar situations. Hope 
quashed by big numbers. But 
in this case there is a sepa- 
rate reality. This particular 
canyon had been a non-sta- 
tionary home to me and a 
band of friends/family for 
weeks. It had become appar- 
ent from night one that there 
was an essence to the canyon 
that remained elusive yet 
very real. The feeling, noted 
by the experienced, was that 
there was someone tracing 
your footsteps directly behind. 
Sometimes the notion grew 


to such extremes that one 
would spin around, hoping 
to catch someone in their 
fiendish deed. There would 
never be anyone there. Upon 
researching, I discovered that 
"guardian spirits” had been 
placed long ago by the tribes 
of the greater region just prior 
to their relocations. This sur- 
prised no one. It was obvi- 
ous, to the knowing, that the 
canyon was populated with 
invisible presences. 

So now, from my secluded 
house in the middle of 
Queens, I giggle (tears 
half from laughing, half 
UK from sorrow) while I 
imagine fierce ghosts 
taunting golfers and 
gawkers while their 
birdies are demolished 
to scores far below par. 
One wonders if they will 
ever come back to play a 
round on that green. 
Hoping (and knowing) all 
is well, 

— Alexandr Jones 

Hey EF! 

I must respond to the let- 
ter in the Eostar issue by 
Oregon Forest Elf who wants 
womyn to once again be si- 
lenced about misogynist 
violence within the ranks 
of the movement for the 
sake of "unity." 

As I recall from the late '60s/ 
early '70s, it was just such 
patriarchal bullshit within the 
civil rights/anti-war move- 
ments that helped to moti- 
vate the womyn's uprising 
from those communities and 
birthed the 1970's womyn's 
liberation movement. 

Elf worries about the "nega- 
tive effects that can ripple 
through a community" when 
womyn find their voice and 
use it, but doesn't mention 
the "negative effects that can 
ripple through a commu- 
nity" when men violently 
rape and violate womyn. 

continued on next page 


Keep under 300 words please ... 
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Yet, more Letters to the Editors 


continued from previous page 
How does this rape affect "trust 
and unity” in the movement? 

I've often heard or read the 
phrase "the rape of the Earth" 
but it seems at least two people 
within the movement have 
no clue about human victims 
of rape. The rape of one 
womyn means no womyn is 
safe. The rape of one womyn 
is a clear message to all 
womyn, creating fear and dis- 
trust in us all. We're not safe 
walking the streets at night, 
nor amongst our male com- 
rades in the environmental 
activist community. 

Oregon Forest Elf talks 
about "rumors," so I re-read 
the original article, which 
included a first-hand report 
of the action against the rap- 
ist. The group taking action 
included his victim. This 
first-hand report by some- 
one involved, a witness to 
the action, states that the 
rapist protested that rape is 
not a violent act. It also in- 
cluded reports of his email 
to the group in which he ad- 
mits, "Irapedawoman/'callsit 
a "drunken mistake, " yet talks 
about his feelings of violation. 
The article also states that he 


Dear Earth First!, 

Here in my community, we 
currently have an issue where 
the local newspaper ( The 
Press-Citizen) is selling some 
land that borders a 19-acre 
wooded park on the edge of 
Iowa City. City council has 
just passed a measure that 
gave the OK for a local devel- 
oper to build on the site. 
There is a grassroots group 
in town, Friends of Hickory 
Hill Park, that has taken up 
the fight to save the unde- 
veloped land that surrounds 
the park. Friends of Hickory 
Hill newsletter: www.jccn. 
iowa-city.ia.us/~FOHHP/ 
newsletter.htm. 

My question is, what kind 
of action can be taken to dis- 
courage development of said 
land? The grassroots group has 
had very little success con- 
vincing the local government 
to put a halt to the project. 

Also, currently there are no 
paved trails in the park, but 
this summer the city will be 
installing three paved loop 
trails, under the disguise of 
making the park compliant 
with the Americans with Dis- 
ability Act. The Friends of 
Hickory Hill have also had little 


Thank you very much for 
your time. 

Sincerely, 

— Iowa Action 

IOWAEF@YAHOO.COM 

Dear Cow Dung fer Brains, 
During the week of June 
13-18 in Madison, Wiscon- 
sin, there will be an event 
that will strike a match of 
resistance in America. This 
flame of resistance will burn 
for all the atrocities that have 
been committed inside the 
50 states and abroad by the 
machine we call the US. At 
the controls of this machine, 
have been the politicians and 
corporate criminals that seek 
to oppress and destroy every- 
thing in its path. We have 
begun to dismantle parts of 
the global machines — the 
WTO, IMF, World Bank, G8; 
but we have not faced the 
most deadly machine, yet. 

We will face this machine 
during the conference of the 
70th Annual US Conference of 
Mayors , June 14-18 in Madi- 
son, Wisconsin. We hope to 
employ some of the tactics 
that have worked against the 
global empire, such as mass 
demonstrations, direct ac- 


but we will need the support 
and action of many to ac- 
complish this feat. So here is 
what we need: 

1. We need folks from all 
across the US to join us. If you 
are traveling to the G8, then 
plan to come to Madison first. 
If you are attending the North 
American Anarchist Confer- 
ence then come here the fol- 
lowing week. If you are a 
student then plan a tour of 
all three! If you are doing 
gnarly actions in the woods 
then take a break — if you can. 

2. Spread the word. We will 
work hard to make this a 
successful occasion, but we 
need the power of many to 
pull this off. Visit our website 
for outreach information, 
www.resist-the-mayors.org. 
Volunteer to be a coordinator 
of a travel hub from your 
bioregion or area. 

3. Let us know that you are 
coming. We will have plenty of 
space for many folks. We will 
try to provide as much food as 
we can to all in attendance. 
Connect to us on our webpage. 

4. Give us the dirt on your 
local mayors. We will incor- 
porate it into our actions and 
our corporate criminals and 


earlier admitted to raping a 
girl when he was 16. When a 
perpetrator admits his guilt 
more than once, the "allega- 
tions" of rape cannot be con- 
sidered "rumors." 

The days of womyn's silence 
for the sake of a unity which 
excludes us or our safety are 
long gone. If we are to "unify 
the activist community" as 
Oregon Forest Elf asks, we must 
unify to fight the rape and 
violation of the Earth as well 
as our own bodies, minds and 
hearts. Silencing womyn will 
never bring unity, except 
among misogynist men. 

Trust us, sleep well y'all. 

—The FLBLA 
(Friends of Lorena Babbit 
Liberation Army) 

(A CUT ABOVE THE REST, BRINGING 
YOU RAZOR-SHARP ANALYSIS) 


success in fighting this project, tion and creative resistance, dirt bag mayors trading cards. 



Any advice on what can be 
done or any examples of 
similarcircumstances? < 
Who else may I £ 

contact for . j? 

further *7" 
advice? 


Help us resist the mayors, 
— CPR (Creative Peoples 
Resistance) 
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Home is Where the Revolt Begins! 


by Sarah Kaye 

I read with interest john john's insightful diatribe 
against the transience of the "hipoisie" and the temp- 
tation to see the scene as cooler on the other coast (see 
EF!J February-March 2002). Bioregionalism — knowing 
local watersheds, plant species, energy cycles and crit- 
ters — is important. Returning home, or staying put and 
making a place home, is essential to developing this 
kind of understanding. I heartily agree and would go 
even further. 

Going local or native isn't just about critters, it is about 
people, too. The human layer — at least for those of us Earth 
Firstlers who believe in feminism or group process as much 
as saving the wild — is as intricate and beautiful, compli- 
cated and messed up as the natural layers. 

What does the human locale look like? Well, to begin 
with, who lived in your area historically? If the answer 
is "Native Americans," look again. Who specifically? 
How? What did they do, eat and live in? What struggles 
ensued between European settlers, colonizers and armies? 
When? We all know about the genocide committed by 
European capitalists and settlers, but what is the particu- 
lar story for your locale? 

Who settled in your area? Where did they come from, 
and why did they come? When? What was their architec- 
ture? Did they farm? Mine? Cut trees? How has develop- 
ment occurred? How have rural areas changed? Did your 
area grow at the turn of the century, after World War II 
or more recently? Whose neighborhood was plowed for 
the highway, the new mall and other recent features in 
your community? Who used to live and work in these 
abandoned warehouses, flats, apartments, houses and 
barns that we squat? Why did they leave? 

Answering these questions can open new doors to local 
battles to protect nature. Knowing more about your place 
makes campaigns and actions more creative, more excit- 
ing, more risky. 

We spend a lot of time lambasting strip malls, super- 
highways, chain restaurants and other manifestations of 
corporatized space. But in some ways, to pay them so 
much attention is to give them power. To look behind the 
molded plastic world, the progressive facade, is to see a 
rich, diverse, beautiful and also power-ugly humanity. 

We also spend a lot of time lambasting the yuppiedom 
of SUV drivers or the ignorance of Joe Six Pack. By 
"seeing" only the mainstream cultural influence in every- 
one, we neglect a reality where most people are attached 
to place, culture and family, in ways that actually open 
them to radical ideas. In some locales, concerns about 
certain types of cancer are brewing. In others, suspicion of 
the federal government has influenced thought for gen- 
erations. In others still, the shadow economy, built on 
relationships of trust between extended families, friends 
and neighbors, is more complex and extensive than its 
store-bought counterpart. 



Being local, going native, is more than knowing 
your native species and protecting nearby wild places. 
It is knowing local people, and their local struggles 
against oppression, relentless extraction of profit and 
mind-numbing standardization. It is seeing through 
the veneer of progress and recognizing local struggles 
for autonomy, in all their sizes and shapes. To not see 
this is to look through the same neoliberal lens of 
those whom we oppose. 

In my part of the country, we joke that we are simply 
a training ground for radical activists who leave for a 
coast once they get enough emails from friends or 
lovers telling them it is "better" there. We go through 
cycles of building up a good community around a 
specific campaign or project, only to have everyone 
leave. When people leave, they take with them price- 
less knowledge of the local natural and political land- 
scape. Where they go, they are attached to nothing 
and have nothing to lose, but they also have little to 
gain. The most difficult, yet most important struggles 
are at home. 

Sarah Kaye grew up in a shopping mall in east central Illinois. 
Today, her efforts to support local, autonomous food systems 
take her to both sides of the Mississippi. 


May-June 2002 Earth First! Page 47 




The Biotechnology Industry 


by Dictator Watch 

The Earth is not dying, it is being killed by corporations 
such as the biotechnology industries, and the people who 
are killing it have names and addresses. 

The biotechnology industry is moving forward with its 
crusade to redesign life into packets of optimum profitabil- 
ity and convenience. In the first part of Dictator Watch's 
series to identify these eco-terrorists (see EF!f February- 
March 2002), the leaders in the cloning industry were 
exposed. Below is both an update on cloning and more 
information about genetic engineering (GE) and the six 
members of the recently formed Agriculture Biotechnol- 
ogy Council (ABC). 

The Cloning Industry 

Cloning scientists are working on rep- 
licating pets and endangered species to 
make their wacky Frankenscience more 
palatable to the public and even more 
profitable for themselves. With funding 
from the Apollo Group, Mark Westhusin 
from Texas A&M University, together 
with Lou Hawthorne, chief executive officer (CEO) of Genetic 
Savings and Clone, Inc. (GSC), successfully produced the 
world's first cat clone in December. According to GSC's 
website, which features a photo of the kitten "CC" in a glass 
beaker, GSC is expecting to begin commercial cat cloning 
later this year and is working on cloning the first dog, Missy. 

Westhusin can be contacted at 
mwesthusin@tamu.edu. Hawthorne and GSC 
can be contacted at the GSC Texas Office, 
3312 Longmire Dr, College Station, TX 
77845; GSC California Office, 80 Liberty 
Ship Way Ste 22, Sausalito, CA 94965; (888) 
833-6063; info@savingsandclone.com; 
www. savingsandclone . com . 

Also active in this area are Betsy Dresser, senior vice president 
of research for the Audubon Nature Institute and director of 
the Audubon Center for Research of Endangered Species, 
www.auduboninstitute.org, and Richard 
Denniston, CEO of Lazaron BioTech- 
nologies, Louisiana Business and Tech- 
nology Center, South Stadium Dr, Ba- 
ton Rouge, LA 70803; (888) 882-8918; 
rdenniston@agctr.lsu.edu; 
www.lazaron.com. 


What these examples illustrate is that all of the industry 
talk about developing cloning for disease therapy is merely 
misleading propaganda. It is a business, nothing more, 
and if public acceptance can be gained through selling 
clones of Fluffy, this opens the way to any application. 

Meanwhile, Infigen, the self-ac- 
claimed "leading livestock cloning firm" 
and patent holder of nuclear transfer 
cloning technology, announced in Feb- 
ruary that it had successfully cloned 
prize boars. ChiefFinancial Officer (CFO) 

Eric Postel said, "We wouldn't do it if 
we couldn't make some money." He 
can be contacted at Infigen, Inc., 1825 
Infinity Dr, DeForest, WI 53532; (608) 846-0500; 
www.infigen.com. 

Even more ominously, Dr. Lu Guangxiu at Xiangya 
Medical College in Changsa, China, claims to have 
cloned dozens of human embryos since 1999. There 
are reportedly at least three other teams in China that 
are also active. (US scientists are demanding the right to 
clone humans, stating that otherwise there will be a 
"cloning gap"). 

Scientists in China and South Korea have been attempt- 
ing cross-species cloning. In Korea, Hwang Woo Suk of 
Seoul National University tried to clone a Siberian tiger in 
both domestic cat and lion eggs, and Dr. Park Se Pil, director 
of the Maria Infertility Medical Institute in Seoul, put 
human DNA in cow eggs. 

Genetic Engineering 

Moving on to the treacherous field of GE, the ABC 
represents the top corporations of the industry and is 
dedicated to the end of free choice for consumers and 
farmers. ABC members include: 

Monsanto 

The "vision” of Monsanto is for 
"abundant food and a healthy envi- 
ronment." How disingenuous. Every- 
one at Monsanto is an eco-terrorist. To 
give an idea of how well corporate eco- 
crime pays, CEO Hendrick Verfaillie 
had an annual salary of $850,000 in 
2000, a $925,000 bonus and a stock 
option of more than one million shares that will yield a 
gain of $34 million if the stock price rises 10 percent. 
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The people at the top of Monsanto 
are: Hendrick Verfaillie, president and CEO; 

Hugh Grant, executive vice president (EVP) 
and chief operating officer (COO); Dr. Rob- 
ert Fraley, EVP and chieftechnology officer; 

Cheryl Morley, president, Animal Agricul- 
ture Group; Janet Holloway, chief informa- 
tion officer; and Sarah S. Hull, senior vice 
president, Public Affairs. They can be con- 
tacted at Monsanto's headquarters, 800 N. Lindbergh Blvd, 
St. Louis, MO 63167; (314) 694-1000; vmw.monsanto.com. 
A list of Monsanto's many research locations can be found 
through its website. 




Aventis CropScience 

• US headquarters, 2 TW Alexander Dr, 
Research Triangle Park, NC, 27709; (919) 
549-2000. Alain Godard, CEO CropScience. 
Aventis CropScience is being acquired by 
| Mam Godard Bayer, so the names and executives may 
change. CropScience locations worldwide are available 
throughwww.cropscience.aventis.com. Research locations 
in the US and Canada include: 

• Canada headquarters, 295 Henderson Dr, Regina, 
Saskatchewan, S4N 6C2; (306) 721-4551. 

• Seed/Crop Improvement, 103 Erskine St, Lubbock, TX 
79403; (806) 765-8844. 

• Biotech Research and Plant Breeding, 407 Downey Rd, 
Innovation Place, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, S7N 4L8; 
(306) 477-9400. 

• Field Research Stations: 26-395 Park St, Regina, 
Saskatchewan, S4N 5B2; 204-1 144 29th Ave NE, Calgary, 
Alberta, T2E 7P1; 206 Kennedy Flat Rd, Leland, MS 
38756; 21 County Rd 1200 North, White Heath, IL 
61884; 11504 County Rd 17 South, Horace, ND 58047; 
2996 Crabtree Church Rd, Molina, FL 32577; 266 S. 
Monroe, Fresno, CA 93706. 


BASF Agricultural Products 

• Global headquarters, 3000 Conti- 
nental Dr N, Mount Olive, NJ 07828; 
(973) 426-2600; www.agro.basf.com. 
Peter Oakley, executive director of Agricul- 
tural Products and BASF Plant Sciences. 

• Research and Development Cen- 
ter and North American headquar- 
ters, 26 Davis Dr, Research Triangle Park, NC 27709; 
(919) 547-2000. 

• Agricultural Research Stations: Dinuba ARS, 10181 Ave 
416, Dinuba, CA 93618; Greenville ARS, 103 BASF Rd, 
Greenville, MS 38701; Holly Springs ARS, State Road 1125, 
Holly Springs, NC 27540; El Campo ARS, Houston, TX 77272. 

• Agricultural Products Divisions: 1 4385 West Port Arthur 
Rd, Beaumont, TX 77705; (409) 981-5000; 3150 Highway 
JJ, Palmyra, MO 63461; (573) 769-2011. 



Dow AgroSciences 

• Global headquarters, 9330 Zionsville Rd, Indianapo- 
lis, IN 46268; (317) 337-3000; www.dowagro.com. A. 
Charles Fiscuer, president and CEO; Ri- 
chard Gross, corporate vice president, 

Research and Development; Larry Wash- 
ington, Jr., corporate vice president, En- 
vironment and Public Affairs. 

•US research locations: 1736N. 1200 
E, Fowler, IN 4794'4; 7521 W. California 
Ave, Fresno, CA 93706; 753 Hwy 438, 

Greenville, MS 38701; 5501 Oberlin Dr, 

San Diego, CA 92121; Mycogen Seeds, 19 Huaai Rd, 
Kaunakakai, Molokai, HI 96748. 




Howard Minigh 


neer Hi-Bred. 


Dupont 

• US headquarters, 107 Market St, 
Wilmington, DE 19898; (800) 441-7515; 
www.dupont.com. Howard Minigh, group 
vice president, Agriculture and Nutrition; 
James Borel, president, Crop Protection; 
Erik Fyrwald, president, Nutrition and 
Health; James Houser, president, Specialty 
Grains; Richard Mc-Connell, president, Pio- 


Syngenta 

• Agribusiness regional headquarters, 2200 Concord Pike, 
POB 8353, Wilmington, DE 19803; (302) 425-2000; 
www.syngenta.com. Heinz Imhof, chairman of the board; 
Michael Pragnell, CEO; John Atkin, COO Crop Protection; Jeffrey 
Beard, COO Seeds Business; David Evans, 
director of Research and Technology. 

• Other facilities: Biotechnology Re- 
search, 3054 Cornwallis Rd, Research 
Triangle Park, NC 27709; (919) 541- 
8500; Crop Protection Regional head- 
quarters, POB 18300, Greensboro, NC 
27409; (336) 632-6000; Crop Protection, 

Torrey Mesa Research Institute, 3115 
Merryfield Row #100, San Diego, CA 92121. 

Lastly, it should be noted that the ABC trade group is 
distinct from the National Agricultural Biotechnology 
Council, a nonprofit organization comprised mainly of 
university researchers in agricultural genetic engineering 
and which happens to be having its annual conference 
May 19-21 at the Radisson Hotel Metrodome in Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota. For more information, visit 
www.coafes.umn.edu/nabc2002. 

The mission of Dictator Watch is to keep track of the dictators 
of the world and to see that they pay for their crimes. It seeks the 
end of all manifestations of dictatorship, including in all of our 
social institutions. For more information, to see the first install- 
ment of the Most Wanted Eco-Terrorist series or to make 
suggestions for future lists , visit www.dictatorwatch.org. 



The Earth is not dying, it is being killed, and the people 

who are killing it have names and addresses. 
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The 


Freaky-Cruel World of Transgenics 


DESIGNER ANIMALS: 


by Heather Moore 

Virtually every species of domesticated animal has been 
tampered with as scientists attempt to create "new and 
improved" companion animals, research tools and food 
sources. Non-allergenic cats, glow-in-the-dark bunnies, 
mutant monkeys, giant mice, Frankenfish, Enviropigs and 
other transgenic (genetically altered) animals have raised 
the ire of many people who feel that it is unethical for 
scientists to play God with animals' lives. 

Nevertheless, Transgenic Pets, LLC, of Syracuse, New 
York, plans to sell cats that are genetically engineered so 
that they will not trigger allergies in people. David and 
Jackie Avner, who formed the company two years ago, 
claim that conventional breeding has failed to rid cats of an 
allergen called Fel d 1, which is secreted onto the cat’s fur. 

The Avners have contracted with Dr. Xiangzhong Gerry) 
Yang, a biotechnology scientist at the University of Con- 
necticut, to research and develop an allergy-free cat 
through a combination of gene targeting and cloning. Of 
course, Yang does not know what will happen if the Fel d 
1 protein is removed from cats. He says that they will "just 
have to remove it and see what happens." No previous 
attempts have been made to re- 
move the allergen from cats, yet 
the Avners claim the cats will be 
"completely normal." 

Mortality rates for animals in 
transgenic research are very 
high — 80 to 90 percent — and 
animals who do survive are fre- 
quently born with severe physi- 
cal abnormalities. Tinkering with 
genes can often cause physiologi- 
cal and immune system problems 
that researchers can neither an- 
ticipate nor control. Regardless 
of the dangers posed by gene ma- 
nipulation, animal shelters 
euthanize seven to eight million 
homeless cats each year. There is 


no justification for creating new cats when so many 
others are being destroyed. 

Several other companies are currently working to clone 
and improve companion animals. Philip Damiani, director 
of the companion animal and endangered species project 
at Advanced Cell Technology, suggests, "If your first cat 
died of cancer, you might make the next one resistant to 
that kind of tumor." Charles Long of the Texas-based 
Genetic Savings and Clone says that his company could 
help destroy the genes that cause hip malformations in 
some large breeds of dogs. Noble thoughts, perhaps, but 
aside from the aforementioned hazards of breeding and 
manipulating animals, these experiments open the door to 
even more exotic and questionable modifications to the 
personalities and appearances of animals. 

Transgenic "artist" Eduardo Kac wanted to exhibit a 
glow-in-the-dark dog, but since that technology was not 
yet possible, he commissioned scientists at the National 
Institute of Agronomic Research in France to create a 
fluorescent green bunny named Alba. Alba was "con- 
ceived" in February 2000, as a result of a process called 
zygote microinjection. The experimenters extracted a fluo- 
rescent protein from a jellyfish and enhanced its glowing 
properties twofold. The enhanced gene 
was inserted into a fertilized rabbit egg 
cell that eventually became Alba. 

Jellyfish genes have also been inserted 
into other animals for use in torturous 
laboratory experiments. The Oregon Re- 
gional Primate Research Center (ORPRC) 
made headlines for "creating" ANDi (in- 
serted DNA abbreviated backward), the 
sole survivor of 40 embryos that were 
implanted into rhesus monkeys. Dr. 
Rudolph Jaenisch, creator of the first 
transgenic mouse, believes that, "It is 
very unlikely from all we presently know 
about diseases that there will be any 
breakthrough with this creation of ANDi. " 

Perhaps even more disturbing is that 
the ORPRC receives funding from the 
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well-known, birth defect charity March of Dimes. Most 
contributors to the March of Dimes are completely un- 
aware that their donations are given to scientists at facili- 
ties that waste precious research dollars and animal lives by 
genetically engineering animals. Genetically modified 
animals commonly suffer and die as scientists make futile 
attempts to cure human diseases using animal models. For 
example, Harvard University's patented "Oncomouse," a 
mouse with an inserted human cancer gene, quickly devel- 
ops fatal breast cancer. Genetically altered "cystic fibrosis 
mice" commonly die within 40 days. 

Such terrible suffering is completely needless. Enormous 
variations exist among species, and meaningful scientific 
conclusions cannot be drawn about one species by studying 
another. In the case of the "cystic fibrosis mice, " the animals 
do become ill, yet their lungs do not become infected or 
blocked with mucus as they do in human patients. 

Countless other animals are subjected to harmful ge- 
netic modifications for transplant purposes. Yet 
xenotransplants, in which the organ of one species is 
transplanted into another, fail because the differences 
between people and animals are so great. 

Regardless, Cambridge, England-based Imutran, the world 
leader in xenotransplantation, has been breeding pigs with 
a human gene in an attempt to create animal organs that 
will not be rejected during human transplant 
operations. A Daily Express 
expose of Imutran reported 
that the company caused 
horrible suffering when 
transplanting the modified 
pig hearts and kidneys into mon 
keys. According to witnesses, the 
animals were huddled together, shiv- 
ering and having spasms. Some had 
swellings or bruises; some had blood 
or pus seeping from their wounds. 

Others vomited or suffered from diar- 
rhea. Many of the primates died during 
the operation because of "technical failures." 

Others died from organ failure just days later. 

Ethics aside, numerous studies have proved that people 
should switch to plant-based diets for health reasons. 
Animal products are known to cause heart disease, high 
cholesterol, high blood pressure, strokes, obesity, cancer, 
diabetes and a myriad of other health problems. They also 
contain dangerous antibiotics and unnatural chemicals. 
Yet, instead of advocating vegetarianism, some scientists 
are trying to create animals that produce double the 
normal meat yield. 

Se-Jin Lee, a professor of genetics at Johns Hopkins 
University in Baltimore, discovered a gene that regulates 
muscle growth and accidentally produced a family of giant 
mice. The university set up MetaMorphix, a company 
attempting to develop giant lobsters, chickens, pigs, sheep 
and cattle by blocking the genes that limit the animals' 
natural growth. 

The gene-blocking procedure is being widely used to 
create super-size fish, deemed "Frankenfish" by opponents 
of genetic manipulation. For example, Cape Aquaculture 
Technologies in Massachusetts is working to create giant 


fish and shellfish. Rex Dunham, a researcher at Auburn 
University, is currently seeking federal approval to sell 
engineered catfish that grow 60 percent faster than nor- 
mal. Canadian-based Af Protein has created a transgenic 
salmon that grows faster and larger than regular salmon. 

Sixteen years ago, the US Department of Agriculture 
announced that it had created the world's first transgenic 
livestock animal. The result horrified the public — sickly, 
mutant pigs crippled by gastric ulcers, arthritis and other 
illnesses. Undeterred, experimenters are continuing to 
mutate pigs into practically different beings. The Georgia- 
based biotech company ProLinia, Inc., has already drawn 
up a business plan for cloning and engineering livestock. 
ProLinia wants to sell pigs that will produce leaner bacon 
and meatier pork chops. Smithfield Foods, one of the 
world's largest pork producers, has already invested one 
million dollars in ProLinia's plan. 

Still other pork producers, concerned about the public's 
response to the appalling waste pollution from hog farms, 
have attempted to create an "Enviropig" — a genetically 
altered pig who supposedly produces a more environmen- 
tally friendly manure. To create the Enviropig, 
biotechnologists spliced mice genes and E. coli bacteria 
into pig genes. This will reduce the amount of phosphorus 
in pig waste. Maybe, but phosphorus isn't the only pollut- 
ant produced by hog farms. The stench and waste gener- 
ated by thousands of terrified pigs is not going to go away 
that easily. 

Unfortunately, the genetic alterations 
have only just begun. Countless ani- 
mals are being mutated and "re- 
invented" behind closed 
laboratory doors all 
around the world. 
Truly progressive, 
modern scientists advo- 
cate vegetarianism 
and alternatives to 



animal-test- 
ing, but Frankenscientists 
simply fail to realize 
that people are much 
better off without the 
use of animals whether ge- 
netically engineered or not. 

Where will it end? Will 
scientists next attempt to 
create monkeys that exhibit specific diseases at the push of 
a button and pigs that grow chicken wings and do not 
make waste? At the moment, there is little to stop 
biotechnologists. Laws regulating genetic engineering and 
animal welfare are minimal and filled with loopholes. It's 
up to the public to inform these experimenters that 
it's simply not nice to fool with Mother Nature. 

For more information, visit www.PETA.org. 

Heather Moore is a staff writer for People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals. 
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Tne Monarch vs. the Global Empire 


by Peter Sauer 

Preserving the monarch butterfly is surely the most 
widely supported international conservation effort on be- 
half of any insect. The campaign began in 1975 shortly after 
scientists located the monarch's Winter forests in Mexico. 
International conservation groups, scientists and citizens 
engaged the support of politicians, including three past 
Mexican presidents, and agencies of the Mexican, Cana- 
dian and US governments. This effort transformed the 
monarch into an internationally recognized symbol and 
eventually won the establishment of a preserve to protect 
its wintering grounds in Mexico. 

Yet, after 25 years of heroic preservation work, the 
butterfly is threatened throughout its range. Today, envi- 
ronmental groups throughout the US claim they are sav- 
ing the monarch by raising money under its banner. A 
host of national and international educa- 

butterfly's continental habitat, al- 
most the entire temperate zone of the North 
America, is either losing the capacity to sustain 
this insect or is beccoming its killing ground. 

The herbicides and pesticides that are poisoning 
the monarch's milkweed and nectar plants in North ^ 
America have been accumulating since the rise of the 
modern agrochemical industry after the end of World 
War II. 

During the US farm crisis of the 1990s, manufacturers 
pressed the sale of Bt corn and herbicide-immune field 
crops, while the government cooperated by approving the 
use of genetically modified Bt corn without testing its 
effects on butterflies. Along the monarch's migration 
routes, there is a better than ever chance that a butterfly 
fluttering down from a US sky will land on a farm. More 
and more of that farmland is managed by an industrial 
agriculture that defines and attacks milkweed and butter- 
flies as "infestations." 

Though the butterfly's advocates had been fighting for 
a preserve in the monarch's Winter forests since 1979, the 
Mexican government did not agree to create it until 
international pressure was applied during negotiations 
leading up to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). GATT was the linchpin of a US plan to secure a 


North American presence in the global marketplace and to 
open Latin American markets to US agricultural exports. 
Mexico entered the agreement in 1986, the year the butter- 
fly preserve was established. 

For Mexico, the first decade under GATT and the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) brought the 
most rapid social and economic transformation since the 
land reforms that followed Mexico's revolution in 1917. 
The acquisition and industrialization of vast tracts of 
forest, range and farmland by foreign corporations af- 
fected not only the butterfly's preserve but the miles of 
Mexican countryside that every butterfly zigzags across as 
it migrates to and from the preserve. 

By 1986, industrial-style farms were already produc- 
ing half of Mexico's domestic food crops. The success of 
these large farms was achieved through policies that 
favored cities and a small but politically powerful middle 
class. After NAFTA, Mexico continued these policies, 
now to favor foreign investors and wealthy Mexicans. 

The results were devastating to poor people 

r and the rural hinterlands. By the end of the 
1990s, more than two million farmers had 
been forced off their land. 

Before NAFTA, Mexican peasant farmers were 
growing corn, primarily to feed 
t ^ ieir families, on small parcels 

" ' ' -- Mexico's domestic com- 

mercial corn market, enough 
•' to keep the nation close to 

i food self-sufficiency. By 1996, 

Mexico had lost more than half 
14 its small farms. Thousands of tiny 

parcels that once grew corn for Mexi- 
cans h a d h een consolidated and converted 
to the corporate production of berries, baby lettuce, 
mesclun mix and asparagus for export. 

What happened in Mexico during its first decade of 
globalization follows a pattern that is being repeated in 
developing nations around the world. When a develop- 
ing agrarian nation like Mexico decides to join the global 
marketplace, the first steps the government is asked to 
take are to: reduce tariffs that protect small farmers, open 
its domestic market to imported food and encourage 
foreign investments that will convert small-scale agricul- 
ture to the production of more lucrative export crops. 
Time and time again, the consequences of these conces- 
sions have been the collapse of the nation's domestic 
agriculture, increasing dependency on more expensive 
imported food and the displacement of thousands of 
farmers and farm workers. 
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When any nation neglects its farmers, farmland and the 
human and natural communities that sustain them, it sets 
in motion the vicious cycle that inevitably leads to the 
devastation of natural systems. The ecological consequences 
in North America from international trade and the disas- 
trous deterioration of the monarch's continental habitat 
has taken the debate about whether economic growth is 
good for the environment and turned it on its head. As rural 
agricultural communities in the US sink into economic 
decline and international trade destroys the economies of 
developing nations, conservation must shift its focus to the 
ecological consequences of economic collapse. 

Mexico is one of five nations with the greatest biodiversity 
in the world, and the bulk of that diversity is in its forests. 
With its trade deficit soaring, agricultural exports falling 
further behind food imports and millions of workers 
looking for work, Mexico was only able to resuscitate its 
economy by expanding international trade. Harvesting its 
forests was one way to do that. The changes in laws that 
enabled the consolidation of peasant farms into corporate 
farms also enabled the consolidation of holdings in the 
nation's largest and richest forests, 80 percent of which 
were or are on ejidos and indigenous reserves. 

At least 1 5 US forest companies have begun operations in 
Mexico. They have made investments in regions that hold 
some of the continent's largest remaining intact forests. 
Logging in large forest plantations of pine and eucalyptus 
is underway from northern Mexico to the Guatemala 
border. Mexico's need for wood and wood fiber is not 
driven by exports alone. The maquiladoras south of the US 
border were producing 54 percent of Mexico's exports by 
1996. Keeping them productive, however, requires a steady 
supply of cardboard. Every toy, appliance, window shade 
or lawn sprinkler "Assembled in Mexico" is shipped out in 
a cardboard box. 

When Mexico established the butterfly preserve in 1986, 
most of the land in the preserve was taken from local ejidos. 
The ejidatarios had been asking the government for compen- 
sation for a decade when, in 1996, advocates of the monarch 
preserve also began pressing for compensation, as well as for 
stronger enforcement of environmental regulations. In 2000, 
the Mexican government announced that it would triple the 
size of the preserve. The announcement came in 
response to political pressure from Mexicans in 
and outside of the government and from a report 
detailing the extent of the damage being 
done to the monarch preserve by log- 
ging, uncontrolled tourism and 
new agricultural plots. 

What is actually kill- 
ing the mon- 
arch is the US 
economy. 
The force 
that drives the 
globalization of 
agriculture and in- 
ternational trade 
on this continent is US 




consumerism including obsessions for cheap food, cheap 
wood, cheap gasoline and the mythic lifestyle these 
promise. The monarch cannot be saved without saving 
the biodiversity of Mexico's great forests. The forests 
can't be saved without recognizing that more than half 
the Mexican population lives in extreme poverty and 
without protecting the rights of all people, to food, 
health care, decent wages and education. As part of this 
effort, the citizens of wealthy nations have a respon- 
sibility to understand the degree to which their lifestyles 
contribute to the devastation of tropical forests and the 
oppression of forest peoples. The only sure 
defense against the global annihilation of 
species and natural systems is to broaden 
conservation's goals to include the 
protection of human rights. 

This article is an excerpt from a 
special section in the Spring 2001 
issue of Orion, available at 
www.oriononline.orgor 187 
Main St, Great Barrington, 

MA 01230. 

Peter Sauer is a con- 
tributing editor of 
Orion. He lives in 
Salem, New York. 


Frozen plight 

In January, more than 220 million monarch butter- 
flies died in a rare ice storm that hit their Winter habitat 
! in Mexico. Their dead bodies lay in piles on the ground, 
in some places more than a foot high. Those that 
survived were insulated by other monarch bodies. 
Some three quarters of Mexico's two largest colonies of 
raonarchs' were killed in the storm. These colonies 
make up the entire breeding stock of monarchs for the 
eastern US and Canada. 

This was the worst die-off on record. Yet the number 
of dead butterflies showed researchers that they had 
underestimated monarch populations. Still, research- 
ers noted that the species as a whole is not in danger 
because smaller populations of monarchs could be 
found elsewhere. 

The catastrophe was exacerbated by years of illegal 
logging, which threatens the last of Mexico's natural 
forest habitat. In the last 30 years, nearly half the prime 
forest in the area has been degraded or destroyed. Be- 
cause forests can act as an umbrella against the rain and 
a blanket that can retain heat, conservationists have 
been warning for years that the thinning of the forests 
could threaten the butterflies by increasing exposure to 
these elements. Dwindling habitat virtually guarantees 
that when a severe mortality event occurs, that most or 
all of the population will be impacted. 
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continued from page 5 A number of us felt as if we were losing control of the 


of Decision (ROD) for the Bitterroot plan, thereby circum- 
venting the administrative appeals process. This bold and 
illegal action by the USFS precipitated a series of events that 
drastically altered the strategic direction of the activist's 
campaign to protect the Bitterroot. 

Almost immediately, a number of groups — including 
The Wilderness Society (TWS) and Earthjustice — who had 
largely been on the periphery of the Bitterroot campaign 
became active. These groups did not support the no com- 
mercial logging CLE or the overall restoration vision for the 
BNF that was shared by the original coalition. 

Within weeks the media message got watered down. In an 
effort to distance themselves from the groups advocating the 
CLE, TWS and Earthjustice's message to the media was that 
they were not opposed to some logging, but they were more 
concerned with the end-run of the appeals process. 



On March 1, the USFS was forced to admit that numerous large, green 


ponderosa pines had been cut down illegally in unit 49 of the Bear 
timber sale. Twenty-four hours later, the USFS issued a press statement 
which announced a “closure order" for 10,500 acres around the Bear 
timber sale and the Roan-Burke timber sale — the two timber sales that 
have been heavily monitored by Wild Rockies Earth First! 


campaign. The small grassroots groups who successfully 
placed the spotlight on the Bitterroot simply could not 
compete with the resources of these larger groups. 

The legal component of the campaign split into two 
groups with Earthjustice representing TWS, American 
Wildlands and Pacific Rivers; and the Western Environ- 
mental Law Center (WELC) representing Friends of the 
Bitterroot, The Ecology Center, Center for Biological Di- 
versity and Sierra Club. 

Once Rey signed the ROD on December 1 7, Earthjustice 
and WELC plaintiffs filed a lawsuit. The original plan was 
that the Earthjustice plaintiffs would focus on the appeals 
process, and once the appeals process was reinstated the 
Earthjustice plaintiffs would drop out of the litigation. 
Meanwhile, the WELC plaintiffs would mainly focus their 
case on the merits of the entire logging plan — something 
they had been preparing to do for nearly six months. 

US District Court Judge Donald Molloy decided to deal 
with the issue of the appeals process first. Molloy ruled 
that the USFS had acted illegally and required it to accept 
administrative appeals. Molloy also indicated that the 
plaintiffs had "demonstrated a strong likelihood of suc- 
ceeding on the merits" of their case. 

However, the damage to the campaign had already 
been done. Obviously, public statements in which groups 
claimed that they would accept some salvage logging did 
not fall on deaf ears either with the USFS or the courts. It 
doesn't require the evil genius of a Mark Rey to see a 
divide and conquer opportunity so clearly presented as 
this one. 

On January 31, the USFS appealed Molloy's ruling of the 
appeals process to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. The 
very next day — in a highly suspicious move that stinks of 
backroom political deals — the Ninth Circuit sent the appeal 
back to Molloy, who within hours ordered the Earthjustice 
and WELC plaintiffs into mediation with the USFS. The 
mediator was to be Judge Michael Hogan from Oregon. 



continued from page 5 

urban interface, with constraints that preclude logging 
the largest trees. We continue to believe that pulling the 
uninventoried roadless lands out of this sale is a victory, 
considering the fact that we were dealing with an admin- 
istration that refuses to acknowledge the importance of 
inventoried roadless areas, let alone uninventoried areas. 
The majority of native fish strongholds were pulled out 
of the sale as well, with a 72 percent reduction of logging 
in bull trout strongholds. Both these issues were gov- 
erned by experts in those fields intimately familiar with 
the parameters of the sale and the fish and roadless 
habitat at stake. There is no logging allowed in invento- 
ried roadless areas larger than 5,000 acres. There is no 
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Molloy told the plaintiffs that the focus of the mediation 
would be five timber sales (covering 5,400 acres) that the 
USFS claimed were in need of emergency logging — not the 
entire plan which called for logging on 44,000 acres. 

However, once the mediation process began, it became 
clear that Hogan did not fly to Missoula in the middle of 
Winter to settle a small portion of the most continuous 
timber sale in the country. The plaintiffs and the USFS 
agreed to a "recovery” plan which included logging 60 
million board feet from nearly 15,000 acres — making this 
the largest current timber sale in the nation. 

Apparently, the plaintiff groups felt that they could get 
more during the mediation process than from further 
court battles. Obviously, many of us disagree with that 
train of thought, especially given the fact that Molloy had 
indicated the likelihood that the plaintiffs would succeed 
on the merits of the case. 

The campaign to stop the Bitterroot logging plan did 
not end with the settlement. Groups that were not party 
to the settlement, including Wild Rockies Earth First! 
(WREF!), Native 
Forest Network, Na- 
tional Forest Protec- 
tion Alliance and 
others, have been 
monitoring activities 
in hopes of pursuing 
legal action to stop the logging. Some of the WELC 
plaintiffs have also been involved in the effort. 

Within the first week, WREF! documented numerous vio- 
lations including the illegal cutting of old, "green" ponderosa 
pines. The next day, the USFS responded by issuing a "closure 
order" for 10,500 acres of the BNF. Recently, monitoring 
teams have discovered sediment plumes spilling into streams 
with bull trout and westslope cutthroat trout populations. 

My intention is to offer my perspective. While I have 
been critical of certain groups or strategies, my goal is not 
to divide the movement over this issue. 



A view from Wild Rockies EFi's on-going monitoring 


Rather, my aim is to point out that as long as some 
groups within the movement continue to support and 
promote commercial logging on public lands, the timber 
industry and the Bush administration will continue to 
take advantage of these opportunities to "get the cut out." 

As in the Bitterroot, the "root" cause of the problem with 
the entire "management" paradigm on our national for- 
ests is the budgetary incentives the USFS has to log, mine, 

graze, drill, motorize 

The campaign to stop the Bitterroot logging plan did not end and suppress fires. It 

. .... cannot be overstated, 

with the settlement. Groups have been monitoring activities in if the movement is 

. c . i i . i i to avoid situations 

hopes of pursuing legal action to stop the logging. like the Bit terroot in 

the future, that we 
must band together to end all logging and all resource 
extraction on our public lands. 

More than 100 members of Congress support legislation 
to end the commercial timber sale program on national 
forests. Now is the time for environmental organizations 
who support commercial logging on national forests to 
examine why federal lawmakers are more progressive on 
federal forest policy than they are. 

Matthew Koehler is with the Native Forest Network (NFN) in 
Missoula, Montana. Since NFN was not a plaintiff group, it did 
not sign the settlement. 


Settlement Focuses on Recovery continued 


road construction allowed in bull trout habitat or in any 
roadless areas. 

Achievement of the restoration goal is more difficult to 
assess. We did not get the CLE implemented, which would 
have clearly reached this goal. We did gain some additional 
mitigation and restoration measures on some of the sales. 
We did allow planned restoration to go ahead. 

It is undeniable, however, that we agreed to let nearly 55 
million board feet of logging occur on 15,000 acres of BNF 
land and failed to meet our goal of limiting the damage, 
which will greatly exceed the Bitterroot's annual average of 
10 million board feet a year. 

We do have sap on our hands. This has troubled us 
greatly, especially those who live in the Bitterroot area. 


This was not a decision that was easily arrived at. It was not 
a whim. It was a calculated tradeoff, our best judgment 
under pressure. It was a collective decision that was not 
made, directed or disproportionately influenced by any 
one member of the plaintiff groups. 

We invite discussion. We readily admit that our ap- 
proach is not necessarily the template for action every- 
where, every time. These decisions are not to be made 
lightly, without thought and constructive reflection. His- 
tory, the judgment of our peers and the fish and forests of 
the Bitterroot will tell us if we did well. 

Len Broberg (Sierra Club, Montana Chapter), Mary Anne 
Peine (The Ecology Center) and Larry Campbell (Friends of the 
Bitterroot) contributed to this article. 


May-June 2002 Earth First! Page 55 


photo by Wild Rockies Earth First! 



The Fight to Protect 

the Last Wild Buffalo 

continued from page 1 6 

The helicopter flew just above the Madison River for 
more than two hours and at one point during the opera- 
tion touched down in a sensitive riparian meadow adja- 
cent to the river. 

The marchers were ordered off of the trail and complied 
with the order, however two 
people were arrested regardless. 

"These arrests show the govern- 
ment has as little regard for citi- 
zens' right to use public lan ds as 
they do for the bison," said BFC 
spokesperson Peter Leusch. 

A Week of Action 

BFC hosted its third annual 
week of action from March 
18-24 to train activists and to 
confront the government 
agencies responsible for man- 
aging the buffalo. The 70 at- 
tendees were able to keep any 
bison from being captured 
that week and participated in several actions. 

On March 19, the Concerned Citizens for Buffalo (CCB) 
and BFC held a rally at the Montana State Capitol to call for 
an end to Montana's buffalo slaughter. The crowd drummed, 
chanted and marched to the DOL office carrying three large 


puppets of a life-size buffalo, a grim reaper agent from the 
DOL and of Montana's Governor Judy Martz. The event 
ended with a prayer circle near the large steel sculpture of a 
bison skull in front of the Montana Historical Society. The 
rally capped off a week-long hunger vigil by CCB members, 
the purpose of which was to call attention to the mortal 
danger buffalo face as they leave the boundaries of 
Yellowstone National Park each Winter. 

On March 23, the week ended with an all-species march 
to the Horse Butte capture facility. Protesters carried pup- 
pets, banners and DOL bowl- 
ing pins to the facility. Several 
of the unique species that in- 
habit the greater Yellowstone 
ecosystem were represented, 
including bison, bald eagles, 
trumpeter swans, moose and 
woodpeckers. They were 
greeted by five DOL agents and 
other security personnel as 
they marched around the fa- 
cility where wild bison are cap- 
tured and often shipped to 
slaughter. After some lively 
guerilla theater and a few 
rounds of DOL bowling, the 
group left peacefully and al- 
lowed the agents to ponder the errors of their ways. 

Spring is a difficult time for the buffalo, and volunteers 
are needed. For more information, contact the BFC, POB 
957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758; (406) 646-0070; 
buffalo@wildrockies.org; www.wildrockies.org/buffalo. 



Excerpts from a Field Diary . . . 

March 28: Yesterday, I woke at four a.m. with the rest of 
the patrols. We knew a mixed herd of eight bison had come 
out of the park the day before. The previous day's patrols 
had seen the DOL come into town, and we knew they would 
try to capture the herd because they were unable to capture 
any buffalo during our week of action. Our job was to ski 
along the Madison River between Horse Butte and the 
highway and locate the small herd of buffalo. 

As we skied along the bluffs, overlooking the Madison 
arm of Hebgen Lake, we counted more than 80 trumpeter 
swans floating on the water and observed great blue 
heron and a young bald eagle. After skiing nearly five 
miles, we found the buffalo — two pregnant females and 
five yearling calves. Two of the calves had shaved swaths 
on their shoulders and hindquarters, and they wore 
yellow tags that the DOL attached when they were 
captured on February 24. Orphaned after their mothers 
were sent to slaughter, they went back to the park where 
they were adopted by the present herd. 

Shortly after 10 a.m., a swarm of 1 1 DOL snowmobiles 
converged on the buffalo, and cracker-rounds — loud 
explosives fired from shotguns — shattered the morning's 
peace. I stood in a snag and videotaped as the frightened 
buffalo took off running. 

The agents chased them fast, and we followed the opera- 
tion on our skis, not quite able to keep up. Cracker-bursts let 


us know we weren't far behind. We reached the Horse Butte 
trap five minutes after the buffalo had been confined. 

At 12:30 p.m., we were relieved by afternoon patrols 
and climbed back into the truck for the ride home. As we 
neared Duck Creek, we saw the armada of snowmobiles 
and ATVs on the side of the highway. After a few minutes 
a large bull emerged from the woods, being chased by 
several agents on snowmobiles. The ATVs then chased 
him north on the road, toward the Duck Creek trap. The 
bull nearly outran them, cantering down the road, then 
jumped off and hid on some private property. The agents 
didn't flinch as they passed the signs reading "'Buffalo 
Safe Zone: No Shooting or Harassing Bison Permitted by 
Order of the Landowner." 

They continued to chase him, and he ran back out 
onto the highway, back in the direction from which he 
had come. After several near misses with pursuing ATVs, 
the bull darted off the road and plunged through the 
deep snow along Cougar Creek. Because of the thick 
willows along the creek, the agents on snowmobiles 
were unable to pursue him. After watching the capture 
of the eight bison in the morning, we were uplifted by 
the bull's escape. 

Today, however, the two pregnant mothers that were 
captured yesterday were slaughtered along with two of 
the calves. Four of the calves, including the two or- 
phaned in February, were released without mothers. 

—Dan Bristek 
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A History of the 
Yellowstone Buffalo 


Pre 1800: 65 million buffalo in North America. 
1850-1880: 80 million buffalo shot. 

1872: Yellowstone National Park established. 
1895: 800 buffalo left in the US, mostly 
in captivity. 

1896: 23 buffalo left in Yellowstone; wild 
buffalo on the brink of extinction. 

1902: Buffalo reintroduced to Yellowstone 
from herds in Montana and Texas. 

1917: Brucellosis discovered in Yellowstone 
buffalo herd. 

1954: 1,500 buffalo in the park; park officials 
decide that Yellowstone can only support 400 
buffalo; start shooting buffalo inside the park. 
1966: 397 buffalo left in Yellowstone; park 
implements policy of natural population regu- 
lation; shooting stops. 

1985: Montana legislature enacts buffalo hunt. 
1988: 2,750 buffalo in Yellowstone. 

1989: Buffalo hunt stopped due to strong 
public opposition. 

1991-1995: Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
Department shoot buffalo leaving Y ellowstone. 
1995: 3,500 buffalo in Yellowstone; Montana 
legislature gives control to the Montana De- 
partment of Livestock (DOL). 

1996- 1997: During a harsh Winter, DOL and 
Park Service kill 1,083 buffalo; another esti- 
mated 1,800 die; herd reduced by two-thirds. 

1997- 1998: Buffalo Nations (later the Buffalo 
Field Campaign, BFC) formed — volunteers pro- 
tect all buffalo leaving the park; Ehnamani 
Sun Dance Church hold Sundance in 
Yellowstone; DOL kills 11 buffalo; 1,700 wild 
buffalo left. 

1998- 1999: DOL slaughters 96 buffalo; 22 
BFC volunteers arrested while protesting cap- 
ture and slaughter operations; Tatanka Oyate 
Marti — "They Walk for the Buffalo," a 500- 
mile native walk from South Dakota to 
Yellowstone; Tribal consultation held in 
the Spring. 

1999- 2000: For the first Winter since 1983- 
1984, no Yellowstone buffalo are slaughtered. 



Let the Buffalo Roam*. 
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Words to Find 



Buffalo 

Marmot 

Grizzly Bear 

Deer 

Peregrine Falcon 

Beaver 

Wolverine 

Fox 

Boreal Owl 

Bald Eagle 

Lynx 

Trumpeter Swan 

Coyote 

Wolf 

Elk 

Bison 


1997-2001: National Days of Prayer organized by Lakota elders. 
2000-2001: Montana implements the new Joint Bison Management 
Plan; five bulls captured and slaughtered; 3,000 buffalo in Yellowstone; 
21 volunteers arrested. 
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Kicking the KKK 
Out of Katuah 


continued from page 17 
The weather was pure, wet, cold hell the day of the rally. It 
hurt our attendance, but we still outnumbered the skinheads 
and the KKK. The authorities were dismayed by the turnout 
since community leaders had urged the public to attend a 
"diversity festival" at Cocke County High School meant to 
draw attention away from the KKK. Tennessee Highway 
Patrol Colonel Jerry Scott described the situation as "ex- 
tremely bad." According to Scott, the crowd numbered 



"between 800 and 900 people, and it would have been four 
or five times bigger if it hadn't been for the weather. Protesters 
opposed to the KKK appeared to outnumber KKK about two 
to one. Earth First! brought a strong contingent from Knox- 
ville. From the street facing the KKK speakers, protesters 
drowned out what was being said by KKK members, who took 
their turn speaking to the crowd." 

Nearly 200 law enforcement officers from city, county and 
state agencies were stationed around the courthouse. Police 
snipers peered down on the crowd from rooftops, and 
skirmish lines of state troopers in full riot gear and with 
automatic rifles surrounded both KKK members and their 
opponents. The official plan, I found out later, was if some- 
thing happened the police were to issue exactly one warning 
then to douse the area with gas. 

Police funneled the crowd onto a narrow strip of pavement 
facing the courthouse lawn. The potential for violence was 
certainly there, as pro- and anti-KKK protesters were mixed 
tightly together. Though the mainstream media attributed 
the massive police presence with keeping the peace, six KKK 
supporters ended up getting arrested for drunk and disorderly 
conduct. Most of the folks from Earth First!, seeing that the 
cops were prepared to crush them like roaches, retained their 
commitment to nonviolence, even when provoked. 

Facing the rear of the courthouse, we stood on the street 
facing the KKK and used bullhorns and cheerleader-style 
megaphones in a successful effort to drown out their speak- 
ers. We brought signs protesting the KKK for being stupid 
enough to come to Katuah. Overlooking the rally site, draped 
across a building adjacent to the west side of the courthouse, 
was a four by 12 feet banner with a large image of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and a quote from him that read, "Darkness 


cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. 
Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that." 

A few minutes after noon, KKK members carrying a 
public-address system, made their way from a cordoned- 
off parking lot beside the courthouse to the front steps, 
surrounded by armed troopers. The long-awaited and 
much publicized event began when an unidentified 
Klansman addressed the crowd with a Nazi salute and the 
slogan, "White power!" We, along with the majority of the 
crowd, shouted back, "White trash!" Speakers alternated 
between attacks on King's legacy and exhortations for 
"those of you of European ancestry" to "stand up for your 
rights." In response, Earth First! at one point in the two- 
hour-long melee, began singing "Happy Birthday" to King. 
This did not make them happy. Dozens of our banners held 
above the crowd offered opposition to the KKK. 

Newport had never seen such an event — white-robed 
racists with Confederate flags and megaphone-toting pro- 
testers trading opinions and insults. At one point a visibly 
1 inebriated KKK supporter fell into a face-to-face shouting 
| match with counter-protesters taking part in a drum circle. 
£ Moments later he was dragged from the crowd by state 
| troopers and marched to the county jail directly across the 
| street from the courthouse. 

g My favorite image of the entire rally was when one of the 

§ Nazis on the courthouse steps did the Nazi salute to those 
| of us in the crowd. I was in the back and suddenly (and to 
~ me shockingly) all the black and white hands in the crowd 
went up together, turned and extended their middle fin- 
gers. A small sea of hands flipping off the robed KKK 
members in unison. It was beautiful. At the end of the rally, 
one Earth First!er commented, "Today the KKK didn't get 
a single word out. We shouted them down, and it was 
completely nonviolent." 



So to the John Stokes andTom Metzger idiots around the 
country stupid enough to be accusing us environmental- 
ists of being affiliated with the KKK and Nazis, don't bother 
coming down here to Katuah with your lies and your 
rhetoric. Folks in this region know from experience that 
Earth First! is not only anti-racist and anti-Nazi in word, 
but in action as well. 

To subscribe to the Katuah EF! listserve and find 
out about upcoming actions, email kropotkin- 
subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 

Chris Irwin is a sixth generation East Tennessean and a 
member of Katuah Earth First! 's River Faction. 
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Supporting the MOVE Prisoners 


by Rochester Friends of MOVE 

There is a large emphasis in the revolutionary environ- 
mental movement to support political prisoners who took 
action to defend life. There should be. But eight members 
of the Philadelphia-based MOVE organization are still 
sitting in jails throughout Pennsylvania, similarly for their 
commitment to the defense of all that is life. 

MOVE is a revolutionary organization which formed in 
the early 19 70s to confront oppression on all levels and work 
toward animal liberation, environmental and social justice. 
Dread-locked hair, natural communal living, a principled 
unity and commitment to this way of life often character- 
ized the members. They followed the example of a wise, 
perceptive black man named John 
Africa. He taught that we need to 
destroy the illusion that humans are 
the masters of the living world and 
to start living in submission to, rather 
than above, natural law as equal 
members of the community of life. 

Among their early activities, MOVE 
demonstrated against zoos, pet stores 
and police brutality. MOVE medi- 
ated between gangs. They confronted 
industrial polluters and talked with 
people about the effects of pollution 
on the environment. They fed poor 
children natural food and helped to 
uplift the community. But this holis- 
tic, consistent and revolutionary ex- 
ample set by John Africa and MOVE 
became a threat to those who profited from poisoning the 
air, water, soil and the subjugation of life. 

Throughout the '70s, this conflict continued to escalate. By 
August 1978, the corporate-owned media had successfully 
lied to the public to reduce support for MOVE while the city 
manufactured the appearance of a legal basis to arrest them. 
In the early hours of August 8,1978, hundreds of armed cops, 
fully equipped with riot gear, raided the MOVE headquarters. 
Construction vehicles broke the windows and tore down the 
fence with people still inside. Once police had concluded that 
all of the people had retreated to the basement for safety, they 
shot tear gas and water cannons toward the house. Gunshots 
rang out from a house across the street, and in response police 
throughout the area fired a barrage of bullets at the MOVE 
basement, which they knew contained children. When the 
gunfire subsided, a police officer lay dead. As the members of 
MOVE, miraculously alive, attempted to surrender, they were 
beaten and arrested. 

The trial of the MOVE 9 was, at the time, the costliest and 
longest in Philadelphia history, which further angered the 
police system. The defendants were not allowed to attend 
most of their own trials. The house, which was the main 
evidence in the murder trial, was demolished the day of the 
assault before any accurate ballistic measures could be taken. 

Certain testimony supports the theory that the slain of- 
ficer, James Ramp, was shot in the back of the neck at a 


downward angle. He was facing MOVE headquarters, making 
it physically impossible for the fatal shot to have come from 
MOVE. MOVE was in the basement, six feet below street level, 
struggling to save their babies and animals from drowning in 
the water from the water cannons. MOVE supporters have 
also proven that the first shot could not have possibly come 
from MOVE, so if MOVE fired at all, it would have only been 
in self-defense. Couple this with evidence being withheld, 
tampered with and/or lost, MOVE'S innocence should have 
been assured. Yet when the smoked cleared, after the beat- 
ings, after the trials, nine undeniably innocent people were 
convicted of murdering one police officer with one bullet. 
Moreover, they were sentenced to 30 to 100 years each by a 
judge who later admitted on public radio that he had no idea 
who killed Ramp. 

The system did not stop coming 
at MOVE in 1978. The seize of the 
MOVE headquarters, as well as the 
unjust arrest and conviction of 
the MOVE 9, directly led to an 
even more catastrophic confron- 
tation seven years later. In 1985, 
the city of Philadelphia, with the 
help of the FBI, dropped a bomb 
on MOVE’S house, killing 11 
people, including five children, 
burning down an entire black 
neighborhood. Merle Africa died 
in prison under suspicious circum- 
stances in 1998. Despite recent 
news, MOVE affiliate, Mumia Abu- 
Jamal, is still under the threat of 
the death penalty. What the MOVE organization and 
loyal MOVE supporters everywhere are saying is that this 
is unacceptable. 

Friends of MOVE, in conjunction with the MOVE organi- 
zation, strives to act as a network of support for the MOVE 
9. As MOVE supporters, we demand the release of all MOVE 
prisoners. Friends of MOVE is currently renewing a project 
in hopes of improving the direct support of the MOVE 9, and 
we are hoping for increased support from the environmen- 
tal movement. It is a very basic activity that needs to be acted 
upon on a much more consistent basis. We are looking for 
individuals who would like to officially and formally spon- 
sor at least one of the MOVE prisoners. The responsibilities 
would be simple. First, to correspond with that specific 
MOVE person through regular letters and/or phone calls. 
The second, and equally important, responsibility would be 
to provide financial support, supplies, etc. This type of 
support is necessary for the MOVE 9 to be able to commu- 
nicate with supporters and family on the outside. 

MOVE continues fighting for all of us despite the atroci- 
ties committed against them during the past 30 years. All 
the beatings, guns, jails and bombs in the world can’t stop 
MOVE because no matter how hard the police system tries, 
the forces of life are too powerful! 

For more information about MOVE or to become in- 
volved in this project, please see page 67. 



Two of the MOVE 9: Delbert and Phil Africa 
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Earth First! 
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vs. the FBI 

by Karen Pickett 

This time the feds are the defendants rather 
than the prosecution, and they were sitting in a 
row, lined up against the wall as opening argu- 
ments began in a federal courtroom in Oakland, 
California. The Judi Bari and Darryl Cherney vs. 
the FBI and Oakland Police Department (OPD) 
trial opened April 8, 12 years after Judi was 
nearly killed when a motion-triggered pipe bomb 
exploded in her car as she and Darryl drove to 
organize a Redwood Summer roadshow event. 
The civil lawsuit lays out violations of civil 
rights — including false arrest and illegal search 
and seizure — stemming from OPD's arrest of 
Judi and Darryl for supposedly bombing them- 
selves and from the smear campaign conducted 
by the FBI's propaganda machine. 

After the bomb exploded, the FBI wasted no 
time in advising local law enforcement that 
these people were "eco-terrorists," supporting 
the issuance of arrest and search warrants with 
outright lies about the location of the bomb. 
They trumpeted to the media more lies about 
things like matching nails and non-existent 
nefarious plots. Their lies continued into open- 
ing arguments this week when the FBI's lead 
attorney told the court that a founder of Earth 
First! was charged with downing powerlines 
"connected to a nuclear power plant." 
(Powerlines toppled by activists in Arizona back 
in 1989 were connected to a water project, not 
a nuke plant, and the "founder" was nowhere in 
the neighborhood). 

A huge rally of more than 500 people kicked 
off the court proceedings. The rally saw a 
convergence of activists from around the coun- 
try arriving for the trial and featured a giant 
puppet of Richard Held, who was an architect, 
along with his father, of the FBI's COINTELPRO 
operations. Several years ago, Held abruptly 
quit his job running the San Francisco FBI 
office as photos revealing the FBI's lies in this 
case were released. 

Many activists will take the stand along with 
FBI agents and OPD cops in this trial, expected to 
wrap up around the time of the 12th anniversary 
of the bombing, May 24. (See page 65 for details). 

For more information, contact (510) 663- 
6330; (510) 548-3113; www.judibari.org; 
sf.indymedia.org/features/judibari. 

Page 60 Earth First! Beltane 2002 



ress Looks at PETA 

continued 


continued from page 20 want the IRS to revoke PETA's 
to the House of Representatives tax-exempt status because there 
Resources Subcommittee on is "information [that] strongly 
Forests and Forest Health on Feb- suggests that PETA induces or 
ruary 12, Jeff Kerr, general coun- encourages the commission of 
sel for PETA, wrote, "Through its unlawful acts." A donation made 
efforts, PETA acts not to perpe- by PETA last year provoked the 
trate, but to end, terror — the very wise use movement and has gar- 
real, ugly and needless terror in- nered the attention of CongTess. 
flicted on animals." Like with former ELF Spokes- 

Currently, PETA is under the person Craig Rosebraugh, Con- 
microscope for disseminating gress sent PETA a list of questions 
information about animal abuse it hopes will unravel the Earth 
that is provided anonymously Liberation Front. Ironically, the 
by those who claim responsibil- first PETA heard of the letter from 
ity for animal liberation. Congress was from media who 

"To do other than to share confirmed that it was already 
our opinions and the horror sto- posted on a wise use website, 
ries that have emerged from our In response, PETA argues that 
nation’s laboratories, factory its charitable mission and pro- 
farms and fur ranches would grams are only in the spotlight 
violate the trust placed in us by due to the heavy influence of 
our supporters and would make lobbyists, public relations con- 
this a sorry, shameful and piti- sultants and other paid 

ful country of cowards indeed," spokespeople for animal- 

wrote Kerr. exploitive industries in Congress. 

PETA espouses that through- The fallout has yet to be seen, 
out history, i * . yet, like ten 

advocacy ■ I 1 PETA remains 

groups at i I focused on its 

some point 1 tasktoendthe 

attracted t suffering of 

the wrath I other species. 

status quo. J J ^ ^ | dom and the 

to Kerr, "Isolated acts r of any cruel 

of violence have taken place in practice and that, in our hearts, 
the struggle for all our freedoms, we wish that all places where 
and the animal protection animals tremble and cry out ev- 
movement is no exception. To ery hour of every day would ex- 
speak of them freely is no crime, plode, disappear and be reduced 
To say what is in one's heart is to nothingness," stated Kerr. "By 
no crime.” being forthright about our feel- 

The Center for Consumer ings, words and beliefs, which 
Freedom and the Center for the are not our actions, tacit or overt, 
Defense of Free Enterprise, bas- we become targets of those with 
tions of the wise use movement, ill intentions." 



continued from page 20 
of the natural environment, they would 
understand and support this diversity. 

Congress: In your press statement about 
the Vail lodge firebombing, you said that 
the area slated for ski-area expansion was 
some of the last, best lynx habitat in North 
America. Do you know how long it has been 
since anyone — environmentalists, biolo- 
gists, wildlife enthusiasts — has seen a lynx 
in the area that you called some of the last, 
best habitat for the lynx in North America? 

CR: No I do not, but that is irrelevant 
to the fact that the area is some of the 
last, best lynx habitat in North America. 

Congress: The Southern Poverty Law 
Center, a renowned organization dedi- 
cated to the preservation and enhance- 
ment of civil rights, had this to say about 
the ELF in its Summer 2001 Intelligence 
Report: "...the ELF's use of underground 
violence strongly resembles ex-Klansman 
Louis Beam's concept of 'leaderless resis- 
tance.' The ELF 
is composed of 
autonomous 
and secretive 
'cells' that ini- 
tiate terrorist 
acts indepen- 
dently and do 
not communicate with or even know one 
another. . . like most groups on the radical 
right today, the ELF sees global capital- 
ism as the enemy. . . There is an obvious 
ideological gulf separating the radical 
right, with its racist and fascist appeals, 
from the left-wing, environmentalist ELF , 
which advocates 'equality, social justice 
and... compassion for all life. ’ But when 
it comes to the current economic and 
political system, the two groups increas- 
ingly find themselves on the same side. " 
How do you feel about the ELF being 
compared to the Klu Klux Klan? Is this 
an accurate comparison? Do you feel a 
kinship of cause with "racists and 


fascists, " as the Southern Poverty Law 
Center contends? 

CR: a) That is ridiculous and in- 
sulting. I would expect the Southern 
Poverty Law Center to have more 
intelligence than that. 

b) No. 

c) No. 

Congress: Please define "direct action. " 

CR: Something done or accom- 
plished without intermediary agents 
or conditions. 

Congress: You claim that our environ- 
ment has gotten progressively dirtier over 
the years. But the facts don 't support that. 
The facts tell us that air quality has im- 
proved by 64 percent from 1970-2000, 
toxins released have declined by 45 percent 
between 1 988 and 1 998, and erosion was 
reduced 32 percent between 1982 and 
1 997. Presently, few trees are harvested off 
the national forests than has been the case 
in a very, very long time. Isn't it true that 


Congress: Who first contacted you about serving as the 
spokesperson for the ELF? How did he/ she contact you? 
Rosebraugh: a) Jesus Christ, b) It was a spiritual sort of thing. 


the ELF's rationale for firebombing homes 
and schools and government buildings is 
grounded in lies and self-serving propa- 
ganda rather than in facts? 

CR: No. I question the truth of the 
above stated "facts." 

Congress: In an ABC News interview 
last year, you said that "every single 
social movement that has actually gained 
success has used a variety of tactics." In 
your mind, then, is the ELF's relationship 
with mainstream environmental groups 
akin to a one-two punch? If so, what is 
your response to the countless environ- 
mental organizations who condemned the 
ELF, and by extension you, prior to the 


February 12 hearing? Do you feel any 
disdain for mainstream environmental- 
ists based on their unwillingness to take 
direct action to protect the environment? 

CR: a) No. 

b) I am not aware of countless envi- 
ronmental organizations condemning 
me and the ELF prior to the February 
12 hearing. I prefer to respond to 
groups after I know what they have 
said. Can you please send me each 
organization's response? 

c) No. 

Congress: Who first contacted you about 
serving as the spokesperson for the ELF? 
How did he/she contact you? 

CR: a) Jesus Christ. 

b) It was a spiritual sort of thing. 

Congress: Why did you resign as a 
spokesperson for the ELF? 

CR: To step back from the spotlight 
and allow others to come forward 
and demonstrate their ideological and 
philosophi- 
cal support of 
the ELF. 

Rosebraugh 
has heard no 
response 
from Con- 
gress in the 
weeks since March 1 5, and the next 
move remains unclear — including 
whether Congress will still pursue con- 
tempt charges for Rosebraugh. 

Meanwhile, Rosebraugh remains 
firm in his statement that the hearings 
are being industry-driven to try to 
stop the people who are making it 
difficult for those very same industries 
to continue to exploit the Earth. "In 
light of September 1 1, it is very much 
primetime for industry to attack groups 
like the ELF and Animal Liberation 
Front," states Rosebraugh. 

For more information, visit 
www.protectcivilliberties.com. 
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Why Bother? 

A Reflection/ oond/IZevLew 


by Sprig 

Why Bother? Getting a Life in a Locked-down Land, by 
Sam Smith, Feral Press, 2001, www. feralhouse.com. 

"Why bother?” is a question that constantly affronts the 
conscious individual attempting to live an engaged life. It 
can seem easier to turn on the TV, lay back on the couch 
and become "the audience for our own demise.” Many of 
us have felt that stirring of empowerment that comes with 
direct action only to have it whittled away by societal 
dysfunction in an already overwhelming circumstance. 
Soon after, a direct action community that was once 
liberating becomes reduced to stupid human tricks for the 
media in a culture that easily commodifies. 

It can leave one wondering where did 
the spark go? Although in thought and 
deed we are fighting for the Earth 
and our related survival, it is not 
uncommon for our earnest in- 
tentions to backfire. Whether 
we work from within or out- 
side of the system, it still has 
its way with us. Some argue 
that it is not up to us to try 
and change the world but 
to keep the world from 
changing us. These are 
the maladies of the indi- 
vidual that sees the po- 
tential for change, but 
what about the indi- 
vidual who no longer 
sees a reason to even put 
up a fight? 

Why Bother? Getting a 
Life in a Locked-down 
Land warms the coldest 
heart into remembering 
what a life of feeling was 
like. It is inspiring to read a 
book by a man in his 60s who 
has struggled through the so- 
cial change movement's history and 
whose fire is still lit. Not only does he draw upon his 
experiences to help us answer this question for ourselves, 
but he supports our inner will with the wisdom and experi- 
ence of countless others who have known a glimmer of the 
possible. He advocates that, "We rebel not as a last act of 
desperation but as a first act of creation." 

It is a small, yet meaty, 150-page book with quotes 
ranging from zines to Hakim Bey and William Burroughs. 
Smith is a strong, accessible writer who is able to draw out 
the gold nugget in various ideologies, philosophies and 
isms. From anarchy to Quakerism, he weaves a cloth that 
highlights inter-relationships rather than where they dis- 


agree. Throughout the book he encourages smashing the 
institutional box to revive the spontaneity of the imagina- 
tion — to let our inner rebel run free. He stresses that to be 
free thinkers we must be free of two things: the tyranny of 
tradition and the tyranny of our own passion. 

It is not uncommon to hear people say that humyns are 
doomed, the Earth will live on in some fashion, but still we 
will work toward protecting this or that and enj oy it all while 
we still can. Although this may seem pessimistic, Smith 
might typify this as a healthy spirit in the face of adversity. 

"To accept the full consequences of the degradation of 
the environment, the explosion of incarceration, the 
creeping militarization, the dismantling of de- 
mocracy, the commodification of cul- 
ture, the contempt for the real, the 
culture of impunity among the 
powerful and the zero tolerance 
toward the weak requires cour- 
age that seems beyond us. 
We do not know how to 
look honestly at the 
wreckage without an over- 
whelming sense of sur- 
render, far easier to just 
keep dancing and hope 
someone fixes it all. Yet 
in a perverse way, our 
predicament makes 
life simpler. We have 
clearly lost what we 
have lost. We can give 
up our futile efforts to 
preserve the illusion 
and turn our energies 
instead to the construc- 
tion of a new time. It is 
this willingness to walk 
away from the seduc- 
tive power of the present 
that first divides the mere 
reformer from the rebel — 
the courage to emigrate from 
one's own ways in order to meet 
the future not as an entitlement but as a fron- 
tier,” writes Smith. "If all of this is true then why not 
despair? To despair is to voluntarily close a door that has 
not yet shut. The task is to bear knowledge without it 
destroying ourselves, to challenge the wrong without 
ending up on its casualty list.” 

For myself, I know this to be true. I have burned out and 
I don't want to go back. I've engaged in various styles of 
thought and action only to face the internal and external 
limits of my mind. One only has to read the Earth First! 
Journal to experience despair if we are not already closed off 
to it. I've felt numb, enraged, apathetic, futile, hopeful, 
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idealistic, cynical, engaged, escapist and ascetic. But 
where I'm most happy, inspired and effective in my own 
small way is when I see my humanity not as a curse upon 
this planet but as the raw potential for positive change. 
I'm not avoiding the atrocities of my species but staying 
realistically engaged. 

Why Bother ? addresses the roots of these opposites — neu- 
rotic engagement and apathy. "Any effort on behalf of 
human or ecological justice demands real courage rather 
than false optimism, and responsibility even in times of utter 
madness, even in times when decadence outpolls decency, 


even in times when responsibility itself is ridiculed as the 
archaic behavior of the weak or the naive." 

One of the most important things Smith does for the reader 
is not completely answer the question, "Why Bother?" Like a 
Crimethlnc. essay, he rouses your sleeping dragon into discus- 
sion. There isn't one answer. It's up to you to decide, then 
change your mind as many times as you wish. As long as you 
are engaged in the dialogue, you will be living the answer. 

Sprig is a new long-term editor at the Earth First! Journal. She 
moved from Eugene, Oregon, where she worked with Cascadia 
Forest Defenders and other collectives. 


Red County Music 



by Dennis Fritzinger 


During the last presidential election, political mapsters 
indicated the counties that went to Gore in blue and the 
counties that went to Bush in red. A map of the US 
looked like a vast sea of red with a few blue spots here 
and there, a graphic that illustrated how thinly popu- 
lated areas — the most rural areas tend to vote Repub- 
lican, while the Democrat strongholds tend to be in 
urban areas. Thus a picture of the age-old conflict 
emerged — Country vs. City, Rural vs. Urban — to practi- 
cally nobody's surprise. Afterward, there was talk about 
how Bush's "red county" voters put him in a position to 
win, if not actually win the election (it took the Supreme 
Court to do that). 

What I'm interested in here is the musicology of the 
two regions — red and blue. Bluegrass, country and folk 
music are all associated with the most rural parts of the 
country, while rock music is, by and large, city music. 
Personally, I have no problem with city music — I was 


raised a city kid after all. Though my knowledge of it 
starts with Elvis, it pretty much stops with the '70s, the 
last decade when I had a lot of free time on my hands and 
used it to listen to music. 

My musical taste, however, was strongly influenced in 
the '60s by exposure to the "folk music revival” that was 
spearheaded by Joan Baez and Bob Dylan, among others. 
One emphasis — besides being acoustic (even after Dylan 
went electric)— was that lyrics were valued not only for 
their beauty but also for their content. This becomes 
particularly evident when listening to songs written dur- 
ing the civil rights and anti-war movements. 

Acoustic music has an interesting parallel life to 
bioregionalism. Bioregionalism (think: regionalism from a 
biological perspective) emphasizes living with nature, 
small-scale, "do least harm," local living, while folk music 
tends to tell a story of those people, places and critters of 
a bioregion. And around an Earth First! campfire, when a 
strong biocentric voice like Walkin' Jim Stoltz steps up, it 
definitely does. 

But where do we find such a campfire? When was the 
last rendezvous you went to and heard Walkin' Jim, 
Dakota Sid or Susan Grace fill the night with songs about 
the great wild ones, the keepers of the Earth? If you long 
for those days or are curious what they were like, check 
out Eye of the Hunter, a co-production of Musicians U nited 
to Sustain the Environment (MUSE) and the Predator 
Conservation Alliance. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz, Casey Neill, Susan Grace, Countryjoe 
McDonald and many others weigh in with an exception- 
ally fine album of songs for endangered predators. The 
predator is the heart of the wilderness — and wildness too 
I might add. Most of the performances here are studio 
quality — only Casey Neill's Pine Marten Swagger seems to 
have a live performance feel to it. This doesn't really 
detract, however, and maybe a few rough edges add to the 
album's genuine feel. The best Earth First! CD of the 21st 
century — and it isn't even by Earth First!. 

To order a copy of Eye of the Hunter, send $ 16.50 to MUSE, 
POB 671, South Lyon, MI 48178; www.musemusic.org. 

Dennis Fritzinger is a long-time Earth First! activist and co- 
founder of the Warrior Poets Society. 
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EF! NORTHWEST RENDEZVOUS 
BITTERROOT NATIONAL FOREST 
MONTANA MAY 23-27 

Join Wild Rockies Earth First! for five days of 
workshops, parties and actions. The rendez- 
vous will be held in the Bitterroot National 
Forest, home of the Bitterroot Salvage scam, 
where 14,770 acres of this precious ecosystem 
are being logged. Come share and learn the 
skills it takes to defend your bioregion. Food 
will be provided by Seeds of Peace. 

For more information, contact Wild Rockies 
EF!, (406) 549-8863; wref@wildrockies.org. 

: 


Global Justice Action Summit 
Missoula, Montana • June 20-23 

The Global Justice Action Summit is designed to be an educational 
and inspirational "warm-up" to the G8 meetings taking place starting 
June 26 at a remote location near Calgary, Alberta. 

The summit is an international call to action inviting people to an 
international forum, fair and festival. Collectively, we will explore 
alternatives to the current world economic power structure, and we 
will demonstrate real opportunities for creating our own just and 
sustainable future: promoting clean energy, sustainable agriculture, 
local economics and empowerment. 

The G8 and the institutions and poli- 
cies it controls — the World Trade Or- 
ganization, International Mon- 
etary Fund and World Bank — have 
failed to recognize the United 
Nation's Declaration of Human 
Rights by allowing multinational 
corporate interests to abuse in- 
digenous peoples, human rights, 
workers and the environment. 

For more information, contact the 
Global Justice Action Summit, (888) 

732-2658; christophe@blackfoot.net; 
www.gioDaijas.org. 



Food for Life at the Sequatchie Valley Institute 


Tennessee * June 6-9 and 1 3-1 6 



Food for Life is a conference about health and nutrition from the practical to the political. Join us for workshops on 
planting, harvesting, preparing and preserving food, as well as in-depth discussions about food choices, genetic 
engineering, community food security and more! 

June 6-9: Emphasis on the Practical: will focus on skills-building around permaculture, organic gardening, food 
preservation, saving seeds, different methods of cooking and diet choices, macrobiotics, medicines, nutrition and 
energy-efficient cooking. 

June 13-16: Emphasis on the Political: will focus on 
theoretical and political explorations of the social and 
ecological implications of industrial agriculture. We will 
discuss strategies for mobilizing against agribusiness and 
biotech, in addition to promoting sustainable community- 
based food systems in the face of global monopolies. To 
wrap up the weekend, we will create a public demonstration 
of our ideas with the Autonomous Banquet. 

Sequatchie Valley Institute's mission is to offer society an 
opportunity to learn about living in harmony with nature by 
providing: education, art and research opportunities; land 
conservation and restoration; a dynamic model residence and 
learning center; and a vision for attaining a sustainable future. 

For more information or to register, contact the Sequatchie 
Valley Institute, (423) 949-5922; mediarights@bledsoe.net. 
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The Trial of the 
Century 

Earth First! vs. the FBI 

April 8-May 24 



In May 1990, Earth Firstlers Judi 
Bari and Darryl Cherney were 
bombed in a car in Oakland, Cali- 
fornia, while organizing environ- 
mental activists and union workers 
for Redwood Summer. The FBI and 
Oakland Police Department falsely 
accused them of carrying the bomb 
in order to taint Earth First! and to 
undermine Judi and Darryl's orga- 
nizing work. 

• Come to the trial! Begins April 
8 and continues for six weeks, Mon- 
day-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-l :30 p.m. 
at the Oakland Federal Courthouse. 

• Publicize the trial! Help get 
coverage of the trial in your local 
newspapers or on radio stations. 

• Organize an event to educate 
your community about the lawsuit 
and FBI COINTELPRO. A short 
video about Judi Bari and the law- 
suit is available. Contact the Head- 
waters Action Video Collective, 
(415) 820-1635; www.havc.org. 

• Donate money to the legal fund 
to help pay for court costs, publicity 
and volunteer expenses. Make 
checks payable to the Redwood Jus- 
tice Fund, mark "legal fund" in the 
memo field. Contact the Redwood 
Justice Fund, POB 14720, Santa Rosa, 
CA 95402; www.judibari.org. 

For more information, contact 
Earth First!/Bay Area Coalition for 
Headwaters, 2530 San Pablo Ave, 
Berkeley, CA94702; (510)548-3113. 



Fee Demo National Day of Action 

JUNE 15 

Opposition to the recreation Fee Demonstration Program involves more than 
230 organizations and millions of Americans. But despite this, the few, yet 
powerful, proponents of recreation user fees still hold the inside track. The 
American Recreation Coalition and their allies in Congress are still successfully 
advancing their anti-democratic pay-to-play agenda. There is no option other 
than to take control of the issue and to convince Congress and the media to 
acknowledge that people oppose the Fee Demo. This program cannot be 
permanently authorized. People do not want our public lands commercialized, 
privatized and over-developed. Instead public lands need to be adequately 
funded with public dollars and for the use of those lands to always remain a 
public good for all to enjoy. 

To get involved with the Fee Demo National Day of Action, contact Wild 
Wilderness, (541) 385-5261; k ssilver@wildwilderness.org. 

_ A < 



May-June 2002 Earth First! Page 65 








Across \\ 
Borders || 


Wild Earth, Wild Mind, Wild Heart 

THE EXPERIENCE OF DEEP ECOLOGY WITH JOHN SEED 

For 20 years, John Seed has been facilitating an experien- 
tial deep ecology process around the world to help end the 
illusion of alienation from the living Earth that most of us 
feel and to connect us with new sources of joy, commitment 
and inspiration that follow from the alignment of person 
and planet. 

Through personal sharing, meditation and ritual, work- 
shops will explore the depths of our concern and love for our 
planet in this time of crisis. Rediscovering our "deep ecol- 
ogy" — our interconnectedness with all beings — participants 
shall find empowerment as agents of healing change. 

These gatherings provide tools for practicing deep ecology 
in daily life. As many participants in this work have discov- 
ered, alignment with our larger identity clarifies, dignifies 
and heals our personal conflicts. We see that the pain of the 
Earth is our own pain and the fate of the Earth is our own 
fate. These experiences empower us to act on behalf of the 
Earth and give us clarify and direction for this work. 

John Seed will be hosting workshops in Ohio (June 8-9), 
Indiana (June 15-16) and California (June 21-23). Proceeds 
go to rainforest conservation projects in Kenya and Ecuador. 
Partial work-exchange is available. 

For more information, contact johnseedl@ozemail.com.au. 


NO STAR WARS: 
International Space 
Organizing Conference 
Berkeley, California • May 1 0-1 2 

Global Network is strengthening 
its commitment to preventing a new 
arms race in space. Representatives 
from peace groups worldwide will 
be sharing their work to stop Star 
Wars. There will also be a protest at 
Lockheed Martin, where work is 
underway on the space-base laser, 
airborne laser, Theater Missile De- 
fense and new satellites for space 
war fighting. 

For more information, contact 
Global Network, (352) 337-9274; 
globalnet@mindspring.com; 
www.space4peace.org. 


Puppetual Motion is a collective of puppeteers, 
circus performers, bicycle builders and activists. 
We travel by bicycle to various communities, 
uniting people through art, theater and sustain- 
able living. We are working to strengthen the 
movement to reclaim our culture by collaborat- 
ing with youth on pedal-powered performances. 

Projects include a cycle circus, radical pup- 
petry, using liberation technology such as solar 
power and transforming "trash" to meet our 
needs, skill shares and Bikes Across Borders, a 
collaboration with a bicycle cooperative run by 
maquiladora workers in Mexico which rescues 
surplus bikes from the Texas waste stream and 
provides people with ^r—s 
access to transportation. 

For more information, 
contact Cycle Circus, Ml 
300 Allen St, Austin, TX 
78702; (512) 385-3695; 


Utrecht Reclaim the 
Streets: 

Month of Eco-Insurrection 


Celebrating Six Years of EF! 

Netherlands 

We call on activists from around the 
world to join our insurrection in June, to 
defend the Earth and fight systems of 
domination. Events will include a week- 
end celebration and skill sharing in re- 
membrance of the struggle against the 
Amsterdam port; a storm of direct action 
hits on EF! projects; a critical mass to 
kick-start a fight against new parking 
garages and the destruction of the city 
green in Utrecht; and a Reclaim the Streets 
autonomous zone. 

It is hoped that people and movements 
around the world will join together for a 
week of global action against capitalism, 
coinciding with the EU summit in Spain 
and the G8 meeting in Canada. 

For more information, contact 
GroenFront! — EF! Netherlands, POB 
85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands; 
vrienden@groenfront.nl; 
www.groenfront.nl. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle 
Support Tnem! 


Prisoner Updates 

•SHAC 3: Heather Avery was released, 
and Greg Avery got out "on the tag." 
Natasha Dellamaigne, HMP Highpoint, 
Stradis Hall, New Market, Suffolk, CB8 
9YG, England. Natasha was turned 
down for the tag — she will be released 
in early May. 

•Silvano Pellissero was released after 
serving a four-year sentence for eco- 
sabotage against a high speed train 
project in the Northern Italian Alps. 

•Jonathan Batchelor was released. 
Charges of assaulting a police officer 
during a demonstration were down- 
graded to an assault and battery misde- 
meanor. He faces a potential fine of up 
to $2,500. 

•Marco Camenish has completed a 12- 
year sentence in Italy for eco-bombings. 
He is being extradited to Switzerland for 
a prison shoot-out trial that carries the 
possibility of a life sentence. 

•Neil Bartlett, FW7083, HMP Lewes, 
East Sussex, BN7 1EA, England. Neil was 
given a four-year sentence for his Earth 
and animal liberation bomb hoaxes. 

•Andrew Stepanian, 0200-1777, 
Nassau County Corrections, 100 Carman 
Ave, East Meadow, NY 11554-1160, US. 
Serving six months for resisting arrest 
and shouting at a cop who was beating 
a friend during a demonstration. 

•Emma “Pitch” Murphy-Ellis, 
Clackamas County Work Release, 9200 
SE McBrod, Milwaukie, OR 97222, US. 
Pitch was singled out for charges relat- 
ing to incitement and for nonviolently 
blocking the road with 30 protesters at 
the Eagle timber sale near Portland, Or- 
egon on June 1, 2001. 


framed for the attempted arson of an 
oil station. 

•Craig "Critter" Marshall, #13797662, 
SRCI, 777 Stanton Blvd, Ontario, OR 
97914, USA. Serving five-and-a-half years 
for conspiracy to commit arson and 
possession of incendiary devices to torch 
some SUVs. 

•Grigory Pasko (address unknown). 
Russian eco-journalist serving four years 
for exposing the Russian Navy's dump 
ing of nuclear waste into the Pacific 
Ocean. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC 
Carswell, POB 27137, Fort Worth, TX 
76127, USA. Serving 27 years for the 
disarmament of a Minuteman II missile 
silo with a jackhammer, mailing warn- 
ing letters to officials with .38 caliber 
bullets inside, robbing a bank and burn- 
ing the money. 

Animal Liberation 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP Bir- 
mingham, B18 4AS, England. Serving 
three years for assaulting the managing 
director of Huntingdon Life Sciences. 
Also serving 18 months for rescuing 600 
guinea pigs from a lab supplier. 

•Mel Broughton, DJ8216, HMP The 
Mount, Bovingdon, HP3 0NZ, England. 
Serving four years for conspiracy to cause 
explosions. 

•Rae Newlands, GN6613, HMP 
Holloway, London, N7 0NU, England. 
On remand for various charges includ- 
ing bomb hoaxes, arson, criminal dam- 
age, harassment and conspiracy. 

•Geert Waegemans, Begijnestraat 42 
2000, Antwerp, Belgium. Serving four 
years for an attempted arson. Awaiting 
sentencing for four more arsons. 



persecuted by the Philadelphia police during 
the '70s, culminating with the police bomb- 
ing their commune in 1985. The‘‘MOVE9" 
were framed for the murder of a cop and 
sentenced to 30 to 100 years each. You must 
write to each MOVE member separately. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet 
Holloway Africa, #006308 and Janine 
Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge 
Springs, PA 16403-1238, US. 

•Michael Davis .Africa, #AM4973 and 
Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 19426- 
0244, US. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Camp Hill, PA 1 701 1-0200, US: 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984 and 
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dal- 
las, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, US. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, US. Mumia, a politically ac- 
tive journalist, was framed for the mur- 
der of a cop in 1981. 

Indigenous 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 
1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA. An 


Ecodefense 

•Dr. Yuri Bandazhevsky, Ul. 
Kalvarijskaya 36, POB 35K, Minsk 
220600, Belarus. Serving eight years for 
telling the world that the nuclear radia- 
tion around Chernobyl is worse than 
the government has admitted. 

•Inaki Garcia Koch, Carcel de 
Pamplona, C/San Roque, Apdo. 250, 
31080 — Irunez — Pamplona, Navarra, 
Spain. Serving just under five years for 
sabotaging a dam construction site. 

•Jeffrey “Free” Luers, #13797671, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, US. 
Serving 22 years and eight months for 
arson of a car dealership. He was also 


Anti-Globalization 

•Rob Middaugh, #6859467, POB 5000, 
Delano, CA 93216-5000, US. Sentenced 
to three years for his involvement in the 
Mayday 2001 Reclaim the Streets cel- 
ebrations in Long Beach, California. 

•Robert Thaxton, #12112716, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, US. 
Serving a seven-year mandatory mini- 
mum sentence for throwing a rock at a 
cop at the Eugene, OR, June 18, 1999, 
Reclaim the Streets. 

MOVE 

MOVE, an eco-revolutionary group, was 


American Indian Movement activist, 
Leonard is serving life in prison after 
being framed for the murder of two FBI 
agents at the Pine Ridge siege in the 
1970s. 

•Eric Wildcat Hall, #BL-5355, Unit I/A 
10745 Rt. 18, Albion, PA 16475-0002, 
USA. Serving 35-75 years for helping 
ship arms to Central American indig- 
enous activists. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

North American Earth Liberation Pris- 
oners Support Network, POB 50082, 
Eugene, OR97405, USA; naelpsn@tao.ca; 
www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 
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Create the icons of the 

Photograph, digital, paint, sketch 

movement 

• jgM'/ ' » • ' • ' 

Submit your work to the 
€F! Journal 
POB 3023, Tucson, HZ 
\ 85702 


Cover art submissions must be 8 3/8 x 1 1 


NYC environmental organization 
looking for grantwriter/functraiser, 
percentage basis. Time’s Up! is a New 

Y ork City-based direct action environmental group 
that uses events and educational programs to 
promote a more environmentally sustainable city. 
We’re acommunity-based, all volunteer nonprofit 
in its 15th year. For more information, contact 
(212) 505-361 1; www.times-up.org. 


A nonprofit, tax-exempt organization which 
funds environmental education media. Donations 
and funding proposals can be sent to: 

Earth Defense Education Project 
POB 3023 

Tucson, AZ 85702 / j ^ 


Note: If you would like your contribution to go W the 
EF! Journal, please note it with your donation. Thank you. 


You Make the Call! 

Support the Earth First! Journal with every long-distance 
call you make. Sign up for Affinity Long Distance and 
get top-quality service, competitive rates and the satis- 

« aercent of your bill goes to 

month. To sign up, con- 

Steve@IntemetAddress.com. 


UNDERGROUND 


THE MAGAZINE OF THE 
NORTH AMERICAN 
ANIMAL LIBERATION FRONT 
SUPPORTERS GROUP 


ISSUE #17 
AVAILABLE NOW 


NA-ALFSG, POB 69597, 5845 YONGE ST, f FREE 

WILLOWDALE, ONTARIO, M2M4K3, CANADA ' TO PRISONERS! 
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concerned Sinofe 


links compatible, socially conscious 
singles who care about 
the Earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 


Nationwide • AH Ages 
** Straight/Gay • Since 1984 

FREE SAMPLE 

Box 444-EF, Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
s 413-445-6309 
www.concernedsingles.com 











Only $30 to Save the Earth 

Have some money to burn? 

Some choices in life are easy... 

Tools for Sustainable Living. Julia Butterfly's 
Circle of Life Foundation has unveiled its new 20- 
ounce Thermos Mug. Comes with two lids and has a 
stainless steel interior/exterior. $30 (plus shipping). 

The Journal of the Radical Environmental 
Movement. Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal 
and reap the benefits of more than 500 pages a year 
of hard-hitting, red hot news on direct action 
campaigns, thoughts on strategy and tactics, 
ecological theory, a lively letters column and more 
views than you thought possible. $30/year. 

It’s your choice. r -MtSSt " 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal 


r 


. . . and get some free music too ! 


1 


Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip 

Tel. Country 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription Q $40 Surface Mail, International 

O $30 Regular Rate ($25 low income) O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope O $50 Air Mail, International 

O $40 First Class (US $, no foreign checks) 

O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ DONATION 


Email Q)Send me a free "Keep it Wild!" music compilation tape with my subscription 

Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 


Credit Card Orders circle one: Visa / MC 
# Exp. date 


— I 

May-June 2002 Earth First! Page 69 




Earth First! Directory 


ALABAMA 

University of Alabama EF! 

POB 860997, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 

ua-earthfirst@antisocial.com 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 

POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 


Red Gate EF! 

3400 W. 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 
(773) 258-0575; friends@enteract.com 
The Brokedowns/Elgin Food Not Bombs 
308 South St #15, Elgin, IL 60123 
(847) 931-9054; 

thebrokedowns@thebrokedowns.com 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois Ave, Carbondale, IL 62901 


205 N. Mears, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 
NEW IERSEY 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 452, Las Vegas, NM 87701 



Warren Wilson College, GPO l 
POB 9000, Asheville, NC 2881 
Croatan F.F! 

POB 872, Moyock, NC 27958 


(617) 859-8155 
MICHIGAN 
Popular Power 
POB 374, Traverse 
Lost Cause Colled 
POB 237, Marqueti 
(906) 228-7074; 


OR 97440 


Church of Deep Ei 
POB S80407, Minn 
(612) 362-3387; 


Portland, OR 97208 


az_earth_first@hotmail .com 
Wildfire Infoshop 
POB 23552, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
wildfireinfoshop@yahoo.com 
Phoenix EF! 

POB 5564, Phoenix, AZ 85010-5564 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Flagstaff Activist Network 

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

(928) 213-9507; flagact@infomagic.net 

CALIFORNIA 

Bav Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724 

Environmentally Sound Promotions 

POB 2254, Redway, CA 95560 
(707) 923-4949; ensopro@asis.com 

Fairfax Action Team 

POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 

Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine. CA 92616-4738 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 93107 
(707) 523-1229 
Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio 
POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, 

Art Goodtimes 
POB 1008, Te 
Tim Haugen 
POB 81, Gulnare, 

Wilderness Defense 
POB 1008, Telluride 
(303) 385-3043; 
wildernessdefense@e 
FLORIDA 


(618) 549-7387; harvest827@aol.com 

INDIANA 

Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
Solidarity Books 

860 Virginia Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46203 
(317) 822-8004; 
solidaritybooks@yahoo.com 
KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
(913) 461-8583 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

5089 Fox Hill Rd, Athens, ME 04912 

MARYLAND 

Two Rivers EF! 

POB 185, Piney Point, MD 20674 

tworiversef@doityourself.com 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 

POB 43, Lawrence, MA, 01642 

(978) 687-2909; lgi@igc.org 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St Apt. 31, 

Boston, MA 02215 
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NEW YORK 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY 13902-6000 
(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 
Project Harmony 
216 W. 122 St, New York, NY 10027 
(212) 662-2878; haja216@aoI.com 


French Broad EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 253-1103; mountainfaction@cs.com 

Rustic Revolt 

112 Barricuda St, Movock, NC 27958 
(252) 662-2878 
Uwharrie Earth First! 

POB 561, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
(919) 942-5205; bisonl2@hotmail.com 

Mountain Fm-Cnllertive 











Dallas EF! 

POB 820872, Dallas, TX 

75382 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W. 700 St, Brigham City, 
UT 84302 

Rainbow Bridge EF! 

rainbowbridgeef@aol.com 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 
VIRGINIA 
Virginia EF! 

Rt 1 Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

EF! Collective 

321 S. Laurel St, Richmond, 

VA, 23220 

(804) 643-5190 

WASHINGTON 

Shuksan Direct Action 

POB 1327, Bellingham, WA 98227 

shuksandirect@hotmail.com 

Direct Action Network 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 

Olympia EF!/Cascadia 

Defense Network 

POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 

wildcascadia@yahoo.com 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters EF! 

31 University Sq, Madison, WI 53715 
(608) 262-9036 
Liberated Zone Info Shop 
308 Nelson Hall-UWSP, Stevens 
Point, WI 54481 
WYOMING 
Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 
krstnpnt@netscape.net 


Projects & 

Campaigns 


Bioengineering Action Network 
ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/~ban 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; 
cmcr@wildrockies.org 
EF! Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
tel/fax (925) 376-7329 
End Corporate Dominance 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 468-2028 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 
Earth Liberation Front 
www.earthliberationfront.com 
North American ALF Press Office 
POB 3673, Courtenay, BC, V9N 
7P1, Canada (250) 703-6312; 

(419) 858-9065 (fax); 

naalfpo@tao.ca; 

www.animalliberation.net 


There is an international Earth First! 
web page at: www.eco-action.org/ef/ 

AUSTRALIA 

EF! Australia 


ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 
POB 4611, Tel-Aviv, 61046 
972 (0) 3 516 2349 
THE NETHERLANDS 



-9161-2 

mancel 




c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place, Brighton, 
East Sussex, BN2 2UY , 
doordtp@vahoo.Co.uk 
FRANCE 

•~r',Ijfes $Ico-guerriers I v. 

A...71 Jg. jean JaurCs, 92140 Ciamart 
i *‘ , "j0t-)40-'%s(19-O6; contact@earth-lpLorg \ 'v'G 

EF! Germany c/o Manuel Lindinger 
si^luropahaus, Rhetagut Str tfjgsf 78462 

’"h^^4ftdingei@unl-kohit&kde' , 


Morgan Ldr»uii 

Lagmansgaten S.C, 46-37,Viinersborg , 
Rainbow 

POB 322. Kiev 2521 87 
7 38 (044) 

rk@cci.glasnet ju ' -■ ' | 

Mies 

Gwynedd & Mon EFf 
The Greenhouse;;!, invelsan lerjaie 
Bangor, Gwynedd, LL57 1 
01248-355821 


Send directory changes to; 
JEarth First! Journal 
POB 3023, Tucson, Ail 85702 


cs 


POB 1059, Maleney, Qld 4552 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21-85-05 
CANAD A 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 

Elaho EF! 

(604) 682-3269 x.6144 
earth_first@ziplip.com 
CURACAO 
EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao, 

Netherlands Antilles 

599-9-4616256 (fax); 

falcone@fiberia.com 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@volny.cz 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10 

(420) 2-7481-6727; 2-7481-6727 (fax); 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talmah Glas (Green Earth) 

54 Avora Park, Howth, Co Dublin, Ireland 
353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com 
ENGLAND 

More than 30 Earth First! and radical ecological 
direct action groups exist in the "United Kingdom. " 
There are also a number of other anarchist/revolu- 
tionary groups and projects. Fora list or for general 
news from die UK, contact: 

EF! Action Update 

POB 487, Norwich, NR2 3AL, 0160-3219811 
efactionupdate@bigfoot.com 

^Manchester EF! 

jgajo Dept.29, 22a, Beswick St, Manches- 


Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
tel/fax 31-84-8666018; groenfr@dds.nl 
PHILIPPINES 
EF! Philippines 

44-20 Elenita Heights, Mintal, Davao City, 

8000 Philippines 

POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 

U. Jasna 17, 43-360 Bystra 

tel/fax 48-33-817-1 4-68;q 

wapienica@pnrwi.most.org.pl 

In Defense of the Earth 

Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 

"W Obronieziemi" Dominika Baryla 

ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 91-038, Lodz . 

48-42-653-38-16; goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 

RUSSIA 

EGODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000 
(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru 
Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 

(8312) 34-32-80 

Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(0959) 54-91-93 
Rainbow Keepers 
POB 52, Kasimov, 391330 
rk@lavrik.ryazan.ru 
SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924 
Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South Street, St Andrews, 

Fife, KY16 9Q 01334-477411 


Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 

Green Korea United 
1 10-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldsy 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul /I 
82-2-747-8500; 82-2-766-4180 
greenkorea@greenkorea.org / ' 

miN M 

Environmental Workshop " 

IES Xelmlrez LTS701 Santiago 

SMPEM 


INDIA 

Anand Skaria < 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 
Near Maurya Lok, POB 229 
Patna-800001 Bihar 
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Notes from the Journal Collective 


As we mark the one-year anniversary of 
the Journal's move to Tucson, we want to 
send out our thanks to you, our readers, for 
giving us feedback, support and exhibiting 
a bit of patience at times. We're excited 
about where the Journal has gone, and 
we're enthusiastic about producing many 
more issues of this radical eco-rag in the year ahead. 

It seems that every issue of the Journal contains a few odds 
and ends from the collective. This time, we have a whole bushel 
of announcements of things afoot at the Journal. 

To Change or Not to Change 

At the Organizers' Conference in Feb- 
ruary, the Journal collective brought 
forth a proposal to change the produc- 
tion schedule from eight issues a year 
to bimonthly. Our reasons include: 
streamlining the schedule to allow the 
staff more time to work on non-production duties (i.e. 
boosting subscriptions, fundraising, etc.), have a life and to 
avoid burnout; allowing more time to compile special 
feature articles and juicy submissions, rather than having 
to rely on fluff or filler; reducing delays in getting to 
bookstores due to our funky calendar that matches few 
other publications; and looking into the cost savings. A lot 
of questions have been raised about the proposal, and the 
Journal collective is having an ongoing discussion of the 
pros and cons of each of these. 

Some folks at the conference mentioned that historically 
the Journal collective has been empowered with the trust of 
the greater community to make internal decisions such as 
this. Nevertheless, it was consensed that the EF!ers present 
would go back to their bioregions with the proposal and 
gather feedback . We would like to put out one last call for 
feedback and ideas from our readers. Please respond as 
soon as possible. 

Wanted: Long-Term Editor 

The Journal is currently looking for a 
long-term editor to round out the staff. 
It could be you. 

Being a part of the Journal is full of 
rewards — working on a consensus ba- 
sis with a tight five-person collective 
among a supportive community. 

Our new long-term editor will ideally have publishing 
experience, be personally compatible with existing staff, 
have pounds of patience, be computer literate, have excel- 
lent editing skills and a sense of humor. All of the work is 
shared, so a motivated, hard-working individual is required! 

To apply, send your resume and a letter of interest to the 
Earth First! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. Please 


include a writing sample, activist history and the names of 
some EF! activists who can vouch for you. 

Want to be a Short-Termer? 

In addition to our current search for 
a new long-term editor, we're seeking 
individuals who are interested in work- 
ing on one issue of the Journal as a 
short-term editor. This rotating posi- 
tion allows the Journal to grow with 
different voices and gives individuals an experience to 
remember. Please inquire for details. 

Call for Blank Wall Proposals 

The "blank wall," the center eight 
pages of the Journal, is a regular feature 
that provides the movement opportu- 
nities to publish an unedited section in 
the Journal. The intention is for groups 
or campaigns to be able to inexpen- 
sively produce a short tabloid and have it printed in the 
Journal. If you or your group are interested please get in 
touch with the Journal collective. 

Call for Submissions 

The Journal seeks articles on your 
latest regional actions, investigative ar- 
ticles, as well as thoughts on strategy 
and tactics. We are also looking for 
people to research and write articles 
about specific issues that we are 
stretched too thin to cover. 

The Journal is also working on producing special theme 
issues, including an upcoming issue on alternative econo- 
mies. Anything regarding dumpster diving, community 
gardens, guerrilla gardening, barter replacements, ta- 
bling, street selling information, composting, humanure, 
shoplifting, Food Not Bombs, bike projects, reusing 
trash, water systems... anything you feel should be 
represented. Please send us your ideas and articles no 
later than July 15. 

And Last, but Not Least, 
Subscribe to the Journal 

If you are reading this and are not 
currently a subscriber to the Journal (or 
are due to renew), this is the golden 
moment. By filling out the subscrip- 
tion form on page 69, you will receive 
the Journal delivered directly to your doorstep or post office 
box. It's a move you won't regret. 

No compromise in defense of Mother Earth, 

— the Earth First! Journal collective 
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Lips to the Land 


The Sonoran desert doesn't reveal its 
strength and diverse beauty to the ca- 
sual observer. It can be easily dismissed 
as gnarly bits in a dustbowl — particu- 
larly in times of drought, as desert 
plants go inward to survive the oncom- 
ing solar onslaught. From a distance, 
the sleek and sinewy green branches 
and trunk of the palo verde 
tree look practically dead — 
its leaves dried and fall- 
ing to the ground like ? r* 

straw. But truly it's 
alive, shedding its sen- 
sitive vegetation to 
prepare for the intense 
heat, relying on its 
chloroplast energy grid. 

As the sun sets, the col- 
ors and shadows take you Y 
deeper into the mystery of 
how the lowland mesquite bosque 
stays so green in sandy soil. The mys- 
tery is solved when you learn that 
most desert trees are nitrogen fixing, 
living in symbiosis with the nurturing 
bacteria on their root systems. Desert 
plants also make use of every bit of 
water that comes their way. You can 
see a saguaro swell in the hour after 
rainfall. Later in the Summer, you can 
taste the concentrated sweetness in its 
fruit that comes from those crazy pro- 
lific white spring blooms. 

The intense shapes and colors of the 
desert are lost from the distance. Dry 
barren mountains with dark patches, 
up-close reveal canyons with pine for- 
ests and wildflowers. Turning a corner 
on a rocky outcrop, you may be blasted 
by the riot-red flower of a cactus grow- 
ing in its granite nook. And just when 
you think you can't take the heat 
anymore, the sun begins its nightly 
performance — reflecting color combi- 
nations never to be seen again. A time 
for reflection on this desert ecosystem's 
great strength in the face of adversity. 
A rumination on how nature adapts 
and struggles with drought conditions 




mm 
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exacerbated by human greed so great 
that it effects the weather. 

I also see our own adaptations to the 
global crisis reflected in the articles in 
this issue of the Journal. The milestone 
victory of the U'wa people in Colom- 
bia won through their blood, sweat 
and tears. The quest for truth in the 
momentous legal challenge in the his- 
torical Judi Bari bombing trial. The 
strength of the residents of Mindo, 
Ecuador, who are persistent and com- 
mitted to protecting the cloud forest, 
and the defenders of the Cabo Rojo 
garden in New York City fighting for 
urban green spaces. Strength and di- 
versity in the midst of adversity. Like 
the desert, we too must go on in this 
struggle for life. From the distance this 
movement may be easily dismissed, 
but up-close, we are like the desert 
shifting and adapting to present con- 
ditions. Perceived periods of dormancy 
are not signs of weakness but a sign of 
strength, as we prepare for the right 
moment — it's a restorative tactic. A 
rumbling underneath the surface, like 
a monsoon stormcloud in the distance. 

— Sprig 


The Earth First! Journal is published eight times a year on the solstices, equinoxes and cross- 
quarter days on or about November 1, December 21 (Winter Solstice), February 2, March 2] (Vernal Equinox), 
May 1, June 21 (Summer Solstice), August 1 and September 22 (Autumnal Equinox) by Daily Planet Publishing, 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. US subscriptions are $30. Outside the US, surface delivery is $40 and airmail is 
$50. See form, page 61. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. 

Upcoming deadlines: Lugnasadh-June 20/Mabon-August 5 


Earth First! Journal 

Lit ha 

June 21, 2002 
Vol. 22, No. 6 

The Earth First! Journal is published 
by an editorial collective from within 
the Earth First! movement. Entire con- 
tents are copyrighted 2002. We allow 
reprinting if credit is given, except for 
those articles specifically copyrighted 
by the author. Art, photographs and 
poetry are copyrighted by individual 
artists and permission for use must be 
received from them. 

The Earth First! Journal is a forum for 
the no-compromise environmental 
movement. Responsibility rests with the 
individual authors and correspondents. 
The contents do not necessarily repre- 
sent the viewpoint of this magazine, the 
Earth First! movement, local Earth First! 
groups or individual Earth Firstiers. 

We welcome submissions of articles, 
letters, poetry and art that put the Earth 
first, aid in healthy debate shaping the 
growth of the movement and advance 
the creation of a world free of speciesism, 
racism, sexism, violence, exploitation 
and oppression. 

Article submissions should be typed 
or clearly printed. Art or photographs 
are desirable to illustrate articles and 
essays. We encourage submissions on 
Macintosh disks or via email. Send a 
SASE if you would like submissions 
returned. If you want confirmation of 
receipt of a submission, please request it. 

All submissions are edited for length 
and clarity. If an article is significantly 
edited, we will make a reasonable effort to 
contact the author prior to publication. 

ISSN 1055-8411 Earth First! Journal is 
indexed in the Alternative Press Index. 
The Earth First! Journal is recorded on 
microfilm by University Microfilms, Inc. 

Please direct all correspondence to: 

Earth First! Journal 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 USA 
Phone: (520) 620-6900 
Fax: (413) 254-0057 
collective@earthfirstjournal.org 
www.earthfirstjournal.org 
Bean Counter: Sky 
Quitting after four damn years: Frog 
Editorial Collective: Dug, Samantha, 
Sprig, Turtle 

Poetry Editor: Dennis Fritzinger 
Volunteers: Joey, Debbie, Bill, Almond, 
Hidro, Chimpy, Acasia and others 
Front cover: Terence Freitas 
Back cover: photos courtesy Terence 
Freitas, Amazon Watch, Project 
Underground and Dang Ngo 
Front inside cover: Martin Travers 
Back inside cover: Frog 


Page 2 Earth First! Litha 2002 



domen to him. Females exhibit 
such strong reticence because 
there's a high risk of a male's 
armored genitalia shredding her 
ovipositor, causing bleeding and 
eventual death. The spiny organ 
engenders such a grip that should 
the male fly die while copulating, 
his mate will be unable to shed his 
hobbling carcass. When he finally 
does succeed in mating, he's selec- 
tive about how much sperm he 
Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or doesn't mate until she's fin- imparts. A male's sperm has 

mysterious art. ished laying her eggs, v greater competition 

Among dung flies (Sepsis cynipsea), which were fertilized pre- with that of others in 

copulation can be deadly. In the heat viously. When this task older females, who 

of the Summer, females of this Euro- is complete, the female have had more 

pean species descend upon fresh cow trundles off the pat to TfL&k mates. So if his mate 

pats, where they oviposit and eat poo the grass beyond, Wjj,? Hu ‘JMM mm- is older, and there- 

protein. Awaiting their arrival at the where she again tries Jv fore sperm compe- 

feculent cradle is a horde of grasping to dislodge him. If he : tition likely fierce, he 

males, who attempt to mount them can ride this bucking copulates longer and 

and clamp onto their wing bases with bronco for about 20 min- donates more sperm, 

specialized forelegs. If a male success- utes, she'll agree to mate, an act This small manure connoisseur 

fully resists the female's vigorous at- that requires her assistance because thus exemplifies both conflicting gen- 
tempts to shake off his advances, he she's larger and must elevate her ab- der agendas and male sperm wars. 


3^auna i^ abaia f 


by Faith Walker 
Fauna, n. animal life. 


proceeds to fight off rivals but 



Feral Female seeks virile mate 
for moonlit Uprooting of native plants, 
damage to regional watersheds, 
3nd displacement of indejenowS 
i 5 pec its. Are you game 7 __ 
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Dear SFB, 

First of all, thanks for being there. 

Next, in order to be effective (and to continue to be 
effective) the environmental movement (including 
EF!) must attract young people, not just old fogies like 
me (activist since the '60s). I am presently employed 
as a teacher in a public school, and I would like to 
leave copies of the EF! Journal lying around my 
classroom — not pushing them on the students, just 
making copies readily available, so that students can 
read them in spare moments. I don't, however, 
because if I were found to have magazines at school 
containing the phrase "shit fer brains," I would find 
myself in deep poop. Is it really necessary to be 
intentionally offensive? I'd like to see that one thing 
toned down — I definitely do not want to see the EF! 
activist message toned down, only the offensive (to 
some — I personally don't give a rat's ass) language. 



On page 18 of the Beltane issue, the first full 
f* TT2LX2L P ara 8 ra ph of th e third column begins with the 
sentence: "Water pollution from lumber mills 
pits downstream communities against their 
neighbors." The author originally wrote, "Water pollution from 
mills..." — meaning pulp, paper and engineered wood mills. Lum- 
ber and chip mills do not, in the author's words, "contribute that 
much point source pollution" to that particular area. 

Page 29 contained an incorrect contact address to find more 
information about tunneling. The correct contact is Manchester 
EF!, c/o Dept. 29, 22a, Beswick St., Manchester, M4 7HS England; 
0161-226 6814; mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk. The website 
given was correct and additional information can be found at 
www.discodavestunnelguide.co.uk and www.eco-action.org/ef. 

In the Wolves and Poodles section on page 32, we gave a poodle 
to the BLM for reopening 49,300 acres of California’s Imperial Sand 
Dunes to off-roaders, when in fact the BLM has so far only proposed 
to reopen the area. The paragraph also erroneously stated that the 
desert tortoise only exists in the Sonoran Desert when it actually 
also lives in the Mojave. See page 18 for the latest on the struggle to 
protect Algodones Dunes from motorheads. 

The Journal collective regrets these errors. 


Another thing, when I entered your Editors' Note: Some of us agree 

URL into my browser today, I received with you, but around here tradi- 

a page that appeared to be from your tion is tradition. We try to keep 

ISP rather than from EF!. I just thought the rest of the Journal clean, 

you might want to know. and if there was a groundswell 

By the way, are there any other of feedback and/or suggestions 

Earth Firstiers who are also ham radio on a new name for our letters 

operators? section, we'd consider it. 

Again, thanks for being there — keep Also, just to make sure you 

up the good work. have our correctwebsite address, 

Best regards, it's www.earthfirstjournal.org. 

— Bob Jones Check it out! 

bjones@spray.k12.or.us continued on page 36 
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by Patrick Reinsborough 

“We are seeking an explanation for this 
'progress' that goes against life. We are 
demanding that this kind of progress stop, 
that oil exploitation in the heart of the Earth 
is halted, that the deliberate bleeding of the 
Earth stop... We ask that our brothers and 
sisters from other races and cultures unite in 
the struggle that we are undertaking... We 
believe that this struggle has to become a 
global crusade to defend life." 

— Statement of the U’wa people, 
August, 1998 

When the story of Colombia's in- 
digenous U'wa people first hit the 
world stage, it was an all too familiar 
tragic tale: A ruthless multinational 
oil company invades the homeland 
of a traditional culture, threatening 
their way of life and the fragile eco- 
system. It was a new twist on the same 
500-year-old story of conquistadors, 
invasion and genocide that has shaped 
the Americas — only this time, the gold 


which the invaders were willing to 
kill for was black. 

To the U'wa (a name which means 
"the thinking people"), oil is Ruiria 
meaning "the blood of Mother Earth, " 
and to extract it violates their most 
sacred beliefs. To the Los Angeles-based 
Occidental Petroleum (OXY), oil is the 
lucrative drug of choice for industrial 
society and the fast track to record 
profits. With both the Colombian and 
US governments backing the project, 
it seemed inevitable despite the un- 
compromising resistance of the U'wa, 
that eventually OXY would develop 
oil operations on U'wa land. 

But on May 3, at the Occidental 
shareholder's meeting, the story of U'wa 
resistance turned a triumphant page. 
OXY made the historic announcement 
that it is returning its oil concessions on 
U'wa land to the Colombian govern- 
ment and abandoning its plans to drill 
in the region. OXY has suddenly de- 
cided there is no oil under U'wa land 
despite eight years of assuring investors 
of a major oil strike and only pursu- 
ing one drill site in the vast 
area. In other words, 
when you strip 


away the corporate face-saving, the re- 
sistance of the U'wa and the pressure 
of the international solidarity cam- 
paign helped to force OXY to aban- 
don its efforts to drill on U'wa land! 
The slogans that so many of us have 
written on banners and chanted in 
the streets — OXY Off of U'wa Land ! — 
are coming true. 

The significance of this victory can- 
not be overstated . It is a victory not only 
for the U'wa and their thousands of 
allies, but for all impacted communities 
fighting the devastation of resource ex- 
traction around the world. Although it 
is not the final victory for the U'wa, it is 
a major milestone in their decade-long 
struggle to defend their way of life and 
to teach the world the simple message 
that, "If we kill the Earth, then no one 
will live." 

The announcement comes nearly a 
year after OXY retreated from the 
Gibraltar 1 drill-site, which thousands 
of U'wa, local campesinos, trade union- 
ists and students had occupied to pre- 
vent oil drilling. After using the 
Colombian military to brutally evict the 
protesters and militarize the region, OXY 
was unable to find oil at the site. This 
came as no surprise to the U'wa whose 
Werjayas ("wise elders") had spent 
months doing spiritual work to "move" 
the oil away from OXY's drills. 

But as with all victories, this one has 
come with its share of losses. As we 
celebrate this victory, remember the 
spirits of those who have given their 
lives as part of the struggle to defend 
the U'wa land and culture. Remember 
Terence Freitas, Ingrid Washinawatok 
and Lahe'ena'e Gay, three indigenous 
rights activists who were kidnapped 
from U'wa territory and murdered by 
Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Co- 
lombia guerrillas in March, 1999. Re- 
member the three indigenous children 
who were killed in February, 2000, when 
the military attacked U'wa blockades. 
Remember the 20 non-combatants who 
are murdered in Colombia's war every 
day as well as the numerous cultures, 
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species and ecosystems that have al- 
ready been lost across the region. 

Celebration also gives us pause for 
introspection as we analyze our victo- 
ries and draw some lessons from this 
amazing campaign. The U'wa struggle 
for survival has become a symbol of 
resistance to oil exploration, corpo- 
rate-led globalization and American 
militarism. During the last five years, 
the U'wa resistance inspired a massive 
international solidarity movement 
that captured headlines around the 
world with hundreds of peaceful dem- 
onstrations and actions. U'wa support- 
ers confronted OXY's most important 
shareholders — former Vice President 
A1 Gore and mutual fund giant Fidel- 
ity Investments — and forced them to 
dump more than 60 percent of their 
holdings. Activists raised tens of thou- 
sands of dollars to support U'wa orga- 
nizing on the ground and made links 
with numerous local campaigns. 

The U'wa struggle is the embodi- 
ment of the clash of worldviews that 
defines the globalization era. Across 
the planet, traditional cultures with 
ancient spiritual traditions of living 
in balance with the Earth are under 
attack by multinational corporations 
capable of seeing the Earth only as a 
commodity to exploit and extract. It 
is up to all of us to show the public 
that they must choose sides — either 
with those who fight to defend the 
Earth or those who would destroy it 
for personal profit. 


the withdrawal ofOXY from U’wa sacred territory 


The U'wa campaign has shown that 
times are changing. Increasingly, ac- 
tivists from the global North are align- 
ing themselves with the voices of 
frontline resistance and weaving our 
struggles for peace, justice and ecol- 
ogy into a broader vision of people's 
globalization. As we work to globalize 
solidarity, dignity and ecological san- 
ity, we must look to indigenous resis- 
tance to help us relearn and articulate 
Earth-centered values. Let us learn 
from the examples of people like the 
U'wa and place being in solidarity 
with all the planet's besieged indig- 
enous cultures at the center of our 
strategies for transformative change. 

The U'wa will continue to need our 
support. Despite this major victory, the 
U'wa and all the people of Colombia 
are in danger of becoming the next 
target in George Bush’s global military 
offensive against "terrorism." The Bush 
administration is proposing to spend 
$98 million to defend OXY's Cano Li- 
mon pipeline. This money will inevita- 
bly deepen the cycle of violence in 
Colombia's brutal civil war. It is up to 
us to continue 
our organiz- 
ing to stop 


Bush's latest oil war in Colombia. Like- 
wise, the Colombian government or 
another oil company could invade 
U'wa land and continue where OXY 
left off. Ultimately, no culture or eco- 
system will be truly safe until we drive 
the oil barons from power, kick our 
global fossil fuel addiction and begin 
to restabilize carbon dioxide levels in 
the atmosphere. 

Celebrate the U'wa victory and let it 
fuel your passion to defend the Earth. 
Our work is far from done — but with 
each milestone, each victory, each ac- 
tion and each celebration, we are get- 
ting closer. Another world is possible! 

To keep updated about the U'wa 
struggle or to collaborate on efforts to 
create a biocentric voice within the glo- 
bal justice movement, contact Patrick 
Reinsborough, (415) 722-1846; 
patrickr@riseup.net. 

Patrick Reinsborough 
is a long-term U'wa sup- 
porter and freelance 
global justice organizer. 


We invite all of our brother and sister children of the Earth 
to tell the world that Mother Earth is alive, that the U'wa are 
alive, that the coming together of many voices, hands, cries, 
writings, meditation, feet, thoughts, etc. make people free 
from aggressors and destroyers. 

We all belong to the divine creation SIRA [the god of the 
U'wa; the creator of all life], and as such, we deserve 
respect. Mother Earth, despite being violated, silently 
continues feeding us, sustaining us. She doesn't feel envy. 
She talks, but very few listen to her voice. She insists 
through cries, but everything continues the same. This 
worries us, but we the U'wa and friends of the U'wa of 
Colombia and the world will continue to defend her with 
our voice, our sacred fasts, our songs, our faith. 

Our brothers and sisters — the air, water, sun, moon — are 
contaminated and they are being destroyed. This too 


worries us because if humanity wants to continue to live, 
we should start to make decisions to prevent our self- 
destruction. No one destroys man. Man destroys himself. 
We want to continue reflecting to avoid the destruction of 
the world because the U'wa want to continue to live. 

The money king is only an illusion. Capitalism is blind 
and barbaric. It buys consciences, governments, peoples 
and nations. It poisons the water and the air. It destroys 
everything. And to the U'wa, it says that we are crazy, but we 
want to continue being crazy if it means we can continue to 
exist on our dear Mother Earth. 

Brother and sisters of the world, the U'wa will continue 
defending Mother Earth. We invite you to continue ac- 
companying us. Thank you for believing in us. 

— U'wa Traditional Authorities 
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Earth First! Takes the FBI 
to Court 


by Karen Pickett 


During dosing arguments of this six-week 
trial, attorney for the plaintiffs Tony Seria 
called the unholy union between the Oakland 
Police and the FBI's anti-terrorism unit (Squad 
13) the "KGB of the FBI." His voice became 
hushed and conspiratorial as he hunched over 
the podium before the rapt jury and spoke of 
"the inner sanctum of the FBI... the terrorism 
squad... Squad 13." 

Thursday, May 24, 1 990, is fresh in my memory. 
Shortly after noon, a pipe bomb exploded in 
Earth First! activist Judi Bari's car as she drove 
through Oakland, California, with Darryl 
Cherney. They were organizing for Redwood 
Summer: a season-long campaign modeled after 
the 1960s civil rights campaign Mississippi Free- 
dom Summer. We hoped to build a resistance 
that could stand up to the corporate timber beast 
and rising animosity toward forest activists. 

Everything changed the moment the bomb 
went off. The explosion nearly killed Judi, 
leaving her disabled for the rest of her life. The 
time-delayed, motion-triggered, nail-studded 
bomb was meant to kill her. Within minutes of 
the explosion, the FBI and Oakland Police 
Department (OPD) were on the scene, brand- 
ingjudi and Darryl as terrorists and Earth First! 
as a known terrorist organization. Within 
hours and in defiance of all evidence, the 
cops arrested Judi and Darryl, claiming they 
were knowingly transporting the bomb. 

The bombing followed months of 
COINTELPRO-style [the FBI's counterintelli- 
gence program] disruption of Earth First! 
organizing efforts: phony press releases 
calling for violence; fake terrorism manu- 
als; false media stories; continuous 
■ D, death threats, harassment and sur- 

8 K llance. Even if the FBI had noth- 
g to do with promulgating the 
hreats, slander and violence, they 
certainly treated what should 
have been seen as solid leads in 
the bombing with cavalier in- 
difference, if not a hostile 
cover-up. 

Squad 13 kept a file on 
Earth First! as well as about 
300 other Bay Area groups. 
Collaboration and con- 
j spiracy aside, the co-defen- 
dants pointed fingers at each 
other throughout the trial, 
the FBI saying the OPD made 
the arrests and signed the 


Judi Bari and Darryl 
Cherney’s Case 
Heard after 1 2 
Years 


judi Bari after winning a round in her lawsuit against the FBI and OPD, March 3, 1 995 
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search warrants, the OPD asserting 
that the feds supplied the informa- 
tion for the warrants and were the 
"experts." Regardless of which ver- 
sion you believed, the contradictions 
did nothing but grow, grow, grow 
(like Pinocchio's nose), the more de- 
fense testimony we heard. 

The civil lawsuit filed in 1991 was 
finally presented to a jury. The law- 
suit charges violation of Fourth 
Amendment rights of the US Consti- 
tution for false arrest and illegal search 
and seizure; violations of Judi and 
Darryl's First Amendment rights to 
freedom of speech by falsely painting 
them to the public as bomb-carrying 
terrorists, thereby discrediting the 
nonviolent Redwood Summer anti- 
logging campaign; and a conspiracy 
between FBI and OPD to violate Judi 
and Darryl's constitutional rights. The 
defense strategy was carried out with 
reckless disregard for the truth, main- 
taining that the defendants, as law 
enforcement, are beyond reproach. 
As the trial opened, the defendants 
were literally lined up against the far 
wall of the courtroom — that image 
was worth a lot in itself. 

"You probably noticed a difference 
between the two tables in the court- 
room," said Serra to the jury in his 
closing remarks. "You may have no- 
ticed that the plaintiff's table fairly 
seethes with enthusiasm." Indeed. 
The plaintiff's table also exuded the 
smell of roses and other Spring flow- 
ers into the stuffy federal courtroom. 
This was quite a contrast to the pork- 
bellied, fat-necked government attor- 
neys sitting at the defense table. Our 
table overflowed with people, many 
under 30, along with gray- and white- 
haired attorneys. Besides the jars of 
flowers, each of the legal team got a 
tiny pink rose daily, which some- 
times was inserted into a button hole, 
but more often was employed for 
aromatherapy, to be raised to the nose 
at opportune times in the tense pro- 
ceedings as salve to the brain. 

The people at this aromatic table, 
from Judi's daughter Lisa to plaintiff 
Darryl Cherney to Bill Simpich, the 
attorney who first filed the lawsuit 
in 1991, were happy and proud to 
finally be in court. The scowls at the 
defense table reflected the failure of 
their numerous challenges, motions 
and appeals to try to vaporize this 
case. The fact that the case survived 


through it for 11 years speaks vol- 
umes to its strength. 

COINTELPRO, Richard Held 
and Earth First! 

It wasn't the first time the FBI tried 
to associate EF! — a biocentric move- 
ment that employs civil disobedience 
as its primary tactic — with explosives. 
After Peg Millett, Mark Davis, Marc 
Baker, Use Asplund and Dave 
Foreman were arrested for 
monkeywrenching in 1989, we 
learned that the FBI had spent more 
than two million dollars to infiltrate 


and set up Earth First! in a sting op- 
eration in Arizona. Mark Davis and 
Peg Millett spent several years in 
prison after the sting, which was de- 
signed, in the FBI's words to "send a 
message" and disable EF! by taking 
out a perceived leader of the organi- 
zation. The FBI's efforts to convince 
the Arizona activists to use the incen- 
diary chemical thermite were key, but 
the activists declined. 

The FBI and police response to 
the bombing followed classic 
COINTELPRO patterns. First, they 

continued on next page 


Peltier Sues FBI 


At a time when the FBI is already on 
trial in the Judi Bari bombing case, 
attorneys for imprisoned Native 
American activist Leonard Peltier 
named former FBI Director Louis 
Freeh as a defendant in a lawsuit filed 
on April 4 in US District Court in 
Washington, DC. Freeh, along with 
the FBI Agents Association and a long 
list of active FBI agents, is accused of 
violating Peltier's constitutional rights 
by making false and unsupported 
statements to the public, Department 
of Justice, US Parole Commission and 
former President Clinton. The com- 
plaint alleges that the FBI "engaged 
in a systematic and officially sanc- 
tioned campaign of misinformation 
and disinformation" designed to pre- 
vent Peltier from receiving fair clem- 
ency and parole reviews. 

The lawsuit follows an FBI cam- 
paign aimed at dissuading former 
President Clinton from issuing 
Peltier a grant of executive clem- 
ency during his last days in office. 
FBI agents across the nation spon- 
sored major newspaper and radio 
ads, submitted letters to the editors 
and marched by the hundreds in 
front of the White House to discour- 
age clemency. Freeh wrote searing 
letters to Clinton and Attorney Gen- 
eral Janet Reno that urged against 
Peltier's release. The campaign, 
which gained national attention, 
characterized Peltier as a cold- 
blooded killer who brutally shot two 
FBI agents at point-blank range. 
Peltier's attorneys and supporters 



assert that this characterization is 
not only false but intentionally de- 
ceptive given the government's 
long-held position that it cannot 
prove who shot the agents. Further- 
more, they say it cost Peltier, now 
57 years old and in poor health, his 
long-deserved freedom. 

Peltier has served more than 26 
years in prison for the deaths of two 
FBI agents killed in a 1975 shoot-out 
on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation 
in South Dakota. Peltier's supporters 
claim that the FBI terrorized witnesses, 
utilized false testimony and withheld 
a ballistics test that proved Peltier's 
innocence to gain his conviction. 

For more information, contact the 
Leonard Peltier Defense Committee, 
(785) 842-5774; lpdc@freepeltier.org. 
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continued from previous page 
portrayed Earth First! as terrorists 
to the local police force and the me- 
dia. They destroyed physical evi- 
dence, refused to investigate leads, 
lied in search warrants and falsely 
arrested Darryl and Judi. 

The use of false charges to frame and 
discredit activists recalls the dark days of 
J. Edgar Hoover, initiator of the infa- 
mous COINTELPRO launched in 1956 
against the Communist Party-USA. Af- 
ter propagandistic and often violent 
campaigns to neutralize the Socialist 
Workers Party, Black Panthers and oth- 
ers, COINTELPRO was outlawed by Con- 
gress' Church Committee in 1975, which 
concluded that, "The American people 
need to be assured that never again will 
an agency of the government be permit- 
ted to conduct a secret war against those 
citizens it considers threats to the estab- 
lished order." But COINTELPRO-style 
FBI operations continue to this day, and 


in fact, some outlawed practices are 
being reinstated in the post-September 
11 hysteria. Two of their best known 
victims are Black Panther leader 
Geronimo jijaga (Pratt), who spent 25 
years in prison as a wrongly-convicted 
political prisoner, and framed Ameri- 
can Indian Movement leader Leonard 
Peltier, still in prison after 26 years. 
COINTELPRO was designed to foment 
internal discord in activist groups, iso- 
late, terrorize and discredit them, and 
assassinate their leaders. 

The Big Lies 

The crux of our case was showing 
that police agencies conspired and 
collaborated to violate civil rights. We 
exposed the three big lies they put 
forth to support search and arrest war- 
rants against all evidence and logic. 

Lie # 1 : “The bomb was in the back seat 
in plain view. " It was hidden under the 
driver's seat. This is proved by the 


police's own crime scene photos. 

Lie # 2: "The nails matched." The 
nails in the bomb were finishing 
nails — long, with no heads. The nails 
found in Judi's car were roofing 
nails — short, with large heads — and 
sinkers — thick with heads — both 
used in her work as a carpenter. 

Lie #3: "These people are terrorists 
known for violence." Earth Firstl's record 
of nonviolence speaks for itself. 

Testa-Lying: Faux Facts, Lies 
and Videotape 

Not only was much of the OPD's 
and FBI witnesses' testimony riddled 
with contradictions and lapses of 
memory as to critical facts, but their 
views on EF! bordered on fantasy. An 
OPD defendant thought it was a "bi- 
zarre type of ethics" that would al- 
low one to violate laws in defense of 
ecology. To him, it's a short leap 
from nonviolent civil disobedience 


Who’s Who in the Judi Bari Case 

Judge: 

US District Court Judge Claudia Wilken 

Plaintiffs: 

Estate of Judi Bari, Earth First! and labor organizer in 
Mendocino County, died of breast cancer in March 1997. 

Darryl Cherney, Earth First! organizer and musician 

Defendants: 

FBI: 

Special Agent (SA) Frank Doyle, taught FBI bomb 
school at a Louisiana-Pacific clearcut 30 days prior to the 
bombing, including blowing up cars with pipe bombs. 
Came to bomb scene with some of his students, took 
charge, told a lie that the bomb was in plain view on back 
seat floorboard. 

SAJohn Reikes, head of terrorist squad. At inter-agency 
meeting on May 24, claimed that Judi and Darryl's goal 
was to bomb the Moss Landing Power Plant in Santa Cruz 
County and that they were known terrorists. 

SA Phil Sena, teamed with Santa Cruz Sheriff's Depart- 
ment to investigate/spy on EF!. Reported fake "tip" about 
"heavy hitters" coming to Santa Cruz to plant a bomb. 

SA Stockton Buck, assisted Doyle at crime scene. 
Traveled to Mendocino and Humboldt counties to inves- 
tigate environmentalists’ letters to the editor. 

Oakland Police Department (OPD): 

Sgt. Michael Sitterud, Homicide Division. Chief in- 
vestigator for Oakland at bomb scene, drafted phony 
second search warrant claiming that nails in Judi’s home 
and nails in bomb were from the same batch of 800- 
1,000 nails. 


Sgt. Robert Chenault, Homicide Division. Second as- 
signed investigator at bomb scene, drafted initial warrant. 
Claims Doyle told him that bomb nails matched nails in a 
bag in Judi's car and that the blast hole was behind the seat. 

Lt. Mike Sims, head of homicide squad. At televised 
press conference shortly after the bombing, claimed Judi 
and Darryl were the only suspects. 

Plaintiffs’ Legal Team: 

Dennis Cunningham, lead counsel. San Francisco civil 
rights/criminal defense attorney, was on Black Panther 
Fred Hampton’s case after he was killed by FBI in Chicago. 
On Judi Bari case since January 1992. 

J. Tony Serra, counsel. San Francisco criminal defense 
attorney, has conducted thousands of jury trials in Bay 
Area, including many Native American political trials. 

Bob Bloom, Berkeley criminal defense attorney. Once 
represented Black Panther Geronimo jijaga. Joined case 
in 1993. 

William Simpich, Oakland civil rights attorney. Filed 
original case in May 1991. 

Ben Rosenfeld, counsel with Dennis Cunningham's 
office. 

Michael Deutch, William Goodman, counsel with the 
Center for Constitutional Rights. 

Alicia Littletree, paralegal and EF! organizer. 

Defendants' Legal Team: 

Joseph Sher, Department of Justice (DOJ) lead coun- 
sel. Seen as "heavy hitter” in legal circles; defended 
government agents in Branch Davidian case in Waco, 
Texas. 

Dennis Barghaan, Assistant US Attorney, DOJ counsel. 

Maria Bee, City of Oakland lead counsel. 

William Simmons, City of Oakland counsel. 
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On day six of the trial, the jury took a short field trip to view the bombed car. Note targe hole 
directly under driver's seat, disproving the FBI lie that the bomb was in the back seat. 


to bomb throwing. FBI counsel threw 
around references to "Earth Night" 
like it was a nationally recognized 
holiday and characterized the Ari- 
zona action to the jury as an attack 
on a nuclear facility. (The transmis- 
sion tower the FBI was helping the 
Arizona activists take down supplied 
power to the Central Arizona Project, 
which provides water for Phoenix's 
golf courses.) Several defendants were 
very combative on the stand, chal- 
lenging even the court's right to hold 
them accountable. I expected them 
to blurt out, " You can't question us — 
we're the FBI!" 

Innuendo, rumors, a sprinkling of 
bald-faced lies and copinions (opinions 
of cops) characterized what was admis- 
sible into the trial regarding Earth Firstl's 
reputation. But we were not allowed to 
mention COINTELPRO or the FBI's bad 
reputation... unless the other side 
opened the door by broaching the topic. 
Stalwart lead attorney Dennis 
Cunningham (well aware of the FBI's 
nefarious history, having fought the 
government on Fred Hampton's case) 
kept looking for that glimmer of a crack 
in the door and tried to push it open. 
Shut down by their objections and rep- 
rimanded by the judge several times, 
he persisted nonetheless, since 
COINTELPRO-type operations are at 
the heart of this case. With the dis- 
missal of Richard Held from the case — 
a tragic miscarriage of justice — this be- 
came more difficult to assert because 
Held is the link, being a principle archi- 
tect of COINTELPRO and agent in 
charge of the San Francisco FBI office in 
1990. Held lathered himself up in a 
qualified immunity argument and slith- 
ered out of this case in 1997. 

The OPD and FBI also collaborated 
in searches of EF!ers' cars at a tow lot 
after a Golden Gate Bridge banner 
hanging on Earth Day 1990. At the 
time, we were puzzled by the re- 
sponse to a simple banner hang, 
which included confiscation of files 
and address books. We later found 
out through FBI documents Judi ob- 
tained through discovery that they 
did a "phone sweep" on people whom 
the 14 arrestees had called over a 
period of a couple of months. On the 
witness stand, FBI Agent and Terror- 
ist squad head John Reikes confirmed 
that the names of the bridge action 
participants went into the terrorism 
resource file, and the agency gath- 


ered information on 634 people 
whose crime was getting a phone call 
from an EF!er. The 634 ended up in 
the FBI files. 

Suspension of Reality 

The search warrant quotes Agent 
Frank Doyle saying, "A separate bag 
of nails was discovered in the vehicle 
that are identical to the nails taped 
to the explosive device.” OPD Lieu- 
tenant Mike Sims made the decision 
to arrest, and although he was rely- 
ing heavily on information received 
from the FBI, he continued to insist 
he saw matching nails even as he sat 
on the stand looking at finishing 
nails and roofing nails, saying that 
someone must have given him a bag 
of finishing nails. Perhaps one of his 
officers ran to Orchard Hardware 
while they were collecting bomb de- 
bris off the street. His other defiance 
of spatial reality came when he testi- 
fied that the guitar case in the back 
seat of the bombed Subaru was " shat- 
tered" and "shredded." When con- 
fronted with a police photo of the 
guitar case before the jury, fairly in- 
tact but for two dings about an inch 
long and a damaged bottom, he con- 
tinued to use the term "shredded." 

Agent Phil Sena, another very hos- 
tile and combative defendant, was 
the vehicle for the so-called "tip" re- 
ceived from a Santa Cruz informant 
about "heavy-hitters coming down 
from the north to do an action at the 
end of May." This was twisted around 
to implicate Judi and Darryl — though 
as it turns out, the original "tip" de- 


scribed people coming from Canada 
and the Northwest — and to suggest 
that explosives were involved. Sena's 
outrage at having to testify as a defen- 
dant when he is accustomed to the 
world of intrigue where anything goes, 
brought him to yell, interrupt the 
judge and try to fire questions back at 
the questioning lawyer. Since he had 
previously done significant work in- 
vestigating Nazi groups and was the 
case agent, he was asked whether he 
had looked into the Nazi groups iden- 
tified by Judi as having issued overt 
threats. He blurted out, "I didn't know 
what was going on, and furthermore, 
I wasn't all that interested." 

Dueling Bomb Experts 

Doyle, a truly scary guy who taught 
an FBI "bomb school" at a Louisiana- 
Pacific clearcut site one month prior 
to the car bombing, arrived at the 
bomb scene within minutes. OPD de- 
fendants have testified that Doyle 
falsely stated that the bomb was in 
plain view on the back seat floorboard. 

Agent David Williams, a forensic 
bomb specialist from the FBI Crime Lab 
in Washington, DC, was questioned in 
the middle of Doyle's testimony and 
provided conflicting testimony. Will- 
iams testified that every aspect of the 
bomb's placement indicated that it was 
well-hidden: the obliterated underside 
of the driver's seat, the undamaged 
back of the seat, the blast pattern dam- 
age to the floor, the end cap impact 
points and the booby-trap motion de- 
vice on the bomb. 

continued on page 44 
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a by James Bell 

hese words, spoken against a black movie screen, 
conjure forth images of our own world just as much as they 
set the scene for the opening of the fantasy film The Lord 
of the Rings — The Fellowship of the Ring. This epic myth 
resonates on many levels with the changes our world faces, 
from global warming to war. It is this ability to tap into 
universal archetypes that has propelled its popularity to- 
day. After being nominated for 13 Academy Awards and 
winning four, we can be sure that wizards and hobbits will 
be part of our popular culture into the foreseeable future. 

It was the same when The Lord of the Rings first gained 
mass appeal in the US as a paperback. The book sold three 
million copies between 1965 and 1968 coinciding with the 
worldwide student demonstrations of the late '60s. It 
gained an underground following among hippies and anti- 
war protesters, as the story seemed to speak directly to their 
causes for social justice and the environment. If anything, 
the book's appeal to environmental activists has grown 
over the years, with its author, J.R.R. Tolkien, becoming a 
sort of patron saint of neo-luddites. Tolkien, at first glance, 
seems an odd choice for the storyteller favorite of the 
luddite and revolutionary — yet an examination of Tolkien's 
epic sheds light on why these stories resonate with the 
rebels of our technologic times. 

Tolkien the Messenger 

Tolkien, who lived from 1892 to 1973, was a stuffy 
Oxford don who grew up in the Warkwickshire country- 
side during the turn of the last century. He moved with his 
widowed mother when he was eight to the dirty industrial 
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city of Birmingham. Years later when he finally returned to 
his childhood stomping grounds in his treasured hamlet of 
Sarehole, it had been overtaken by urban sprawl. This "loss 
of paradise" inspired Tolkien's outspoken lifelong hatred 
of cars, roads and machinery. 

Tolkien never owned a television or a washing machine. 
He was a confirmed luddite, rejecting refrigerated food and 
cars. "How I wish the 'infernal combustion' engine had 
never been invented," he said. When asked about his life, 
he responded, "I am in fact a hobbit (in all but size). I like 
gardens, trees and unmechanized farmlands; I smoke a 
pipe and like good plain food... I go to bed late and get up 
late." In an enlightening letter written to his son, Christo- 
pher, in 1943, Tolkien vented his frustration with govern- 
ment and the industrial age, "My political opinions lean 
more and more to anarchy (philosophically understood, 
meaning abolition of control not whiskered men with 
bombs)... There is only one bright spot and that is the 
growing habit of disgruntled men of dynamiting factories 
and power stations." It is this last statement and others like 
it that lead one to wonder if Tolkien would have approved 
of today's "elves" — those of the Earth Liberation Front. It 
is a fact that Tolkien was deeply troubled by the impact of 
modern industry and technology on the world's environ- 
ment, especially "the lunatic destruction of the physical 
lands which Americans inhabit." 

In his letters, Tolkien considered technology a kind of 
"black magic." The machines of our world, and the dark 
magic of Mordor, were both expressed in Tolkien's words by 
a craving for "speed, reduction of labor and reduction of the 
gap between idea or desire and the result or effect." The 
magic of creative enchantment was opposite that of 




technology's black arts. Tolkien saw enchantment as the 
artistic construction of "Secondary Worlds," like his own 
creation of Middle Earth. Tolkien thought of his enchant- 
ments as introducing new fantasy worlds and wonderlands 
into our own, making the Primary World a better place to 
live. In particular, Tolkien believed that words held power. 
Professor T.A. Shippey in The Road to Middle Earth wrote, 
"[Tolkien] thought that people could feel history in words, 
could recognize language styles, could extract sense from 
sound alone... It was like him to think, Bombadil-style, that 
beneath all this there might be a 'true language,' one 
'isomorphic with reality'..." Enchantment through words 
was Tolkien's ultimate elfish craft and the primary reason 
behind his creation of Middle Earth. 

Tolkien started enchanting us in 1937 when The Hobbit 
became the Harry Potter of its day. Tolkien was a philolo- 
gist — one who studies words and researches their origins 
and histories. In Ancient Egypt, the name "Hob" meant 
"messenger." It is the name most commonly given to the 
Egyptian god Thoth, the messenger of Ra. Thoth was the 
god of writing and language. Tolkien coined the word 
"hobbit" and created the main hobbit characters Bilbo and 
Frodo to be his "messengers." In doing this, Tolkien was 
drawing a parallel between the god of words and himself. 
More importantly, Tolkien believed that these old words 
held power, and thus he used their ancient meanings to 
give his enchantments life. 

The Fellowship of the Monkeywrench 

Tolkien would take years to craft a "sequel. " The Lord of the 
Rings, published in 1954, would become a sort of epic anti- 
quest where Tolkien's heroes seek to rid the world of a great 
evil. This was the opposite of mythical quests throughout 
history where heroes set off to find something to bring back 
and aid their people. Tolkien's heroes turn the tool of 
the enemy against itself, tossing it into the fires of 
the Cracks of Doom like a monkeywrench 
thrown into the gears of a machine. Our 
society's growing desire to rid itself of 
mnaway technologic progress resonates 
with this anti-quest element of the story. 

Tolkien would agree, "If there is any 
contemporary reference in my story at 
all, it is to what seems to me the most 
widespread assumption of our time: that 
if a thing can be done, it must be done. 

This seems to me wholly false." 

The science fiction author Gene Wolfe, 
who corresponded with Tolkien, 
described the secret behind the epic's 
inspiration. "He uncovered a forgotten 
wisdom among the barbarian tribes who 
had proved (against all expectation) strong 
enough to overpower the glorious civili- 
zations of Greece and Rome; and he had 
not only uncovered but understood it. 

What he did, then, was to plant in my 
consciousness and yours the truth that 
society need not be as we see it around 
us.” Tolkien's goal was to create a new 
mythology for England and a modern 
myth for "everyman." 


England's mythology was forgotten, buried around the 
countryside. The Arthurian legends, Tolkien believed, were 
an imported French myth. He knew that the Anglo-Saxon 
metalsmiths of old were storytellers, forging their epics in 
their work. He reached back into the archeological and 
linguistic roots of England to resurface a lost mythology. 

Tolkien found inspiration elsewhere as well, like from 
the rune singers of Finland and their oral histories con- 
tained in the historic text of the Kalevala. He recognized 
that the existence of the Kalevala gave an identity to 
Finland that helped it exist as a nation separate from 
Sweden. He wanted to fill his stories with such power and 
meaning. Tolkien captured all these various tendrils of 
mythology in his novels, creating a modern mythology for 
the "little guy" — the peasant, the worker, the student, the 
underclass, the minority, 
the rebel. 

continued on page 49 
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The Earth Charter: 

Transition to a Sustainable World? 


by Eco Soudaridad-Andes 

We are taught to perceive the ava- 
lanche of global crises as isolated from 
one another, as separate problems that 
can be dealt with individually — one 
crisis at a time. This mindset keeps 
people from seeing the root causes of 
this troubled world — the dire and com- 
plete lack of participatory democracy 
that leads to an unequal distribution 
of land, wealth and income. 

At the heart of all problems is the 
economic system that has gripped the 
world since 1980: "Global Free Market 
Capitalism for Corporate Profits." This 
economic system separates consum- 
ers from producers, alienates people 
from the natural world and favors 
mega-corporations and institutions 
over the will of the people and their 
local governing bodies. 

The Earth Charter, on the other 
hand, opposes a future whose primary 
goal is economic growth and money. 


It challenges the assumptions of the 
World Trade Organization's (WTO) 
free market position, and it is about to 
be endorsed by most world leaders. 

A History of Earth Summits 
and Earth Charters 

Back in 1982, when Earth First! was 
founded, Ronald Reagan, James Watt 
and oT George Bush, Sr. were busy 
threatening to drill and mine public 
lands across the West (just like now), 
and US environmentalists were too 
busy fighting nationally to fully chal- 
lenge the Reagan regime. Soon the US 
had pulled out of the UN Law of the Sea 
Treaty and refused to sign onto restric- 
tions on trade of hazardous materials. 

That was also the year of the UN 
Conference on the Environment 
where the US cast the only vote out of 
130 nations against the World Char- 
ter for Nature, a precursor to the 2002 
Earth Charter. 

Ten years later, A1 Gore made a name 
for himself as a 
"green Demo- 
crat" in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. 
The occasion was 
the first Earth 
Summit. In the 
weeks leading up 
to the summit, 
George Bush, Sr. 
had vetoed an 
agreement on 
limiting carbon 
dioxide emissions 
(like George, Jr. 
would veto in 
Kyoto nine years 
later), and on the 
opening day of 
the summit, Bush 
managed to em- 
barrass the US by 
clumsily scuttling 
the World Treaty 
on Biodiversity. 
The only sig- 
| nificant output 
from the Rio 
Earth Summit was 


Agenda 21, a list of specific assign- 
ments that every participating nation 
agreed to complete. Agenda 21 led to 
the engagement of civil society in en- 
vironmental policy debates in most 
countries. The US drew away from the 
UN at this time and few of its citizens 
have ever heard of Agenda 21 — let 
alone participated in its issues and 
forums. Mikhail Gorbachev and 
Maurice Strong (Secretary General of 
the Rio Earth Summit) kept working 
on the Earth Charter along with the 
millions of people plugged in from 
Agenda 21. 

Principle Three of the 1992 Rio Decla- 
ration states, "The right to development 
must be fulfilled so as to equitably meet 
development and environmental needs 
of present and future generations." This 
statement captures the heart of the Earth 
Charter vision. It was approved over the 
objections of the US. 

Johannesburg: World Summit 
on Sustainable Development 

From August 26-September 4, the 
largest-ever gathering of world leaders 
will attend the World Summit on Sus- 
tainable Development (WSSD) in 
South Africa. The three main issues to 
be addressed are: a review of progress 
made on commitments to sustainable 
development since 1992, the Earth 
Charter and an action program for 
implementing sustainable develop- 
ment and the principles enshrined in 
the Earth Charter. 

The current draft of the Earth Char- 
ter was presented in Rio de Janeiro in 
1997. The following interpretation 
is the vision that civil society is fight- 
ing and dying to establish as a new 
way of living. 

The Preamble to the Earth Charter 
identifies the parameters by which the 
world must address critical issues: 

1. Urgency: "We stand at a critical 
moment, a time when humanity must 
choose its future... it is imperative, 
that we declare our responsibility to. . . 
future generations... production and 
consumption are causing environmen- 
tal devastation... the foundations of 
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global security are threatened... these 
trends are perilous. We urgently need 
basic values of an ethical foundation 
for the emerging world community... 
a global partnership to care for the 
Earth or risk destruction of ourselves 
and... When basic needs are met, de- 
velopment is about being more, not 
having more." 

2. Respect for the Earth and the 
health of all ecological systems re- 
quires major changes in our ways of 
living that reduce damage to the envi- 
ronment and support all people and 
future generations. 

3. Caution: Prevent harm as the best 
method of environmental protection 
and when knowledge is limited, apply 
a precautionary approach. 

The Earth Charter preamble states, 
"We affirm the Earth Charter as the 
principles for a sustainable way of 
life and a standard by which the 
conduct of all individuals, organiza- 
tions, businesses, governments and 
transnational institutions are to be 
guided and assessed." 

The Earth Charter clearly requires 
that all human activity must utilize 
the least harmful processes and that 
potential environmental, social and 
economic impacts on future genera- 
tions must be important criteria. 
Prioritization is given to ecological 
restoration and endangered species. 

The burden of proof is placed fully 
on those who propose an activity, and 
if there is uncertainty, then caution 
requires that a project or technology 
be delayed until enough information 
is available. 

According to Earth Charter guide- 
lines almost all corporate activity would 
be illegal and few countries would be 
considered democratic, since very few 
meet all of the criteria: "just, sustain- 
able, participatory and peaceful." 

It requires all countries to eradicate 
poverty and guarantee the right of all 
to potable water, clean air, food secu- 
rity and education — and to allocate 
sufficient national and international 
resources to fully assure and protect 
these rights. 

The Earth Charter concludes with a 
section titled "The Way Forward," 
that calls for an international, legally 
binding instrument on environment 
and development. 

The Earth Charter will be approved 
despite US objections, but the action 
program will not receive sufficient 


commitment or funding. The impor- 
tance of the WSSD will be seen in the 
debates over alternative economic 
structures and the declarations that 
come out of the parallel World 
Sustainability Hearings that Earth Is- 
land Institute, non-governmental or- 
ganizations and international civil 
society are holding during the WSSD. 

Instead of the WTO, the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund and World 
Bank, the UN should establish a tax 
on developed countries that would 
be used to subsidize poor rural areas. 
Education, health care and support 
for subsistence agriculture should be 
priorities. Sustainability guidelines, 
research and education can help keep 
this new economic structure on tar- 
get. Existing models of successful pro- 
grams in India, Cuba, Bangladesh, 
Brazil and elsewhere can be adapted 
to fit unique cultural situations 
around the world. 

The key to this program will be a 
new type of participatory local de- 
mocracy, like the examples from Porto 
Alegre and other Brazilian communi- 
ties. Also relevant will be the evolving 
knowledge people are gaining from 
the collapse of Argentina and the or- 
ganizations of civil society — the un- 
employed piqueteros and the popular 
assemblies of neighborhoods, commu- 
nities and regions. 

In Johannesburg, we will hear a lot of 
complaining about how poorly the rich 


countries have done in meeting their 
commitments to sustainability since 
1992. The Earth Charter and other reso- 
lutions will be passed and a few action 
programs will be drawn up as partner- 
ship-initiatives between government, 
the private sector and citizen groups 
for sustainable development. 

Little that will break the strangle- 
hold of the WTO and its corporate 
clients will come of the Earth Sum- 
mit. The value of the Earth Summit 
and the Earth Charter is that they 
lend validity to the rising tide of anti- 
corporate and anti-US actions sweep- 
ing the world. National interest and 
protest groups in the US are fast be- 
coming irrelevant or marginal as in- 
ternational civil society asserts itself. 
Civil society — the people — are already 
beyond the Earth Charter. They de- 
mand a "New World" of ecological 
possibilities and sustainable options — 
a world that they will control. 

All the power that rests in Wall Street 
and international banks is nothing 
compared to the force of millions of 
people taking to the streets to demand 
sensible change now. 

That day is coming. 

For more information, visit 
www.ifg.org, www.oriononline.org 
and www.foodfirst.org. 

Eco Solidaridad-Andes investigates cor- 
porate and US threats to rural people and 
the environment. Contact them at 
bolivamo@hotmail.com. 
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Hate Civilized 

Derrick Jensen Explores the Culture of Make Believe 


by Tim Ream 

Derrick Jensen is a writer af- 
ter the hearts of EFIers and radi- 
cals of all stripes. His books 
include A Language Older Than 
Words and Railroads and 
Clearcuts. His critique is broad 
and personal, intellectual and 
down to Earth. 

The title of Jensen's new 
book, The Culture of Make Be- 
lieve, suggests the revelation of 
some pretty big blind spots. 

How does one find a legitimate 
entry into discussing the very 
context of all discussion: cul- 
ture? How does one attempt to 
look past or even at the "code" 
that has governed all that our 
society has built? Where might 
one find a mirror that reflects 
across continents, history and 
into the abstract world? Jensen 
begins with hate. 

A large part of the book is 
given to listening to the victims 
and survivors of hate. Jensen's 
case is well-built. Bearing wit- 
ness in words to the acts of our 
ancestors is almost unbearable, 
but bear it we must, for through these stories we begin to 
understand some of the texture and complexity of hate. 

Jensen insists we open our eyes to a few aspects of our 
culture: the history of lynching in the US, genocidal acts 
and corporate disregard for life in the search for profit. One 
might resign oneself, in the face of such atrocities, to 
simply declare such behavior "human nature" and thus 
not worthy of attention. Jensen won't let go so easily. 

Few writers today are able to bring history, politics and the 
Earth together without blinking in the face of the planetary 
crisis. In May, while Jensen was in-between book tours, I 
had the opportunity to speak with him about our civiliza- 
tion, its mistakes and our collective liberal dream. 

TR: What has the reception been out there in the "War on 
Terror" America? What's it like being a radical speaker, and 
how do you assess the mood of the country as far as your 
audiences are concerned? 

DJ: Well, I've just gotten back from one tour. I'm leaving 
on another one in a couple of days, and I'm pretty much 


speaking to standing-room- 
only crowds in venues that are 
both big and small. 

One of the things I say that 
has been very well-received is 
that the most common words 
spoken by any environmental- 
ist I know are, "We're fucked." 
People will say, "Well if that's 
the case then why don't you 
just kill yourself," and the an- 
swer to that is that "life is good. " 
There are so many people out 
there who refuse to acknowl- 
edge how terrible things are 
because they think that means 
that their own life is going to be 
bad because life is going to hell 
on the planet. Those are the 
people who are at the periph- 
ery. The people who are actu- 
ally working on these things 
say, "Well, of course, that just 
makes us work all the harder." 

The other thing that is being 
received very well, that I'm ac- 
tually a little surprised about, is 
that the next-to-last chapter in 
mybookis called "Holocausts," 
and that arose because my pub- 
lisher said that if you are going 
to write about hate you need to write about "The Holo- 
caust." I objected to that very strongly for two reasons. One 
because there has been so much good stuff written about it, 
that I'm not sure what I could write about it. 

The second is that I objected to the word "The” because 
at the same time Nazis were killing six million Jews, they 
were killing Romani, Slavs, homosexuals, intellectuals and 
Russians. At the same time, Japanese were killing Chinese. 
Twenty years before that the Turks were killing Armenians, 
and 20 years later the Americans were killing the Vietnam- 
ese. It's all kind of exemplified by a friend of mine who is a 
great activist, a Jewish woman who was down in Florida 
when Schindler's List came out. She went to it, and she said 
as she walked out that there were all these elderly Jewish 
women shaking their fists and saying "never again." What 
my friend said is that these women have never heard of the 
U'wa. I mean they've never heard of the Seminole, and they 
are living on Seminole land. 

So I've been saying this, and I sort of expected that there 
would be some sort of a backlash for going after that sacred 
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cow — capital "The" capital "H" — Ho- 
locaust and saying that this is the 
endpoint of civilization: assembly line 
mass murder. Instead, at one place the 
audience interrupted me with ap- 
plause — everyone is generally nodding 
in total agreement. This is one of those 
things we don't talk about. 

So to finish this story about the 
way I tried to write about the Holo- 
caust... I remembered something a 
friend of mine said about 10 years 
ago, which was that Hitler's big mis- 
take was that he was about 100 years 
ahead of his time. The endpoint of a 
utilitarian worldview is what we see 
around us: the final turning of the 
living into the dead. Hitler didn't 
have a national identity card system 
like social security cards, he didn't 
have facial recognition software, he 
didn't even have fingerprints for the 
most part. 


TR: Let me ask a couple of questions 
from what I would consider a more main- 
stream audience's point of view. They 
would be something like, "Well, you are 
only looking at the bad stuff, and gosh 
there has been so much amazing stuff 
from civilization. What about all the 
great art and miracle cures and so on? 
Why is it that you only want to focus on 
the bad?" 

DJ: You know, I love Beethoven. I 
love baseball, except for the desig- 
nated hitter and the New York Yan- 
kees. However, as much as I like the 
Seattle Mariners and Beethoven, they 
are not worth killing the planet. At 


the very least, I think we can be hon- 
est about the fact that our way of life 
from the very beginning has been 
unsustainable. I asked a friend of mine 
years ago, "If you could live at any 
level of technology that you wanted, 
what would it be?" He said, "That's a 
really stupid question, Derrick. We 
can fantasize about whatever we want 
but the only level of technology that 
is sustainable is the Stone Age. And 
the only question there is, really, is: 
What will be left when we get there?" 

Any way of living that is based on 
non-renewable resources and — as you 
know from my work — any way of liv- 
ing that is based on the perception of 
the world as resources is by definition 
unsustainable. The central question 
of my work from the beginning has 
been, "If the destruction of the natural 
world isn't making us happy, then 
why are we doing it?" All these things 


are not really making us happy. We 
can go with whatever statistics you 
want on suicide, valium use or any- 
thing else. 

TR: What about the argument that 
would say, “ Can't we find a way to keep 
some of the good aspects of civilization 
without returning all the way to the 
Stone Age?" 

DJ: Well I have two things to say. The 
first one is that if your way of living is 
based upon non-renewable resources, 
it's not sustainable by definition. What 
this means is that if you are going to 
have solar photovoltaics you've got to 
continued on page 50 


Work is as Deadly as War 

According to a recent United 
Nations (UN) report, work brings 
about more death and suffering 
than wars or drug and alcohol 
abuse combined. The UN's Inter- 
national Labor Organization (ILO) 
announced in early May that more 
than two million people die from 
work-related accidents or diseases 
every year — equivalent to one 
death every 15 seconds. 

The 11.0 named agriculture, con- 
struction and mining as the three 
most dangerous occupations in the 
world, where exposure to dust, 
chemicals, noise and radiation 
causes cancer, heart disease and 
strokes. Some 350,000 people die 
from fatal workplace accidents ev- 
ery year, and hazardous substances 
claim 340,000 lives. Asbestos was 
responsible for 100,000 deaths. The 
ILO accused wealthy countries of 
exporting the problem. "Industri- 
alized countries are exporting their 
hazards to developing countries," 
said the ILO's Jukka Takala. 

Milk Contaminated in NY 

Unknown individuals have 
been sneaking onto dairy farms 
at night in western New York, 
contaminating milk in storage 
tanks with antibiotics and inject- 
ing cows with the drugs. Accord- 
ing to state police, an estimated 
44,000 gallons of milk have been 
contaminated since the Fall, caus- 
ing farmers to lose nearly 
$50,000. The last cases were re- 
ported in late May. Authorities 
are looking for suspects in the 14 
cases under investigation in any 
number of places, from animal 
rights groups opposed to dairy 
farm practices to disgruntled 
farmers or employees. 

With no claims of responsibil- 
ity, anxiety among farmers is 
high. Senator Hillary Clinton has 
urged the FBI to help local offi- 
cials in New York, calling the 
actions "an insidious and dan- 
gerous form of terrorism." 
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Any way of living that is based on non- 
renewable resources is by definition 
unsustainable. The central question of my 
work has been, “If the destruction of the 
natural world isn’t making us happy, then 
why are we doing it?” 
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Bureau of Reclamation 
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by John Weisheit 

The Bureau of Reclamation (BuRec) will be celebrating its 
centennial on June 17, at Hoover Dam, which straddles the 
Arizona/Nevada border southeast of the glittering casinos, 
opulent swimming pools, fountains and green grass links of 
Las Vegas. On that day, 100 years ago, Congress passed the 
Newlands Reclamation Act, the legal foundation for BuRec's 
gigantic empire of river destruction now totaling more than 
600 dams across 17 western states. 

BuRec's festivities will commence with closing Highway 93 
across the dam for eight hours beginning at 3:00 p.m. Buses 
will depart Las Vegas with 2,400 private party goers. Gale 
Norton, Dick Cheney (invited) and other Bush administration 
planet destroyers will accompany villains from water, power, 
agribusiness and real estate who helped put them in office. 
The exclusively catered dinner for the river-mangling elite 
will occur in the cool and humming bowels of the dam's 
power plant. After dinner, official speeches will be heard on 
the transformer decks outside, with listeners serenaded by 
the sweet lullaby of crackling high-voltage wires. Later, aerial 
killers from the Air Force Thunderbird Squadron will perform, 
and finally as the roiling sun settles below the desert horizon, 
a laser light and fireworks display will pollute the night skies 
above Black Canyon in patriotic fashion. 

At noon on June 17, Living Rivers and representatives 
of a number of other groups will be arriving at Hoover 
Dam to convey a different message — down with BuRec 
and down with dams. The theme will be a wake to 
mourn the submergence of pristine river canyons, the 
de-watering of thousands of miles of critical riverine 
habitat and the loss of the cultural heritage of a number 
of indigenous tribes. 

From the Columbia to the Rio Grande, BuRec has been 
wasting taxpayer money by subsidizing low-value crop 
production for cattle feed. Nearly half of the water taken 
from western rivers is used to grow alfalfa, the most water- 
consuming and least revenue-generating crop. Merely 
switching to less water intensive crops, or better yet the 
elimination of large-scale 


creation of small family farms of not more than 320 acres. 
BuRec, however, has allowed a host of loopholes to enable 
large-scale agribusiness to get ahold of the land and water 
such that many farms now exceed 15,000 acres. 

The Reclamation Act required federal irrigation projects to 
pay for themselves, both in terms of total repayment costs for 
construction and all costs associated with regular delivery of 
the water. This has never occurred. On average, only 30 
percent of the costs are presently recovered. Today, BuRec 
requires $750 million annually from taxpayers to help keep 
these farms — and the agency — in business. 

Although spiraling construction costs, growing 
environmental concerns and dwindling numbers of dam 
sites, has dramatically reduced BuRec's dam building, it 
has not come to an end. BuRec has plans underway to 
construct a dam and water diversion project on the Animas 
River near Durango, Colorado. Not only would this inundate 
ancient burial grounds and cost federal taxpayers another 
couple hundred million dollars, it would contribute to the 
de-watering of the San Juan River downstream — critical 
habitat for endangered fish, the razorback sucker and 
Colorado pikeminnow. 

Lack of instream flows is both making national 
headlines and bringing increased criticism on BuRec for 
de-watering rivers — from the San Juan to the Rio Grande 
to the Klamath. But this has so far been marginalized by 
BuRec's entering into the usual partnership arrangements 
with environmental groups to study the problem and 
conduct experiments until such time as the habitat is 
too far gone to recover. 

Nowhere is this more apparent than in the world-renowned 
Grand Canyon, just upstream of Hoover Dam, where the big 
party is planned. Twenty percent of the Grand Canyon was 
inundated by Hoover Dam, but of key concern now is how 
the remaining 80 percent of the canyon's river corridor is 
dying a slow death as a result of Glen Canyon, 370 miles 
upstream of Hoover. Sandwiched between these two dams, 
the Grand Canyon's mighty Colorado River corridor has been 
transformed into the Grand Ditch. 


irrigation altogether, would 
free up huge amounts of 
water to restore the West's 
dying river habitat. 

A tough battle, however, 
as BuRec is under the control 
of irrigation districts which 
have no interest in altering 
the arrangement that brings 
their members cheap water 
and huge bank accounts . The 
irony of this is that the 1902 
Reclamation Act was 
designed to support the 
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The temperature of water released into 
the river from Glen Canyon Dam is too 
cold for the native fish to spawn. The 
sediment and nutrients that used to 
feed the Grand Canyon's ecosystem have 
for 40 years been trapped behind Glen 
Canyon Dam. The critical natural flow 
conditions necessary to properly 
distribute the sediment load are non- 
existent. As a result, the canyon's entire 
food web has been dramatically altered. 
For example, three of eight native fish 
species are gone and two more are on 
their way. The beaches, so revered by 
the canyon's river runners, are vanishing 
as well and all at the hands of BuRec. 

But there is more to contemplate 
than just BuRec's ecosystem 
destruction that is inherent 
in its 100-year legacy of 
dam building and 
consumptive water 
conveyance systems 
that pump water 
uphill. Dams can 
and do fail for such 
reasons as poor 
design, old age, 
catastrophic natural 
events and the 
accumulation of 
impacted sediment. On 
June 5, 1976, Teton Dam in 
Idaho failed soon after its initial 
filling. The wake of this dam failure 
killed 11 people and caused $400 
million dollars worth of damage to the 
communities downstream (see EF!J 
June-July 2001). In 1983, Glen Canyon 
Dam's spillways nearly failed during a 
normal 25-year flood cycle. Other 
design flaws were also realized in the 
1980s that include the Fontenelle Dam 
on the Green River in Wyoming and 
Navajo Dam in New Mexico on the San 
Juan River. Questions about the lack of 
confidence in BuRec's dam designs draw 
logical conclusions when considering 
the effects of a soon-to-appear 100-year 
flood cycle. Living Rivers is currently in 
a Freedom of Information Act battle to 
acquire the inundation maps BuRec 
possesses that would detail the extent 
of damages caused by a failure at Glen 
Canyon Dam. The seriousness of a 
potential dam failure is obviously such 
a concern to BuRec that it won't let the 
information out. 

Should Glen Canyon Dam fail, a 500- 
foot wall of water will go racing through 
Grand Canyon toward Hoover Dam. 


Even if Hoover survives, a 75-foot-high 
wall will pass over its crest and destroy 
the communities downstream; not to 
forget the catastrophic cost to the 
downstream environment and the 
loss of human life. In the aftermath, 
the Colorado River plumbing system 
will be completely destroyed. How is 
BuRec going to explain their 
unwillingness to share such 
information with the 25 million people 
that will be directly affected? 

The June 17 counter-rally at 
Hoover Dam will be the conclusion of 
a five-day roadshow designed to 
highlight the damage BuRec has 
caused, especially to the Grand 
Canyon. Beginning on the banks 
of the relatively free- 
flowing Colorado River 
downstream of Moab, 
Utah, a kick-off 
rally and music 
festival will provide 
background fun 
as a dump truck 
will be filled 
with sediment for 
transport to the 
Grand Canyon and 
beyond. Known as the 
Sediment-al Journey" 
the caravan will travel to 
events at: "Lake" Powell reservoir 
and Glen Canyon Dam with Navajo 
activists; Lee's Ferry, with wilderness 
advocates for the No-Fee Demo day of 
action; and the amphitheater near the 
South Rim at Grand Canyon National 
Park for a major rally with a host of 
long-time river activists, Native 
Americans and former National Park 
Service personnel. According to Dave 
Haskell, former science director for 
Grand Canyon National Park, lack of 
sediment is the number one problem 
that needs to be dealt with if we are 
going to save the canyon. This of course 
further amplifies the need to get rid of 
Glen Canyon Dam — just one of many 
dams that need to go — a key message 
for the final event at Hoover Dam. 

For more information, contact 
Living Rivers, (435) 259-1063; 
www.livingrivers.org. 

John Weisheit is the conservation 
director of Living Rivers and lives in the 
Colorado River town of Moab, Utah. He 
is a longtime Colorado River boatman 
who has seen the river's devastation above 
and below Glen Canyon Dam. 
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Farm Bill Threatens Bison 

National Park Service officials 
and environmentalists say that the 
Animal Health Protection Act, a 
provision in the farm bill, could 
lead to the slaughter of bison and 
elk in Yellowstone and other na- 
tional parks. The provision was 
added to the bill to broaden the US 
Department of Agriculture's 
(USDA) authority to manage ani- 
mal disease. The contention comes 
down to the word "animal" in the 
definition of the "pests” that would 
give the USDA control over any 
animals that threaten livestock. 

Based on past studies, up to 80 
percent of bison in Yellowstone 
could test positive for brucellosis. 
Under the proposed legislation, 
these bison could be shipped to 
slaughter, even though there have 
been no documented cases of bru- 
cellosis transmission to domestic 
cows in the wild. Steve Torbit, se- 
nior scientist for the National Wild- 
life Federation in Denver, Colorado, 
said the proposed legislation would 
also usurp a state's authority to 
manage its own wildlife. "It would, " 
Torbit said, "give authority to kill 
wildlife to a single special interest, 
the livestock industry." 

In late April, the Montana 
Department of Livestock (DOL) 
suspended brucellosis testing Re- 
captured bison and enacted a zero- 
tolerance policy toward any bison 
found outside of Yellowstone. 
More than 100 bison have been 
sent to slaughter since then, with- 
out a single one being tested. 

Activists were able to document 
the extremely cruel treatment of a 
newborn bison calf in the Horse 
Butte capture facility by DOL 
agents. The calf was hit with a 
piece of lumber, dragged by the 
neck and finally pinned behind 
one of the large steel swinging 
doors. The footage from this inci- 
dent was picked up by the Hu- 
mane Society of the US, as well as 
by national television networks. 
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by Daniel Patterson 

The Algodones Dunes, a scenic active dune system 
within the Sonoran Desert of southeastern California 
which harbors many rare, threatened and endemic species, 
maybe condemned to become an off-road vehicle sacrifice 
area. On March 22, the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) published its proposed Land Management Plan, 
which would open up more than 49,000 acres that are 
currently protected from off-road vehicle damage. 
Meanwhile, conservation organizations are fighting 
to preserve more acreage in the dunes to 
ensure the survival of endangered plants 
and animals such as the Peirson's 
milkvetch and desert tortoise. 

With the knowledge that the 
Algodones Dunes are a unique and 
amazing natural area, the Center 
for Biological Diversity (CBD) has 
vowed to fight this special-interest 
scheme to remove balanced 
dunes management. 

The BLM plan's preferred 
alternative would reopen all ^ 
currently protected dunes and 
adopt an "adaptive management" 
program that would attempt to limit 
the number of off-road vehicles present 
at any time in designated areas to 525. 

Even if off-road vehicles could be effectively 
limited, with such a small enforcement staff at the 
dunes, monitoring the number of vehicles present in these 
sensitive areas would be as much of a problem as it has 
been in the past. Currently, BLM limited-use areas are 
closed to off-road travel, and conservationists are concerned 
that this new plan will set a bad precedent. 

"The new leadership at the Department of Interior is 
undoing even the fragile progress made in the dunes 
during the past two years," stated Dan Meyer attorney for 
Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility irt 
Washington, DC. “BLM's retreat means more money 
devoted to litigation rather than preservation." 

The Algodones Dunes, stretching more than 40 miles 
northward from the US-Mexico border in eastern Imperial 
County, California, have been a topic of controversy for 
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some time. National media coverage has documented the 
off-roader violence toward BLM Rangers and extensive off- 
road vehicle abuse in the area that has destroyed habitat for 
endangered species. Last year, a New York Times headline 
declared the dunes "The Most Illegal Place in the World." 

Historically, the BLM allowed off-road vehicles to 
dominate 77 percent of the 150,000-acre dune ecosystem, 
leaving only the 32,240-acre North Algodones Dunes 
Wilderness closed to off-roaders. The National Park Service 
has designated these dunes as a National Natural 
Landmark. More than 80 animals and 60 plant 
species call these dunes home and are 
threatened by off-roaders. 

In November 2000, the BLM and five 
off-road groups agreed to ban off-road 
vehicles from an additional 49,310 
acres of the Algodones Dunes as the 
result of a lawsuit filed by the CBD, 
the Sierra Club and Public 
Employees for Environmental 
Responsibility. The agreement, 
which leaves half the dunes open 
to off-roaders, is to remain in effect 
until a permanent solution is 
developed to save the Peirson's 
milkvetch from extinction. However, 
the BLM's plan is wrought with 
incorrect and misleading studies. It also 
lacks an appropriate analysis that would 
make the Environmental Impact Statement 
complete and accurate. 

In November, the CBD and the California Native Plant 
Society sued the US Fish and Wildlife Service over its failure 
to designate critical habitat on the dunes for recovery of 
the Peirson's milkvetch. Habitat has not been designated, 
and this lawsuit has not yet been settled. 

The Desert Protective Council (DPC), a national 
organization with a long history of plant monitoring at 
Algodones Dunes, thinks the new management plan should 
protect the portions of the dunes that have been closed to 
protect rare and endangered plants. DPC also wants the 
large central closure area designated as wilderness. 

"After 50 years of intense off-road vehicle abuse, many 
of the plant and animal species that have historically 
'inhabited the dunes have declined or been eliminated," 
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said Terry Weiner, conservation coordinator of the DPC in San Diego. "Full 
protection for the remaining diversity in the fragile Algodones Dunes system 
is not even an alternative in the draft dunes plan... That's a shame." 

Another concern regarding the Land Management Plan is that the dunes are 
located in an air quality non-attainment area, meaning that clean air considerations 
regarding particulate matter must be part of the monitoring. According to Roxie 
Trost, the plan manager at the BLM in California, the agency has done no air 
quality testing at the dunes, nor does it plan to. 

"With the Algodones Dunes being located so close to a non-attainment area, 
I find it hard to believe that the BLM would not monitor air quality," said Alix 
Rauschman of the Natural Trails and Waters Coalition, an organization which 
represents more than 90 US conservation groups. "Failure to include this 
required analysis calls this proposal immediately into question." 

The BLM is taking comments on the plan until June 28. For more information 
or to express your opposition to the BLM plan, contact Greg Thomsen, BLM El 
Centro Field Office manager, (760) 337-4410; gthomsen@ca.blm.gov. The plan 
may also be viewed at www.ca.blm.gov. 

For more information on how you can help, contact the Center for Biological 
Diversity, (520) 623-5252 x.306; dpatterson@biologicaldiversity.org; 
www.biologicaldiversity.org. 

Daniel Patterson is a desert ecologist with the Center for Biological Diversity. 



Only one thing could have halted 
2,000 Marines on their mission to 
traverse the Southern California desert 
in 600 military trucks: a tortoise crossing 
the road. 

The purpose of the 200-mile trek 
at the end of April was to test 
communication capabilities, logistics 
and vehicle movement in terrain 
similar to the Middle East. 

Environmentalists were concerned 
for endangered desert tortoises, which 
emerge from their burrows in the Spring 
to eat and to mate. The Marines received 
permission from the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the Bureau of Land 
Management, even though the convoy 


passed through three areas considered 
critical for tortoise survival — 
Chuckwalla Valley, Chemehuevi Valley 
and Pinto Mountain. 

To ensure the safety of the tortoises, 
everyone received a tortoise briefing 
before the trip. Fifty "tortoise monitors" 
were required to sit at the front of 
different sections of the convoy, and the 
drivers had stickers on their windows to 
remind them: "Look under your vehicle! 
Notify monitor if you find a tortoise." 
Two tortoises were encountered during 
the mission, but the federally approved 
biologist who was on hand determined 
that they were not in the way, and the 
convoy rolled on. 
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Appeal for Predators 

On April 30, the US Depart- 
ment of the Interior granted an 
appeal filed by the Escalante Wil- 
derness Project (EWP). The EWP 
had appealed a Grand Staircase- 
Escalante National Monument 
decision that approved a Utah 
Division of Wildlife Resources 
proposal to kill predators for 12 
years while reintroducing bighorn 
sheep and pronghorn antelope 
into the monument. 

The monument had refused to 
consider a no predator-control al- 
ternative, arguing that predator 
control falls under the authority of 
the state. The Office of Hearings 
and Appeals concluded, however, 
that the federal government has 
authority to override state regula- 
tion of wildlife on federal property. 
The April 30 decision also noted 
that Capitol Reef National Parkhas 
successfully reintroduced bighorn 
sheep without predator control. 

Diseased Deer to be Killed 

In early April, Colorado officials 
announced chronic wasting dis- 
ease, which causes deer and elk to 
become emaciated and die, had 
crossed the Continental Divide for 
the first time, endangering the 
state’s multimillion-dollar big 
game hunting industry. Forty 
Colorado wildlife agents and 
a dozen volunteers will shoot deer 
and elk wandering within a five- 
mile radius of where the diseased 
animals had roamed. So far, at 
least 600 deer have been killed. 

On May 7, Wisconsin Governor 
Scott McCallum and legislative 
leaders granted the Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) broad 
authority to attack chronic wast- 
ing disease in deer. At least 14 deer 
with the disease have turned up, 
prompting the DNR to call for eradi- 
cating all deer in the area for five 
years. The plan calls for killing about 
15,000 deer, although officials ac- 
knowledge no evidence that 
chronic wasting disease can spread. 
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Pc'KiC' Si/ 1 1 He- of Ua l^ocMo — 

a Oa\\ for Support 


by Tintin Jones 

"Somebody has got to fight for freedom from the government. 
We can't trust our leaders, we send them to Parliament for us, 
but then they turn around and sell our land away. We will fight 
for the people. " 

— Skip Daniel Montgrand 

The wheels of colonization and genocide continue 
to roll into the 21st century and communities 
such as La Loche in Northern 
Saskatchewan, Canada, are its current 
victims. The Dene Suline of La Loche 
have been fighting the 
encroachment of capitalism and 
the Canadian state on their 
traditional territories. For years 
they have struggled as mining 
companies took their land for 
uranium to feed the nuclear 
industry and as the 
government took their land 
to create a provincial park, 
displacing Dene people in 
favor of tourists. 

The Dene seek freedom from 
the control of the government 
and recognition of title to their 
traditional territory. In meetings 
with the government, as recently as 
May 24, little progress has been made. 

Mining Devastates the Community 

The Cluff Lake uranium mine began operating 64 
kilometers outside of La Loche in 1974. Since that time, 
people in the community have gotten sick and more than 
60 percent of all deaths have been linked to the uranium 
mine. Uranium mining is one of the most destructive types 
of mining and often occurs on Native territories, especially 
in Saskatchewan. The mine has had devastating effects on 
the environment, killing animals, plants, trees, fish and 
berries— the lifeblood of the community. Skip Montgrand 
says, "Lots of rabbits, lots of animals are dead. We're seeing 
green fuzzy stuff on the tops of ponds. Young guys are 
dying from cancer. Guys 26, 27 years old." 

Like most mines, this one has not benefited the local 
community. All the profits go to wealthy owners elsewhere, 
and only two percent of the people working at the mine are 
from La Loche. Trucks from the mine travel through La 
Loche, further spreading radioactive pollution directly 
into the air the Dene people breathe everyday. 

Provincial Park on Stolen Lands 

In 1984, the Saskatchewan government and the Ministry 


of Environment decided to make a provincial park in the 
traditional hunting and trapping grounds of the Montgrand 
family, who are Dene Suline of La Loche. The government 
claimed to have consulted the family and the Dene, but as 
usual they went over the Dene heads and stole 890 square 
miles to make the Clearwater Wilderness Provincial Park. 
Since that time, the Montgrand's have lobbied the 
government in an attempt to regain control over their 
land. In 2000, the Montgrands asked the 
government to bring forward documents 
that would prove that the land was 
taken legally from the family. 
Numerous deadlines were 
graciously given by the 
Montgrands, but each time 
the government came to 
the meeting empty 
handed. "They could 
never bring us 
documents, because they 
never had documents. 
They stole our land 
away from us, the first 
people of this land," said 
Skip Montgrand. The 
Montgrand family granted 
the government a final 
deadline of May 1, 2001, but 
the government again failed 
to produce any documents. 
After this meeting, the 
Montgrand family and others from 
La Loche established a blockade on the 
road leading into the park and the access 
road for the Cluff Lake mine. All industry, government 
and Royal Canadian Mounted Police vehicles were 
blocked from proceeding. A government sniper team 
was preparing a siege on the blockade with automatic 
weapons. "They were going to come in and kill us and 
make sure that nobody saw what happened," says Skip 
Montgrand. A dog alerted the blockade to the snipers, 
and the Dene people confronted and surrounded the 
snipers and took their weapons away. The Dene stood 
their ground and continued to assert title to the land. 
The government said documents would be producd in 
two weeks if the Dene took down the roadblock. But the 
government had once again lied, so the Dene went back 
and blocked the road again. 

Eventually, the roadblock came down, but a camp was 
established and people stayed there throughout the 
Summer, building a cabin for the Winter. More than 75 
percent of the community members are supportive of 
the occupation. However, as is typical, the government- 
controlled Band Council has not been supportive and 
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The Hole in the Reactor 

A hole of almost unbelievable 
proportions was found in mid- 
March at the Davis-Besse Nuclear 
Power Station in Oak Harbor, Ohio, 
a unit similar in design to the Three 
Mile Island (TMI-2) plant in Penn- 
sylvania that had a partial 
meltdown in 1979. Earlier this year, 
technicians fixing a cracked con- 
trol rod nozzle discovered that boric 
acid had eaten a hole right through 
the six-inch-thick lid of the reactor 
vessel. But for this chance discov- 
ery, the stage was set for the hem- 
orrhaging of cooling water and a 
possible meltdown of the reactor. 

David-Besse has a history of close 
calls. Eighteen months before the 
1979 partial meltdown at TMI-2, 
there was a similar incident at 
Davis-Besse in which a relief valve 
failed to close. No serious damage 
was done because the plant was 
only operating at nine percent 
power, compared with 97 percent 
at TMI-2. In 1985 it happened 
again, although this time the re- 
lief valve was shut after a minute. 
The Nuclear Regulatory Commis- 
sion (NRC) has ranked Davis-Besse 
as one of the most susceptible 
nuclear plants to nozzle cracking, 
and it requested that the problem 
be rectified by last December. Yet 
First Energy, the plant’s operator, 
kept pressing for a time exten- 
sion. After initially threatening to 
order a shutdown, the NRC backed 
down and allowed the plant to 
continue operation. 

Daniel F. Ford, former executive 
director of the Union of Concerned 
Scientists, said, "Davis-Besse’s un- 
derlying problems were legendary, 
yet nuclear safety officials did little 
to rectify them. Today we have 
dozens of aging nuclear plants op- 
erating close to our major cities. 
The reactor with a hole in its head 
at Davis-Besse is proof that the 
reforms and safety upgrades prom- 
ised after Three Mile Island 
and Chernobyl have not, to put it 
delicately, had full success." 


has been actively 
working against the 
Montgrands and their 
supporters. On June 21, 

2001, National 
Aboriginal Day, the 
Band Council chief 
from La Loche, spoke 
on NBC radio in 
Saskatchewan against 
the Montgrand family. 

The government has 
not relinquished any 
control over Dene 
territory, and just this 
year gave permission to 
Mystic Forest Products 
to log between La Loche 
and the Clearwater Park. 

This has reinforced the 
Montgrand’s stand to 
protect their trapping 
and hunting grounds 
from Canada and the 
uranium industry. 

Colonialism is not dead in La 
Loche. It is a daily reality the Dene 
feel every time a uranium truck drives 
through town and when tourist 
dollars are considered more 
important than their homes and 
hunting grounds. Colonialism, and 
its latest incarnation of globalization, 
has reached its tentacles to the 


localization 


reacMed 


tentacAe^ to the furthest end<; of 
the- planet, a<Z$erting_inc-rea<;in^control 
over all indisjenovc, cvltureS. 


furthest ends of the planet, asserting 
increasing control over all indigenous 
cultures. Indigenous territories are 
taken away piece by piece, to feed 
the white power structure and its 
insatiable appetite for control and 
profit. The indigenous people are left 
dispossessed of their land, dying from 
industrial pollutants and poverty. 

The people of La Loche need support 
from around the world. The struggle of 
people in remote communities such as 
La Loche often goes unnoticed in the 


"outside world.” It is important to in- 
form ourselves and others about the 
struggles of all indigenous peoples. The 
Montgrand’s promise more blockades 
and continue to rebuild their 
community on their traditional 
territory. They welcome any visitors to 
come and help them in their struggle. 
"If we stop right away, what’s the 
worth living? You'll be 
lt$ controlled all your life. I'm 
fighting so that my people can 
£ be free. We use the land, we 

, , don't take more than we need, 

V\Trol we don't pollute, we use 
animals. We are the land. We 
are the law. We are the first 
peoples of this land," stated 
Skip Montgrand. "It's time for them 
[the government] to settle down, keep 
their mouths shut and let the people 
who live on the land decide what should 
happen. We can get our land back and 
get freedom from the government!” 

For more information, contact Skip 
Daniel Montgrand, POB 359, La 
Loche, Saskatchewan, SOM 1G0 
Canada; (306) 822-2550. 

Tintin Jones is an artist, activist and 
cook involved in supporting indigenous 
struggles in Canada. 
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r na goo na Sfiima 
‘Roberta 


This is the season you see the pretty flowers sprout and bloom. This 
is the season you hear newborns cry out for their mothers. It is also the 
season when the first thunder is heard and you can smell the rain... It is 
the season for a new beginning. 

Shima, you taught us this is the season to plant and prepare for the future. 
To be prepared for all things, good and bad. And to make sure there is enough 
for your children. 

You select only the finest seed that would bring you the finest product, the best 
corn pollen that will help you talk to your Maker. 

Shima, you taught us that all things in Mother Earth are part of her living organs, 
and we too came from her. You taught us that all living things on Earth are her 
children and that we all belong to her. That we must care for her and respect her. Some 
day she and our Maker will call us to return to her. 


Wbife xfie soft breeze and drifting sand 
of (Dzif rfi T’ >a cover your fast set of 
footprints (eft behind, you wiff not be forgotten. 


In our vision we still see 
you standing tall with your 
dark glasses, your velvet blouse, 
slightly ragged traditional skirt, 
in your tennis shoes and wearing 
your scarf. You are sun and wind- 
burned but wearing your big smile. 
Shima, you tried very hard to teach us 
conviction. Conviction to your religion, 
your culture and language, your land 
and home, your dignity and pride. You 
talked to us about the supernatural laws 
that must be respected. You showed us 
that in spite of all adversities, your 
conviction must be unwaving. 

If we are to remain a strong Dine 
Nation, we will try to follow and teach 
your convictions, it will be very 
difficult. You are truly the finest, and 
you upheld your Maker's expectations. 

Shima, only you and your Maker 
knew it was time to be replanted. You 
are now with your Maker and Mother 
Earth, in peace. 

You are now gone but your spirit and 
memory will always be in the air on 
Dine Land. Your legend will live on. 
Your Maker has received you well, with 
comfort and peace, you earned it. Ha 
goo na Shima. 

— Percy Deal 
Big Mountain, Arizona 


Roberta Blackgoat, 1917-2002 
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c i Roberta ‘Bfackgoat 

191 7-2002 


Roberta Blackgoat was born and raised at her 
home near Thin Rock Mesa, 15 miles west of Big 
Mountain, Arizona. For the last 27 years, she 
fought the government's efforts to move the Dine 
off their ancestral lands to pave the way for a 
massive mine operated by Peabody Coal. The mine 
has aimed to strip away the soul and resources 
from this cherished homeland. 

As a Dine warrior, matriarch and resister, Roberta 
proclaimed, "The Creator is the only one who's 
going to relocate me." 

On April 23, at the age of 84, Roberta passed away 
while in San Francisco, California. She was a powerful 
warrior who will be remembered for not hiding or 
faltering when the government came knocking. She 
wasn't afraid to go on the offensive in her campaign 
for freedom, justice and the protection of the land that 
the Creator entrusted to her care. 


I've been traveling all over the world, and 
everywhere I find the same thing. Our Mother Earth is 
like a human. It is as if she is getting a lot of surgeries 
everywhere, and the dust is going out and getting in our 
lungs. It causes the cancer and these kinds of sickness. 

Our youngsters are being sent overseas and being 
used for their language and to kill people for 
Washington. Besides, we are not even recognized 
as humans. We need to be known. 

The most important thing that we've been 
mentioning in this area is that here is the Altar, 
that was given to us by the Holy People, and that we 
Dine living here between the Four Sacred Mountains that 
are like a hogan, and where we live on Black Mesa is the 
Altar. It is right here that they're mining our Mother 
Earth's liver, the coal. So we are struggling here to 
protect our Altar these days. That was the law that was 
made for Dine people. We're not doing it only for the 
present human beings now. We're looking forward 
and on and on for generations to come so they can make 
a good life for themselves on the planet. We want to stop 
these pollutions so our young ones can live in a healthy 
way after us. That's how the prayer and the holy song's been 
set — that's our path, for a healthy way of life. 

— Roberta Blackgoat, November 2001 



Now, as people remember Roberta's passion and energy, 
the resistance continues. For more information about how to 
support the people and land at Big Mountain, 
as well as to help fight Peabody's expansion 
of the mine, contact Black Mesa 
Indigenous Support, POB 23501, 

Flagstaff, AZ 86002; (928) 773-8086; 
blackmesais@yahoo.com; 
www.blackmesais.org. 
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Ant Supercolony Found 

A supercolony of ants was dis- 
covered in mid-April, stretching 
thousands of miles from the Ital- 
ian Riviera along the coastline to 
northwest Spain. The largest coop- 
erative unit ever recorded, at 3,600 
miles, the colony consists of bil- 
lions of relocated Argentine ants 
living in millions of nests. Nor- 
mally, ants from different nests 
fight. But researchers concluded 
that ants in the supercolony were 
all close enough genetically to rec- 
ognize each other, despite being 
from different nests with different 
queens. This cooperation allows 
the colonies to develop at much 
higher densities than normally 
would occur, eliminating some 90 
percent of other types of ants that 
live near them. However, in the 
long run this cooperation could 
lead to the supercolony's self-de- 
struction. The altruistic behavior 
the workers display in raising 
queens may decrease as more be- 
come genetically unrelated, be- 
cause their efforts are not helping 
to transmit copies of their genes 
via related queens. 

Animal Rights in Germany 

Germany has become the first 
European nation to guarantee 
animal rights in its constitution. 
A majority of lawmakers voted on 
May 17 to add "and animals" to a 
clause that requires the state to 
respect and protect the dignity of 
humans. The vote is expected to 
be approved by the Bundcsrat 
upper house this Summer. 

Article 20a of the German Basic 
Law may soon read: "The state 
takes responsibility for protecting 
the natural foundations of life and 
animals in the interest of future 
generations." With the new mea- 
sure, the federal constitutional 
court will have to weigh animals' 
rights against other entrenched 
rights. The main impact of the 
measure will be to restrict the use 
of animals in experiments. 
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Lush and Livid 

New Efforts to Protect Ecuador’s Forests 



the area, and we will not allow the pipeline to pass through. " 
Action por la Vida filed a habeas corpus petition to place the 
burden of proof on the government to justify its reasons for 
detaining these activists. Fiallos also said they would sue the 
OCP consortium for invading private property. 

On the weekend of May 18, 30 Mindo residents at- 
tempted to hike to the Esperanza farm on a public footpath 
between the towns of Nono and Mindo. They were met by 
30 national policemen and 20 private OCP guards. A tense 
standoff ensued and police threatened to use tear gas and 
immediately arrest anyone who continued questioning 
the authorities. The Minister of Energy and Mines, Pablo 
Teran, had said the government would expropriate the 
land, but no declaration had been rendered. "The law 
allows us to expropriate property and even extremist 
environmentalists must obey the law,” Teran said. In May, 
Ecuadorian President Gustavo Noboa said he would de- 
clare "war" on the environmentalists if they continued to 
fight the pipeline. Given the fraudulent and arbitrary 
charges that have led to recent illegal detentions of resi- 
dents and activists, the group returned to Mindo, vowing 
to continue the fight in the courts and in the trees. 

Locals know that the OCP will lead to the destruction of 
some of the country's last remaining old-growth rainforest 
and isolated territories that are home to indigenous peoples. 
OCP construction has faced resistance throughout its 300- 
mile route — from indigenous people, farmers and labor 
leaders in the Amazon to Afro-Ecuadorian communities 
who live alongside refineries on the Pacific Coast. In 
addition to the devastating impacts of the pipeline con- 
struction, the pipeline is a catalyst for the doubling of oil 
production from the Ecuadorian Amazon. 

Scientists say that in the 30 years since oil exploitation 
began in Ecuador, more oil has leaked into the ground as 
a result of accidents or sheer indifference than was spilled 
in the Exxon Valdez super tanker disaster off the coast of 
Alaska in 1989. In the Amazon, oil waste collects in vast 
pools, often on agricultural land, making further cultiva- 
tion impossible. Gas is burned off, giving the impression 
of giant Bunsen burners lighting up the sky. And small 
spills are shoveled up, put in plastic bags and buried. The 
whole area of Lago Agrio, in the Amazon Basin, reeks of 
oil, and local farmers talk of how the groundwater is 
contaminated. Large black drops form on the vegetation 
when it rains. 

Local people also know that the vast amount of money 
made by the oil industry does not trickle down to them. 
Their struggle to protect this amazing rainforest — home 
to 3,000 types of orchids, the spectacled bear and other rare 
species — needs your support. 

For more information, contact Amazon Watch, (510) 419- 
0617; kevin@amazonwatch.org; www.amazonwatch.org. 


The campaign to stop the crude oil pipeline project, 
Oleoducto de Crudos Pesados (OCP) in the Mindo Nambillo 
Cloud Forest Reserve of Ecuador has taken a new turn. Local 
and international environmental activists bought a share of 
the Esperanza family farm — a patch of rainforest where the 
OCP was to be built. It is also their basecamp and was the site 
of a three-month-long treesit (see EFlf March-April 2002.) 

The government has allowed the OCP Ecuador Limited 
consortium to lay the pipeline through private property. 
However, one of the three owners of the property, Cesar 
Fiallos of the local environmental organization Action por la 
Vida, said, "No one has purchased the land from us, no one 
paid for any right of way and the state has not reached any 
agreement with the owners to expropriate the property. The 
company is thus invading private property.” In the early 

hours of May 12, in response to 
a complaint filed by 
the OCP consor- 
tium, three activ- 
ists were arrested. 
They were re- 
leased from jail on 
May 1 4 on charges 
of obstructing 
construction of 
the project. 

Local activist 
Giovanni Patino 
said, "We own 
the property, 
they will 
not move 
us from 
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Philadelphia Activists 
Sued by Developers 



Developers want to destroy this pristine area. 


When Wendy Troester and A1 
Chernoff moved to the Rhawnhurst sec- 
tion of Philadelphia three years ago, 
they discovered that the vacant, 1 1 -acre 
lot behind their house contained an 
underground spring, more than an acre 
of wetlands and numerous plant, tree 
and animal species. They also made 
another, less uplifting discovery: Devel- 
oper Tom Clauss, of Bethany Builders, 
intended to turn the plot of undisturbed 
nature into a 32-single-home develop- 
ment, and according to a realtor repre- 
senting Clauss, Wendy and A1 just had 
to accept it. They didn't just accept it. 
Now, after three years of resistance, they 
are being sued for nearly four-million- 
dollars by Clauss, who alleges they 
caused him lost profits due to their 
blocking and interfering with his con- 
tract to develop the land. 

Wendy and Al, both coordinators of 
the Allegheny Defense Project, also have 
the attention of the Fairmount Park 
Commission (FPC). After being alerted 
to the problem, the FPC made an evalu- 
ation of the land and declared it pris- 
tine. In the Summer of 2000, the FPC 
began plans to purchase the land, yet 
the purchase was effectively blocked 
by a lawsuit brought by the developers. 
However, to establish infrastructure, 
Clauss would need for City Council to 
pass an ordinance. 

City Councilman Brian O'Neill stated 
his intention to not introduce the nec- 
essary legislation that would authorize 
building new streets on the land. "To 


disagree with the people in the neigh- 
borhood on an issue like this, 1 would 
have to believe they were unfounded in 
their opposition," said O'Neill. "This 
doesn’t come close to it." 

Early this year, Wendy and Al discov- 
ered that Clauss' rights to the land had 
expired. Soon after, they received a com- 
plaint filed by Clauss which accused 
them of infringing upon Clauss’ right to 
petition the government. Ihe complaint 
also claims the two "are fraudulent and 
corrupt and have an inside track with 
the government." (Wendy and Al point 
out that if they did have an inside track 
with the government, they would have 
saved the land a long time ago). The 
complaint is a Strategic Lawsuit Against 
Public Participation (SLAPP), a legal 
tactic commonly used by developers 
and builders to scare and intimidate 
their opponents. 

High-profile lawyer Robert Sugarman 
has taken the case. "Courts have made 
it crystal clear that it's inappropriate to 
sue citizens for exercising their First 
Amendment privilege to speak to their 
public officials and attempt to per- 
suade public officials to take action," 
Sugarman was reported as saying. 

The court case drags on, but in the 
meantime, Wendy and Al are continu- 
ing their fight to save the land. If 
anyone is interested in supporting or 
helping Wendy and Al, contact (215) 
742-6454; chernoff@comcast.net. 

— Wendy Troester and Ai. Chernoff 

CONTRIBUTED TO THIS ARTICLE. 


EPA Dumps Mining Waste 

The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) has drafted new rules 
that would let mining companies 
dump waste from mountaintop 
coal mining operations into rivers 
and streams. Mountaintop coal 
mining has been limited by fed- 
eral rules and court challenges 
aimed at restricting how much of 
the waste from these operations 
can be dumped into waterways. 
According to a draft "final rule" 
prepared jointly by the EPA and 
the Army Corps of Engineers, the 
administration would eliminate 
that "waste exclusion." 

Proposed changes could under- 
mine efforts by environmental- 
ists and community groups to fight 
mountaintop mining operations 
that they say cause unacceptable 
damage to rivers and streams. The 
Natural Resources Defense Coun- 
cil and Earthjustice, who obtained 
copies of the final draft rules late 
in April, described them as a ma- 
jor departure in policy that could 
significantly weaken their legal 
case fighting mountaintop min- 
ing operations in West Virginia 
and Kentucky. 

Water Undrinkable in CA 

According to a March 25 Time 
magazine article, half of the water 
supply in Santa Monica, California, 
is undrinkable and contaminated 
with methyl tertiary-butyl ether 
(MTBE). The Southern California 
city faces a $300 million cleanup 
that could take as long as 30 years. 

MTBE is an additive that makes 
gasoline bum cleaner, but it is 
classified by the Environmental 
Protection Agency as a 
potential carcinogen. California 
has ordered a phase-out of the 
chemical, and a dozen other states 
have followed suit. However, 
Methanex, the Canadian company 
that makes a key ingredient of 
MTBE, is challenging California's 
ban by claiming that it is a barrier 
to free trade under NAFTA. 
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Climate Change 

ftoge-Poweredfrom Paafic to Atlantic 


avan 


BY S (ycling for clean) air (so we can 

BREATH AND EXCLAIM) "Ah!" BOOTHROYD 

It was the Summer of Spandex for my- 
self and the other 29 members of the 
Climate Change Caravan (C3). Mem- 
bers of C3 couriered climate change 
awareness from town to town, all the 
way across Canada from Tofino, British 
Columbia, to Halifax, Nova Scotia, be- 
tween May 7 and September 20, 2001. Our 
mission was to enable as many of the 30 
million Canadians as possible to put a cap on 
energy consumption. With Summer approaching and 
people pulling their bicycles out of the garage, let this story 
inspire you to take action. 

This legwork for climate change awareness was accom- 
plished with more than 10,000 kilometers worth of bicycle 
travel. Locomotion on two wheels proved the best way to get 
through the Pacific coast, Cordillera, Prairies, Canadian 
Shield, Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Lowlands and Atlantic 
provinces. The bicycle is a highly efficient, fossil fuel free, 
people-powered form of transport. Covering ground by this 
mode of travel was an embodiment of the ethics that 



propelled the C3 project, and it exemplified the 
human capacity to accomplish something siz- 
able by simply working at it consistently and 
diligently, one day at a time. 

C3 was a perpetual motion machine: a 
roving oasis of sweat, grumbling, grease 
and laughter composed of environmen- 
talists and cyclopaths of various ages (13 
to 44 years), from different provinces, 
who joined the undertaking for assorted 
lengths of time. An important member of 
this chain gang for change was our sup- 
port vehicle: a revolution-red school bus 
equipped with a kitchen, solar panels, a wind 
turbine and the capacity to run on canola oil. 

With fish-and-chip-scented exhaust, our mother 
hen on wheels would dole out lunch at the side of the 
highway, about halfway through a day of cycling — the sum 
of which was between 70 and 186 kilometers per day. 

Between four and 12 hours each day would generally 
be spent spinning wheels along a shoulder of highway to 
the sound of vehicle-voices that would crescendo, di- 
minuendo and repeat. We chased the white line east, 
steering clear of semi-truck tire-husks as well as carcasses 
of frogs, dogs, ravens, raccoons, deer, moose and bears. 
The mandated simplicity of cycle-touring meant that 
my pannier contents were like a haiku: measured, simple, 
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Earth First !ers Protest Nuclear Power Want 

Two dozen environmental activists, including members 
of Katuah Earth First!, observed Earth Day outside Tennes- 
see Valley Authority (TV A) offices while protesting the 
restart of a damaged nuclear reactor in Alabama. 

TV A, the country’s largest public power producer, re- 
cently approved spending more than one and a half billion 
dollars to restart the Unit 1 reactor at the Browns Ferry 
Nuclear Power Plant, site of the 1975 fire that was the worst 
commercial nuclear accident in the US before Three Mile 
Island. Other TVA-operated plants, including the Sequoyah 
and Watts Bar projects, have also experienced accidents. 

According to Earth Firstler John johnson, "This Earth Day 
protest marks the beginning of a new campaign against TV A 
and itsplans to irradiate the Tennessee Valley, We cannot sit 
icily by and let TV A make bad business and environmental 
decisions by reactivating out-of-date nuclear plants.” 

Katuah Earth Firstlers denounced TVA's safety record and 
called for TV A to decommission all of its reactors and to store 
the remaining nuclear fuel rods and radioac tive waste prod- 
ucts on-site, in structures designed to guard against terrorist 
attacks. They proposed that TV A redirect its funding toward 
the implementation of energy' conservation measures and 


the development of solar, wind and fuel cell generating 
systems that will slow the rate of global warming and reduce 
threats to public health and safety. 

College Students Demand Eco-Paper 

On April 4, student activists across the US demonstrated 

to demand that their school administrations cancel their 

contracts with Boise Office Solutions. 

Boise has come under increasingly intense public criti- 
cism for failing to join more than 400 companies, includ- 
ing Home Depot, Lowe's and Kinko's in a pledge to stop 
selling products made from old-growth forests. 

Boise actively logs old-growth forests throughout the 
US, distributes wood products from endangered forests 
throughout Canada, Central and South America and South- 
east Asia, and it has been linked to human rights abuses in 
Guerrero, Mexico. 

The demonstrations, which took place at 30 college 
campuses and Boise facilities, were part of the national Tree 
Free Paper Campus Campaign to kick Boise and other 
companies guilty of old growth logging off college cam- 
puses. The campaign was also designed to pressure colleges 
to switch 1o 100 percent post-consumer, chlorine-free paper. 
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nothing extra — proving that what we often regard as 
necessity is merely convenience. 

In a vehicle without walls, I became entwined with the 
slant of the land, the thrust of wind, the white blink of 
lightning, the texture of asphalt, the humidity and tempera- 
ture of the wheel-spun air. A kilometer became a concrete 
entity, a familiar increment measurable by effort spent, food 
and fuel eaten, perspiration lost, water consumed, bugs 
gulped. The rhythmic pumping of pedals became precon- 
scious as the days and hours lost their numbers: Keeping track 
of time was often akin to reading a sundial at night. 

We became aware of the places between populated areas, 
aware of the spectrum of space, of the before and after of 
highly populated loci. We became physical elements, de- 
pendent on our bodies and somehow primitive: biped(dlar)s 
of a bygone era. To the farm animals in Wild Rose Country 
and Land of the Big Skies we were a never-before-seen beast: 
a hybrid of sentience, wheels, rubber and metal. Docile 
bovine grazing in the pure horizontality of the prairies 
would swing their wide foreheads toward us, and horses 
would often gallop alongside the highway next to us. 

In Watrous, Saskatchewan, foam rolled along the shore 
like tumbleweeds as the ice cream vendor there scooped 
conefuls of Chocolate Chip Mint. She had heard all about 
us through televised media, as had the many folks we 
chatted with during our pit-stops at truck stops and cafes 
galore. During our road-side conversations about our mis- 
sion to reduce emissions, they often shared their own 
observations of radical weather occurrences. All in all, 
3,000 Canadians committed to significantly reduce their 
own greenhouse gas emissions. 

When our 30 saltyselves in anti-camouflage reflective 
gear pedaled our politics and 70-pound panniered bikes 
into town, we had the affect of stimulating praise, contro- 


versy and open-mouthed wonder. Some Canadians re- 
acted as if we hadn't a scintilla of sense, while others 
expressed gratitude for our enduring a colossus of calluses 
in order to spread the word about sustainability. 

As panniered pariahs in practically painted-on panta- 
loons, C3 was sometimes portrayed by the media as a group 
of uberactivists. Sure, we endured hail, heat waves and the 
ultimate seat of discomfort in order to engage in radio, 
television and newspaper interviews, to host presentations, 
to lead critical masses and to perform street theater — all to 
raise awareness about climate change. However, in so doing 
we came across many Canadians to whom it is second 
nature to put nature first. Turning off unnecessary lights, 
using a clothesline instead of a dryer and taking as few 
airplane trips as possible are common practices to many 
Canadians who don't begin their day with C3's tongue-in- 
cheek wake up call: "Get out of your sleeping bags every- 
body and get on your tights — it's time to save the world!" 

Having completed some five million tire revolutions for 
the sake of the Velorution, C3ers are enjoying comparative 
stillness after the constant transience of being on the 
g(r)o(w). The project was an enlightening hands-on/feet- 
on study of both the science of trans-Canada biking and 
the art of communicating environmental action to a coun- 


try-sized audience. 

Sarah Boothroyd is an 
activist and artivist with 
two arms and two wheels. 
She is currently dwell 
ing in Montreal, 
where she relishes 
sculpting oddities 
out of words, fab- 
ric and sound. 
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Since the launch of the Tree-Free campaign one year ago, 
several schools have canceled their contracts with Boise. 

Earth Week Actions Against Citigroup 

On April 15, Citigroup shareholders were greeted by 
demonstrators chorusing “Not With My Money!" at the 
annual general meeting in New York City. Citigroup is 
the largest financial institution in the world and the top 
financier of fossil fuel projects. Students from New York 
University and activists from dozens of organizations 
held a protest outside of Carnegie Hall as shareholders 
lined up to go to the meeting. An orangutan, a giant 
puppet of Chief Executive Officer Sandy Weill, radical 
ballerinas and a "not with my money" umbrella drill 
team got the attention of the hundreds attending the 
meeting to vote on shareholder proposals, including the 
Rainforest Action Network-sponsored resolution requir- 
ing Citi to take responsibility for its role in global warm- 
ing and deforestation. 

Amid drumming and chanting, speakers addressed a num- 
ber of issues from Citi's predatory lending to their violation 
of indigenous rights. The resolution received enough votes 
to ensure its place on the ballot at next year's meeting. 


On April 16, six students from Grinnell College locked 
down at Salomon Smith Barney offices, a subsidiary of 
Citigroup, in Des Moines Iowa. The students were cheered 
on by more than 50 supporters holding a rally challenging 
Citi's investments in global warming. The activists suc- 
cessfully shut down the office and issued a statement 
calling for Citi to cease investments in the destructive 
fossil fuel industry and to meet the social and environ- 
mental standards set by top European banks to end the 
funding of deforestation, global warming and the dis- 
placement of indigenous communities. Police were finally 
able to cut them out of their locks, but not before local 
newspapers, networks and CNN covered the action. 

ALF Claims Sims Poultry Fire ;* 

The Animal Liberation Front has claimed responsibility 
for a May 3 arson that heavily damaged a Sims refrigerated 
truck in Bloomington, Indiana. Sims Poultry processes 
and delivers poultry for restaurants and Indiana Univer- 
sity fraternity and sorority houses. Although it is not a 
slaughterhouse, the ALF communique explained that Sims 
was targeted because of its role in the industry of animal 
exploitation and murder. 
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Activists Turn Up the Heat During 
World Week for Animals in Laboratories 


World Week for Animals in Laboratories (WWAIL) — held 
from April 20-27 — was a period of intense actions to call 
attention to the plight of animals in labs. Protesters sought 
to encourage the public to question the legitimacy of animal 
experimentation, as well as to challenge our consumption 
of toxic chemicals, drugs and consumer products. 

On April 24, a communique from the Animal Liberation 
Front revealed that they had placed 38 bottles of Procter & 
Gamble's Pantene Pro V shampoo contaminated with 
ammonia and hydrogen peroxide in 13 supermarkets 
throughout New Zealand. The bottles were not identifiable 
in any way and were randomly mixed with unlaced bottles. 
The ammonia solution was diluted to make sure it would 
not harm human or non-human animals. An estimated 
50,000 animals suffer and die at the hands of Procter & 
Gamble every year in product testing. 

On April 25, members of People for the Ethical Treat- 
ment of Animals (PET A) — minus their clothes and holding 
a banner that read: "The Naked Truth: EPA Poisons Ani- 
mals"— converged on the headquarters of the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency (EPA) in Washington, DC, in 
recognition of WWAIL. Their goal was to "expose" the 
suffering of animals used in the agency's cruel and wasteful 
high production volume (HPV) chemical-testing program. 
As an ongoing campaign, PETA's giant "rabbit," with open 
"wounds" and toxic "burns," has been following EPA 
Administrator Christine Todd Whitman wherever she goes. 


Despite being armed with scientific data, animal rights 
activists have repeatedly been denied the right to be 
included in EPA-convened panels to discuss animal tests. 
The EPA has also reneged on a commitment obtained from 
A1 Gore in 1999 to vastly reduce the number of animals it 
kills in chemical toxicity tests. More animals — including 
dogs, rabbits, birds, fish and rats — are injected with toxic 
substances, burned and blinded in chemical tests by the 
EPA than by any other federal agency, yet it refuses to 
spend any of its $600 million annual research budget to 
develop reliable and humane non-animal tests. 

Students for Animal Liberation at the University of Cali- 
fornia at Los Angeles (IJCLA) marched through the campus 
on April 25. Richard Abbott, a retired high school teacher 
whose wife recently died of cancer, spoke out during the 
march and summarized the position of many anti-vivisec- 
tionists: "You cannot, by violent means, induce a condition 
in animals artificially which occurs spontaneously in hu- 
mans and expect animals to be a replication of the human 
condition. I certainly have no faith in cancer research." 
Traffic was briefly halted when the marchers spilled from 
the sidewalks and into the streets on their way to the office 
of Chancellor Albert Carnesale. The group stood outside of 
the chancellor's door chanting, "Nothing to hide? Let us 
inside!" They demanded that he produce documents detail- 
ing the nature of animal research at UCLA. Carnesale had no 
comment on the protest. 
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New Zealanders Engage in Road Resistance 

For the past 35 years, the city council in Wellington, New 
Zealand, has been proposing to build a $32 million bypass 
through Te Aro, a vibrant inner-city, working class com- 
munity. Since February, residents and businesses on the 
proposed route have been evicted, but many have chosen 
to resist by reoccupying their buildings. 

On March 8, security guards evicted the Freedom Shop, 
an anarchist bookstore in Te Aro. They cut the locks, 
entered the shop, hunga trespass notice in the window and 
then placed new locks on the door. A protest was organized 
that day, and in front of TV cameras, Freedom Shop 
activists cut the police locks and re-opened the shop. Since 
then, the shop has operated without trouble. 

On May 1 , more than 70 activists re-occupied the Te Aro 
Community Center and held a "Reclaim the Building" 
party. Around 7:00 p.m., security guards issued a trespass 
warning. Two police officers arrived a half hour later arid 
issued a five-minute warning. After the police left, the 
occupiers barricaded the front door and chained them- 
selves to parts of the building. 

The two police officers returned and told all occupants 
that they could remain in the building until 9:00 a.m. the 


next morning with the permission of the city council. 
Shortly after 10:00 a.m., 20 officers in full riot gear smashed 
a ground floor window and forcibly entered the building. 

Most of the remaining occupants had handcuffed them- 
selves to parts of the building in the main room and one 
person handcuffed himself to the roof. The police cut their 
chains with bolt cutters, and eight people were arrested 
and charged with willful trespass. The occupation received 
a lot of publicity and the arrests were featured on several 
TV, radio and Internet media sources. 

Scottish GMO Crop Pullers Plead Guilty 

The UK Earth Liberation Prisoners (ELP) support group 
reported that five people were arrested on April 27 in 
connection with a genetically modified crop-trashing ac- 
tion at a farm in Munlochy, Scotland. All five appeared 
before the sheriff's cou rt where they entered guilty pleas to 
charges of vandalism. They admitted using scythes to cut 
down the mutant oilseed-rape. After entering their guilty 
pleas, all five activists were released on bail. Their sentenc- 
ing was deferred for six months. 

The ELP also reported that 24 hours after the arrests, the 
same GM crop site was hit for a third time in one week. 
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Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty (SHAC) took the days of 
WWAIL to turn up the heat against Huntingdon Life Sci- 
ences (HLS). HLS is one of the largest animal testing labora- 
tories in the world, where 500 animals are killed every day 
(See EFV/June-July 2001). HLS researchers admit that animal 
research is "only reliable five to 25 percent of the time." 

On April 18, activists rigged dumpstered computers to dial 
HLS's internal phone lines repeat- 
edly. Left in colleges and office build- 
ings for four days before they were 
found, the computers made a total of 
34,640 calls to HLS. In the UK, hun- 
dreds of people marched to the HLS 
labs in Suffolk on April 24, storming 
the fields around the lab and cutting 
the perimeter fence before the police 
arrived and scattered the march. At a 
two-hour-long demonstration at the 
HLS lab in New Jersey on April 22, 
protesters harassed the employees us- 
ing the constant noise of sirens, yell- 
ing and whistles. 

Throughout the week, SHAC 
groups in different cities targeted 
Marsh, Inc., HLS's insurance pro- 
vider, with protests at offices and 
employee homes across the coun- 
try. In New York City, visits to the 
homes of two Marsh executives on 
April 21, left their glass front doors and lobbies smashed, 
with reports of lamps flying in the air, tables and chairs 
flipped and vases left in pieces. Nine people were arrested 
and released the next morning. They were charged with 
felony riot and criminal mischief. 


More than 100 people attended a march and rally in 
downtown San Francisco on April 22. Stops were made at the 
offices of Marsh, E*Trade and Quick and Reilly (the latter two 
acting as stockbrokers for HLS shares). Each destination saw 
activists furiously attacking the buildings and property. A 
window was smashed at Marsh, people broke inside of Quick 
and Reilly and an activist scaled the side of an E*Trade office 
and held a rooftop demonstration. 

On April 26, demonstrations in 
Houston and Chicago were met with 
contingents of police, FBI agents, 
private investigators and Marsh law- 
yers who tried unsuccessfully to stop 
them from marching. 

In Los Angeles, 50 activists effec- 
tively shut down Marsh's offices 
when they rushed and circled the 
building on April 26. Police refused 
to let anyone in or out of the build- 
ing for 20 minutes. Next, activists 
stormed the offices of Quick and 
Reilly and then E*Trade through the 
front and back doors. They turned 
the workplaces into chaos "parties," 
trashing them with confetti, silly 
string and popcorn as they blew 
earsplitting whistles and horns, 
waved signs and covered the offices 
with literature and stickers of a mu- 
tilated beagle from HLS. At E*Trade, nothing was left stand- 
ing amid the putrid stench of stink bombs, forcing it to shut 
down its office for the next day and a half. 

For more information, visit www.shacusa.net, 
www.peta.org and www.animalliberation.net. 


Unlock the Labs 
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2,000 March Against FTAA in Sao Paulo 

Protesters in Sao Paulo, Brazil, gathered on April 20 to 
protest the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) and 
in remembrance of last year’s April 20 FTAA protests 
in Quebec. They also expressed solidarity with the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund and war protests in Washing- 
ton, DC. 

Police presence was light as the crowd of more than 1 ,000 
people took to the streets and marched past the headquar- 
ters of the major banks of Brazil and transnationals toward 
the Central Bank of Brazil. Attempts by the police to secure 
a lane for traffic were overwhelmed as the crowd grew to 
almost 2,000. At one point, police tried to arrest a protester, 
but the crowd pulled their friend back, held their ground 
and the police backed off. 

When they reached the Central Bank of Brazil, they 
delivered a letter denouncing the FTAA to the head of the 
bank. After a short speech and a raucous dance party in the 
street, the march headed back toward a huge park where 
marchers watched the film It Didn't Start in Seattle and It 
Won't End in Quebec about last year’s FTAA protest in 
Quebec. The police force doubled, and the riot cops were 
called in. A brief stalemate ended when the protesters left 


together, waving goodbye and leaving the police with no 
heads to crack. 

Brazilian Peasants Occupy President's Farm 

At the end of March, 450 members of the radical Land- 
less Workers Movement (MST) occupied a farm belonging 
to Brazilian President Fernando Henrique Cardoso, saying 
the government had failed to respond to the MST's de- 
mands for more land, agricultural credits and the elimina- 
tion of judicial actions against some of their members. The 
MST regularly squats unused land to draw attention to the 
unequal distribution of land in Brazil in which a few 
wealthy people own huge sections of the most arable land. 

The government deployed more than 200 troops to join 
federal police at the farm. The MST threatened to fight if 
police forced them to leave. The standoff ended after the 
MST was promised a meeting with Minister of Agrarian 
Development Raul Jungmann. After occupying the farm 
for more than 24 hours, the peasants peacefully left the 
property under the watch of armed soldiers. Despite prom- 
ises that no one would be detained if they left peacefully, 
1 6 peasant leaders who had stayed behind to negotiate 
with the government were arrested. 
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What do you think of when you see the golden arches? 


According to Jack M. Greenberg, 
chairman and chief executive officer 
of McDonald's Corporation, "Social 
responsibility is not a project or pro- 
gram. Acting responsibly is the way 
McDonald’s does business." 

On April 15, McDonald's issued its 
first "Social Responsibility Report. " This 
beautifully constructed piece of corpo- 
rate propaganda highlights McDonald's 
record of (apparently) promoting 
animal welfare, protecting 
tropical rainforests and hir- 
ing disadvantaged workers. 

"We are committed to doing 
what is right," reads the re- 
port, "to conducting our busi- 
ness with the environment in 
mind. To being a good neigh- 
bor and partner in your com- 
munity." Generic statements 
follow from a smattering of 
environmental, labor and 
animal rights "experts" who 
work in "partnership" with 
the corporation. McDonald's 
"has ushered in a new era of 
responsibility and account- 
ability for animal welfare," 


claims a professor at the University of 
California at Davis. 

Not everyone is greeting the report 
with enthusiasm. Paul Hawken, 
founder of the Natural Capital Insti- 
tute, states that, "Nothing could be 
further from the idea of sustainability 
than the McDonald's Corporation." 
He cites McDonald's efforts to Ameri- 
canize trade through representatives 
at the World Trade Organization, its 


use of sweatshop labor, its history of 
union-busting, its opposition to a 
living wage and its detrimental ef- 
fects on land and water. The report 
"carefully avoids the corporation's 
real environmental impacts," writes 
Hawken. "It talked about water use 
at the outlets, but failed to note that 
every quarter-pounder requires 600 
gallons of water. It talked about re- 
cycled paper, but not the pfisteria- 
laden waters caused by 
large-scale pork producers 
in the Southeast. It talked 
about energy use in the 
restaurants, but not in the 
unsustainable food system 
McDonald's relies upon 
that uses 10 calories of en- 
ergy for every calorie of 
food produced. 'Sustain- 
ing' McDonald's requires 
a simple unsustainable for- 
mula: Cheap food plus 
cheap non-unionized la- 
bor plus deceptive adver- 
tising equals high profits." 

For more information, 
visit www.mcdonalds.com. 
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Anti-Nuclear Activists Beaten in Russia 

On April 25, activists from 30 Russian cities gathered 
in the center of Moscow on the Red Square to protest 
nuclear waste shipments to Russia and nuclear energy 
development. The action marked the 16th anniversary of 
the Chernobyl nuclear disaster, the largest nuclear catas- 
trophe in history. 

Activists dressed in special uniforms, marked by the "radia- 
tion danger" sign, crawled across Red Square — one of the 
most heavily guarded areas in Russia — up to the Kremlin 
gates. This symbolized the bringing of the nuclear waste right 
to the Kremlin, where the chief decision-makers sit. 

The action lasted for approximately 10 minutes, at 
which point police arrived and without any warning 
began beating people. More than 20 activists were arrested. 
International journalists, including a reporter from Reuters, 
were also beaten and arrested. 

In 2001 , the nuclear industry, despite opposition from 
90 percent of Russian citizens, successfully lobbied the 
Russian parliament to remove the ban on import of 
nuclear waste. The Red Square demonstration was part 
of an ongoing campaign by environmental groups 
to stop nuclear waste import legislation, shut down 


dangerous nuclear reactors and to advocate for sustain- 
able energy development. 

Greenpeace Protests Deforestation in Chile 

On April 1 0, Greenpeace activists in the port of Calbuco 
in Chile chained themselves to the anchor chain of the 
Japanese ship Iwanuma Maru, which was carrying wood 
chips from Chile's last remaining ancient forests. Other 
activists climbed onto the conveyor belt, preventing it 
from loading chips from the sawmill onto the ship, and 
they hung a banner with the message: "Cease the De- 
struction of the Native Forest." Almost all of Chile’s 
remaining ancient forests are under immediate threat 
from logging for the wood-chip industry and clearing 
for plantations. 

The action in Chile was one in a series of actions by 
Greenpeace to highlight the immediate threats facing the 
world's ancient forests and to call attention to the April 
Ancient Forest Summit in the Netherlands. The summit 
took place during the Conference of the Parties to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, which was billed as 
the most important political meeting on forests and the 
world’s biodiversity in the last 10 years. 
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Blast from the Past 


sandwich or a jug of Jim Beam. The fun 
will be over in 40 minutes when the gas 
repair guy comes rolling in and figures 
it out. But by then lunch is over, three 
or four hundred bucks in profit are 
gone, lots of customers are pissed and 
McSchmuck owes Jebediah, the gas re- 
pairman, $60. So all in all, it has got a 
pretty good result-to-effort ratio. Plus, 
it's funny as all hell! 

Here's a quick rundown of the most 
vulnerable chain restaurants: Boston 
Market, McDonald's, Burger King, 
Taco Bell, Skippers, Jack Off in the 
Box, Kentucky Fried Chicken, super- 
markets with delis and any pizza joint. 
These places not only rely on gas 
equipment, they intentionally hire 
employees who will never figure out 
how to fix it. 

Back issues of the EF! Journal are 
available for $5 each or $500 for our 
near-complete 21-year set. 
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Now You’re Cookin’ with Gas! 

How to Grab Ronald McDonald 
by the Balls 


by Jebediah 

This article originally appeared in the 
ftme-July 1998 Earth First! Journal. 

This little gem of a trick is a quick way 
to really screw up a fast-food joint for 
awhile. The beauty is that it only takes a 
second, can be performed with no real 
preparation and is totally safe. You can 
do it on your way to grandma's house, 
the store, work or church. The only tool 
you need is a 12-inch crescent wrench. 

Walk up to the fast food slop-shop 
with your crescent wrench. Locate the 
gas meter behind the building (usually 
near the back door) . It looks like R2D2's 
little brother. It will be a medium gray 
color and will have either a few gauges 
or a digital readout in a plastic case on 
top. There will be one pipe coming in 
and one going out. Examine the pipes, 
and on the incoming one (usually the 
left one) there will be a little valve. It 
looks just like any other fitting except 
there is a circle about the size of a 50- 
cent piece in it. Coming off this circle is 
a rectangular tab with a hole drilled in 
it. That's your baby. Just grab the tab 
with your Stanley drop-forged crescent 
wrench, turn it 90 degrees and watch 
greasy tears roll down the faces of all 
those sad people in the drive-thru. 
Orders will quit going out within 
five minutes. 

Since I know, I'll give you a quick 
rundown on what is going on inside. 
Jim Bob just dropped his last load of 
fishsticks into the fryer for today's 
lunch rush. The safety valves on all 
the fryers and grills just closed, and 
the grease is quickly coagulating. The 
manager is having chest pains as her 


labor-to-profit ratio plummets before 
her eyes. One honor student gives a 
damn. The rest of the crew snicker 
and give each other looks while 
they get a well-deserved break. Dozens 
of sorry souls are de- 
nied their chicken- 
mikwhopperwithfrize. 

For you tree huggers, 
that means a ream or 
two of paper bags, nap- 
kins and boxes don't 
walk out the door. For 
you animal lovers, that 
means that Bambi's 
cow cousin stays on ice 
for another day with 
the chicken parts and 
fish pieces. 

The best part is it's 
just plain fun to grab a 
corporate fast-food 
joint by the nuts and 
twist. I like to wait 
until the lunch rush 
is hopping and the 
drive-thru is full, 
then cool cruise up 
and shut off the gas 
while tying my shoe or 
whatever. Then walk to 
a good hideout to watch 
as the drivers screech 
away pissed off. You 
can laugh over a sprout 


Dear Ned Ludd is an irregular feature for discussion of creative means of 
effective defense against the forces of industrial totalitarianism. Neither the 
Earth First! movement nor the Earth First! Journal necessarily encourage 
anyone to do any of the things discussed in Dear Ned Ludd. 
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Wolves and Poodles 


A wolf meditatin' with a monkeywrench in its 
mouth to Craig T. Miller for spending Earth Day 
morning sitting atop Spencer's Butte in Eugene, Or- 
egon, beneath the tail rotor of a helicopter interrupted 
in its mission to spray local clearcuts with herbicides. 

As he began his day with his usual workout, Miller 
spotted the helicopter sitting on the only flat spot on the 
butte, grounded by fog. After a friendly discussion with the 
pilot whereupon he learned of the craft's mission to poison 
the local watershed with toxic chemicals, he sat down in 
his usual spot to meditate, which just happened to be 
beneath the copter’s tail rotor. 

After awhile he noticed that the cloud ceiling had risen, 
but the pilot didn't ask him to leave so he continued to do 
yoga, still in harm's way should the pilot fire up the 
aircraft's motor. After an hour or two, a sheriff's deputy 
huffed and puffed into view to inform Miller that he 
would be arrested for kidnapping the pilot and for grand- 
theft helicopter. 

During the next half hour, a crowd of incredulous 
onlookers saw Miller escorted away by 10 to 15 local law 
enforcement officers, many of whom had made the hike 
up the slope in full SWAT combat gear. His charges were 
eventually reduced to Criminal Mischief Three. 

A wolf who blew Monsanto's house down to Percy 
Schmeiser, the Saskatchewan farmer sued by Monsanto 
because patented, genetically altered pollen had blown 
into his fields without his knowledge. 

Two years after losing a legal battle with the biotechnol- 
ogy giant, the 71 -year-old grandfather has taken his story — 
and his message about farmers' rights — all around the 
world. Farmers groups, environmentalists and United Na- 
tions policymakers all want to hear Schmeiser's tale of 
being taken to court over the kind of canola found growing 
in his fields four years ago. 

"Monsanto couldn't have picked a worse person to get 
into a fight with," said Pat Mooney, the executive director 
of the Winnipeg-based technology watchdog group ETC, 
who has seen Schmeiser speak at international forums. 

"He's articulate and emotional, and he always creates a 
stir when he tells his story." 

A prejudiced, gangrenous poodle chewing its leg off 
in an Audubon-sponsored leg-hold trap to 
the National Audubon Society for con- 
tinuing to pursue a 1998 lawsuit against 
California's voter-approved ban on ani- 
mal leg-hold traps. The group contends 
that the ban should be weakened so that 
government trappers can kill foxes, feral 
cats and other predators that eat endan- 
gered and migrating birds. 

Although Audubon won the case at the district court 
level in 2000, animal rights groups appealed in April, and 
the case is now being heard before the Ninth US Circuit 
Court of Appeals. By pursuing the case aggressively, animal 
rights proponents contend Audubon risks weakening trap- 
ping laws across the state. This may potentially allow 
trapping by the US Department of Agriculture's Wildlife 
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Services, which kills 
mountain lions, bears, coy- 
otes and other animals at the 
request of cattle ranchers operat- 
ing on public lands. 

The National Trappers Association has joined Audubon 
in support of the lawsuit. 

Ajust-when-you-thought-it-was-safe-to-go-back-in-the- 
water, a-bunch-of-yuppies-invade-your-habitat poodle 
to the human residents of Central Florida's Stone Island 
who murdered an 11-foot alligator named Wally in April. 

The area near Lake Monroe has long been home to one 
of the larger populations of gators in the state, but in recent 
years the area has become a human-infested "upscale 
waterfront community" of nearly 300 homes. When one 
of the area's rightful residents approaches too close to a 
swimming human, or when poor little Fluffy wanders too 
close to the canal for a drink, some people call the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission to report a 
"nuisance alligator," whereupon a trapper is dispatched to 
kill the poor critter. 

So far this year 1,050 complaints in Central Florida alone 
have resulted in 570 gators sharing Wally's fate by becom- 
ing deep-fried nuggets and fancy briefcases. In 2000, 7,279 
such "nuisance" animals were "harvested" statewide. 

A corporate-ass-kissing, junk-food-vegan poodle to 
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PET A) for 
praising one-time archnemesis, Burger King, for its new 
"BK Veggie" meatless burger. "It's a winning proposition 
for animals, people and the planet. We hope everyone will 
give the veggie burger a royal welcome, " said PETA's Vegan 
Campaign Coordinator Bruce Friedrich. 

Composed of a nightmarish list of 48 ingredients, the 
nutritionally deficient, industrial pseudo-food contains 
such scientific wonders as sodium acid pyrophosphate, 
hydrolyzed corn gluten and "grill flavor" mixed in with a 
few grains and frozen vegetables. 




by Agent Media Tart 

“At this rate, civilisation will not end 
with a bang, or even a whimper, but the 
squishy splat of a pie." 

— Irish Evening Herald, February 5 

It's nearly four months since I pied 
the Taoiseach (Prime Minister Bertie 
Ahern) in Sligo, and I still get the 
giggles every time I think of it. The 
gasp of horror from the crowd of lack- 
eys when they saw the cream hit his 
gob, people ringing radio stations 
whinging about the lack of respect for 
our democratically elected leader, the 
big front page splash of said leader 
with pie dripping down his face. 

Really funny articles in the paper, 
with quotes from neighbours saying, 
"She seemed like such a quiet girl..." I 
got to say completely true things live 
on the radio about our water table 
being poisoned by 
Coillte — the Irish For- 
estry Board (just be- 
fore I was cut off!). 

Coillte's monocul- 
tures are mostly in the 
uplands, and the toxic 
sprays they need to 
keep their alien plan- 
tations alive seep into 
the waters below. 

There is less wildlife 
in their "forests" than 
in the town centers. 

As prime minister, 

Ahern is responsible 
for the actions of this 
semi-state company. 

I can feel Spring in me bones. Blos- 
soming all around, bursting into life. 

There are two yellow wagtails nest- 
ing in the bush outside the front door. 
Any day now, their babies will be crack- 
ing through. A curious robin flew in 
yesterday for a peek at the funny nest 
the two-legged ones live in. A fallen 
tree we begged the landlord not to 
chop up has, to his surprise, blos- 
somed full-leaved. Dandelions, tad- 
poles, red beetles... it's all exploding. 

This might be the last Spring this 
copse sees. They're building a road 


through here. The compulsory purchase 
is done, the route marked, all the locals 
brainwashed into thinking it's 
neccessary. And of course it is neccessary, 
for them. For their civilisation. For their 
religion of progress. 

The Irish are slowly throwing off the 
shackles of Catholicism only to em- 
brace an ideology equally as destruc- 
tive. Old women on the bus nod, "It's 

for Their 

great to see the country doing so well." 
And the young cling to their mobile 
phones and Nike sweatshirts. It's all 
wonderful, this European Union 
money bringing us up to date, inline 
with the rest of Europe. Who's laugh- 
ing at us backward paddies, now that 
we've got cafes and cable TV? 

Meanwhile, for those with eyes, the 
misery and destruction goes on. After 
years of the Common Agricultural 
Policy, where farmers are given huge 
subsidies to cram loads of sheep onto 
every bit of land, there is nothing grow- 
ing on our mountains. Here in the North- 


west, the hills stand stark and bald, 
apart from the large swathes of sitka 
spruce monocultures. Although once 
common land, these are now "owned" 
by Coillte (ironically this means "for- 
est" in Irish). Coillte has poisoned our 
water table and reduced all our com- 
mon land to arid, toxic tree farms. 

Across the country you see nothing 
but cows and sheep. Hardly any wild 
patches, few woodlands, ever-decreas- 
ing birds and animals. A real wet desert. 

When I was growing up, we roamed 
around the fields and village streets to 
our hearts' content, and we had such 


fun. Now I've to ferry my kids to other 
kids' houses, plan everything for them 
like I'm a military commander and watch 
them in case they make a mad dash for 
freedom. I don't like living where I have 
to order my children around and decide 
what they do with their days. 

My hometown sprung up around a 
river, and until about 10 years ago, it 
was relatively unspoilt. But a big tim- 
ber merchant expanded all the way 
down the river, ripping up hedgerows, 
blocking off access to the river and 
erecting huge steel fences. The river 
died a slow, ugly death, but the 
townsfolk don't care since they've got 

Lies 

river-view apartments and a health 
food shop now. 

They've well and truly swallowed the 
lie of progress alright. 

Most of them were delighted at the 
pieings — politicians are easily scape- 
goated for all the unpleasant things 
the moral majority 
doesn't want to face 
up to — like bin 
charges, incinerators 
and super dumps. 
They want all the 
baubles, but none of 
the mess. Few of 
them seemed to get 
the real point of the 
| pieings — that the 
| politicians are just 
| front men for big 
g business and so de- 
03 serve no respect. 

If it even just "sows 
the seed in slavish 
men" (as an Irish activist from a cen- 
tury ago put it), then it was worth it. 

Or as John Mitchel, a 19th century 
revolutionary said, "Let the canting- 
fed classes rave and shriek as they 
will — where you see a respectable, 
fair-spoken lie sitting in high places, 
feeding itself fat on the Earth's sacri- 
fices — down with it, strip it naked 
and pitch it to the demons... resting 
never till the huge mischief come 
down, though the whole structure of 
society come down along with it." 

Agent Media Tart is an operative of the 
Irish Division of the Biotic Baking Brigade. 
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The Irish prime minister gets his just desserts. 



r-OR YOU 



I climbed tbe highest mountains and crossed the ragingrivers, 
I slept in the rain on the cold hard ground. 

I forgot my friends, my family, my name, 
i I traveled by night alone through the bush, 

Ik . and slept in the day, 

and waited and watched. 

jratfbl, I burned their bridges and smashed their machines. 

Ran through the night but they hunted me down. 
MproSh Carried my silence deep in my heart. 

I gave up my freedom and years of my life. 

Now I dream in this cell of the day I’m released 
wRmK; When I come home to the wilderness, 

the whispering trees, the singing creeks, 
the grizzly cubs and the lone wolf. 

My conscience is clear, my soul is free 
5lfxliK»ji|l& and I’ll be there again — 


Damn, my Head’s in stitches, hRSHbISh 

and it seems I forgot the 

Low it was something 
‘bout a tree and my car, 
but the alcohol 
or the concussion or both, 
washed the memory away. 

Wow, my Heart's been laughing \c§3S83b 

ever since that distant night, kjjKgSgij 

cause I’ve been running clean, 
like the land should be, 
and my belly’s not ranlc, 

it’s a flower, VuSkN 

and the bees tickle, the sun shines, 
my heart had the ' 

revolutionary power. ... 

Mi) Industrial Mind took a hard blow, 

my lungs and liver 

laughed and cheered, 

and there was no bitterness, 

the headaches went away, eyes focused. 

Can the world heal itself? 

Are we the Heart of the Fist, i 

striking down these electrical addictions, 

this lack of moderation, 

these chemical habits and 

destructive tendencies, 

and should we let the World hit a tree, 

or maim itself or finally O.D.? 

Should we intervene now, 
and just how far are we to go, 
we, the warriors for peace, 
to save our selves, brothers, sisters? 

We can’t cut off our head, 
and we can’t hate ourselves. 

The Circle of Life’s made of „J 

and the Circle seems to ripple, 
goin’ round to come again, 

but everybody must see, 
that everu Bodu is the world. 


ARMED WITH VISIONS 


Send poems to ttjg 

Warrior Poets Society 

P. O. Box 1+501 

Berkeley CA 5>+7l2-5501 

all rights reserved to the authors 
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EOG A TREE 


DARRYL’S DILEMMA 


Rather than behold or respect 
The vast reaches of nature, 

The chain of wings 

Between ground and treetop 

They blast the tree with poison gas 

Ancf count and catalog 

All the insects and poisoned lives 

That rain down from their toxic fog 

“It’s just one tree,” he cried, 

“In a vast forest.” 

That’s like 

Just one child molested. 

With that attitude 

We’ll never get out of this mess. 

, Jenny McBride 


T raded my backpack for a briefcase to please the powers that be. 
Now I sit in a courtroom instead of hueginga tree. 

Cut my hair and got a shave. 

Been told time and again not to misbehave. 

All this law and order has sure got me down. 

The woods call me, but I’ve got to stay in town. 

I’m tired of lawyers, depo’s and all that stuff 
playing it straight sure can be tuff. 

But one day soon this will all be history. 

And I can be happy again sitting in a tree. 


DWK. Jr. 

UNDER OUR EEET 

“I want to leave the city and go live on the land,” I said. 
“Where do you think you are living now?” he asked. 
“What do you think is beneath your feet?” 



THE BIRDS GAVE WAY 


High in the alpines a bomber 
screeches past at the speed of sound 
drowning the calls of thejays 
and setting my teeth on edge. 

The blast sounds 

loud enough to fell a fir tree, 

alien enough to make a cow elk lose her calf. 

A lump rises in my gut. I’d understand 
if someone’s patriotic ya-ya 
inspired this display but it’s August, 
miles from any town, 

and the ground beneath 

the feet of every creature 
here just rumbled, 

the air that the buoys the birds gave away. 


We say concrete is dirt, 
beneath dirt is rock, 
beneath rock is molten fire. 

We forget it is the skin and bones and 
blood of our mother 
buried from light and air. 


Is she asleep and dreaming? 

Is her sleep like death? 

Is she mourning days of tidal marsh? 
What is her secret life? 


What if she is slowly simmering anger? 

What if her pain is the fury of a woman scorned? 
What if suddenly her blood boils 
and fire pours from her veins? 


Eire pouring through fissures 
cracking the surface 
with radical change. 

Basalt, bedrock, river rock, 
sandstone, shale, drifting dust, 
erupting lava, 
our own rage released. 


Eor we ourselves are made of this earth. 
Her body is our body. 

Her love bursts in us. 

Her beauty is blinding. 


We are waiting for it. 
We are longngfor it. 
We are calling for it. 


The knowledge of earth 
under our feet. 


Amie Diller 
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continued from page 3 
Hello Good People, 

I am ashamed to say that, 
although I am painfully 
aware of the peril that faces 
our world, I have not been 
actively working to help. Re- 
cently, I sent an email to off- 
road. com suggesting that, 
since some oil profits are fun- 
neled to Osama and other 
terrorists groups, they might 
show their patriotism by con- 
serving gas. 

Well. .. I'm sure that you can 
imagine the responses. Every- 
thing from veiled threats to 
misspelled profanity. So be 
careful out there. Gotta go, it's 
time to stand up and get to 
work... for the planet. 

—Kevin Foisie 

Dear Shit fer Brains: 

I am writing in reference 
to Heather Moore's article 
"Designer Animals" in the 
Beltane issue. Many people 
are probably wondering 
where these sadistic, amoral 
scientists are coming from — 
most people wouldn't be 
caught dead experimenting 
on animals or creating ge- 
netically altered monsters. I 
know where these sado-sci- 


houses and sold to the uni- 
versity or had come from shel- 
ters) and cats from the same 
sources. Then comes more of 
the same, and worse, in gradu- 
ate or medical school — even 
more bizarre and horrible ani- 
mal experiments, atrocities 
against terminally ill humans 
and the joking and tossing 
around of human and animal 
body parts. 

Anyone who completes 
such an "educational" pro- 
gram and does not drop out at 
a very early stage is likely to be 
a pervert, a sadist, an egotist 
and totally devoid of ethics 
and morals. This unnatural 
"natural selection" produces 
doctors who don't give a damn 
about their patients, veteri- 
narians who don't give a damn 
about animals and geneticists 
who are willing to create mon- 
sters and untold suffering. 

The public is told that all 
this will cure diseases, when all 
it really does is enrich these 
perverts, who often become 
excessively wealthy and create 
new and more virulent diseases 
(e.g. antibiotic resistance). 

Don't depend on these sa- 
dists to find an answer to 
cancer. The preventative is 


then don't eat meat. If 
women don't want breast 
cancer, then don't get near 
any dairy products or meat. 

Ninety-nine percent of 
medical and genetic research 
is a fraud. These sadists want 
your money, not your good 
health. In fact, the sicker you 
are, the more money they can 
make, because sick, fright- 
ened people want help. 

Stay healthy, go vegan 
(non-dairy vegetarian). Don't 
support the sado-scientists. 

— Anna Bella 

Dear Earth First Journal, 

Glad to see Judi/Darryl trial 
finally underway. 

Just a quick comment about 
nuclear transfer technology 
from a long-time environmen- 
tal activist, hemp activist, 
Green Party member, organic 
food consumer, Redwood 
Summer participant. I don't 
think there is anything inher- 
ently "evil" about the nuclear 
transfer technology. Like all 
technologies it just depends 
on what you do with the tool. 
Someone will always be there 
to exploit it for greedy profits, 
but others will find appropri- 
ate uses that are socially just, 


entists are coming from, be- already here and available to environmentally sound and 
cause I have seen it happen, everyone: a vegetarian diet, biocentrically compatible. 
What is taking place in our If men don't want prostate The biotech industry as a 


educational system is a 
kind of unnatural 
"natural selec- 
tion" process. Be- 
ginning in high {jEglg 
school (some- 
times earlier), if 
a kid wanted to 
take a biology 
class he/she had 
to be willing to dis- 
sect a songbird and tear 
apart a cow's eye. In col- 
lege, it was worse. If you 
wanted to study biology 
or pre-med, you had to 1 
dissect living animals — 
dogs (pets that had been { 
stolen from people's 


and colon cancer, 








whole should not be trusted 
to regulate themselves. How- 
. ever, I believe that there is 
\ enormous potential in stem 
a cell research and nuclear 
transfer technology to 
si heal some of the most 
gap devastating illnesses, and 
Ir alleviate unimaginable 
f suffering for living be- 
ings. With new inno- 
/ J vations there are always 
ff/j risks, but I don't buy the 
W "slippery slope" argu- 
ment. That's the same 
sss '”^" rationale used by the 
government to keep mari- 
juana/hemp illegal. It's just 
common sense for a company 
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spending millions of other 
people's money on research, 
to make a return for their in- 
vestors. They ain't going to do 
it for free — they have to pay 
the bills too. That's how inno- 
vation happens. 

There are some bills before 
the US Senate, which ban 
human cloning, yet allow the 
medical research to continue. 
I think these are worthy of 
support. Naturally, I am op- 
posed to genetic engineering 
of the food supply, or cloning 
of human beings. And, I think 
we should continue to pro- 
ceed with calmness, consider 
the impacts on the next seven 
generations and remember 
that what we do to the web of 
life, we do to ourselves, as the 
guiding principles. 

Sincerely, 

— Bob Schwarz 

Dear Earth First! Journal, 

I am writing this letter with 
regerds to an interview 
published in the British ani- 
mal rights magazine Arkangel 
#26, with the former "North 
American Earth Liberation 
Front Press Officer." In the 
interview, Arkangel asked 
Craig Rosebraugh what he felt 
the most effective ELF action 
was, and he stated that he felt 
that arson was the most effec- 
tive tool. He gave this as a 
personal opinion. However 
the way the interview was 
published it made it appear 
that the majority of ELF ac- 
tions are arson-based and that 
non-arson-based actions have 
no merit. 

The majority of the ELF 
actions in Britain and across 
Europe are non-arson-based. 
The cell I am involved with 
specialises in wildlife protec- 
tion. One of our favourite tac- 
tics is tree spiking where we 
hammer 150 mm metal spikes 
into trees. We then issue a 
warning to alert everyone of 
the spikes. The result of this is 


that sawmill owners are less 
keen to buy the felled trees if 
they know there is a possible 
spike in the timber that will 
damage their sawmill blade. 
And because the sawmills 
won't touch the wood, there 
is no profit involved in fell- 
ing the trees in the first place. 
Consequently there is a much 
greater chance of the wood- 
land habitat being left alone, 
in tact, which benefits all the 
animals and plants that are 
part of that ecosystem. Tree 
spiking is easy. Anyone can 
do it. Its also highly effective 
and it does not involve the 
use of any arson. 

Another of our tactics is 
ecotage (cause economic 
damage) to the property of 
those who seek to kill wild- 
life. Be it badger killers, an- 
glers, hunters, hare-coursers, 
etc. All are legitimate targets. 
Our tactics vary according to 
whom we are targeting but 
can involve everything from 
nailing shut gates used to ac- 
cess paths to kill wildlife, to 
directly destroying the prop- 
erty of those who engage in 
wildlife murder. 

Our ELF cell has also, in the 
past, targeted the Forestry 
Commission hitting their 
monocrop woodlands, leav- 
ing messages for them to 
"plant oak," spiking their 


uniquely designed for the task 
in hand. For example, the first 
GM crop trashing to occur in 
Ireland was carried out by the 
"Gaelic Earth Liberation 
Front." The Elves involved 
trashed the field, achieved in- 
ternational media attention 
and managed to ensure there 
was no danger to any animal 
hiding within the crop. A fire 
could easily have killed ani- 
mals and spread to destroy 
other plant species other than 
the one GM crop that was 
being targeted. 

In the mid '90s, Elves raided 
and ecotaged the London 
Government offices of the De- 
partment of Transport, whilst 
leaving the offices of the De- 
partment of Environment 
(which is housed in the same 
building) unharmed. An ar- 
son attack on the building 
would have not achieved the 
same results as this very bril- 
liant and daring raid achieved. 

Don't get me wrong. Where 
arson is the best tool available 
it will be used, e.g. the Whatley 
Quarry action, the Sainsburys 
supermarket action in the 
Southeast of England, etc. But 
certainly, under no circum- 
stance, is arson always the best 
tool to use. 

The Earth Liberation Front 
is 10 years old this year! Long 
live the Earth Liberation Front! 


are often done with black 
masks in the dark of night, 
many of our actions are done 
in the middle of the day with- 
out any masks to hide our 
identity. One great example 
of one of our unmasked — or 
urban camouflage — cam- 
paigns was when we targeted 
grocery and hardware stores 
in our town that sold mouse 
and rat glue traps. Not only 
are these traps unnecessary, 
but they are extremely cruel 
and inhumane. Our goal was 
to prevent consumers from 
purchasing these devices and 
to stop stores from selling 
these devices. All live and hu- 
mane traps would remain on 
the shelves. 

Our "urban-camo" con- 
sisted of very nice clothes. 
Remember, people do judge 
you based on your appear- 
ance. Now is not the time to 
show off that "Meat is Mur- 
der" or "ALF" t-shirt. Also 
make sure you've walked up 
and down some aisles and that 
you have some groceries in 
your cart. Nothing will catch 
management's or security's at- 
tention more than someone 
pushing around an empty cart 
for an hour or so. 

Once we began our "shop- 
ping," we would fill our carts 
with all the rodent glue traps 
on display and then snap or 


that management usually 
scans when it's time to reor- 
der. Next, we would push our 
carts toward any in-store gar- 
bage cans (the deli or cafete- 
ria sections having the most). 
When nobody was looking 
we would throw all the traps 
into the garbage bags making 
sure to cover the traps with 
real garbage. (Make sure your 
garbage can is not directly vis- 
ible to any security cameras 
where you may be monitored 
from!) Though this tactic was 
often successful, it was not 
100 percent effective. We 
would often find the dam- 
aged glue traps replaced on 
the shelf the following day. 
We quickly solved this prob- 
lem by filling our carts with 
veal, chicken, turkey, cow, 
fish, eggs, etc. Then, after get- 
ting all of the glue traps we 
would browse the aisles, as 
we opened up the glue traps 
and permanently affixed 
them to the dead animal parts, 
thus insuring that if found, 
they could not simply be 
placed back on the shelves 
the following day. This tactic 
also causes hundreds of dol- 
lars of damage to the animal 
products themselves! And 
again, we would always re- 
move the UPC bar codes that 
are used for reordering. 

This is important as we 


gates shut, glueing their pad- Here's to the next 10 years! break off the UPC bar code found that without remov- 



locks, ecotaging their build- — Merrymeet the ELF 

ings, etc. You see we strongly v 

believe that as well as protect- Hi, 

ing the last remaining habi- I am a 

tats of woodland and other member of 

wildlife areas, we should also an ALF cell 

property as legitimate. How- ina^Sfe®^^ 

ever naturally we would never highly 
start a fire in a woodland area, populated 
The Earth Liberation Front city on the East 
is a vibrant movement that Coast. Though our ' -iSp 

uses a range of actions, each clandestine actions ’B 


ing the UPC bar 
| codes, there 
£ would soon be a 
Jt fresh order re- 
Jp placing the 
Jr shelves. Without 
/ the UPC bar 
j, / codes most stores 
f/ would simply for- 

/ get, or just not 

know, to reorder 
more. After about 
three to four weeks 
of this continually 
and persistently hap- 
pening the stores 
would quit selling 
the glue traps! 

Be creative! Get 
stores in your area to 
stop selling glue traps, 
ant traps, wasp-killer, 
roach-motels, bee traps, 
continued on next page 
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continued from previous page of the intended target and 1. an apology to the people Intelligencer wrote over a year 

mole traps, etc... Creativity the likely damage to other who were working on native ago. In that article a reporter 
and persistence are the keys, people and/or projects. What plant protection, propagation by the name of Paul 
The last time I was at one of happened at CUH in no way and restoration for the un- Schukovsky suggested that I 
the main grocery stores we deterred work in genetic en- necessary destruction of their saw the actions at UW as "col- 
had targeted, they still were gineering — which I abhor, work. (I know, EF! has no lateral damage." I want to 
not selling glue traps! A sue- but wasn't happening at knowledge of the perpetra- point out that despite Mitch 
cessful action! Even without CUH — and did a whole lot to tors — so instead of an apol- Friedman's assertion that I 
a mask. wipe out an endangered ogy, perhaps a statement of used that term, I was never 

A suggestion: species. Were the perpetra- condolence and support). actually quoted in the Seattle- 

This is just one example of tors even aware of the Rare 2. major discussion in the PI article as having said those 

many unmasked actions that Care program? Journal about targets, how one words. The author simply at- 

individuals and groups can A whole program devoted researches what's really go- tributed my feelings on direct 
participate in. We encourage to propagation of plants too ing on at a proposed target action to that terminology. In 
your publication and web rare to survive without inter- site, the importance of hav- fact, I refused to talk about the 
page to run a regular column vention was incinerated. Not ing one's facts straight, the action at UW since I had so 
entitled something like "Un- cool. The Miller Library, com- importance of thinking little information about it. Mr. 
masked Actions," "The ALF/ plete with books, journals and through the various possible/ Schukovsky pulled those 
ELF Unmasked," etc. You can reports dating back hundreds probable outcomes of the ac- words straight out of his ass in 
then simply solicit and en- of years and altogether irre- tion, etc. an attempt to discredit me. 

courage readers to participate placeable was destroyed. 3. a clear statement from What I actually said, in re- 

by sending in their unmasked From where we sit, it the Journal that the editorial gards to actions which may 
actions for publication. This looks like some gung-ho cow- collective does not support harm operations outside of 

way many others will be able boys went off half-cocked random, un-thought-out, their immediate target, was 

to learn some successful ac- and hit the wrong target. In- counter-productive actions, "Revolution is a learning pro- 
tions they can take part in in stead of setting back genetic and that "collateral damage" cess, and none of us are born 
their areas! engineering, they inciner- is not acceptable. knowing exactly how to cre- 

Thank you. ated a major center for eco- This is not intended as a ate revolution without mak- 

— Anonymous logical restoration. letter to the editor, but you're ing mistakes. But simply 

At the time, we and other free to use it as you choose. We because a mistake is made does 
Well Guys: conservation organizations really would like a response. not mean that an action or 

This is our letter of divorce, asked the Journal to do the — Marianne and Steve tactic should be dismissed. It's 

We've been with EF! from the responsible things — tosaythat Editors' Note: In response to all part of figuring out how to 

very start — as supporters, co- this time a mistake was made, your second request, the Jour- make change." 
conspirators, site surveyors, Didn't happen. Instead, we got nal collective is certainly inter- Kiss my ass Mitch, 
subscribers and generally do- smug self-congratulation. ested in publishing any articles — Josh Harper 

ing what needed to be What we (and a whole lot that discuss such responsibili- 
done— including direct ac- of others) would like to see, ties and any thoughts about Dear Friends, 
tions to prevent logging as even at this late date, is: strategy. Send us your submis- Just finished the Eostar issue 

and enjoyed it immensely! 
Keep up the good work! A 
Return to the Wild Life was 
especially inspiring. After 
spending nearly 11 years 
in prison — one of society's 
biggest current for-profit 
industries — the thought of 
withdrawing from modern 
civilization appeals to me more 
and more each day. I'm more 
than a little disgusted with this 
tendency to let capital take pre- 
cedence over life; how can we 
strive for some plush, comfort- 
able existence for ourselves and 
say "to hell with everything 
else?" We don't even seem to 
care that the Earth we're 


far back as 1977. We make 
our living as restoration 
ecologists, and in our ^ 
spare time we litigate / 
to protect what's left. 

Here's what has us MSB 
pissed enough to vp8IS 
withdraw our sup- 
port. The fire at the 
Center for Urban Horti- 
culture (CUH) in Seattle a 
year ago, and the Journal’s 
refusal to look seriously at 
what happened there. We 
expect, when people use 
strong measures (such as 
fire), that they accept the re- 
sponsibility to do some seri- 
ous research into the actions 


mm 


sions. lor two articles featuring 
different perspectives on the 
CUH arson, see EF!J Decem- 
v ber-January 2002. 

V Dear SFB, 

I know I am a little late with 
this response, but since 
^ there has been so much 
!§& hysteria lately over 
SSwk Mitch Friedman's Yule 
JgO 2002 article, I feel the 
W&P' need to say something. 

Right wingers and liber- 
als alike in this country have 
lately begun equating me with 
Timothy McVeigh by repub- 
lishing a small portion of an 
article that the Seattle Post- 
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destroying is the same Earth 
that our offspring will be stuck 
with! Reading "Why George 
W. Bush" only served to rein- 
force my conviction that civi- 
lization is geared toward this 
catastrophic self-destruct 
mode. It doesn't take a college 
education to see that when 
you fight nature, nature retali- 
ates; environmental statistics 
(rampant spread of diseases; 
rising temperature extremes; 
birth defects; etc.) verify this. 
And yet people like George W. 
Bush — who actually has a col- 
lege education — refuse to ac- 
knowledge the facts... 

I am interested in making 
contact with groups or indi- 
viduals who share a devotion 
to the preservation of the 
planet. I don't get much mail 
these days, but I'd like to cor- 
respond with some environ- 
mentally conscious people. 

Take care, 

— Jameyson MacDonald 
#619181 
3060 FM 3514 
Beaumont, TX 77705 

Earth First! Comrades, 

The other day I got the 
beautiful Eostar March-April 
2002 issue of Earth First! and 
was infatuated with A Return 
to the Wild Life: from civilized 
to more primitive living by Red 
Wolf Returns. I would like 
any other information you 
could send me about Teach- 
ing Drum outdoor school or 
any other schools like that, 
and also contacts. Primitiv- 
ism is the emphasis of this 
letter as I write this like a 
capitalistic compulsion to 
transform all my feeling and 
experiences into object... Spo- 
ken language/words are 
merely incarcerated thoughts. 
There is no question that 
primitive peoples were at a 
higher state of consciousness 
and probably used some form 
of telepathy. Any form of 
work/labor is still a form of 
oppression even if there are 
no bosses. In my opinion, as 
long as there is technology 
humans will still be alienated 
from Earth and outside of 
nature. In a zero-work hunter 
gatherer society you would 


be in balance with the Earth 
and other animals. The same 
thing about language can also 
be applied to art. The need for 
"self expression" is a reaction 
to living in a conformist au- 
thoritarian society. In a free 
society (hunter and gatherer) 
your everyday life would be 
"creativity" and there would 
be no need for external self 
expression. The earliest primi- 
tive people had no art. Art 
only started showing up at 
the same time as agriculture, 
hierarchy, centralization, lin- 
ear time, etc. People were los- 
ing their freedoms and had to 
find some external means of 
relief. This is pointed out in 
depth by John Zerzan in his 
essay "Case Against Art. " Well 
my comrades, thank you for 
showing me your solidarity 
by mailing me Earth First! in 
this lonely industrial prison. 

Peace, love, resistance, 

— William Martinez 
#259840 
POB 1400 
Enfield, CT 06083 

Dear Editor, 

Let me begin by stating 
how grateful and apprecia- 
tive I am for receiving Earth 
First!. My commitment to the 
cause is strengthened with 


suggested this may be taking 
place at the US Post Office. 

I tend to believe the prison 
mail room, as their procedure 
is quite clear; they have the 
right to reject the whole maga- 
zine/journal etc. and issue a 
Notice of Intent, Contraband 
Removal. Is this possible that 
the US Postal Service has a 
hand in the removal of the 
prisoner support page? 

Any suggestions as to how I 
may inquire without open- 
ing the proverbial worm can? 
Is any one out there experi- 
encing this example of gov- 
ernment paranoia? 

In solidarity, 

— Patric Conway 

Editors' Note: Well, the con- 
spiracy is a simple one. We have 
been tearing out the prisoner 
support pages before mailing the 
Journal to our subscribers in 
prison. Alas, prisons frequently 
reject and return mail to us that 
will provide prisoners with in- 
formation about other inmates 
or facilitate communication be- 
tween prisons. Alas, as a com- 
promise, and a way to still get 
our materials toyou, we'vemade 
the decision to remove this 
section preemptively. 

Dear SFB, 

The problem I have with 


is... I think it is a detriment to 
your organization (as the pre- 
mier grassroots organization) 
to picture yourselves as (par- 
don me) sloppy, unkempt, 
unshaved, neuvo-hippies, 
singing and dancing during 
your media-taped rallies. 

If you're trying to change 
public opinion, then the way 
you act and dress creates a 
barrier, therefore preventing 
the real message from get- 
ting through. I guarantee, if 
there was a congressperson 
fighting for you on the 
House floor, wearing tie-die 
and beads, no other 
congressperson would pay 
much attention. 

I don't seem to have a 
solution. 

— Randy Leifer 

REDRABBm.OSANGELES@YAHOO.COM 

Hey, 

I am an occasional reader 
of your magazine and enjoy 
reading it and share many of 
the expressed views. 

However, I do not think 
advocating (or implying ad- 
vocacy of) the terrorization 
of Huntingdon, etc., employ- 
ees is a positive thing. I doubt 
that any of the employees 
enjoy their work, and I doubt 
that they are paid well. 


every issue I receive. Upon 

release from prison 

(three years?), I ^"355 
vow not to ne- 
gleet the Earth, /jpi 
Thank you and 
good work! 

I am baffled by nkL ' 
what has occurred in ' — •M/, 

the previous two is- 
sues of Earth First!; v 

the Yule and Eostar 
issues have both been 
missing the pris- 
oner support 
pages. They S' 


the Earth 


organization 


have been 
tom out! 

I've in- 
quired with 
the prison 
mail room, 
and they 
claim no 
knowledge 
of missing 
pages. They 












These abusive companies 
are part of a larger pattern, 
and I do not think that that 
pattern can be broken by 
frightening or hurting a 
few people with 

P no power. It 
is important 
to strategize 
how to dam- 
age the over- 
all corporate 
infrastructure in 
a way that causes as 
little damage to workers 
as possible. 

Destroying Huntingdon 
tv would mean an- 

^ other company 

jumping up to 
fill its place. 
£- 3 *— What is 

needed is to 
^ change the pattern 
1 that creates a place for 
animal testing at all. 

— Ben Regenspan 
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Evolution of the > 
Offensive 

Using everything we’ve got! 


by Leslie James Pickering 

More than any other event in my life, the actions of the 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF) have been the most eye- 
opening, inspirational and empowering. The actions of 
the ELF have restored a hope in me that had otherwise been 
beaten into submission by the oppressive cycle of daily life 
within contemporary American civilization. 

When I was a teenager in suburban New York state, I, like 
many of my peers, would do almost anything thinkable to 
break the mundane reality of my existence. One of the 
activities that drew my attention was attending loud, angry, 
independent music events. These events appealed to me 
because they were welcoming atmospheres for me and my 
peers to vent our le- 
gitimate frustrations 
with the social and 
political situations we 
had been born into 
and forced to swallow. 

At one of the first of 
these shows I attended, 

I was handed some lit- 
erature about an orga- 
nization called the 
Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF). 

At first, I didn't 
think much of it — a 
souvenir to bring home — and I stuffed it in my backpack. 
It wasn't until I had the time to look it over that I realized 
the implications these stapled photocopies would have 
on my life. It turned out that the ALF was an under- 
ground organization that struggled for the freedom of 
animals by "liberating" them from factory farms, vivi- 
section labs and other abusive institutions. The ALF was 
a group of fugitives who broke the law to fight for 
freedom, much like many of our cultural heroes: George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, the Boston Tea Partiers, 
Robin Hood, etc. I was fascinated. 

At this point, I naturally had an appreciation for nature, 
but I was not especially what one would call an "animal 
lover,” nor have I ever been. I had never considered being 
a vegetarian and had no awareness of any popular move- 
ment for animal rights. The tactics of the ALF simply made 
sense to me on a honest and fundamental level, based on 
my natural instincts for self-defense and the little that I had 
learned about revolutionary/social movements from school 
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and conversations. My fascination with this sensational 
organization soon led me to learn of the popular move- 
ments for the freedom of animals and environmentalism 
and later to study any and all revolutionary/social move- 
ments that I could scrounge up information on. 

In 1997, the ELF began taking "direct actions" similar 
to the actions of the ALF. From the onset, the direct 
actions of the ELF were causing millions in damages to 
corporations and government agencies that were profit- 
ing from destroying the Earth. The actions and existence 
of the ELF created an enormous wave of attention across 
the US as authorities fruitlessly scrambled for evidence, 
often barely beginning one investigation before the ELF 
would strike again. 

I have been privileged 
to be in the position of 
spokesperson for the 
North American Earth 
Liberation Front Press 
Office (NAELFPO) since 
the Spring of 2000. The 
press office has been 
referred to by the media 
as a "clearinghouse" 
for the anonymous 
communiques of the 
ELF. For me personally, 
it has been an opportu- 
nity to publicly speak 
my belief in direct action and to help the movement gain 
the public's attention and support. 

I support the actions of the ELF and the ALF wholeheart- 
edly. I unwaveringly support revolutionary action to 
bring about the liberation of the Earth and its animal 
nations, including the liberation of the human race. I feel 
that illegal actions, like those of the ELF and ALF, are 100 
percent necessary for liberation, and I hope to see the 
continuation and the rapid escalation of their activities 
until the Earth and all of us who live here are free of 
institutionalized oppression. 

That being said, shortly after co-founding the 
NAELFPO, I vowed to speak the truth about the ELF. I 
have since done the best job I could with limited re- 
sources and opportunities to fulfill this promise, and I 
will continue to do so. However, I have come to realize 
that being in the position of spokesperson for the orga- 
nization has presented me with difficulties in speaking 
this truth. 


More than anything, I simply recognize 
the right and, at times, the necessity 
and duty of all people to defend our- 
selves when taking a beating, to fight 
for our very lives. This right is not only 
extended to those being crushed by the 
hands of this beast, but also to those of 
us being digested in its belly. 



There is an existing diversity of opinions among those 
who support the activity of the ELF on the manner in 
which the underground organization should be repre- 
sented. I am only able to honestly represent the movement 
in the light in which it appears to me, which is not 
necessarily the same light in which all others who support 
the ELF view it. 

As I see it, the ELF is a loose network of clandestine 
guerrilla groups that are a part of a larger movement 
struggling for global revolutionary change. The tactics 
that they engage in, which many consider nonviolent 
sabotage, are a direct result of their analysis of the oppres- 
sion they struggle against and the level of activity they 
perceive to be effective within the particular context of 
their actions. 

I see, and personally hope, that there is no proof that the 
movement in general should view the tactics of the ELF as 
the end-all of action taken for liberation. I see absolutely 
no logic in a judgment that struggle perceived as nonvio- 
lent is the only legitimate kind to be waged. In addition, I 
have no problem admitting that I personally do not con- 
sider the actions of the ELF and ALF as nonviolent, as any 
dictionary will clearly spell out. 

Again, this does not mean that I do not wholeheartedly 
support all of these actions, only that I do not consider 


them nonviolent and do not believe nonviolence is the 
only legitimate means by which to struggle for liberation. 

Any dictionary will tell you that violence is, more or less, 
any act that aggressively harms or threatens harm to anyone 
or anything. Therefore, if actions were truly nonviolent, 
they would fail to even threaten harm to anything, which I 
certainly do not consider to be the case with the ELF. The 
entire intention of the ELF is to bring about liberation 
through engaging in effective acts of sabotage against op- 
pressive institutions. To not even threaten harm to these 
institutions would therefore be failure. 

But regardless of what the dictionary says, I believe that 
attaching the nonviolence label to these actions is based on 
a misguided understanding of public opinion and fear of a 
liberal backlash that comes anyway. I also believe the blind 
endorsement of this label is counterrevolutionary. Any 
notion that alleged nonviolence is the only way by which to 
achieve liberation is ill-informed and condemning of the 
many other effective tactics that have, can and must be put 
into practice in successful revolutionary movements. 

Throughout history, liberation has been achieved through 
a healthy balance of a variety of tactics, many which have 
been considered nonviolent and many which have been 
considered violent. Even the most popular examples of 

continued on next page 



Coyote vs. the Range Rover 
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continued from previous page 
nonviolent resistance were far from existing in a vacuum. 
During the same periods that Gandhi and Martin Luther 
King, Jr. were waging their nonviolent struggles, numerous 
other organizations were struggling for the same liberation 
through what were considered violent means — undeni- 
ably having a massive effect on the progression of the 
overall movements. In fact, I've yet to find a historical 
example of a successful revolutionary movement that 
consisted strictly of nonviolent activity, and I do not 
believe that one is possible in our contemporary setting. 

Recently, I appeared on a short television spot regard- 
ing the February 12, Congressional Subcommittee on 
Forests and Forest Health. Also on this clip appeared an 


unnamed representative of an unnamed organization 
allegedly from the mainstream environmental move- 
ment. Among other less-interesting things, he said, "Vio- 
lence, when used in this country, is simply wrong." I 
have found that a lot of the ideological basis for nonvio- 
lence in the US is fundamentally nationalist. 

Why is it that when it comes to clearly violent struggle 
outside the borders of the US, such as that waged by the 
Zapatistas in Chiapas, Mexico, the majority of liberals are 
quick to lend their ideological support, while those same 
liberals adamantly condemn the actions of the ELF and 
ALF here within the borders of such a powerful and 
oppressive government? I believe this is because they 
have been brainwashed by the system into buying the 
line that within US borders somehow revolutionary change 
can magically be achieved through reformist activity. I 
think we need to wake up and realize that the US is a 
global power, force-feeding its suicidal capitalist Ameri- 
can Dream down the throats of everyone on the face of 
the planet. Revolutionary change has never been achieved 
through reformist activity and is certainly not going to be 
handed to us on a silver platter by the US government. 

I have also found that almost all of the popular cheerlead- 
ers of nonviolence are/were strongly religious people who 
endorsed the tactic because of their religious beliefs, not 
necessarily because of its effectiveness in bringing about 
revolutionary change. Recognizing the connection of non- 
violence to religion was important to me, because it helped 
me realize the larger intentions of the philosophy. 

The belief that one species, the human race, can some- 
how live an entirely nonviolent existence on this planet, 
when it is perfectly clear that no species throughout all of 
nature is capable of this, is blatantly anthropocentric. The 
belief that humans are separate and somehow exempt 


from the laws of nature is a major cause of the disastrous 
imbalance that our species now suffers from. 

Often it seems that blind adherence to nonviolence 
philosophy is based on a reactionary denial of the level of 
resistance that it'll take to bring about revolutionary change. 
When many begin to comprehend the level of oppression 
we face today, nonviolence philosophy gains appeal as a 
very comfortable heaven/fairyland where liberation can be 
achieved strictly through personal changes. I consider this 
state of denial a kind of psychological illness common 
among liberal North Americans. I strongly feel that anyone 
hypnotizing the people with the nonviolence-as-gospel 
dog-and-pony show is a criminal, disarming us in a time 
when we desperately need to defend ourselves. 

This denial of what really 
needs to happen to liberate the 
Earth and ourselves from the 
deadly path that the system is 
leading us all down is a major 
factor in our inability to achieve 
that liberation. The outright 
condemnation of violent revo- 
lutionary action in America 
needs to come to an end before 
a true revolution can effectively 
take place. The system knows 
this, and its pigs are working 
harder than ever to brainwash the public by calling the ELF 
"terrorists" and the Pentagon a "force for freedom." 

More than anything, I simply recognize the right and, at 
times, the necessity and duty of all people to defend ourselves 
when taking a beating, to fight for our very lives. This right is 
not only extended to those being crushed by the hands of this 
beast, but also to those of us being digested in its belly. 

In addition to the nonviolence issue, I do not believe 
that the actions of the ELF are strictly environmental in 
their scope. It has probably already become clear that I 
recognize the actions of the ELF as acts of revolution, not 
reform. I have attempted to express this in every piece of 
literature, interview, public presentation and conversation 
that has occurred as a result of my participation in the 
NAELFPO — and increasingly so in recent months. 

I cannot perceive the Earth without conjuring up images of 
all life taking root within this atmosphere. The liberation of 
the Earth equals the liberation of every one of us. And as I see 
it, the liberation of the Earth and the liberation of all species 
of the Earth is the goal of the ELF. I do not see the organization 
as simply an environmental group satisfied with the eco- 
nomic damages it inflicts and attention it draws from each of 
its individual actions. I do not see the ELF only caring about 
the oppression caused by Vail Resorts, Inc. and Boise Cascade. 
These are just platforms for a much larger message to get out 
on a global scale, and that message is, "We're not taking 
anymore." I see the objectives of any revolutionary move- 
ment for liberation being to off the oppressor, to smash the 
system of oppression and to create a free and just society in 
its place. I see no exception to this in the case of the ELF, and 
I certainly do not hope that I am wrong. 

Currently, the FBI considers the ELF and the ALF the 
"number one priority” among domestic terrorist threats. 
This is nothing new, the same thing has been said about 


And as I see it, the liberation of the Earth and the 
liberation of all species of the Earth is the goal of the 
ELF. I do not see the organization as simply an 
environmental group satisfied with the economic 
damages it inflicts and attention it draws from each 
of its individual actions. 
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revolutionary organizations in the past that the system 
perceived as a threat. This is, however, a noteworthy point 
in the struggle for liberation: It is recognition from the 
oppressor. The system does perceive this movement as a 
threat and is using an increasing amount of its resources to 
stomp it out. This is a point at which the struggle needs to 
evolve in order to survive, so as not to suffer the same fate 
as revolutionary struggles of previous generations. 

This system has clearly proven itself to value its 
"progress" above and beyond anyone and anything. It 
represents a pursuit of profits and property at the expense 
of the people, the natural elements of the Earth that 
sustain our lives and of the planet as a whole. This 
"American Dream" is a death wish, and we cannot allow 
it to nail our coffins shut. 

The struggle must constantly assess and reassess the 
oppressor and the oppressor's perception of the struggle. 
New tactical directions must evolve with these assess- 
ments. I, for one, have begun to question the power and 
use of any official press office for an autonomous organi- 
zation or movement. If the purpose of a press office is to 
draw much needed attention to a movement, then is there 
a point at which that press office is no longer needed or 
practical? Where is the point at which, within the context 
of an existing movement, the direct actions of the move- 
ment are able to speak for themselves? 

I recognize that all forms of institutional 
oppression flow from the same source, the 
institution, the system that dictates nearly 
every facet of our lives under its twisted objec- 
tives. Therefore, I am not an environmentalist, 

I am not an activist, I'm not a reformist nor any 
form of liberal. I am a revolutionary. I advo- 
cate the return of all power to the hands of the 
people by any means necessary on a global 
scale. I see anything short of this as failure and 
as disastrous. And I'm not about to deny this 
reality because of any existing atmosphere of 
opinion within the popular liberal environ- 
mental movement. To deny this reality is to 
limit the ability of this movement to evolve 
into one that truly has the capacity to achieve 
the objective of liberation. 

Arguing for a nonviolent, single-issue revolu- 
tion has placed us in a position of hypocrisy and 
has allowed us to be backed into corners with our 
arguments. I believe that the movement hasn't 
gained the public support that it needs to be 
successful because the intelligent public can see 
these glaring holes in our arguments. I have found 
that public opinion is not as the media represents 
it, and it is far from what liberals perceive it to be. 

I recognize that the only way to build a successful 
revolutionary movement is to present a sound and 
powerful argument, backed up by effective action. 

I believe that once this movement is presented to 
the oppressed peoples of the Earth, public support 
will be powerfully behind it. 

Nonviolence, economic sabotage and armed 
propaganda are tactics, not strategies, not gospel 
and certainly not the only effective actions to be 


taken as part of a successful revolutionary movement. Like 
the tools of a toolbox, each has a specific use and specific 
results. Depending on the job you have, you choose a tool 
(or a set of tools) from your toolbox. You don't choose only 
the tools that fit most comfortably in your hand or that are 
the prettiest, you choose the ones that'll get the job done. 
Sometimes these tools do fit comfortably in your hands, 
but most of the time they give you blisters. No matter what 
though, at the end of the day, the objective is always to 
have the job completed. It's idiotic to shun the sledge 
hammer when you're working to knock down a wall. 

Our arguments and actions need to be sound, thorough 
and brutally honest. We need to awaken from our coma 
and struggle for a realistic, not utopian, solution. No 
matter how uncomfortable this may seem to many of us, 
it's nothing compared to what will happen if we don't and 
what is happening already. 

Long live the Earth liberation Front! Long Live the Ani- 
mal Liberation Front! Down with this insane system that 
plagues the Earth and its peoples! Revolution is liberation! 

With this statement I officially resign from my role with 
the NAELFPO, but I am by no means silencing myself. I 
intend to continue with increasing effort to struggle for 
revolutionary change without being bound to any dogmatic 
atmospheres of opinions. I encourage and welcome com- 
munication of any kind and can be reached at no-one@tao.ca. 



The Buck Stops Here 
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When the jury went to see Judi's 
bombed Subaru for themselves, it 
was clear where the hole created by 
the explosion was. The hole is huge 
and ragged, and the roof bows up to 
the sky above it. It was chilling to see 
it up close — it was also the first time 
Judi's daughter Lisa had seen it. After 
the field trip to the car, the intact 
back seat was brought into the court- 
room — even the upholstery was in 
amazingly good shape after 12 years. 
Lamely, Doyle pointed to a discol- 
oration in the foam, as if it could 


support his contention at the scene 
that the bomb was in the back seat. 

Other physical evidence included the 
front seat with the bottom part blown 
away, and the exploded pipe itself. 

Activists on the Stand 

During my time on the witness 
stand during the second day of trial, 
the EF! Journal popped up in cross- 
examination several times, including 
a 1990 "Ned Ludd" column, along 
with numerous tree spiking questions. 
We also called as witnesses Betty and 
Gary Ball of the Mendocino Environ- 


mental Center, Shannon Marr of Seeds 
of Peace, activist banjo player George 
Shook, the inimitable Utah Phillips 
and several other activists. 

The highlight of the trial, how- 
ever, was Judi's testimony, video- 
taped five weeks before she died of 
breast cancer in March 1997. Judi 
came to realize she would not be 
around in the flesh for the case she 
had spent the last seven years of her 
life working on, so she ensured her 
voice would be in court. Incredibly, 
the OPD and FBI attorneys present 
for the sworn deposition declined to 
ask her any questions, although they 
objected to nearly every response to 
plaintiff attorney questions. With the 
objections edited out, an hour and a 
half of six hours of testimony was 
played for the jurors. 

Her testimony was hugely poignant, 
despite the tragic irony that her pres- 
ence was limited to this one video- 
tape. Even on tape, hers was the most 
compelling argument the court heard 
about the damage done by the smear 
campaign and civil rights violations. 
She offered as her first memory upon 
groggily waking — after hours of sur- 
gery on her shattered pelvis — that of 
two uniformed police at her bedside 
informing her she was under arrest 
for transport of explosives. That fol- 
lowed her description of the horror of 
the explosion itself and the pain so 
severe that she invited death. There 
were not many dry eyes in the court- 
room as she told of being terrified of 
another attack as she lay immobi- 
lized by traction devices, and the ad- 
ditional terror she felt at the prospect 
of being framed for this violent crime, 
fearing "spending my children's child- 
hood in prison and not being able to 
raise them. " Many of the actual threats 
were shown to the jury, including the 
"Welcome Mississippi Summer" flyer 
with the drawing of a noose; the 
Stompers flyer saying, "If you want to 
be a martyr, we will be happy to 
oblige;” the rifle cross-hairs superim- 
posed on Judi's face flyer; and the 
homophobic letter from the "Com- 
mittee for the death of Earth First!." 

With so much testimony the pre- 
vious weeks about various pieces of 


Pacific Lumber CEO Calls for 
Homeland Security Funds 


In an April 23 address to the 
Humboldt County Board of Super- 
visors, Pacific Lumber (PL) President 
and CEO Robert Manne further 
fanned the flames of terrorist hyste- 
ria by warning that Internet infor- 
mation, as well as the presence of 
four new treesits on PL land, heralds 
an upcoming Summer of "possible 
confrontation and controversy” be- 
tween his company and "those who 
oppose the cutting of any timber 
any place for any reason, radical 
groups such as Earth First!." 

After a long, rambling speech 
which applauded PL's achievement 
of "economic and environmental 
sustainability" and exploited the 
murder of David Chain as the re- 
sult of the "dangerous mix of ille- 
gal protest and legal harvesting." 
Manne closed by claiming that PL's 
critics "boldly proclaim themselves 
to be ecoterrorists." He strongly 
urged that the members of the 
board contact their congressional 
representatives to "ask if Tom 
Ridge's new Homeland Security 
Budget cannot be a source of rev- 
enue support which will minimize 
the impacts on this county's al- 
ready strapped budget." 

North Coast EF!ers (NCEF!) 


immediately expressed outrage, 
stating that "such accusations are 
being raised as an attempt to ob- 
scure the actual harm that Pacific 
Lumber is causing the forests, wa- 
tersheds and communities of 
California's North Coast." 

A press release issued the following 
day reaffirmed NCEF!'s adherence to 
a strict code of nonviolence. Orga- 
nizer Josh Brown declared, "North 
Coast Earth First! has an impeccable 
15-year record of nonviolence. In 
fact, those who have committed vio- 
lence have been employees of 
MAXXAM/Pacific Lumber and the 
Humboldt County Sheriff's Depart- 
ment." Responding to PL's labeling 
of nonviolent activists as terrorists, 
NCEF! activist Sara March said, "It is 
a despicable exploitation of tragedy 
to try to make a comparison between 
those who would take thousands of 
human lives and individuals sitting 
peacefully in trees." 

The press release goes on to say 
that "NCEF! has gone to great lengths 
to promote a sustainable timber in- 
dustry, whereas PL's consistent policy 
of over-cutting without regard for its 
neighbors, employees or ecosystems 
has resulted in the loss of jobs and 
massive watershed destruction." 
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The highlight of the trial was Judi's testimony, videotaped five weeks prior to her death in 1997. 


this complex puzzle, Judi's testimony 
brought it all together. She laid out 
what this case is all about: that the 
FBI's and OPD's baseless accusations 
and refusal to investigate were po- 
litically motivated, and that their 
agenda was to portray us as terror- 
ists, to falsely associate us with bombs 
and to undermine and neutralize our 
political agenda and organizing work. 
She also made the point that to this 
day, despite the fact that charges 
were ultimately not filed in the case, 
people still think of Earth First! as 
terrorists and still see her as the per- 
son who blew herself up with her 
own bomb. Our enemies in law en- 
forcement understand very well the 
power and compliance of the media. 

Judi's daughter, Lisa, who was nine 
years old in 1990, took the stand to 
relate how her family was affected. 
Though she was shielded from much 
of the agony, she said she was "ha- 
rassed about it all the time" at school. 
This bright and wry 21 -year-old is a 
strong reflection of her mother. 

Folksinger and political commen- 
tator Utah Phillips brought much- 
needed humor to the courtroom, 
even evoking a qualification to an 
FBI objection. The FBI attorney 
spouted "Objection — witness is nar- 
rating... not that we don't enjoy it..." 
But Phillips' satirical comments were 
the lighter side of his testimony that 
he had come to Judi's home two days 


before the bombing to talk about the 
difficulty in waging an expressly non- 
violent campaign of mass civil dis- 
obedience in the heated landscape 
of Northern California's timber coun- 
try. He explained that he became 
convinced, after hearing the ration- 
ales and plans, that we had a sound 
strategy. 


Cecelia Lanman, longtime forest 
activist and an author of the 1990 
Forests Forever initiative — Proposi- 
tion 130 — which crashed to defeat by 
a tiny margin after an aggressive cam- 
paign branded it the "Earth First! ini- 
tiative," testified that the association 
with bombs not only scared voters 
away, but "shattered" the coalition 
between Northcoast grassroots groups 
and mainstream organizations. 

Darryl spent four hours on the 
stand in the fifth week of the trial. 
He had a lot to answer for: the infa- 
mous 60 Minutes quote ("If I had a 
fatal disease, I would strap dynamite 
to myself and take out the Glen Can- 
yon Dam..."), the Earth Night poster 
(graphic from the book Ecodefense, 
urging "Go out and do something 
for the Earth... at night..."), his al- 
bum covers (cartoons depicting 
downing of powerlines and burning 
bulldozers) and his hilarious song, 
"Spike a Tree for Jesus," which he 
sang under oath. How this musical 
interlude came to be was that Sher 
used several of Darryl's songs 
to illustrate his advocacy of 
monkeywrenching, including "Bal- 
lad of the Lonesome Tree Spiker" 
and "This Monkeywrench of Mine 
(I'm Gonna Let it Shine)." Darryl 
continued on next page 


Cop Talk 
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OPD Lt. Mike Sims (center) is questioned by Tony Serra, attorney for the plaintiffs. 


by Uncle Ramon 

Cop talk. It was all cop talk. So, here 
are those things you need to know... 

A) It wasn't a bomb; it was a "po- 
tentially explosive device." 

B) A maimed Judi Bari wasn't pried 
out of her mangled Subaru, a cop 
"initiated extrication procedures." 

C) And FBI agents aren't "Agents;" 
they're "Special Agents." All of them. 
Apparently there are no "regular" 
agents or, presumably, any "Really- 


Super-Extra-Special" ones either. 

Finally, someone should have kept 
score on the number of times the 
defendants said "I don't recall," "I 
can't remember" or when vexed, "I 
really don't remember!" The best 
was saved for last when one blurted 
that, "I can hardly be expected to 
remember the entire panoply of 
events that occurred 12 years ago!" 
Panoply ? Typical cop; if you can't 
add an extra word or three, at least 
add an unnecessary syllable. 
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FBI attorney Joseph Sher (standing) confronts the plaintiffs' legal team. 


continued from previous page 
had wanted to sing part of his testimony to contextualize 
the irreverent political humor being brought before the 
jury out of context, but was monkeywrenched himself 
when his choices were limited to those three songs. So, 
the inflammatory "Spike a Tree" it was. Most jurors 
looked perplexed; two let small smiles escape. 

Maria Bee, Oakland's sharp and elegant African-Ameri- 
can attorney threw Darryl a zinger, pointing to the modeling 
of Redwood Summer after Mississippi Summer and the civil 
rights movement. She challenged, "You're not equating the 
destruction of the trees to the injustices done to Black people 
in the South, are you?" As the several people of color on the 
jury listened intently, Darryl gave his most cogent response, 
explaining that we sought to honor the civil rights struggle 
by striving to use similar tactics, ending with a biocentric 
spin about equal rights for all species. Bee pressed on during 
closing arguments, "How dare they compare themselves to 
those engaged in the civil rights struggle... What about the 
[firejhoses, the German shepherds?... It's a charade." 

Some of the most compelling testimony the jury heard 
during the closing week was the collection of media clips 
from the weeks after the bombing. The media had dutifully 
repeated the false accusations about terrorism, matching 
nails and the bomb location. Watching a sampling of the 
chronological clips was to witness the unfolding of an 
effective disinformation campaign. 

Other Witnesses 

We had dueling doctors, as well as dueling bomb experts. 
We heard an excruciatingly detailed account of Judi's inju- 
ries, describing a pelvis broken so severely that some bones 
were broken "into hundreds of pieces — too many to count," 
supported by X-rays displayed on a big screen for the jury 
from Dr. Peter Slabaugh, Judi's attending physician on May 
24, 1990. Though he treated Judi, he was never consulted by 
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the FBI’s "medical expert" who offered 
his opinion about the location of the 
bomb after looking at only some of the 
X-rays. Just like the "biostitutes" — wild- 
life biologists who testify for timber 
companies — the feds had their medical 
"expert" prostitute (meaning no insult 
to those in the sex industry), served up 
at $ 500 an hour at taxpayers' expense . It 
was enraging and painful to listen to 
this arrogant bastard who will be pock- 
eting about $ 10,000 for his testimony, 
discuss Judi's internal organs and exter- 
nal body parts in such an intimate way. 
He earned his fee by concluding that 
the bomb was in the back seat, as the 
§ feds asked him to do. In a surprise that 
| sent chills down the spine of those of us 
| in the audience (and likely the jury — 
I. particularly the women), attorney Bob 
Bloom displayed the shredded blue jeans 
£ Judi was wearing on May 24, while the 
| doctor was on the stand blithely opin- 
ing about the bomb being behind her. 

After nearly six weeks, closing argu- 
ments were delayed by qualified immu- 
nity arguments coming back before the court. Qualified 
immunity is the vehicle whereby law enforcement personnel 
are relieved of responsibility for their actions, and those 
arguments have been argued, decided, appealed and argued 
again countless times in the past 1 1 years. Incredibly, they 
were back at the 11th hour and Judge Wilkin dismissed two 
FBI agents from the case — so on the final day, the defen- 
dants decreased from nine to seven. 

Even the deliberation process was dramatic. The jury’s first 
request was for the text of the First and Fourth amendments 
of the Constitution, to which the government objected. 

Memorable Quotes from the Trial 

•"If I knew then what I know now, I would have 
said, 'I don't recall.'"— Frank Doyle, FBI 
•"Isn't it true, Ms. Pickett, that in the Earth First! 
Journal on the music page, there is a picture of a large 
rodent playing a monkeywrench? " — Dennis Barghaan, 
FBI counsel 

•"I have no recollection of anything I authored." 

— Phil Sena, FBI special agent 
•"If I had to investigate every group in California 
that theatened violence, I'd have to investigate the 
Republican Party, the Democratic Party, the Sierra 
Club..."— ibid. 

•"The horses would have fit right in." — Lisa Bari, 
when asked by FBI counsel if it couldn't have been 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police that searched 
her house and demolished the interior. 

•"I do not recall." — Sena, Doyle, Chenault, Sims, 
Riekes— oh heck, all the defendants, repeatedly 
•"...Shitterud..." (combo Chenault and Sitterud) 

— Bob Bloom, EF! counsel 


Wilkin then read the text of the amendments to the jury. 
Then, when our long-planned "Fiddle Down the FBI" rally 
marking the 12th anniversary of the bombing brought hun- 
dreds to the courthouse plaza, the FBI filed a motion to 
dismiss the whole case, charging that the departing jury was 
prejudiced by hearing Serra tell the assembled crowd to "pray 
for the jury... that they can come to an objective decision." 

At print time, the jury in the Judi Bari vs FBI trial wrapped 
up its 11th day of deliberation without rendering a verdict. 
The outcome of this trial is hugely important, particularly in 
light of the current moves to expand the power and privi- 
leges of the FBI. It is likely that had the new FBI guidelines 
been imposed a decade ago, this lawsuit would not be 
possible. As important as the verdict is, as we sit on the edge 
of our seats waiting for it, it is the whole process that is so 
very important. 

The fact that these FBI agents and Oakland cops were 
being held accountable, were being questioned on the 
stand by activist attorneys, were questioned at their 
depositions by Judi Bari herself, were having to answer 
the pointed questions and explain before the wide eyes of 


the jury the contradictions in their testimony is a victory. 
It is a victory that many who have previously been 
knocked around by FBI heavy-handed tactics have 
been unable to achieve, since most legal challenges are 
swept away by their immunity protections and the con- 
servatism of the courts. It is why I didn't want to miss a 
moment of the courtroom drama, and it felt like history 
being made — before the verdict. And it is why this case, as 
Judi always said, is not just about her, or Earth First!, but 
it is about the American Indian Movement, the Black 
Panthers, the Committee in Solidarity with the People of 
El Salvador, the Puerto Rican Independentistas, the 
Wobblies, Leonard Peltier — in fact, all revolutionaries, 
activists and freedom-loving people. 

To find out the verdict, which will undoubtedly come soon, 
call (510) 848-8724, (707)923-4949 orvisitwww.judibari.org. 

Karen Pickett is a long-time Earth First! organizer in California 
and was about as close to the car bomb explosion in 1990 as she 
could have been without being in the car. She is undergoing 
procedures to remove lies, slime and bugging devices from her brain 
after attending this trial. 


NCEF! Takes to the Trees Again 


Freshwater Creek, a 20,000-acre tributary to Humboldt 
Bay near Areata, California, has received more than its 
share of abuse from Pacific Lumber Company (PL) during 
the last 14 years. PL owns more than 75 percent of the 
watershed, and since 1987 it has logged roughly half of 
those holdings. This logging blitzkrieg has radically in- 
creased sedimentation in the lower reaches of the river, 
filling Humboldt Bay with mud. Stripping the forest 
canopy has reduced the ability of the watershed to filter 
rainfall and buffer the effects of large storms. The result 
has been increased flooding with higher and more rapid 
peak flows, as well as degradation of fish habitat. In fact, 
recent reviews by federal scientists suggest that five-year 
floods now happen in Freshwater Creek every two years. 
Studies by the US Forest Service's Redwood Science Lab 
calculated that if all logging was immediately suspended, 
it would take 13 years for the watershed to recover to a 
mature condition. Yet the Department of Forestry plans 
to allow PL to log 500 acres per year, and it projects the 
recovery rate to be less than one percent annually. 

That's why North Coast Earth First! and the Natural 
Guard have taken to the trees in the Freshwater water- 
shed again. Two new treesits have been created: one in 
a tree named Everlasting Life and another one in a 
nearby tree named Jerry — the usnea lichen also known 
as "old man's beard" reminded a climber of Jerry Garcia. 
Remedy, who sits in Jerry, has remarked that, "I am 
sitting in a tree that is older than capitalism, it does not 
deserve to be cut for corporate profits. " Another treesitter, 
Raven, recently left his perch in the tree named Zen at 
Grizzly Creek to make room for the marbled murrelet, 
an endangered seabird that nests in old-growth forests 
in the Summer. 

The Freshwater treesits are near the local Greenwood 
Heights road thus enabling support from nearby resi- 
dents. There is a rumor going around that PL may have 



Kickin' it, high in the trees of the North Coast 


logged its limit this year, but both treesitters report 
hearing chainsaws and trees falling in the distance. The 
Freshwater area was also the site of the more than two- 
year treesit by Nate Madsen in a 1,000-year-old red- 
wood tree named "Mariah" (see £F7/ March- April 2000). 
Local support and persistence paid off, as he waited 
until the Timber Harvest Plan (THP) expired in April 
2001, and Mariah was taken off the chopping block — 
hopefully for good. 

At the site of the Gypsy Mountain campaign in 
nearby Grizzly Creek south of Fortuna, (see £T//March- 
April 2002), the treesit in Aradia is going strong. Activ- 
ists there are seeking more committed long-term 
treesitters like Remedy and Raven. There is also support 
needed in the Mattole, as more THP's are approved and 
dry weather approaches. 

If the Heritage Tree Preservation Act passes in Califor- 
nia in November, old-growth trees like the ones occu- 
pied by Remedy and Raven will be protected. To help 
with this initiative, contact (213) 484-4474; 
www.ancienttrees.org. To support the Freshwater and 
Gypsy Mountain treesits contact North Coast Earth 
First!, (707) 825-6598. 
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here that we are introduced 
to the Ent known as 
Treebeard and his army of 
vengeful trees. Tolkien loved 
trees, and he was upset with 
their destruction most of all: 
"The savage sound of the 
electric saw is never silent 
wherever trees are still found 
growing. Every tree has its 
enemy, few have an advo- 
cate. In all my works, I take 
the part of trees as against all 
their enemies." 

Indeed, it would seem that 
this would be a good time for 
activists in the service of trees 
to make themselves known. 
Earth Firstlers discussed this 
very idea at this year's Orga- 
nizers' Conference. Be on the 
look out for Middle Earth 
Firstlers defending a forest near 
you. Harnessing Treebeard's 
popularity for saving wilder- 

‘Everii tree has its enemy , few have an advocate . £ ess is something tdat would 

J j’J have most assuredly made 

Tolkien smile. 

continued from page 11 As Tolkien saw it — it's the trees and the rest of us versus 

Middle Earth First! the machines. "All this stuff is mainly concerned with the 

Today the success of the movie version of The Lord of the fall, mortality and the machine. By the machine, I intend 
Rings continues to extend the reach of Tolkien's mythology, all use of external devices or even the use of inherent inner 
Galadriel, the elf queen of Lothlorien, sums up his message powers, with the corrupted motive of dominating and 
when she tells the Hobbit Frodo that, "Even the smallest bulldozing the real world. The machine is our more obvi- 
person can change the course of the future." Cate Blanchett, ous modern form. The enemy in successive forms is always 
who plays Galadriel in the film, comments on her character's concerned with sheer domination, and so the Lord of 
purpose: "She's handing on the torch to humankind, she's Machines. . . As the servants of the machines are becoming 
challenging the viewers to say what are you going to do with a privileged class, the machines are going to be enormously 
the Earth, we've had this paradise, so now you men — you more powerful. What's their next move?" 
humankind — have the responsibility of the Earth." fames Bell is a writer for Sustain, www.sustain.info, a non- 

The Two Towers, the second part of The Lord of the Rings, profit environmental communications firm. He recently launched 
is due out in theaters around the world in December. www.LastWizards.com, where one can find essays and inter- 
Anyone who recalls the story will remember that it is views on eco-defense, culture jamming and occult philosophy. 


‘Mi/ pofiticaf opinions bean more and more to 
anarchy (phdosophicaCfy understood, meaning 
abofition of controf not whiskered men with 
homhs)... T’here is onfy one bright spot and that 
is the growing habit of disgruntfed men of dyna- 
miting factories and power stations. 

—J.'R.'R. T’ jfkien 
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Turkey Attacks Movies at Video Store 

When Nancy Arena arrived at her video store 30 miles 
east of Buffalo, New York, in mid-April, she found the 
front window smashed and feathers and movie cases 
scattered everywhere. 

A police officer called to the scene discovered the 
culprit, a 12-pound tom turkey, wandering in the science 
fiction section. 

Arena says the episode "was kind of weird" because the 
turkey bashed into the hunting videos first — and left some 
droppings on them. 

Never Mind the Bollocks, 

Here's Sue Wooldridge... 

When Sue Ellen Wooldridge, a lawyer 
from the California attorney general's of- 
fice, was appointed to the post of deputy 
chief of staff for Secretary of the Interior 
Gale Norton, she had so little experience 
with Department of the Interior issues 
that she had to look up the website to see 
what the job responsibilities would be. 

But in early May, when discussing her 
qualifications for the job, Wooldridge told 
200 federal wildlife biologists, enviros and 
others gathered in Scottsdale, Arizona, 
that she was the only appointee who had 
ever castrated a sheep — with her teeth. 

Wooldridge, who grew up on a farm 
north of Sacramento, said that the "bite- 
them-off method" was a common way in 
her area to castrate lambs every Spring. 

"It does not appear to be particularly 
painful for the lambs," she said, adding 
that afterward, "You spit it out into a 
bucket and then someone will roll it in 
flour, and usually someone will cook them 
up to be eaten." 

Utility Buys Town to Avoid Lawsuits 

Two years after the Environmental Protection Agency 
accused an American Electric Power plant in Cheshire, Ohio, 
of violating the Clean Air Act, the company is solving at least 
some of its problems by buying the town for $20 million. 

The General James M. Gavin Power Plant has two of the 
world's largest coal-fired generating units and burns 25,000 
tons of coal per day. Its two 830-foot stacks periodically 
belch out a blue plume that leaves townspeople complain- 
ing of raspy throats, burning eyes, sore lips, mouth blisters 
and grime everywhere. 

During the next few months, all 22 1 residents of Cheshire 
will pack up and leave. The 90 homeowners there will get 
checks for about three times the value of their houses, and 
in return, they have signed pledges never to sue the power 
company for property damage or health problems. 

The deal, announced April 16, is believed to be the first by 
a company to dissolve an entire town to avoid the consider- 
able expense and public-relations mess of individual lawsuits. 


Coming to a Supermarket Near You: It's Mon- 
ster, the Featherless Frankenfowl 

In their ever-expanding search for profitable designer 
animals, scientists have now come up with a chicken that 
never needs to be plucked. The new featherless, red- 
skinned "bird" is designed to grow faster and contains less 
fat than normal chickens. 

This genetically modified monstrosity — the first of 
which was aptly named "Monster" — was created by 
Israeli genetics expert Avigdor Cahaner of the Rehovot 
Institute near Tel Aviv. He said it would grow faster in 
hot weather because it was not prone to overheating like 


normal chickens, whose growth rate drops when they 
get too warm. 

He also claims the birds produce leaner meat because 
a lack of feathers means less subcutaneous fat, and, 
"Farming them would be less damaging to the environ- 
ment, because poultry farmers would not have to use 
ventilation to prevent chickens from overheating." 

Elephants Bite Back 

On June 1, an Indonesian worker was trampled to 
death by five elephants. One of the elephants used its 
trunk to drag 23-year-old Sharifuddin Ghani from his 
home before the herd trampled him at a Malaysian oil- 
palm plantation in Temerloh. 

Ghani, who worked at the plantation, died soon after 
arriving at a hospital. 

Police said the elephants also tried to attack neighbors, but 
they escaped. The animals ran off into the nearby jungle. 
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Exploring the Culture of Make 


continued from page 15 

have copper wire, which means you've got to have mining 
which means you've got to have the infrastructure. You 
can't separate one piece of technology and hope that things 
are going to work. 

I ask people all over the country — and I think this a really 
important thing— if they think we are going to undergo a 
voluntary transition to a sustainable way of living, and 
eveiybody laughs. I had one person raise his hand and say 
"yes" and everybody looked at him, and he said, "Oh, 
voluntary? Of course not." 

It would be so wonderful if we weren't crazy and if we could 
actually try for some sort of soft crash. Yes, we'll be at the 
Stone Age, but we could sort of throttle down and come for 
a soft landing where we do things smart. 

That's one of the things that's really central to my work. 
Most of the individuals in our culture are crazy, and the 
culture as a whole is certainly crazy. 

One of the theses of A Language Older Than Words is 
that we have an entire culture suffering from complex 
post-traumatic stress disorder. We're incapable of form- 
ing relationships on both personal and social levels. 
If you've been traumatized, you come to believe that 
you've got to control your surroundings. You come to 


believe that all relationships are based on power, based 
on atomized individuals acting selfishly, as our econom- 
ics would have us believe. Our culture has a fundamental 
death urge, and unless it's stopped its going to kill 
everything on the planet. 

It would be wonderful if everyone was acting reasonably. 
If suddenly everyone woke up, we could throttle down and 
realize that instead of giving money to timber companies 
to cut down forests, we could give money to timber compa- 
nies to reforest. Sure, but it ain't gonna happen. 

I certainly fantasize about a soft landing, but I think we 
need to face what's going on. We need to look at history. 
What happens to communities that live sustainably? They 
get destroyed every single time by the dominant culture. 

TR: With such a huge concept to relate to people, what advice 
do you have about how we can articulate this and bring it home 
to the much wider audience that needs to hear it? 

DJ: I don't believe in arguing with people. If somebody 
says, "You know what? You are full of shit." Then I say, 


"OK, talk to you later." There is not enough time for me to 
waste. I'll present my position, and if they don't agree then 
that's fine. 

One thing that I feel very strongly about is to approach 
people where they are. You can always find an angle. It's 
like a friend of mine says, "A lot of environmentalists begin 
by wanting to protect a piece of ground, and they end up 
questioning the foundations of Western civilization." But 
it's not true that that is the only place you can start. You 
end up at the same place by asking the questions deeper 
and deeper. If you start questioning race issues you come 
down to the same place. 

One of the reasons I ended up questioning the founda- 
tions of Western civilization was my father — if his vio- 
lent behavior wasn't making him happy, why was he 
doing it? But another part of it was that I didn't want to 
enter the wage economy. I would go to a job I hated 
every day, and I would see my dogs lying on the grass. I'd 
come home from a job I hated, and they were still lying 
on the grass. I realized then that the entire reason for 
evolution was collies. They're the apex. I recognize that 
evolution is not hierarchical, but that's the apex. We all 
think that we're the top, but we're miserable. Ninety 
percent of the people I ask say they hate their jobs. That's 

a perfectly appropriate 
way to dive in, to say, 
"OK, so why do we have 
to have jobs? Why do we 
have to have a situation 
where so few people con- 
trol so much land?" You 
find out where people's 
concerns are, and then 
you see if you can relate 
the question of civiliza- 
tion to their concerns. 
When they finally get 
the big picture, that the Stone Age is the only sustainable 
endpoint, the implications seem so overwhelming to most 
people that they seem to have a hard time coping. They just 
want to shut that off right away as some sort of wild-eyed, 
ridiculous fantasy. It's not that they don't agree with the 
logic that got them there, it's just that they can't handle 
the implications. 

Well it's really hard to take in. I certainly sympathize 
with that position. The implications are huge. It's 6,000 
years of history. It’s big. 

We're painted into a hell of a corner, and I don't see any 
good options. If I saw good options, I would take them. 
That's what a lot of the Europeans that came over here did. 
They saw the good option and became "Indians." That's 
really not an option anymore. 

It takes big people to admit that we made big, big 
mistakes and to try to set them right. 

TR: One of the high points of the book seems to be the 
realization that our collective liberal dream — that we would 


We have an entire culture suffering 
from complex post-traumatic stress 
disorder. If you’ve been traumatized, 
you come to believe that you’ve got 
to control your surroundings. 


* 
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I have a friend whose brother demolishes buildings. 
One of the things he says is that when you take down 
a building you try to put the charges in just the right 
place to avoid taking down the surroundings. I think 
that’s a wonderful metaphor. We need to figure out 
where the charges go to take down a place. 


be able to make some adjustments here, better laws there, 
enforce them differently, and all of a sudden we have a 
healthy, happy, sustainable Earth free from genocide, slavery 
and rape — is completely ridiculous. Trying to work with that 
point and with the paradox that life is still good, how do we 
begin to take on dealing with things as particulars? What's 
the direction or the process that allows us to actually start 
bringing this down? 

DJ: When I ask how many people believe we are going 
to undergo a voluntary transformation and nobody ever 
answers yes, the next question should be, "What does 
that mean for our tactics?” The truth is we don't know 
because we don't talk about it. That's one of the things I 
want to do. We need to ask, "What do we want?" Do you 
want simply a place with fewer clearcuts, a place where 
the grizzly bears last another three generations before 
they go extinct? Do you want salmon to last another 20 
years? Do you want to have three square feet of glaciers on 
the planet? What is it that you want? So one of the things 
I want to do is shift discourse. 

The second thing of course is that I want to bring 
everything down. One of the things I think we need to 
realize is that the whole government-corporate entity, the 
whole culture, has been a culture of occupation. The first 
thing we need to do is to recognize and fully internalize the 
seriousness of the situation. Then we need to talk about it. 

I think we need to talk our way through accepting that 
it needs to come down, and then we need to start making 
it happen. How do you do that? I don't know. I need to 
write my next book. I do know that I have a friend whose 
brother demolishes buildings. One of the things he says is 
that when you take down a building you try to put the 
charges in just the right place to avoid taking down the 
surroundings. I think that's a wonderful metaphor. I've got 
three metaphors for you here. That's the first one. We need 
to figure out where the charges go to take down a place. 

Another one is Albert Speer, the armaments minister 
for the Third Reich, who said that the US carpet-bomb- 
ing program of Germany in World War II was not as 
effective as it could have been because they didn't look 


for bottlenecks. The example he gave is that they would 
blow up a tractor factory, which meant that they couldn't 
build tank engines. However, they didn't hit ball bearing 
plants, which would have meant that they couldn't have 
rebuilt the tractor factory. So I think we need to look for 
where the bottlenecks are in our culture, and we need to 
try and hit them. 

The third thing is that every morning I wake up, and I 
ask myself whether I should write or blow up a dam. So in 
the next book I'm going to write about how to take out a 
dam or even whether it's a good idea. There have been 
some salmon activists who don't encourage anybody to 
do that, because there's so much silt behind that it will 
destroy the river below, scour it out. I was saying this on 
a radio program, and some guy called in. He said that the 
Toutle River near Mount St. Helens was not only scoured 
by silt, it boiled, but in 10 years it came back. I need to 
write about that. 

It's a really important metaphor because no matter 
how you look at the future, it looks really bad. The 
options are that we continue with this destruction of the 
planet and the destruction of individual liberties, peoples 
and everything else. The people 50 years from now will 
say, "Where the hell are the salmon. I'm starving to 
death because you wanted cheap electricity for alumi- 
num cans." 

Another possibility is that we effect some sort of a 
breakdown which is going to be really nasty. There's no 
denying the fact that a breakdown of the US infrastructure 
will be unpleasant for many. 

I used to have this metaphor: We're locked in a room 
with this psychopath, and what are we going to do? But 
I don't think that's accurate. I think it's much more 
accurate to say there are five or six of us locked in this 
room with about 15 psychopaths who have guns, 
and there are about 150 people who are asleep. What 
are you going to do? I don't know what to do, but that's 
the question. 

The Culture of Make Believe, by Derrick Jensen, Context 
Books, 2002. 
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Running on 
Emptiness 

A 6oofc KoV\CW 

by Marcel Idels 

Running on Emptiness: The Pathology of Civilization, 
by John Zerzan, Feral House Publishing, 2002, 
www.feralhouse.com. 

On the cover of Runningon Emptiness, Derrickjensen writes, 
"John Zerzan is the most important philosopher of our time. 
All the rest of us are building on his foundation — of unmak- 
ing civilization." Jensen's contribution to the book is a 27- 
page interview he did in 1998 where we get to know Zerzan 
the person in a relaxed conversational dialogue. 

Zerzan has been a prolific writer on anarcho-primitiv- 
ism, the problems of technology, the pathology of our 
modern culture and the Unabomber, Ted Kaczynski. 

He spent 30 tumultuous years traversing radicalism in 
the US. Down and out for several years in the late '70s, 
Zerzan got back into writing when a friend told him, "I 
don't think the term revolution has meaning anymore." 

Running on Emptiness is an accumulation of his talent 
and persistence. The world is catching up with Zerzan, 
and his writings assume new poignancy. 

A tonic or a poison? Some of it is not easy reading. As 
Chellis Glendinning says, the book is "brilliant, stark, 
challenging, timely — a deliberate and delicious foreplay 
to nothing less than the erasure of civilization itself." 

Whatever you think, you'll be impressed by the vast 
array of insight and reference that Zerzan uses to plow 
through chapters on "The Failure of Symbolic Logic and 
Thought," "Time and Its Discontents" (worth the price of 
the book alone), "Against Technology," "Why I Hate Star 
Trek" and "Who is Chomsky?" Anarchist disregard for 
democracy is held back until the final page of the book. 

Zerzan argues that in understanding the primitive past 
we take the first step toward rejecting the pathological 



this answer is based on class privilege, on a wider set of 
options being open to me than to many others — but for 
right now I'm OK with my form of resistance, which is 
through cultural critique. For me, words are a better 
weapon to bring down the system than a gun would be," 
writes Zerzan. 

He cites many useful examples of how language, sha- 
mans, memory and especially technology have driven us 
into alienation from one another, nature and ourselves. 
When we removed ourselves from direct experience of 
the sensual world through language, time and reification 
(ascribing thing-ness to everything — acts, thoughts, feel- 
ings), he says, "We became less stimulated by our senses. 
The symbols for reality triumphed over the reality of 
experience itself, and we now consume the image of 
'living.' Life has passed into the stage of its representa- 
tion, a spectacle." 

Following Jean Jacques Rousseau and Paul Shepard, 
Zerzan argues that civilization and our disconnecting 
from nature retards the potential for human develop- 
ment and enlightenment. Not wholly a pessimist he 
writes, "Anti-civilization currents are growing in re- 
sponse to the psychic immiseration that envelops us. 
Thus symbolic life, the essence of civilization, comes 
under fire." 

The chapter on time is mesmerizingly easy to read. At 
the end of the chapter he asks, "Can we put an end to 


present and actualizing a future primitive. His main 
point is that humans lived pleasantly for a mil- 
lion years until they turned weird due to Ian- J 
guage, art, religion and agriculture. JJg 

Anarchist primitivist thought and action 3|| 

are intentionally provocative. Aspiring to aM’tefojja 
inform and enlighten with regard to J/ Tjlsv 
anthropological and archeological 
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time? Its movements can be seen as the master and 
measure of a social existence that has become 
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ineous and immediate, 
nore clearly reveals its 
ienation. Divided life 
iced by the possibility 
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causes of that divi- 
sion: civilization.” 
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Oregon, where the rate of suicide among teenagers has 
increased 600 percent since 1961.” He writes, "I find it hard 
to see this as other than youth getting to the threshold of 
adulthood and society and looking out, and what do they 
see? They see this bereft place. We're seeing the crisis of our 
youth's inner nature, the prospects of complete dehuman- 
ization, linking up with the crisis of outer nature which is 
obviously ecological catastrophe... and it's so greatly urged 
along by the movement of technology." 

Zerzan covers a wide array of history and subject matter. 
As you become familiar with his terminology, the reading 
gets easier, more compelling and draws one into reflec- 
tion and discovery. These are the issues of our lives and 
times. And they are the issues that are so hard to find 
information on, so hard to talk to anyone about. 

My question is: What good is it? 

Running on Emptiness makes the possibility of real 
change seemingly impossible, since to get all the way to 
a non-symbolic world is far more difficult than to get to 
an ecologically sustainable world (be it socialist, agrar- 


ian or post-apocalyptic). The goal of a primitive exist- 
ence is ultimately worthy, but the goal is no more the 
tactic in this scenario than it is with recycling or food 
co-ops. Everywhere people hide in lifestyle delusions 
thinking that somehow the "big change" will happen 
everywhere peacefully, with little suffering and not 
much effort. 

There is little in this book which is of use for the 
revolution that must happen. Nor is there enough on the 
transition to primitivism after the revolution — the period 
when armed masses could destroy the environment faster 
than industrialists did. 

A much longer version of this book review was originally 
published at www.bluegreenearth.corn. 

Marcel Idels is a prolific, anonymous, pseudonymous writer 
on the topics that delineate cutting-edge radical warnings and 
prescriptions ranging from phony drug wars to the "Third Bush 
Coup" and the imminent military takeover of the world. He 
lives in northern California when not on a rescue mission 
against the lies of the Empire. 


Primitivism — An Illusion with No Future 


by Snowball 

Primitivism — An Illusion with No Future, by Steve Booth, 
available for three dollars from News from Nowhere, POB 
10384, Eugene, OR 97440. 

Primitivism — An Illusion with No Future is part of a new 
critical look from anarchists on the ideas of primitivism. 

Steve Booth has been involved with Green Anarchist 
projects since the early '90s and has written several 
other books, including City Death, Even Eden and Into the 
'90s. Booth was one of 
three writers involved 
with the Green Anarchist 
newspaper who was 
sent to prison for "con- 
spiracy to incite persons 
unknown to criminal 
damage" during the in- 
famous GAndALF trials 
in 1997. 

Here he takes a look at 
what primitivism is and 
what a primitivist be- 
lieves in, looking at their 
ideas on progress, their 
use of anthropology and 
the problems inherent 
in primitivist philoso- 
phy. Booth also looks at 
the Unabomber and the cult of personality surrounding 
Ted Kaczynski. 

On the subject of primitivism's origins in modernism 
and post modernism Booth looks at its ideas of alienation 
and crisis, including Herbert Marcuse and his generally 
depressing look at the world. Booth also takes to task 
primitivism's lip service to the rejection of ideology in 
theory but not reality. 


In "Twilight of the Idols," the author takes a very close 
look at the ideas of some of the more infamous writers on 
the subject. He examines John Zerzan's rejection of tech- 
nology, language, art and symbols and its origins in the 
ideas of Marcuse. Then he turns his gaze on the 
Unabomber, and from there the views of John Moore and 
his move away from primitivism for his own ideas of 
anarcho-futurism. 

The chapter on the 10 principal themes of primitivism 
debunks some of the ideas such as civilization, anthropology, 

spirituality, mass society 
and leftism, zero work, 
technology and ideology. 

Personally, I found this 
pamphlet very funny with 
its cartoons and Booth's 
style of writing. He makes 
many important points on 
the problems of primitiv- 
ism, though I found some 
of the personal axe grind- 
ing a bit hard to take and 
rather unnecessary in this 
well-written and re- 
searched booklet. 

This isn't going to put 
many people off their 
primitivist ideas, but I 
hope it will at least make 
them think a little harder about what world they want to 
create. I'd recommend this booklet to anyone with an 
interest in the whole primitivist debate. It's important 
because it comes from a green anarchist and contains ideas 
that have too often been co-opted by primitivists. 

Snowball likes to garden and hates capitialism, misan- 
thropy and identity pimps and is a green anarchist living 
somewhere in Cascadia. 
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Compassion is a Crime: Federal Grand 
Jury Harasses Allison Lance Watson 



who break environmental regulations 
and those who unlawfully abuse ani- 
mals and ecosystems are ignored as the 
government targets peaceful opponents 
of these atrocities. This only makes 
sense if it is understood that these gov- 
ernment agencies are representing not 
the people, not the environment and 
not the animals — but those who abuse 
the people, the animals and the envi- 
ronment. Compassion is a crime in a 
nation where profits dictate govern- 
ment action," stated Allison. 

Her husband, Captain Paul 
Watson of the Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society, believes 
that the only reason Allison is 
being harassed is because of the 
embarrassment that the opposi- 
tion to the Makah whale hunt 
caused the government. He said, 
"They were very angry at not 
getting convictions on the 
charges against people for dis- 
rupting the slaughter of a whale. 
The publicity that this whale 
^ hunt generated was a real em- 
| barrassment for government 
§ agencies, especially the Coast 
| Guard, National Marine Fisher- 
sc ies Service and the FBI. US Attor- 
| ney Susan Rowe was directly 
1 involved in harassing those who 
n opposed the whale killing." 

1 Sugarman was able to nego- 
| tiate a change of date and venue 
= for Allison to give handwriting 
| samples. She will provide the 
v samples on May 30 in Califor- 
nia, so she won't have to travel 
Watson a g a i n to Seattle. After that, the 
US Attorney does not plan to call her 
to testify, although the term of the 
grand jury investigation does not ex- 
pire until next year. "This is just one 
more example of how the US govern- 
ment is abusing activists because they 
dare to speak out about what's right," 
said Sugarman. 

Please send donations for Allison 
Lance Watson's legal defense to Stuart 
Sugarman, 3430 SE Belmont, Ste 101, 
Portland, OR 97214-4247. 

Elliot Grassley has followed grand jury 
harassment of activists for years from her 
forest lair in Cascadia. 


her. Sugarman is the co-chair of the 
litigation committee for the Portland 
chapter of the National Lawyers Guild 
and a critic of the grand jury process. 
Recently, he successfully represented 
two other activists faced with grand 
jury subpoenas: Mary Fanelli and 
Craig Rosebraugh. 

Allison returned to Seattle on April 
25 as requested and was presented 
with yet another subpoena, which 
demanded that she return on May 8 


Allison Lance 

for further handwriting tests. She 
did not appear before the grand jury 
that day; instead she provided a writ- 
ten statement saying that she was 
invoking her First and Fifth Amend- 
ment rights. 

Allison refuses to accept that a grand 
jury should be allowed to question her 
without legal representation and with- 
out telling her the purpose. She did not 
know if she was the target of the grand 
jury, or if she was a witness in the 
investigation of another person. "In 
this country, terrorism against animals 
and against nature is escalating. Those 


by Elliot Grassley 


Upon arriving in a California harbor 
on board the Sea Shepherd ship Farley 
Mowat on April 6, Allison Lance 
Watson was served with two subpoe- 
nas. The first ordered her to appear as 
a witness before a federal grand jury in 
Seattle, Washington, on April 17. The 
other subpoena ordered her to submit 
to fingerprinting. 

Allison Lance Watson has been an 
outspoken activist for animals 
for many years — advocating 
the elimination of vivisection, 
opposing the fur trade and 
the abuse of animals. While 
the subject matter of this par- 
ticular grand jury investiga- 
tion has been kept a secret 
from Allison, she appears to 
be a target due to her political 
beliefs and activism. 

Politically motivated grand 
juries have been used through- 
out US history to harass and 
intimidate social and political 
movements. Targets of grand 
jury repression include the 
Black Panther Party, American 
Indian Movement and the 
Puerto Rican Independence 
Movement, as well as the ani- 
mal rights and environmental 
movements. Witnesses called 
to testify before federal grand 
juries do not have the right to 
legal counsel inside the pro- 
ceedings nor the right to take 
the Fifth Amendment unchal- 
lenged. Witnesses who do rely 
upon their Fifth Amendment rights 
may be forced to take immunity, at 
which time they must answer all ques- 
tions asked or be subject to imprison- 
ment on contempt charges. 

In the courtroom on April 17, 
Allison was served with a third grand 
jury subpoena which ordered her to 
provide a handwriting sample. Assis- 
tant US Attorney Susan Rowe in- 
formed Watson that since she had yet 
to retain counsel, her testimony in 
front of the grand jury would be de- 
layed. Allison then hired Oregon at- 
torney Stuart Sugarman to represent 
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Pushing Through the Pavement, Reaching for the Surface 


a View from Inside 


by Andrew Stepanian 

I spent most of the morning curled 
over, sick to my stomach from last 
night's meal (or lack thereof) of pick- 
led cabbage. Here in jail you lose many 
of the things you take for granted in 
the outside world. Here, happiness is 
as rare a commodity 
as natural light. To 
see the sky out of 
the jail's west win- 
dow you must kneel 
down and look up 
past five stories of 
concrete before you 
can get a glimpse of 
blue. In here you 
cannot see any veg- 
etation — no trees, 
no flowers, no grass — just concrete, 
steel and the 50 or so heartbroken 
men that inhabit this unit. 

I write this as a prisoner to my 
convictions — my personal ideologi- 
cal convictions, not my criminal con- 
victions. My charge of Obstruction of 
Governmental Administration is a 
charge that almost never carries a jail 
sentence and is an amorphous charge 
given to political protesters when 
other charges cannot fit the prosecut- 
able jigsaw puzzle. Upon my sentenc- 
ing, I was told by the judge that I 
participate in a level of activism not 
welcomed in our society, and due to 
this participation, particularly in the 
Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty 
(SHAC) campaign, I was given the 
maximum sentence. 

It is very hard to write this state- 
ment to my sisters and brothers in 
the struggle for liberation and not 
feel heartbroken. In writing this I 
have to rehash many moments I have 
tried hard to repress, particularly 
being beaten and hospitalized at the 
hands of detectives Rotherwill and 
Barrone of the Garden City Police. 
My stomach sours when I think that 
it is I, and not they, who sits in jail. 
At times I question my optimism, 
question if in fact I can take any 
more of this. I question if my spirit 
and mind have the strength to keep 


pushing the envelope, and each day 
my questions have answers. Those 
answers are always yes! 

Today's answer came as I looked out 
that same west window at the gray and 
black macadam and blacktop. The gray 
has been interrupted with a spot of 
green. With a closer look, I can see that 
a dandelion has 
pushed its way 
f upward through 

? some six inches of 

© 

| pavement to greet 
^ the surface. 

I Dandelions and 
J weeds have been la- 
beled the vermin of 
^ plant species, much 
like mice and other 
rodents have been 
labeled among animal species. Per- 
ceived as pests, humans take mea- 
sures to eradicate these species from 
their urban settings with weed kill- 
ers, rat poisons, etc. Yet, why do the 


humans never win? Where does the 
"pest's" resilience come from? 

As I look at this dandelion, I am 
amazed that it had found this flaw in 
the pavement, pushed with all its life 
upward, through the crack and toward 
the surface. I am amazed that it can live 
in what it must perceive to be an ocean 
of pavement— cold and devoid of life, 
nothing but black and gray. With the 
dandelion's growth, the crack will grow 
bigger and the seeds it will sow will 
yield a bloom of more. 

To see that dandelion prosper in 
such harsh elements, makes me real- 
ize that my current situation in jail 
pales in comparison. While I look at 
the dandelion, a family in Honduras 
endures far worse conditions making 
garments in a starvation-wage sweat- 
shop. This family is just one of thou- 
sands, guilty of no wrong doing, who 
are prisoners forever indebted to their 
employer. They do not run for fear 
continued on next page 


Eagle Creek Activists Served with Grand Jury Subpoenas 

June 4 will bring the next chapter in the continuing law enforcement 
attempt to disrupt and defame Portland's forest activist community. 
Grand jury subpoenas have been served to at least four Portland residents 
to testify on that date regarding the torching of a logging truck last year. 
On June 1, 2001, one of several incendiary devices ignited and a log hauler 
was ruined. No arrests in connection with the case have been made. 

At the time of the fire, activists at the nearby Eagle Creek blockade and 
treesit denied any connection between their three-year public campaign 
and the arson. Nonetheless, at least three of the activists called to testify had 
been involved in the now successful Eagle Creek campaign. One of those 
called had served for years as a spokesperson for the campaign. One is a 
mother of four. Two of the people subpoenaed are a mother and son. The 
activists have decided to keep their names out of press reports at this time. 

Some people have speculated that the grand jury hearings are largely a 
stunt staged by stymied law enforcement officials to satisfy media-hungry 
politicians. Said one activist familiar with the situation, "Senator Ron 
Wyden is considering supporting some half-baked forest legislation before 
this Fall's elections. His idea of balance is to spend an equal amount of press 
time deriding 'eco-terrorism.'" 

With no investigation work visible on the case for nearly 10 months, 
the subpoenas seem out of place. In April, public pressure and direct 
action led by the Cascadia Forest Alliance culminated in the complete 
withdrawal of all units planned for the Eagle Creek Timber Sale (see EF!J 
May-June 2002). Despite the overwhelming public support for protec- 
tion, Forest Service officials have threatened to rework and resubmit 
some units for sale in the future. 



June-July 2002 Earth First! Page 55 



without action, we will remain 
trapped under the pavement. Too 
often, people are concerned about 
leaving their "comfort zone" when 
taking actions for the Earth and its 
animals, but in order for there to be 
progress, we must learn to feel un- 
comfortable with the things we do. 

A diversity of tactics will help our 
struggle advance and crumble this 
sea of pavement. I would encourage 
everyone to step up their involve- 
ment two times. If you only feel 
comfortable writing letters, then at- 
tend a protest or rally. If you only 
feel comfortable attending demon- 
strations, then take to the night and 
commit an act of nonviolent eco- 
nomic sabotage or liberate an animal 
from torture. 

Too often I speak to friends and 
comrades who are enraged with my 
jailing and have prioritized my im- 
prisonment as an issue they must take 
action against. Do not be enraged with 
my imprisonment — be enraged with 
continued from previous page our movement's resolve to abolish the suffering in the world and take 
their children will starve. They do not suffering. When I visualize a beagle at action against that suffering. I do not 
organize for fear of being lynched by HLS, the beautiful and docile creature want to be viewed as a hero or a martyr 
union busters. These families are pris- she is, the immense pain and suffer- to the movement, but rather as a regu- 
oners, slave laborers to capitalism. ing in her expression or behind her lar kid who wants very much to ac- 
While I stare at this dandelion, the eyes, or in the way she cries out to complish his goals, 
entire natural environment is being deaf ears when in pain, I realize that Each night before I fall asleep I 
pillaged by capitalism. All life is being jail is a joke. Jail is nothing more than think of my heroes, the people who 
commodified, every resource, every a hurdle in our struggle for liberation, give me the strength to take on an- 
plant, every animal, every humyn. The and I will exit here this Summer with other day in j ail . The Plowshares, the 
Earth itself is an organism and global a resolve 10 times as strong as before Black Panthers, Mumia Abu-Jamal 
capital is consuming its very organs — to battle HLS. and the brothers and sisters of MOVE, 

eating the fragile biomes that pump That dandelion has taught me a valu- Harriet Tubman, Nelson Mandela, 
life to larger ecosystems. able lesson. Never doubt the power the masked crusaders of the Earth 

While I stare at this dandelion, one individual can have to conquer Liberation Front and the Animal Lib- 
countless animals are tortured, en- what appears to be unimaginable goals, eration Front, the activists who pen- 
slaved and murdered for profit. I know that anyone who may read this etrated HLS on April 1, 2001, and 
Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS) is a is another person capable of bettering rescued 14 beagles, SHAC, the Mod- 
prime example of capitalism's wrath the world if they apply themselves. ern Times Collective, Anti-Capitalist 
on the animal nations. As I write Today's climate of activist repres- Convergence, Animal Defense 
this, 70,000 animals are listlessly sion makes us all feel like weeds be- League, my best friend, my beloved 
confined to cages, wading in puddles neath six inches of pavement. The girlfriend and most of all the heroes 
of their own blood and vomit, with government's repression is their at- who broke into Marshal Farms deliv- 
no heat or enrichment, inadequate tempt to suffocate our struggles for ering 30 pups and 10 ferrets to free- 
food and water, and no anesthetics liberation. Our actions serve to break dom. They are all my heroes. They, 
to quell their immense pain and suf- through the pavement they have laid by their very existence, are acting to 
fering. All of these atrocities make down so we may breach the surface, tear apart the vast dead sea of 
up the reality of an animal impris- Once there, we may begin to sow the pavement to sow the seeds of com- 
oned at HLS, a reality all in the name seeds of compassion and grow more passion and cultivate the garden of a 
of toxicology and biotech testing. crops through the broken perfora- better tomorrow. 

When I see the suffering that capi- tions of pavement, much like the For more information, visit 
talism inflicts on our world's peoples, dandelion has. With time, the lone www.freeandy.org. To send letters, 
its enrichment and its animals, I see weed can transform the black sea of write to Andrew Stepanian, B1A1,NCC 
that in comparison I am very lucky, pavement to a flowering garden. 02001777, c/o Nassau County Correc- 
My jailing will not deter my resis- Our actions breach the pavement tions, 100 Carman Ave., East Meadow, 
tance to suffering, nor will it deter and lead us toward liberation, but NY 11554-1160. 
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My jailing will not 
deter my resistance to 
suffering... When I 
visualize a beagle at 
HLS, the beautiful and 
docile creature she is, 
the immense pain 
and suffering in her 
expression or behind 
her eyes, or the way she 
cries out to deaf ears 
when in pain, I realize 
that jail is a joke. 




Remember several key points while you’re planning for this year's rendezvous. First, we will be in the mountains at 
about 46° N latitude, so it can rain at any time. Be prepared with raingear, and wool and/or polypro clothing (cotton 
will stay cold and wet). There will be mosquitoes! Bring your favorite toxic (more effective) or non-toxic (less effec- 
tive) insect repellent. Consider bringing a headnet and a tent (heavier) or bednet (smaller, lighter) to sleep under. The 
site will be completely separate from parking; you will not be able to sleep in your car. Expect to hike a couple of 
miles into the site. Make sure you bring warm things to sleep in and ways to keep off the rain. Finally, unlike previous 
RRRs you may have been to, there will be no community kitchen at this event. You must bring food for yourself and 
your affinity group and means by which to cook it. 

Minimal personal items: Additional items that would be helpful: 

♦Lots of insect repellent •Compass for hiking, actions, games and learning 

•Sunscreen, hat »Maps 

•Sturdy boots ‘Extra tarps, picks, shovels for site setup and restoration 

•Wool or polypro, hat, socks, long underwear •Camo clothing (avoid cotton) for actions and games 

•Rain-jacket or poncho, pants if you got ’em ‘Basic first aid kit for yourself and others 

•Tarp or tent to sleep on/under ‘Work gloves and latex ones 

•Bedding and ground cloth ‘Condoms, dental dams, etc., just in case 

•Flashlight or headlamp 

•Food for yourself and companions for a week What to leave at home: 

•Camp stove (rocket, twig “zip” or fossil fuel) *Your dog (dogs may be eaten by the really 

♦Cooking gear primitivist/abo contingent). 

•Personal cup and spoon 

•$25 to cover a great week of training and fun Directions: 

•Bandana or mask for games Cali 541-683-1645. 

♦Writing materials 


snips). We could use loans of safety glasses, welding gloves, 
brazing goggles (#5 or #6 lens) or other welding safety gear. 

Video Activism, 3-5 days: Using a camera, Various scenar- 
ios for video activism (security, documentation, research, 
archival, street, backcountry, conference/classroom, court, 
school/laboratory, alternative media/public outreach). Please 
bring video cameras if you can. May be limited to approxi- 
mately 6 people. 

Workshops in 

Development: We _ _ _ _ 

don’t have the space yy || ^ 

to list all the infor- * 

mation people have t., 

r , The section you are now n 

sent about t e work- rendezvous site. As you ca 

s ops they re p an now reading. That is becai 

nmg. Some work- 
shops already in a j The site is so secret, ev 

evelopment. i - ^ where wc put our cam 

Trees, GE Foods, , ™, u . . ... , 

’ _ . c) The site is still under si 

Creative Resistance, d) ^ mosquit oe.s were s 

Jews Against the wjspy husk of hef forme ,. , 

ccupation o e ) co n ec tj ve eschew? 

Palestine, Domestic f) choices choiceS) chojc 

Violence in Radical E F!ers ^ suckers fof , 

Communities and 

Musical and Tactical So when you n£ar sw 

workshops. There we’ll give you the secret d 

will also be a work- 

shops center where • -i ‘im, 

folks who plan to JUol Qcl ywl 

teach at the ren- directions:541-683-1( 

dezvous are invited 
to post information 


about their tracks and workshops. More info is available 
online at www.earthfirstjournal.org. 

Evening events and entertainment are also being planned. 
Expect a performance by the Infernal Noise Brigade, and a 
Crusty Old Time Fiddle/Banjo contest on Friday, July 5. 
See ya in Cascadia! 


whoa, where’s the map 

The section you are now reading is where you would normally expect to see a map to 
rendezvous site. As you can see there is no map to the rendezvous site in the section you 
now reading. That is because (pick one or more): 

a) The site is so secret, even we don’t know where it is yet. 

b) Where we put our camp depends on where they want to log next month. 

c) The site is still under snow. 

d) The mosquitoes were so thick the person we sent to make a map has been reduced to 
wispy husk of her former self. 

e) This collective eschews fossil fuels, so the person who’s making the map isn't back yet. 

f) Choices, choices, choices, they make our little heads spin. 

g) EFlers are suckers for secrets. 


So when you get near SW Washington, call 541-683-1645. Give us the secret password and 
we’ll give you the secret directions. 

just get ‘yerself to cascadia and call us 

di rections :541 -683-1 645/directions:541 -683-1 645/directions:541 -683-1 645 
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announcements 

Are you organizing an event that you think people around the world should know about? Send your 
announcements to the Earth First! Journal. Deadlines: Lugnasadh-June 2 O/Mabon- August 5 
Earth First! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 


A Anarchist Black Cross North American Conference 

July 26-28 • Austin, Texas 

\ 1 This conference will bring together organizers to net- 

work around issues of prisoner support, prison abolition 
'A I m and anti-authoritarian struggle, as well as founding an 

fcSWfl. ^ M Anarchist Black Cross Network. We invite all those inter- 
estec * in creat i n g local groups and in building a strong, 
mlm autonomous movement. 

There will be discussions, panels, teach-ins and work- 
/ 4 shops; ABC film series; social events for informal chatting and 

networking. Invited speakers include: Lorenzo Kom'boa Ervin, 
former Black Panther and author of Anarchism and the Black Revolution; 
Chris Plummer, former political prisoner and anarchist; Ernesto Aguilar, 
Anarchist People of Color. 

For more information, contact Austin Anarchist Black Cross, POB 19733, 
Austin. TX 78760: www.anarchistblackcross.org. 


Southern Appalachian 

Biodiversity Project Road 
Reduction Workshop 

June 29-30 

Hotsprings, North Carolina 

Come and learn the strategies 
and skills you need to challenge 
road construction and recreational 
vehicle use on national forests. 

For more information, contact 
Southern Appalachian Biodiversity 
Project, POB 3141, Asheville, 
NC 28802; (828) 258-2667; 
info@sabp.net; www.sabp.net. 



For more info., contact 
POB 1582, Portland, ME / i/l 

04104; resist207@riseup.net. 


Since 1992, the UK Earth First! Sum- 
mer Gathering has been a space for 
everyone involved or interested in eco- 
logical direct action, from around Brit- 
ain and abroad, to come together, learn 
new skills and discuss ideas and plans for 
action. This year's gathering is being held 
on a beautiful site in the Westcountry. We are a diverse 
community with a wide range of approaches to our 
action, and there should be plenty to interest and inspire 
you, whether you have been active for years or are 
completely new to it all. 

For more information about this exciting summer 
extravaganza, contact Earth First! Summer Gathering, 
summergathering2002@yahoo.co.uk; 
www.eco-action.org/gathering. 
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Concerned Singles 


links compatible, socially conscious 
singles who care about 
the Earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • AH Ages 
Straight/Gay • Since 1984 

FREE SAMPLE 

Box 444-EF, Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
® 413-445-6309 
www.concernedsingles.com 


> 


BLACK CAT 
DISTRO 


it 


Purveyors of fine books, magazines, booklets, 
videos, t-shirts, and buttons; distributing only the 
best in animal liberation, radical environmentalism, 
anarchist and anti-capitalist informational products. 
For the latest catalogue send a buck to the address 
below or email otter @tao.ca. 


P.O. Box 3673, Courtenay, B.C. V9N 7P1, Canada 


A nonprofit, tax-exempt organization which 
funds environmental education media. Donations 
and funding proposals can be sent to: 

Earth Defense Education Project 
POB 3023 j q jjPf 

Tdcson AZ 85702 


Note: If you would like your contribution to go to the 
Earth First! Journal, please note it with your donation. Thank you. 


You Make the Call! 

Support the Earth First! Journal with every long-distance 
call you make. Sign up for Affinity Long Distance and 
get top-quality service, competitive rates and the 
satisfaction of knowing that five 
percent of your bill goes to this 
i enviro-rag each month. To sign 

up, contact (510) 644-2778; 
Steve@InternetAddress.com. 


Green Anarchy Tour 2002 

destroying civilization on 
this stolen land 

Music«Videos , 

Spoken Word*Slideshows 


info: gatour02@yahoo.com 
greenanarchy.org/tour 
Green Anarchy magazine: $3 to 
POB 11331, Eugene OR 97440 


>\ 

C 

O 

c 

</) 


If You're Concerned About 
the Future of Our Planet. 



www.ema8aiine.com 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip. 


.Country. 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription O $40 Surface Mail, International 

O $30 Regular Rate ($25 low income) O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope O $50 Air Mail, International 

O $40 First Class (US $, no foreign checks) 

O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ DONATION 

O Send me a free 20th Anniversary issue of the Journal with my subscription 


Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 


Credit Card Orders 


circle one: Visa / MC 
Exp. date 
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uversity of Alabama E 
•B 860997, Tuscaloosa, . 
•eaxthfirst@antisocial.coj 


IS fm Milwaukee PMB 420, Chicago, 

' azone^azontorg 

Red Gate Er! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, 1L 60655 
(773) 2S8-057S; friehds@enteract.com 

913ljh|llinois Ave, Carbondale, IL 62901 
18^549-7387; harvett827@aol.com 
Th<gJ|rokedowns/Elgfn Food Not Bombs 
308^Stlt|jt #15, Elgirr, 8 TL 60123 
(847) 931-9054; 

thebrokedovvns@thebrokedowns.com 


B aa Wildlands Museum 

14988, ^Tempe, AZ 85285 

POB 91 1, Flagstaff, - AZ 86002 
(928) 213-9507; fiagact@tnfoma 


Mi MVVJVtl • 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
az_earth_first@hotmail.com 


Boxcar Books and Commmunity Center 
310A S Washington StJBIoomington, 

IN 47401 m %s 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 

Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
Kekionga EF! 

1015 W Creighton St, Fort Wayne, IN 46807 
Solidarity Books 

860 Virginia Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46203 
(317) 822-8004, 
solidaritybooks@yahoo.com 
KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
) (913) 461-8583 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

5089 Fox Hill Rd, Athens, ME 04912 


Wildfire Infoshop 

POB 23552, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
wildfireinfoshop@yahoo.com 


wildfireinfoshop@yahoo 


•omotions 


Two Rivers EF! 

POB 185, Piney Point, MD 20674 
tworiversef@doityourself.com 


Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St Apt 31, Boston, MA 02215 
(617) 859-8155 

Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 
POB 43, Lawrence, MA, 01642 
(978) 687-2909; lgi@igc.org 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 


Lost Cause Collective 
POB 237, Marquette, MI 49855 
(906) 228-7074; 

lostcausecollective@hotmail.com 

Popular Power 

POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685 


Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
CORE Infoshop 

2235 Central Ave, St. Petersburg, FL337! 
(727) 827-2673; core@core-info.org 

B ville/Ichetucknee EF! 

C, 1021 W University Ave, 
ville, FL 32601 
73-0010 
soup Collective 
Orange Ave, Orlando, FL 32806 
(407) 999-7700 
GEORGIA 

Kattiah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 

lbothills@katuah.org 

HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 


Boundary Waters EF! 

7908 Minnetonka Blvd, St. Louis Park, MN 55426 
(612) 719-7000; smgbecker@aoI.com 
Church of Deep Ecology 

S B 580407, Minneapolis, MN 55458 
2) 362-3387; 

chtiTchofdeepecology@hotmail.com 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Loon Antics EF! 

POB 666, Cass Lake, MN 56633 
wanderingaia@onebox.com 


Confluence /St. Louis IMC 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-0322 

Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205 

(573) 443-6832 
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rectory 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mtn. Grove, MO 65711 
MONTANA 

Wild Rockies EF \/Wild Rockies Review 
POB 1742, Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 549-8863; wref@wildrockies.org 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

205 N Mears, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 
NF.W 1ERSEY 
Green Vigilance 

46 E Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 452, Las Vegas, NM 87701 

NEW YORK 

Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY 13902-6000 

(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 

Project Harmony 

216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Croatan EF! 

POB 872, Moyock, NC 27958 
French Broad EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

(828) 253-1103; mountainfaction@cs.com 

Mountain Eco-Collective 

Warren Wilson College, CPO Box #6238, 

POB 9000, Asheville, NC 28815 

Rustic Revolt 

112 Barricuda St, Moyock, NC 27958 
(252) 662-2878 
Uwharrie Earth First! 

POB 561, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
(919) 942-5205; bisonl2@hotmail.com 
NORTH DAKOTA 

Unci Maka Uonihanpo (Honor Mother Earth) 

POB 29, Ft. Yates, ND 58538 

treeeyes@westriv.com 

OHIO 

Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
OREGON 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; cfa@spiritone.com 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; 
forestdefenders@tao.ca 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
POB 495, Carnegie, PA 15106 
TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 



TEXAS 
Dallas EF! 

POB 820872, Dallas, TX 75382 
EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1 Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 


There is an international Earth First! 
website at: www.eco-action.org/ef/ 


EF! Australia 


POB 1059, Maleney, Qld 4552 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
Rainforest Information Centre 


Anand Skaria 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 


Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok, POB 229 Patna-800 001 Bihar 


Green Action Israel 


POB 4611, Tel-Aviv, 61046 



Projects & 

Campaigns 


IftllCI 




Do or Die 


16Sholebroke Ave, Leeds, LS7 3HB 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.nfit 


There are also a number of other anarchist/revolu 


tionary groups and projects. Fora list or for general 
news from the UK, contact: 


Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0) 41 636 1924 
Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South St, St. Andrews, 
Fife, KY16 9Q 
01334-477411 


c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury PI, Brighton, East 


Earth Action! 


Sussex, BN2 2GY 


doordtpC4yahoo.co.uk 
EF! Action Update 
POB 487, Norwich, NR2 3AL, 

0160-32 19811; efactionupdate@bigfoot.com 
Leeds EF! c/o CRC 


Bioenginee 
ban@tao.ca; www.ta 
Cold Mountain, Cold 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59 
(406) 728-0867; cm 
EF! Direct Action Fund Ca 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 | 
tel/fax (925) 376-7329 - 
End Corporate Dominance 1 
HCR 82, Fossil, 0^7830 
(541)468-2028 : * 

Warrior Poets Sg>6ietj|, 
POBMS01;.Ber&fey,TltejBl2 M 


mtth Liberation Ffo^f £ 
w#w.ecirthliberatiofifr(TO.cori»-; 

North American ALF Press Office 
POB 3673, Courtenay, BC, V9N 7P1, Canacla 
(250) 703-6312; (419) 858-9065 (fax); 
naalfpo@tao.ca; www.animalliberation.net 


POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21-85-05 
EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

c/o Canopy, 7 Verge Rd, Callala Beach, 

NSW, 2540 

(61) 2-44-466-477 

CANADA 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 
Elaho EF! 

(604) 682-3269 x.6144 
earth_first@ziplip.com 


EF! Curacao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao, 

Netherlands Antilles 

599-9-4616256 (fax); falcone@fiberia.com 


Zeme Predevsim 
POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 
zemepredevsim@volny.cz 
Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10 

(420) 2-7481-6727; 2-7481-6727 (fax); 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talmah Glas (Green Earth) 

54 Avora Park, Howth, Co Dublin, Ireland 
353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com 
ENGLAND 

More than 30 Earth First! and radical ecological 
direct action groups exist in the "United Kingdom. " 


POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 


Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg. 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 
82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 


Environmental Workshop 
IES Xelmirez 1, 15701 Santiago 


[organ Larsson 

ansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 


Keepers (5 local groups) 

2; Kiev 252187 

265-7628; 550-6068 (fax) 
et.ru 


& Mon EF! 
house, 1, Trevelyan Terr 
wynedd, LL57 1AX 


Houston EF! 

PMB 413, 1302 Waugh Dr, Houston, 

TX 77019 
UTAH 

Rainbow Bridge EF! 

rainbowbridgeef@aol.com 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 


Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 


Blue Ridge EF! 

POB 1891, Charlottesville, VA 22903 
(804) 971-1553; earthfirst@biogate.com 


Direct Action Network 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 

Olympia EF!/Cascadia Defense Network 

POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 

wildcascadia@yahoo.com 

Shuksan Direct Action 

POB 1327, Bellingham, WA 98227 

shuksandirect@hotmail.com 


Liberated Zone Infoshop 
308 Nelson Hall-UWSP, Stevens Point, 
WI 54481 
Madison EF! 

POB 1042, Madison, WI 53703 
(608) 262-9036 


Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
tel/fax 31-84-8666018; groenfr@dds.nl 


EF! Philippines 

44-20 Elenita Heights, Mintal, Davao City, 8000 
POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 

U. Jasna 17, 43-360 Bystra 
tel/fax 48-33-817-14-68; 
wapienica@pnrwi.most.org.pl 
In Defense of the Earth 
Towarzyslwo Ekologiczne 
"W Obronieziemi" Dominika Baryla 
ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 91-038, Lodz 
48-42-653-38-1 6; goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 
RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000 
(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru 
Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 

(8312) 34-32-80 

Rainbow Keepers ( Moscow ) 

(0959) 54-91-93 
Rainbow Keepers 
POB 52, Kasimov, 391330 
rk@lavrik.ryazan.ru 


Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 
krstnpnt@netscape.net 


This is dedicated to all the animal and human companions that folks in our line of work tend to ignore a bit sometimes when we get 


entrenched in the battlefield. When you finish reading this issue take some time to remind your loved ones how much they mean to you. Dug, 
who has had the Journal come before Duster (his favorite feline) for more than two years, will be returning to full-time-cat-slave status after 
visiting the Northwest to remind all those up there how much he loves them. Myself, Frog, after four years here, will be happily joining him. 


Thanks y'all, it has been an honor. 


June-July 2002 Earth First! Page 63 














iVIVA CABO ROW! 


On April 25, just when Cabo Rojo community garden in 
New York City had begun to come to life with Spring 
foliage and the children's tulips, the bulldozers arrived to 
tear it down. 

For the past two decades, people in New York City's 
neglected areas have been taking back their neighbor- 
hoods by cleaning up the trash and rubble-strewn vacant 
lots and transforming them into gardens — places where 
the community can come together, grow food and relax 
from the busy city life. In the South Bronx, where people 
experience the highest asthma rates in the country, Cabo 
Rojo provided a breath of fresh air. 

The fate of Cabo Rojo represents the pre- 
carious position of more than 300 com- 
munity gardens administered by New 
York City's Green Thumb garden 
program. The bulldozers are revving 
their engines at the gates, eagerly 
awaiting the tiniest excuse to 
destroy these examples of com- 
munity self-sufficiency. The 
only thing protecting the gar- 
dens from the developers is a 
tenuous, emergency temporary re- 
straining order (TRO) issued by 
Attorney General Spitzer in 1999. At 
that time, former New York Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani had put most of 
the community gardens on the auction 
block, and the bulldozing of Esperanza 
garden captured the city's attention (see EF!J 
March- April 2000). 

In the case of Cabo Rojo, the department 
of Housing Preservation and Develop- 
ment (HPD) forced the gardeners to move 
Cabo Rojo three times. Each time, the 
garden was re-certified under Green 
Thumb. However, last Summer, 

HPD discovered that, due to a 
bureaucratic error, Cabo Rojo was 
not protected by the TRO. 

HPD was scheduled to bull- 
doze Cabo Rojo on December 
10. However, More Gardens! ac- 
tivists and community members 
gathered the night before in the 
garden's casita and prepared to 
meet the bulldozers with ban- 
ners, lockdowns and media. 

The media arrived, hungry for 
a community focus after Sep- 
tember 11. As a result of the 
garden defenders' efforts and 
HPD's reluctance to receive bad 
press at such a critical time, the 
bulldozers were delayed — for the 
time being. 
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The garden defenders, who expected the bulldozers at any 
moment, continued to keep a 24-hour vigil at the casita, 
bringing more attention to the garden. The garden was 
decorated with banners depicting food and other benefits 
that the garden provided to the community, and the barren 
Winter trees were enlivened with colorful cloth. Local 
school children planted flower bulbs for the Spring. A 27- 
foot-tall steel sunflower with a green stem and golden petals 
was constructed with a seat on top where someone could 
lock down. Hundreds of people participating in an Earth 


critical 



bike ride rode from Man- 
hattan to the Bronx to 
visit the garden. Local 
people began working 
their plots and hold- 
ing social events. 

On April 25, the gar- 
den defenders were out- 
side of the garden when 
the bulldozers arrived but 
convinced police to al- 
low them in to retrieve 
their belongings. Even 
with a dozen police es- 
corts, two activists were 
able to climb up the sun- 
flower and onto the roof 
of the casita to lock down. 
It took the police two hours, 
using brutal tactics, to remove and 
arrest them. Two additional activists were ar- 
rested for trespass when they ran into the garden 
during the bulldozing. 

These tactics stalled the 
bulldozers long enough for 
community members and the 
media to arrive and witness 
the destruction of Cabo Rojo. 
Through the campaign to 
save Cabo Rojo, the seeds of 
resistance were spread. Thou- 
sands more people learned 
about the plight of the com- 
munity gardens, and the bull- 
dozing only served to 
strengthen the garden activ- 
ists' resolve to stop any more 
gardens from being destroyed. 

The More Gardens! Coali- 
tion needs volunteers and in- 
terns throughout the Summer 
to help protect the commu- 
nity gardens in New York City. 
For more information, to do- 
nate money or to get involved, 
contact (917) 518-9987; 
www.moregardens.org. 






In a vacant lot on 8th street, a woman 

digs in the asphalt 


lardenets’ 


used needles and gun shells 
With her hands she bears raw beauty, 
a fire you cannot quell 

And the leaves grow greener in 
Emma's garden, and 
The roses grow redder in Emma's garden 
Impossible color... fed by impossible love. 

— Casey Neill, excerpts 
from "Emma's Garden" - 


Urban Wilds! $10. Please inquire for 
a full merchandise catalog. 
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The Honor of Being Called on Your Shit 


At the Winter Organizers' Confer- 
ence and Summer Round River Ren- 
dezvous, Earth Firstlers were talking 
about sexual dynamics, power and 
abuse. This is a good sign. People are 
opening up to difficult issues and 
being less defensive. Some people are 
even coming together to directly con- 
front sexual abuse in our communi- 
ties and campaigns. 

At the Organizers' Conference in 
February, men's and womyn's circles 
discussed gender power dynamics 
within the Earth First! movement. 
During the womyn's circle, we dis- 
cussed a man at the gathering who 
had recently abused a womyn in his 
community, and he was in denial 
about the problem. Many womyn did 
not feel safe with him there. 

When the discussion circles came 
together, we decided that a small group 
of womyn and men would ask the 
man to leave the gathering. It was a 
rough solution to a messy, compli- 


cated situation. The 
community was . 


in a reactive 
I stance — some- 
f one had threat- 
ened our safety, 
and we did what 
seemed wisest. 

That incident 
left me with 
many questions 
(and I know I 
wasn't the only 
one). Once an 
N abuser gets 

& kicked out of 

m a commu- 

| nity, then 

% what? How do 

we keep others 
from getting 
hurt? How do we 


hold that person accountable for their 
actions after they move away? Do we 
ever accept that person back? How do 
we avoid a one size fits all solution? 
How do we deal with an abusive situa- 
tion while it is occurring, rather than 
waiting until someone is hurt and the 
community is divided? How do we 
evolve the Earth First! movement to be 
proactive against sexual oppression? 

The domestic violence workshop at 
the Summer rendezvous provided 
some answers to these questions. We 
need to make changes within our- 
selves and in our relationships to the 
point where we can "feel honored to 
be called out on our shit." If you are 
acting in an abusive manner, a per- 
son should feel free to point that out 
to you, without worrying about your 
reaction. You would then take the 
opportunity to step back and exam- 
ine your behavior. 

We can't just deal with sexual 
oppression in isolated incidents. As 
communities striving to create sus- 
tainable alternatives to corporate and 
government control, we need to de- 
velop processes to work with abusers 
and survivors, as well as the net- 
works that provide our communities 
with tools, skills and resources. 
We need to learn mediation skills 
(you can often get free training 
by volunteering at hotlines or shel- 
ters), and we need to hold discussion 
circles where we create common 
ground by defining terms such as 
abuse, power, privilege and oppres- 
sion in our community. 

Sexual abuse and oppression only 
work to divide us, thus weakening 
our fight to protect the Earth. It is 
time for us to get proactive and build 
a strong, respectful and supportive 
base from which to wage our battle 
for the Earth. Hopefully, these dis- 
cussions and actions will remain a 
priority — until all abusive behavior, 
whether toward other humans or the 
planet, has ceased. 

— Samantha 
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by Faith Walker 


the petite, indiscreet cheaters, ensuring co- 
operation next time. If they have more 
^ than one, they just swim away to an- 
Fj other, ignoring the cheater's wrasse ass 
/ until it cooperates. Cleaners will always 
Y continue to sneak mucus treats, however, 
simply trying to do so less often than other 
cleaners, so that eventually they'll build up 
a clientele larger than their cohorts. This is a 
rare example of mutualism being reinforced 
by punishment. 


On May 10, the Thunder Nation Drum Group led a protest to 
University of Minnesota President Mark Yudofs office. Yudof is 
planning to "study" the Mount Graham issue further before making 
a decision about joining the controversial large binocular telescope 
project in Arizona, despite the united and uncompromising senti- 
ment against it from the Minnesota Native American community. 

For more information, visit www.mountgraham.org. 

Dear Editors, 

We Apache very much want Earth First! readers to 
know how heartened we were to recently learn that 
Germany's Max Planck Institute abandoned its Mount 


Graham radio telescope because the 
mountain is too wet, clouded and un- 
suitable for astronomy. 

Though University of Arizona (UA) 
will never get first place in astronomy 
because of that mountain's bad visibil- 
ity, they have already achieved several 
firsts for a US university: 

• The first university to arrest a Native 
American (Apache) for praying on their 
■§. sacred mountain, a mountain the US 
I government ruled sacred to the Apache. 
T • The first university to demand prayer 
| permits from Native Americans praying 
£ on Mount Graham. 

| • The first university to produce a writ- 

" ten plan to eliminate the religion and 
traditional culture of the Apache. 

• The first university to lobby to exempt itself from US 
Native American cultural and religious protection law and 
US environmental law. 

• The first university to fight against listing an endan- 
gered animal species. 

We Apache, our elders, our medicine people and our 
tribal governments beseech all Americans not to let this 
university continue to inflict its harm upon us and to 
relocate its telescopes to where they can conduct real 
science without impaired visibility. 

— Ruth Rogers 
continued on page 30 


Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or mysterious art. 

Cleaner wrasse {Labroides dimidiatus) prefer mucus. Reef 
fish of many species, called clients, visit these wrasse at 
cleaning stations within their territories, which contain a 
single station if small, and several if large. Here, to the 
benefit of both cleaner and client, ectoparasites and in- 
fected tissue are bitten off and eaten by cleaners. Individu- 
als of most client species visit cleaners about 100 times 
daily, and most cleaners have close to 2,000 interactions. 

Cleaners, however, try to cheat in their mutualistic 
relationships by incorporating fish mucus and scales into 
their diet, to the detriment of clients. If clients have only 
one cleaning station in their area, they retaliate by chasing 


Cleaner wrasse (top) with client 
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by Turtle 

The afternoon of June 11 will not soon be forgotten by 
Darryl Cherney, the Earth First! legal team nor their ardent 
supporters. It was on this day that a federal jury returned 
a verdict in favor of Earth First! activists Judi Bari and 
Cherney in their historic lawsuit against four FBI agents 
and three Oakland Police Department (OPD) officers (see 
EF!J June-July 2002). 

The night before they made their final decision, at least 
one juror prayed to God to help her do the 
right thing. Mary Nunn would later recall that 
after listening to the testimony, she believed 
that the FBI and OPD had clearly lied about 
their investigation. "Pm surprised that they 
seriously expected anyone would believe 
them," she said. 

Feeling that the FBI lacked any credibility, 
the jury awarded nearly four-and-a-half mil- 
lion dollars in damages to Bari and Cherney for 
violations of their First and Fourth Amend- 
ment rights. 

Through this verdict, a clear message has 
been sent to the FBI that it does not have free 
reign to trample people's civil rights, what- 
ever political views an individual may hold. 

In this moment, with the tables turned, the 
FBI is on the run. 

And with this huge victory in his pocket, I 
jumped at the opportunity ro talk with Cher- 
ney about the trial, its relevance to the move- 
ment, how he endured such an exhausting 
process and what his future holds. 

EF!J: After anticipating this day for 12 years, 
word reaches you that the jury had arrived at a 
verdict after three weeks of deliberation. It is said 
that those minutes when you are called into the 
courtroom — when you know the jury has come to 
a unanimous decision, and you are merely wait- 
ing for it to be announced — are the longest 
moments in the entire legal process. What was 
your gut feeling that day, prior to the verdict 
being read? 

DC: My gut feeling was always that the jury would never 
rule in favor of the FBI and OPD. The lies that the OPD and 
FBI told about Judi Bari and myself were legion, obvious, 


and they were just not going to fly in the face of, really, any 
reasonable person on any jury. 

All of the signs indicated that we were going to prevail. 
When the jury spent that long deliberating, it meant that 
they were giving very careful thought to the charges we 
filed. If the jury had come back with a decision in two or 
three days, we would have been worried. But after three- 
and-a-half weeks, it was clear that this was an intelligent 
jury that wanted to do the right thing. 

My greatest fear was that the jury might come up with a 

hung verdict — 
that the reason 
they were taking 
so long was that 
they were argu- 
ing and couldn't 
reach a decision. 
A hung verdict 
would have 
been worse than 
a defeat because 
then we would 
have had to try 
the whole thing 
over again. 

Let me assure 
you that spend- 
ing six weeks 
in court with 
the FBI is a 
profoundly 
unpleasant ex- 
perience. Even 
though our law- 
yers got to call 
the FBI and OPD 
officers liars on 
the stand, and 
even though 
great gobs of 
truth were re- 
vealed on the 
record, it was 
A victorious Darryl Cherney Still a very dis- 
mal experience being in a federal courthouse, in a windowless 
room, with a bunch of really hostile, mean-spirited agents 
and cops — who probably would just as soon take out a gun 
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and shoot you long before they would ever dream of uphold- 
ing the US Constitution. 

EF!f: It is true that many people have been stunned by the 
magnitude of the verdict and the jury's courage to deliver such a 
strong message against the FBI. What do you believe fudi would 
have to say in response to the verdict if she were alive today? 

DC: It is always dangerous terrain asking and answering 
the question: "What would Judi do?" However, on one 
hand, Judi would be absolutely pleased as punch that we 
won and that we brought six out of seven agents to justice. 
On the other hand, Judi Bari would say, "Get Richard Held. 
Held's next. " She passed away before Judge Claudia Wilken 
dismissed Richard Held from this lawsuit. Ultimately, the 
judge dismissed six of the FBI agents 
we had charged, including all of the 
top brass. Judi would have been out- 
raged by that. 

Not speaking for Judi, but speaking 
for myself, I can tell you that the victory 
was bittersweet and melancholy. We 
received a modicum of justice, but hav- 
ing to wait 12 years to receive a small bit 
of justice is too long in a democracy. 

During that entire time, the old expres- 
sion came to mind: "Justice delayed is 
justice denied." So really, Judi would 
acknowledge the inadequacies of the 
court system, and she would point 
out that the court system allowed the 
real culprit, Richard W. Held — a 
COINTELPRO architect and possibly the 
man next in line, at the time, to become 
the director of the FBI — off the hook. 

EF!J: With striking implications for the 
Earth First! and global justice movements, 
can you share your thoughts on what the 
verdict means to the movement's future? 

DC: First of all, it means that the 
movement can fight back. We don't 
have to take this crap from the FBI. 

I can tell you that the FBI probably 
finds nothing in the world more dis- 
tasteful than to pay any activists in the Earth First! move- 
ment four-and-a-half million dollars. That, in and of itself, 
is very sweet. Now we haven't exactly gotten that money 
yet, and it might be years before we see a penny, neverthe- 
less the concept is probably driving the FBI up the wall. 

Secondly, it shows that Earth First! was targeted by the 
FBI, and that we are victims of FBI terrorism, as opposed to 
being terrorists ourselves. That the real terrorists are in 
government. This news is certified in the record, and the 
FBI is going to have to live with that no matter what. 

It also shows that 10 members of the American public can 
look at Earth First! and look at the FBI and OPD and make a 
decision that the Earth First! activists were trustworthy and 
that the police officers were not. 

And, may I say, that the issue of monkeywrenching 
dominated this trial. In fact, when I was on the stand, I 
defended the concept and practice. Quotes from both Judi 
Bari and myself — either advocating monkeywrenching, 
talking about monkeywrenching workshops or praising 


the monkeywrenching that other folks have done — were 
brought into evidence repeatedly. The jury saw that, and 
they still ruled in our favor. 

EF!f: Was there an instant during the trial, with all of its 
unforgettable stories, that particularly stands out in your mind? 

DC: If one day stood out beyond all others, it was the 
day that the jury got to walk outside, beneath the sunny 
skies, and look at the bombed car. I think another high- 
light was Judi Bari's video testimony, which really brought 
the jury to tears and also showed how thoughtful and 
honest Judi was. 

The jury got to hear over and over again how Judi Bari — 
a single mother of two children and an advocate of 


nonviolence — allegedly took a pipe bomb, stuck it under- 
neath her driver's seat and then went cruising through 
the streets of Oakland as if it was nothing. 

With eight members of the jury being women, it seemed 
very clear that they knew, as mothers and as women, that 
Judi Bari would never do such a thing. And to see the car 
itself and to see how the bomb ripped through the sheet 
metal, blew out the windows and blasted out the door in 
the front, really made an impression on the kind of 
violence against Judi Bari that this bomb perpetrated. 

EF!j: Do you wish anything could have happened differently? 

DC: I would have done a few things different. One, we 
would have brought the DNA evidence into trial. The judge 
limited our time so drastically that we had to start bailing 
things out of our ship in order to stay afloat during our limited 
time schedule. So we did not present the fact that we had 
genetic material that traced a fake Earth First! press release to 
Candy Boak of Boak Logging. She's a subcontractor to Pacific 

continued on next page 
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My family is grateful to the jury and wants to thank them for their 
courageous decision. They have reaffirmed our faith in the justice 
system. We’re only sorry that Judi is no longer alive and able to 
share this sweet moment. 

Now that the Oakland Police Department and FBI have been 
brought to justice, they owe it to my family to explain what cause 
they had to hold my sister's civil rights in such contempt. 

Judi's political message was adamantly nonviolent. Yet for 12 
long years, she has been wrongly connected with terrorism. After 
September 1 1 and the threatening of many of our rights in the name 
of homeland security, I'm afraid that this scenario will occur more 
often. My family has seen up close how much harm can result when 
rights are ignored. 

in Judi's case, the authorities stepped outside the law. This verdict 
reminds us that protection against terrorism should never out- 
weigh the protection of our own civil rights. Otherwise, like my 
sister Judi Bari, we will be made to suffer the consequences. 

. —From Martha Bari's statement for the Bari famiIY 

FOLLOWING THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE VERDICT 
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continued from previous page 
Lumber. We also matched a police informant letter to a death 
threat. We could have shown the jury that solving this crime 
could have been a lot easier than the FBI and OPD made it out 
to be, but we didn't present that material. That's a regret. 

On the witness stand, I sang "Spike a Tree for Jesus." 
Some Earth Firstlers may be very proud of that, others may 
hold their mouths 
agape in horror. I was 
planning on singing 
"Who Bombed Judi 
Bari?," but the FBI es- 
sentially made a mo- 
tion that limited the 
song I sang to one of 
three songs. 

My lawyer, unfortu- 
nately, didn't fight 
hard enough to try to 
allow me to sing 
"Who Bombed Judi 
Bari?," and so we 
boxed ourselves into 
a corner and I wound 
up singing "Spike a 
Tree for Jesus." If I had 
it to do all over again, 

I would have sang 
"This Monkeywrench of Mine." 

EF!J: It seems like the trial must have provided subject 
material for new songs. Do you have any ideas about what we 
might expect as a creative outcome? 

DC: Toward the end of this year, I plan on writing a book 
about the story of the campaign to save Headwaters Forest. 
I plan on recording two more CDs, one of original music 
and one of parodies I've written. 

When I create my next album, I do plan on having some 
new material. The trial was laden with humor and with 
creative inspiration. In fact, I've developed a new career as 
an improvisational stand-up comic. Almost every week, I'd 
get up on a stage to do a trial update and sort of spontane- 
ously, I just started doing stand-up comedy lampooning 
the FBI and OPD. It wasn't hard. 

Musically, I see the trial as being an incredible song. But as 
of this moment, I haven't had a single second to myself to 
rest, relax and compose my thoughts. So I do plan on taking 
a year to archive the history of what we've experienced, both 
through songs and literature. I also hope to make a movie. 

EF!J: Let's talk about the stamina needed to endure such a 
tedious, drawn out process. The determination of yourself and 
the legal team certainly deserves recognition. What kept you 
going throughout the trial? 


DC: When I first moved to Humboldt County, I made a 
pledge to myself that if I was going to start a campaign to 
take on Charles Hurwitz and to protect some ancient red- 
woods, then I would see that campaign through to the end. 

Of course, I didn't think the Headwaters campaign 
was going to take at least 16 years. I didn't think that 
we would get bombed and have a lawsuit that would take 

12 years. 

When it comes 
down to the stamina 
to endure the six 
weeks of trial and the 
three-and-a-half 
weeks of jury delib- 
eration, I can attribute 
it to the incredible 
support team and net- 
work that backed this 
^ trial up. 

| And of course, we 
.S- had the inspiration of 
I 1 Judi Bari, who was a 

0 very magnetic person- 
| ality and charismatic 
| leader. I will use the 

1 word "leader." She led 
a lot of people to do 
the right thing by ex- 
ample. That is what leaders do: they lead by example, not 
by telling other people what to do. 

I think there was just the moment itself — that we had 
to get through this; that we worked all this time. You 
know, hardship has been endured for lifetimes, whether 
you are a Palestinian refugee living in a decrepit camp or 
whether you're a spotted owl looking for a home. Last- 
ing six weeks through a trial is relatively mild compared 
to the suffering that people and creatures go through in 
this world. Putting it in perspective really helped me get 
through this. 

Then, our lawyers were thoroughbreds; they were like 
racehorses. They were built for the long haul. Alicia 
Littletree, who lived with Judi Bari off and on for seven 
years, was the Zen paralegal. Nothing would phase her. If 
anybody ever saw the movie "White Men Can't Jump" 
with Woody Harrelson, Alicia was in "the zone." 

So I think a lot of things kept this lawsuit together for 
that entire time. What actually almost broke our spirit was 
the jury deliberation. People were going pure nuts with 
nothing to do. Waiting was much harder on the psyche 
than going through the trial. Earth Firstlers aren't used to 
doing nothing. 

continued on page 40 



Alicia Littletree and Dennis Cunningham at the Fiddle Down the FBI rally on May 24 


Page 6 Earth First! Lugnasadh 2002 




courtroom drawing by K. Rudin 



Spe-ak-iH^T rv+h fo Fcwe-r 

An iM+erview n/'rth 
Juror Mary Nunn 


The only juror who has thus 
far agreed to discuss the EF! 
vs. the FBI trial with the me- 
dia in any detail, was, by her 
own reckoning, the staunchest 
supporter of the Earth First! case in 
the deliberation room. She works for 
American Airlines. 

Hank Sitns, with the Anderson Valley 
Advertiser, had the opportunity to 
speak with juror Mary Nunn in 
July after fudge Claudia Wilken 
lifted the gag order she had 
previously placed on the jury. 

The following is an excerpt from 
that conversation. 

AVA: One thing that was interesting about the 
verdict: In every instance where you found for both Judi 
and Darryl, you ended up awarding Judi more money. 

Nunn: I didn't agree with that. I didn't agree 
with the money at all. I wanted very high money. 
I wanted $40 million — I didn't want that low 
number. But the richest woman on our jury — 
the one that wore the Rolex — only wanted 
$ 100,000. And we did an average. That's why the 
number dropped so severely. 

A V A: Were some of the FBI people you saw on the 
stand scarier than others? 

Nunn: I wouldn't say so much scary. 1 wouldn't 
want to be them when they go to meet their 
maker, how's that? They can do whatever they 
want on this Earth. My only consolation is that 
I won't share Heaven with folks like that. 

In contrast, you had the people of Earth 
First!. They come and take the stand. No arro- 
gance at all. When they spoke of things, when 
they reflected on their projects and their 
plights, they didn't have all that anger and 
crud going on. When actually, they were more 
deserving of it. 

They were different people. They were a people 
that exuded love, warmth and good feeling, and 
you could feel that from across the room. I didn’t 
have to shake their hands or know their names. 
I felt that in the room. That's all they had. 

They just weren't the type. These people pro- 
tect our environment. The things we take for 
granted are their whole way of life. That doesn't 
go hand-in-hand with going out and bombing 
somebody. People who go so far to protect a tree, 


they wouldn't dare hurt something that's got 
blood flowing through it. It doesn't fit! 

They were beautiful! I wanted to run away and 
become one of them. I'm not kidding! I mean, I 
was really impressed. They were just beautiful 
people. They were gorgeous. I was checking 
them out to and from the courtroom. They were 
great people. One time I was in line waiting to 
get in, and they were concerned about Darryl 
getting his diabetic medication. Did he have a 
sweet? They brought him a bagel, they said. And 
I said to myself [whispers], "That's gorgeous." 

[Supporters in the courtroom] took time out of 
their day — they gave up their income, they were 
there every day. They were faithful, they were 
loyal. Who's got friends like that? I've got one or 
two, but I don't have a 150. What does that say 
about this? That he doesn't have good spirit and 
good character, to have people such as that? 
That come every day? Those FBI agents didn't 
have that. 

I adored the whole group. I adored Darryl 
Cherney, I adored the beautiful daughter [Lisa 
Bari] .I'm feeling very cheated that I never got the 
pleasure of absorbing Judi Bari within the court- 
room. I felt doubly cheated — and so did many 
others of us — that we couldn't go and meet with 
them after the verdict and celebrate with them. 

I cared deeply about what was going to happen 
to them. As a matter of fact, when I was driving 
home I used to say, out loud, "I got your back, 
Judi . It ain't going to go down the way they think 
it is." I used to say this on the way home, and I 
don't even know her, do you know what I'm 
saying? But did I want to fight for her? Yeah, you 
better believe it. 

AVA: That's amazing. 

Nunn: It's not amazing at all. You gotta stand 
for something or you're going to fall for any- 
thing. When you see evil and you see good, 
you'd better get with the good. I think we're 
accountable for our actions, in the end. And not 
only that — do you want me to tell you the most 
important thing of all? 

AVA: What's that? 

Nunn: A lot of people don't know this. It just 
feels good. There's no better high in all the world 
than to do good. It warms your whole heart up. 
You carry it with you all day, and you can't even 
buy a drug that will give you that. 
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In Memory of an Earth Warrior 


Beth O’Brien 

On April 13, 22-year-old. Beth "Horehound" O'Brien died in a fall from a treesit at 
Eagle Creek, near Portland, Oregon. We are, as a community, still grieving at the loss 
of our friend. This is a statement written by her partner, Hank. Horehound, we love you. 

— Cascadia Forest Alliance 


if 


What's there to say for some- 
one that's dead? For someone 
who has had such 
an impact on my life, 
as a friend, as a lover. 

We rode the rails to- 
gether, ran from cops 
together, stood up 
to the cops and 
looked them in the 
eye, drank and 
made love like we 
were mad (and we 
were — mad for 
each other). We 
bickered in a way that was 
operatic. We held each 


other all night and laughed hysterically. We 
held each other all night and cried. 

She was like a 

you survive me 
Tell them this: 


never gave up 

drank, ate, I made love 

learned to snatch whatever I could 

never asked for pity, and I never gave up 

crawled in the mud, but never gave up 

— Chumbawamba 


ball of light- 
ning, energetic, 
passionate and 
caring, always 
up to some mis- 
chief. She was 
utterly gorgeous 
and never be- 
lieved me when 
I told her so, a 
result of the 
abuse she suf- 
fered as a child and the influence of all the 
magazine ads, billboards and beer commer- 
cials. We were both scared little kids in a mean 
world. We'd been hurt real bad, so we under- 
stood each other like that. We followed that 
lonesome whistle that tugs on every hobo's 
heart, ran away together and did all the things 
that punk kids do when they're head over 
heels in love. That was the thing we did to- 
gether, and it was magic. 

Yesterday, we put Beth in the ground. I 
made an offering of a flower, a safety pin and 
a tear. I sang to her about trains and dying (you 
probably know the song), then said goodbye. 
Horehound, Hazel, Kiwi, Dumpster Leg, I will 
always carry your memories, tell your stories, 
sing your songs, fight your good fight and 
share the love you taught me to share. 

XOXOXO Forever, 
— Hank 



The Ballad of Betb O’Brien 

by Desert Rat 

Last night I dreamt I walked along Willamette riverside 
I dreamt I saw a freight train with a boxcar open wide 
It rolled across the water on a track of rippling blue 
And that car was full of travelers, and some with names I knew 
There was Connelly, and Larkin, and our Emma on that train 
Fred Hampton, Judi Bari, Old Joe Hill and Gypsy Chain 
And Carlo Giuliani, and beside that martyr true 
I saw a grinning Beth O'Brien and I shouted "I love you" 

Well I don't know if she heard me through the rumble and the roar 
As they turned down the Columbia and for the ocean tore 
Then a shrieking shrill alarm clock chained me to another day 
And so I tried to recollect each word I ever heard her say 

Chorus (intersperse amongst verses as needed) 

Beth O'Brien is dead and gone, 

We the living must carry on 

She said people should take better care of one another 
All around the dumpster pike 
Upon a pink and sparkly bike 

To bring the food unto the squats and houses that were hungry 

Beth O'Brien is dead and gone, 

We the living must carry on 

She took care of everyone around her like a mother 
Now she rides the martyr's train, 

Beyond the lightning and the rain 

And what before was just a name is now a word of honor 
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Well she was a Teamster’s daughter and a fighter for her land 

Likewise a working woman with a young and calloused hand 

And a brave and bold musician of the lyric and the string 

And the songs of working people were the songs she learned to sing 

Well she told of how her father came home one day off the road 

With a puppy that he'd rescued from starvation, rain and cold 

In a ditch beside a truckstop, Bumfuck Egypt USA 

And it’s that honest plain compassion that Beth passed along each day 

Well the train tracks and the highways of this country she did roam 

With the many kids who learn to call abandoned spaces home 

And her mascot was the healing herb that grows in troubled ground 

And so the people around Portland knew her by the name Horehound 

■ >' \ 

Well she wasn't loud in meetings, and she'd rarely take a stand 

But she always did the right thing when the shit would hit the fan 

And she never stood for bullshit from the likes of me and you 

Or from the hippy dippy kinda yuppie nambie pam woo woo 

In Santa Rosa, Food Not Bombs was founded by her crew 

That the travelers might eat some healthy food as they passed through 

And she left this world a notebook that she kept for homes not jails 

All about the places kids can stay' who travel on those rails 

She was at T6 the day we blocked the fascist cargo cans 

With a picture of young Carlo Giuliani in her hands 

When the tyrants forced the homeless camp of Dignity to yield 

Beth O'Brien kept the vigil on the Naito parkway field 


.ill#-. 


Beth quit the last job that she worked to save her little pay 
That Eagle Creek our watershed might live for one more day 
Six miles through the snowdrifts and up to the canopy 
An exhausted Beth O'Brien slipped and fell out of.the tree 
Well the sit had been maintained in shifts well into its third year 
And it now was only hours away from victory and cheer ' 

But just as honest picket lines are kept until the end 
So too those trees would not be empty 'til the ink flowed from t he pen 
Why do the brunt of struggles always fall upon the young 
Why must young workers risk their lives for others yet to come 
And the ground upon that mountainside is hallowed where she fell 
Oh long live the grove at Eagle Creek that Horehound loved so well 


m 


Now I have been told that old Joe Hill cried "ready, aim and fire" 

As he bravely faced his firing squad and spat on their empire 
Beth's martyrdom is equal but the words are less profound 
Because fbet you she just said "oh, fuck" when she met with the ground 
Where are the songs for martyrs who were never fierce in war 
Whose honor was in cookies, hugs and backrubs for the sore 
And the thing she taught me that 1 most would like to pass along 
Is that it's the hardest folks to write about who most deserve their song 
“ ' Now the living should not try to guess what's in the martyr's cup 
But I hope that Beth and Carlo Giuliani might hook up \ 

If they're riding the same freight train and they died within one year,^ 
And even if it's just some stupid dream, I hope they brought some beer 

Goddess bless you Beth O'Brien for the courage you have shown 

For to risk your mort al body that was only flesh and bqnfi 5 N 

And the 22 years that you gave this world make me cry 

Oh Beth O'Brien with a quarter of your honor may 1 die 

A curse upon those traitqts in the USD of A 

Who'd sell our 50-generation legacy away 

And we will not rest 'til victory and vengeance are at hand 

Long live Horehound, Beth O’Brien, death unto the corporate man 


%S 

t ,<(}', ' 


(Repeat first verse, suddenly bursting from folk to punk, preferably 
screaming at top of lungs) \ 


August-September 2002 Earth First! Page 9 





Whtj We Sit 

by Chimpy #2 

After a while, you tend to forget the 
reason you're treesitting. It is a natural m 
reaction. You internalize the political and 
economic causes for the action because 
nothing can really challenge the reasoning 
behind saving the trees. If it wasn't for 
legislation drawn up at the last minute, 
cutting these trees would be totally 
illegal anyway. Even by their laws. 

The US Forest Service's (USFS) repre- 
sentatives, strutting around with their 
cell phones, sidearms and SUVs, know they're 
just taking orders, as the law enforcement 
branch of a bureaucracy in which they are 
mere statistics. They're not paid to think 
for themselves. But for Funky Tree Defend- 
ing Anarchists, it's just the opposite. We need 
no excuses, no salary, to do this. We know 
we're right. 

Sometimes people come to visit for a little 
while, and if they stay longer than a day or 
two, the rhythms of living here start to sink 
in. Folks get used to our funny slang, using 
buckets for toilets, carving the gooey part out 
of old produce, climbing from tree to tree. 

And I think people start to realize the inner 
secret of treesitting: to simply be. Life here 
is full of all the ordinary things — eating, 
cooking, keeping dry and warm, reading 
and cleaning. Once, a reporter from MTV 
came up into the Sunset treesit and seemed really 
disappointed. We weren't plotting the downfall of 
civilization, we weren't a bunch of revolutionaries 
with guns and balaclavas, just folk of a Zen-like 
anarchism who wanted... well, fruit juice and maybe 
coffee without grits in it. Sure, there's a picture of 
Noam Chomsky on the shrine, but we don't 
quote him all day. Reasonable people 
who know the facts support us. 

I think that's also the big chal- 
lenge — to overcome the lack of 
hyper-stimulation found in the 
city and learn to face life itself. 
And then, when the novelty of 
being in the trees wears off, to realize 
that this is an amazing, atypical, beautiful life and 
every second is a gift from the creator, the goddess, 
the Great Spirit, the forest. It's when you realize this 
that you suddenly understand it all, surrounded by 
the treetops, listening to the birds and the squirrels, 
the creek downhill and the wind all around you. 
We're not here because of the logging company, 
the Freddies or even George W. Bush. We're here 
because if you took away everything humans have 
created, this is what it would be like, this is the 
womb we all came from, it is the world born 
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rather than constructed. Just like the secret to 
treesitting — this forest is the key to life. 

This may sound overly trippy or New Agey, and 
I'd bet most would expect tales of Freddy raids, 
daring high-flying acrobatics, tales of gruel 
and vomit and wonder in the tree- 
tops. That’s all there, of 
course, but all the craziness 
that goes on isn't so crazy 
at the time. I can re- 
member going across 
the traverse line to the 
tree named Barkin' Dog 
in a snowstorm once, the 

icicles already formed on the line, snow 
collecting on my hoodie, weighing 
down the boughs all around me. It was 
nighttime but just about light enough 
to see a few feet in each direction. I 
shuffled sideways, fingers numb, 
lines frozen solid, feet slipping on 
frozen snow, my mind on the little 
igloo of a treesit about five yards 
away — shelter, warmth of wool 
blankets and the candle's glow. Sud- 
denly I stopped and looked all around 
me. I looked up, snow flying in my face. I 
looked down, watching pieces of snow and ice 
fall into the fog, through the boughs and to the 
ground 140 feet below. And I suddenly thought to 
myself: "Remember this forever. This is a blessing. 

Every second is a blessing, and you owe it to everyone, 
including yourself, to cherish it all." 

But at the base of it all, once you've made the big 
decision to quit your job, dump your car, move out of 
your house and kiss your normal life goodbye, is an 
epiphany about the world that I think everyone feels. 
Perhaps there are moments when someone who works 
and lives in the city looks up between the buildings and 
sees the moon, feeling a sense of longing or connection 
to the infinite. Or a tug of empathy for some struggling 
tree they let grow between the concrete slabs in the 
middle of downtown. It's a connection that supersedes 
politics and all things human, one that can't really be 
quantified. You feel it because no matter how you've 
been socialized, you're still a creature of this Earth. 

You don't have to be a crusty punk anarchist with 
Carhartt clothing and tattoos to come out here and feel 
like you're on an island of sanity surrounded by clearcuts 
and threatened ecosystems. And I think people who work 
against the insanity of logging ancient forests aren't even 
protesters or environmentalists, just folks who have 
their facts straight and are doing the logical, ethical 
thing. I myself got into this campaign feeling that 
treesitters were unrealistic extremists, crazy folks on a 
doomed mission. But over time I came to realize that 
these folks are just people, faced with unreasonable 

continued on page 45 



Cascadia 

by Tree Sprite 

Hey, Forest Disservice: You just can't 
keep Cascadians out of the trees! In a 
period of two-and-a-half weeks, from 
June 24 to July 10, four new treesits have 
gone up in the greater Cascadia 
bioregion, making a total of six treesits 
to kick-off a Summer of "T reesit Mania. " 
Treesitters are also doing the work you're 
supposed to be doing before you put a 
forest up for slaughter — surveys and 
searches for threatened species. In the 
past several years, the 17-year-old art of 
treesitting has climbed to new heights 
in the search for rare upper canopy 
species whose presence could poten- 
tially cancel these timber sales (see EF!J 
December-January 2002). Forest folk 
across the region are stepping up their 
campaigns to protect public lands in 
response to the forest pillaging agendas 
of the Bush Administration. 

Horehound and Eagle Treesits 

The Cascadia Forest Alliance (CFA) 
announced a new treesit July 10 in a 
350-year-old Douglas fir tree named 
Horehound, in memory of treesitter 
Beth O'Brien. They are poised to de- 
fend 216 acres of old growth from 
clearcutting in the Solo Timber Sale in 


the Mount Hood National Forest near 
Portland, Oregon. "We want the log- 
ging companies to know before they 
buy the sale that it is no longer accept- 
able to commercially log public lands. 
We will be using nonviolent civil dis- 
obedience to protect this ancient for- 
est," said CFA's Sally Smith. 

Treesit 

The Solo Timber Sale contains some 
of the largest unprotected trees left in 
the Clackamas River Ranger District, 
as well as some of the oldest Pacific 
yews in the entire Mount Hood area. 
In the Spring, a rare lichen, the old- 
growth speckle belly, was found. After 
the US Forest Service (USFS) was noti- 
fied, it put a one-acre buffer around 
the site, yet refused to conduct any 
additional surveys. 

CFA will also continue to maintain 
the Eagle Creek tree village until the 
USFS follows through on the sale’s 
official cancellation. 

Berry Patch, Blodgett, 
Winberry & Fall Creek Treesits 

Cascadia Forest Defenders (CFD) have 
been challenging the Berry Patch and 
Blodgett Timber Sales in the Willamette 
National Forest near Eugene, Oregon, 
and continue to maintain the nearly 


four-year-old Winberry tree village. 
They are also treesitting in the remain- 
ing two units of the Clark Timber Sale, 
also known as the Fall Creek treesit. 

A new treesit appeared in Unit 3 of 
Berry Patch on July 3, where active 
logging was taking place. Many of the 
trees that had been cut within this sale 
were four to six feet in diameter. Dur- 
ing a cat and mouse session with log- 
gers on July 8, an activist was nabbed 
by law enforcement, while loggers di- 
rected racial slurs at him. He has been 
released, but law enforcement has up 
to a year to formally charge him. 

Meanwhile, activists videotaped a 
Northern spotted owl pair and a pair of 

Mania 

fledglings in Unit 3. After information 
was relayed to the USFS, a biologist vali- 
dated the presence of the owl. On July 1 1, 
the USFS refused to stop logging in the 
area, claiming it had issued an "inciden- 
tal take" permit back when the sale was 
drawn up in 1997. 

In mid-July, USFS officers blocked 
supporters bringing food and water to 
the womyn occupying the Berry Patch 
treesit. Basil resisted but was finally 
starved out of the tree, and the USFS 
cut the remaining forest. 

By the light of the full moon on June 
24, CFDers climbed 140 feet up a mam- 
moth Douglas fir near Cottage Grove, 
Oregon, in the Blodgett Timber Sale 
and set up a treesit. By the weekend, 
climbers had found an active red tree 
vole nest — which, if verified, would 
require the entire 10-acre block of for- 
est surrounding it to be left uncut. If 
this sale is finalized, it would become 
a replacement volume sale. This means 
it would be offered to Roseburg Forest 
Products in place of an Oregon coast 
timber sale that was canceled after 
endangered marbled murrelets were 
found nesting nearby. 

This is just the beginning of the Sum- 
mer months, and rain or shine, 
Cascadians are fully prepared to actively 
wait out the USFS with a potent combi- 
nation of treesitting, paperwrenching 
and other time-tested tactics. USFS: 
Consider yourself warned! 

Tree Sprite is a computer-slinging forest 
activist who has a thing against the USFS. 



An old-growth Douglas fir forest, before and after clearcut logging 
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?>uce Round River 
Rendezvous 2002 


The site of this 
year's Round River 
Rendezvous (RRR) 
was at the edge of the 
Dark Divide Roadless 
Area, 35 miles north 
of the Columbia 
River in Washington's 
Gifford Pinchot Na- 
tional Forest. Our en- 
campment, high on a 
ridgetop, overlooked 
the largest unpro- 
tected, contiguous 
area of old-growth for- 
est remaining in 
southwest Washing- 
ton. One could look 
to the right past the 
clearcut and see 
Mount Adams, while 
straight ahead Mount 
Rainier watched from 
a distance. If someone 
missed the turn to the RRR site onto Forest Service Road 90, 
they were met with the volatile glory of Mount St. Helens. 

This year, the RRR schedule was filled with the standard 
fare, from climbing trainings to primitive skill discus- 
sions. There were also more in-depth workshop tracks on 
radical legal skills, movement building and medical 
skillshares. From morning coffee circles to rowdy camp- 
fires, there was always something interesting happening 
in this evergreen place. 

Folks sat down with the Journal collective throughout 
the week to give their impressions on this year's RRR and 
the future of the radical environmental movement. 

One womyn who lived 30 miles southeast of the site 
heard about the RRR from the local media coverage and 
came to see what Earth First! was all about. "1 think the RRR 
is really informative and a great place to get in touch with 
things going on locally and nationwide. I think that the 
energy here is really good for the most part. There are a lot 
of passionate people here, which is great,” she said. 

Mookie, whose first RRR was in 1999, hopped freight to 
get to Washington in his search for that "elusive sense 
of solidarity that comes when radical direct action folks 
come together. Because most often we're a pretty isolated 


demographic, we are 
dispersed to our own 
bioregions. It's great 
coming together and 
just seeing the faces 
of other people who 
have a similar level 
of commitment." 

Another womyn 
from southernmost 
Cascadia came to 
the RRR because she 
lives in a really rural 
area. Despite being 
involved for six- 
and-a-half years, she 
said she had only 
been to one other 
rendezvous. "They 
are usually during 
campaigns, and I 
can't get to them. 
I'm hoping to gain 
in the area of coali- 
tion building, get involved with other people who are 
doing the kind of things I'm doing." 

Croatan from Eugene, Oregon, had a somewhat different 
agenda. "I came to promote ideas of green anarchy and to 
push the movement in a little more radical direction. I'm 
glad people are protecting individual forests in whatever 
way they feel necessary, yet, I feel they need to go further. 
I think there are some individuals within the EF! move- 
ment that feel we need to go further in our critique of 
civilization, the state and the ecological devastation all 
around us. In general, though, I feel that EF! is a scene 
rather than movement. I still consider myself to be an 
EF!er, but I think I need to be more autonomous right now. 

"We are a part of this machine. Every day that we're in it, 
we're further away from life. I want to encourage people to 
connect to life and what they need to survive, because 
civilization is going to fall whether we do anything about 
it or not. I try to create as much chaos as I can and break 
down symbolic ways of perceiving the world around me. I 
am attempting to go wild, that's where I'm coming from," 
he continued. 

Sluggo, whose first RRR was in the Jemez Mountains of 
New Mexico in 1988, came instead for "catharsis, spirit and 



View of Mount Adams from the RRR site 

‘jhrom morning coffee elides to rowdy campsites, there was 


always something interesting happening in this evergreen place. 
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community. That's what keeps me coming back, a chance 
to see good people. It's great to feel small in a big place. It's 
where sanity lives really, it always has." 

He talked about the many directions the movement 
has taken and what to expect in the future. "It's hard 
to say what direction it would go in that it hasn't 
already tried. At least 10 years ago, it was a lot more 
focused on strictly wilderness stuff. And when I got 
involved, it had just started broadening out to urban, 
social justice issues, animal rights and you name it. I 
don't know if this movement will call itself the same 
thing 20 years from now, or if it will be five or six 
different movements. One can only hope." 

The womyn from 
southern Cascadia 
saw a similar trend, 

"It seems to me like 
the movement is get- 
ting a lot more ur- 
ban. It's definitely 
dealing with a lot of 
issues besides envi- 
ronmental issues 
now, like solidarity 
issues and social is- 
sues, feminism and 
things like that. So it 
seems like it's getting 
a lot more well- 
rounded in a way. 

I'm hoping that it 
doesn't lose the basis 
of wilderness protec- 
tion and is able to 
incorporate those 
other cool issues at 
the same time. I feel 
like the situation in 
the world is getting worse and worse, so I hope the 
movement gets bigger and bigger." 

Many folks were enthusiastic about the medical training 
and movement building tracks in the workshop schedule. 
One womyn who was experiencing her second RRR said 
that she really liked the track setup. "It's building upon 
knowledge, not just giving you beginner knowledge and 
telling you to get the rest of the information somewhere 
else. We discussed where the movement is going, looked at 
different methods used and where the movement has been 


in the past. Expanding people’s consciousness is definitely 
important, building off the fact that these are not extremist 
values, that people do value the Earth. 

"I also attended the gender workshop, we talked about 
transgender issues within the movement and how to work 
on deconstructing oppression on those issues. All oppres- 
sions are connected. It's difficult to build a strong move- 
ment if the people within it can't respect each other. This 
is our Earth, it's where we live. Everyone has to deal with 
the negative repercussions of the destruction of the Earth," 
she said. 

Since activism can be overwhelming, we asked folks how 
they dealt with burnout. "Actually, living in the woods in a 

nice area helps me to 
not burn out. I see a 
lot of clearcuts, but I 
can go to other places 
in my area where 
there aren't clearcuts. 
And also having a gar- 
den, stuff like that. 
When you feel your- 
self burning out, I 
think it also helps to 
take breaks, to have 
only minor burnouts, 
instead of a major 
one," said one activ- 
ist. Another com- 
mented that being 
surrounded by strong 
people who feel pas- 
sionate about life was 
important, "So when 
you are starting to 
drag and wondering 
why you're here, they 
can remind you. Also, 
enjoying the beauty in the world around you is a reminder." 

Eight-year-old Heather from Granite Falls, Washington, 
who attended her first RRR when she was four, reminded 
us why the work we do is so important: "Trees — they are 
special in a way. If we didn't have them, nothing would be 
here. I want to be part of saving wilderness, when I'm older 
especially. I wrote a letter to Bush and Congress about 
saving trees. I said it's important to keep trees. If we don't 
have trees, then there would be no animals. If there were 
no animals, then there would be no us." 



Looking at the RRR site from a nearby waterfall 
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RRR Actions Rock Cascadia 


by Tim Ream 

Imagine: seven teams, in four cit- 
ies, simultaneously acting against 
three targets in two states with nearly 
300 Earth Firstlers. Was this a dream? 
Hardly — this describes the post- 
Round River Rendezvous (RRR) ac- 
tions in Cascadia on July 8. 


Moving from south to north, start in 
Medford. In this bastion of old-boy 
Earth destruction, 35 activists occu- 
pied Senator Ron Wyden’s office, refus- 
ing to leave until they were guaranteed 
a meeting with the man. Their imme- 
diate concern was the Peak Timber Sale 
in the Rogue River National Forest out- 
side of Crater Lake National Park. This 


timber sale would destroy valuable 
pieces of the intact forest ecosystem in 
an area already severely over-logged. 
Wyden has claimed a desire to save 
mature and ancient forests but is not 
acting to protect Peak, which was due 
to be released by a federal judge just 
days after the protest. 

continued on page IS 
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by Dennis Fritzinger 


downtown portland at a building 
yuppie, glassy, touristy, 
terraced yards outside with grass and trees, 
and flowers, 

we marched in to the interior 
through glass doors, swinging, revolving, 
shops inside like in a mall 
except smaller, 

chanting our slogans, waving props, 

carrying signs, carrying 

a big stuffed smokey the bear 

with a sign on his front, 

tried to storm the elevators, 

tried to storm the stairs — no go 

when we got up to the 19th, 

the one that was our goal. 

a thunder of feet going down again; 

confusion; more chants; customers, 

employees, curious onlookers, 

passing through like fish through water. 

then the band: Loud! but disciplined, 

musicians dressed in basic black, 

carrying nothing more dangerous 

than a musical instrument. 

stern faced, confused portland cops 

mill around; stand to one side; 

confer; then suddenly without warning 

tackle at least three of the musicians. 

whatever martial arts they teach them 

at the police academy 

seems to work through their everyday haze 

of coffee and doughnuts: 

they overpower their targets, 

victims, spraying them with pepper spray 

point blank, but the spray doesn't stay 

where it's intended, 

lifts into the atmosphere, 

visiting all the people standing around 

rubbernecking like an average tourist, 

or participating in the demo. 

i coughing choking look for an exit — 

blue arms are locking doors on one side, 

like a squirrel i head to the other — 

where coyote waits. 

i make it, collapse under green trees 

with one person that i know; 

a heckler comes by to inform us 

we've chosen the wrong target. 

you should choose the forest service, he says; 

we do, is the reply. 

you use toilet paper, don't you? he responds, 

and stalks off. 

yes, i use toilet paper, 

recycled, but i could use water 


like they do in france, and anyway 
you use oxygen don't you? 
three people rushed without warning, 
pepper spray sprayed into the eyes 
and cheeks, an eight-year-old girl 
hit on the head with a baton — 
this is not collateral damage 
this is a virulent campaign 
to keep people scared and compliant 
to make us shut up. 

they write the rules and then they don't even 

bother to obey them; we follow 

the long, confusing lines of the law 

better than they do, and get beat up 

just the same, and come back. 

why? because they're hired for a job, 

and we do it solely for love 

of the planet we were born on. 

portland i got my first taste 

of pepper spray, but i still remember 

CS gas and how it tasted, 

and the insidious chlorine. 

Portland's structures are still standing — 
even the building where we held 
our demo and got pepper sprayed — 
everything built by trade and commerce, 
ripping off the land, destroying forests, 
wildlife, everything, just like a plague; 
portland looks very much the same, 
but is it really? 
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continued from page 13 

The "purchaser" of the Peak Timber 
Sale is the big-time bad boy of Oregon 
old growth logging: Allyn Ford, owner 
of Roseburg Forest Products (RFP) (see 
page 44). So while the southern 
Cascadians were pressuring Wyden, 30 
people in Eugene were dumping wood 
chips inside the front door of the bank 
we call "stUmpqua, " blocking the drive- 
way with a stump and flyering the 
customers of the Eugene branch. 

Umpqua Holdings Corporation is 
headquartered on the 19th floor of a 
downtown Portland office building, 
just two quick hours from this 
year's RRR site. Imagine the Monday 
morning thrift 
store shopping 
spree: business 
wear for 22. 

Staff didn't 
know what hit 
them as we 
stormed into 
their penthouse 
offices and ex- 
plained that 
public lands de- 
struction by the 
chairman is bad 
for business all 
around. The two 
dozen in corpo- 
rate drag were 
quickly joined 
by another 20 
masked activists 
turning every- 
thing into a 
drum. Embedded in the action was a 
poignant passing of the torch from 
old to young. Among the first wave 
were two defendants from the 
powerline toppling Arizona 5 case from 
the '80s: ever-present EFler Peg Millett 
and Use Asplund, who returned for 
her first rendezvous in 15 years. 

Please picture Peg on a desktop belt- 
ing out an Earth ballad to the bank 
president. Carrying out the lockdown 
were 1 7 -year-old Sasha Coulter and 1 6- 
year-old Adina, supported by veteran 


EFler Karen Pickett. Soon after the 
lockdowns were attached to the corpo- 
rate headquarters, the Infernal Noise 
Brigade entered the downstairs lobby 
with drums, flags, whistles and a trom- 
bone. Without warning, and despite 
the dancing by lunchtime workers, the 
Portland Police Department tackled the 
brigade, pepper sprayed several and 
made four arrests. Due to police hyper- 
response, the entire 19-story office 
building was shut down for two hours. 
"Boycott Umpqua Bank: the Bank of 
Old Growth Logging" became an un- 
mistakable media message across the 
entire state. 

No sooner did the news story on 
Umpqua Bank 
come to a con- 
clusion, than 
Portland (and all 
of Washington 
for that matter) 
learned of the 
fourth EF! action 
that day. 

At dawn, three 
people locked 
down to drilling 
equipment to 
thwart attempts 
to install a gas 
pipeline in the 
Capitol State For- 
est just outside 
Olympia, Wash- 
ington. Nine 
were arrested as 
drilling was sus- 
pended, and the 
issue was moved to the front page. 

A clear indication of the success of 
the RRR was that people still gather 
by the hundreds under the banner 
"no compromise in defense of 
Mother Earth!" The day after clearly 
demonstrated that this is not just a 
slogan for a gathering, but a call to 
action that was heard by many. 

Confused during early adulthood, Tim 
Ream voted for Ronald Reagan twice be- 
fore realizing that the US was in fact the 
Evil Empire. 
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House Votes to Gut ESA 

Representatives Jim Hansen (R- 
UT), Richard Pombo (R-CA) and 
Greg Walden (R-OR) joined forces 
in their effort to weaken the En- 
dangered Species Act (FISA) by 
introducing HR 4840, the Sound 
Science for Endangered Species 
Act Planning Act of 2002. 

HR 4840 is a rehashed version of 
previous attempts to gut the ESA 
and would legislate what "science" 
can be used in ESA decision mak- 
ing. The ESA currently requires 
that all decisions use the "best- 
available science." 

On July 10, the House Resources 
Committee passed HR 4840 by a 
vote of 22- 1 8. Among other things, 
the bill requires the federal gov- 
ernment to take into account the 
impact of an ESA mandate on the 
economy of a region, and it estab- 
lishes a higher threshold for add- 
ing an animal or plant to the 
endangered species list. 

Opponents do not expect the 
bill to pass the Senate. 

Military Dodges Law 

In a move that defense officials 
say is necessary for military readi- 
ness in the new war on terrorism, 
the House of Representatives has 
adopted a measure in the 2003 
National Defense Authorization 
Act that exempts the military from 
environmental laws. 

The Department of Defense 
(DOD) controls 25 million acres 
of land that provides sanctuary to 
300 endangered or threatened 
species. The DOD claims its 
trainings have been seriously 
hampered by having to comply 
with the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) and other laws. Environ- 
mental groups contend that the 
new exemptions passed the House 
because they were submitted in 
committee at the last minute as 
amendments to the larger bill . 

The proposed measure will go 
before the Senate after its sum- 
mer recess. 
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THE EASTERN FOREST DEFENSE DIRECT ACTION CAMP 


by Chris Crews 

At the end of May, I had the chance 
to hang out with more than 100 dirty, 
freaky, tree-huggin' activists in the 
backwoods of Indiana and talk about 
smashing the state. Was it fun! 

Actually, most of us weren't that 
freaky, and we didn't smell all that 
bad. But the part about being that 
villous group known as "tree huggers" 
was most assuredly true. 

Why exactly had we all gathered in 
Paoli, Indiana? 

We came to strengthen and expand 
the grassroots network committed to 
defending what’s left of the 
public forests in the eastern 
US. Under the auspices of an 
Eastern Forest Defense Direct 
Action Camp, we counted 
among our numbers some of 
the most talented environmen- 
talists from mid western, south- 
ern and eastern states. 

The range of participants 
was amazing: from high school 
students to aging forest veter- 
ans. I found the week-long 
event especially exciting be- 
cause the vast majority of both 
organizers and participants 
were between the ages of 18 
and 32. The commitment and 
intensity that these enviro- 
campers exhibited was a slap 
in the face to those pathetic 
labels that pop culture tries to 
assign this generation. 

When I arrived, there was 
nothing but a large field with 
mowed paths and an old barn. 

By the end of the week, we'd 
transformed the space into a 
fully functioning direct action 
training facility, complete with 
a full field kitchen, outdoor 
restrooms and an impressive 
network of climbing structures 
in the tree canopy. 


Each day we hauled drinking water 
from the spring, collected firewood 
for that evening, discussed the state of 
the world and picked a lot of ticks off 
of our bodies. Besides, there's nothing 
quite like a week of camp food, espe- 
cially the food at this camp, to make 
you think you're in heaven. 

But we weren't there in search of 
nirvana. To save the forests in the 
East, we knew we'd have to create 
new coalitions, learn new skills and 
make commitments to protect not 
only our own bioregions, but the en- 
tire eastern forest region. 

Were we successful? 


I believe so. There were a tremen- 
dous number of workshops on pro- 
tecting our public lands, ranging from 
legal action in the courts to direct 
action in the forests. Everyone from 
community radio gurus to nonprofit 
lobbyists talked strategy on eastern 
forest defense and the different roles 
they were playing to further forest 
protection efforts. 

While the camp was very serious at 
times, it was also quite playful. One of 
the running jokes for the week was 
that the "Rebs" in the South and the 
"Yanks" from the North were finally 
starting to work together. The camp 
mascot, if we were to have 
had one, would have been 
"Deerdra, " the local deer. She 
was an orphan raised by some 
of the folks who live on the 
land there, and she acted 
more like a dog than a deer. It 
was quite a sight to see her 
licking people and chasing 
the dogs around the field. 

One particularly hearten- 
ing aspect of the week was 
the activists' willingness to 
abandon the internecine 
battles that plague the Left. 
Radical and more mainstream 
environmental organizations 
worked diligently to find 
common ground. Both 
groups recognized that pro- 
tecting the remaining forests 
is more important than their 
different organizing ap- 
proaches and that lawsuits 
combined with direct action 
are a formidable challenge to 
| the timber industry. 

.» Participants had a chance to 

= learn how to use nonviolent 
~ civil disobedience, community 
| organizing, lobbying, tree 
climbing, radio communica- 
tion, guerrilla economics, 
paperwrenching, stealth 



Skills such as tree climbing will play an important role 
in protecting eastern forests in the future. 
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Activists had a chance to use their workshop skills during a mock action the last day of camp. 


movement, group security, blockading 
and many other skills to protect public 
lands. All told, people came out of the 
camp with new skills and networks, 
focused on protecting the eastern pub- 
lic forests as a whole. 

If this sounds like a daunting task, it is. 
It is not, however, an insurmountable 
one. Stopping logging on public lands 
means that activists from different 
bioregions must work together, because 
even a relatively simple timber sale in- 
volves many states. For instance: A tim- 
ber sale in Tennessee might involve a 
purchaser in Ohio, a processor from 
Pennsylvania and a final sale in Maine. 

The need for a more effective and 
stronger forest protection movement 
can be seen in every public forest in 
the US. Multinational corporations 
such as Boise and Mead, working hand- 
in-hand with the US Forest Service 
(USFS), have turned public lands into 
black holes of destruction and mis- 
management. As more companies 
move back to the East Coast, having 
finished their decimation of western 
lands, there are more timber sales, 
mountain-top removals and more 
natural resource exploitation projects 
occurring in the East. The eastern for- 
ests are already seeing large timber 
sales coming up for review or being 
actively cut. 

For example, Ohio is currently revis- 
ing its Forest Management Plan. When 
complete, it will set the destructive 
agenda for the Wayne National Forest 
for the next decade. Oil exploration, 


off-road vehicle use and logging will 
only increase if it is not stopped. 

A sign of what's to come is just next 
door. The East Side Timber Sale is the 
largest on any national forest in the 
eastern US. Located in Pennsylvania's 
Allegheny National Forest, it is a blue- 
print for the future of public land man- 
agement if the timber industry has its 
way. As part of the sale, the USFS will 
permit more than 8,000 acres of log- 
ging, including 3,000 acres of clearcuts, 
3,500 acres sprayed with toxic herbicide 
and 125 miles of road construction. 

Will the public stand up and de- 
mand that their public lands be pro- 
tected before it is too late? There is a 
threshold in our ecosystems that can- 
not be crossed without dire conse- 
quences to all life on this planet. We 
are rapidly approaching that point as 
the water, land and air become pol- 
luted and destroyed. 

I refuse to watch my future be de- 
stroyed for profit. And I was honored 
to spend a week with many others 
who take the stance of "no compro- 
mise in defense of Mother Earth." 

That was the goal of this hearty 
band of campers and the focus of 
future organizing. As more timber 
companies move in, so will the de- 
fenders of the forests, bringing our 
skills full-force against the corpora- 
tions who profit from destroying our 
very lifeblood. 

Chris Crews is the co-founder mid ex- 
ecutive editor of the Athens Town Crier, 
www.athenstowncrier.com. 
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Double-cross at the Border 

In San Diego County, Califor- 
nia, the Immigration and Natural- 
ization Service (INS) and the US 
Border Pa t rol a re planning to com- 
plete the final stages of a three- 
tiered fence on a 14-mile-long 
swath of laud at the US-Mexico 
border. The fence would run east 
from the Pacific Coast through a 
series of canyons and mesas. 

This region is a hotspot for wild- 
life and a place where two cultures 
meet. The project will push mi- 
grants further east into mountain- 
ous and desert terrain, where many 
die each year crossing the border. 
It would also require significant 
amounts of destructive cut and fill 
earthwork in natural areas. 

The one proposed alternative 
to the plan is not much different. 
For instance, in an area called 
"Smuggler's Gulch," fence con- 
struction would require cutting 
off the tops of mesas to fill the 
canyon. As a result, an estimated 
two million cubic yards of fill 
would eventually erode into the 
Tijuana Estuary. 

The project's Environmental 
Impact Statement is due to be 
released in August. 

Snitching on Monsanto 

In May, Canadian organic 
farmer Marc Loiselle revealed the 
locations of two secret genetically 
modified (CM) wheat test sites 
operated by Monsanto. 

Loiselle announced that 
there are test plots located in 
Saskatchewan at Agriculture 
Canada's Scott Research Farm and 
at the privately owned Ag-Quest 
Company. He learned about the 
locations from an agronomic com- 
mittee he sits on. 

There are 33 sites where 
Monsanto is testing GM wheat in 
western Canada. 

Prior to Loise lie's expose, the 
locations of the test plots were 
unknown to the public and the 
Ca nadia rt govern ment. 
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'Zip the potest Service 

Activists Fight to Save the Bitterroot 


BY DOGFOLKS 

Fire! Burning, raging through 
300,000 acres of forest. Killing, rejuve- 
nating — the cycle of life... and death. 
This is a tale of fire's restoration of a 
forest, logging's destruction of a forest 
and Wild Rockies Earth Firstl's (WREF!) 
campaign to save a forest. 

The lines were drawn in 2000 
when fire raged through the Bit- 
terroot National Forest in Mon- 
tana. Before the last embers had 
cooled, the US Forest Service 
(USFS) and its buddies in big 
timber had made their plans 
(see EF!J May-June 2002). Soon 
after, environmentalists sold 
out, deals were made, and fi- 
nally, noth- 
ing was left 
standing in 
the way of the 
destruction of 
the Bitterroot 

Forest but a handful of dedi- 
cated activists known as WREF! 

Activists gathered for the cam- 
paign to save the Bitterroot dur- 
ing WREFI's Wild Rockies Regional 
Rendezvous from May 21-24. After four 
days of awesome workshops, good food 
and better company, WREF! was up 
before the sun and on the road, ready 
to do business. They were off to see 
what the bunnies had left out in front 
of the Bitterroot National Forest 
supervisor's office. At the office, they 


discovered two 55-gallon barrels of ce- 
ment right in front of the main door. In 
moments, Redge Peterson was locked 
in and comfortable, ready to once again 
bring attention to the largest timber 
sale in Montana's history. 

Hours later, the chief of police, the 
county sheriff and some lowly law 


enforcement officers started to wan- 
der up. They explained that we had to 
move ourselves and our structure 
across the parking lot. Redge declared 
that moving wasn't an option. The 
rest of the crew moved across the 
way, and the long afternoon was 
passed with singing, chanting and 
talking to the press. WREFi's message 


was that logging destroys, not restores, 
forests. Finally, after more than 11 
hours of being locked down and the 
close of a not so "business-as-usual" 
day, Redge unlocked. 

The local media attention and Redge's 
arraignment on charges of obstructing 
an officer kept us busy for a couple of 
days. Then, just as things started 
to slow down, two WREF! folks 
were up in the woods monitoring 
the logging for a 
potential law- 
suit when, lo 
and behold, 
they found the 
road blocked by 
a logging truck. 
When the driver moved the truck 
five minutes later, the road was 
1 filled with county sheriffs. One of 
| the activists questioned the of- 
I ficcr who in turn asked for his 
T. identification and was promptly 
| arrested for obstruction. The other 
5 WREF! member was detained for 
hours, until law enforcement of- 
ficers showed up to explain that 
the sale had been closed to the 
public. Though signs weren't posted, 
the WREF! activist was instructed to call 
later in the week to see if the Freddies 
wanted to arrest him. 

Since the Bitterroot Area Recovery 
Plan's (BAR) inception, WREF! has been 
monitoring the areas slated to be logged. 
WREF! has recorded scores of viola- 
tions, including trees cut inside buffer 
zones, illegally cut green trees and sedi- 
mentation from failing roads. The lat- 
est harassment from the USFS was just 
another attempt to keep WREF! from 
finding out what's really going on in 
the Bitterroot. 

One week after Redge's arrest, 
WREF! began a three-day vigil in a 
maple tree outside of the federal build- 
ing in Missoula in honor of the na- 
tional day of action against Bush's 
Undersecretary of Agriculture Mark 
Rey. Rey is responsible for exempting 
the Bitterroot timber sales from an 
administrative challenge or appeal. 
This exemption led to the controver- 
sial deal in which 60 million board 
feet of timber will be removed from 
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Wild Rockies Week 
August 11-18 

Come to the, Bitterroot for a week 
of resistance against the destruction 
of the Northern Rockies ecosystem. 
Wild Rockies Week will be a hoot 
and a holler. We'll put the public 
back in public lands and give the 
Freddies an ulcer in the process. 
Workshops, skillshares, and of course 
other things (like maybe an action 


or two or ten) will be going on all 
week long. 

Don't be a stranger. Last week, 
someone even told us that we're 
nice people. Remember how, right 
after Seattle, you wished you had 
gone? Don't make that mistake 
again! Exercise your thumb, hop a 
freight and if it comes to it, squish 
nine people into your Geo Metro. 
Free food will be provided by those 
great folks with Seeds of Peace. 

For more information, or to let us 
know you're coming, contact WREF!, 
POB 1742, Missoula, MT, 59806; (406) 
549-8863; wref( n) wildrockies.org. 



Redge, locked into barrels, in front of the Bitterroot 
National Forest office 
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The devastating effects of cable logging 

14,000 acres of Bitterroot forest and 
roadless areas without appeal. An- 
other 120 million board feet 
of timber remains on the 
table, its future unclear. 

On June 16, WREF! learned 
that the USFS had made changes 
in the Bitterroot timber sale con- 
tracts that went against the Record 
of Decision from the BAR settlement 
and the Environmental Impact State- 
ment. The changes were made through 
a loophole in the National Environ- 
mental Policy Act known as the 18.1 
process, which allows the USFS to make 
major changes in their mediated plan of 
actions without notification of the par- 
ties involved in the mediation. These 
changes were made after WREF! activ- 
ists met with Bitterroot Forest Supervi- 
sor Leslie Thompson and presented all 
of the BAR violations they had found. 
Amazingly enough, the 18.1 changes 
made all the violations legal. 

One of the major changes allows 
Summer cable logging in the Little Bull 
Timber Sale. The USFS has justified the 
use of this destructive method of cable 
yarding during the Winter because soil 
damage supposedly does not occur if 
done over snow. The addition of Sum- 
mer cable logging has already proven 
to be detrimental to the soil. Huge 
trenches have been created on hill- 
sides, increasing the sedimentation of 
streams already affected by logging. 


In response to this USFS double-cross, 
WREF! jumped into action. On June 19, 
Stephanie Valle and Sean McCoy re- 
pelled from the Van Buren Street bridge 
in Missoula, Montana, on ropes an- 
chored to a logging truck hauling trees 
from the Bitterroot. The Bitterroot ban- 
ner hangers aimed to raise awareness of 
the cost of globalization in the local 
community. The banner that hung be- 
tween them declared, "Global Capital- 
ism Kills Our Forest." 

An hour later, police removed the 
activists and charged them with 
felony criminal endangerment. After 
spending four weeks in jail, Stephanie 
and Sean were arraigned in District 
Court and released under strict con- 
ditions. Four other activists were ar- 
rested for stopping the logging truck 
and originally charged with disor- 
derly conduct and blocking the road- 
way. Those charges have since been 
upgraded to felony accountability 
to criminal endangerment. 

On July 8, WREF! took to the 
trees again when they learned 
about a proposed helicopter land- 
ing site in the Bitterroot. Live trees 
will be cut to clear the landing pad, 
which will be used for helicopter logging 
in the Little Bull and Big Bull Timber 
Sales. The activists who are occupying 
the new treesit are also protesting the 
destructive changes made through the 
18.1 process and the multiple violations 
WREF! found in the Bitterroot. 

These actions are just the beginning. 
Outreach is happening, people are dis- 
covering that the Bitterroot issue hasn't 
died and neither will the Bitterroot if 
WREF! gets its way. But we need your 
help. Join us in stopping what could be 
the greatest salvage scam of all time. 
Send donations. Or better yet, come to 
the wild Rockies and help save the last, 
best place. 

The Dogfolks have been involved in EF! 
for more than 1 5 years and are thrilled to be 
a part of WREF! working on the sexiest 
campaign in 
America: the 

Bitterroot. N ' 

Mo 
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Refugees in Waste Dump 
Homes will Die 

On June 8, experts declared that 
thousands of refugees living on a 
chemical waste dump outside 
Durres, the main port in Albania, 
are condemned to liver disease 
and cancer from exposure to chro- 
mium VI. Many thousands more 
are in danger from eating fish from 
the Adriatic Sea contaminated with 
lindane, another carcinogen, 
washed from the dump. 

Besnik Baraj, an Albanian chem- 
istry professor and expert on chro- 
mium VI, said, "These children are 
bound to have kidney failure and 
liver cancer. It will take years, but it 
will come to all the people living 
here." Last year, the United Nation's 
Environment Program identified 
the dump as the worst environ- 
mental hotspot in the Balkans. 

The chromium VI could easily 
be neutralized by treatment with 
iron, Baraj added. "We could prob- 
ably cure the dump with 700,000 
pounds. It seems so little." Three 
thousand people live in the con- 
taminated area, and 10,000 use 
the water supply. 

Vultures Die Mysteriously 

Scientists are baffled over the 
disappearance of vultures in In- 
dia. Throughout the 1980s, white- 
back and long-billed vultures were 
so numerous that it wasn’t un- 
usual to see hundreds circling a 
dump or sitting together in a tree. 

Since the 1990s, however, thou- 
sands of healthy-looking vultures 
have died. Local people reported 
seeing some birds die in mid-flight 
and drop straight to the ground. 
By the late '90s, nearly 90 percent 
of the two species were gone. 

Scientists are currently search- 
ing for a cause. They have ruled 
out pesticides since only vultures 
are dying, and toxins have not 
been found in the carcasses. 
"The only plausible cause is a 
disease factor," said toxicologist 
Robert Risebrough. 
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Massive Coal Mine Threatens 



The sacred Zuni Salt Lake in New Mexico 


by Bryn Jones 

Consistent with the Bush administration's partiality to 
the mining industry, on May 31, the Department of Inte- 
rior (DOI) signed a plan that will allow coal to be mined 
from more than 1 8,000 acres throughout Cibola and Catron 
Counties in New Mexico. The Salt River Project (SRP), an 
Arizona-based electric utility and the third largest public 
utility in the US, seeks to operate the Fence Lake Mine on 
public, state and private lands. The state of New Mexico 
approved the mine in 1996, but mining could not begin 
until approval was received from the DOI. On three previ- 
ous occasions, the DOI was prepared to issue a decision, yet 


public pressure initiated by the Zuni Salt Lake 
Coalition prevented it. 

Having been granted the necessary permis- 
sion by the DOI, SRP now anticipates starting 
its mining operations by 2005. If we do not 
stop SRP in its tracks, it will drill, blast, scrape 
and rip through the Earth's surface to extract 
more than 80 million tons of coal during the 
next 40 years. For every ton of coal, 20 tons 
of soil and rocks will also be removed. In 
some areas, pits up to 240 feet deep will be 
carved out of the Earth. Coal from the mine 
will then be transported to the Coronado 
Generating Station in St. Johns, Arizona, 
where cheap electricity will be produced for 
SRP's customers in the greater Phoenix area. 
Surplus energy created by SRP will be sold to 
other western states. 

SRP will also pump groundwater to remove 
coal that underlies the water table and to 
control dust kicked up by the mine. Cur- 
rently, SRP proposes to pump 85 gallons per 
minute from the Dakota and Atarque aqui- 
fers, but it has rights to pump 900 gallons per 
minute. Both of these aquifers feed the Zuni 
Salt Lake, located only 10 miles from where 
groundwater will be pumped. 

SRP claims that any impacts on the lake 
would be negligible. However, five hydrologi- 
cal studies completed since 1992 confirm that 
1 groundwater pumping at the mine will have a 
| devastating impact on Zuni Salt Lake, a place 
| sacred to many indigenous people. 

T Southwestern tribes, including the Zuni, 
| Acoma, Laguna, Hopi, Dine and Apache, have 
“ traditionally made pilgrimages to Zuni Salt 
I Lake to gather salt for ceremonial and domes- 
§ tic uses, as well as to seek spiritual guidance. It 
I is the home of one of the Zuni's most impor- 
tant deities, Ma'lokyattsik'i, or "Salt Mother." 
Long ago, Salt Mother lived closer to the 
Zuni Pueblo. It is said that she left her home there because 
the people were gathering salt without proper offerings 
and were then wasting it. She went to the lake, 60 miles 
to the south, so that the people would have to travel a 
further distance to gather salt. Ever since, the lake has 
been such an integral part of Zuni culture that in the Zuni 
language, the direction of south is referred to as 
Ma'k'yayakwi, or "the general direction of the Salt Lake." 
Salt Mother warned that if she was disrespected again, she 
would leave the Zuni forever. 

On pilgrimages to the lake, tribes followed ancient salt- 
gathering trails through the ecologically rich and diverse 
area surrounding the lake, known as the "Sanctuary 
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Zuni Salt Lalce 


Zone." Dominated by pinyon-juni- 
per woodlands and desert grassland, 
the area's wildlife flourishes. Mule 
deer, bobcats and owls can be found 
taking cover under the trees, while 
pronghorn antelope, eagles and foxes 
utilize the open spaces. In under- 
ground tunnels, burrowing owls, prai- 
rie dogs and snakes thrive. During 
times of rain, lakes will appear, at- 
tracting shorebirds, waterfowl, toads 
and frogs. 

Native peoples have long held a deep 
respect for this unique area. When 
traveling through the Sanctuary Zone, 
tribes would suspend their hostilities 
so that everyone could share in the 
sanctity of the Salt Mother. 

Up until now, the proposed mine 
area has been left relatively undisturbed. 
The majority of the land is eligible for 


inclusion in the National Register of 
Historic Places for its cultural and his- 
torical value. More than 500 human 
burial sites are located in the area, as are 
a multitude of shrines and archaeologi- 
cal sites. Yet, if SRP has its way, it will 
ravage the land so that it can profit off 
of ethnocidal coal. 

The seriousness of the current situ- 
ation compelled the Zuni to call upon 
a religious society from the Jemez 
Pueblo for help — something that has 
not happened in more than 20 years. 
During the last weekend of April, 
Jemez religious leaders traveled to 
Zuni to conduct a purification cer- 
emony. Working together and involv- 
ing everyone on the reservation in 
the ceremony, the tribes imposed a 
curfew throughout the Pueblo. Effec- 
tively shutting down the reservation, 
the religious ceremony mandated that 


people stay indoors with their lights 
off and window shades drawn. The 
significance of the curfew and cer- 
emony at this point in time reflects 
the growing intensity in the struggle 
to stop SRP's Fence Lake Mine. 

To the Zuni, this is a never-ending 
battle. The DOI purports to care about 
the lake, in addition to other critical 
cultural and environmental resources 
in the mine area. In its approval of 
the mine, the DOI prohibited SRP 
from using the Dakota Aquifer, and it 
is requiring that pump tests be con- 
ducted for the Atarque Aquifer. 

This is not enough. The Zuni believe 
that protection of the lake and the sur- 
rounding Sanctuary Zone cannot be 
guaranteed in any way other than by 
completely rejecting 
the mine. 


The Zuni are not alone in this fight. 
Formed in 2001, the Zuni Salt 
Lake Coalition — which includes the 
Zuni Pueblo, Center for Biological 
Diversity, Sierra Club Environmen- 
tal Justice Program, Citizens Coal 
Council and the Water Information 
Network — is committed to preserv- 
ing Zuni Salt Lake and the surround- 
ing areas. 

The coalition is mounting a mas- 
sive organizing campaign to build 
grassroots support for the protection 
of Zuni Salt Lake. It will be sending a 
strong message to SRP that desecra- 
tion of sacred sites and wild areas 
is unacceptable. 

For more information, visit 
www.zunisaltlakecoalition.org. 

Bryn Jones is a law student at the 
University of Arizona and an intern at the 
Center for Biological Diversity. 
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HLS Drops Lawsuit 

On July 8, Huntingdon Life Sci- 
ences (HLS) dismissed its multi- 
million dollar Racketeer Influenced 
and Corrupt Organization (RICO) 
lawsuit against several animal rights 
groups and individuals, after more 
than a year of litigation. 

The dismissal sets a precedent 
for activists nationwide as Stop 
Huntingdon Animal Cruelty, the 
campaign organizing to close HLS, 
refused to back down in the face 
of legal bullying. 

HLS and Stephens, Inc. were 
asking for punitive damages in 
excess of $10 million. They also 
sought injunctive relief that 
would set time, place and man- 
ner restrictions on all protests 
against HLS and its affiliates. It is 
estimated that they spent more 
than $650,000 in attorney fees. 

HLS has been targeted by ani- 
mal rights activists after five un- 
dercover investigations revealed a 
pattern of horrific animal cruelty. 
As a result of pressure from animal 
rights activists, Huntingdon has 
gone from a $100 million dollar 
company to its current worth of 
$10 million. 

Headwaters Plan Released 

The Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment (BLM) released its long- 
awaited Draft Management Plan 
for the Headwaters Reserve in 
early June. The plan outlines man- 
agement and designation options 
for the 7,400 acres of redwood 
forest that were purchased from 
Maxxam/Pacific Lumber with 
state and federal funds during the 
1999 Headwaters deal. 

According to the Bay Area Coa- 
lition for Headwaters, the BLM's 
plan is "for the most part an eco- 
logically sound, biologically sen- 
sitive approach. Yet potentially 
harmful activities are being con- 
sidered. A prudent management 
approach must be adopted to pre- 
vent any negative ecological im- 
pacts from human activities." 


The Zuni believe that protection of the lake and the 
surrounding Sanctuary Zone cannot be guaranteed in 
an y way other than by completely rejectingthe mine. 
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Pickaxe Politics 


by Kyle Reese 

Mining conglomerates continue to vye for gold, copper 
and the 10th largest zinc deposit in the world found at the 
proposed Crandon Mine in Wisconsin. Located next to the 
Mole Lake Chippewa Reservation at the headwaters of the 
Wolf River, an underground shaft mine 
would provide ore for about 25 years. It 
was near the Wolf River that hundreds 
of EFlers gathered to defend the area 
from ExxonMobil in 1997 (see EF!J f 
June-July 1997). The proposed mine 
has attracted EF! and mainstream criti- 
cism in W isconsin like no other envi- 
ronmental issue, and now the state 
legislature is preparing to knock the 
mine out of existence. 

In May, a coalition of environ- 
mental groups and Native tribes pro- 
posed that the state purchase the land 
and the mineral rights to create an 
ecological preserve. Though Wisconsin 
is presently facing budget shortfalls of more than one billion 
dollars, the governor has called the idea "intriguing," and the 
mining company has said it would sell out for the right price. 

Mining wastes are not currently subject to hazardous 
waste laws in Wisconsin, even if the wastes contain deadly 
cyanide and other toxic chemicals. Despite the fact that polls 
show more than half of Wisconsin residents oppose the 
mine, state Senate Bills 160 and 271 have been stalled. 
Respectively, these bills would ban the use of cyanide and 
would end special treatment for mining in Wisconsin. 




The state has issued none of the needed permits for the mine 
which could start operations in 2005. If the mine is approved, 
it would be operated by one of the world's largest mining 
corporations, BHP-Billiton, who bought the rights from 
ExxonMobil. This mining giant has been responsible for some 
of the world's most flagrant environmental disasters. At the 
Tedi River in Papua New Guinea, BHP-Billiton has dumped 
80,000 tons of waste daily since 1984. 

The debate has also sparked a precedent-setting court case 
that confirmed Native sovereignty over water 
on the Mole Lake Chippewa Reservation, 
which is threatened by the mine's poten- 
tial usage of the aquifer. The planned mine 
lies on territory sold by the Chippewa 
Nation to the US in 1842 and is also on a 
12-square-mile tract of land promised to 
the Mole Lake Sokaogon Chippewa in 1855. 
Treaties guarantee the Chippewa access to 
wild rice, fish and some wild game on ceded 
lands. The Mole Lake Reservation is a prime 
harvester of wild rice, which would be threat- 
ened by any water drawdown. 

The nearby Menominee, Potawatomi and 
Stockbridge-Munsee Nations would also be 
affected by the mine pollution. Former De- 
partment of Natural Resources Secretary 
George Meyer admitted that Native Americans "have a case" 
in using treaties to prevent damage to natural resources. These 
decisions in favor of indigenous rights could preserve the Wolf 
River for Native and non-Native peoples alike. 

Support for the cyanide ban and no special treatment bills is 
needed! For more information, contact the Wolf Watershed 
Educational Project, c/o Midwest Treaty Network, POB 14382, 
Madison, WI 53714-4382; (800) 445-8615; www.treatyland.com. 

Kyle Reese is a Wisconsin Earth Firstler who has been involved 
in the Wolf Creek campaign since 1997. 
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Forest Destroyers Delivered Black Eye 

On June 9, two activists from the Cascadia Forest De- 
fenders stormed the North American Wholesale Lumber 
Association's (NAWLA) annual board of directors meeting 
at the Broadmoor Hotel in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

NAWLA is made up of 650 different lumber associations 
from the US and Canada. NAWLA has been identified by 
activists as a crucial target in the struggle to protect endan- 
gered ecosystems, since the majority of timber sale buyers 
rely on lumber wholesalers to turn a profit. 

The board of directors sat stunned and silent as the 
activists delivered their message: "If you don't stop direct- 
ing the wood market to destroy our forests in the US and 
around the world, we will work to cut off the market for 
your products." 

The following day, activists hung a 45-foot banner 
from the hotel which read: “NAWLA — 110 years of 
corporate forest rip off." The banner hang coincided 
with a march in front of the hotel by forest, Chicano and 
labor activists. 

Law enforcement arrived quickly on the scene. The 
banner was cut down and three activists were arrested. 


Groups Protest 100 Years of River 
Destruction by BuRec 

Raising awareness surrounding the past 100 years of 
river destruction, a network of environmental groups 
traveled to Hoover Dam in time to protest the Bureau of 
Reclamation's (BuRec) centennial birthday party on 
June 17. 

The "Sediment-al Journey, " a five-day trek covering 700 
miles, culminated in a protest of BuRec's environmentally 
destructive policies. Along the way, the caravan hosted a 
series of events to draw attention to the negative environ- 
mental and cultural impacts caused by BuRec's dam- 
building legacy. 

The protest focused specifically on Glen Canyon Dam. 
By trapping 95 percent of the sediment and nutrients 
that once flowed into the Grand Canyon, Glen Canyon 
Dam has jeopardized this natural wonder’s ecosystem. It 
has also threatened the cultural heritage of a number of 
Native peoples. 

The protest was considered a success, receiving wide- 
spread media coverage and raising awareness of BuRec’s 
irresponsible policies. 
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by Sprig 

Your waterproofed nylon backpack 
with a lightweight magnesium frame 
fits snugly to your back as you walk 
along the ridge. Inside you carry all 
you need from civilization to "get back 
to nature." You are not camping in a 
RV — complete with generator, port-a- 
potty and dirtbike. You are roughing it 
in the wilds, leaving no trace. 

Maybe this is true about where you 
camped last night, but not about what 
you slept in. It's truly ironic that the 
tools that help us experience wild nature 
also take from it in the process. Your 
pack is an open-pit mine strapped to 
your back, even if it's canvas. Inside, you 
carry your cook-kit made from iron and 
manganese or aluminum with nested utensils made of 
stainless steel — a complex alloy of primarily iron, chro- 
mium, nickel and copper. An open-pit copper mine is a 
colossal manmade crater, as much as a half-mile deep and 
two miles across. It's evocative of the top of Mount St. 
Helens, only here the ripping of the land is done gradually, 
by explosives, bulldozers and trucks the size of two-story 
buildings. A mine produces enormous piles of waste, 
which turn canyons and fields into plateaus and moun- 
tains. Sulfuric acid is dripped through some piles to extract 
the copper. Copper mines consume enormous quantities 
of water in areas where water is precious. There is also a 
threat of poisonous discharge to rivers near the mines. 

Your backpack frame is either made of bauxite which is 
high in alumina, magnesium or fiberglass. Bauxite is high 
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in alumina and is used to produce aluminum in an energy- 
intensive electro-chemical process. If it's a radical light- 
weight frame, it's made from magnesium which is usually 
extracted from a rock called dolomite or from magnesite. 
This process also uses a lot of electricity. Fiberglass is a 
quartz-based glass made with borates, dug from open-pit 
and underground mines, mostly in California and Turkey. 

The nylon encasing your backpack and sleeping bag and 
the lightweight, insulating filling are products manufac- 
tured from oil or coal. More than 40 percent of all the 
petroleum products used in the US are imported. That's one 
reason why George W. Bush is fighting the war for oil in 
Afghanistan for us, so we can drive out to nature and 
engage it courtesy of our petrochemical backpacks. 

Sometimes I wonder how John Muir did it with only 
his wool pants and walking stick. What happened when 
it rained? Did he just get wet without a vinyl raincoat? 
His canvas backpack at that time was not a product of 
the petrochemicals used to grow cotton today, but he 
probably did have some brass snaps made from copper 
and zinc. 

The course of our history was all 
downhill after John Muir's time, 
as humans began mining the 
Earth more intensively. Our 
need to return to the wild soon 
became inextricably linked 
with nature's desecration as 
others sought to civilize it. 

Can we return to a more 
sustainable wild experi- 
ence? Something to think 
about as you ascend to the 
next vista. 
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Netherlands Eco-Insurgence Roundup 

To celebrate its sixth anniversary, GroenFront! called for a 
month of ecological insurgence throughout the Netherlands. 

Jump starting the month of actions, on May 24-25, 
activists held trainings and workshops, such as "how to 
occupy a Starbucks construction site," at the Africaport 
near the town of Ruigoord. The recently completed 
Africaport, site of a former treesit camp, is where Starbucks 
is considering building its European distribution center. 

GroenFront! activists protested the expansion of the 
Schiphol Amsterdam Airport by occupying a construction 
crane on June 4. The airport was cited as the largest source 
of carbon dioxide emissions in the Netherlands. Banners 
were attached to the crane reading "Stop Jet Expansion" 
and "Nature will Strike Back." 

Activists struck back on June 15 when they visited the 
construction site of the Betuwelijn tunnel under the 
Pannerden Canal at Doorneburg. In addition to some 
"misplaced equipment," slogans were spray painted on the 
site for visitors to contemplate. If completed, the tunnel 
under the canal would link to the undeveloped Kandia 
Nature Preserve. 


In Utrecht, 50 bicyclists took over parking garages on 
June 1 7 to protest the devastating effects cars have on the 
environment. One garage was shut down by security, and 
no cars were able to leave or enter. GroenFront! argues that 
the money spent on the parking garages the city hopes to 
build would be better spent on public transportation. 

To top off the month of actions, 1,000 people occupied 
the highway leading from Utrecht to Amersfoort for seven 
hours on June 21. The street party, "Rave Against the 
Machine," was in solidarity with the actions against the 
European Union summit being held in Sevilla, Spain. 

GE Field Test Disinfected with "Elvenwine" 

On June 13, the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) disinfected 
a genetically engineered test plot at the botanical gardens 
at Utrecht University in the Netherlands. "The genetically 
modified bacteria were destroyed because of our spilling 
distilled elvenwine," stated an ELF communique. 

It continued, "We had a bit of a party a week or so before 
midsummer, and those gardens are the only thing that's a 
bit nice in the concrete of De Uithof [the main campus of 
the Utrecht University]." 
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BY Cl.O 

The fourth annual Wildearth gath- 
ering, held in British Columbia in June, 
was an attempt to refuel and expand 
the radical en vironmental movement. 
Our main focus was to address the 
many mistakes white environmental 
groups have made in relations with 
the first stewards of the land — indig- 
enous peoples. Wildearth was attended 
by indigenous families from five dif- 
ferent areas of western Canada. Theii 
strong presence and t he teachings t hey 
left with the white activists who at- 
tended was profound. Our intention 
was to build solidarity between indig- 
enous and non-indigenous people, 
outside of the band councils and out- 
side the non-governmental organiza- 
tions. As Brian Granbois of the Dene 
Nation of Cold Lake, Alberta, “We are 
all outcasts here, It's time the outcasts 
got together." 

At one Wildearth workshop, 
"America's Holocaust," Charlie 
"Wolf" Smoke, of Lakota/Mohawk lin- 
eage, admitted his discomfort talking 
to a group of white people. Normally, 
he addresses groups of white people 


when he is being arrested or inter- 
viewed by the press. As a "Sovereign 
Indian," Wolf refuses to apply for 
citizenship and is continually ha- 
rassed, arrested and under surveil- 
la nee. His quiet voice was interrupted 
repeatedly by a hovering police heli- 
copter. He wasn't fazed. 

Wolf asked us many hard questions. 
One sticks in my mind: "If your fight 
was life and death, where and what 
strength would you draw from?" For 
most white people the fight has never 
been life and death, but for indigenous 
people il still is. Wolf said, "The simple 
fact is that we indigenous people 
cannot be separated from the land. 
Regardless of how well-meaning you 
may be, once an area of land is 
thoroughly polluted, you will turn 
your backs on it and leave. We alone 
will remain." 

The Sinixt people were represented 
by the strong voice of their local 
spokesperson, Marilyn James. James 
and her family, who live in the Slocan 
Valley, have been declared extinct by 
the Canadian government. She 
explained how she's been treated by 
many environmental groups, 
including FT!, who sometimes ask 



permission from indigenous people to 
do an action but ignore the answer if 
it is no. "If environmental groups want 
to work with Indians, they better start 
accepting that they are going to get 
answers they don't like sometimes." 

When asked about indigenous 
groups that are willing to sell the land 
and participate in its destruction, she 
took a breath, leaned in and said, 
"Where there are right Indians, there 
are left Indians. The right Indians get 
the control of the band council, the 
huge yearly checks from the govern- 
ment and promises of infrastructure. 
The left Indians are the left-out Indi- 
ans. They are left out of every deci- 
sion regarding their land and lives. 
They are the poorest and most 
marginalized, because they still have 
a connection to the land and are not 
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Sit-in and Hunger Strike Protests Dam 

Nearly 15,0 tribal people affected by the Maan Dam in 
India Started an indefinite sit-in in Bhopal on May 1 5. Four 
activists from the group went on a hunger strike on May 20. 
Families impacted by the dam demanded that the con- 
struction immediately stop. 

One of 30 large dams planned as part of the Narmada 
Valley Development Project, tire Maan Dam was granted 
clearance by the Central Environment Ministry in 1994. 
This was done on the condition that the people affected by 
the dam he relocated to non-forested agricultural land. 

Yet today, 1 ,000 families still live in the area, and before 
their villages were to be flooded during the upcoming 
monsoon season, people decided to take action. 

The state administration responded by cutting electric- 
ity, removing water pumps, bulldozing trees and schools in 
an effort to forcibly evict the people from their villages. 
Those engaged in the sit-in were arrested, hut the four 
people on hunger strike continued. 

The fasting activists, determined to wait until the gov- 
ernment responded favorably, had to go underground 
during their hunger strike because of the heavy police 


presence. Despite intense combing of the area by the 
police, the people on hunger strike went undetected. 

Twenty-ninedays after thehungerstrike began, thegovem- 
ment agreed to set up an independent Grievance Redressal 
Authority to ensure that the rehabilitation of the Maan Dam- 
affected people be completed no later than July 31. 

Now that the hunger strike has ended, the people from 
throughout the project area have resolved to stop the dam 
through nonviolent, but militant, struggle. 

Nigerian Women Take on Oil Giant 

On July 8, more than 2,000 women in the Niger Delta 
occupied one of Chevron-Texaco's major oil facilities, ef- 
fectively closing the terminal for nine days. They arrived at 
the Escravos export terminal after nonvioiently seizing a 
boat used to transport workers to the island facility. 

The Niger Delta region is often a site of contention. 
Locals accuse oil companies and government partners of 
neglect, despite the tremendous fortune being pumped 
from the land. Although the site provides $20 billion in 
annual exports for the country, people in the area live 
without electricity. 
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willing to sell. Look for these left-out 
Indians and ask them how you can 
support them.” 

The traditional Dene of Cold Lake 
are some of these left-out Indians. 
While Canada's war machine contin- 
ues to test weapons of mass destruc- 
tion in Cold Lake Territory, the Dene 
band council sells off tribal land for 
$35 an acre. The Montgrand family is 
now fighting the recently created 
Clearwater Provincial Park, where they 
are no longer allowed to hunt or fish 
(see £T// June-July 2002). 

This strength was also shown from 
Helen and Frank of the Carrier 
Wetsuweten Nation who have 
dedicated their lives to asserting their 
rights as indigenous people against all 
odds. I thank them for their 
willingness to answer our questions 
with openness and honesty. 

I'm sure we will continue to make 
mistakes, but maybe they will be less 
frequent in the future. As a white 
person, I have spent a lot of time 
feeling that we had ruined our chance 
to work with indigenous people. I was 
very grateful for this opportunity to 
listen and learn. 

For more information, visit 
www.tao.ca/~wildearth/. 

Clo is a BC forest defender working on 
indigenous alliance building. 
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Nine days after beginning the siege, a verbal agreement 
was reached to end the occupation with Chevron-Texaco 
agreeing to hire villagers, build schools, provide water, 
electricity and other amenities to the community. 

This was the first such action taken exclusively by women. 

Julia Butterfly Arrested in Ecuador 

Representatives of Ecuador's Mindo community, J ulia "But- 
terfly" Hill, members of Accion Ecologica and Amazon Watch 
re-occupied the Guarumos construction site of Ecuador's 
Oleoducto de Crudos Pesados (OCP) pipeline in the Mindo 
Nambillo Cloud Forest Reserve on July 15. 

The following day, after a meeting scheduled with Occi- 
dental Petroleum (OXY) was denied, Hill and seven other 
activists were arrested. With OXY's offices shut down for 
two hours by protesters, the company eventually agreed to 
meet with community representatives. 

Seven people were also arrested on July 16 in the Amazo- 
nian province of Sucumbios in solidarity with the resistance 
against the OCP. 

Before a hearing could be held to call for the release of the 
activists, the Ecuadorian government made a decision to 


immediately deport Hill to Panama. "Why is it that 
transnational oil companies can come to Ecuador, invade 
people’s lands, ravage ecosystems and be welcomed by the 
Ecuadorian government, when those who come to lend 
their solidarity to those impacted by these projects are 
mistreated and deported?,” asked Hill. 

A majority of the crude oil that would flow through the 
OCP pipeline would be destined for US markets. Los 
Angeles-based Occidental Petroleum is a key member of 
the OCP consortium. 

Electronic Civil Disobedience Floods HLS 

Animal rights activists participated in an electronic 
civil disobedience action against Huntingdon Life Sci- 
ences (HLS) in June that lasted for more than a week and 
flooded the company's website and email systems. This 
"virtual sit-in"— -aimed at drawing attention to the ani- 
mal abuse that goes on inside HLS — made the HLS website 
unreachable. It also made it difficult for HLS employees 
to send external email messages. On several occasions, 
more than 2,000 people took part in the sit-in within a 
24-hour period. 
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Nailing the 


On June 15, the 
Fee Demo National 
Day of Action was 
markedby30pro- 
tests held in nine 
states across the 
country. Acti- 
vists gathered to 
voice their dissent 
against the ongo- 
ing Recreation Fee 
Demonstration Pro- 
gram that charges 
people money to use pub- 
lic lands. 

A diversity of creative 
actions took place throughout the day. In front of the Disney 
Store in San Francisco, passersby were confronted with a mock 
" Public Access Sidewalk Fee" collection booth set up to empha- 
size the relevance of the public lands user fee issue in an urban 
setting. A sign on the booth asked the question, "Would you 
let this happen to your city's parks and public spaces?" 

In Twisp, Washington, Free the Forests led 50 protesters (six 
percent of the town's population) in a festive march to the 
local Forest Service office. There, they presented a nationwide 
petition containing more than 18,000 signatures against the 
fee demo program. 

Activists in Durango, Colorado, held a toilet paper drive, 
and then mailed the rolls to Representativejim Hansen, chair 
of the House Resources Committee and one of the architects 
of fee demo. They highlighted the fact that Congress budgets 
millions of dollars to build things like fancy new toilets, but 
it only spends pennies to manage public lands and to main- 



to make the program permanent. In July, he announced 
that, due to public opposition, he would not introduce the 
bill before he left office. 

Similarly, Larry Craig, a Republican senator from Idaho, 
had been a staunch supporter of the fee demo program since 
its inception, but declared in July that he was also pulling his 
support. "The grades are in, and the Recreation Fee Demon- 
stration Project flunked in Idaho," said Craig. "We have seen 
the Forest Service aggressively expand the user fees beyond 
the original intent of the program. In some instances the 
Forest Service has taken a 'field of dreams' approach: If they 
build it, the public will pay." 

Many fee demo opponents believe that federal agencies, 
such as the Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment, already receive adequate taxpayer money to manage 
public lands, but the agencies use most of it to subsidize 
mining, oil and gas drilling, grazing and logging. Now, in 
order to cover their operating costs, recreation sites are 
entering into partnerships with private companies to develop 
the sites into attractions that will draw more fee-paying 
customers. In this way, the road is being paved for the 
recreation industry to move in, with their main goal being to 
achieve maximum profits rather than the sustainable use of 
forests or the welfare of wildlife. 

"It's the Disneyfication of our natural treasures," says Tim 
Hermach, executive director of the Native Forest Council. 
"These agencies want new sources of revenue, and the fee 
program is just the ticket. This time, they're in bed with 
wreckreation corporations, instead of big timber. New indus- 
try, same destruction. Same perverse incentives. Same liqui- 
dation of our national heritage at a net loss to the American 
taxpayer. Stop subsidizing the industries that trash public 
lands, and you'll save billions — that's a lot of picnic tables and 


tain existing facilities. toilet paper. A mere 

In New Hampshire, two effigies representing recreation fraction of the tax dol- 
user fees and the attempt to commodify recreation on public lars the agencies saved 
lands were placed in a mock coffin. The lid was nailed shut would cover any fee 
with hammers representing opposition to fee demo. revenue. And it would 

The fee demo program was the brainchild of the American save what's left of our 
Recreation Coalition, a lobbying group that represents more mountains, forests, riv- 
than 100 motorized recreational vehicle industries, resort ers and streams.” 
developers and others, including the Walt Disney Corpora- Meanwhile the 
tion. Fee demo began in 1996 as a rider, tacked onto the number of fee demo 
Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, that called opponents continues 
for a three-year experiment to raise money for the allegedly to grow. Activists are 
underfunded natural resource agencies. It was extended letting our represen- 
through 2004 by two later riders. tatives know that we 

Congress is currently faced with the decision to either end will not stand for any 
the program, extend the trial period or make the fees perma- further commercial- 
nent. Three Senate bills have already been introduced to make ization, privatization 
the fees pennanent. On the other hand, New Hampshire, or motorization of 
Colorado, Oregon and California have all passed resolutions our national forests, 
calling for the abolition of the fee demo program nationwide. For more informa- 
As activists chip away at fee demo's base of support, tion, visit www. 
congressional opinions are beginning to waver. Represen- wildwilderness.org; 
tative Jim Hansen was expected to introduce a fourth bill www.forestcouncil.org. 
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photo by Nancy Lane 


A wolf's call of the wild to this 
year's Round River Rendezvous com- 
mittee for taking us to the brink of the 
Dark Divide in Washington's Gifford 
Pinchot National Forest. It was a well-spent 
week of intensive skillshares and good times. 

All their hard work paid off at Monday's quadruple 
action. They set a howlin' good example for the 2003 
RRR crew in Minnesota. 

A wolf pack circling for the kill to Cascadia Forest 
Defenders and Umpqua Watersheds for stopping the 
Little River Timber Sale in Oregon's Umpqua National 
Forest in June. This timber sale project would have clearcut 
60 acres of old growth and would have partially cut into 
another 100 acres to study the effects of old growth 
logging on wildlife. As if the US Forest Service has not 
done enough of these "studies" to figure out that cutting 
down ancient trees destroys native ecosystems. Through 
reasoned words and the threat of protest, these groups 
were able to stop the slaughter. 



Wolves and Poodles 


A wolf clowning in a poodle suit to the Yes Men for 
their cyberhoax campaign. The Yes Men are a loosely 
affiliated clan of male and female corporate imperson- 
ators who have been able to dupe the corporados at their 
own game. Recently, the Yes Men sent out a bogus press 
release saying that the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
was regrouping as the Trade Regulatory Organization 
with a new mission dedicated toward human rights 
and environmental sustainability. Other actions 
have involved impersonating WTO representa- 
tives and giving lectures at WTO-sponsored events. 

Their lecture themes include advocating sell- 
ing votes to the highest bidder and making 
the poor eat recycled hamburgers to cure 
hunger. One hoax in Finland ended with 
the speaker stripping down to a gold 
lame unitard that exhibited a three-foot- 
long inflated golden phallus. He explained 
that it contained a video interface which could be 
used to deliver electric shocks to employees in the 
developing world that were not working hard enough. 
Business people who attended the lectures barely batted 
an eye in disbelief. 

A poodle on fire to US Forest 
Service employee Terry Bar ton who 
intentionally started the 100,000- 
acre fire in Colorado's Pike Na- 
.- •* tional Forest in June. Ironically, 
: she committed this act of ar- 

son while patrolling the for- 
est to enforce a fire ban. She 
joins the infamous list of 
USFS poodles who have 
set fire to the forest for a 
fatter paycheck. These un- 
natural burns exacerbate the 



imbalanced conditions that occur 
due to the suppression of natural fires. 

A poodle with a golf ball for a brain to Audubon 
International (AI) who, in April, awarded the Barona Creek 
Golf Club near San Diego, California, a Bronze Signature 
Sanctuary Certification for its "conser- 
vation, environmental quality and land 
management efforts" in developing 
the golf course. Clifford La Chappa, 
Chairman of the Barona Band of Mis- 
sion Indians declared that their partner- 
ship with AI "guarantees the sustainability 
of the golf course and surrounding land 
for generations." 

The series of artificial lakes and ponds 
is drained from local streams. Barona also 
transplanted 170 mature native oaks from 
other parts of the reservation. Soon the resort 
will put in a new 315,000-square-foot casino 
400-room resort hotel. Sounds like a perfect 
match to AI's mission to promote envi- 
ronmental stewardship that will enhance 
and protect wildlife habitats and con- 
serve natural resources. 

A poodle who can't flip its » 
whitewater kayak upright to 
save its life because its brain is 
filled with rocks to the U S Olym- 
pic Committee for endorsing 
the creation of the first artificial 
whitewater river facility in North 
Carolina. The committee is currently search- 
ing for a site to create this faux-river for future 
competitions and a sports complex. It only makes sense that 
we need to create rivers when we can't take care of the ones 
that already exist. 
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THAT’S WHAT EARTH FIRST! IS TO ME GIFFORD PINCHOT 


Kickin’ Ass & saving Trees 
That’s what EF! is to me 
Not botherin’ to say please 
That’s what EF! is to me 
Bring Corporations to their Knees 
That’s what EF! is to me 
Flippin’ off USFS fees 
That’s what EF! is to me! 

Camped far away from City Light 
That’s what EF! is to me 
Monkeywrenchin’ in the Night 
That’s what EF! is to me 


Here is the revolution 
We already live in it 
Now in a time of 
revolving, spiraling change 

Now where you cannot see 
The rot already frees an earth 

and this once and sometime nation place that 

ground its illusions into glass, 

making the world drink, 

and bidding it be glad and grateful 


Wild People, wild Eyes 
That’s what EF! is to me 
Dancin’ under starry Skies 
That’s what EF! is to me 
Echoin’ the Wildland’ s cries 
That’s what EF! is to me 
Burning Green Fire never dies 
That’s what EF! is to me 

So if you wanna be a part 
Of this Movement from the Heart 
Th is Rondy is the Place to start 
Your Inhibitions now depart 

Deep Ecology is key 
Biocentnc Philosophy 
Bring Earth Rapers to their Knees 
With Brains & Creativity 

Yea, the old School is a Clique 
Sometimes it will make you sick 
Rednecks who think with their Dick 
And Greener-Than-Thou Hippie Chicks 

Challenge the worst of the worst 
Never deny your Wilderness thirst 
This is not about Egos big to burst 
It’s the Radical Environmental Movement 
Earth First! 

— Gemini Woman 


it was these last five centuries 
of selfish, maniacal, egoistic greed, 
turning needs into obsessions, 
obsessions into blinding, raging 
geno-bio-cides 

and this great illness, this sickness we have felt, 
the shabby deceptions and the wound up 
jumped up mechanised men 
all unconscious and 
all unconcerned about becomingso 

still, in the stillness, 
the waking revives all 
the wisdom of the trees 
whose knowledge revives us 

lovers and warriors, singers & healers & workers 
& climbers & dancers 
Here is the revolution 
someday we will all be 
this free. 
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FISHER HOLLOW 



Looking down from a crossroad called 
Highup, I see the way the hollow, posted 
Woods and meadow, has become 
Another part of me like 
Flesh and blood from which I’m shut. 
Thoughts attempt to soar with the hawk 
Whose circles form a single body, 

Earth and sky, Falling gently from 
An eastern ridge, Fisher Brook 
Embraces too the refuse of ravines, 
Reminder of a plundered world forgotten. 

I would be at its banks if I could — 

To steal a name its phantom owner gave, 
To walk its paths through nameless woods. 

— Walt Franklin 


ARMED 

WITH 

VISIONS 

Clear as cut glass 
S'just as dangerous 



FROM THESE HEADWATERS 

(Written Near Placerville, Colorado) 

Every silver-crowned wave on the San Miguel River 
angles southwest toward the sea. 

As one crest surges, succumbs to the next, 
their thin gurgles merge, 
rise into the white roar of rapids, 
like distant drumming or laughter. 



Just as each wave vanishes, one into the other, 

the San Miguel disappears, 

losingits name once it joins the Dolores, 

River of Sorrow, which marries the brown Colorado. 

The waves do not care what we name them, 

the water knows only to jig till it adds its bright voice 

to the thunder of tide, to the echoing bass of the surf. 

But six dams, six systems of droning turbines 
overwhelm the river’s hum: 

Glen Canyon, Hoover, Davis, Parker, 

Imperial & Laguna, 

siphoning JO percent of the flow, 

wet giggles stifled into flaccid, slack water. 

Shriveled, the river at last makes the delta. 

There is no surginganthem of wave greeting wave. 
The water greyly seeps into vast flats of silent mud, 
barely bleeds beneath islands formed by 
shells of dead clams 

and cannot muster enough volume to meet 
the salt sting of the sea. 

Is it from mercy or misery that the Gulf of California 
forges an inlet to fill the river’s vacant bed? 

Now that the voiceless Colorado can’t reach the ocean, 
the ocean swells and flows upriver instead. 

— Rosemerra Wahtola Trommer 
2002 






Send poems to Warrior Poets Society 
POB 1T;50, Berkeley, CA 9+7 12-5501 

all' rights reserved to the author 
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continued from page 3 
Dear Earth First!, 

Good job on the May-June 
2002 Journal. I'm glad to see 
the use of author's real names 
instead of 



pseudonyms. I 
was also glad to 
see your pub- 
lication of an £ 
intelligent dis- 
cussion of the 
Bitterroot sal 
vage logging 
settlement. 


This is a re- 
freshing con- 
trast to the absurd article 
by St. Clair and Cockburn in 
the Native Forest Council's 
Forest Voice. Although I have 
a few minor disagreements 
with both the Matt Koehler 
and the Len Broberg/Mary 
Anne Peine/Larry Campbell 
articles, they were both 
thoughtful and honest. Cer- 
tainly nobody I know of is 
happy with the results of the 
negotiations, and I suspect 
that few will like the way the 
Forest Service, bastion of bu- 
reaucratic corruption, carries 
out its end of the deal. Yet 
without the efforts of conser- 
vationists, the results would 
have been far worse, especially 
for roadless areas. Thoughtful 
discussions are essential to 
provoking better results on 
future projects of this insidi- 
ous sort. Thanks again. 

For the Wilds, 

— Howie Wolke 

Hi, 

After you made people 
aware of wiretapping (see EF!J 
March-April 2002), let's make 
'em a bit more paranoid: it is 
or it was possible to use a hung 
up telephone as a microphone. 
Hung up as in: receiver down, 


on the cradle. It is called fre- 
quency flooding. A proposed 
fix is to short the phone lines 
with a lOnF condensator. 
Recipe for bugging this way: 
www.staticdischarge.org/ 
p h r e a k / g e n e r a 1 / 
bugroom.txt. 

Rumor goes that 
something similar 
is possible with 
ISDN phones: 
home.bip.net/ 
4 laszlob/phonebug/ 
isdn.htm, featur- 
^ ing this nice piece 
of poetry. 

A little tinkling 
in the night 
fust to check 
your line's are 
alright, 

A little tinkle 
in the day 
justto listen to whatyou say... 
oh no! 

— Arakrys 
P.S. Detail from the sec- 
ond weblink: "Built into the 
international CCITT proto- 
col is the ability to take your 
phone 'off hook' and listen 
to conversations occurring 
near the phone without the 
user being aware this is hap- 
pening. BT states that this is 
not implemented in the UK 
system, but then they also 
deny that our transatlantic 
calls are monitored by 
the US security services 
at Meanwith Hill. It is diffi- 
cult to find the truth in ar- 
eas considered to be of 
national security." 

Dear EF!J Collective, 

Great job. Your efforts re- 
ally show. The EF!J contin- 
ues to look (and read) like a 
professional national maga- 
zine with a wild streak. 
Thanks much, 

— -James 

To the Environmental 
Community: 

So that Judi Bari is never 
forgotten for her environ- 
mental activism to save the 


redwoods or for the physical 
pain she endured because of 
the car-bombing, may I sug- 
gest that someone ask the 
environmental community 
to support the establishment 
of a "commemorative envi- 
ronmental holiday" to rec- 
ognize Judi Bari. Even the 
Green Party might lend its 
support. While this would 
not be a legal holiday, it 
would be a day environmen- 
talists recognized one of 
their own. 

I believe the day and 
month the car-bombing took 
place may be an appropriate 
date. A Judi Bari recognition 
day would make it impossible 
for Americans to stop asking, 
"Who targeted Judi Bari?" 

— Ross 

Dear Earth Firstlers, 

Ed Abbey turned me on to 
Arches and then to the envi- 
ronment as something sacred. 
After 25 years as a registered 
nurse. I'm now pursuing a 
new career in environmental 
law. I'm writing a paper about 
how a liberal activist judge 
(like Duncan Kennedy wrote 
about) would decide a case of 
an environmental activist's 
appeal of a conviction for 
eco-terrorism. 

Assuming the judge wants 
the environmentalist to win 
over the corporate ski 
lodge industry, what ar- 
gument would support 
his decision? 

Strength to ^ ^ 
you all. 

— Reta 
Price 

placitaswillow@hotmail.com 


Interstate 75 from Naples, 
Florida, to Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida, runs directly across 
the Everglades through an 
almost completely empty 
wilderness. Before it was part 
of the interstate system, it 
was a two-lane road known 
as Alligator Alley. 

Roadkills were common. 
Now, as part of the inter- 
state system, the road is 
lined on both sides by chain 
link fences. 

They built overpasses ev- 
ery two miles and built the 
fences so wildlife are forced 
to pass under the highway 
rather than across it. God 
knows how many animals' 
lives have been saved. 

When I moved to Florida 
in 1971 they estimated there 
were about 35 panthers left 
in South Florida. Now they 
estimate there are about 50. 
It's really not possible to just 
line them up and count them. 

— Dave Query 

Editors' Note: You might like 
to get yer hands on a copy of the 
March-April 2002 issue of the 
Journal. The article, "The Land- 
scape of Desire, "goes into more 
depth about the effects of high- 
way routes on natural habitats. 

Dear SFB, 

Did you know that you 
Americans are respon- 
sible for the de- 
mise of the 


Dear SFB, 

Your magazine is 
wall-to-wall reports on 
the systematic destruction of 
our environment by govern- 
ment and big money. 

I thought you wouldn't 
mind a letter telling of 
an exactly opposite effort 
by government. 



boreal forest 
here in Canada? 

And you are responsible for 
the vast destruction of all 
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forms of wildlife that live there 
(be it a wolf, moose or mouse)? 

How are the Americans to 
blame for that, you might ask? 
Ninety-five percent of all Ca- 
nadian forest products are 
shipped to the USA, and 75 
percent of the multinational 
forest companies that oper- 
ate in Canada are US owned. 

Americans and Canadians 
are not even vaguely aware 
of what is happening here in 
Canada when it comes to 
forest harvesting. Every tree 
that is of any value is cut by 
means of clearcut logging, 
and any tree that is of no use 
to the company is knocked 
down and left to rot. The 
lungs of Mother Earth are 
being ripped out more 
and more every day. Wild 
animals are destroyed at 
a fantastic rate. It is not 
hunting or trapping that is 
killing wildlife and their 
habitat, it's the forest har- 
vesters, the feller buncher 
and the grapple skidder that 
are the real culprits. One 
Winter of logging with the 
feller buncher and grapple 
skidder kills off more ani- 
mals than a trapper or hunter 
will take in his or her life- 
time. But the real culprit is 
you — our American friends 
that support this very destruc- 
tion by that fact that you are 
buying Canadian forest prod- 
ucts that are causing great 
harm not only to wild- 
life but to everything 
that takes a breath of 
air on planet Earth. 

Since 95 percent of Cana- 
dian forest products are pur- 
chased in the US, we are asking 
you to stop buying all Cana- 
dian forest products. Write to 
your congressman or senator 
and ask them to put a stop to 
all imports of Canadian forest 
products. You can boycott Ca- 
nadian forest products your- 
self by refusing to buy them at 
your local lumber yard. If we 
can kill the market, we can 
save our forest. 

For you animal lovers out 
there, now is the time to act. 


Every day that the feller 
buncher operates there is a 
slaughter of innocent ani- 
mals. Young wolves that will 
never get a chance to howl... 
They will be crushed in their 
dens by the feller buncher or 
shredded by the grapple 
skidder. Mother bears and 
their cubs will never taste a 
berry this Summer. . . run over 
by a feller buncher while they 
sleep peaceably in their snug 
dens. No animal is safe from 
a feller buncher — be it a 
moose or mouse. 

— Dave Donahue 

Dear Earth First! 

Hi, my name is Lewis 
storms, and I am a prisoner. 
I am locked up due to 
my own fault, but 
to 


love can make you high! 

So dream with the power of 
courage! As you learn to love 
yourself, family and friends. 
The Great Mystery will pro- 
vide all else you may need in 
this life. So have faith and 
take what he sends... For 
within the Universal circle 
of life, Faith, Hope and Love 
"Transcends All! 

— Lewis Storms, a Native 
American spiritualist 
serving ten and a half 
years. 

Dear SFB, 

We are in desperate need 
in Baltimore. We have 
fought for three-and-a- 
half years, used every single 
imaginable reasonable avenue 
possible, and are now up 
against the wall. 

The urban forest in an his- 
toric (circa 1790) neighbor- 
hood of "Woodberry" 
(www. aboutwoodberry . com 
for pictures, maps) in Balti- 
more is threatened by mul- 
tiple developments, which 
would pave for 1,700 cars 
worth of parking spaces — 
and more — in the 100-acre 
woodlands. Precious, 
vulnerable. 


the fight from within 
the walls. We pray for all the 
men and women who dedi- 
cate their lives to saving 
Mother Earth and her crea- 
tures. So we give our support 
in prayer. We would like to 
offer this poem in support of 
your faith and dedication to 
our Earth mother. 

Transcends All 

In your hands you hold a dream, 
a dream can take you anywhere 
In that dream you hold power, 
power can make you dare... 

In that power you hold courage, 
courage can make you try... 
In that courage you hold love , 


be- 
gan as the 
"Urban Forest 
Initiative" and are 
now incorporated with the 
State of Maryland as the non- 
profit Woodberry Land Trust, 
with 31 endorsing organiza- 
tions. We have not simply com- 
plained about development, 
but have devoted thousands of 


volunteer hours to plantings, 
tours and coalition building 
for environmental con- 
sciousness in the city. We've 
received several grants for 
environmental restoration, 
and are working on that. We 
have children planting trees 
and installing mushroom 
gardens and berry plants, 
building trails and remov- 
ing invasive vines. 

Loyola College, a powerfully 
rich and politically influen- 
tial Jesuit college, has inten- 
tions of building a 71 -acre 
sports complex in Woodberry 
woods. This sports complex 
will initially include a 6,000- 
seat stadium, three playing/ 
practice fields, 385 cars worth 
of parking lots, new roads, 
lights, traffic, noise and pre- 
dictable accidents. 

The college has brought 
the proposal to the City 
Council and Mayor, and it 
has been approved, against 
the wishes of more than 
3,000 petition signers 
(citywide), including more 
than 100 children and 95 
percent of the neighborhood 
residents who surround 
this urban forest. But get 
this: Eventually, Loyola 
will apply for yet another 
indoor stadium. 

continued on next page 
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frastructure) or tech- ^ 
niques with potentially 
negative impacts on society 


continued from previous page 
If they are successful, the 
extra stadium is yet another 
6,000 seats, plus cut another 
two acres for tennis courts. 
They claim that they are con- 
serving 30-40 percent, but 
only for 20 years. 

Please help. We 
need treesitting tech- 
nical assistance. 

— Jan Danforth 

JDANFORTH@CSOS.JHU.EDU 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I have spent the past seven 
months working to get 
people and the media in- 
volved in fighting a threat to 
the 1,105-acre Governor Dick 
Forest near Mount Gretna. 
It's one of the last large forests 
in southeastern Pennsylvania, 
providing valuable habi- 
tat for many deep forest 


counties, favorable public 
opinion and the board to 
back off some 
portions of its 


of machines (usually com- 
plex and requiring energy 
inputs and an industrial in- 


species 
that are in 
trouble 
worldwide 
due to forest fragmentation 
and deforestation. 

Governor Dick was suppos- 
edly preserved forever, but 
current trustees have focused 
on a line in the deed allow- 
ing regulations to be changed 
for the purpose of maintain- 
ing the property to justify 
building a questionable en- 
vironmental education cen- 
ter, logging and a possible 
cell phone tower. 

The center is intended to 
be little more than classroom 
space for visiting school 
groups. There will be no staff 
naturalist, no natural history 
museum and no regular pub- 
lic programs. 

I have been able to get 
continuous and positive 
newspaper coverage in three 


plan. But G 
despite overwhelming oppo- 
sition and a successful peti- 
tion drive, trustees continue 
to defend this unneeded and 
unwanted building and the 
possibility of logging. 

The intent of the deed 
seems clear. But the language 
of the 50-year-old 
deed is too vague to 
interest local lawyers. 
And although I've re- 
ceived a lot of great sup- 
port from individuals and 
local organizations, many 
opponents in our conser- 
vative area are afraid of ap- 
pearing too confrontational, 
so it's been tough keeping 
this issue alive. 

I would welcome any ad- 
vice, referrals or help you 
could provide. Trustees hope 
to begin construction later 
this summer. Thank you for 
your time. 

Sincerely, 

— Bill Knapp 
667 Brunnerville Rd 
Lititz, PA 17543-8858 

Dear Synthetic Farina Burgers 
(SFB) for Brains, 

(or Sages Freaks and Barristas 
for Brains), 

What would happen if we 
mashed the Technologists, 
Primitivist-Anarcho-Luddites 
and a few billion angry peas- 
ants all together and worked 
on one project for 10 years? 

A faith in a "Creative 
Progress" powers pro-tech- 
nology people (Technolo- 
gists): defined as supporters 


or the natural world. 

On the other hand, the in- 
evitable and desirable return 
to primitivism — the natural 
state where humans are one 
with a functioning environ- 
ment — is what powers the 
luddites and many anarchists. 

"Faith-in-Creativity" and 
"the inevitables" are trite 
and blinding. United con- 
crete action for a designated 
goal is what we need. 

Technologists alienate 
greens and anarchists be- 
cause their enthusiasm for 
the "wonders of technologi- 
cal creativeness" — even if it 
is green or appropriate 
tech — seems stronger than 
the technologists' resolve to 
bring the system down. 

Luddites alienate people 
because they sound murder- 
ous in their desire for every- 
one to change drastically 
and quickly. 

Technologists are ignorant 
of history and the scale of 
risk that technologies can 
create. Assuming tech- 
nology is inevitable, be- 
nign or neutral can 
mesmerize you with 
the green pos- 
sibilities and keep 
you ignorant of the 
power-concentrating 
nature of most tech- 
nologies. Throughout 
history, ruthless charac- 
ters have seized upon 
new inventions, tech- 
niques and weapons. 

A synthesis of the Techno 
and the Anarcho-Green- 
Primitivist requires that 


Technologists first accept 
that the only legitimate use 
for technology at this time 
is to bring down the system. 
Then they can present their 
case for an appropriate tech- 
nology for the transition 
and the quest for a 
sustainable world. 
Unless theTechnolo- 
gists are not revolu- 
tionaries they make 
the same mistake as 
the Primitivists in ignoring 
the transition. Industry and 
most technology will be 
gone and the priority will be 
basic foods and protecting 
the environment from 
crazed refugees — not re- 
building industry. 

Let's put the revolution 
and the transition first and 
agree to debate the details 
of the distant future some 
other time. 

Grab yer shovels and ideas. 
To the Frontlines Gringos... 

— ELF Action Instead- 
of-Yappin 
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Zero-Emission Vehicle to be 
Unveiled at Earth Summit 


Exclusive report from the Institute for Transportation and 
Development Policy 

At the August Earth Summit in Johannesburg, South 
Africa, researchers from the Institute for Transportation and 
Development Policy (ITDP) will unveil the Legway, a $150 
zero-emission vehicle powered by biomass fuel. "While the 
vehicle can run on everything from trans fatty acids to 
simple sugars and starches, our studies show that complex 
carbohydrates yield optimal performance," said Dr. Walter 
Hook, ITDP's executive director. 

The Legway is purported to consume less energy per 
passenger mile than any known mode of transport, includ- 
ing walking. ITDP researchers claim that the Legway can 
travel more than 10 miles on the energy equivalent of a bowl 
of rice. Recent trials conducted in New York City and Accra, 
Ghana, showed that the 
Legway measures up to the 
ITDP performance claims. 

"While top speeds are in 
excess of 24 miles per hour, 
average speeds are about 
11 to 14 miles per hour," 
said Paul Steely White, the 
Africa regional director of 
the New York-based insti- 
tute. "Tve actually been using one to get to work. It works 
quite well, except that many motorists act strangely — as if a 
quiet, non-polluting vehicle does not belong on the road," 
added White. ITDP is already working to convince cities to 
build special infrastructure for the vehicles — measures it 
thinks are justified given the claimed environmental and 
social benefits. 

The development of the technology behind this revolu- 
tionary invention is mysterious and intriguing. A rudimen- 
tary version of the Legway can be found buried in Leonardo 
da Vinci's collection of writings, Codex Atlanticus. The 
technology was partially rediscovered in the late 1800s, 
applied in the emerging aeronautics industry and then 
forgotten as the automobile age got underway. In the 1950s, 
Albert Einstein was rumored to have dabbled with the 
technology as he was developing his theory of relativity. 

Why has it taken so long for the invention to surface? Some 
people point to powerful corporate interests who have ben- 
efited from the suppression of Legway technology: the oil and 
automobile industries, as well as big-box retailers. While most 
fully equipped versions of the Legway cost $300 to $500 
(more than $1,000 for sportier models), ITDP has been 
working with top designers in China and the US to develop 
models that are affordable for the African market. "We think 
we can get the price down to about $60 per vehicle, which 
would make the Legway ideal for the developing world, 
helping millions access schools, jobs, clinics and markets," 
stated White. He waxed on, decrying increasing urban car use 
that "is congesting streets, increasing respiratory illness among 
children and isolating the non-motorized majority." 


Dr. Yaakov Garb, an ITDP scientist, qualified the claim that 
the Legway is a zero-emission vehicle. "Though a tiny amount 
of carbon dioxide is released, and an occasional incomplete 
burning of the biofuel can result in methane and sulphur 
emissions, these discharges are minuscule, rendering the 
Legway a virtual zero-emission vehicle." He noted that the 
transport sector is the fastest-growing source of greenhouse 
gas emissions. Garb also pointed out that other alternative 
vehicles that claim zero or low emissions, such as electric or 
hydrogen fuel-cell vehicles are actually very polluting, due to 
highly toxic production processes and the electric power that 
must be generated to charge them . "With the exception of the 
clothesline, the Legway is the most affordable, useful and 
environmentally friendly invention known, " continued Garb. 

Dr. Hook, in response to a question regarding the barriers 

to full commercializa- 
tion of the vehicle, re- 
plied, "The Legway is the 
only affordable alterna- 
tive to fossil fuel trans- 
port." There are only 
three barriers to the wide- 
spread commercializa- 
tion of the Legway: 

• Safety. The Legway 
works best on traffic-calmed streets with special lanes. 

• Status. Because the Legway is inexpensive, the bourgeois 
may shun it. Automobile congestion is killing city econo- 
mies. People have to make the decision to be either up- 
wardly mobile or actually mobile. 

• Sprawl. The Legway works best in dense communities, 
where average trips are below six miles. Trips farther than this 
are best bridged by high-quality public transport systems, for 
which the Legway can act as an effective feeder mechanism. 

For more information, contact Paul Steely White, Insti- 
tute for Transportation and Development Policy, 115 W 
30th St., Ste. 1205, New York, NY 10001, steely@igc.org; 
www.ITDP.org. 



A family in Africa using the Legway to go to market 
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The Legway is purported to consume less 
energy per passenger mile than any known 
mode of transport, including walking. It can 
travel more than 10 miles on the energy 
equivalent of a bowl of rice. 


photo courtesy James McGum 
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The Legacy of Mardy Murie, A Legacy of Love 



Mardy at home in Moose, Wyoming 


by Steve Gil 


"I'm more apprehensive and at the same time more hopeful 
than I have ever been. I'm counting on the new generation 
coming up. I have to believe in their spirit, as those who came 
before me believed in mine." With these honest and heartfelt 
words, Mardy Murie, mother of the conservation movement, 
author and dear friend to many, has inspired wilderness 
activists young and old. For nearly a century, Mardy has 
influenced generations with her adventures and actions. Her 
leadership has made her a pillar in the conservation commu- 
nity. August marks her 100th birthday. 

Born on August 18, 1902, Mardy Thomas was primarily 
raised in Fairbanks, Alaska. From the time she was a young 
child until her later years, Mardy sought out adventures 
and was unafraid of the challenges that life brought with 
it. In her classic mem- 
oir Two in theFarNorth, 

Mardy recounts that 
her stepfather said she 
must have had some 
Romani blood in her 
because she was always 
wandering about. 

In 1924, Mardy be- 
came the first female 

graduate of the University of Alaska. Shortly after graduation 
she married Olaus Murie, a US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
biologist. For their honeymoon, they went on a 550-mile 
Winter dogsled trip along the Koyukuk River into Northern 
Alaska, where Olaus was assigned to study caribou herds. This 
was one of many times Mardy joined Olaus on his research 
expeditions. She did not want to miss an opportunity to see 
wildlands or to be apart from the man she loved so much. 

Their 1956 trip north on the Sheenjek River provided a 
research basis for the area now protected as the Arctic 


I’m more apprehensive and at the same time more 
hopeful than I have ever been. I’m counting on the 
new generation coming up. I have to believe in their 
spirit, as those who came before me believed in mine. 


National Wildlife Refuge. It was during these expeditions 
that Olaus and Mardy fell in love with the Alaskan wilder- 
ness and began to work endlessly to protect it. In her essay 
"The Need for Wilderness," Mardy wrote, "My prayer is 
that Alaska's great wild places will remain great and wild 
and free, where wolf and caribou, wolverine and grizzly 
bear, and all the Arctic blossoms may live in the delicate 
balance which supported them long before impetuous 
man appeared in the North." 

Olaus felt he could make a larger contribution to his 
beloved wild places outside of government agencies, and 
he retired from the FWS in 1944. They moved to Moose, 
Wyoming, to the STS dude ranch. Soon after, he became 
co-director of The Wilderness Society to be a voice for 
wilderness protection. As always, Mardy was his closest 
advisor. Olaus began battling health problems, first with 
lung disease and then with cancer. He passed away in 1963, 
and for the first time in 39 years, Mardy was without the 
love of her life. She and Olaus had been side by side nearly 
every hour of each day and had experienced so much 
together. She faced one of the toughest decisions of her life: 
to leave the ranch because of the pain from the memories 
of Olaus or to stay on the land she had grown to love. 

As a 61 -year-old widow, Mardy recommitted herself to the 
work of wilderness protection and stepped into her own as a 
voice for wild nature. Her work would take her on many new 
adventures, this time not only in Alaska but also to places 
where people joining the growing conservation movement 
would hear her. Mardy was an important voice in the debate 
surrounding the passage of the Wilderness Act of 1964, a law 
that protected nine million acres in our national forests. She 
was near President Johnson's side as he signed the act into law 
at the White House. In 1977, Mardy testified before Congress 
in support of the Alaskan Lands Act, and she received a 

standing ovation when 
finished. Without her 
leadership in advocat- 
ing for wilderness pro- 
tection, we could have 
lost much more of our 
precious lands. 

Mardy is a mentor 
for the environmental 
community. Noted au- 
thor Barry Lopez wrote, "She has helped generations of men 
and women understand and articulate their devotion to the 
work of preserving wild landscapes." She has been the recipi- 
ent of numerous awards, including the Audubon Medal in 
1980, the Sierra Club's John Muir Award of 1983, and in 1998, 
Mardy was awarded the nation's highest civilian medal, the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

Despite all of her awards and achievements, Mardy has 
remained a humble and genuine person, living quietly at 
her ranch in Moose. Around her home are items that 


Page 34 Earth First! Lugnasadh 2002 




symbolize the life she has lived: many of Olaus' drawings 
and paintings, ivory carvings from Native Alaskans and 
dozens of books from which she has drawn inspiration. 

Throughout the years, the Murie Ranch has been a gather- 
ing place for the conservation community. The Wilderness 
Society met there during Olaus' tenure. Students from the 
Teton Science School have received Mardy's wisdom over 
lemonade and cookies. And today, the Murie Center contin- 
ues the work of expanding and deepening the conservation 
message through honest, heartfelt conversation. 

In looking at Mardy's life, we see how powerful her 
spirit is. In Alaska, she and Olaus traveled on nameless 
rivers and danced with the Inuit. In Jackson Hole, she 
raised children and became a part of this vibrant commu- 
nity. In Washington, DC, Mardy's voice was influential in 
passing significant conservation laws. Through writing 
memoirs, she poured out her feelings of love for Olaus, 
the Arctic and all wild lands. In our hearts, we are in debt 
to Mardy for her strength, courage and spirit. We adore 
her openness of emotions, her humor, her sweet, gentle 
voice and her beautiful smile. She has been a source of 
inspiration and a true role model for generations, and we 



Mardy and Olaus along the Sheenjek River in northern Alaska 

Olaus and I were again alone on the Sheenjek. The clouds rolled away, the sun shone warm. We took 


a last walk over to the river. We could never have enough of that view, the graceful bend the river 
made just there, the high banks glowing with rhododendron, the dark accents of the spruce trees, 
all so real and so peaceful. We looked and looked, and then we looked through tears. At last Olaus 
said: “Well, I guess I can’t look any longer.” — From Two in the Far North 
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work to carry on her legacy. Thank you, Mardy, for all you 
have given us. Best wishes to you as you celebrate your 
100th birthday. 

Steve Gil is a Summer intern at The Murie Center. He also 
works with the Indiana Forest Alliance on ending logging in 
state and national forests. 

The Need for Nature 

There may be people who feel no need for nature. 
They are fortunate, perhaps. But for those of us who 
feel otherwise, who feel something is missing unless 
we can hike across land disturbed only by our foot- 
steps or see creatures roaming freely as they have 
always done, we are sure there should be wilderness. 
Species other than man have rights, too. Having 
finished all the requisites of our proud, materialistic 
civilization, our neon-lit society, does nature, which 
is the basis for our existence, have the right to live on? 
Do we have enough reverence for life to concede to 
wilderness this right? 

— Mardy Murie 



Climb Safe! 


Developing Safe Climbing Techniques 


by the Red Tree Vole Safety Coalition 

This article is written in honor of all the people who have been 
injured or killed in defense of forests. 

Treesitting has become an effective tactic in defending 
ancient forests in the Northwest. The victories at Eagle 
Creek in the Mount 
Hood National Forest, 

Washington's Watch 
Mountain and the suc- 
cessful reduction of the 
ClarkTimber Sale in the 
Willamette National 
Forest illustrate that 
treesitting can be a use- 
ful tactic. Unfortu- 
nately, we have also 
learned that it can be a 
dangerous one. 

Throughout the 
years, there have been 
a number of accidents 
that have resulted in 
anything from minor 
bruises to severe spi- 
nal injuries. Most re- 
cently, we have been 
devastated by the 
death of treesitter and 
friend, Beth "Hore- 
hound" O'Brien. 

When we engage in 
direct action, especially 
in trees 150 feet up in 
the canopy, we are liter- 
ally putting our lives on 
the line. This risk is 
something any treesitter 
must seriously think 
about, and they should 
be prepared to accept 
the possible outcomes. 

However, once an ac- 
tivist has come to terms 
with the potential risks, there are a number of concrete ways 
through which tree climbing and treesitting can be made a 
safer form of direct action. 

This is not intended to be a manual to teach an individual 
how to climb. It is a summary of the most common reasons 
that people tend to get hurt while climbing at treesit cam- 
paigns and some basic concepts that can form the building 
blocks for safer climbing. The best way to learn how to climb 
is to be taught by a climbing trainer who is safety conscious. 
Just because a person knows how to climb, does not necessar- 
ily mean that they are prepared to teach someone else. 
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Most treesitting accidents have resulted from treesitters 
not using safety devices (e.g. not being clipped in) or not 
using these devices correctly. For example, using wrist, waist 
or ankle harnesses is not safe. In one situation, a climber 
insisted on using a piece of webbing as a waist harness. He 
did this expressly against the request of a much more 

experienced climber. 
When the climber fell, 
his waist harness slid 
up under his arms, 
cinched down around 
his rib cage and began 
to suffocate him by 
the weight of his own 
body. Two other 
climbers had to do a 
dangerous high rope 
rescue. He was low- 
ered to the ground 
and emergency ve- 
hicles had to be called 
in. Luckily he was all 
right, although one of 
his rescuers was in- 
jured in the process. 

One contributing 
factor to his poor 
judgment was the fact 
that he had been 
drinking. Imbibing at 
150 feet is not an un- 
common practice, 
but it is certainly a 
risky one. Each cam- 
paign or collective 
will need to address 
this issue for itself. It 
doesn't take a genius 
to figure out that be- 
ing inebriated in a 
treesit may not be in 
the best interest of 
safety or of the cam- 
paign. The least a per- 
son could do if intoxicated is to wear their safety harness 
properly and be clipped in to two points of safety. 

Another major cause of injuries is objects falling from 
the treetops onto people standing below. This can be 
avoided by building walls and nets into treesits, but also 
through a strong awareness that injuries happen this way. 
We could also work harder on designing treesits with safety 
standards built into them, instead of giving the treesitter an 
unsafe option. For example, a common unsafe design is two 
platforms with a gap between them that is small, but it is still 
a drop if one were to stumble. To the climber it could seem 





not worth their time to clip to a safety 
line as they move from one platform 
to another. 

Safety Concepts 

Sometimes it can be hard to teach or 
learn every single detail of climbing, 
particularly at the site of a forest occu- 
pation under threat. What is more 
important is to be able to teach, learn 
and thoroughly understand basic 
safety concepts which can be applied 
to any climbing scenario. 

Probably the best and most crucial 
example of this concept is referred to 
as "two points of protection." This 
means that a climber must be clipped 
in or attached to the tree or the line 
by two different protection devices 
at all times. 

For example, when a person is climb- 
ing up a line into a tree, they are 
attached to the line by their top prussik 
(the first point of protection). They 
also add a backup safety to their bot- 
tom prussik (the second point of pro- 
tection). Never depend on one piece 
of gear or one point of protection for 
your safety! Using the two points of 
protection rule helps to guard against 
both human error (using a piece of 
gear improperly) and gear failure by 
having a backup if one point of pro- 
tection fails. 

The main point we want to illustrate 
with this is that once someone under- 
stands the two points of protection 
concept and why it makes sense, they 
are more able to keep themselves safe 
in any climbing situation — whether 
they are climbing, descending, travers- 
ing or setting a platform, even if they've 
never done it before. Explaining this 
concept as general safety protocol rather 
than just saying "attach to the line here 
and here" puts a new climber in a better 
position. The same is true for all the 
other rules, concepts and protocols that 
are mentioned in this article. 

Creating, maintaining and passing 
on a safe, direct action, tree climbing 
mentality is another important con- 
cept. When climbing for direct action 
purposes, you are not only putting 
your own life on the line, but also the 
future of the campaign, the forest and 
continued on next page 



Knotty-Knotty 


Prussik Knot 

Best friction knot for 
rope ascent. Loop a 
sling of five to se- 
ven milimeter rope 
around the top rope 
and feed it back 
through itself two or 
three times. 


Double Fisherman's Knot 

Used to join two ends of rope. 


Water Knot 


Used to join two ends of webbing. 


love Hitch Knot 


Simple knot to finish line secured to object 
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Climb Safe! continued 


continued from previous page 
your organization. Your safety standards and expectations 
must be even higher than that of a recreational climber. 

"Cool," "macho” or simply "individualistic" mentalities 
lead to injuries, oftentimes not only for the person exhib- 
iting the mentality, but for the person who learned a bad 
habit by example. Groups need to adopt the attitude that 
it is no longer "cool" to climb from tree to tree with no 
safety. We actively work to protect the lives of trees, so we 
should also respect each other by actively working not to 
compromise our fellow defender's safety. 

Safety Protocol Training 

Along with having a genuinely safe and respectful climb- 
ing mentality, each campaign should have a set of safety 
protocols that are agreed to and respected. Set protocols 
will help to avoid conflicts in the future. These are agreed 
upon training systems to provide consistent and thorough 



Climbing in the Winberry Tree Village 


training for new people and for trainers. This is often 
something we don't make time for — to the detriment of 
our campaigns and our safety. 

A climbing training program is only useful if it is relevant, 
practical and tailored to that specific campaign. Therefore, 
not every campaign will train in exactly the same way. The 
most important thing is to train well. Some important aspects 
that need to be incorporated are: 

• Taking care of your gear. Climbing gear, particularly 
ropes and webbing (also known as soft gear), wears out much 
more quickly if it's not kept clean. If you have to coil your rope 
on the ground, put down a groundcloth first. Don't step on 
your gear, especially the ropes. 

Never let any kind of chemicals come in contact with the 
equipment. Petrochemicals, even common ones like insect 
repellent, can damage ropes and webbing. 

Another killer of gear is ultraviolet light. Never store your 
ropes in the sun. Keep them in rope bags. 

Always be aware that soft gear can melt easily. Do not 
smoke in or around your climbing gear, and avoid circum- 
stances like campfires where sparks may come in contact with 
the gear. 

• Checking your gear. Ropes should always be inspected 
for wear and damage before use. Run them through your 
hands, checking for lumps, flat spots or bulges which would 
indicate a damaged core. If the sheath of a kern mantle rope 
has been significantly exposed to the sun, the rope should be 
retired. Likewise, excessive general wear of the sheath is 
grounds for retirement. The rule of thumb is that if 20 percent 
of the sheath fibers appear broken, retire it. 

A final word of caution: In an attempt to cut costs, we've 
seen activists use polypropylene rope for their actions. This is 
extremely dangerous. Polypropylene has a very low melting 
point and can easily be melted by a friction-heated carabiner 
or rappel device. 

All slings and prussiks should be inspected for wear just like 
a climbing rope. In the case of knotted slings, like lobster 
claws, check all the knots. Look for any knot whose tail is 
disappearing into the knot and re-tie it. An inch and a half of 
tail is considered safe. Inspect your harness before climbing. 
Look for cuts, ripped stitching or damage to the buckles. 

All metal climbing gear should be inspected for hairline 
fractures. With cast metal items, such as jumars or descenders, 
retirement should be considered if the item has fallen more 
than two feet onto a hard surface like pavement and more 
than 15 feet onto the forest floor. 

• Teaching new people the relevant knots. This takes 
time, so often trainers will get lazy with this one, but omitting 
knots does not make for a safe or complete training. The most 
basic knots you should learn for climbing are the prussik, 
clove hitch, water and double fishermen's knot. 

• Two points of protection and the "add, don't subtract" 
rule. When switching systems, switching from traversing to 
climbing, doing a mid-line descent or climbing past an 
obstruction on a line, always add more points of protection 
rather than "just one point of protection for a quick second 
and hoping that nothing happens." 
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• Demonstrate how to ascend and descend. It is crucial 
to show a climber how to do a mid-line descent, not just to 
ascend. This may sound obvious, but there have been far too 
many times where someone was quickly taught how to 
climb up, but not taught how to get down! This has led to 
unsafe, not to mention scary, situations. Teach people how 
to descend with both a prussik and a descending device. 

• Have an emergency plan. It is important to realize that 
all of this training and the use of backup safety devices is not 
only just for a "typical" scenario. The training should 
prepare the new climber to safely respond in an emergency. 

All treesitters should know how to work the phones or 
radios and how to maintain equipment. There should 
always be a list of updated emergency numbers of folks in 
town who can help in any given situation. At basecamp 
we need more folks who have taken Wilderness First 
Responders courses or attended intensive first aid 
skillshares. What happens in the first minutes after an 
accident is crucial because in most direct action forest 
situations we are far away from hospitals and ambulances. 

This is just a framework to guide folks toward making 
our upper canopy villages safer. Sometimes taking safety 
precautions seems like a downer on an uplifting experi- 
ence, but the forests need you alive and well, and so do we! 
So be safe! 

The Red Tree Vole Safety Coalition is comprised of activists 
who are experienced climbers and trainers from campaigns like 
Headwaters and Fall Creek. 


The ABC 
Safety Check 

A IS FOR ANCHORS 
You want to make sure the climbing line is secured to the tree 
and fully pulled down. 

B IS FOR BUCKLES 

Always buckle back your harness straps. 

C IS FOR CARABINERS 

Are they ajar or unlocked? Do you have as many as will you need? 

D IS FOR DEVICES 

Do you have everything you need to get up, down or across in 
any given situation: figure eights, extra prussiks, pulleys and 
lobster claws? Have you checked for the correct set-up? Is your 
gear in good shape? 

E IS FOR EWOKS 

Make sure your fur and any long hair is pulled back away 
from devices. 

F IS FOR FUCK SHIT UP! 

G IS FOR GO! 
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continued from page 6 

EF!J: In hindsight, now that this hurdle has been crossed, how 
do you believe this has changed you, either for better or worse? 

DC: In so many ways, I'd rather be known as the 
person who helped protect a portion of Headwaters 
Forest than the person who got bombed and almost 
framed by the FBI. I'm getting a lot of recognition now 
for being part of a team 
that defeated the FBI. 

I'd rather be known as a 
preserver of wilderness. 

Nevertheless, the 
learning experience has 
been profound. For 
starters, we learned that 
environmentalism and 
civil rights overlap be- 
cause the civil rights of 
environmentalists are 
being violated. And so, 
in a sense, we have be- 
come civil rights activ- 
ists in part whether we 
want to be or not. I'm a 
biocentrist, a deep 
ecologist and an Earth 
Firstler, but gosh darn Darryl Chemey pauses to reflect 

it, all of the sudden I've had to wage a civil rights battle 
in order to defend our movement. 

The other learning experience has involved just seeing 
the inner workings of the FBI and understanding 
the kinds of infiltration that actually take place, as 
opposed to the kinds we imagine in our paranoid states. 
Seeing how incompetent they are, how corrupt and 
criminal they are from a front row seat — it has been an 
incredible education. 

One more thing is that even though we won, this trial 
kicked my ass. It really humbled me tremendously. It 
broke me on many days, on many levels. I did manage to 
maintain my composure for the four-and-a-half to five 
hours we were in court every day. But I had many distress- 
ing moments during the remaining parts of the day. 

I learned my own breaking points, my own vulner- 
abilities. And I learned that as much as I would like to 
lead by example, that I am terribly human and very 
imperfect even in the middle of the World Series of 
lawsuits. I made errors. I struck out. I got into a brawl on 
the mound. 

I don't feel particularly bad ass or on top of the world 
having won this case. I feel very humbled and incredibly 
grateful to our lawyers, our paralegal team, all of our 
supporters and to the jury. 


EF!J: While our movement continues to put this into 
perspective and figures out what comes next, I am wondering 
if you have any last words that you'd like to share with 
Journal readers? 

DC: So many people have walked up to me and expressed 
the deepest kind of gratitude. And I have to say that took me 
back a little bit. I knew people would be happy and celebratory, 

but when we said we were 
waging this lawsuit for 
all the people who had 
ever been attacked by the 
FBI, I didn't fully under- 
stand how personally 
people really took that to 
heart — that people really 
did feel that we were fight- 
ing this for them. 

I also want to say that 
if anything highlighted 
the trial in the bigger 
sense, it was the degree 
to which the FBI lied 
along with the OPD. The 
degree to which they re : 
ally thought these lies 
were going to be be- 
en what this struggle has meant to him. lieved. The fact that they 

just weren't used to being held accountable. The absolute 
shock that they felt when they lost told me how out of 
touch they are. 

But at the same time, I realized how much it is really the 
FBI that's a threat to our national security. In this case, I saw 
how Earth First! has really become the defenders of our 
national security. What is our national security but the 
land we live on, the air that we breathe, the water we drink, 
the forests that modify our climate and all the wonderful 
things that the Earth provides us? 

Something I've said many times, and I'll say it again to the 
Earth First! Journal readers: Earth First! was blockading the FBI 
from clearcutting the constitution. I think that we can all rest 
a little bit easier knowing that when given an opportunity to 
look at the FBI up close, the jury of our peers, of average 
Americans, chose to believe Earth First! over the FBI. 

The lawsuit saga continues on November 1, when the next court 
hearing is set to rule on the post-trial motions. The FBI has 
indicated that it is going to appeal. Chemey and the Earth First! 
team have also mentioned that they plan to appeal a number of 
issues, including the dismissal of the FBI's top brass and Richard 
Held. Whether or not the FBI will want to have its horns locked 
with Earth First! for several years to come is a question the FBI needs 
to be asking itself and remains to be seen. 

For more information, visit www.judibari.org. 
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What 

Creature? 


An ecosystem is an area — such as a 
forest, desert, ocean or river — where all 
plants and animals depend upon one 
another and the environment to main- 
tain a balanced and healthy place to 
live. When something makes an ecosys- 
tem go out of balance, it effects all the 
animals and plants. 

When humans cut down a forest, it 
has a huge effect on the creatures and 
plants that live there. The animals no 
longer have a place to live. Forest condi- 
tions change so that the plants that 
were dependent on the trees to shade 
them can no longer grow. Dirt that was 
held in place by tree roots washes into 
the rivers and smothers the fish. When 
a species of animal cannot find a place 
to live or get food, it will eventually die 
off or become extinct. 

Forests arou nd the world are being cut 
down by greedy corporations that care 
more about making money than keep- 
ing the balance of ecosystems intact so 
that all animals and plants can survive. 
People who care about the Earth are 
taking action to save the forests and to 
make sure no more animals or plants 
will be lost forever. 

Read these questions and guess which 
endangered species depends on the old- 
growth forest and ocean ecosystems of 
the Pacific Coast. 
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WHAT CREATURE... 

Is an endangered speci 
in California, Orego 
Washington and Southern 
British Columbia? 

Is black and white in the Winter and 
brown in the Summer? 

Pairs with its partner for life? 

Ranges from California, around the 
Pacific shoreline, to Japan? 

Flies at a rate of 50 to 60 miles an hour 
over both the surface of the sea 
and above forests? 

Travels as much as 60 miles inland to find old-growth forests where 
it can nest? 

Has a strident keer call which carries as much as a mile above the 
surface of the sea or a valley? 

Will not survive if old-growth forests are destroyed? 

"Flies" underwater with its wings to catch fish? 

Is a northern relative of the penguin? 

Lays a single egg in the upper branches of an old-growth tree? 

Uses natural depressions in old-growth trees or mossy branches for 
its nest? 

Leaves its young alone in the nest while it makes two or three trips 
a day to hunt for fish from the ocean? 

Cannot be bred in captivity? 
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This remarkable creature is: 
Brachyramphus marmoratus, 
none other than 


mis 



MARBLED MURRELET 

•xt from The Marbled Murrelet, Mysterious 
by Mavis R. Jones and Paul Harris Jones. 
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Allyn Ford Oregon's 


Own Eco-Terrorist 


by Ruby Johnson 


shareholders meeting amid heavy police presence (and 
an all white-male board of directors). This was the first 


Allyn Clair Ford is the president, chief executive officer 
and sole owner of Roseburg Forest Products (RFP) and its 
subsidiary Scott Timber, based in Roseburg, Oregon. RFP 
is the largest purchaser of federal timber sale logging 
contracts in Oregon and Washington, most of which are 
old growth and native forest timber sales. In 2000, RFP 
was identified as one of the largest, privately owned 


opportunity for Ford to see the protests against him, and 
he seemed shocked by such signs and banners as "Allyn 
Ford is an ecocidal maniac." One womyn, who was able 
to attend the shareholders meeting, talked with Ford 
about his role in the destruction of our last public 
ancient forests. His shockingly archaic reply was, "It is 
my duty to my community to continue logging old 


companies in the state by Oregon Business Magazine. That growth, and I have no plans to stop." 


year, RFP's sales totaled $850 mil- 


lion. Most of these profits come it j s m y fi u fy f - 0 m y community to continue Ford's Forest 
from logging public lands, which Fetish 

contain, the last remnants of old- logging old growth, and I have UO plans to Stop. Ford currently 
growth ecosystems. holds logging rights 



"stUmpqua" 
Bank: Financing 
Eco-Terrorism 

Since 1971, Ford 
has also been the 
chairman of the 
Oregon-based 
Umpqua Bank, and 
he owns two-and-a- 
half million dollars of 
its stock. Umpqua 
Bank has been the 
target of a boycott 
and protests during 
the past couple of 
years because of its 
connection to forest 
destruction. Organiz- 
ers of the boycott 
estimate that near- 
ly half a million dol- 
lars have already 
been divested from 
Umpqua Bank by 
concerned citizens. 

In April, activists 
protested outside 
the bank's annual 


to approximately 26 ancient and native public forest 
timber sales in Oregon. At least 10 of these are "replace- 
ment volume" timber sales totaling thousands of acres 
and containing trees that are up to 800 years old and nine 
feet in diameter. 

The replacement volume scheme came about in 1995 
when Congress passed the now infamous Salvage Rider, 
which suspended all environmental laws that normally 
regulate the sale of federal timber. The Salvage Rider also 
required the Forest Service to cancel some RFP-owned 
timber sales in the Siuslaw National Forest to protect the 
habitat of the marbled murrelet, an endangered seabird 
that nests in coastal forests. 

Replacement parcels for these canceled sales were sup- 
posed to exchange "an equal volume of timber, of like 
kind and value." However, in typical Forest Service fash- 
ion, old-growth forests ranging from the Willamette Na- 
tional Forest to the Rogue River National Forest were 
targeted to serve as replacements for the tree farms that 
were originally purchased by RFP. 

According to the Public Forestry Institute in Eugene, Or- 
egon, many "replacement volume" parcels are worth up to 
three times what the timber company originally purchased. 
Some examples are the North Winberry Timber Sale (home of 
a three-year treesit occupation), east of Eugene, which would 
clearcut 300 acres of ancient trees. The East Devil Timber Sale 
would log 184 acres of native and old-growth forest, with 
some units intruding into the pristine roadless areas border- 
ing the Diamond Peak Wilderness Area. 
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26 Timber Sales on Public Lands 


Siskiyou 
National Forest 
Father Oak 
Tin Can 


Willamette 
National Forest 
Winberry 
Slap 

East Devil 
Pryor 


Roseburg 
Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) 
Buck Creek 
Happy Summit 
Johnson Creek 
Bell Mountain 
Bear Buck 
Slimewater 
Hurricane Ruby 
Broken Buck 


Umpqua 
National Forest 
Blodgett 
Jigsaw 
I’igoul 
Peanuts 
Whitebird 


Rogue River 
National Forest 
Peak 

Silver Sturgis 
Buck Point 


Medford BLM 
Serpents Grave 
Bonnie n' Slyde 
Key Elk 
Conde Shell 


Ford is a proponent of the Umpqua Land Exchange 
Project (ULEP). The ULEP was initiated in 1994 by Aaron 
Jones, owner of the Eugene-based Seneca Sawmill Com- 
pany, to assess the possibility of trading private holdings in 
the Umpqua watershed for other public forest lands in the 
basin. The timber companies involved asserted that they 
should be given lands they can log if they are to be restricted 
on their own lands by laws protecting salmon and trout. In 
2000, RFP gave $100,000 to the Republican National 
Convention's state elections committee. In October 2000, 
Congress allocated more than four million dollars to pre- 
pare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 


Next on Allyn Ford's Chopping Block: 


675,555 acres being considered in the ULEP. The EIS is slated 
to be completed by the end of this year. 

Employees of RFP have become known for harassing and 
physically assaulting activists. In 1996, at the Yellow Creek 
Timber Sale in the Umpqua National Forest, a RFP logger 
stmck a protester. Later that year, at the First and Last Timber 
Sale in the Umpqua National Forest, a RFP logger chased an 
activist with a running chainsaw until she hid behind a 
nearby tree. 

In May, RFP began a 20 million dollar expansion of one of 
its sawmills in order to increase its "stud” production by more 
than 70 percent to 360 million board feet per year. This 
expansion follows a recent purchase of a 75 million dollar 
facility in Riddle, Oregon. 

As if his destructive practices in Oregon weren't enough, 
Ford was recently licking his chops over three old-growth 
timber sales in Washington's Gifford Pinchot National For- 
est. In June, however, he decided to reject the sales "because 
of public pressure and controversy." Doesn't Ford realize that 
all old growth and native forest timber sales have a huge and 
growing opposition? With his 26 contracts to log public 
forests in Oregon, he is going to hit major hurdles every step 
of the way. The only solution for him is to get out of the old- 
'growth forest business. 

In all, RFP is set to log thousands of acres of the most ancient 
and biologically diverse forest that we have left in Oregon. In 
some cases, such as the East Devil Timber Sale in the Willamette 
National Forest and the Peak Timber Sale in the Rogue 
National Forest, logging could begin any day. Several of these 
timber sales have been the site of treetop protests by activists. 
Your help is needed immediately! 

T ell Allyn Ford to stay out of our forests. Contact Allyn Ford, 
Roseburg Forest Products, POB 1088, Roseburg, OR 
97470; (541) 679-3311; (541) 679-9683 (fax); 
allyn@rfpco.com. Ford can also be reached 
at his home at (541) 673-7454. 

Ruby Johnson is a self-proclaimed eco- 
defender dedicated to exposing the eco- 
terrorists of Cascadia. When she's not 
digging up dirt on Allyn Ford, she is busy 
tuning her monkeywrench. 


Wh 


i if We Sit in 

continued from page 10 
situations and filled with desire to pro- 
tect something every human on the face 
of the planet has love for, even if that 
love is clouded by social conditioning 
or covered up by concrete and asphalt. 
That's something we can relate to; it's 
really the key to saving these forests; it's 
the basis for everything we do out here. 
Here's a really simple invitation: Come out to the forests. 
You don't have to climb up into the treesits or block the roads 
or lock down to anything. Just come out into the woods for 
a few weeks and decide for yourself if old-growth forests seem 
too crowded, if clearcuts seem at all healthy, if the stands the 
USFS planted appear to be "more real" than the untouched 
parts of the forest. The deepest secrets, the most profound 


continued 

revelations of living in the trees for 
months on end, can all be found just 
by coming out to the forests for a little 
while and doing exactly what we do: 
breathing, drinking, eating, looking around 
and simply being. 

Chimpy #2 and a variety of other people 
who are sometimes named Chimpy work hard 
to defend the Mount Hood National Forest — 
and sometimes other forests — under the aegis 
of the Cascadia Forest Alliance (CFA). In 
July, CFA started a treesit named Horehound 
in defense of the Solo Timber Sale (see page 
1 1 for details). To help out with the cam- 
paign, contact CFA, (503) 241-4879; 
www.cascadiaforestalliance.org. 
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Nonprofiteering 


by Jeff Nelson 

Pro-consumer advocate Rick Berman claims that he wants 
to "expose" funding sources of nonprofit activist organiza- 
tions. On February 12, Berman testified before Congress and 
referred to People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, the 
Ruckus Society, Rainforest Action Network and the Earth 
First! Journal. Berman asked Congress, "When will this breed- 
ing ground for environmental criminals be held account- 
able?" Yet his enthusiasm for drawing aside the veil seems to 
wane thin when the focus is turned on himself. 

Berman is a Washington, DC, 
tobacco, food and alco- 
hol lobbyist who also 
runs several nonprofit 
organizations: Guest 
Choice (which was started 
with a $600,000 check from 
Phillip Morris and was recently 
renamed the Center for Con- 
sumer Freedom), the Em- 
ployment Policies Insti- 
tute (EPI, which fights '*"$ J 
against raising the mini- 
mum wage) and the 
American Beverage In- 
stitute (which repre- 
sents alcohol sellers and 
attacks organizations 
like Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving). 

Berman was re- 
cently exposed 
for funneling mil- 
lions of corporate 
dollars — donated to 
these nonprofit organi- 
zations — directly into his own bank ac- 
counts. Berman pays himself in the form of 
salary and benefits for his role as executive director, 
as well as through payments he makes from the nonprofits 
to his own corporation, Berman & Company, Inc., for 
consulting services. 

Nonprofiteering? 

According to his 1998 tax returns, Berman earned more 
than one million dollars in salary and for consulting services. 
Another way to look at it: Berman paid himself about 79 
percent of all the charitable donations raised that year by EPI. 
And that million-plus paycheck was from just one of the 
nonprofits that Berman operates. 

In a letter recently published on ParentalFreedom.com 
(which parodies Berman's ConsumerFreedom.com website), 
Berman tries to distinguish between using a nonprofit to pay 
himself a "salary" versus paying money to his Berman & 
Company corporation for "consulting” — a company Berman 

Page 46 Earth First! Lugnasadh 2002 


admits he wholly owns. He asserts that he actually paid at 
least part of the nonprofit money he has steered toward his 
corporation to other people he chose to employ, as opposed 
to putting it all in his own personal bank account. Berman 
threatened a lawsuit for defamation over this distinction. 

Berman Fights for "Consumers" 

Berman's website ActivistCash.com claims it "root[s] out 
the funding sources of the most notorious anti-consumer 
groups." But this is Orwellian-speak at best. Berman's 
nonprofits seek to quash actual pro-consumer groups, such as 
the Center for Science in the Public Interest, which educates 
the public about food safety and nutrition 
issues. Berman's definition of 
pro-consumer" ap- 
pears to be encour- 
aging people to 
smoke cigarettes, 
drink alcohol, eat 
lots of junk food 
and ignore the health 
consequences from con- 
suming these items. 

In reality, Berman has used 
ActivistCash.com to compile a 
collection of information 
mixed with insults, distortions 
and outright falsehoods — per- 
haps in an effort to spice it up 
and make his corporate 
funders believe he's actu- 
ally engaged in a mean- 
ingful enterprise. 

Imagine if the ex- 
ecutive director of 
the Sierra Club raised 
a total of $100 
million in one 
year — and then 
paid 79 percent, 
or $79 million, of 
it to himself directly 
as salary and as consult- 
ing fees to a corporation he wholly owned. Berman would 
probably be the first at the door of the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) trying to get the Sierra Club's nonprofit 
status yanked. 

Does Berman live in a glass house? Is moving the majority 
of corporate donations from a nonprofit you run to a for- 
profit you own what the IRS intended for nonprofit status? 
It may all be perfectly legal, but there's an Enron-esque 
feeling to it. 

To read more on the controversy about Rick Berman, visit 
www.parentalfreedom.com/response2berman.htm. 

Jeff Nelson is the president of VegSource Interactive, a clearing- 
house of vegetarian resources. 




Corporate' ho Wv\cfe 
CAdv for fcwonMobil 


BY CHICKPEA 

For the past three years, the Dallas-based direct action 
collective UPROAR (United People Resisting Oppression 
and Racism) has collaborated with Greenpeace, US PIRG 
and the Seattle-based PressurePoint to call attention to 
ExxonMobil's environmental and human rights abuses 
worldwide. In May, the coalition organized a Festival of 
Resistance in response to the annual ExxonMobil share- 
holder meeting in Dallas. 

Representatives were due to arrive from Indonesia, Co- 
lombia, Cameroon, Russia and Tibet to testify at a mock 
trial exposing ExxonMobil's negative impacts on their 
communities. So when organizer Scott Crow received a 
request to write an op-ed for the Fort Worth Star Telegram, 
he assumed the coalition's public relations firm had suc- 
cessfully stirred up interest. However, Crow soon discov- 
ered that the Star Telegram was tipped off by a wholly 
different source: Citizens for a Sound Economy (CSE). 

CSE, which shares board members with the conservative 
Media Research Center and the Cato Institute, is well 
organized, corporate-backed and media savvy. Since Sep- 
tember 11, along with other industry front groups, CSE has 
exploited the terrorist attacks by smearing environmental- 
ists as "eco-terrorists." Public Citizen obtained CSE's 1998 
budget, which indicates its top contributor was the oil and 
gas industry — at more than two million dollars, with 
ExxonMobil contributing $200,000. Corporate donors like 
Philip Morris, General Electric and Johnson & Johnson 
join ExxonMobil in making up more than 85 percent of 
CSE's budget. 

Insidiously, CSE has disguised its corporate funding by 
co-opting the language and tactics of people-powered 
organizing, claiming to be the "grassroots voice for con- 
sumers." According to its website, CSE consists of "a 
growing and permanent volunteer grassroots army" orga- 
nized to demand policy change. CSE has also linked itself 
to other "grassroots" organizations to further enhance its 
public image, including the Citizens Organized for Racial 
Equality (a conservative equal rights group) and the Free 
Republic Network (an organization that "champions 
causes which further conservatism in America"). 

Mark Levin, president of the American Freedom Center, 
a legal and public policy research institute, explicitly 
linked the Festival of Resistance protests to the "war on 
terrorism" in a Star Telegram editorial published the day 
before the shareholder meeting. "As the US military con- 
tinues to battle terrorism overseas," it read, "ExxonMobil 
is preparing for the possibility of eco-terrorism at this 
week's shareholder meeting in Dallas." The editorial was 
just one of many strategically placed in newspapers in the 
weeks before and after the demonstrations. 



On local 
television 
news, against 
the backdrop 
of video foot- 
age showing * 
burning \ 
dumpsters and 
smashed windows, CSE 
representatives 
warned viewers that, 

"The same environ- 
mental radicals who looted 
Seattle to protest the World Y Trade Organization 
meeting in 1999 will descend • on Dallas to protest 
ExxonMobil's environmental policies." Fortunately, most 
print media didn't make use of CSE's sensational sound 
bites. The Star Telegram referred to the demonstrators as 
"social activists, ranging from environmental, alternative 
energy and social policy proponents." 

At the protest in front of the shareholder meeting, counter- 
protesters with CSE converged with signs that read: "Capi- 
talism and free enterprise are what make this country great! " 
and "Thanks ExxonMobil for being a good corporate neigh- 
bor." When the counter-protestor's picket line passed by 
protesters holding brightly colored puppets and "Stop 
ExxonMobil" posters, they clapped their hands and yelled, 
"Let's hear it for the eco-terrorists! You're an eco-terrorist! 
Why don't you go burn down a ski resort?" 

On the morning of the shareholder meeting, Crow 
called the Associated Press to confirm its plans to cover the 
Festival of Resistance protest. It was then that he discov- 
ered the national day book editor had received word that 
the protest was canceled. The regional day book editor 
had also been told the event's time had changed. This 
unusually under-handed tactic, combined with a nation- 
ally coordinated media smear campaign, was clearly the 
work of a corporate-funded effort by CSE. It not only 
spread misinformation, but also blocked the exposure of 
human rights and environmental violations that com- 
promise the international "Stop ExxonMobil" campaign. 

In the process of countering the Festival of Resistance, 
CSE painted local Dallas organizers as "eco-terrorists." 
This poses a clear danger to small groups like UPROAR 
who do not have massive budgets to clear their names. 
CSE's corporate funding needs to be exposed, and future 
collaborations between grassroots and national environ- 
mental groups need to include media trainings so that 
CSE and other industry front groups are less successful. 

For more information, contact Scott@riseup.net. 

Chickpea is an avid bicycle commuter, community organizer 
and Independent Media Center journalist in Houston, Texas. 
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When 

Robots 


Bleed: 


Research Scientists Blur the Line Between Nature and Machine 


by James Bell 

In his 1972 speech The Android and the Human, science fiction visionary 
Philip K. Dick told his audience, "Machines are becoming more human. Our 
environment, and 1 mean our manmade world of machines, is becoming 
alive in ways specifically and fundamentally analogous to ourselves." In the 
near future, Dick prophesied, a human might shoot a robot only to see it 
bleed from its wound. When the robot shot back, it may be surprised to find 
the human gush smoke. "It would be rather a great moment of truth for both 
of them," Dick added. 

Present-day cloning, nanotechnology and robotics are blurring the lines 
between nature and machine. While laboratory-created biotech and robotic 
lifeforms proliferate, nature experiences a catastrophic decline. These 
technologies represent as great a threat to the ancient natural order of our 
world as they do the modern political one. This is why the US military is 
aggressively backing research in many of these new technologies. 

The Clone Wars 

It wasn't until 1963 that British scientist J.B.S. Haldane, inspired by 
experiments to copy a frog, coined the word "clone.” Dolly, the world's most 
famous sheep, was cloned in 1997 from the udder cells of an adult ewe. The 
"inside joke" around the naming of Dolly speaks volumes about the 
scientific community's "boys with toys" complex. Embryologist Ian Wilmut 
admitted, "No one could think of a more impressive set of mammary glands 
than Dolly Parton's." 

Ironically, some in the scientific community are banking on the work of 
the women's movement to justify cloning in the US. Any law banning 
reproductive cloning would ultimately run up against the US Supreme 
Court's ruling in Roe v. Wade, which, by upholding the right of a woman to 
choose an abortion, arguably implies that the state cannot interfere with 
how she chooses to reproduce. 

In November 2001, Advanced Cell Technology of Massachusetts jarred the 
nation's focus away from the recession and terrorism when it announced that 
it had succeeded in cloning early stage human embryos. Debate on the topic 
has stayed equally divided between those who support therapeutic cloning 
and those, like the American Medical Association, who want an outright ban. 

The Military and Corporate Alliance's Robot Army 

The word "robot" (Czech for "forced labor") was coined by Karel Capek in 
the 1920 play R.U.R. ( Rossum’s Universal Robots) in which machines assume 
the drudgery of factory production, then develop feelings and proceed to 
wipe out humanity in a violent revolution. While the robots in R. U.R. could 
represent the "nightmare vision of the proletariat seen through middle-class 
eyes," as science fiction author Thomas Disch has suggested, they also are 
testament to the persistent fears of manmade technology run amok. In a 
modern manifestation of this theme, in 2003 movie goers will see robots 
revolt against their makers in the $180 million Warner Brothers movie, 
Terminator 3: Rise of the Machines. 

Similar themes have manifested themselves in popular culture and folklore 
since at least medieval times. One such legend, from 16th century Prague, 
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centers around Rabbi Low and the Jewish 
legend of the golem. After molding the 
golem (a statue or figure of a man produced 
from mud or clay) and endowing it with 
life, Rabbi Low was forced to destroy the 
clay creature after it ran amok. Tolkien's 
Lord of the Rings makes reference to this 
legend in the character of Golem. Here a 
humanoid creature is transformed by the 
"technology" of the ring into an immortal. 
In an ironic twist, Tolkien's Golem is 
brought to life on the silver screen via 
computer animation. It is truly a golem 
now, enchanted by programmers and in- 
teracting with the humans in the film. 

While some might dismiss these stories 
simply as popular paranoia, robots are 
already being deployed in the real world 
and are poised to replace the more deadly 
duties of the modern soldier. The 
Pentagon is replacing soldiers with 
sensors, vehicles, aircraft and weapons 
that can be operated by remote control or 
are autonomous. Pilot-less aircraft played 
an important role in the recent bombings 
of Afghanistan, and a model called the 
Gnat was recently sent to conduct 
surveillance flights in the Philippines. 

"The real challenge is to mix man and 
machines," said Colonel Leahy, program 
director for the Gnat. "It will be a loose 
ballet at first. But eventually, the systems 
will be linked to each other, sharing 
information and deciding among them 
who has the best shot." 

Leading the Pentagon's remote-control 
warfare effort is the Northern Virginia- 
based Defense Advanced Research Projects 
Agency. The agency is working with 
Boeing to develop the X-4S unmanned 
combat air vehicle. The 30-foot-long 
windowless planes will carry up to 12 
bombs, each weighing 250 pounds. 
George W. Bush enabled such research by 
increasing the military's already inflated 
budget, and in a way they're thanking 
him for it: the X-45 looks exactly like a 
flying "W." 

According to military analysts, as early 
as 2007, the "W" will be used to attack 


radar and anti-aircraft installations. By silicon identification chips encoded with medical information, making 

2010, they will be programmed to distin- them "scannable just like a jar of peanut butter in the supermarket 

guish friends from foes without consulting checkout line." Applied Digital Solutions, Inc., the creator of the chip, will 

humans and independently attack targets soon have a prototype of a device able to receive satellite signals and 

in designated areas. By 2020, robotic planes transmit a person's location. 

and vehicles will direct remote-controlled • Human embryos have been successfully implanted and grown in 
bombers toward targets, robotic helicop- artificial wombs. The experiments were halted after a few days to avoid 
ters will coordinate driverless convoys, and violating in vitro fertilization regulations (see EF!f March-April 2002). 
unmanned submarines will 
clear mines and launch 

Rising to the challenge of • • • scientists built a robotic fish that was 

"mixjing] man and ma- 

Soldier Nanotechnologies guided by the brain of an eel. 

(backed by a five-year, $50 
million US Army grant) is 

busy innovating materials and designs to • Researchers in Israel have fashioned a "bio-computer" out of DNA that 
create military uniforms that rival the best is capable of handling a billion operations per second with 99.8 percent 
science fiction. Human soldiers themselves accuracy. Reuters reports that these bio-computers are so minute that "a 
are being transformed into modern cy- trillion of them could fit inside a test tube." 

borgs through robotic devices and • IBM has built a video screen whose images appear so true-to-life 
nanotechnology. Soldiers may one day very that "the human eye finds [the video images] indistinguishable from 
soon, as Dick envisioned, "gush smoke.” the real thing." 

• In England, University of Reading Professor Kevin Warwick has 
The Post-Human Future implanted microchips in his body to remotely monitor and control his 

The 2002 International Conference on physical motions. During Warwick's Project Cyborg experiments, com- 
Robotics and Automation, hosted by the puters were able to remotely monitor his movements and open doors at 
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engi- his approach . 

neers, kicked off its technical session with • Engineers at the US Sandia National Labs have built a remote- 
a discussion on "bio-robots," the melding controlled spy robot equipped with a TV scanner, microphone and a 
of living and artificial structures into a chemical micro-sensor. The robot weighs one ounce and is smaller than 
cybernetic organism or cyborg. a dime. Lab scientists predict that the micro-bot could prove invaluable 

"In the past few years, the biosciences in protecting "US military and economic interests." 


and robotics have been getting closer and 
closer," said Palio Dario, director of the 
Advanced Robotics Technology and Sys- 
tems Lab. "More and more, biological 
models are used for the design of biometric 
robots, [and] robots are increasingly used 
by neuroscientists as clinical platforms for 
validating biological models." Artificial 
constructs are beginning to approach the 
scale and complexity of living systems. 

Some of the scientific "breakthroughs" 
expected in the next few years promise to 
make cloning and robotics seem rather 
benign. The merging of technology and 
nature has already yielded some shocking 
progeny. Consider these examples: 

• Researchers at the State University of 
New York in New York City have turned a 
living rat into a radio-controlled automa- 
ton, using three electrodes placed in the 
animal's brain. The animal can be remotely 
steered through an obstacle course, mak- 
ing it twist, turn and jump on demand. 

• In May, eight elderly residents of Florida 
were willfully injected with microscopic 


• US scientists have built a machine that, when 



released into the environment, powers itself 
by feeding on the bodies of snails and 
other living creatures. 

• In April 2001, scientists built a 
robotic fish that was guided hy W 
the brain of an eel. The Wash- 
ington Post heralded the gro- lUx 

tesque achievement with the 
headline: "Scientists Start to 
Fuse Tissue and Technology \S 

in Machines." 

continued on next page 
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Seaborne Bladders 

World Water, SA, an international consortium that 
includes Alaska Water Exports and similar companies in 
Norway, Japan and Saudi Arabia, considers itself a pio- 
neer of "bulk water delivery." 

In April, Alaska Water Exports proposed to fill ocean- 
going bags with billions of gallons of freshwater from 
rivers in Northern California and tow them south. The 
water would then be sold for a profit to parched cities 
such as San Diego. 

A pipeline would run from the mouth of a river to floating 
poly fiber water transport bags that are 25 -feet 
deep, 100-feet wide and three times 
as long as a football field. Each bag 
can hold more than 13 million 
gallons of water. 

Because freshwater is 
lighter than saltwater, 
and with the help of 
air pockets built in, 
the bags would be able 
to float on the ocean's 
surface. If water rights 
are indeed granted, 

Alaska Water Exports would 
use tugboats to transport the 
bags — making approximately 750 
week-long round trips to haul water from 
Northern California to San Diego. 

"What tankers did for the oil industry, water 
bags will do for the water industry," said Terry 
Spragg, a Seattle entrepreneur who is developing his own 
line of water bags. 

Lightning Knocks Out Nuclear Reactors 

Even though lightning hits Scotland's national power 
grid on a regular basis, on May 2, it caused a power surge 
which tripped the Torness Nuclear Power Station’s safety 
systems. BBC News revealed that the lightning strike 
shut down both reactors at Torness for five days. 

The incident was the first time in the station's history 


that both reactors had been knocked out simultaneously. 

Dr. Richard Dixon, with Friends of the Earth Scotland, 
responded, "It was obviously quite serious if it took 
them five days to switch a reactor back on again — to take 
that long to decide what to do." 

Dolphin Courts Swimmers in the UK 

A sexually frustrated dolphin tried to lure people away 
from an English seaside resort in June. Swimmers were 
warned that the dolphin would attempt to entice them to 
mate. In fact, he had already attempted to mate, unsuccess- 
fully, with some divers. 

The 400-pound bottlenose dolphin, nicknamed 
Georges, arrived near Weymouth, Dorset, 
this Spring. 

Dolphin rehabilitator and ad- 
vocate Ric O’Barry, explained, 
"When dolphins get sexually 
excited, they try to isolate a 
swimmer, normally female. 
They do this by circling 
around the individual and 
gradually move them away 
from the beach, boat or crowd 
of people." 

Georges has resisted moving 
on to less-populated waters, has 
been injured by more than one boat 
propeller and has become a local sight- 
seeing attraction at the resort. 

An Area Known for Its Honey 

On June 11, authorities in India reported the "green rain" 
seen by residents of Sangrampur village, north of Calcutta, 
was not some mysterious toxic substance. Bee feces with 
traces of honey were falling from the sky. 

"On studying the samples of condensed droplets, we found 
they were feces of bees containing traces of honey excreted 
from a large swarm of bees flying overhead," saidD. Chakraborty, 
chief scientist of the state's pollution control board. Pollen 
gave the droplets their greenish-yellow color. 



When Robots Bleed 

continued from previous page 
• In February 2001, MIT researchers successfully tested 
a robotic fish controlled by a microprocessor and powered 
by the muscle tissues stripped from a frog. 

The International Union for Conservation of Nature, 
the International Botanical Congress and a majority of the 
world's biologists believe that a global "mass extinction" 
is already underway. "The speed at which species are being 
lost is much faster than any we've seen in the past- 
including those related to meteor collisions," said Univer- 
sity of Tennessee biodiversity expert Daniel Simberloff. As 
a direct result of human activities, including resource 
extraction, industrial agriculture, the introduction of 


non-native animals and population growth, up to one- 
fifth of all living species — mostly in the tropics — are 
expected to disappear within 30 years. 

A 1998 Harris poll of the 5,000 members of the American 
Institute of Biological Sciences found 70 percent believed 
that what has been termed "the sixth extinction" is now 
underway. A simultaneous Harris poll found that 60 per- 
cent of the public was totally unaware of the impending 
biological collapse. Nature and technology are not just 
evolving — they are competing and combining with one 
another. Unless changes are enacted now on a global level, 
Mother Earth may one day be better known as our 
"motherboard." Let's just hope it doesn't rust. 

For more info., visit www.technologicalsingularity.info. 
fames Bell is a writer for Sustain, a national environmental 
information group based in Chicago. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle 


Prisoner Updates 

• Emma "Pitch" Murphy-Ellis is expected to be released to 
a 14-month probation on July 27. She has served four 
months for blockading a road with 30 protesters at the Eagle 
Creek Timber Sale near Portland, Oregon. 

• Mel Broughton has been released. Served four years for 
conspiracy to cause explosions in an eco-defense action. 

• Summer Nelson, 700 10th St., Columbus, GA 31901- 
2899, USA. Serving three months for a School of the 
Americas demonstration. Summer is active with Wild 
Rockies EF! and the Buffalo Field Campaign. 

•Jose Bove, 20671U, Maison d'arrlt, Avenue du Moulin de 
la Jasse, 34750 Villeneuve-les-Maguelonne, France. Serving 
90 days for his role in dismantling a McDonald's restaurant. 

Ecodefense 

• Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, OSP, 2605 State St., 
Salem, OR 97310, USA. Serving 22 years and eight months 
for arson at a car dealership. 

• Craig "Critter" Marshall, #13797662, SRCI, 777 Stanton 
Blvd., Ontario, OR 97914, USA. Serving five-and-a-half 
years for conspiracy to commit arson and possession of 
incendiary devices to torch SUVs. 

• Dr. Yuri Bandazhevsky, Ul. Kalvarijskaya 36, POB 35K, 
Minsk 220600, Belarus. Serving eight years for telling the 
world that the nuclear radiation around Chernobyl is worse 
than what the government had reported. 

• Inaki Garcia Koch, Carcel de Pamplona, C/San Roque, Apdo. 
250,31080 — Irunez — Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. Serving five 
years for sabotaging a dam construction site. 

• Marco Camenish, Hornlistrasse 55, 8330 Pfaffikon, 
Switzerland. Extradited to Switzerland to serve 10 years for 
destroying nuclear facility powerlines in the 1970s and '80s. 

• Grigory Pasko, Russian Federation 690 100, g. 
Vladivostok, ul. Ivanovskaya 2, kv 24. 

Russian eco-journalist serving four years 
for exposing the Russian Navy's dump- 
ing of nuclear waste. 

• Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC 
Carswell, POB 27137, Fort Worth, TX 
76127, USA. Serving 27 years for the 
disarmament of a Minuteman II missile 
silo with a jackhammer, mailing 
warning letters to officials with .38 
caliber bullets inside, robbing a 
bank and burning the money. 

Animal Liberation 

• Matthew Whyte, #99477-1 11, TCI, POB 7001, Taft, CA 
93268, USA. Serving 14 months for assembling incendiary 
devices with the intent to later target dairy trucks. 

• Peter Schnell, #99476-111, FCI Otisville, POB 1000, 
Otisville, NY 10963, USA. Serving 24 months for same 
action as Matthew Whyte. 

• Neil Bartlett, FW7083, HMPThe Verne, Portland, Dorset, 
DT5 1EQ, England. Serving four years for Earth and animal 
liberation bomb hoaxes. 


• Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP Birmingham, B18 
4AS, England. Serving three years for assaulting the man- 
aging director of Huntingdon Life Sciences. Also serving 1 8 
months for rescuing 600 guinea pigs from a lab supplier. 

• Geert Waegemans, Begijnestraat 42 2000, Antwerp, 
Belgium. Serving four years for attempted arson. 

• Rae Newlands, GN6613, HMP Winchester, Romsey Rd., 
Winchester, S022 5DF, England. Serving four-and-a-half 
years for aggravated harassment of Huntingdon Life Sci- 
ences shareholders. 

Anti-Globalization 

• Rob Middaugh, #6859467, POB 5000, Delano, CA 
93216-5000, USA. Serving three years for his involvement 
in the Mayday 2001 Reclaim the Streets celebrations in 
Long Beach, California. 

• Robert Thaxton, #12112716, OSP, 2605 State St., Sa- 
lem, OR 97310, USA. Serving a seven-year mandatory 
minimum sentence for throwing a rock at a cop at a 1999 
Eugene, Oregon, Reclaim the Streets. 

• Sarah Roberts, #7289038, TTCF Module 232, Terminal 
Annex, POB 86164, Los Angeles, CA 90086, USA. Serving six 
months for "Unlawful Assembly" and wearing a mask during 
the Mayday 2001 celebrations in Long Beach, California. 

MOVE 

The "MOVE 9, " members of an eco-revolutionary group, were 
framed for the murder of a cop and sentenced to 30 to 1 00 years each. 
Although many of the MOVE prisoners are listed together, they must 
be written to separately. 

• Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet Holloway Africa, 
#006308 and Janine Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cam- 
bridge Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave., Cambridge Springs, PA 
16403-1238, USA. 

• Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973 and 
Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 
19426-0244, USA. 

• Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Camp Hill, PA 17011-0200, USA. 

• William Philips Africa, #AM4984 and 
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dallas, 

Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 

• Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, 
SCI Greene, 175 Progress Dr., 
Waynesburg, PA 15370, USA. 
Mumia, a politically active jour- 
nalist, was framed for the murder of a cop in 1981. 

Indigenous 

• Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 1000, Leavenworth, KS 
66048, USA. An American Indian Movement activist, Leonard 
is serving life in prison after being framed for the murder of 
two FBI agents during the Pine Ridge siege in 1975. 

• Eric Wildcat Hall, #BL-5355, Unit I/A 10745 Rt. 18, 
Albion, PA 16475-0002, USA. Serving 35-75 years for help- 
ing ship arms to Central American indigenous activists. 



Support Them! 
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announcements 


Are you organizing an event that you think people should know about? 
Send your announcements to the EF! Journal. 

Deadlines: Mabon-August 5/Samhain-September 16. EF! Journal, 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 


Autonomous Media Conference 
October 3-6 * Tucson, Arizona 


Workshops: How to Build Your Own 
Micro FM Radio Station, Magazine Produc- 
tion and Distribution, Book Production 
and Distribution, Billboard Improvement, 
Web Design, Self-Censorship in Main- 
stream Media, Community Radio and Cable 
TV Access, Starting and Running Infoshops, 
Graffiti, Multi-Media and Music CD Pro- 
duction, Puppet- and Banner-Making, De- 
cision-Making in Media Projects 
For more information, contact the 
Autonomous Media Conference, (520) 628- 
8720; www.consensus.net/autonomous 
media.html. 

Supporting organizations: AK Press, 
Earth First! Journal, Thought Crime, Fe- 
ral Press, See Sharp Press, Processed World, A Food Not Bombs Menu, Radio 
Limbo, AZ Independent Media Center, Billboard Liberation Front, Bound 
Together Books, Pan Left. 



Wild Nature and the Human Spirit 
August 24-2 7 * Moose, Wyoming 


A three-day symposium hosted by The Murie Center, Wild Nature and 
the Human Spirit will be a deep conversation about how to lessen our 
separation from nature. The Murie Center believes that by showing 
people how to regularly return to the well of inspiration that 
nature holds, we can all become more effective defenders of JL j , 
the wild. 9 

Workshops range from how we are changed by wild places 
to activism and the place of spirit. Keynote speakers include 
author Peter Matthiessen, author and activist Terry Tern- 
pest Williams and The Wilderness Society 

President Bill Meadows. 

For more information, contact 
The Murie Center, (307) 739-2246; 
www.muriecenter.org. 






Action for Nuclear 
Abolition 


October 4-1 5 • Las Vegas to the 
Nevada Test Site Peace Camp 

Since the 1940s, the ancestral 
lands of indigenous peoples have 
been used for testing nuclear weap- 
ons, experimenting with biological 
and chemical warfare agents, incin- 
erating and burying hazardous 
wastes, as well as mining uranium. 
The Nevada (Nuclear) Test Site (NTS) 
and the proposed Yucca Mountain 
nuclear waste dump illustrate on- 
going government and corporate 
plans that facilitate genocide. 

Activists are hard at work mobi- 
lizing folks to come to the beautiful 
Great Basin Desert for a spirited 
celebration of nonviolent resistance. 

Starting August 6, the Family 
Spirit Walk for Mother Earth will 
begin its 800-mile pilgrimage from 
Los Alamos to the NTS. The walk 
will arrive in Las Vegas, Nevada, on 
October 4. 

On October 5, there will be a 
People's Nuclear Abolition Sum- 
mit in Las Vegas. This will be a day 
of education and empowerment, 
with presentations by indigenous, 
environmental and peace activ- 
ists. Beginning at the Department 
of Energy headquarters in Las Ve- 
gas, we hope to have hundreds 
joining the walk on October 6-10, 
for the remaining 65 miles to NTS. 

The walk will culminate in a non- 
violent direct action camp on Octo- 
ber 11-15. Among the highlights of 
the week will be Indigenous Peoples' 
Day, direct action training, nonvio- 
lent occupations, blockades and 
actions at Yucca Mountain and NTS. 

Join us as we wise up, rise up, 
honor all the living things and re- 
sist this military-industrial madness. 

For more information, contact 
theShundahai Network, (800) 471- 
4737; shundahai@shundahai.org; 
www.shundahai.org. 
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A nonprofit, tax-exempt organization which 
funds environmental education media. Donations 
and funding proposals can be sent to: 

Earth Defense Education Project 
POB 3023 J 

Tucson AZ 85702 


Note: If you would like your contribution to go to the 
Earth First! Journal, please note it with your donation. Thank you. 


You Make the Call! 

Support the Earth First! Journal with every long-distance 
call you make. Sign up for Affinity Long Distance and 
get top-quality service, competitive rates and the 
in satisfaction of knowing that five 
percent of your bill goes to this 
enviro-rag each month. To sign 
up, contact (510) 644-2778; 
x? Steve@InternetAddress.com. 


If You're Concerned About 
the Future of Our Planet.. 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal 


...the radical environmental journal 


magazine 

fyou have no idea 

what you're missing. 

find out now ... 
subscribe for $18 to receive 
six issues of Clamor Magazine 
PO Box 1225 

Bowling Green, OH 43402 

view archives and subscribe online: 

www.clamormagazine.org 


INTERNATIONAL DAYS OF PROTEST 
TO STOP THE MILITARIZATION OF SPACE 


Global Network Against Weapons & Nuclear Power in Space 
www.space4peace.org • (352) 337-9274 


links compatible, socially conscious 
singles who care about 
the Earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • AH Ages 
Straight/Gay • Since 1984 

FREE SAMPLE 

& Box 444-EF, Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
s 413-445-6309 
www.concernedsingles.com 


Name. 


Address. 


City, State, Zip. 
Tel. 


.Country. 


Email. 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription 
O $30 Regular Rate ($25 low income) 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope 
O $40 First Class 

o $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


O $40 Surface Mail, International 
O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
O $50 Air Mail, International 
(US $, no foreign checks) 

$ DONATION 


O Send me a free 20th Anniversary issue of the Journal with my subscription 


Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 


Credit Card Orders 

# 


circle one: Visa / MC 
Exp. date 
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ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 

POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Flagstai 1 Activist Network 
POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
(928) 213-9507; flagact@infomagic.net 
Phoenix EF! 

POB 5564, Phoenix, AZ 85010-5S64 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 


POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
az_earth_first@hotmail . com 
CALIFORNIA 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio 
POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
Slingshot 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 93107 
(707) 523-1229 
COLORADO 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 

Wilderness Defense 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435-0101 

FLORIDA 

Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
Lake Worthless EF! 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 
(561) 547-6686; littleprincel@juno.com 
Gainesville/Ichetucknee EF! 
c/o CMC, 1021 W University Ave, 
Gainesville, FL 32601 
(352) 373-0010 
Stone Soup Collective 
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1020 S Orange Ave, Orlando, FL 32806 

(407) 999-7700 

GEORGIA 

Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 

foothills@katuah.org 

HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 
ILLINOIS 

Autonomous Zone 

1573 N Milwaukee PMB 420, Chicago, IL 60622 
azone@azone.org 

Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 
(773) 258-0575; friends@enteract.com 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S Illinois Ave, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387; harvest827@aol.com 
The Brokedowns/Elgin Food Not Bombs 
308 South St #15, Elgin, IL 60123 
(847) 931-9054; 

thebrokedowns@thebrokedowns.com 

INDIANA 

Boxcar Books and Commmunity Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, 

IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 

Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
Kekionga EF! 

1015 W Creighton St, Fort Wayne, IN 46807 
Solidarity Books 

860 Virginia Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46203 
(317) 822-8004; solidaritybooks@yahoo.com 
KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 

(913) 461-8583 

MAINE. 

Maine EF! 

5089 Fox Hill Rd, Athens, ME 04912 

MARYLAND 

Two Rivers EF! 

POB 185, Piney Point, MD 20674 
tworiversef@doityourself.com 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St Apt 31, Boston, MA 02215 
(617) 859-8155 

Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 

c/o Berstein Bookstore, POB 43, Lawrence, 

MA, 01642 

(978) 688-3569; lgi@igc.org 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

MICHIGAN 

Lost Cause Collective 

POB 237, Marquette, MI 49855 

(906) 228-7074; 

lostcausecoIlective@hotmail.com 

Popular Power 

POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685 

MINNESOTA 

Boundary Waters EF! 

7908 Minnetonka Blvd, St. Louis Park, MN 55426 
(612) 719-7000; smgbecker@aol.com 
Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 580407, Minneapolis, MN 55458 
(612) 362-3387; 

churchofdeepecology@hotmail.com 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Loon Antics EF! 

POB 666, Cass Lake, MN 56633 

wanderingaia@onebox.com 

MISSOURI 


Confluence/ St. Louis IMC 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-0322 

Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205 

(573) 443-6832 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mtn. Grove, MO 65711 
MONTANA 

Wild Rockies EFl/Wild Rockies Review 
POB 1742, Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 549-8863; wref@wildrockies.org 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 

MINNESOTA 

Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 580407, South St. Paul, MN 55075 

(612) 362-3387 

NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

205 N Mears, Chadron, NE 69337 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 

NEW IERSEY 

Green Vigilance 

46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 452, Las Vegas, NM 87701 

NEW YORK 

Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY 13902-6000 

(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 

Project Harmony 

216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Croatan EF! 

POB 872, Moyock, NC 27958 
French Broad EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
Mountain Eco-Collective 
Warren Wilson College, CPO Box #6238, 
POB 9000, Asheville, NC 28815 
Rustic Revolt 

112 Barricuda St, Moyock, NC 27958 
(252) 662-2878 
Uwharrie Earth First! 

POB 561, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
(919) 942-5205; bisonl2@hotmail.com 
NORTH DAKOTA 

Unci Maka Uonihanpo (Honor Mother Earth) 

POB 29, Ft. Yates, ND 58538 

treeeyes@westriv.com 

OHIO 

Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
OREGON 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; cfa@spiritone.com 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@tao.ca 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 



POB 495, Carnegie, PA 15106 
TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF! /Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 
Katuah EF!/River Faction j : 

2131 Riverside Drive, Knoxville, TN, 37915 

zorgonus@yahoo.com 

TEXAS 

Dallas EF! 

POB 820872, Dallas, TX 75382 
EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 a 
(512) 478-7666 \ 

East Texas EF! 

Rt 1 Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Houston EF! 

PMB 413, 1302 Waugh Dr, Houston, TX 77019 
UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 

Blue Ridge EF! 

POB 1891, Charlottesville, VA 22903 

(434) 971-1553 

WASHINGTON 

Direct Action Network 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 

Olympia EF!/Cascadia Defense Network 

POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 

wildcascadia@yahpo.com 

Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 f 

(206) 568-7110; sea-ef@scn.org 
Shuksan Direct Action 
POB 1327, Bellingham, WA 98227 
shuksandirect@hotmail.com 

WI S C ON SI N 

Liberated Zone Infoshop 

308 Nelson liall-CWSP. Stevens Point, W1 54481 

Madison EF! 

POB 1042, Madison, WI 53703 
(608) 262-9036 

WYOMING cj 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 
krstnpnt@netscape.net 


Projects & Campaigns 


Bioengineering Action Network 
ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/-ban 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 
EF! Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(925)376-7329 
Earth Liberation Front 
www.earthliberationfront.com 
End Corporate Dominance 
HCR82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 468-2028 

North American ALF Press Office 
POB 3673, Courtenay, BC, V9N 7P1, Canada 
(250) 703-6312; (419) 858-9065 (fax); 
naalfpo@tao.ca; www.animalliDeration.net 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 


- 




International 

There is an international Earth First! 
website at: www.eco-action.org/ef/ 

AUSTRALIA 
EF! Australia 

POB 1059, Maleney, Qld 4552 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
> (066) 21-85-05 
EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

c/o Canopy, 7 Verge Rd, Callala Beach, 
NSW, 2540 
f(6^-44-466-47f' 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, Quebec H2X 213 
ElahoEF! 

(604) 682-3269 x.6 144; 
earth first@zlplip.com 
CURACAO 
EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao, 

Netherlands Antilles 

599-9-4616256 (fax); falcone@fiberia.com 

CZ ECH ..REP U BLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@vplny.cz § 7 ,J " 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10 
(420) 2-7481-0849; 2-7481-6727 (fax); 
carbusters@ecn.cz \ 

EIRE 

An Talmah Glas (Green Earth) 

54 Avora I 


Konstanz 

manuel.lindinger@uni-konstanz.de 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 

(009)484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya lok, POB 229 Patna-800 001 Bihar 
ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 
POB 4611, Tel-Aviv, 61046 
972 (0) 3 516 2.349 
THE NETHERLANDS 
Groenfront! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
tel/fax 31-84-8666018; groenfr@dds.nl 
PHILIPPINES 
EF! Philippines 

44-20 Elenita Heights, Mintal, Davao City, 8000 
POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 
U. Jasna 1 7, 43-360 Bystra 
tel/fax 48-33-817-14-68; 
wapienica@pnrwi.mpst.org.pl 
In Defense of the Earth 
Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 
"W Obronieziemi" Dominika Baryla 
ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 91-038, Lodz 
48-42-653-38-16; goral@tewpz.most.org.pl 
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news 

Do 

c/o Prior 
Sussex, BN2 2GY 
doordtp@yahoo.co.uk - 
EF! Action Update 
POB 487, Norwich, NR2 3AL, 

0160- 3219811; efactionupdate@bigfoot.com 

, Leeds EF! c/o CRC . *■ ^ 

K 16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds, LS7 3HB s 

0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 

HMandMteriro! I i iff // £ • 

A30, c/o Dept.29, 22a, Beswick St, , ' 
Manchester, M4 7HS 

0161- 226-6814; 

manceKsPnematode.freeserve.co.uk 
ERANOE , , x l, /' / a 

i,.EissEco-g(iK*rt^ , s, * i/ / 

71 Av. Jean Jaures, 92140 Clamart 
01-40-95-09-06; contari@earth-first.org 
GERMANY 

EF! Germany c/o Manuel iindittger 
Europahaus, Rheingut Str 40/40, 78462 

rati life \ 


: 
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ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236(M)0 
(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru 
ftainboW Keepers {10 local groups) 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 

(8312) 34-32-80 

Rainbow Keepers {Moscow) 

(0959) 54-91-93 
SCOTLAND : 

Glasgow EF1 

POB 180, Glasgow, G4 9AB 
44(0) 41 636 1924 
Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South St, St. Andrews, 

Fife, KY16 9<2 
01334-477411 
SOU TH AFRI CA 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 
SOU TH K ORE A 
Green Korea United 

1 10-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg. 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 
82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 
SPAIN . 

Environmental Workshop 
IES Xelmirez 1, 15701 Santiago 
SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 

Ugmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 
UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 

POB 322, Kiev 252187 

7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 (fax); 

rk@cci.glasnet.ru 

WALES 

Gwynedd & Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terr 
Bangor, Gwynedd, 1.1.57 1AX 
01248-355821 


Please send address changes to Earth First! Journal, POB 3023, 
Tucson, AZ 85702; collective@earthfirstjournal.org 
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by Free 


For decades, people in the US have struggled and fought 
against imperialism, colonialism, racism, sexism and count- 
less other forms of oppression. Each one of these struggles 
has failed on at least one level. Why? Because all of these 
struggles have allowed themselves to be divided, not only 
amongst their ranks, but also separated by their causes. 

The truth is that all of our struggles are interconnected. 
On a deeper level all of us know this. Often we talk of 
community, mutual aid and solidarity. Yet where have 
these ideas manifested themselves? 

I am not talking about the mass protests or direct action 
camps. I am talking about our everyday lives. We have to 
live the revolution. 

All too often we allow ourselves to be divided into cliques. 
We can get so caught up in our own ideals that we may 
become unwilling to work with others who do not share the 
same ideological "purity. "At that point it becomes impos- 
sible to express ideas outside of your own circle, and even 
harder to work with others for a greater good. 

It seems that we have dedicated more time to rhetoric and 
debating ideology. More time is spent arguing: reds against 
greens, anarchists against socialists, pacifists against mili- 
tants. Struggles are condemned as single issues, others are 
deemed as more important. And then there's the "all 
important" struggle of smashing the state, because of course, 
once we do that, everything else will just naturally follow. 

Every time I read an independent publication, whatever 
struggle it deals with, I find a common theme: people 
slugging off others who could be allies. 

While we are so occupied arguing amongst ourselves about 
whose idea of the perfect world is better, the real world, the 
one we all live in, is falling to pieces. 

We think we have all the answers, if only people would 
do it our way, or my way, or your way. We are so caught 
up in attitudes of superiority that we fail to realize that we 
are losing. 

People we know and love are going hungry. People we 
care about are committing suicide and overdosing. People 
we know are being raped, beaten and abused. It is all around 
us, in every city, town and community. And we go on writing 


our articles, putting out our zines, slugging people off and 
talking about the revolution. 

What are we fighting for? Is there a goal? Because 
apparently we are not fighting for each other or for our 
community. Maybe we are fighting to protect the 
Earth, but that must not be it either because we all still 
use electricity from dams, drive cars and dumpster or 
buy food. 

We know there are alternatives, we talk about them all 
the time. Yet we never work together to create them. 

The ideal world does not exist. Not everyone is going to 
be an anarchist. Not everyone is going to be vegan. And it 
is going to take a long, long time to phase out mass 
production and become completely sustainable. That is 
just reality. We can't create the perfect world, but there is 
no reason why we can’t work together to make the one we 
live in better. 

We have to use every tool in the toolbox. If that means 
we have to work with the unions to accomplish some- 
thing, we do it. If we have to work with the church to feed 
hungry children, we do it. If we have to vote to change 
something, we do it. If we have to take direct action to stop 
something, we do it. 

Because if we don't do it no one else will, and 15 years 
from now you can read in the Earth First! Journal, Green 
Anarchy, or Clamor Magazine about how activists are fight- 
ing for the last acre of old growth, how the indigenous 
nations of the world have lost all their land, how one in 
four people are in prison or under supervision. You will be 
able to read how we lost every single battle because we 
were too stubborn, too egotistical or too ideologically pure 
to work together. 

We have a choice, we can shoot for the stars and accept 
nothing less, or we can aim for the stars and take every step 
that gets us closer. 

I would compromise almost anything if it meant we 
could actually change the world and not just talk about it. 

Jeffrey "Free " Luers has been active since 1 996. He has fought 
for a range of issues including animal rights, gender equality, 
anti-fascism and eco-defense. 
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Fire! 


Fire. It fascinates, frightens, warms 
and scorches. It dances, plays, taunts 
and defies. Fire consumes, purifies 
and enriches. 

There's something about fire, re- 
bellion and transformation. Ancient 
stories say that fire was stolen and 
redistributed since the beginning of 
time. Fire was sto- 
len by Coyote, “The Urge t 
Raven, Hare or Spi- o 

der, depending on a j so a cre 
who’s telling the 
tale. Prometheus, in — Mikh 

rebellion against 
God, expropriated fire and 
gave it to those on Earth. x 

Fire is the temper of revolution. It 
is the riot when words and promises 
become meaningless. Fire is passion. 
It is a fever in the body. Fire is destruc- 
tive, but it is also transformational. 

This Summer saw wildfires roaring 
across the West. From Oregon to New 
Mexico, from Arizona to South 
Dakota, in Colorado, California a 
and Wyoming, the remaining 
forests raged with flames ff/ 
after centuries of Euro- Ml A 
American fire suppression, #/ I 
logging and US Forest Ser- M/ 1 

vice mismanagement. al 1 

The fires of a healthy eco- SI , 

system are nourishing. In- #1 “ 

digenous people in the fa 
Americas used fire to mg 
maintain grasslands and '?,¥ 
enrich the soil. Their fires 
evolved with the land, ani- 
mals and plants over a course of thou- 
sands of years, culminating in a mutu- 
ally beneficial relationship for all. 

The massive forest fires this year 
were an aggravated response to an 
imbalance created by human greed 
and colonial arrogance. This stolen 
land burned with all the vigor needed 
to cleanse the spilt blood, lies and 
injustice from 510 years of white 


supremacy. The fires were suppressed 
by chemicals dropped from helicop- 
ters, but the conditions creating 
them — such as clearcutting and ur- 
ban sprawl — continue to be perpetu- 
ated by tyrants and profiteers in the 
as government and big business. For 
ts now, the fires no longer threaten 
es picturesque yuppie retreats on the 
edges of national forests, but wild- 
e- fires — like riots temporarily quelled 
at by tear gas — will only become more 
id destructive if the conditions creat- 
of ing them are left unaddressed. 

This Summer 

“The uree to destroy was also the ^ 

o ' anniversary of the 

is also a creative one.” us atomic bomb- 
ings of Hiroshima 

—Mikhail Bakunin and Nagasaki. 

More than 200,000 
people were killed in a horrible 
V °'A \ atomic inferno in the name of 
'wU. feuding empires. One survivor 
is took home a piece of burning 

n. Vj \ rubble and kept the fire burn- 


atomic inferno in the name of 
feuding empires. One survivor 
took home a piece of burning 
rubble and kept the fire burn- 


• i\ ing on an altar. This year 
i J \ the flame traveled to the 
j A US, its country of ori- 
T \ gin, in the care of Bud- 
jjk f J v\ dhist monks and nuns 
' on an ant i-war pil- 

V»J Jfjy grimage. The still- 
burning fire will always 
be a symbol of war and 
suffering, but it now also 
represents survival. The 
P ower °f the flame has 
been transformed from 
one of destruction to 
* one of healing. 

THp Now is the time to start 

™ the healing fires that will 

begin to correct the imbal- 
ances and injustices in the world. The 
time is past for reform — the current 
system must be burned to ashes to 
renew the Earth and end the history 
of genocide, slavery and destruction 
here in the Americas. Only then can 
wildness, peace and justice, 
sustainability, diversity and equality 
take root. 

Everybody, grab your matches! 

— Puck 


The Earth First! Journal is published eight times a year on the solstices; equinoxes and cross- 
quarter days on or about November 1, December 21 (Winter Solstice), February 2, March 21 (Vernal Equinox), 
May 1, June 21 (Summer Solstice), August 1 and September 22 (Autumnal Equinox) by Daily Planet Publishing, 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. US subscriptions are $30. Outside the US, surface delivery is $40 and airmail is 
$50. See form, page 61. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ8S702. 

Upcoming deadlines: September 16 • November 1 


Earth First! Journal 

Mabon 

September 22, 2002 
Vol. 22, No. 8 

The Earth First! Journal is published 
by an editorial collective from within 
the Earth First! movement. Entire con- 
tents are copyrighted 2002. We allow 
reprinting if credit is given, except for 
those articles specifically copyrighted 
by the author. Art, photographs and 
poetry are copyrighted by individual 
artists and permission for use must be 
received from them. 

The Earth First! Journal is a forum for 
the no-compromise environmental 
movement. Responsibility rests with the 
individual authors and correspondents. 
The contents do not necessarily repre- 
sent the viewpoint of this magazine, the 
Earth First! movement, local Earth First! 
groups or individual Earth Firstlers. 

We welcome submissions of articles, 
letters, poetry and art that put the Earth 
first, aid in healthy debate shaping the 
growth of the movement and advance 
the creation of a world free of speciesism, 
racism, sexism, violence, exploitation 
and oppression. 

Article submissions should be typed 
or clearly printed. Art or photographs 
are desirable to illustrate articles and 
essays. We encourage submissions on 
Macintosh disks or via email. Send a 
SASE if you would like submissions 
returned. If you want confirmation of 
receipt of a submission, please request it. 

All submissions are edited for length 
and clarity. If an article is significantly 
edited, we will make a reasonable effort to 
contact the author prior to publication. 

ISSN 1055-8411 Earth First! Journal is 
indexed in the Alternative Press Index. 
The Earth First! Journal is recorded on 
microfilm by University Microfilms, Inc. 

Please direct all correspondence to: 

Earth First! Journal 

POB 3023, 

Tucson, AZ 85702 USA 

Phone: (520) 620-6900 
Fax: (413) 254-0057 
collective@earthfirstjournal.org 
www.earthfirstjournal.org 

Bean Counter: Sky 
Editorial Collective: Turtle, Sprig, 
Samantha and Puck 
Poetry Editor: Dennis Fritzinger 
Volunteers: Vincent, Throck Morton, 
Poppa Jim, Muffin Man, Mom, Leona, 
Kamillia, Jon, Hidro, Food Not Bombs, 
Debbie, Cullen, Clayton, Cassidy, Bill 
and Aleka 


Page 2 Earth First! Mahon 2002 




Dear SFB: Letters to the Editors 


Dear EF!, 

In the Beltane 2002 issue, I 
wrote a letter about a local park 
that was being compromised 
by an encroaching subdivision 
and a new paved bail project. 
I would now like to update EF! 
readers about the actions of 
unknown local activists. 

First of all, there was an inac- 
curacy in the previous letter 
stating that the park contained 
19 acres. In fact, it encom- 
passes 190 acres of woodland. 


Here are a few select quotes 
from an article that appeared 
in the Iowa City Press-Citizen. 

"After vandals shut down his 
Hickory Heights construction 
site Monday, July 1, with mi- 
nor but widespread damage, 
foreman Bill Hughes could only 
shake his head and wonder. 'I 
don't know what they were 
trying to gain,' he said. 'A thief 
would take stuff. They're not 
going to play around with ev- 
ery piece of equipment, cutting 


The Earth First! Journal 
presents 

The 2003 Earth First! 
Action Wall Calendar 


• Perfect gift for loved ones 
and friends 

• Filled to the brim with action 
photos and inspiring words, 
music and art by Earth Firstlers 
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money order for $ 1 0 to EF! 
Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, 
AZ 85702 



a wire here and a wire there. 
They cut something on just 
about every piece of equip- 
ment... from a wire that goes to 
the headlight to the main start- 
ing cable. They picked on petty 
stuff, but that holds us up. Three 
padlocks were snapped — some- 
thing that required heavy bolt 
cutters,' Hughes said. The cool- 
ant lines were cut on the bull- 
dozer, and the vandals jammed 
dirt in the bansmission fill tube. 
The roller compactor had dirt 
stuffed into the fuel tank. Three 
of the six earth-moving ma- 
chines were rendered com- 
pletely inoperable. The other 
three are too damaged to move 
safely, Hughes said. Once they 
resume work, the firm is talking 
about hiring security guards. 
Police estimate the combined 
damage to machinery and tools 
at more than $ 1 3,000. The van- 
dalism is expected to keep 
Hughes' crew off the job for 
three days, after just starting 
work last Thursday. About a 
month ago, someone also van- 
dalized equipment used to put 
in a trail at the north end of 
Hickory Hill." 

Sincerely, 

— low a Action 
continued on page 40 




gFauna Qabcda 


Were Still 
Hiring! 

The Earth First! Jour- 
nal, located in sunny 
Tucson, Arizona, has an 
opening for a new mem- 
ber of our editorial staff. 
It could be you. 

Being a part of the 
Journal is full of re- 
wards — working on a 
consensus basis with a 
tight five-person collec- 
tive among a supportive 
community to publish a 
magazine essential to 
the radical environmen- 
tal movement. 

Our new long-term edi- 
tor ideally will have pub- 
lishing experience, be 
personally compatible 
with existing staff, have 
pounds of patience, be 
computer literate, have 
excellent editing skills 
and have a sense of hu- 
mor. As a collective, all of 
the work is shared, so a 
motivated, hard-working 
individual is required! 

To apply, send your 
resume and a letter of 
interest to the Earth First! 
Journal, POB 3023, Tuc- 
son, AZ 85702. Please for- 
ward a writing sample, 
activist history and the 
names of some EF! ac- 
tivists who can vouch 
for you. 


by Faith Walker 

Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or mysterious art. 

Male greater sac-winged bats send olfactory bouquets 
to prospective mates. This tropical Central and South 
American species, Saccopteryx bilineata, roosts in large 
tree cavities. Males mark up to two-square-meter territo- 
ries via secretions of a chin gland, and they defend a 
harem of one to eight resident females from the 
lollygagging non-territorial males that hang out on the 
outskirts and sometimes sneak copulations. To woo a 
mate, a male undertakes an elaborate courtship display, 
involving a hovering flight that wafts carefully crafted 
scents from his wing sacs toward his roosting darling. The 
perfume of his pungent pockets is created by taking urine 


droplets orally and licking his wing sacs, plac- 
ing a penis secretion on his chin, then 
rubbing chin and gland into the 
sacs. Males spend an hour every after- 
noon in such fragrance-blend- 
ing activities. 

It's likely that fe- 
male choice of 1 

mates 

exists S0 

in this species because fe- 
males are larger than males, 
win arguments and freely move 
between harems. If this is the case, then this is a 
rare example of an olfactory signal facilitating 
female choice. 
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Marching into New Movement 

The People's Journey to the World Summit on Sustainable Development 


The Work 1 Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) was organized by the 
United Nations Commission on Sustainable Deployment andtook place in Johannesburg, 
South Africa from August 26 to September 4 (see EF!J June-July 2002). It was meant 
to follow up on the proposed global strategies for "sustainable development" agreed 
upon 10 years ago at the Earth Summit held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

The WSSD was supposed to bring together "tens of thousands of participants, 
including heads of state, delegates from nongovernmental organizations and busi- 
nesses, to focus Jon taking I action toward improving people's lives and conserving our 
natural resources in a world with ever-increasing demands for food, water, shelter, 
sanitation, energy, health services and economic security." 

by Tim Ream 


Twenty stories of corporate glass 
reflect 15 stories of the same across 
the street. There are also barricades 
of cement topped with fence and 
razor wire across the street. Dozens 
of armored vehicles with mounted 
machine guns patrol the roads. Wa- 
ter cannons are deployed nearby. 
There is a truck with rolls of razor 
wire ready to create a rapid barri- 
cade. Cops and soldiers carry shot- 
guns loaded with buckshot to fire on 
the crowd. Behind this protective 
ring the delegates of the so-called 
World Summit on Sustainable De- 
velopment (WSSD) are failing in 
Johannesburg, South Africa, at craft- 
ing a consensus on the next decade's 
promise for a better world. 

This side of the wire, 30,000 South 
Africans and thousands more from 
around the world have little regard for 
the details of the bracketed language 
argued inside the WSSD. Thousands 
of people wearing red headbands de- 
nounce the African programs of 
neoliberal capitalism and sub-imperi- 
alism recently touted at the G-8 
meeting in Canada. Their red t-shirts 
instead scream for land, food, jobs and 
against the privatization of basic ser- 
vices like electricity and water. Songs 
break out throughout the crowd, over- 
powering the copter chops from above. 
Speakers that have traveled from far 
away announce to the world's cam- 
eras: We are the poor, the homeless, 
the thirsty, the hungry. 


They are. The march has ended in 
Sandton, the richest suburb in Af- 
rica. But it began in one of the poor- 
est townships. 

Alexandra is home to perhaps one 
million Africans, many on the edge of 
survival. It is a living remnant of apart- 
heid in nearly every way. Broken streets 
are layered with garbage and washed 
in sewage. Roadsides are packed dirt 
stacked with rubble that is assembled 
into houses and "shops." One sees 
concrete block mortared with mud. 
Corrugated metal and old paneling 
slapped over pallet wood frames. Corn- 
meal and cabbage cook over open fires. 
Three girls have cleared a square of 
debris away to skip rope. A woman 
hawks cheese curls and potatoes from 
under torn plastic sheeting. 

Those that have water and electric- 
ity have prepaid for it with a sub- 
stantial portion of their earnings. An 
estimated 40,000 people lose basic 
services in South Africa every month. 
So as the 10-mile march moves 
through Alex, many join. 

Nelson Mandela's politics of prom- 
ise have become Thabo Mbeki’s poli- 
tics of failed promises, and the African 
National Congress (ANC) government 
is running scared. 

For those serious about politics in 
South Africa, the WSSD was never 
expected to deliver anything sub- 
stantial to the poor. An alternative 
People's Global Forum quickly 
aligned with the government and 
was therefore abandoned by 
grassroots organizations. In this 



vacuum, the Social Movements 
Indaba (SMI) was formed. 

The SMI had pledged for months to 
march on August 3 1 and had decided 
that the juxtaposition of Alexandra to 
Sandton was too obvious to ignore. 
Fearing the power of such a statement, 
the government did everything it could 
to disempower the people. It started 
with a declaration that the march 
would be deemed illegal. After con- 
cussion bombing an "illegal" 
candlelight march following the In- 
ternational Forum on Globalization 
meeting on August 24, world pres- 
sure forced a government concession. 
Once the march was considered legal, 
a large Landless People's Movement 
and even the government-friendly 
South African Nongovernmental Orga- 
nization Coalition jumped on board. 

By this time, however, the ANC had 
called a march of its own — to be held 
at the same time, from the same town- 
ship, using the same messaging and 
the same slogan. Rumors were spread 
that Fidel Castro and Yassar Arafat 
would attend. Radio stations an- 
nounced that the ANC march was the 
only march. Free city buses took un- 
witting people to the government rally 
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location. And yet, in one of their own 
political strongholds, the government 
attracted less than one-tenth of the 
volume of the grassroots marchers. 
Embarrassed, they canceled the march 
halfway through and sent govern- 
ment ministers to join the SMI event. 

"We will do to the ANC what we did 
to the apartheid regime, " a local prom- 
ises the crowd back at 
Sandton. Speakers from 
around the world repeat 
the issues the main- 
stream press can never 
get right: environmen- 
tal justice, US imperial- 
ism, the failure of the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), World Bank 
and World Trade Orga- 
nization (WTO), no to 
genetically modified 
foods, justice for Pales- 
tine and Bush is evil. 

In a long-standing 
South African tradition, 
a memorandum of de- 
mands was prepared to 
deliver to political lead- 
ers. This time, however, 
there was a twist: It would only be 
given to President Mbeki himself. Essop 
Pahad, a liberal minister who had 
climbed the truck to receive the de- 
mands, was booed by the crowd and 
denied by the leadership. As he sheep- 
ishly climbed down to his waiting 
bodyguards, it was clear that a new 
movement of people power in South 
Africa had been born. 

It is made all the 
more remarkable 
given the ob- 
stacles to organiz- 
ing impoverished 
people. Western 
activists generally 
have the means to 
organize, but they 
are constantly 
struggling to find 
people who care 
enough to turn 
off the TV and do something. Among 
Africa's poor the will is there, but what 
is the way? Forget email. Telephones 
aren't plentiful. Organizing skills can 
never be taken for granted. There are 
few precedents for things like project 
planning, timeline development and 
task prioritization. If you want to have 


a meeting, how will people afford the 
bus fare to attend? Public transport 
stops around six p.m. 

Despite these obstacles, this new 
movement comes and none too late. 
Sandton bespeaks the wealth of South- 
ern Africa. The shopping mall behind 
the razor wire would rival the best 
North America could offer. Every other 


car in the neighborhood is a BMW or 
Mercedes Benz. Houses are mansions 
with servants. And some would like to 
believe that the party has just begun. 

Free of the apartheid stigma and the 
wars it created, South Africa is for the 
first time laid open to exploitation in 
21st century fashion. Diamonds, gold 
and minerals are plentiful and hardly 
tapped. There is timber, hydropower 


and oil. Labor is actually cheaper than 
slavery. No surprise that before Blacks 
got the vote, the likely winner sig- 
naled he was ready to do business with 
the West. Political apartheid fell. So- 
cial apartheid is clearly still evident 
when one marches from black Alex to 
white Sandton. Economic apartheid is 


of course the only way big business 
can be done. 

Business is being done at the WSSD. 
Corporate control and sponsorship 
are commonplace. Access is avail- 
able. The US carries the torch. As foil, 
the European Union is supposed to 
be the voice of the little people and 
the Earth. Even corporate nongov- 
ernmental organiza- 
tions (NGOs) had to 
threaten a sit-down 
strike to be allowed into 
rooms outside their 
own NGO summit 
ghetto. It is clear to ev- 
eryone involved that 
this is quite simply an- 
other flavor of trade 
ministerial, a type of 
| side agreement to the 

t IMF and WTO. It is 

© 

| therefore in the best in- 
I terest of the US to en- 
| courage things to fall 
| apart, and it appears to 
| be quite successful. 
* This is no longer a 
big risk in the era of 
Bush unilateralism. At 
worst, there will be another big lie 
signed at the conclusion of the WSSD 
and lasting for perhaps another 10 
years until the next summit. 

As darkness falls outside, the people 
of Alexandra begin the 10-mile walk 
home from a disciplined march that 
took place without another cop riot. 
For many, home means back to an 
unheated house and sharing a bed 
with several. It 
may not mean 
supper. There 
might be a Satur- 
day night bath in 
a basin. 

It will be differ- 
ent for thousands 
tonight though. 
The powers-that- 
be deigned to 
hold the world's 
largest meeting 
ever right next door and to talk about 
the poor. For a change, the poor got a 
chance to say something, and it felt 
good. They seem to expect that some- 
one ought to be listening. They've 
overthrown a government before. 

This trip marked Tim Ream's return to 
South Africa after more than 13 years. 



Songs break out throughout the crowd, overpowering 
the copter chops from above. Speakers that have traveled 
from far away announce to the world's cameras: We are 
the poor, the homeless, the thirsty, the hungry. 


September-October 2002 Earth First! Page 5 





DISSENT FLARES UP AGAINST BUSH 


by Hummingbird 

"Commander-in-thief” George 
Bush's visit to the West Coast of Turtle 
Island to announce his Healthy For- 
ests Initiative on August 22 was met 
with immense public protest. 

In Portland, Oregon, Cascadia For- 
est Alliance kickstarted a beautiful day 
of dissent by erecting a treesit in a 
downtown park to protest Bush's for- 
est policies. During his presidential 
campaign, Bush accepted more than 
three million dollars in bribe money 
from the timber industry. A third of it 
came from Oregon donors, including 
Frontier Resources, Guistina Land & 
Timber Company, Swanson Superior 
Forest Products, Seneca Jones Sawmill, 
Sun Studs and D.R. Johnson Lumber. 
Having already scrapped restrictions 
on logging roads, Bush proposed an- 
other installment of his payback plan: 
the Healthy Forests Initiative, which 
gives even more old-growth trees to 
the lumber companies. 

Hundreds of people gathered at a 
Green Party rally before joining the 
main crowd near the treesit for the 
march downtown — which was 3,000 
protesters strong. Police staked out a 
nine-square-block area around the 
Hilton Hotel, where Bush was further 
shaking down the local ruling class to 
raise money for Senator Gordon Smith's 
re-election bid. The people had free 
reign throughout the rest of down- 
town where they reclaimed the streets, 
blocked intersections, created a dense 
gridlock and made a joyful noise. 


In the late afternoon, some wealthy 
Republican donors had difficulty gain- 
ing access to the hotel. Police responded 
by declaring a "state of emergency" at 
an intersection two blocks from the 
hotel and threatened to arrest anyone 
who did not disperse. The announce- 
ments were heard by few people on 
account of poor sound systems used at 
a distance. Given no time to comply 
with the order, the protesters became 
victims as police turned violent, pep- 
per spraying people and shooting them 
with rubber bullets. 

According to protester Don Joughin, 
who had brought his children along, 
police surrounded a portion of the 
crowd and began using pepper spray. 
When Joughin asked how to leave, an 
officer pointed him in the direction of 
the verry officers using the pepper 
spray. "I yelled at him to let us through 
because we had three small children. 
He looked at me, drew out his can 
from his hip and sprayed directly at 
me. In the same motion, he turned the 
can on my wife who was holding our 
10-month-old baby and doused both of 
their heads entirely, from a distance 
of less than three feet." When Joughin 
called 9-1-1, he was told that no am- 
bulance would be sent and that he had 
to report to a first aid tent behind 
police lines. Fellow protesters and 
members of the Black Cross Health 
Collective aided the family. 

The police declared states of emer- 
gency at least two more times, and 
once those areas had been violently 
cleared, protesters were left alone. As 


the sun set, people danced in the streets 
and continued to protest. 

Corporate media accounts of the event 
betrayed an institutional bias against 
democratic action. Instead, the media 
glorified police brutality and misrepre- 
sented the character and intent of those 
inspired to take action. Still, the feeling 
throughout the crowd of protesters at 
the end of the day left the final score 
at Portland 1, Bush 0. 

The next morning, the Portland chap- 
ter of the National Lawyers Guild held a 
press conference at City Hall, where 
they called for the resignation of police 
chief Mark Kroeker. Mayor Vera Katz 
hid in her office and refused to address 
concerns about police behavior. That 
afternoon, protesters marched on City 
Hall to demand police accountability. 

At a press conference in front of City 
Hall on September 5, local lawyer Alan 
Graf announced the intention to sue 
the city and Kroeker "for their unpro- 
voked assault and attack on peaceful 
law-abiding protesters who were exer- 
cising their First Amendment rights.” 
This legal action seeks monetary dam- 
ages and a court order forbidding the 
police from using pepper spray, tear gas 
and rubber bullets for crowd control. 

Keep your eye out for a video docu- 
mentary about the protest and its after- 
math, which is set for release this Fall. 

For more information, visit 
www.portland.indymedia.org/a22. 

Hummingbird is a regular contributor to 
Portland indymedia. This article gathered 
facts from many eye-witness accounts on 
the portland indymedia website. 
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Gear Up for 

Lawless 

Logging! 

by Sparky 

It's time for forest defenders to stock up on rope, carabiners 
and lock-boxes. Amid one of the most severe wildfire 
seasons in the past 50 years, the Bush administration and 
Congress are preparing to pass a so-called "fire prevention 
logging" rider on the Interior Appropriations Bill. This 
rider — reminiscent of 
the infamous Salvage 
Rider passed by Clinton 
in 1995 — will suspend 
environmental protec- 
tion laws in order to al- 
low private logging cor- 
porations unfettered 
access to public for- 
ests. Concerned citi- 
zens will no longer 
have the legal rights 
to participate in pub- 
lic lands management 
and will have no ac- 
cess to the courts when 
government agencies 
break the law. 

This desire for "law- 
less logging" has been a 
long-standing agenda of 
the Bush administra- 
tion and timber indus- 
try allies in Congress. 

Pro-timber politicians 
have been aided and 
abetted by Senator Tom 
Daschle, the Democratic maj ority leader who recently crafted 
a lawless logging rider for South Dakota's Black Hills Na- 
tional Forest (see article on page 8). Republicans are oppor- 
tunistically using this Summer's wildfires to apply Daschle's 
draconian rider as a model for logging nationwide. 

The timber beasts are banking on the hope that people 
fear fires more than they hate stumps. Thanks to the 
hysteria being fomented by corporate newsmedia — typi- 
cally claiming that forests have been "destroyed," "con- 
sumed" or "incinerated" by the fires — this ploy on the 
public's fear of fire just may work. 

Members of Congress hope that the crackling of flames 
will drown out the clinking bags of gold coins being 


handed over to several election campaigns from logging 
corporations. 

The Tin Woodsman Visits the Emerald Forest 

To make a public relations pitch for his new forest fire 
policy, President Bush arranged a brief photo opportunity 
with firefighters mopping up the Squires fire in Medford, 
Oregon, on August 22. He then made a "stump speech" to 
an invitation-only pep rally of Republican supporters at a 
fairground about his so-called "Healthy Forests Initiative." 
Bush pointed to a small patch of Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment (BLM) ground that was supposedly "saved” from 
wildfire damage because it had previously been commer- 
cially thinned. If the television cameras had simply panned 
around them, they would have captured the charred moon- 
scape resulting from a wildfire that roared across lands 
clearcut by Boise Cascade. The fire devoured a mountain of 
fuel in the form of logging debris, small unmerchantible 
trees and big stumps left behind by classic, profit-driven, 
cut-and-run commercial logging. 

The "Healthy Forests Initiative" would do the following: 

• Increase commercial logging across 191 million acres 

of public lands while sus- 
pending the laws allowing 
citizen input, appeals and 
lawsuits to enforce 
environmental protec- 
tion regulations. Amid 
widespread corporate 
scandals in the wake 
of various deregula- 
tion scams, Bush's re- 
sponse is to push for 
deregulation in man- 
agement of public 
a forests. 

• Authorize so- 
called goods-for-ser- 
vices "stewardship 
contracts" that allow 
the US Forest Service 
(USFS) and BLM to 
give away large, old 
trees in exchange 
for fuel reduction 
services by logging 
corporations: These 
services should be 
performed as part of 
ecological reparations for past profiteering and environ- 
mental damage — not as part of further giveaways of 
public assets for private profits. 

• Accelerate commercial logging under the Northwest 
Forest Plan. This part of Bush's initiative has nothing to do 
with reducing wildfire hazards or healthy forests but is 
simply payback for the corporate largesse showered on his 
(s)election campaign. 

The timber industry argues that "lack of active manage- 
ment" and "overprotection" (i.e. lack of logging, grazing 
and road-building) have converted forests into tinder- 
boxes that fuel catastrophic wildfires. In truth, it is 

continued on page 42 
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Prophetic Fire on the Black Hills 


by Jeremy Nichols 

The Lakota people have long prophesied that the Black 
Hills of western South Dakota and northeastern Wyoming 
will sooner burn than continue to be desecrated by Euro- 
pean Americans. The purifying force of fire is needed to 
fully cleanse the Black Hills, after more than a century of 
exploitation, and to restore the natural diversity. If recent 
events are any indication, the fear of this prophecy could 
be the driving force behind attempts to despoil the Black 
Hills' ecosystem in the name of 


The ecological impacts of more than a century of 
settlement are staggering. Overhunting and ecological 
degradation have driven many native species like 
Manitoban elk and Audubon's bighorn sheep to extinc- 
tion. Bison, wolf, grizzly bear, lynx and most recently 
black bear were extirpated. Their decline was directly tied 
to invading European Americans. 

Pollution from mines continues to despoil streams. The 
Homestake Mine, once the largest in the Black Hills and the 
nation's leading gold producer, recently closed after reaping 

billions from the hills. While the 


wildfire prevention. 

A Forested Island in a Sea 
of Prairie 

The Black Hills support a 
unique ecosystem that evolved 
in isolation for more than 1 0,000 
years. An island in the plains, the 
hills rise above surrounding grass- 
lands and support an incredible 
diversity of life. Home to a mix- 
ture of vegetation native to Rocky 
Mountain forests, midwestern 
grasslands, eastern deciduous 
forests and northern boreal for- 



Cathedral Spires in the Black Hills 


mining operation destroyed miles 
■§, of streams and surrounding lands, 

1 Senator Tom Daschle passed leg- 
| islation that relieved Homestake 

2 from any obligatory environmen- 
| tal cleanup. 

g While USES claims streams 
v are healthy, water quality 
| monitoring and the status of 
| native species contradicts this. 
| Streams have become choked 
| with sediment from roads and 
1 two tracks that were illegally 
created by vehicles. 

continued on page 44 


ests, the hills provide habitat for a plethora of species, many 
of which are rare or endemic. The Black Hills red-bellied 
snake, Black Hills flying squirrel, pygmy nuthatch and 
northern goshawk are all found in or near forests of ponde- 
rosa pine, white spruce, birch, quaking aspen, bur oak and 
juniper. Black Hills Atlantis fritillary butterflies, Bearlodge 
meadow jumping mice and black-tailed prairie dogs make 
their homes in Black Hills montane grassland communities 
and alongside streams supporting Black Hills dippers and 
mountain suckers. The abundance and diversity of life is 
beautiful and overwhelming. 

Unfortunately, the Black Hills are also distinguished as 
being one of the most heavily developed and exploited 
forests in the US. 

A History of Exploitation 

The illegal occupation by European Americans in the 
1800s, was an era of overhunting, overtrapping, mining, 
intensive livestock grazing and the development of nearly 
every riparian area. The Black Hills were viewed as an 
inexhaustible and convenient source of timber, and log- 
ging soon dominated the entire landscape. 

To curb unrestricted logging at the turn of the century, 
the Black Hills National Forest was created. The US Forest 
Service (USFS), in turn, implemented the first-ever com- 
mercial timber sale on federal lands. Since then, the USFS 
has logged 97 percent of the more than one-million-acre 
national forest at least once, and it has logged 80 percent 
more than once — 8,000 miles of roads have been con- 
structed for logging. 



by Charmaine White Face 

For as long as I can remember, my grandmother 
would say, "The Black Hills are sacred. You can never 
sell the Earth." 

Although, when I was growing up in the 1950s and 
'60s, Lakota people would say: "Doksa, Black Hills,” 
and then laugh. 

Later, I learned that this meant: "When they give us 
money for the Black Hills, I will pay you," or, "Things 
will be good when they pay us for the Black Hills." 

Lakota people said this because they understood that 
when wasicus (white people) want something, they try 
to buy it. 

The Black Hills were reserved for the Lakota people 
as part of the Fort Laramie Treaty of 1868. The US 
government violated the treaty when gold was discov- 
ered in the hills. 

Even the US Supreme Court said in 1980, about the 
treaty violation: "A more ripe and rank case of dishon- 
orable dealings shall not be found.” But then they 
turned around and tried to buy the sacred Black Hills for 
$105 million dollars. 

The Oglalas were the poorest of the poor in the US, 
but my people responded: "The sacred Black Hills are 
not for sale." 

continued on page 4S 
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ENVIROS ACCUSED OF BUREAUCRATIC ARSON 


by Kif.ran Suckling 


The US Forest Service (USFS) released a 
report on July 10, "proving” that environmentalists 
have obstructed forest thinning projects and have en- 
dangered rural communities with forest fires. Close 
inspection of the report shows exactly the opposite. 

Exploiting the suffering caused by recent forest fires, 
the Bush administration, the timber industry and con- 
servative members of Congress argue that the fires were 
caused by a lack of logging and that environmental 
regulations are slowing down the timber program. But 
their accusations have been contradicted by a widely 
circulated US General Accounting Office (GAO) study. 
The study found that onlytwooutof 1,671 Forest Service 
fuel reductions projects were appealed in 2001 and none 
were litigated. 

To counter the GAO report, the USFS came to a 
radically different conclusion: 48 percent of 326 "me- 
chanical fuel treatment projects" (i.e. timber sales) were 
appealed by environmental groups in 2000 and 2001, 
and six percent were challenged. 

Closer inspection shows that the USFS report used a 
much more limited data set than the GAO report and 
that the reports are actually quite complementary. Virtu- 
ally all of the fuels reduction projects surveyed in the 


GAO report were legitimate burning and thinning projects 
that reduced the risk of forest fire to nearby communi- 
ties. For this reason, they were not controversial and the 
USFS was able to conduct a large number of projects with 
very few appeals and no litigation. 

The USFS report, on the other hand, looks mostly at 
traditional timber sales and a few, large, prescribed burns. 
Most did not qualify for the congressional fuels reduc- 
tions fund . For this reason, there is little overlap between 
projects studied by the GAO and the USFS. The USFS 
found a much higher level of opposition because the 
timber sales were not legitimate thinning projects. Most 
involved the logging of old-growth trees, wildland areas 
far from towns and endangered species habitat. 

The USFS report, therefore, is not more thorough 
than the GAO report, nor do they contradict. Taken 
together, the reports confirm exactly what environ- 
mentalists have stated: If the USFS conducts legiti- 
mate, small tree burning and thinning near human 
communities, it will not face opposition and will be 
able to get work done on the ground. If it continues its 
traditional timber sale program to log old-growth trees, 
roadless areas and habitat for endangered species, it 
will continue to face intense opposition. 

Kieran Suckling is the executive director of the Center for 
Biological Diversity. 


Green Pol 



Effect on Wildlife 


by Sprig 

In the US Forest Service's (USFS) tale 
of Smokey the Bear, little Smokey the 
cub is rescued from the big, bad fire by 
heroic firefighters. They "save" him 
from life in the wild and catapult him 
into fire suppression stardom. In actu- 
ality, little Smokey would have been 
better off if he was left alone to fend for 
himself, free of green polyester pants. 

Most fires don't burn evenly across a 
landscape, and animals are able to seek 
refuge in the areas of unburned ter- 
rain. Large mammals can usually stay 
ahead of fires by walking. Even huge 
blazes seldom move faster than two 
miles per hour, and these animals can 
safely flee the advancing flames. 


Under natural fire conditions, birds 
have the ability to fly to safe locations. 
The fact that most wildfires strike dur- 
ing the late Summer or Fall, after breed- 
ing season, means that few species of 
birds still have flightless young to pro- 
tect. Yet forest fires are starting earlier 
each year, thus the impact on fledg- 
ling birds has increased. 

Small animals, by contrast, most 
often seek refuge below ground in 
burrows or other cavities. Even flight- 
less insects dig their way into the soil 
or humus as the flames pass. The fire 
may be burning out of control, but the 
temperature just a few inches below 
the surface remains unchanged. Plants 
and animals are more resilient and 
resourceful than most people think. 


Not only do most creatures survive 
latural wildfires, some even thrive in 
he wake of conflagrations as new food 
;ources and habitat niches are created. 

The worst damage associated with 
orest fires is caused by human efforts 
limed to control fire. Backfires set by 
irefighters cut off escape routes for wild- 
life and entrap them between two hot- 
burning flame fronts. To make matters 
worse, the presence of low-flying heli- 
copters, droning bulldozers and fire 
crews often confound the efforts of 
animals trying to escape. In fact, one 
report on the 1988 Yellowstone fire 
stated that 100 of the large mammals 
killed during the fire died as a result of 
collisions with fire-fighting vehicles. 

Firebreaks result in more long-term 
habitat degradation and associated 
impact on wildlife than the fires them- 
selves. Firelines cut by handcrews or 
bulldozers cause soil disturbance, dis- 
placement, compaction and erosion. 
Like clearcutting on steep slopes, 
firelines also create gullies that dump 
the soil right into streams affecting 
continued on page 45 
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Task Force (PJTTF) indicted four people for the June 2001 
arson that caused $50,000 worth of damage to three Ray 
Schoppert Logging Company trucks near Estacada, Oregon. 
The fire destroyed one truck and damaged two others. At the 
time, Schoppert Logging held the contract to log the 1,030- 
acre Eagle Creek Timber Sale, and it was set to begin logging 
on the day of the arson. No group claimed responsibility. 

Court documents did not link the four suspects to the Earth 
Liberation Front (ELF), but authorities have said the incen- 
diary devices were similar to the formula used to set fire to 
Ross Island Sand and Gravel trucks on April 15, 2001, in 
Portland. The ELF claimed responsibility for that arson, and 
the case is still under investigation. 

Jacob Sherman and Jeremy Rosenbloom were arrested at 
their homes on August 13. Angela Marie Cesario turned herself 
in later that evening. All three are active in social justice issues 
through Portland State University. They pled not guilty, were 
released on bail and their first court date was set for October 16. 
The conditions for their release include not associating with 
environmental groups as well as staying in the Portland area. 

The fourth person indicted, Tre Arrow, has a history of 
public nonviolent direct action in the Eagle Creek and God's 
Valley campaigns. Arrow is most well-known for his 11-day 
protest in July 2000, when he perched on a 30-foot-high ledge 
outside the US Forest Service building in downtown Portland 
to draw attention to its raid on the Eagle Creek blockade. In 
2001, he ran for Congress in Oregon as a Green candidate and 
received 15,000 votes. 

On August 20, the FBI visited Arrow's friend Renay Oshop 
in Pennsylvania to find more information about his where- 
abouts. The FBI told Oshop that they knew Arrow had been 
there two weeks prior because of a neighbor's tip. They also 
admitted that they were electronically monitoring Oshop 
and Arrow's communications. "You know, there are no 
secrets," the FBI told her. Arrow has not been found by law 
enforcement and is considered a fugitive. 


According to the FBI, each defendant faces four counts for 
"damaging vehicles and other property used in interstate 
commerce, obstructing the movement of commodities in 
interstate commerce, using violence to interfere with com- 
merce and using an incendiary device to commit an act of 
violence." Each individual faces up to one million dollars in 
fines and 80 years in prison. 

Earlier this Summer, a Portland grand jury subpoenaed four 
activists in its investigation of the Schoppert Logging arson. 
The details of the hearing have been kept secret by all 
involved, which has been a source of contention for many 
activists. Many people believe that public accounting of 
these hearings is the best way to dismantle the oppressiveness 
of the grand jury process. On July 10, 30 people protested a 
second grand jury hearing that targeted the same activists. It 
is believed the subject of this hearing was also the Schoppert 
Logging arsons. 

Martha, one of the people who was called to testify, said she 
"invoked the Fifth [Amendment] on all questions." One of the 
questions was whether she was a "member" of the Cascadia 
Forest Alliance (CFA). She noted that the grand jury won't 
impact her activism: "I plan to continue doing what I do." 

A statement released by CFA commented that the PJTTF is 
under pressure to produce results in order to justify its 
continued existence. CFA says the timing of these indict- 
ments appears to be politically motivated due to an upcom- 
ing review of the PJTTF in September. 

The task force — made up of eight police officers, 12 federal 
agents and three other state law enforcement officers — has 
refused to reveal even general information about the evi- 
dence it is using or to answer questions about how much 
money has been spent on this investigation. During hearings 
last year, city officials admitted that the PJTTF's files are 
completely insulated from public review. 

According to CFA, these recent indictments and investiga- 
tions are thinly veiled attempts to intimidate and prevent 
citizens from participating in activism. CFA stands "in soli- 
darity with those who are being harassed and targeted by the 
PJTTF for their political beliefs." 
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by David Barbarash 

On July 30, nine members of the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (RCMP), led by Corporal Derrick Ross of 
the Integrated National Security Enforcement Team (IN- 
SET, see sidebar on page 47), executed a search warrant 
and raided my home and 
office in Courtenay, Brit- 
ish Columbia. The search 
and seizure was carried 
out on behalf of law en- 
forcement agencies from 
two counties in the state 
of Maine, under the aus- 
pices of the Mutual Legal 
Assistance in Criminal 
Matters Treaty (MLAT). 

The MLAT was enacted 
in 1988 to improve judicial 
assistance between the US 
and Canada. This has en- 
couraged extensive coop- 
eration between justice officials, courts 
and law enforcement agencies of both 
countries . The treaty includes the power to 
summon witnesses, compel the produc- 
tion of evidence and issue search warrants . 

Although no one was home at the 
time, and even though access to the 
house could easily have been gained by 
breaking a window or picking a lock 
(the latter of which they would nor- 
mally do to install an electronic eaves- 
dropping device), the RCMP felt it 
necessary to kick in the door. The wood 
was shattered, the window was cracked 
and the door frame and wall were dam- 
aged — all of which made the door com- 
pletely unusable. When the police 
completed their search more than 10 
hours after they began, they screwed in 
a sheet of chipboard over the doorway, 
leaving behind ransacked rooms, scat- 
tered files, garbage and probably a few 
more bugs in the walls and ceiling. 


Between May and September 1999, the ALF took credit 
for four actions against hunting clubs and one action 
against a Food and Drug Administration building in Maine. 
According to the communique received by the North 
American ALF Press Office (NAALFPO), these actions boiled 
down to breaking and entering, spray painting walls, 

breaking windows and 
doors, as well as the 
theft of stuffed animal 
heads — which were re- 
turned to their natural 
environment to rest 
in peace. 

The Unfolding Story 

In July 1999, I took 
over the NAALFPO and 
became the North 
American spokesperson. 
The actions in Maine 
were some of the first I 
worked on in my new 
role, giving interviews to media outlets 
in Maine during September 1999. 

Four months later, on January 23, 2000, 
Kennebec County Sheriff Everett 
Flannery made a request for a search to 
be conducted of my home. On October 
11, 2000, and again on May 14, 2001, 
supplemental requests for a search were 
made by US authorities to the Canadian 
Minister of Justice. 

Almost one year later, on May 7, 2002, 
the request was approved, and on June 
25, Ross testified at an Information to 
Obtain a Search Warrant hearing. The 
warrant was approved and signed by 
Associate Chief Justice Patrick Dohm of 
the British Columbia Supreme Court. 

In July, the search warrant was ex- 
ecuted by four INSET members and 
five officers from the Vancouver Is- 
land RCMP. 

It must be noted that I am neither 
charged nor under investigation for any 


Shooting 

the 

Messenger 



Canadian Secret Police Raid Activists Home for US Authorities 


Seized from my home were both my computers, dozens 
of computer disks, hundreds of videos, miscellaneous 
photos, paper files and four US postal mail bags, in addi- 
tion to documents and files seized (and previously re- 
turned) during prior RCMP raids. 

One might reasonably guess that there was some recent 
Animal Liberation Front (ALF) action of immense and 
costly proportions in which I was suspected of having 
some involvement that warranted a cross-border raid. In 
fact, the incidents under investigation took place in the 
Summer of 1999. The damages from the relatively minor 
actions totaled no more than $8,700. 


actions or crimes in either country. 

"I have no real interest in Barbarash at all," said Flannery. 

Information to Obtain 

To secure a search warrant, an officer must swear out 
an Information to Obtain, upon which a judge will make 
the determination if he/she will authorize a search and 
seizure. This request spells out the crimes being investi- 
gated, the connection the person to be searched has to 
the investigation, the list of items to be seized and all 
supporting documentation. 

continued on page 46 
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by Felon and Fireweed 


The legal fallout surrounding the June 19 banner hang, 
which was anchored to a logging truck and deployed off a 
bridge in Missoula, Montana continues (see EF!J August- 
September 2002). Banner-hangers Sean and Steph spent a 
month in jail, during which time a downtown encampment 
of crusty hippies, known as the DGF (Don't Give a Fuck) Free 
State established itself outside the jailhouse in support. 

Shortly after they were released, Molly, who had been 
arrested for allegedly blocking the logging truck, received 
special permission from the court to travel to Moscow, Idaho. 

She had to retrieve her keys from the Bitterroot basecamp. 

While there, Molly was identified by law enforcement and 
approximately one week later, an arrest warrant was issued for 
her violating the conditions of release. There was even a 
special "Crime Stoppers" segment on the local news with 
photos and a description of Molly. Days later, she turned Fireweed was removed from her Bitterroot treesit with her lockbox still intact. 

herself in when the house she was staying at was surrounded After six days, and severely dehydrated, Lupine was forced 
by law enforcement officers. Molly spent a little more than a to descend. He was immediately handcuffed and taken to a 
week in jail. local hospital where he was rehydrated intravenously. Lu- 

The actions Missoula County have taken in response to pine was arraigned the next day and released on his own 
the banner hanging have the potential to set an ugly recognizance. He is charged with violating the 14-day camp- 
precedent. The prosecutor's decision to charge six activists ing restriction, maintaining an unauthorized structure, creat- 
with felonies for participating in nonviolent civil disobedi- ing a hazard and resisting an officer, 
ence needs to be challenged, or we risk seeing this same kind Meanwhile, Fireweed continued her vigil in the tree. The 

of legal repression elsewhere. Freddies maintained their $l,000-a-day standoff with Fireweed 

Prosecutors have said that WREFl's action on the bridge until August 6. When they realized she wasn't coming down, 

they became "concerned" for her 
physical well-being after two weeks 
without food and water. A Freddy, 
known as "Banana," used a 50-foot 
cherry picker to reach Fireweed’s plat- 
form. Since Fireweed had locked her 
arms to the branches, Banana ended 
up cutting the tree off piece by piece 
around her. After she was lifted into 
the bucket and returned to the 
ground, Fireweed was picked up and 
thrown into a police car. She faces 
the same charges as Lupine. 

The Struggle Continues 

At this point there are 10 WREF! 
folks who have restrictions that pre- 
vent them from entering the Bitter- 
root National Forest. WREF! has many 
frustrating months of legal battles 
crew and had many fun visitors. WREF! activists hung a banner, anchored to a logging ahead. The Bitterroot has become a 

The US Forest Service (USFS) pub- truck, off a bridge in Missoula, Montana, on June 19. moc j e i example for Bush's heinous 

licly stated that no laws were being broken and allowed them new salvage policy. WREF! continues to fight, but fresh faces 
to remain. On July 23, 16 days after Lupine and Fireweed are needed to help both in the field and in town. WREF! needs 
climbed the threatened trees, the USFS announced that they legal help and money, as well as a house to live in. The next 
had violated the national forest's camping limit. Instead of issue of Wild Rockies Review will be coming out soon. Also, an 
issuing tickets, police and Freddies surrounded the treesits action training camp will be held this Fall. Lastly, WREF! 
with their vehicles. A climber was dispatched to cut down intends to do a roadshow this Winter and is looking for hosts. 
Fireweed and Lupine's food and water supply. The Freddies For more information, contact WREF!, POB 1742, Missoula, 

then initiated 24-hour surveillance, complete with flood- MT59806;(406)721-3000x.ll20;wildrockiesef@yahoo.com. 
lights, annoying comments and a disregard for human life. Felon and Fireweed love the Bitterroot and writing in the 3rd person. 
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Mattole Forest Defense 

Resisting the Maxxam Blitzkrieg 


by Vesna, Farmer and Semp 

Despite continuing litigation and 
staunch community opposition, 
Maxxam/Pacific Lumber (PL) continues 
to clearcut its holdings in the Mattole 
Watershed. PL intends to "liquidate" 
3,000 acres of irreplaceable old-growth 
forest and 9,000 acres of second 
growth — disregarding the effects on 
wildlife and the forest's critical ecologi- 
cal importance to surrounding protected 
areas. Recent clearcut logging of this 
area has caused landslides and sedimen- 
tary degradation of salmonid habitat, 
impacting human residents and the en- 
tire Mattole River watershed. 

The Lower North Fork area owned by 
PL contains the largest coastal old- 
growth Douglas fir forest in California. 
It is located on some of the steepest and 
most unstable terrain in the country. 
Many threatened and endangered spe- 
cies have taken refuge here, including 
the Pacific fisher, northern spotted owl 
and the California red tree vole. The 
Mattole River also provides crucial 
spawning habi- 
tat for imperiled 
populations of 
coho salmon, 

Chinook salmon 
and steelhead. 

Since the early 
1980s, residents 
of the Mattole 
River watershed 
have been dedi- 
cated to the con- 
servation and 
restoration of the environment. In 1998, 
when the Habitat Conservation Plan 
was signed, turning the Mattole into a 
designated "sacrifice zone," residents 
began to organize. Litigation, plans for 
acquisition and public outreach ensued. 
When these proved only mildly suc- 
cessful, it became clear that nonviolent 
direct action would be necessary to slow 
the "liquidation" of the forest. 

In 2000, activists took to the Mattole, 
braving the arduous 14-mile hike into 
the wilderness, to shut down logging for 
several months (see £T// May-June 2001). 
PL was forced to go to new lengths to 


defeat the efforts of the dedicated activ- 
ists and community members. Among 
the heavy-handed tactics used, PL hired 
bear poachers who tracked, chased and 
injured activists in the woods. 

In recent months, PL has filed an on- 
slaught of timber harvest plans. Logging 
has begun in at least six of those units, 
and it can be expected to continue until 
the snows arrive around late January. 

On July 8, a forest defender was ar- 
rested in an early morning blockade on 
the road leading to two logging units in 
the Long Ridge/Taylor Peak area. In the 
Taylor Peak logging plan, which is un- 
der court challenge but without an in- 
junction, PL intends to clearcut 50 acres 
of old-growth trees. 

The most recent action occurred on 
August 13, when an activist locked 
herself to a loader near Rainbow Ridge, 
impeding business as usual. Truck driv- 
ers from D.W. Grant Trucking Com- 
pany and logging contractors for PL 
were the first to arrive. The contractors 
began shouting and throwing wooden 
debris at the protesters. The truck driv- 
ers battered the wo- 
man's legs with 
the debris from the 
road while she was 
locked down to the 
loader. Another em- 
ployee tied the 
activist's ankle to 
the machine's tread. 

Carl Anderson, 
head of security for 
PL, supervised cut- 
ting the ladder rail 
that the protester was locked to. Sparks 
from the grinder burned her unpro- 
tected legs. The protester locked down a 
second time to a nearby log. Later, a 
lone sheriff arrived and arrested her. 

PL's official hands-off approach to- 
ward protesters, which was a result of 
David "Gypsy" Chain's wrongful 
death settlement, was disregarded 
when Anderson took matters into his 
own hands. 

On September 15, Mattole Forest De- 
fenders, Earth First! and supporters will 
hold a rally at the monument gate en- 
trance into the Mattole. Inhabitants of 


the Earth are encouraged to help save 
this ancient forest. 

For more information, contact Mattole 
Forest Defenders/North Coast EF!, (707) 
825-6598; savethemattoletsyahoo.com; 
www.indybay.org/features/forest. 

Vesna, Farmer and Semp are residents of 
Humboldt County dedicated to protecting 
ancient forests. 



Maxxam/Pacific Lumber (PL) is log- 
ging Northern California's Freshwater 
Creek up to six days a week, under the 
infamous 1999 Headwaters deal. PL 
has been permitted by the State of Cali- 
fornia to clearcut 500 acres a year in the 
area. If the Heritage Tree Preservation 
Act passes in November, this small patch 
of ancient redwoods would be protected. 

Meanwhile, the view from the ancient 
redwood named " Jerry " offers thousands 
of acres of ravaged hillsides, as well as 
the northern boundary of the Headwa- 
ters Forest Preserve. "Destructive logging 
started here ISO years ago," says Rem- 
edy (pictured above). “It's time to give 
Freshwater a break. " On September 23, 
Remedy will celebrate her sixth continu- 
ous month in the treetops, while fellow 
sitter, Wren, has been in the neighboring 
tree "Everlasting Life" for three months. 
A third treesit has been added in a tree 
named "Marvelous. " 

For more information, contact North 
Coast Earth First!, (707) 825-6598. 



Upper North Fork of the Mattole River 
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Wealthy Car Dealer Plays Cowboy 

at the Expense of the Tonto Forest 


by Phoenix Earth First! 

Outside Phoenix, Arizona, hot air saturates the landscape 
of the Sonoran Desert like an oven. Summer can feel unrelent- 
ing to those unaccustomed to desert life. For the last several 
years, a drought has engulfed much of Arizona — the likes of 
which has not been experienced since the beginning of the 
20th century. When drought is combined with reckless, 
unsustainable human activities, the natural environ- 
ment is devastated. 

The presence of eurocentric human beings has 
undoubtedly altered large sections of 
Arizona's forests, grasslands and deserts. 

Until recently, it has been the native flora, 
fauna and indigenous peoples who have 
shouldered the burden of livestock graz- 
ing, mining, logging, dams, groundwater 
pumping and urban sprawl. However, de- 
cades of ecological exploitation combined with 
the drought have begun to affect the exploiters 
as well as the exploited. 

Ranchers are starting to feel the impacts as their 
herd sizes decline. Like it or not, drought and 
unsustainable land use have forced public lands 
ranchers to pull their heads out of the clouds and 
confront the reality that Arizona's biomes are not adapted for 
livestock grazing. 

The drought has created a forum to challenge public lands 
ranching, giving Phoenix EF! the opportunity to fight for the 
permanent cancellation of all drought-closed livestock graz- 
ing permits on the Tonto National Forest (see EF// May-June 
2002) . Campaigning on an issue that few people understand, 
in a predominantly conservative city of three million, has not 
always been as successful as we would have liked. But we have 
managed to educate many people on the issue of livestock 


grazing while bringing joy and excitement to the lives of US 
Forest Service (USFS) law enforcement personnel. Despite our 
best efforts, the USFS still has every intention of restocking 
the allotments once the drought has ended. 

Enter the Car Dealing Cowboy 

The latest stage in the campaign takes us to the northern 
border of the Tonto National Forest in the Little Green 
Valley Grazing Complex (LGVGC), where a car 
dealer and the USFS are concocting plans for future 
grazing. Hal Earnhardt is the permitee for 
the five grazing allotments known as the 
LGVGC and is a member of the wealthy 
Earnhardt family — which owns one of 
the largest car dealerships in the US, 
Earnhardt Fords. 

Earnhardt has requested that the USFS 
combine the two permits that govern the 
LGVGC into one permit for his convenience. 
A change in management such as this requires 
that the USFS go through the National Environ- 
mental Policy Act (NEPA) process. By law, the 
USFS must list three "alternatives” for how to 
manage the LGVGC: "No Action," "Proposed 
Action" and "No Grazing." The no grazing alterna- 
tive interests us because, if selected, it would close the 
LGVGC for 10 years. Once the allotment was closed, Phoe- 
nix EF! would be in a position to make reopening the 
LGVGC incredibly difficult. 

Forcing the USFS to implement the no grazing alternative 
will not be easy. With Senators John McCain and Jon Kyi 
and Representatives Franklin Flake and J.D. Hayworth ex- 
pressing interest in the outcome of the NEPA decision, there 
are a lot of powerful interests to counter. The wealth and 
social prestige of the Earnhardt family are enough on their 



. 

Putting Public Lands Grazing out to Pasture 


A coalition of environmental groups, spearheaded by the 
National Public Lands Grazing Campaign, is pushing a bill 
before Congress that would establish a voluntary buyout 
program for federal grazing permits, with the hope of 
ending the devastation caused by livestock grazing on 
public lands. 

Currently, there aremore than 25,000 ranchers who hold 
permits to graze cattle and sheep on 257 million acres of 
federally owned land. In April, each rancher was sent a 
letter that explained the bill and asked for their support in 
getting it passed. 

The bill would offer $175 per "animal unit month" to 
ranchers who volunteer for the buyout program. For a 
rancher with 300 cow-calf pairs grazing on public lands for 
five months out of every year, the payment would be 
$262,500. Despite the large initial expense, the buyout 


program would more than pay for itself by eliminating the 
expenses of the federal grazing program, which cost tax- 
payers about $500 million annually. 

Most public lands ranchers have been pushed to the 
margins of the livestock industry. The majority of the US 
beef supply comes from grain-fed cattle fattened in feed- 
lots; only three percent comes from cattle grazed on 
public lands. The average age of ranchers is rising, and 
public lands ranching is generally a part-time, money- 
losing venture. 

Andy Kerr, one of the campaign's organizers, believes it 
will be an economic decision that's made as ranchers age 
and look to get out of a declining business. According to 
Kerr, "It often comes down to how much it is worth to wear 
the big shiny belt buckle.” 

For more information, visitwww.publiclandsranching.org. 
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own to fight, let alone powerful politi- 
cal figures. Combine this with the 
USFS's unyielding commitment to ma- 
nipulating the Tonto National Forest 
for maximum resource exploitation, 
and we have our work cut out for us. 

This uphill battle does not discourage 
us. The LGVGC desperately needs de- 
fenders and advocates. The ecological 
impacts of livestock grazing are appar- 
ent on LGVGC. If grazing were to con- 
tinue in riparian areas, this habitat type 
would continue to decline. Thirty-nine 
percent of the soil cover is below the 
" satisfactory condition class . " Mule deer, 
a livestock competitor, are declining in 
number. Grazing impacts along Webber 
Creek and the East Verde may also jeop- 
ardize Mexican spotted owl habitat. 

Welfare Ranching 

Of course, there is always the money 
angle. Earnhardt's plan calls for the 
public to subsidize his grazing opera- 
tion by constructing eight earthen road 
tanks and almost two miles of barbed 
wire fence at $5,000 a mile. Just on the 
administration of the permit, the USFS 
will spend more money than what it 
receives in grazing fees — $ 1.35 per cow, 
per month. 

All this is for the benefit of Earnhardt 
and no one else. Neither Gila County 
nor the nearby town of Payson are any- 
where near dependent on ranching, and 
Hal is certainly far from struggling fi- 
nancially. The USFS has no ecological or 
economic excuse to continue to defend 
grazing on the LGVGC — outside of ca- 
tering to Earnhardt's hobby. Grazing on 


the LGVGC provides a typical example 
of wealthy individuals soliciting sup- 
port and protection from the state to 
exploit the land for their own profit and 
social prestige. 

Call to Action 

The campaign to save the Tonto Na- 
tional Forest is gaining urgency. The 
USFS has confirmed that they intend to 
implement a grazing rotation system 
on the Little Green Valley, and the 
NEPA decision will be made at the end 
of September. 

It the meantime, Phoenix EF! has 
begun organizing a boycott against all 
Earnhardt dealerships in Arizona. On 
August 24, we held a protest in the 
front show room at the Tempe 
Earnhardt Ford until we were forced 
out by the police. At that point a small 
confrontation broke out near the side- 
walk, and an EF!er was assaulted. This 
was just the first of a long series of 
actions that will be held against the 
Earnhardts and the USFS. 

With help and a good strategy, we 
may very well defeat the USFS and 
close five grazing allotments in one 
stroke. Phoenix EF! is putting out a call 
to action for involvement on all lev- 
els — from letter writing and phone 
calls, to help organizing protests, di- 
rect action and, if necessary, peaceful 
civil disobedience. 

For more information on grazing and 
how to join the campaign to protect the 
LGVGC, contact Phoenix EF!, POB 5564, 
Phoenix, AZ 85010; (602) 244-9434; 
phoenixef@excite.com. 
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Zapatistas Assassinated by 
Paramilitaries 

Since July 31, four civil leaders 
from different Zapatista munici- 
palities have been murdered. 
Many others have been attacked 
| with rocks, machetes and guns 
and threatened by individuals and 
| paramilitary groups who have ties 
I to the Mexican Army and a gov- 
[ ernment political party, the Insti- 
tutional Revolutionary Party. 

On August 25, hundreds of 
array troops entered the Lacandon 
jungle. An overall increase in 
military activity has been reported 
throughout Chiapas. 

Zapatistas and human rights 
groups hypothesize that the in- 
creased violence has to do with 
groups, like the US Agency for 
International Development, put- 
ting pressure on the Mexican go v- 
ernment to relocate the Zapatista 
communities. Zapatistas suspect 
the government wants to drive 
them out of the jungle so that it 
can access the area's natural re- 
sources and implement Plan 
Puebla Panama (PPP). 

Fascism Gets a Facelift 

Due to public outcry, the De- 
partment of Justice and Bush ad- 
ministration have tempered the 
language and delayed the imple- 
mentation of their Terrorism In- 
formation and Prevention System 
(TIPS) until September. Originally, 
Operation TIPS called for one out 
of every 24 US citizens to work as 
volunteer spies for the govern- 
ment. Most controversial was the 
concept of recruiting letter carri- 
ers, utility employees and others 
who have access to private homes. 

TIPS would act as a hotline to 
report "suspicious" activities. Infor- 
mation gathered would be entered 
into databases made available to 
both government agencies and lo- 
cal police forces. No guidelines as 
to how the information would be 
used have been established. 
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Clearcuts Threaten the Heart of Temagami 


by Louise Molloy 

Temagami is famous for two things: It's rugged, pristine 
wilderness and the 20-year struggle between those who want 
the area protected and those who want it logged. 

A five-hour drive from Toronto, Canada, Temagami is 
dominated by towering red, white and jack pines, as well as 
black spruce forests. It's famous white pine forests are all that 
are left of the vast ecosystem that once covered thousands of 
square miles from Manitoba to eastern Canada and the 
northeastern US. After 200 years of 
logging in this ecosystem, less than 
one percent is left intact. This re- 
mote corner of North America is 
home to wolves, black bears, pine 
martens and more than 100 bird 
species. The Temagami wilderness 
also attracts eco-tourists, which pro- 
vides a living for many locals. 

The Teme-augama Anishnabai, 
whose culture depends on the 
land, have witnessed the destruc- 
tion of their land by industrial 
clearcut logging. The Ontario gov- 
ernment has assumed jurisdiction 
of their territory and has handed 
it over to logging companies for 
"resource extraction." 

In 1988, the first blockade went 
up in Temagami. Frustrated by 
years of lobbying, letter writing 
and petition signing, a group from 
the Anishnabai took direct action 
and stopped road building into the 
area for 95 days. Joined by com- 
mitted individuals and members 
of Earthroots — an Ontario-based 
environmental group — people fur- 
ther participated in direct action in 
1989 and 1996. 

Between 1990 and 1995, public support for the preserva- 
tion of Temagami's wilderness made companies wary of 
logging the area. A new local government, more sympathetic 
to environmental issues, was elected. During their time in 
office no timber-cutting licenses or road permits were issued. 

The completion of the Temagami land-use plan in 1996 
and another change of government brought along a change 
of heart. New timber-cutting licenses were issued for the first 
time since 1990. In total, more than 400 people were arrested 
as they erected treesits, buried themselves in roads and locked 
down to machinery to protect Temagami's ancient forests. 

Sadly, this public outcry was not enough to completely stop 
all logging and road building in Temagami. However, it has 
kept them out of more ecologically and culturally sensitive 
areas. That is, until now! 

Earlier this year, Liskeard Lumber obtained logging rights 
to approximately 1,668 acres (equivalent to more than 
1,148 football fields) of old-growth forest in the Temagami 
Page 16 Earth First! Maboti 2002 



Management Unit. To access these new cutting areas, an 
existing trail through a conservation reserve will be widened 
for heavy machinery and a decommissioned road will be 
brought back into service. 

In addition to the obvious ecological concerns, these 
clearcuts threaten to destroy one of the last places of sanctu- 
ary and healing for the Anishnabai people — Spirit Rock. Here 
they have sat, fasted and sought guidance from their ances- 
tors for generations. 

The Musabe family in Temagami will be directly affected by 
the proposed clearcuts. Recently, 
they hosted a Summer Solstice cel- 
ebration, and as we gathered 
around the sacred fire, everyone 
told why Temagami is important 
to them. One woman's story really 
touched me. 

As a child she had been taken 
from her family and placed in a 
residential home for the rest of 
her childhood. It was an abusive 
home; she still carries the scars 
from her life there. She carries so 
much pain, and it became clear to 
me that she needs the land to 
heal. After the circle, her tears 
were transformed into peals of 
laughter as we swam in the lake, 
feeling the cool water soothe our 
bug bites, our spirits soaring. 
Reflecting about it on the way 
■§. home, it made me happy to know 
I that there are areas of the world 
| that are still as beautiful as mother 
I nature intended. The land gives 
| stability and yet encourages move- 
1 ment through the changing of the 
' seasons and the cycle of life. It is 
our connection between the past, 
present and future, and no one has 


Pristine lake in eastern Canada's Temagami wilderness 


the right to destroy it — especially for a quick profit. 

So we now look to the future — how can we stop the 
bulldozers and chainsaws from rolling in? We need to send a 
clear message to Liskeard Lumber and the Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources that the people will not stand by and let 
these areas be destroyed. The Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources (MNR) has the final say on what areas get cut in 
Temagami. Write to them and the logging company, and tell 
them that Temagami should be off limits! 

Minister Jerry Ouellette, Ministry of Natural Resources, 99 
Wellesley St W, Toronto, Ontario M7A 1W3; (416) 312-2216 
(fax); minister@mnr.gov.on.ca. 

Liskeard Lumber, 12 Hessle Ave, Lew Liskeard, Ontario P0J 
1P0; (705) 647-5644; (705) 647-6692 (fax). 

For more information, contact Earthroots, 410 Richmond 
St W, Ste 410, Toronto, Ontario M5V 3A8; (416) 599-0152; 
(705) 647-6692 (fax); www.earthroots.org. 

Louise Molloy works as a forest campaigner with Earthroots. 




A Die-In at the Atomic Dome in Hiroshima, August 1 984 

by Puck 


Fifty-seven years ago on August 6, US 
President Harry Truman made a deci- 
sion that no one else stopped because 
the inertia to continue marching was so 
great that people felt powerless. People 
weren't organized and therefore were 
unable to stop the deadly, horrible mo- 
mentum that has haunted the world 
since. It's possible no one understood 
the severity of the consequences of their 
inaction back then. But today there can 
be no such pretense of ignorance — al- 
most 60 years after the atomic bomb 
was dropped on Hiroshima. 

Truman signed an executive order 
that allowed the murder of 200,000 
people and that desecrated the areas 
where they lived. The land became 
several smoldering, radioactive cra- 
ters. Truman was not charged as a 
criminal by any court. He was not 
extradited to Japan. He never stood 
trial by the women, men, children 
and other creatures who were incin- 
erated instantly as the heat wave from 
the bomb fell, nor by those whose 
skin burned and melted like ripped 
shirt sleeves upon their arms. Neither 
was he charged nor sentenced by those 


who took longer to die from 
radiation sicknesses like leuke- 
mia and cancer, or by those 
who passed on their suffering 
through mutated genes to a 
generation of atomic casualties. 

The pilot who dropped that 
first atomic bomb, Lieutenant 
Paul Tibbets, also was not pun- 
ished as a mass murderer. He was 
just "doing his job." It was not his 
fault. He did not make the war. 
Everyone else in the military was 
just doing their jobs too. Same 
for the weapon manufacturers. 

And the media, who beat the 
drums for war, were not respon- 
sible either. They insisted: "Ja- 
g. pan started the war! They 
s bombed Pearl Harbor!" 
a But World War II wasn't about 
I US outrage at civilian casualties 
I or injustice, and Pearl Harbor 
wasn't only about the Japanese 
military attacking the US. It was 
just another chapter in the ter- 
rible tale of empire, markets and 
profit. It was about two imperial gov- 
ernments fighting for the domination 
of people and "resources." Humans, 
animals and the land were bombed 
and murdered by governments and 
capitalists arguing over Southeast Asian 
tin, rubber and oil. 

And the reason Hiroshima could hap- 
pen was because these individuals chose 
to act in the name of the governments 
that ruled them, doing chores seem- 
ingly disconnected to a larger picture of 
murderous US imperialism. 

The point of recognizing the anniver- 
sary of the bombing of Hiroshima isn't 
just to assign blame to the dead war- 
makers but to bring justice to the living. 
We must de-throne the presidents, gen- 
erals, CEOs and other despots of our day 
and refuse their orders to kill, maim or 
dominate for their profit and power. 

Japanese people watched the US B-29 
bomber fly overhead immediately pre- 
ceding the nightmarish explosion 
resembling "another sun." Like a pres- 
tigious brand name, like the closing 
credits of a movie, the signature left no 
room for misunderstanding who the 
continued on page 48 


Pope John Paul Asked to 
Save Sea Turtles 

On July 8, a coalition of 64 
scientists and environmental 
groups asked Pope John Paul II to 
save sea turtles from extinction 
by clarifying for Catholics that 
the turtles are not fish. 

Each year thousands of sea 
turtles from around the world 
are consumed during Lent by 
Catholics who can only eat fish 
during this religious occasion. In 
Mexico alone, tens of thousands 
of sea turtles are killed each year 
for this reason. 

Indigenous People Issue 
Statement Against GMOs 

On July 3, nearly 500 delegates 
representing 160 indigenous 
farming and social organizations, 
gathered in Guatemala for a con- 
ference to organize against the 
cultural and biological destruc- 
tion perpetuated by the US and 
Central American governments 
and multinational corporations. 

Following the conference, a dec- 
laration was issued that stated: 
"We reject the introduction of ge- 
netically engineered organisms 
and agricultural toxins. We de- 
mand reparations for damages in- 
curred. We demand respect to 
Mother Earth and to our commu- 
nal villages. Enough already, with 
the theft and plundering of our 
heritage! In addition, we reject 
single crop farming in the forests 
because the Earth is life, to defend 
it is our responsibility. No to the 
Plan Puebla Panama! No to free 
trade! No to the capitalist demo- 
cratic model! 

"Yes to the indigenous cosmic 
vision, which allows us to share a 
vision for the future." 

Participants committed to create 
advisory councils at the commu- 
nity, regional and national levels. 
The councils will be elected, and 
they will promote or veto projects 
that affect natural resources. 
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US Navy Sonar Causes Mass Whale Beathings 


with the Navy, it disappoints 
^ me greatly that the US 
Navy, which perhaps 
■Hfl. more than any other 
1 institution, has the po- 
1 tential to benefit or 
harm sea life, worked 
to receive an exemp- 
li tion from the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act 

The first of these mysterious y HSMBbE^ and encouraging its con- 

beachings happened within two weeks 1§#: ImKKm tractors to develop surveil- 

of the start date of the permit the US ' Mpr lance capabilities that didn’t 

Navy was given to deploy low-fre- Br injure sea life, it apparently has 

quency active sonar (LIAS). LIAS initiated a major project that could 

is a submari ne-detect ion system produce large-scale endangerment to 

sonar system has effects upon The Battle Hymn of the Navy 

whales, dolphins and W "Oh hear us when we cry to thee, For 

other marine species as s Even some of the those in peril in the sea!" 

it floods the oceans Navy's own people are outraged. — Eternal Father, US Navy Anthem 

with devastating John L. Petersen runs the Arlington 

sound levels. r Institute in Washington, DC, a think According to the Department of the 

The July 16 permit exempts the Navy tank that works for the Na vy and the Navy, the LFAS Surveillance Towed Ar- 
from abiding by the provisions of the Pentagon. In a recent letter he stated, ray Sensor System (SURTASS) uses spe- 
Marine Mammal Protection Act. "As one who has had a long association cialized sounds and echo detection 

methods to maximize the range at which 
submarines can be detected. LFAS is so 
powerful that a single source can illumi- 
nate hundreds of thousands of square 
miles of ocean at one time. At close 
range, the noise it produces is millions 
of times more intense than the Navy 
considers safe for human divers and 
billions of times the level known to 
disturb large whales. Deep diving whales 
are especially affected by low-frequency 
sounds. The sound is deadly, consider- 
ing that in ancient times some coastal 
tribes would bang rocks underwater to 
disorient and capture marine animals. 

Environmental groups, including 
Greenpeace and the Animal Welfare 
Institute, have described the noise cre- 
ated by the LFAS as a "thousand times 
louder than a 747 jet engine." Even the 
Navy acknowledges the danger of LFAS. 
An internal study briefly exposed a 32- 
year-old Navy diver to LFAS, at a level 
significantly lower than what it is des- 
ignated to operate. The diver had to be 
hospitalized and two years later was 


T „ However, a coalition of envi 

by James Bell . , . . , 

J ronmental groups, led by 

On August 3, 60 false killer whales the National Resources 

beached in Australia. Defense Council has j® 

On August 7, hundreds of giant squid sued the US Navy and jj| 

beached along the Californian coast- the National Marine MmL 

line while a large group of disoriented Fisheries Service P‘ 

leopard sharks swam unusually close to block de- | 4^* | 

to shore. ployment of 

On August 8, 60 pilot whales beached the LFAS - j jpPPy 

in Cape Cod, Massachusetts. system. iMr' ^Jj 
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Whales are among the most intel- strength and speed. In Chinese 
ligent creatures on Earth, and they myths, a human-like whale rules the 
have existed in all the oceans for ocean, and in Tibet, statues of Bud- 
more than three million years, dha are often accompanied by whales. 
Whales, dolphins and their smaller In modern Western literature and 
relatives, porpoises, are known to the Bible, the whale is often por- 
science as cetaceans. This is from trayed as wholly evil. "Out of the 
the Greek word ketos, found as early belly of hell cried I," recounts Jonah's 
as Homer, which referred to any tale of being stuck in a whale for 
"sea monster. " three days. In the classic tale of Moby 

Whales and dolphins have cap- Dick, the giant whale is described as 
tured the imaginations of countless "combinedly possessed by all the an- 
human cultures. In ancient Greece, gels that fell from heaven." 
to kill a dolphin was equal to killing Apparently, this cultural legacy of 

a human and was a crime punishable disdain for whales still thrives in the 
by death. Russian, Slavic and Ara- US. It can only account for the Navy’s 
bian myths tell of whales that sup- recent deployment of the deadly, 
port the world. The Tlingit, Nootka low frequency active sonar system 
and Haida tribes of North America and its complete disregard for the 
believe the killer whale is an animal lives of whales and other "monsters 
ancestral spirit that embodies of the sea." 
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still being treated with anti-depressant 
and anti-seizure medication. 

Previous sonar tests in the Bahamas 
in March 2000 were responsible for 
multiple whale beachings and deaths. 
Sixteen whales, representing four dif- 
ferent species beached themselves. 
Seven beaked whales died of hemor- 
rhaging around their inner ears, which 
is consistent with an intense acoustic 
or pressure event. A number of the 
species previously stranded in the Ba- 
hamas have virtually disappeared from 
the area. 

In May 1996, just days after the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization tested a 
LFAS system, 12 Cuvier beaked whales, 
a deep diving breed that is rarely 
stranded, washed up on the west coast 
of Greece. The stranding was notable 
because the animals were not stranded 
together, as is typical, but were beached 
throughout a 24- mile area. "Taking the 
past 16-year period into account, the 
probability of a 


US environmental laws. It is currently 
arguing that our major environmen- 
tal laws do not apply to the vast tract 
of oceans under US control. This move 
could allow military maneuvers, oil 
and gas pipelines, commercial fish- 
ing, ocean dumping and scores of 
other activities to escape public envi- 
ronmental review. 

Environmental groups are urging 
Congress to hold oversight hearings 
about the Navy's anti-submarine war- 
fare program, including the use of 
sonar devices. Permission for the use 
of LFAS in US coastal waters has been 
granted in all US coastal states — ex- 
cept California, where the Navy has 
reportedly given up due to strong re- 
sistance. Increasing resistance to the 
LFAS system and the Bush administra- 
tion is essential in preventing the im- 
minent deaths of whales and other 
marine life. The use of LFAS is certain 
to accelerate the extinction of threat- 
ened marine mammals. 

Drown Out the Noise with 
Your Own Voice 

Let's fight this deadly noise 
with our own calls for ac- 
tion. Please take the 
time to pressure 
Congress on this 
urgent matter 





n 





Police Planted Molotovs 

Italian police recently admit- 
ted to having planted two 
molotov cocktails at a school that 
housed anti-globalization protest- 
ers during the G-8 protests in 
Genoa last year. 

"I brought the molotov cocktail 
to the Diaz school. I obeyed the 
order of one of my superiors,'' a 
25-year-old unnamed officer told 
prosecutors investigating the han- 
dling of security at the summit. 

Using the "discovery" of 
molotov cocktails as justification 
for their invasion and brutality 
on the night of July 21, 2001, 
police stormed the school where 
protesters were sleeping. 

Ninety-three demonstrators 
were arrested . Sixty-three reported 
serious injuries, including being 
beaten unconscious by the po- 
lice. Protesters were also deprived 
of sleep, sexually harassed by the 
police and denied prompt medi- 
cal treatment 


II 


Paris Expressway Close 

In July, Paris Mayor Bertrand 
Delanoe closed the city’s busiest 
expressway and spent one million 
dollars converting the Seine River's 
right bank into a virtual beach for 
several days. The city imported 
flags, 80 palm trees and sand. It set 
up 300 deckchairs for the event, 
which Delanoe called the "Paris- 
Plage." Adding to the scene were 
legions of cops deployed on roller 
skates and dressed in navy blue 
track suits. 

"The right bank was appropri- 
ated for motor traffic in 1967 when 
Gaullists wanted to adapt the city 
to the car," recalled Jean- 
Christophe Choblet, the event's 
creator. Next year, he plans to 
extend Paris-Plage by incorporat- 
ing two swimming pools and link- 
ing the banks of the Seine with 
water-borne tableaux. 

Three million peop 
enjoy the car-free str 
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by Sprig 

"We are all women here. We are angry and grieved — that is 
why we have come together. We cannot rely on our husbands 
anymore for this fight, because they are not giving us the desired 
results. Moreover, these days you know that it is the women that 
take up most of the responsibilities. 

Me, I am a fisher woman. My only occupation is fishing. But 
nowadays, when I go to the riverine areas, there are 
no fish. Oil pollution and gas flaring 
have killed all the fish. The farmers 
who farm the land cannot get any- 
thing from their land anymore be- 
cause of environmental degradation. 
Oilspillageshavedestroyedtheirlands. 

As a result of all this, we are 
hungry. Our children are suffering. 

This gas they are flaring is causing so 
many of us to die prematurely. Three 
days ago, I lost my sister. She died 
from suffocation. She was just crying 
"My throat, my throat," and she died 
within SO minutes. 

They do not give our women employ- 
ment, we are jobless and have no money 
because our means of livelihood have 
been destroyed. We are hungry — that's 
why we came here. Gas flaring has de- 
stroyed our lives." 

— Elizabeth Ebido, Itsekiri protest leader 

On an American television, the camera pulls back its 
focus from a scene of parrots chattering in lush green 
surroundings. Our viewing experience of this tropical 
environment widens, as we gain an aerial scope. From up 
high, we are looking down on an island. The pattern of 
tropical vegetation now reveals the ominous symbol of the 
Shell oil corporation. 

This 30-second commercial of US televised greenwash 
is supposed to make us think that Shell is environmen- 
tally friendly. In fact, it holds a deeper, more insidious 
message reflected in the political reality of the oil-rich 
Niger Delta. Shell and ChevronTexaco have made a 
devastating imprint on this watershed and the indig- 
enous Urhobo, Itsekiri, Ijaw, Ogoni and Ilaje peoples 
who depend upon it. Against tremendous odds, these 
people have met multinational corporations with resis- 
tance for the past 35 years. Pipeline sabotage, protest 
and nonviolent hostage-taking are as common as com- 
pany oil spills. 

Nigeria is the world's sixth-largest oil exporter, account- 
ing for approximately one-twelfth of the oil imported by the 
US. Sales of crude oil account for more than 85 percent of the 
Nigerian government's revenue. Five companies tower over 
Nigeria — the British/Dutch Shell, the Italian AGIP, the French 
Elf-Aquitaine and US giants ChevronTexaco and Mobil. 
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Each operates in partnership with the Nigerian National 
Petroleum Company, a government-run corporation. 

These oil companies claim that their activities are con- 
ducted under the highest environmental standards and that 
the impact of oil on the environment of the delta is minimal. 
The late Ken Saro-Wiwa, former spokesperson for the Move- 
ment of the Survival of the Ogoni People until he was 
unjustly hanged in 1995, maintained 
that Ogoniland has been "com- 
pletely devastated by three decades 
of reckless oil exploitation." 

In 1956, the discovery of oil in 
the Niger Delta triggered a chain 
of events that led to the political 
and economic marginalization 
of its inhabitants. Rivers, for- 
ests, mangrove swamps, farm- 
land and fishing creeks have all 
>. experienced devastation. 

I Oil has been more of a curse 
n than a blessing for the people. 
| Nigerians once believed that 
\ corporate promises of eco- 
nomic prosperity would 
come true. Instead, they 
have been at the receiving 
end of horrendous govern- 
ment repression and brutality. In- 
digenous youth have been shot or wounded 
routinely during protests. Environmental Rights Action in 
Nigeria calls for a complete withdrawl of multinational oil 
companies for these reasons and more. 

This Summer, actions were organized by indigenous 
women working together for their survival. These actions 
were unique because they were carried out by women who 
were united in protest despite a history of long-term 
intertribal strife. Nigeria, like all of Africa, is comprised of 
a glorious patchwork of indigenous cultures. Nigerians 
represent more than 250 different ethnic groups, whose 
relations have been strained by more than a century of 
British rule. To add insult to injury, the economic disparity 
forged by oil corporations has increased the intertribal 
tension as they each vie for a small bit of prosperity. 

It is in this complex political climate that 3,000 Ijaw, 
Itsekiri and Ilaje women took everyone by surprise by 
working in unison to confront Shell and ChevronTexaco. 
Nigerian writer Blessyn Okpowo witnessed on August 8, 
"As early as five a.m., the quiet waterfronts in Warri came 
alive. Special boats and passenger vessels of various shapes 
and sizes began to arrive at the waterfronts. Each boat was 
full to capacity with women singing solemn songs in the 
various dialects. Their songs were sorrowful dirges lament- 
ing the pitiful conditions of the Niger Delta." 

They seized the Ogunnu operational headquarters of 
ChevronTexaco and Shell by nonviolently overpowering 
the security guards and entering before the shift change. 





They carried placards accusing the 
companies of polluting their envi- 
ronment, and they forced work to 
stop. Women and children barricaded 
the gates and set-up canopies. They 
brought food and bedding and were 
prepared to stay as long as needed. 
Ilaje leader B.I. Ugbasanin vowed, "All 
will not be well for the oil companies 
in our areas until they start treating 
us as human beings that deserve a 
good life.” 

Soon after, the women had a face- 
off with security agents, armed sol- 
diers and police. Scores of women 
were seriously injured as soldiers used 
wire whips and kicked them. Four 
soldiers and three policemen beat 
Alice Youwuren, a widow and mother 
of seven, unconscious. She was ad- 
mitted to a Shell clinic in Warri. Ac- 
cording to newspaper reports, another 
woman was shot dead after a soldier 
fired into the crowd to disperse the 
protesters. Shell and ChevronTexaco 
deny the reports of injuries and mur- 
der. They say the women were hired 
by the union to do a counter-protest 
and create negative publicity. 

They do corroborate that the re- 
maining women were teargassed and 
that the situation was quelled the fol- 
lowing day. 

From August 14-23, 100 Ilaje women 
took over a smaller Ewan oil platform. 
After nine days, ChevronTexaco decided 
to ignore this smaller group and wait 
them out. 

When the 
Ilaje women 
realized 
that they 
were not 


perceived as a threat to business as usual, 
they left on their own accord. 

These protests were the latest in a 
month of all-women demonstrations 
that began July 8 with a 10-day siege of 
ChevronTexaco's offices in Escravos 
near Warri (see EF!J August-September 
2002).The Itsekiri women, after taking 
over an offshore oil terminal, used a 
potent cultural shaming tactic: They 
threatened to remove their clothes. 
Public nudity, a local taboo, would 
have embarrassed the 1,000 oil work- 
ers on the terminals who regard these 
older women in high esteem. 

On July 16, Ijaw women took over 
four oil flow stations, 50 miles south- 
east of Escravos. These combined July 
actions cost ChevronTexaco three 
million dollars in lost revenue. Talks 
with ChevronTexaco ensued and 
both parties came to an agreement 
that temporarily satisfied the Ijaw 
women and Itsekiri women. How- 
ever, the communities near Escravos 
received no sign that the company 
would follow through. No hard cop- 
ies of the agreement were provided, 
nor did they sign any. This led them 
to commit to the actions last month. 

The public role of women in the 
Nigerian political arena has great po- 
tential. Their willingness to work to- 
gether is a powerful antidote if it can 
be sustained. Matters will only be- 
come more complicated as George 
Bush, Jr. wars with other oil nations. 

The US is looking 
into doubling its oil 
imports from Nige- 
ria in an effort to be 
less reliant on the 
Middle East. Nigeria's 
military government 
seems happy to further 
develop and destroy the 
region for short-term 
profit and greater politi- 
cal power on the interna- 
tional front. 

In solidarity with the 
people of Niger Delta, take 
on a Shell or Chevron 
Texaco near you. Contact: 
ChevronTexaco, 575 Market 
St, San Francisco, CA 94105; 
(415) 894-7700. 

For more information, con- 
tact Project Underground, (510) 
705-8981; www.moles.org. 


The mighty Niger Delta 


Peruvian Amazon Invaded 

A pipeline project is proposing 
to drill, process and ship oil from 
the Lower Urubamba region of 
the Peruvian Amazon beginning 
in December 2003. On land be- 
longing to the Nahua and other 
indigenous groups, 400 million 
cubic feet of gas and 20,000 bar- 
rels of liquid petroleum would 
be pumped each day and trans- 
ported through pipelines to pro- 
cessing plants. 

Pluspetrol Petroleum, the com- 
pany who would profit from the 
construction of the pipeline, has 
a sordid history of oil spills, toxic 
contamination and related sick- 
nesses in the communities sur- 
rounding its other operations. 

Environmental and indigenous 
advocates point to Pluspetrol ’s 
violations of internationally rec- 
ognized indigenous rights when 
it directly contacted groups liv- 
ing in voluntary isolation. In the 
1980s, 50 percent of the Nahua 
died from illnesses introduced by 
workers when Shell explored for 
oil in the area. 

Hopi Underwrite Pipeline 

On July 18, Hopi politicians of- 
fered to underwrite a 100-mil non- 
dollar pipeline from Lake Powell 
Reservoir to the Navajo Reserva- 
tion in Northern Arizona that 
would provide water for Peabody 
Coal. The pipeline could eventu- 
ally fuel a new power plant owned 
by the Hopi government. 

Currently, the Peabody Coal 
mine uses more than one billion 
gallons of groundwater a year for 
its slurry line that pumps coal to 
Laughlin, Nevada. Peabody's lease 
on Black Mesa expires in 2005, 
and the Hopi Tribal Council has 
said it will oppose Peabody's ap- 
plication for renewal until an al- 
ternate source of water is found. 

Traditional Hopi, Navajo and 
environmental groups oppose the 
continuation of the coal mine. 
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Are we willing to forgo 
the democratic process to 
protect our borders? 


by Jonathan Snapp-Cook 

In San Diego County, California, 
where the US meets Mexico, a huge 
border infrastructure project of fence 
construction is under way. The project 
is being built under the direction of the 
Immigration and Naturalization Ser- 
vice (INS) with the stated purpose of 
keeping drugs, terrorists and undocu- 
mented people from entering the US. 

Various agencies and organizations 
are angry about this project, citing en- 
vironmental, historical and humani- 
tarian concerns. The landscape that 
will be irreversibly altered contains 
extremely rare habitat, as well as im- 
portant Native American sites. In the 
park that spans across the border in San 
Diego, it is common to see families visit 
for hours with the fence in-between 
them. Without the proper papers to 
cross the border, this is often the only 
way they can spend time together. The 
new project will destroy even this. 

The INS has plans to fortify the 
existing border fence by constructing 
two additional parallel fences that 


will run 14 miles inland from the 
Pacific Ocean. Fifty-foot-tall poles 
with bright lights and cameras 
mounted every 200 to 300 feet will 
illuminate the all-weather road along 
the north section. As the fence project 
encounters rugged terrain, the tops of 
mesas will be bulldozed into the bot- 
toms of canyons rendering the Earth 
flat and barren. As a result, the wet- 
lands and estuary of the Tijuana River, 
which provide habitat and sustenance 
for migrating wildlife, are threatened 
with sedimentation from the bull- 
dozing. In the next few months, 
decisions will be made that will deter- 
mine the future of the project. 


The INS has always moved forward 
with this project as if those decisions 
had already been made. So far, that 
strategy has worked well for them; in 
fact, they've already completed almost 
half of the project even though the 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
has not yet been released. 

They were able to do this using Envi- 
ronmental Assessments, environmen- 
tal documents which require far less 
research and public input than an EIS. 
One argument they’ve used is that these 
areas are degraded, neglecting to men- 
tion that the land has been degraded 
due in large part to the activities of their 
own agents. 


’Frontline^ 

New Free and Critter Treesits 

On August 16, Santa Cruz EF! set up the Free and 
Critter treesits along Ramsey Creek to stop Redwood 
Empire Company from illegally cutting trees and de- 
stroying the surrounding ecosystem. 

"On August 14, 1 became aware of the possibility of a 
compromising Timber Harvest Plan (THP) being ap- 
proved for Ramsey Gulch. On August 15, I decided to 
take action against the illegal cutting of trees along 
Ramsey Creek," said Penelope, one of the treesitters. 

"On the morning of August 16, 1 heard the start-up of 
chainsaws and the catcalls of loggers." 

The cutting was in violation of the five-day waiting 
period after a THP is approved to allow for appeals to be 
filed. Logging has continued on the ridge and around 
the treesitters. 

Activists Resist Peak Timber Sale 

On August 19, more than 50 activists occupied the 
entrance to the Umpqua Bank in Roseburg, Oregon. A 
high-spirited gamelan ensemble played ancient rhythms 


at near-deafening levels, closing the main entrance of 
the bank for two hours. The protest targeted Umpqua 
Bank and its Chairman Allyn Ford for complicity in 
forest destruction (see EF!} August-September 2002). 

On the Rogue River National Forest, Roseburg Forest 
Products holds the Peak Timber Sale contract to log nearly 
four million board feet of native forest, which it obtained 
through the replacement volume program (RVP). 

Activists have organized opposition to RVP for years. 
The RVP is a lesser-known portion of the infamous 1995 
Salvage Rider that requires the US Forest Service to trade 
second-growth plantation sales that were canceled to 
protect nesting habitat for the marbled murrelet for 
mature and old-growth timber sales in northern spot- 
ted owl habitat. 

Since July, forest defenders have been occupying 
treesits to protect the Peak Timber Sale. 

Road to Borg Timber Sale Blockaded 

On August 30, Cascadia Forest Alliance activists erected 
two blockades on the roads that lead into the area of the 
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El Mundo Dividido 

By looking at the history of this 
piece of the border and the environ- 
ment in more detail, one is able to 
appreciate the region and also un- 
derstand why it is difficult to find 
lasting solutions. 

The highly productive coastal wet- 
land provides a refuge for several 
threatened and endangered species. 
The wetland is home to least Bell's 
vireos, western snowy plovers, light- 
footed clapper rails and the salt marsh 
bird's beak. The surrounding uplands 
provide habitat for many sensitive 
species, among those are the Baja Cali- 
fornia birdbush and the California 
gnatcatcher. The Tijuana estuary is 
also one of the few estuaries in Califor- 
nia that does not have a freeway or 
railroad running through it. 

In 1974, the estuary was declared a 
National Natural Landmark. In the 
1980s, it became one of the National 
Estuarine Research Reserves, a system 
of 26 reserves that exemplify the ma- 
jor coastal ecological regions of the 
US. Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, 
many millions of dollars were spent 
restoring the estuary and acquiring 
more land for preservation. San Diego 
County bought large amounts of land 
in the river valley for a regional park. 

This area became part of the region's 


Multiple Species Conservation Plan 
(MSCP). The idea behind the MSCP 
was that by protecting large areas of 
connecting habitat from development, 
the unique biological communities of 
the area would be 
preserved. In ex- 
change for protect- 
ing these lands, 
development 
would be allowed 
to occur in other 
parts of the county 
without engaging 
the Endangered 
Species Act. One 
fear was that even- 
tually the MSCP 
lands would be 
infringed upon 
and used for un- 
planned infra- 
structure needs, as 
the border fence 
project threatens 
to do now. 

In 1994, as part 
of the "War on 
Drugs,” the US 
government started its Operation 
Gatekeeper. The purpose of this op- 
eration was to stop both people and 
drugs from illegally crossing the bor- 
der. It consisted of more border 


patrols, more detection technology, 
such as lights and motion detectors, 
and 14 miles of heavy fencing. The 
fence was made of landing mats from 
the Persian Gulf War. It was nice they 
recycled, but the 
material made for 
an ugly and war- 
like barrier. After 
the fence was in- 
stalled, it was 
painted with slo- 
gans on the Mexi- 
can side: " Why?, " 
"Welcome to the 
New Berlin Wall” 
and “El Mundo 
Dividido.” 

The fence cut 
down on the envi- 
ronmental impact 
1 of illegal vehicle 
crossing. It re- 
s' duced the number 
g of crossers in its 
| immediate area. It 
also shifted people 
crossing the bor- 
der eastward into 
inhospitable terrain. Last year, more 
than 200 people died crossing the bor- 
der. Their names are painted on the 
Mexican side of the fence. 

continued on next page 



From the border highlands looking east 


frontline^ 


Borg Timber Sale in the Mount Hood National Forest. The 
blockades suspended people 100 feet above the logging 
roads. Both came down the same day. Law enforcement 
endangered the dangling protesters by repeatedly driving 
over the weighted cables that suspended them. Before the 
day's end, four people had been arrested. 

The Borg Timber Sale would clearcut 60 acres in the 
Oak Grove watershed, which is the drinking water 
source for 185,000 Oregon residents. 

Since July 4, treesitters have been defending the Solo 
Timber Sale, which is also in the Oak Grove watershed. 
Thomas Creek Lumber has purchased both of these 
timber sales. 

Trees Spiked in Two Timber Sales 

Several months ago, after the contract for the Pryor 
Timber Sale was awarded to Roseburg Forest Products/ 
Scott Timber Company, dozens of trees in Oregon's Salt 
Creek Watershed were spiked. The timber sale area 
encompasses 250 acres located along the Eugene to 
Pacific Crest Trail, Aubrey Mountain and a roadless 


area near Heckletooth Mountain in the Willamette 
National Forest. 

A communique, which was issued on August 9, was 
not released until logging was imminent. It said that 
non-metallic and metallic spikes were placed at a vari- 
ety of heights in the trees to elude metal detectors. All 
but one of the timber sale units is previously unhar- 
vested forest. 

On August 16, another communique was issued 
and claimed responsibility for the spiking of trees in 
the Gifford Pinchot National Forest. Hundreds of 
metallic and non-metallic spikes were placed in 
units 28 and 29 of the Kirk Timber Sale. Logging 
this 16-acre grove would also require rebuilding a 
road and bridge. 

"This action is not intended to put any timber 
workers at risk. Acts of resistance like this spiking are 
part of a larger worldwide struggle to defend land and 
communities against clearcuts, war and other acts of 
greed,” said the communique issued by the anonymous 
tree spikers. 
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Bamboozled at the Border continued 

continued from previous page 


Border on Steroids 

In 1996, legislation was passed that 
called for the construction of second 
and third fences along the border with 
roads in between. This legislation was 
unusual in that it stated how the project 
should be constructed rather than ever 
making the point of what the goal was. 
The INS made clear that it wopld push 
forward with this mandate no matter 
what. Opposition began to grow even 
before it was clear what the project 
would entail because activists predicted 
that it would have significant impacts. 

Environmental, cultural and other 
concerned parties began meeting with 
the INS on the issue of the multiple 
border fences in 1998. Community 
groups from both the US and Mexico 
became involved in the struggle and 
made it clear to the INS that they 
wanted to have input in the design 
and execution of the project. 

The INS, Army Corps of Engineers 
and the Border Patrol came to these 
meetings with no intention of having 
an open dialogue. At the meetings, com- 
munity leaders would voice their con- 
cerns, but the INS and Border Patrol 
would come to the next meeting with 


their plans unchanged. After attending 
many such meetings, the people began 
to get tired of this 
false dialogue. 

Then in 2000, at 
the request of the 
concerned parties, 
the federal media- 
tion and concilia- 
tion service came 
to San Diego and 
met with commu- 
nity organization s, 
as well as with the 
INS. The team at- 
tempted to con- 
vene a meeting 
with all parties, yet 
the INS refused to 
participate. 

At the same 
time, the INS was 
using the Environ- 
mental Assess- 
ments to begin 
working on the less 
contested sections of the fence as pilot 
projects. This sectioning of the project 
was a clear violation of the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) pro- 
cess. However, the 1996 legislation 


which called for second and third fences 
also set up waivers of federal laws such 
as NEPA and the ESA. The INS is testing 
the limits to see how far it can go before 
someone tries to stop the project. 

Then came Sep- 
tember 11, 2001. 
Renewed vigor 
was given to this 
border project. It 
is now seen as an 
issue of national 
security, even 
though there has 
been no record of 
terrorist activity 
along the US/ 
Mexico border. 
Before September 
11, the presidents 
of these two conn- 
's. tries were discuss- 
I ing ways to ease 
£ border tensions. 

o 

| What to Do? 

5 In January, the 
INS released the 
Draft Environ- 
mental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the 
entire 14-mile border fence project. 
There are three glaring deficiencies in 
the DEIS. First, it dismisses all of the 
alternatives that would lessen the effect 



Smuggler's Gulch: to he fdled with dirt? 


fronil'moj 

ALF Free Mink in Iowa 

In the early hours of August 18, the Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF) opened the cages of 1,200 mink trapped on a 
fur farm in Waverly, Iowa. The Misty Moonlight Mink 
Ranch is the sixth fur farm raided in Iowa. The action 
resulted in several thousand dollars worth of damage. 

Two sides of the perimeter fence were cut away, and the 
cages were broken open. The mink were released and given 
a chance at freedom. 

The ALF's communique stated that: "No cage was left 
unopened. [We] will continue until every animal con- 
finement operation and every slaughterhouse is burned 
to the ground. To echoing screams of the living and 
images of the dead, we raise our boltcutters for their 
f reedom — by any means." 

Golf Tournament Disrupted by the ALF 

At the Meadowbrook Golf Club in Long Island, New 
York, during the week-long Senior Professional Golf Asso- 
ciation (PGA) tournament, golfers arrived on July 31 to 
discover four putting greens and holes destroyed. Each of 


the holes targeted was scarred with three-foot-deep 
trenches, and the metal casings and flags were removed. 

Near the 1 8th hole, an 80-foot-long message had been 
dug into the grass proclaiming: "Frank Tasco, Pup-Killa 
Wuz Heal" Tasco is the Chief Executive Officer of Marsh 
& McLennan Company. 

The ALF Frank Pasco Commando division released a 
statement explaining the motives behind the action: "It 
all began when my company [Marsh & McLennan] pro- 
vided Huntingdon Life Sciences with insurance, causing 
the deaths of more than 180,000 animals each year, but 
my madness didn't stop there. I became insanely jealous 
that I, Frank Tasco, could not be on the senior PGA tour, 
so I took the liberty of destroying their little party. Ha-ha." 

Damages from the action included the well-maintained 
golf course, the PGA event and the club itself. 

ALF Hits Norwegian Fur Farm 

A communique issued by the Norwegian Animal Lib- 
eration Front (DFF) claimed responsibility for a raid on an 
agricultural school and research fur farm southeast of 
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on the environmental, cultural and ar- 
chaeological resources. The dismissed 
alternatives include a single reinforced 
fence and bridges over some of the 
canyons rather than the proposed cut 
and fill method. Second, only vague 
mitigations are provided for impacts to 
the sensitive habitats. Finally, the re- 
port ignores the impact that the con- 
struction will have on people in Mexico. 
The earth-moving of potentially con- 
taminated soils will produce dust that 
will affect the thousands of Mexicans 
that live nearby. The report states that 
no children live in the project area. This 
is absolutely untrue. 

The alternatives given by the INS also 
have the potential to create conflicts 
between the groups that are fighting the 
project. On the mesa nearest the coast, 
the alternative route for the fence allows 
the park to still be used for recreation 
and spares some of the Native American 
sites, but it creates more impact to wet- 
land areas and increases the footprint of 
the Border Patrol's activities. 

This project has long-ranging effects. 
If one takes a short-sighted look at the 
estuary, one only sees a small parcel of 
land to be altered. But the damage 
would affect many other systems near 
and far. The abundant nutrients pro- 
duced in this system travel long dis- 
tances with the migratory birds, fish 


and other marine animals that use the 
refuge. The completed fence would 
stand as a monument to the rest of the 
world revealing how little the US val- 
ues plant, animal and human life. 

What You 
Can Do 

• Call your US 
congressional rep- 
resentatives. Tell 
them this project 
wastes money and 
will undo funding 
that has gone into 
preserving the 
endangered wet- 
lands habitat. 

• Comment on 
the final EIS. The 
title will be "EIS for 
the Completion of 
the 14-mile Border 
Infrastructure Sys- 
tem — San Diego, 

California." 

It should be avail- 
able at www.swf. 
usace.army.mil/ 
ins/Pages/Publicreview.cfm in October. 
Comments can be sent to Charles 
McGregor, US Army Corps of Engineers, 
Fort Worth District, Attn: CESWF-PER- 
EE, POB 17300, Fort Worth, TX 76102. 


• Send letters to the California Coastal 
Commission urging it to vote against 
the triple border fence project. It is 
charged with protecting coastal re- 
sources and upholding the California 
Coastal Act. The 
vote will most 
likely take place at 
a hearing in early 
November. Com- 
ments should be 
sent before Octo- 
ber 18 to Mark 
Deleplaine, Cali- 
fornia Coastal 
Commission, 
Federal Consis- 
tency Supervisor, 
45 Freemont St, 
#2000, San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94105. 

Send copies of 
your letters to 
Southwest Wet- 
lands Interpretive 
Association, 708- 
A Seacoast Dr, 

Imperial Beach, 

Border fence heads out to sea ( j^ 91932 

For additional information, visit 
www.netconnection.com/ 
borderfence. 

Jonathan Snapp-Cook volunteers with 
the San Diego Independent Media Center. 



fron-tlme^ 

Oslo, on June 29. The farm is one of two research fur farms 
in Norway that is funded by the government. 

The DFF took videotapes, papers, address books, proto- 
cols and other research-related information. Computer 
hard drives were taken, and the computers were destroyed. 

The DFF poured red paint on equipment and throughout 
one of two main research buildings. Another building, 
which held no animals, was flooded, and the water pipes 
were smashed. 

Six foxes that had been used in behavioral experiments 
were released inside the farm to mix up the animals and 
ruin the experiment. 

"These experiments serve the fur trade and do its dirty 
work," the communique stated. The agricultural school 
and research fur farm breeds minks, ferrets and foxes in 
small metal cages. After being used in cruel experiments, 
they are killed by anal electrocution or gassing. 

Enviro-Pirates Storm Oil Tanker 

Environmental activists stormed a giant oil tanker at the 
northern entrance of Turkey's Bosphorus straits on July 4. 


Twelve Greenpeace activists sailing aboard their inflatable 
boat "Esperanza" stopped the oil tanker carrying 160,000 
tons of crude oil. 

The protest was part of a larger campaign against cl i mate 
change. The activists hung a banner, which read, "Stop Oil 
Go Solar,” and occupied different parts of the tanker. Two 
protesters dangled from chains fixed to the boat's hull. 

"Oil industry giants are continuing to ignore the local 
and global ecological threats to Bosphorus and the cli- 
mate,” said Greenpeace campaigner Melda Keskin. 

The pirates, who included environmental activists from 
Panama, France and Spain, were detained by the Turkish 
Coast Guard. 

ELF Strikes at Kentucky Wal-Mart 

On July 8, in protest against sprawling development 
surrounding Louisville, Kentucky, the Earth Liberation 
Front took credit for slashed tires, glued locks and smashed 
windows of a construction trailer in a Wal-Mart parking 
lot. "Stop Sprawl” and "Respect" were painted on the Wal- 
Mart building and on the trailer. 
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Plan Puebla Panama 


The InterAmerican Development Bank Paves Latin America 



by Brendan O'Neill 

The InterAmerican Development 
Bank (IDB) is literally paving the way 
for corporate globalization in Central 
America with the massive industrial 
development project called Plan Puebla 
Panama (PPP). PPP and 
its southern twin, the Re- 
gional Infrastructure 
Integration Initiative 
(IIRSA), threaten the so- 
cial and ecological integ- 
rity of Central America. 

PPP and IIRSA are 
"regional integration" 
projects that call for the 
construction of hydroelec- 
tric dams and high-impact 
roadways throughout in- 
digenous territories and 
intact rainforests, the 
dredging of deep water 
ports in fragile ocean eco- 
systems and the creation 
of sweatshop factories in 


industrial development zones. These 
projects, coordinated by the IDB, will be 
funded by development bank loans, 
private corporations and public institu- 
tions that are funded by taxpayers. 

PPP and IIRSA will lay the 
infrastructural foundation upon which 


Indigenous Mayangna-Sumu on the Rio Pis Pis in Nicaragua's Bosawas 
Rainforest. Schemes like Plan Puebla Panama will gobble up the natural 
environment while destroying indigenous cultures. 


"free trade” can be built and expanded 
over the geographical area encom- 
passed by the proposed Free Trade 
Area of the Americas (FTAA). The PPP 
covers Mexico through Central 
America, while IIRSA picks up in Co- 
lombia where the PPP leaves off, reach- 
ing into South America. 

Critics of the PPP ar- 
gue that, like the FTAA 
and the North Ameri- 
can Free Trade Agree- 
ment (NAFTA), it was 
created by a handful of 
regional political and 
corporate elites. The IDB 
has only held token 
"consultations" with 
hand-chosen organiza- 
tions in the region and 
has intentionally ex- 
cluded those who will 
be impacted most by 
the project. 

The Central American 
Free Trade Agreement 


froY&l'mcA 

Ecuadorian Protesters Take to the Streets 

On August 9, nearly 100 campesinos affected by the 
Oleoducto de Crudos Pesados (OCP) pipeline construction 
in Lago Agrio, Ecuador, took to the streets and marched 
to the mayor's office. They protested the violent and 
repressive involvement of the state armed forces during 
the construction of the pipeline. Later, at the state 
attorney's office, they demanded the immediate release 
of Juan Chasipanta Coquiiago, who has been impris- 
oned since July 16, when he was arrested with six other 
pipeline resisters. 

The OCP pipeline runs through the Ecuadorian Ama- 
zon, across the Andes to the Pacific port of Balao. It has 
already caused a great deal of environmental damage 
and has intensified the social conflicts between the anti- 
pipeline campesinos and the police who serve the mul- 
tinational corporations and the OCP. 

There has been a total of 26 people arrested in Lago 
Agrio who oppose the pipeline. Thirty-four people from 
the Mindo Nambillo cloud forest region have been 
arrested as well. 


Survivors Demand Justice in Bhopal 

On July 1 5, more than 300 Bhopal survivors and their 
supporters in Delhi demanded that Warren Anderson 
and other representatives of Dow Chemicals and its 
subsidiary, Union Carbide, be extradited to India and 
tried for culpable homicide. They also demanded that 
compensation money be distributed to those affected 
and that the Indian government hold Dow Chemicals 
liable for long-term rehabilitation of the survivors and 
the environment in Bhopal. 

Worldwide supporters have organized hunger strikes 
in solidarity with the Bhopal survivors. To date, 950 
people have participated. The hunger strikers have 
highlighted the role of the US government, which has 
delayed justice in Bhopal to protect the interests of US 
multinational corporations. 

In 1984, more than 40 tons of highly poisonous gas 
leaked out of Union Carbide's pesticide factory in 
Bhopal. Ninety-four percent of the Bhopal survivors, 
1 50,000 of whom are seriously and chronically ill, have 
received only $500 in compensation. 


Page 26 Earth First! Mabon 2002 




(CAFTA), modeled after NAFTA and 
the FTAA, is the most recent trade agree- 
ment to come out of the White House. 
On August 22, US Trade Representative 
Robert Zoellick delivered a letter to the 
US Congress requesting authorization 
to begin the negotiation of CAFTA. The 
Bush administration aims to begin for- 
mal negotiations of CAFTA in Decem- 
ber and to have it approved by Central 
American nations by December 2003. 
The stated strategy of the Bush admin- 
istration is tb establish CAFTA before 
the FTAA. Any advancement in CAFTA 
is a step toward passing the FTAA and 
furthering both the PPP and URSA agen- 
das, as it would open doors to multina- 
tional corporations for investment in 
the region. 

PPP: Development for Whom? 

PPP was originally proposed by 
Mexico's President Vicente Fox to link 
the region from Puebla, Mexico, all 
the way to Panama, with a north- 
south industrial transportation 
corridor (i.e. superhighway to 
move goods) running along the 
Pacific Coast. 

In addition, the PPP calls for the 
creation of key industrial devel- 
opment zones (i.e. sweatshops) 
throughout the region, as well as 
the dredging and privatization of 
deep water ports that would de- 
stroy critical habitat. 

A series of "dry canals" (super- 
highways and high speed rail- 
ways) running east-west across 
southern Mexico and Central 
America would connect the ports 
on both coasts with the indus- 
trial zones and the north-south 
corridor. The dry canals threaten 
to displace rural indigenous 
people and destroy the ecosys- 
tems of the region. 

Other PPP megaprojects in- 
clude the privatization and cre- 
ation of the regional energy grid, 
which would involve the con- 
struction of dozens of hydroelec- 
tric dams from Panama to Mexico 
to feed industrial development. 
Indigenous communities and 
ecosystems would be flooded. 

Privatization of basic services and 
natural resources would enable mas- 
sive oil, mineral, forestry and com- 
mercial agricultural development by 
multinational corporations. 


Resistance to the PPP 

Indigenous organizations such as the 
Organization of Indigenous Commu- 
nities of the Northern Zone of the 
Isthmus (UCIZONI) have adamantly 
rejected the Isthmus of Tehuantepec 
dry canal, declaring, "The isthmus is 
not for sale!” In fact, resistance to this 
dry canal by UCIZONI and other in- 
digenous organizations has been orga- 
nized since 1997 when the project was 
first announced — long before it was 
incorporated as one of many 
megaprojects of the PPP. 

From March 4-18, Action for Com- 
munity and Ecology in the Regions 
of Central America (ACERCA) led a 
delegation of North American activ- 
ists and grassroots organizers to 
Nicaragua's North Atlantic Autono- 
mous Region. Indigenous communi- 
ties living in the region are opposing 
a PPP project that would expand the 
Bilwi-Puerto-Cabezas into the larg- 
est port in the Caribbean. 


DELASA, a private US corpora- 
tion, is a major player behind this 
$150 million, three-part business 
plan that threatens to irrevocably 
alter the entire region. The com- 
pany intends to enlarge and pave a 


road from Managua to Bilwi, as well 
as to expand and dredge the Bilwi- 
Puerto-Cabezas. This would result 
in the displacement of many nearby 
communities. 

Indigenous resistance to these 
projects includes coordination be- 
tween ACERCA, the Mayangna-Sumu 
indigenous community organization 
(SUKAWALA) and the Nation of 
Mosquita Consejo de Ancianos. 

Unified opposition and alternatives 
to these corporate globalization 
projects create the possibility for the 
development of locally based, so- 
cially and ecologically just alterna- 
tives. While the anti-globalization 
movement has targeted the World 
Trade Organization, World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund, we 
must also target shameless regional 
banks like the IDB. Opposition to 
the FTAA has been strong, but we 
need to further unify our struggles in 
order to stop the PPP, URSA, CAFTA 
and the FTAA. 

With every proposal of the 
PPP, whether in the form of a 
hydroelectric dam or a dry ca- 
nal, the privatization of natural 
resources or the creation of 
sweatshops, there is solidarity, 
resistance and alternatives be- 
ing built from the bottom up. 
At a July forum against the PPP 
in Managua, Nicaragua, 
ACERCA dialogued with more 
than 1,000 activists from 
around the world about how to 
stop the PPP in its tracks. 

The final declaration of this 
event included a call to North- 
ern activists to participate in an 
international day of action on 
^ October 12, demonstrating our 
| absolute rejection of the PPP 
-S' and FTAA, in solidarity with 
| Mesoamerican resistance. 

| To get involved with the Net- 
g work in Opposition to the Plan 
g Puebla Panama and to organize 
b, for the day of action against 
53 the PPP, contact ACERCA, (802) 
863-0571; brendan@asej.org; 
www.acerca.org. 

Brendan O'Neill is the Central 
America and Colombia campaigner at 
Action for Community and Ecology in 
the Regions of Central America. He has 
participated in two of the three inter- 
national forums against the PPP. 



On the Zapatista Caravan in 2001, the indigenous rebels 
spoke out against PPP saying, "The isthmus is not for sale!" 
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A got-your-back wolf to Eric Steinberg, Darby Landy 
and Camilo Viveiros, the remaining Republican National 
Convention defendants whose trial date has been set for 
October 9. 

In August 2000, more than 400 people were arrested during 
the Republican National Convention in Philadelphia. A 
long, you-go-girl howl to the R2K Legal Collective and 
other supporters who worked tirelessly to resolve 40 felony 
and 370 misdemeanor cases without a single jail sentence. 

Known as the "Timoney 3," Eric, Darby and Camilo are 
charged with conspiracy and violations against former po- 
lice chief John 
Timoney, in- 
cluding a first 
degree felony 
assault charge 
against Camilo. 

The three activists have 
been on a nightmarish 
roller coaster ride through 
the legal system. Their lawyers 
attempted to reduce the charges, 
and initially, court proceedings seemed 
favorable when some charges were 
dropped in October 2000. In Decem- 
ber 2001, however, Camilo's charges 
were restored by the superior court of Penn- 
sylvania, and he is now facing the possibility 
of a long prison sentence. 

A healing, re-energizing, welcome back 
wolf to Andy Stepanian and Pitch, the 
animal and eco- warriors who recently finished 
their jail sentences and were released. A commendable 
howl for their strong stance in jail, where they continued to 
fight the system from inside. They serve as an inspiration to 
the movement with their unwavering dedication to the 
protection of the Earth and its creatures. And a grateful howl 
to all their supporters who worked to keep their spirits up. 

A hyper-homy, leg-humpin' poodle with funky green 
sperm to Ina Dobrinski and her colleagues at the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania who announced in August that they 
had successfully induced mice to produce sperm from other 
mammal species. 

Dobrinski grafted pinhead-sized samples of tissue from 
the testes of newborn mice, goats and pigs onto the backs of 
mice. As many as eight miniature testes developed, and in 
vitro fertilization revealed that sperm produced by the grafts 
were functional. 

Among other justifications, the study will likely be used 
for the oh-so-important task of preserving the pedigrees of 
prized livestock. Dobrinski's work also yielded the first func- 
tional sperm from immature reproductive tissue. In other 
words, sperm could be derived even from individuals that 
have not yet reached sexual maturity. 

An “I can't help it, it's the way 1 was raised" speciesist 
poodle to the 20-something-year-old white male from 
Tucson, Arizona, who was overheard bragging to his college 
friends about how he had killed 23 coyotes this Summer. 


A clone of that poodle goes out to all of the people in 
Arizona and other Western states who take full advantage of 
the fact that there are few laws restricting the killing of 
coyotes, cougars, foxes and other predators. This special 
brand of Arizonian is known for taking sport predator hunt- 
ing to the extreme, participating in contests where the person 
who kills the most animals wins a monetary prize. 

A poodle who pees in its own water and then claims it 
makes it taste better to the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) for allowing the Army Corps of Engineers to 
continue dumping toxic sludge in 
the Potomac River, saying that it's 
beneficial for the fish because it forces 
them to flee away from fishing areas 
to their upstream spawning grounds. 
The corps dumps 200,000 tons of sludge into 
the river every year in violation of the Clean 
Water Act and Endangered Species Act. 
The corps runs two water treatment 
facilities in Washington, DC, using 
chemicals such as aluminum sulfate 
to suspend solids in the water. The 
solids settle out as sludge, which is 
then discharged into the river. 

The discharges are conducted at 
night in order to escape public 
detection. The sludge contains 
chloramine, a compound highly 
toxic to fish, as well as an annual 
20 million tons of alum. An EPA 
analyst remarked that the sludge is 
"the most toxic discharge I have seen." 

The corps began the discharges in 1989 
under a permit issued by the EPA, but the 
permit expired in 1993. The EPA allowed the 
agency to continue dumping under the 
expired permit until a new permit was issued in March. 

A poodle rediscovering its wild side to the Sierra Club 
who released a report in August exposing hundreds of crimi- 
nal and civil violations committed by America's largest ani- 
mal factories. 

The report, released weeks after the second largest beef recall 
in history, documents convictions at more than 240 corporate 
animal factories across the US for cruelty, bribery, records 
destruction, fraud, worker endangerment and pollution. 

The Sierra Club says the "Rap Sheet on Animal Factories" 
represents the largest and most complete documentation of 
violations by large animal factories ever produced. 

Among the violations exposed in the report is a case in 
which a Cargill pork factory in Missouri violated the Clean 
Water Act by dumping hog waste into the 
Loutre River, killing 53,000 fish along a five- 
mile stretch of river. In another case, a 
Smithfield Foods factory in Virginia was 
fined $ 12.6 million for dumping slaugh- 
terhouse wastes into a tributary of the 
Chesapeake Bay. In Ohio, the Buckeye 
Egg Farm violated its clean water per- 
mit more than 800 times. 


Wolves and Poodles 
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Ecuador Prepares Ecuador se Prepara 
Against the FTAA Contra el ALCA 


There is presently an alarming threat to the most 
biologically diverse region in the world, the Amazo- 
nian region of the South American Andean countries. 
The articles that comprise this document tell of US 
government and multinational policies and activities 
to secure economic and political domination in South 
America. These varied policies and activities are more 
broadly part of efforts to establish a more effective 
continental control. 

Through mainstream media and even some inde- 
pendent sources, governments are waging a huge pub- 
lic relations campaign to 
discredit the growing net- 
work of Latin American 
unity movements and their 
more notable organizations 
and individuals. This is ap- 
parent with the discontent 
of the US government with 
President of Venezuela, 

Hugo Chavez and his 
Bolivarian Movement, which 
has cost him a "suspected” 

CIA orchestrated corporate 
military coup. Various in- 
digenous, campesino, social 
and guerrilla movements 
across Latin America fall 
prey to corporate media's 
demonization of their phi- 
losophies and agendas. Fur- 
ther, they have been used 
as pretexts to justify inhu- 
mane repression and the 
imposition of security con- 
trols that protect the inter- 
ests of the economic and 
political elite. However, the 
perserverence of these 
groups (as well as Chavez's 
reassumption as President 
three days after the coup and the continuance of his 
popular support) indicates that the impoverished ma- 
jority of Latin America is experiencing a liberation 
from a consciousness of defeatism. The possibility of 
retaking power from the traditional systems of control 
is reemerging in the popular consciousness. 

A war paramount to Vietnam is about to erupt in the 
Andes. The US government is supplying the weaponry, 
training and necessary backing to ensure that its inter- 
ests are secured, even if this entails a bloodbath. The 
people of these countries are given a cynical ultimatum: 
to accept virtual annexation and economic subordina- 
tion, or expect political, economic and military opposi- 
tion from the world's supercop. 


Presentemente ahi una amenaza alarmante a la region 
con la probablemente mayor biodiversidad en el mundo, 
las regiones Amazonicas de los paises Andinos. Los 
siguientes articulos hablan sobre las politicas extranjeras, 
actividades del gobierno Estadounidense, sus socios 
empresariales corporativos y los esfuerzos de ellos para 
asegurar la dominacion politica, economica y ultimamente 
territorial de toda America del Sur. Aunque estas politicas 
extranjeras y actividades parecen distintos y separados, 
realmente son ejemplos de un motivo principal mas 
profundo, el control permanente del continente. 

Los grandes medios de 
comunicacion, hasta algunas 
fuentes de informacion 
independientes estan 
trabajando una campana de 
relaciones publicas para 
descreditar las redes de 
unidad Latino Americana, sus 
organizaciones e individuos 
mas notables que carecen de 
poder. El descontento del 
gobierno Estadounidense con 
el Presidente Venezolano, 
Hugo Chavez y el movimiento 
Bolivariano de su gobierno, la 
propuesta de reformas sociales 
para toda Latina America le 
costo un golpe militar y 
empresarial, sospechado de ser 
orquestrado por la CIA. Su 
regreso despues de tres dias de 
reasumir la position como 
Presidente del pais es prueba 
que los Venezolanos, como 
la poblacion de America 
Latina, estan liberandose de 
una conciencia de derrotismo 
y retomando el poder de los 
sistemas tradicionales de con- 
trol. Los movimientos 
indigenas, campesinos, sociales yguerrilleros son victimas 
del objetivo de las grandes empresas de medios a demonizar 
las filosofias y agendas de dichos movimientos, y usarlas 
como pretextos para justificar su represion inhumana e 
imponer medidas de seguridad que protege los intereses 
de las elites politicas y economicas. 

Una guerra tan grande como la de Vietnam esta a punto 
de explotar en los paises Andinos. El gobierno de los 
Estados Unidos estan proporcionando las armas y el respaldo 
necesario para asegurar que sus intereses sean a segurados. 
La gente de estos paises son sometidos al ultimatum que 
acepten una anexion de su soberanidad economica, o 
esperar una oposicion politica, economica y militar del 
superpolicia del mundo. 
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"Our objective with FTAA. is to guarantee 
north American companies the control of a 
territory that goes from the Arctic Pole all the 
way to Antarctica, free access to the whole 
hemisphere without difficulties or obstacles for 
our products, services, technology and capital." 

— General Colin Powell, 
US Secretary of State 
In the first Summit of the Americas, 
hosted in Miami, Florida in December 
of 1994, the presidents of 34 member 
countries of the hemisphere proposed 
an agreement, based on a model of 
free trade similar to the North Ameri- 
can Free Trade Act (NAFTA) that would 
unite the economies of the Americas, 
and augment the social and political 
integrations between the countries. 

In the third Summit of the Americas, 
hosted in Quebec, Canada in April of 
2001, the presidents declared, "We in- 
struct our ministers to assure that the 
negotiations of the Free Trade Agreement 
of the Americas (FTAA) will be concluded 
no later than January of 2005, to find it's 
introduction in full strength as soon as 
possible, no later than December of 2005. 

The fourth Summit of the Americas 
will be in April of 2003, hosted in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. Previous to 
this, in October of 2002, the seventh 
reunion of Trade Ministers, will be 
hosted in Quito, Ecuador. 

Facilitating an expansion of NAFTA to 
the rest of the region, the FTAA contains 
the investor-state provisions of NAFTA, 
that confers to companies the right with- 
out precedence to bring their commer- 
cial interest before commercial law tribu- 
nals with the power to impose economic 
sanctions on member states. The FTAA 
also introduces the services agreement 
disciplines proposed in the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) and the General 
Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), 
with the mandate to liberalize global 
trade in services, including all public 
programs by gradually eliminating all 
governmental barriers that obstruct in- 
ternational competition in the services 
sector (health, education, social security, 
culture and environmental protection). 

With the combination of these two 
powers, plus the dispositions that 


incorporate competetive policies, gov- 
ernment procurement (the purchase 
of public sectors), market access and 
dispute settlement, the FTAA elimi- 
nates the ability of member states to 
create and maintain law, norms, and 
regulations that would protect the well- 
being of their populations and their 
natural environment. 

It's a Project that Aims to 
Control and Regulate 
Life! It's a New Form of 
Biopower; Nothing is Main- 
tained Out of its Reach. 

With the support of a tripartite com- 
mittee made up of the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB), The Organi- 
zation of American States (OAS) and 
the UN Economic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), 
nine working groups were established 
in the following area of negotiation: 

Services; investments; government 
procurement; market access; agriculture; 
intellectual property rights; subsidies, 
anti-dumping and countervailing duties; 
competion policy; dispute settlement. 

With help from the World Bank and 
the International Monetary Fund the 
majority of the member countries have 
already introduced measures to liberal- 
ize foreign investments and trade through 
"structural adjustment programs" (SAPS). 
That is to say they have abandoned 
their national industries in place of 
transnational corporate interest. They've 
utilized a good portion of their best agri- 
cultural lands to produce exportation 
agriculture with the end to serve the 
external debt. They've made cuts in pub- 
lic spending for social programs, health 
education and universal social security, 
while deregulating the sectors on en- 
ergy, electricity, and natural resources. 
In essence, they have removed barriers to 
foreign investments. 

What they Don't Say About 
the FTAA 

Commonly the key to the discourse 
is what they don't tell you. There are 
very strategic themes that stay out of 


the treatments of the FTAA. Topics 
that are of great social and economic 
importance for the communities, but 
that their governments have ignored: 
the external debt, financial fluctua- 
tions, human rights, environmental 
degradation, labor rights, immigration, 
sovereignty and the role of the state, 
ethnic and gender rights. 

The market homogenizes everything 
and annhilates the differences. When 
the official discourse talks of economic 
actors, it refers to on the one end the role 
of the state, to be criticized and 
reduced.On the other end are the actions 
of the grandiose private company, local 
and transnational . They offer us this false 
option of state-ism or privatization. It 
invisibilizes the role of the internal mar- 
ket and the economic contributions of 
the indigenous communities, campesinos 
and small businesses. 

In Ecuador, campesinos and indig- 
enous economies contribute 67 per- 
cent of the "family basket" — the do- 
mestic family goods. Small businesses 
employ 52 percent of the labor in the 
country. Still the policies of the FTAA 
reduce them to marginal economic 
actors. International trade, regional 
and global, represents only a third of 
the economy. Meanwhile the internal 
market represents the other two thirds. 
But the discourse of power is centered 
on exportation and competition, and 
forgets about the processes that come 
from below that have to do with the 
conditions of a dignified life for all the 
pueblos in Latin America. 

The FTAA corresponds to a strategy 
of a monopolistic concentration not 
only of wealth and natural resources, 
but of information and the decisions in 
the hands of local power groups and 
transnational corporations. It has to do 
with the integration of the dominant 
capitals, and the exclusion of the inte- 
gration of Latin American pueblos. 

The Agreement on Agricul- 
ture are Rules for Robbery 

The agrarian theme, whatever be 
the process of integration, needs to 
value and appreciate the role of the 
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production of the campesinos and in- 
digenous farmer — not only for their 
contribution to feeding the population, 
but also because of their diversified par- 
cels of agricultural lands that help sus- 
tain biodiversity and protect soil and 
other natural resources. Because of this 
the nation states should generate public 
policies favorable to the consolidation 
of these agricultural practices. 

Vandava Shiva, anti-globalization 
activist from India says, "The rules for 
global trade as they are written in the 
Agreement on Agriculture of the WTO, 
and in the Agreement on Trade Related 
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS), are 
fundamentally rules for robbery, cam- 
ouflaged in arithmetic and legalities. 
In this economic kidnapping, the cor- 
porations win, and people and the natu- 
ral environment lose." The economic 
globalization promoted by the WTO is 
a planned project for exclusion that 
absorbs the resources and knowledge 
of the people of the South to put them 
on the global market, displacing them 
from the systems that sustains their 
lives, their sustenance and way of life. 

The NAFTA rules on agriculture are 
conjunctions of rules for the liberaliza- 
tion of agricultural trade, pushed for- 
ward by the US government and their 
agro-industry multinational compa- 
nies. It imposes a system of unequal 
competition in the national agricul- 
tural sector, eliminating the viability of 
the small agro-producer incapable of 
competing with imported products that 
are less expensive. In consequence, 
millions of small agro-producers have 
been displaced from their lands, thus 
making NAFTA into the largest world 
program that contributes to the cre- 
ation of refugees. Meanwhile, NAFTA 
assures that global corporations con- 
trol the systems of agriculture. 

Nation states, pueblos and larger com- 
munities should forewarn their food 
security in a sovereign form or manner 
(with the autonomous capacity to make 
decisions for themselves). It has been 
proposed that the fight for food sover- 
eignty for the pueblos of the Americas is 
a way to eradicate hunger and malnu- 
trition, understood as a right of these 
communities to define their own poli- 
cies and strategies of sustainable pro- 
duction, distribution and consumption 
of food — respecting the different cul- 
tures, diversities and modes produc- 
tion and the environment. 


Incidences Over Water 

There are articles that are derived from 
NAFTA that are important to consider. 
Natural and artificial water, including 
arid land water are "goods" subject to 
NAFTA. When water is treated as a good, 
all the provisions of NAFTA that govern 
the trade in goods apply. At the founda- 
tion of the provision of "national treat- 
ment" that all transnationals expect to 
have, it states that water resources could 
be given to any company. If a national 
company receives permission to export 
water from their nation state, compa- 
nies from other countries would have 
the same right to access that country's 
water resources for commercial use. In 
the chapter on services of the WTO, it 
specifically prohibits the use of controls 
on exportations, and eliminates the 
quantitative restrictions on importations 
and exportations. Therefore quotas or 
prohibitions on exportations of water 
for environmental reasons would be 
considered protectionism and illegal. 

The services agreement is promoted 
as a conjunction of new authorities 
that regulate national regulations and 
gives enormous new powers to the 
transnational corporations in the ser- 
vices industry. Water has already been 
privatized in many countries with the 
help of the World Bank and the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund. The general 
experience is the rise in the cost of 
water beyond the point that poor and 
some middle class populations can af- 
ford; promises are not kept to improve 
infrastructure; the violation of collec- 
tive rights, such as no access to infor- 
mation on water quality; the govern- 
ments cannot assure that the private 
allocation of their water systems will 
not harm the natural environment; 
and the debilitation of the rights of the 
populations to water. In Ecuador and 
Bolivia, national water systems have 
already been given over to foreign 
companies and water for agricultural 
use is being delivered to campesinos 
and indigenous communities through 
pricing policies that constitute a real 
privatization, and seeks to displace 
these populations from their lands. 

Our Campaign 

We defend the right of the pueblos 
to dream and create a country and 
continent that is more just and guar- 
antees a dignified life for everyone. 

We are committed to reinforce the 


continental campaign: No to the FTAA! 
Another intergration is possible! 

We call to all social and productive 
sectors, pueblos, communities, indig- 
enous, patriotic militants, men and 
wymin in rural and urban areas that 
believe in a more just world, to create 
a great unity within our countries, to 
achieve not only the derailing of 
recolonization, but also to advance an 
integration that unites the efforts of 
our communities for a better destiny. 

We demand that all candidates, presi- 
dential and congressional, pronounce 
themselves opposed to the FTAA. 

On October 12, 2002, hosted in 
Cuenca, Ecuador will be the second 
Social Summit. 

We are committed begin a Minga 
(collective work) that will collect all 
the voices and create from bottom up, 
with the participation of everybody a 
proposition of a country and a conti- 
nent that we want. 

The first step should be to prepare our 
proposal and our fight so that this next 
October, in front of the seventh reunion 
of trade ministers, hosted in Quito, Ecua- 
dor we can respond firmly to the preten- 
tion of imposing a model of annexation 
and the legitimizing of a project of hun- 
ger and death in our communities. The 
mobilization will begin with la Caminata 
de los Pueblos Contra el ALCA (the Walk 
of the Communities against the FTAA). 
We will carry out a plebiscite — a direct 
popular vote on the issue- for the month 
of March, 2003 with the end to give all 
Latin Americans the opportunity to pro- 
nounce themselves against the FTAA. 

Yes to life 



Another 
America 
is possible 
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ALCApones y El Robo de America Latina 


“Nuestro objetivo con el ALCA es garantizar a 
las empresas norteamericanas el control de un 
territorio que va desde el polo artico hasta la 
Antdrtida, libre acceso sin ningun obstdculo o 
dificultad para nuestros productos, servicios, 
tecnologia y capital en todo el hemisferio. " 

— General Colin Powell, 
Secretario del Estado del los EEUU 
En la Primera Cumbre de las Americas, 
realizada en Miami, Florida, en 
Diciembre de 1994, los Presidentes de 
los 34 paises del hemisferio proponen 
un acuerdo que una la economia de las 
Americas, aumente la 
integracion social y politica 
entre los paises y se base en 
un modelo de libre comercio 
similar al TLCAN (NAFTA en 
ingles). 

En la Tercera Cumbre, 
realizada en Quebec, 

CanadS, en Abril del 2001, 
los Presidentes declaran: 
"Instruimos a nuestros 
ministros para asegurar que 
las negociaciones del 
Acuerdo ALCA sean 
concluidas, a mas tardar, en 
Enero del 2005, para buscar 
su entrada en vigor lo antes 
posible, maximo hasta 
Diciembre del 2005." La 
Cuarta Cumbre de las 
Americas sera en Abril del 
2003, en Buenos Aires, Ar- 
gentina. Pero en Octubre 
del 2002, se realizara en 
Quito, Ecuador, la Septima 
Reunion de Ministros. 

Siendo una expansion a 
toda la region del Tratado de 
Libre Comercio Para America 
del Norte (TLCAN), el ALCA 
contiene las disposiciones de 
"inversionista-estado" de ese tratado 
con lo que confiere a las empresas el 
derecho sin precedentes de reivindicar 
sus intereses comerciales mediante 
tribunales comerciales de caracter 
vinculante, imponiendo sanciones 
economicas a los estados. E introduce 
las disciplinas del Acuerdo de Servicios 
propuesto en la OMC, con el mandato 
de liberalizar el comercio mundial de 
servicios, incluso todos los programas 
publicos, y gradualmente eliminar 
todas las barreras gobernamentales 
contra la competencia internacional 


en el sector de servicios (sanidad, 
educacion, seguridad social, cultura, 
proteccion ambiental). 

La combination de estos dos poderes, 
ademas de las disposiciones que 
incorpora en politicas de competencia, 
compras del sector publico, acceso a 
mercados y solucion de controversias, 
el ALCA socavara la habilidad de todos 
los gobiernos para crear y mantener 
leyes, normas y reglamentos que 
protejan el bienestar de la poblacion. 


Es un proyecto que apunta 
al control y la regulacion 
de la vida: es una nueva 
forma de biopoder; nada 
queda fuera de su ambito. 

Con el apoyo de un comite tripartito 
integrado por el BID, la OEA y la CEPAL 
se establecieron nueve grupos a cargo 
de las siguientes areas de negotiation: 
servicios, inversiones, compras del sec- 
tor publico, acceso a mercados, 
agricultura, derechos de propiedad 
intelectual, subsidios, antidumping y 
derechos compensatorios, politica de 


competencia y solucion de 
controversias. 

Con ayuda del Banco Mundial y el 
Fondo Monetario Internacional la 
mayoria de los paises ya han ido 
introduciendo medidas para liberalizar 
las inversiones extranjeras y el comercio, 
a traves de los programas de ajuste 
estructural; es decir han ido 
abandonando la industria nacional para 
dar lugar a intereses empresariales 
transnacionales, han utilizado parte de 
sus mejores tierras agricolas 
para producir cultivos de 
exportation a fin de servir la 
deuda externa, han hecho 
recortes en el gasto publico en 
programas sociales, salud, 
educacion, seguridad social 
universales, han ido 
liberalizando los sectores de 
electricidad, energia y recursos 
naturales, han retirado barreras 
a las inversiones extranjeras. 

Lo Que No Se Dice 
del ALCA 

A menudo la clave de los 
discursos esta en los silencios. 
Hay varios temas estrategicos 
que se quedan fuera de los 
tratamientos del ALCA; 
topicos que son de gran 
importancia social y 
economica para los pueblos, 
pero que los gobiernos han 
ignorado: la deuda externa y 
los flujos financieros, derechos 
humanos, ambiente, trabajo, 
inmigracion, la soberania y el 
papel del Estado, derechos de 
etnia y de genero. 

El mercado homogeneiza todo y anula 
las diferencias. Cuando el discurso oficial 
habla de actores economicos, se refiere, 
de un lado, al papel del Estado, para 
criticarlo y reducirlo, y a la action de la 
gran empresa privada, local y 
transnacional. Nos meten en la falsa 
disyuntiva de estatismo o privatization. 
Se invisibiliza el papel del mercado intemo 
y el aporte de las comunidades indigenas, 
campesinas y de la microempresas. 

En Ecuador, las economias campesinas 
e indigenas aportan el 67 porciento de la 
canasta familiar; la microempresa 
emplea al 52 porciento de la mano de 
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obra ocupada. Y sin embargo, las politicas 
del ALCA las reducen a actores 
marginales. El comercio internacional, 
regional y global, representa apenas el 
un tercio de la economia, mientras el 
mercado interno abarca los dos tercios; 
empero el discurso del poder se centra 
en "exportar y competir" y se olvida de 
los procesos que vienen desde abajo y 
que tienen que ver con las condiciones 
de vida digna para los pueblos 
latinoamericanos. 

El ALCA responde a una estrategia de 
concentration monopolica no solo de la 
riqueza y los recursos naturales, sino 
tambien de la information y las decisiones 
en manos de grupos locales de poder y de 
las transnacionales. Se trata de una 
integration de los grandes capitales, a 
espaldas de la integration de los pueblos. 

El Acuerdo de Agriculture 
Son Reglas Pare el Robo 

En el tema agrario, para cualquier 
proceso de integration debe valorarse 
el rol de la pequena production de 
campesinos e indigenas tanto por su 
aporte a la alimentation de la poblacion, 
como porque sus parcelas diversificadas 
coadyuvan a sostener la biodiversidad, 
a proteger los suelos y los recursos natu- 
rales. Por ello los Estados deben generar 
politicas publicas favorables a la 
consolidation de estas agriculturas. 

Vandana Shiva, activista anti- 
globalizacion de India dice que " las 
reglas de comercio globales como estan 
consagradas en el Acuerdo de Agricultura 
de la OMC y en el Acuerdo sobre 
Derechos de Propiedad Intelectual 
Relacionados al Comercio (DPIRC) son 
fundamentalmente reglas para el robo, 
camufladas por la aritmetica y las 
legalidades. En este secuestro 
economico, las corporaciones ganan, la 
gente y la naturaleza pierden." La 
globalization economica promocionada 
en la OMC es un proyecto planificado 
de exclusion que absorbe los recursos y 
el conocimiento de los pueblos del Sur 
para ponerlos en el mercado global, 
despojandoles de los sistemas que 
sostienen su vida, su sustento y sus 
formas de vida. 

El acuerdo sobre agricultura es un 
conjunto de reglas para la liberalization 
del comercio agricola impulsado por los 
Estados Unidos y sus agro-empresas 
multinacionales. Impone un sistema de 
competencia desigual sobre el sector 
agricola national, socavando la viabilidad 


de los pequenos productores pues son 
incapaces de competir con productos 
importados que son mas baratos. En 
consecuencia, millones de pequenos 
productores estan siendo sacados de sus 
tierras, por lo que este acuerdo se ha 
constituido en el mas grande programa 
mundial de creation de refugiados, 
mientras asegura que las corporaciones 
globales controlen la agricultura. Lo mas 
importante es que los estados nacionales, 
pueblos y comunidades deben 
precautelar su seguridad alimentaria en 
forma soberana (con capacidad 
autonoma de tomar decisiones), por lo 
que se propone luchar por la soberania 
alimentaria de los pueblos de America, 
como una via para erradicar el hambre, la 
malnutrition, entendida como un 
derecho de los pueblos a definir sus 
propias politicas y estrategias sustentables 
de production, distribution y consumo 
de alimentos, respetando sus culturas, la 
diversidad de modos de production y el 
medio ambiente. 

Incidencias Sobre el Agua 

Hay articulos que se derivan del 
tratado para Norteamerica que es 
necesario considerar. El agua natural o 
artificial , incluyendo las aguas aireadas, 
son un bien sujeto al tratado cuando el 
agua es tratada como un bien, todas las 
provisiones del TLCAN que gobiernan 
el comercio de bienes se aplican. En 
base al "tratamiento national" que 
deben tener las transnacionales, la 
provision del agua puede ser dada a 
cualquier empresa; si una empresa 
national recibe en permiso para 
exportar agua, empresas de otros paises 
tendran el mismo derecho de acceso al 
uso comercial de esa agua. En el capitulo 
sobre servicios de la OMC 
especificamente se prohibe el uso de 
controles a la exportation y elimina las 
restricciones cuantitativas sobre las 
importaciones y exportaciones, asi que 
las cuotas o prohibiciones a la 
exportation de agua por razones 
ambientales sera protectionism e ilegal. 

El acuerdo sobre servicios se erige como 
un conjunto de nuevas autoridades que 
regulan sobre las regulaciones nacionales 
y da enormes poderes nuevos a las 
transnacionales de servicios. El agua ya 
ha sido privatizada con ayuda del FMI y 
del Banco Mundial en muchos paises y la 
experiencia general es que los precios 
suben y los pobres y tiertas capas medias 
no pueden acceder al agua: no se cumplen 


las promesas demejorarlainfraestructura, 
se violan los derechos colectivos, no hay 
acceso a information sobre la calidad del 
agua, los gobiemos no pueden asegurar 
que da el servicio del agua no dane el 
medioambiente, se debilita el derecho de 
la poblacion al agua. En el Ecuador la 
provision del agua de Guayaquil ya ha 
sido entregada a una empresa extranjera; 
y el agua de riego empieza a ser entregada 
a los campesinos e indigenas mediante 
una politica de precios que constituyen 
una real privatization que busca 
despojarles de sus tierras. 

Nuestra Campana 

Defendemos el derecho de los pueb- 
los para que suenen y construyan un 
pais y un continente mas justo que 
garantice una vida digna para toda la 
humanidad. 

Nos comprometemos a reforzar la 
campana continental: NO al ALCA, 
otra integration es posible. 

Llamamos a todos los sectores 
productivos, sociales, pueblos indigenas, 
militares patriotas, hombres y mujeres 
del campo y la ciudad que creen en un 
mundo justo, a construir una gran 
unidad en nuestros paises, para lograr 
no solo detener el intento de 
reconolonizacion, sino avanzar en una 
integration que una los esfuerzos de 
nuestros pueblos por un destino mejor. 

Realizaremos la Segunda Cumbre 
Social en Cuenca, Ecuador, el proximo 
12 de Octubre. 

Exigimos a todos lo candidatos, tanto 
presidenciales como al Congreso, a 
que se pronuncien frente al ALCA. 

Nos comprometemos a iniciar una 
Minga (trabajo collectivo) que recoja 
todas las voces y construya desde abajo, 
con la participation de todos y todas, 
la propuesta del pais y del continente 
que queremos. 

El primer paso sera preparar nuestra 
propuesta y nuestra lucha, para que en 
Octubre, ante la Septima Reunion de 
Ministros, a realizarse en Quito, Ecua- 
dor, podamos responder con firmeza a 
la pretension de imponernos un modelo 
de anexion y de legitimar un proyecto 
de hambre y muerte para nuestros pueb- 
los. La movilizacion se iniciara con una 
caminata de los pueblos en contra del 
ALCA. Tanbien realizaremos un 
plebiscito sobre el ALCA para el mes de 
Marzo del 2003, para dar oportunidad a 
que se pronuncien contra el ALCA todos 
y todas los Latinos Americanos. 
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-hon of Latin America 


The recolonization of Latin America is underway. The US 
Congress recently passed Fast Track (Trade Promotion 
Authority) by a mere three votes. The bill will effectively 
give corporations exclusive power over US trade policy. No 
democratic participation will be tolerated. With the pas- 
sage of this bill, the US is moving towards implementation 
of the FTAA by 2005. The FTAA is an investment agreement 
that will mean the annexation of the economies of Latin 
America by US corporations. 

Nevertheless, some obstacles to US domination remain. 
Cuba continues to chart an independent path, and this 
past April the people of Venezuela, decided not to just roll 
over and let their democratically elected government be 
overthrown by a US sponsored military coup. The FARC- 
EP (Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia- Pueblo's 
Army in English) struggle on in the jungles of Colombia, 
while the Social Bloc, made up of peasants, Indigenous 
people and Afro-Colombians, continues to pursue its own 
model of development and democratic policy. Similar 
movements thrive in nearby Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia. 
None of them intends to lie down and allow US corpora- 
tions to pillage their resources, exploit their labor, and 
destroy their environment. 

I So, what is the US government to do about this? It 
appears that at least in the Andes, the solution is clear: 
Militarization and intensified repression. The US govern- 
ment intends to beef up the repressive apparatus of the 
State through its new Andean Regional Initiative ( ARI) . ARI 
is a plan constructed by the Bush administration to milita- 
rize the region in order to crush its popularmovements and 
open its economies to the penetration of US-based multi- 
national corporations. But, what exactly are the policies 
that the ARI will help to enforce? 

Neoliberalism 

Neoliberalism is an economic model characterized by 
privatization of state industries, cuts ip social spending, 
opening of the economy to outside competition, and the 
introduction of cheap imports and policies to increase 
"labor flexibility. " U nder these policies, the Andean region 
has experienced growing poverty, inequality, and unem- 
ployment coupled with shrinking economic growth. 

Nonetheless, these policies have resulted in huge prof- 
its for a small domestic elite and international investors, 
chiefly from the US. Therefore, the principle goal of US 
foreign policy toward the Andean region will be to 
reinforce and expand these very policies. This is to be 
accomplished through renewal of the Andean Trade 
Preferences Act (ATPA), a multilateral trade agreement 
among the US, Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru, and 
Bolivia. ATPA is to be a stepping-stone to the eventual 
Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA). 

Since the introduction of these policies on a massive 
scale in the 1990's, patterns of land ownership in Colom- 
bia and Ecuador have changed significantly. Whereas 
before, land was previously owned primarily by wealthy 
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Colombians and Ecuadorians, now much of it is now being 
bought up by US corporations. ATPA will therefore prima- 
rily benefit corporations, like Dole Foods which has ex- 
ported much of it's cut-flower operations to Ecuador and 
Colombia, where it can take advantage of weak environ- 
mental protections and cheap labor. 

Plan Colombia 

These policies have naturally provoked resistance by 
the population in the countries impacted by them. To 
this, the US has had a ready response: enforce its policies 
through force under the auspices of Plan Colombia. Plan 
Colombia was the precursor to the ARI, described above. 
Under Plan Colombia, the US provided $1.3 billion in 
mostly military aid to Colombia between 2001 and 2002. 
This was a period of terrible repression for Colombia's 
social movements. In 2001 alone, state-backed paramili- 
tary death squads assassinated 169 workers, "disappeared" 
79, and threatened over 400 more. 

However, Colombia is not the only problem for US 
corporations in the region, so the US has expanded Plan 
Colombia into a regional plan that includes Venezuela, 
Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia and to a lesser extent Panama 
and Brazil. This new plan is the Andean Regional Initia- 
tive (ARI). 

The Andean Regional Initiative 

In 2003 under the ARI, the US will provide another $827 
million in primarily military aid to Colombia and its 
neighbors. The military portion of the ARI will be funded 
through Foreign Military Financing (FMF) and Interna- 
tional Military Educational Training (1MET.) Colombia 
will receive about half of these funds, of which sixty-one 
percent will be allocated to military and security forces. 

However, this only accounts for a portion of military aid 
to the regioq... Additional funds will go through Pentagon 
channels. Adding these funds to the ARI brings the total to 
$986 million. The portion going to Colombia is thus raised 
to $522.32 million, seventy-one percent of which goes to 
the Colombian military and security forces, which have 
the worst human rights record in the Western Hemisphere. 

Under ARI, up to 800 US military and private contractors 
may be in the region at any one time. This is more than 
double the number allowed in El Salvador in the 1980's, 
a period in which the US through its proxies, murdered 
80,000 peasants in a dirty war against the Salvadoran 
popular movements. Moreover, it is double the previous 
cap of 400 allowed under Plan Colombia. So why is 
Colombia so important? 

Oil 

This past February the US Ambassador to Colombia 
remarked, "After Mexico and Venezuela, Colombia is the 
most important oil country in the region. After what 
happened on Sept. 11, the traditional oil sources for the 
United States (the Middle East) are less secure; Colombia 



has great potential for exporting more oil to the United 
States." It might be added that Colombia is suspected to 
have the largest oil reserves in Latin America. 

Therefore, it should not have been a surprise that in- 
cluded in the Bush administration's F.M.F. request last 
February was $98 million for the protection of Occidental 
Petroleum's investment in the CaOo Limon oil pipeline. 
The money would go to helicopters, communications 
equipment, intelligence, and training by US Army Special 
Forces for a special battalion of Colombia's 18th Brigade to 
protect the pipeline. But, other changes were in store for 
Colombia this year. With the military portion of Plan 
Colombia in place by January 2002, it was time for a shift 
in strategy. The on-again-off-again peace talks between the 
Colombian government and the FARC-EP guerrillas were 
no longer useful, and so were terminated and a new more 
overt offensive began. 

On February 20, former Colombian President Andres 
Pastrana called off negotiations, and within hours the 
bombing and invasion of the guerrilla-controlled areas 
had begun. Three months later, the US-backed candidate, 
Alvaro Uribe Velez, won the Colombian Presidential elec- 
tion. Uribe plans to carry out the Pastrana administration's 
plan to create legal, officially endorsed paramilitaries na- 
tionwide along the lines of CONVIVIR, an official para- 
military created by Uribe in Medellin when he was the 
Governor of the department. He is also maneuvering to 
bring the illegal paramilitaries into the negotiations, thereby 
undermining the social movements, which have argued 
for broad civil society participation in the peace process. 
Uribe is widely thought to be a front for the AUC, the chief 
paramilitary organization in Colombia. The AUC was 
recently added to the US list of terrorist groups for its 
indiscriminate massacres of towns and villages in the 
Colombian countryside. 

Suffice to say, the short-term prospects for Colombia, 
Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia look grim, but now 
is the time to begin to turn the tide. What can citizens of 
the US do to lessen the violence, expand democratic rights, 
further economic equality, and protect some of the most 
biodiverse areas on the planet? Support the resistance! 
There are many ways North Americans can help support 
the social, political, and environmental movements in 
Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, and Venezuela. Most 
importantly, work to change US foreign policy; the prob- 
lem is not in Colombia, it is right here in the US. Many 
groups have formed across the country to oppose Plan 
Colombia and the ARI; most are autonomous local groups; 
others are connected with national groups like the Colom- 
bia Support Network. You can start a group in your local 
community to sponsor speakers or films; start a sister cities 
program; make connections with activists in the Andean 
region; send a delegate to Colombia with Witness for 
Peace; or do protective accompaniment of Colombian 
activists with Peace Brigades International. Do something, 
because we must stop the war machine that is killing us and 
destroying our planet, or future generations will not even 
have the option of creating a better world. 

Recommended resources: NACLA, Colombia Bulletin; 
www.ran.org, www.zmag.org/crisescurevts/colombia/ 
map_colombia.gif, www.csn.org, www.colombiareport.org. 


Hemispheric Social 
Alliance Against 

FT A A 

October 27-November 1 


1||| 
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Quito, Ecuador 

States leaders of the Americas are coming 
together to negotiate the implementation 
of the FTAA. But people in Ecuador have 
other ideas! Thousands of small farmers, 
indigenous people, trade unionists, students 
and other groups are mobilizing to sur- 
round the summit, reject the ETA A and stop 
the negotiations. 

We are working to link up grassroots 
groups in the US with groups in Ecuador, 
local and provincial campesino organiza- 
tions for the mobilization in October and 
to build a foundation for future coordi- 
nated action. 

For more information, contact 
grito@andinanet.net; ssc-cnc@campesinos~ 
fmlgt.org.ee; dosomething@eudoramail.com; 
www.asc-hsa.org. 


■Ill 

Hills 


JORNADAS DE 


Resistencia Contra el 


ALCA 




J 
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Del 27 de Octubre al 1 de 
Noviemfore Quito, Ecuador 
1 as jornadas tendr&n lugar coincidentemente 
con la reunion de los Ministros de t omereio de 
34 parses de America para continuar avanzando 
las negociaciones de la llamada Area de Libre 
Comerciode las Americas (ALCA). Estas jornadas 
"de lucha y resistencia" serein tambiSn "jornadas 
de educacion popular, de reflexion, de analisis, 
de manifestaciones culturales y artisticas que 
representan ia riqueza multicultural y 
multisectorial de nuestras luchas", sostiene la 
convocatoria. 

Para mas informacion, visite www.asc-hsa.org. 
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La Situacion Politica en Bolivia 



Ni el nuevo gobierno, ni la nueva oposicion, ni los 
columnistas de prensa estan de acuerdo con esa vision de 
"pais maravilla" transmitida por el presidente saliente (y 
propagandizada en una campana televisiva millionaria). 
La crisis economico-financiera es evidente. Las empresas 
constructoras amenazan con no mantener mas carreteras 
porque el gobierno no les paga (no tiene con que). Las 
exportaciones e inversiones siguen cayendo. La ultima 
decision de Quiroga (el presidente saliente) fue elevar el 
precio de seis combustibles (incluyendo el jet-fuel, que 
llega a ser el mas caro de Sudamerica). A todos los 
municipios del pais se les va a recortar entre el 25 y el 30 
porciento de los recursos de coparticipacion (porque no 
hay los recursos 
previstos). Por lo demas 
la pobre votacion por el 
partido del presidente 
parece confirmar que la 
valoracion de la sociedad 
en su conjunto es 
contraria a la que hace el 
equipo politico saliente, 
para que funcione la 
gobernabilidad. 

A los tradicionales 
problemas 
estructurales que 
padece el estado 
Boliviano se ha sumado 
de manera decisiva la 
entrega de nuestros 
recursos naturales a las 
transnacionales del 
petroleo, de la 
electricidad, de las 
telecomunicaciones y 
del transporte. Todo 
esto, sumado a los 
estragos que ya venia 
causando la "libre 
importacion" 
decretada en 1985 dado 
como resultado el empobrecimiento masivo de 
amplios sectores de la sociedad, por el fin de la 
produccion y empleo local. Tal empobrecimiento 
redunda en la escasez de circulante, en la disminucion 
de la capacidad adquisitiva y por tanto de las 
recaudaciones impositivas, y finalmente en el peligro 
de colapso productivo y financiero. Todo esto sin 
contar con la crisis de los paises vecinos. Las 
consecuencias sociales de lo dicho tienen alarmados 
incluso a aquellos sectores que no han sufrido dicho 
empobrecimiento: el incremento desmedido de la 
violencia delincuencial y juvenil, la inseguridad 
ciudadana etc. El nuevo gobierno esta encabezado 
por el MNR del presidente Gonzalo Sanchez de 
Lozada, precisamente el partido que reivindica la 


"privatizacion" y no piensa modificarla sino corregir 
sus "puntos debiles" y probablemente darle 
continuidad con la entrega barata del gas, ya 
transnacionalizado, a los Estados Unidos y Chile. 

La subordinacion del estado Boliviano, a los 
intereses transnacionales fue decisivo, asi las 
declaraciones que emitio el embajador del gobierno 
de los Estados Unidos en Bolivia, cuatro dias antes de 
la eleccion indirecta y no popular, dados como un 
ultimatun a los parlamentarios, la orden de no votar 
por el candidato anti-capitalista, Evo Morales, ya que 
si este es electo, dicho gobierno retiraria la ayuda 
financera suministrada, provocando la devacle y 

quiebra economica del 
pais. Evo Morales, tercio 
por el Movimiento A1 
Socialismo (MAS), pre- 
side el sindicato 
naional de productores 
cocaleros, dentro de 
su plataforma politica 
ha propuesto la 
eliminacion de los 
p r o g r a m a s 
estadounidenses de 
eradicacion de cultivos 
de coca, revison del 
sistema economico y el 
abandono de politicas 
neoliberales, 
globalizadoras e 
inhumanas. 

Es mas de lo mismo, 
dicen numerosos 
analistas. Los hombres 
fuertes del gobierno son 
los allegados directos del 
Presidente e intentaran 
junto con el llevar 
adelante la continuidad 
del modelo, pero ya sin 
nada nuevo que 
proponer, sin recursos economicos, con un gobierno 
debilitado internamente, con una oposicion dura, y sin 
apoyo social. De hecho el gobierno ha empezado a pedir una 
tregua social, al mismo tiempo (presionado por los dictados 
de la politica norteamericana) esta intentando arremeter 
contra los productores de coca en el Chapare y en los Yuga, 
donde la poblacion indigena y la producion de coca se 
vinculan politicamente en el MAS, el resultado ha sido 
nuevos enfrentamientos entre policias y colonizadores, con 
un buen numero de heridos. 

El nuevo gobierno no es un gobierno nuevo (y aunque lo 
fuera) no ofrece ninguna capacidad para revertir las causas 
de la crisis. Se puede prever que sera un gobierno impopular, 
encima debil internamente, y que aunque llegue a cumplir 
su periodo de cinco anos lo hara a contrapelo del pais. 
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by Rooters News Service 

Unwilling to wait for their eventual 
indictments, the 10,000 remaining 
CEOs of US companies made a break 
for it this Summer. They headed for 
the Mexican border, plundering towns 
and villages along the way and writ- 
ing the entire rampage off as a market- 
ing expense. 

"They came into my home, made 
me pay for my own TV, then double- 
booked the revenues. Right in front 
of my daughters," said Rachel 
Sanchez of Las Cruces, just north of 
El Paso. 

Calling themselves the CEOnistas, 
the chief executives were first spotted 
a few weeks ago along the Rio Grande 
River near Quemado, where they 
bought each of the town's 320 resi- 
dents by borrowing against pension 
fund gains. 


You'll Never Audit Me Alive 

The pursuers said they have had some 
success, however, by preying on a com- 
mon executive weakness. "Last night 
we caught about 24 of them by disguis- 
ing one of our female officers as a 
CNBC anchor," said US Border Patrol 
Spokesperson Janet Lewis. "It was like 
moths to a flame." 

Also, teams of agents have been us- 
ing high-powered listening devices 
to scan the plains for telltale sounds 
of the CEOnistas. "Most 
of the time we just 
hear leaves rus- 
tling or cattle 
flicking their tails, 
but occasionally, 
we'll pick up 
someone saying, 

'I was totally out 
of the loop on 
that,"' said Lewis. 


Zaragosa border crossing off High- 
way 375. 

"She would have gotten away, but 
she was stopping motorists to ask for 
marzipan and food coloring so that 
she could make edible snowman 
place settings, using the cut pieces of 
wire for the arms," said Border Patrol 
Officer Jennette Cushing. 

/ While some stragglers are 

( believed to have successfully 


Band of Roving Chief 
Executives Spotted Near 
Mexican Border 


The CEOnistas have arbitrarily in- 
flated Quemado's population to 960, 
and they declared a 200 percent profit 
for the second fiscal quarter. 

In August, the outlaws bought the 
city of Waco, transferred its under- 
performing areas to a private partner- 
ship and sent a bill to California for 
more than four billion dollars. Law 
enforcement officials and a posse of 
disgruntled shareholders were notice- 
ably frustrated. 

"First of all, they're very hard to find 
because they always stand behind their 
numbers, and the numbers keep shift- 
ing," said posse spokesman Dean 
Levitt. "And every time we yell 'Stop 
in the name of the shareholders,' they 
refer us to investor relations. I've been 
on the phone all damn morning." 


Among former 
and current CEOs 
apprehended with 
this method were 
Computer Associ- 
ates' Sanjay Kumar, 

WorldCom's Bernard 
Ebbers, Adelphia'sjohn Rigas, Enron's 
Ken Lay, Joseph Nacchio of Qwest 
and Joseph Berardino of Arthur 
Andersen. ImCIone Systems' Sam 
Waksal and Dennis Kozlowski of Tyco 
were not allowed to join the 
CEOnistas because they had already 
been indicted. 

So far, about 50 chief executives 
have been captured, including 
Martha Stewart, who was detained 
south of El Paso where she had cut 
through a barbed-wire fence at the 



crossed into Mexico, Cushing said 
the bulk of the CEOnistas had holed 
themselves up at the Alamo. "No, 
not the fort, the car rental place at 
the airport," she said. "They're rotat- 
ing all the tires on the minivans 
and accounting for each change as 
a sale." 

Rooters News Service provides an alter- 
native to corporate-driven news agencies. 
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Armed With Visions 


erous 


REMEDY 


‘Jerry called to me. He needed a sitter, 
and 1 needed a tree.” 


The gray lichen on an ancient tree 
in the forest at F reshwatcr Creek 
gave it the name of Jerry G. 

Remedy sits in a redwood cloud, 
listening to endless birdsong 
instead of “Ripple” and “Box of Rain.” 
She dreams of hot food and a shower 
before waking to her hundredth day, 
but she’s ready for hundreds more. 

She prays when the copters come, 
“Great Gaia, wc need a revolution." 

She reads Howard Zinn and hobbit tales 
(look out Hurwitz, the Ents are coming) 
and her hero. Derrick Jensen. 

■ (“He called me. Derrick Jensen called me!”) 
When it’s cold she huddles in her bag, 
when it’s warm she climbs and sings. 
She can see the ocean on dear days, 

■ >ul smokestacks of Eureka. 

uls and gobltns of the FBI, 
s who framed Bari and Peltier, 
ig somewhere down below, 
i 'em. Remedy sings in heaven. 


HORIZON 


Circled by a circle, 
shining across broken night, 
moon on the rise. 


Even fir peaked arrows 
point in gratitude — 
They shout, Look! 
this moon, 
this moment. 


—Craig Oare 

m one of Remedy’s many friends. This 
is based on her letters.) 


•Mac Lojowski 
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HISTORY 101 


Some say deep ecology is seditious, 
and on this 1 must relent, 

Let me tell you all some tales, but we pledged to put the Earth 

as you gather round the fire, ahead, 

about the days of bio-centrism, not second, fifth or tenth, 

before this humanist quag-mire. 

You can dis my warnings if you like, 



I know history can sound boring, 
but good changes never last, 
unless we face the future 
empowered by our past. 

This isn't about Foreman, 
or Cherney and how he sings, 
or brave Peg and Judi Bari, 
or Lone Wolf Circ-l-ing. 

We all came from far and wide to join 
in sweet and tender moments, 
scheming how to save the Earth — 
we were her warrior poets! 

We were anarcho-punks and pagans, 
next to pro-fess-ors and witches, 
making woo-woo under full moon light, 
then blockading the sons of bitches. 

We risked imprisonment and violence 
for something more important than our 
selves 

and danced at night the T ribal Jam 
like Gaia’s little elves. 

Though we oft were drunk at RRR, 
we never drove to bars for shots, 
it’s sad to see ecoactivists camped 
in ren-de-vous parking lots. 

The FBI were close at hand, 
but none were more sus-pect, 
than the squeaky-clean white-lighters 
and the po-lit-i-cally correct. 

Now the movement’s seen to change 
at least since post-Seattle, 
but there was a time when wild-er-ness 
remained our chosen battle. 

We realize Jamal was framed, 
and I wish Peltier were free, 
but what about the endangered wolf 
and the fast polluted sea? 

I wonder how well meaning groups 
can stay true to their cause, 
when what seems to matter most these day: 
is the rush of breaking laws. 


saying I’m just some freakin’ bard.... 
You know.... 

I never guessed by putting Earth 
first — 

I’d be classified “Old Guard.” 

— Nostalgia Truth 

All rights reserved to the 
authors 

Send poems to Warrior Poets 
Society 
PO.Box 14501 
Berkeley, CA 94712-5501 



WHAT WE CAN DO 


We can stop killing the Earth if we 
listen. 

We can heed the scolding finches 
when we take shovels to the thistles 
in our backyards. 

We can visit vacant lots; 
ask the burdock, the teasel, the wild 
carrot 

what on Earth we should do. 

We can tune in to bats 
keeping up their contracts 
with the insects of the night. 

— Eleanor Brown Steele 

08 - 09-02 


Never heard hunting, 
the Ocelot approaches. 

Never seen approaching, 
the Eagle soars. 

My talons of sharpest obsidian, 

I am the Eagle. 

My paws strike mighty blows, 

I am the Ocelotl. 

I am the Mexica Warrior, 

I fight to preserve my tribe, 
so my Spirit may be soothed. 
Mental, Physical, and Spiritual 
Warfare 

Against the destruction of Coatticue 
(Mother Earth) 

— Ce Tepehpechtli 
Amiqui Ocelotl 
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Dear Scat for Brains 


Hi, 


continued from page 3 


Nice and cool here now in 
the predawn. 

1 just finished reading a 
novel, Hunting Badger, by 
Tony Hillerman. Earth First! 
(and others) are prominently 
mentioned several times, de- 
scribed as "terrorist groups" 
with robbery and murder be- 
ing means employed by them 
to acquire funds for carrying 
out actions. I believe there 
are good grounds for a libel or 
slander lawsuit there. I'm 
sorry I didn't note page num- 
bers, but it's worth a look. 

Keep on keeping on, 

— Tommy Walen 

Dear SFB, 

Congrats to you all. I con- 
fess tho, that I’m picky about 
words. I mistrust words like 
"complete," "total," "never" 
and even the definite pronoun 
"the" ( the revolution, the en- 
emy, the solution). And I also 
think that if the human race is 
still here in year 2102 there 
will be billions of little com- 
promises as folks learn to talk 
and not shoot. 

Love to you all, 

— Pete Seeger 

Dear SFB, 

1 finally gave in to the po- 
litical process by supporting 
the Green Party here. For years 
1 have held the belief that it 
wasn't my place to participate 
in the "system" at all. 

I was angry and disillu- 
sioned. I wanted to live with 
nature so I built a shelter on a 
dusty mesa and continued to 
learn self reliance. Butrecently 
I have felt scared about what 
could happen. 

I was in an anarchist collec- 
tive for a short time and be- 
lieve government is obsolete 
and inefficient and must 
evolve through peace. Even- 
tually we will not need gov- 
ernment. There will be no 
need for military or police or 
jails. The only borders that 


will exist are natural ones. I 
feel sad that I will not see 
total peace in the world be- 
fore I die. 

To sum up my point, 1 feel 
we need to take back this de- 
mocracy and government 
even if you don't believe in 
them. Or else it will be busi- 
ness as usual. We can evolve 
government and dissipate it 
eventually. I feel a choice for 
activists is supporting and 
voting for the Green Party. 
We need to take back this 
country or they will do what 
they want without our con- 
sent and despite us. 

We need to use every 
means necessary to change 
this mess and to participate 
in the system, not outside it. 
Let's take back the common 



space, the land, water, air, 
seeds and genes, education, 
health care, currency; 
economy, transportation, 
law, media, military, police. 
We must restore community 
self reliance. Unite globally 
and oppose global economy. 
Maybe I am wrong, and this 


compromise will not 
work even if we have a 
majority. Some say the 
Green Party has sold 
out and is rigged 
against us. I know 
what I have heard 
about the Greens, 
and they are for 
the environment. 

They sound better 
than the alternative. 

We must try to take back 
our lives and happiness for 
the benefit of all things. 

Love you guys, 

— Rich Green 

Dear SFB, 

Please let your readers know 
that they can have their 
names removed from junk 
mail and telemarketing lists 
by calling (800) 889-994 1 . It's 
important we send a message 
to these people to quit invad- 
ing our privacy and wasting 
the planet's resources. Also 
call your Representatives and 
Senators and let them know 
you support the national "do 
not call" list that they are 
considering. It's time we 
stopped the cutting of trees 
to mail pizza coupons. 

— Jim Sayre 

Editors ' note: The phone num- 
ber can only remove a person's 
name from one company's list. 
Since there are hundreds of com- 
panies that send out junk mail 
and conduct telemarketing, you 
will still receive unwanted calls 
and/or mail. 

Dear S(omeday) F(ind) a 
B(elief-system), 

In his statement of resigna- 
tion as the Earth Liberation 
Front (ELF) press officer, Leslie 
James Pickering said: "I have 
found that a lot of the ideo- 
logical basis for nonviolence 
in the US is fundamentally 
nationalist. Why is it that 
when it comes to clearly vio- 
lent struggles outside the US, 
like the Zapatistas, the ma- 
jority of liberals are quick 
to lend their ideological 



support, while those same lib- 
erals adamantly condemn 
the actions of the ELF and 
Animal Liberation Front 
here within the borders 
of such a powerful and op- 
pressive government?... they 
have been brainwashed by the 
system... somehow revolu- 
tionary change can be 
magically achieved through 
reformist activity. 

"Often it seems that blind 
adherence to nonviolence is 
based on a reactionary denial 
of the level of resistance that 
it'll take to bring about 
change... a fairyland where 
liberation can be achieved 
through personal change. I 
consider this a kind of psy- 
chological illness common 
among liberal North Ameri- 
cans... and a crime." 

So, people think that the 
air or water is cleaner here — 
when they know that this is 
because we pollute other 
countries so it can be clean 
here — a gargantuan kind of 
NIMBY-ism — otherwise 
called Enviro-nationalism. 
For a superpower not to care 
about its role or its impact on 
others is National Chauvin- 
ism bordering on fascism. 
And even the progressive 
movement in the US is guilty 
of this. 

Most activists in the US 
don't understand that the US 
has to change totally or it 
goes down in one cataclys- 
mic spiral of chaos. Light rail, 
fuel cells, recycling and elec- 
tric cars might be nice things 
to build and give away to 
poor countries in an effort 
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to buy their friendship — but could change the face of his- is a scandal in and of itself. because they're so skinny, 
they are not for the US. The tory and the face of the land- It is a scandal that will not be and he stopped talking. 

US has to start walking, bi- scape in the West. registered in history books, but I'm not sure where he 

cycle riding and somehow There is little doubt in my it will be evidenced in the pro- was coming with that state- 
consuming almost nothing. mind that the legacy of found and unnecessary loss of ment, except I told him, 
—Jason Marti western public lands ranching our natural and national heri- "I love treehuggers, and 
will illustrate one of the tage. It will be evidenced by they're the most beautiful 
Dear SFB, largest, longest and most our children's children as they people I know, and people 

Some of my most abiding complex scandals in US his- marvel in dismay at what mil- need to stop chopping down 
disappointments are the tory. Few events rival the in- lions of people allowed to hap- our forests." 
complicit, compromising, tricacy of deceit, the depth of pen for the sake of so few. He tried to do the "I'm on 

consensing and cow-perpetu- — Tim Lengerich your side" trick by saying he 

ating relationships between \ didn't agree with the cru- 

so many environmental | ip Dear Super Brainy Freekoids, elty that goes on with the 

groups and the western pub- Hi! How are you guys doing animals in labs, but I re- 
lic lands cattle industry. It is fgjSjfigI JsgppMpi there at the Earth First! Journal? minded him that he works 

an oxymoronic meld if ever As for me, I've seen better for the government. I'll 

there was one. days, but I'm alive. shorten this up. I was up 

For years, Defenders of Last Thursday the 15th, there for an hour, and I did 

Wildlife has been paying the FBI came to see me about tell him that I hate cops and 

cattle ranchers for cows killed some letters I wrote in pro- that I love America, but hate 

by wolves for doing what g|| l|fflj8r Ui j ) test °f animal cruelty. His the government, 

these predators do best — \ name was special agent Jo- He said he wouldn’t be 

making a living from eating seph W. Hess, Jr. He kept back, and that I'm not being 

meat. Dozens of wolves have asking me if I was a sup- charged. But he was saying I 

been destroyed by federal |||'||| \ n, «^SSl§|||g|p porter of the Animal Libera- used my writings as a form 

agents for this "offense" at \ tion Front (ALF) and Earth of intimidation, which is a 

taxpayers’ expense. l|||||gv Liberation Front (ELF) and form or terrorism, and I said 

The Nature Conservancy then came around and said I "No! I speak the truth, and I 

consistently validates the ^ppl&jJL was a supporter. tell people what you won't 

cattle industry by subsidizing 'v j He told me anarchy means tell them, and as long as I 

ranchers while maintaining | i. violence against the govern- have a right to speech, I'm 

the most pervasively Earth- if§pL ment and I said, "No, that's gonna keep writing and 

destructive activity on public y€|| what you're saying. It means speaking out against people 

lands: cattle ranching. anti-government to me." He and things I don't like." 

Despite strong anti-public asked about you guys, Green I just wanted to bring to 

lands ranching policies, the iCjg' ^ Anarchy, and Stop Huntingdon your attention of what's go- 

Sierra Club and National Animal CrueltyUSA, but I gave ing on, and to let you know 

Audubon Society generally will ^ " ' him no reply. that I’m still in this struggle 

stayanarm'slengthfromovert pathology, the measure of He asked about people I till death, 

action against cattle grazing. land transmogrification, the know and how long they Take Care! 

These actions, or inactions, tiers of corrupt bureaucracy have been activists and what For the Wild, 

by the most influential envi- and administration, the layers they do. I told him he should — Rodney Wade #38058 

ronmental groups in the US, of cover up, delusion, lies, ask them and that I would IMSI, Al-31 B 

defy the logic and definition stonewalling, patronizing not give him info on people FOB 51, Boise, ID 83707 

of what conserving the Earth and pandering as the sinister or groups I may know. He 

is truly about. My premise is and deadly assault on western asked me what 

that if these organizations are lands by ranchers. kind of newslet- 

not overtly active against Perhaps no force wields as ters I get, and I 
public lands ranching and much influence in sustaining would not reply, 
virulently pursuing the imple- the cattle industry as the He said the 
mentation of a disposal policy action of environmental ALF and ELF are 

for this destructive activity, groups that either sit on their known terrorists 

then they are deceiving their hands or shake hands with here in the states, 

members. They are betraying those who steadily sabotage and I told him, 

thetrustoftheirconstituents. our biological diversity. "No they are not." 

The validation or passivity This is a disservice to us all He said that he 
of these groups toward the and to the wild flora and feels sorry for the 
cattle industry is pure sad- fauna we Americans are in- treehuggers, cuz 
ness. If these groups united nately obliged to protect. when it all comes 
and utilized every sector of Illogical and disgraceful, down, they'll 
influence available, they this "Coalition of Disservice" suffer the most 

Ask the Owl She Knows 
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Wildfire Fights the Class War 



The Great Idaho Fire of 1910 was a catalyst for current fire policy. 


by Sprung 

Fire is nature's best advocate, registering a burning protest to 
human sprawl and development. There is no loss of lament in 
the public arena for the six-million acres and hundreds of homes 
that burned during this wildfire season. But where is the public 
acknowledgment for the wildlife habitat lost to government- 
subsidized ranches and luxury vacation homes? 

Little sympathy was roused in the mainstream when wild 
areas were developed for the enjoyment of 34 million, mostly 
white, urban escapees and mral recluses. These people vaca- 
tion or live in areas that are at high risk and that fire 
policymakers like to call the wildland/urban interface (WUI). 

Rural landholders enjoy their backcountry surroundings for 
the beauty of its wild nature, which does not preclude fire. So 
far, three billion dollars have been spent this year to save 
expensive homes, as well as "resources” for the private timber 
market. It only serves to emphasize that wildlife and its habitat 
are an expendable " class, " like so many of the world's peoples are 
to the elite corporate agenda of the US government. 

The National Fire Plan (NFP) was brought forward by 
Congress in response to the severe fire season in 2000. The 
General Accounting Office (GAO) recently issued a report 
that concluded that there is no proof that the 796 million 
dollars allotted for reducing fuel loads in the WUI is 
actually being spent effectively on its goal. In fact, only 40 
percent of the acres to be thinned or subjected to prescribed 
burns are near any communities at risk. 

The US Forest Service (USFS) has conceded that these "at- 
risk" communities have not been consistently defined and 
that more work is needed. Despite this concession, its 
broad definition of the WUI has been used to justify 
thinning projects miles from any at-risk communities in 
backcountry forests. Usually, these "thinning projects" are 
just cover-ups for logging native and old-growth stands. In 
the Bitterroot National Forest, 10 miles from the nearest 
town, loggers are salvaging the most commercially valu- 
able trees from the 2000 forest fire season, not the smaller 
ones that would ignite more easily in the future. 

The USFS's fire laboratory in Missoula, Montana, found 
that the main factors in whether buildings ignite during 
a wildfire are the materials used and how much under- 
brush or other fuels are within 200 feet of the house. Yet, 
only one percent of the NFP's budget has been spent on 
homeowner education. 

In Seeley Lake, Montana, the USFS is aggressively attack- 
ing overgrown stands of Western larch and Douglas fir 
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trees that surround hundreds of vacation homes. While 
this seems to address public safety and the goals of the NFP, 
it ignores the reason for the problem: historic European 
American interference with healthy forest fires. 

The restorative properties of wildfire in North America 
have changed dramatically since European settlement — 
27 ecosystem types have already declined by as much as 98 
percent. Grazing removed much of the grassy fuels that 
carried frequent, surface fires; roads and trails broke up the 
continuity of forest fuels. Initially, fire suppression by 
settlers was successful because ecosystems were balanced. 
As forests became denser without wildfires to counter- 
balance them, they became prone to more damaging fires. 

Like the European settlers from the past, our current 
course denies our interdependence with wild areas. Ideally, 
areas should be planned bioregionally — defined by 
watersheds, fire patterns, wildlife migrations and other 
natural occurrences — in order to provide maximum 
benefit for both people and wildlife. The ultimate answer 
to reverse the tide of sprawling development should be to 
grow differently — inward instead of outward. In cities 
there is no shortage of buildings to renovate, and urban 
areas could be restored to a greater ecological balance. 

While wildlife has lost its home to urban sprawl, 
humans have lost their homes as a result of arson-prone 
firefighters and USFS mismanagement. The focus on the 
WUI is just a smoke screen to open forests on public 
lands to unrestricted logging and to development. It is 
in these terms that the "issue" is framed but the root 
cause is ignored: Firefighting is part of the "class war" 
against nature. 


Gear Up for Lawless 

continued from page 7 

the legacy of too much management, a century of over- 
reactive fire suppression — fighting all fires in all places at 
all costs — that has been the real factor promoting large 
forest fires. The Healthy Forests Initiative would continue 
corporate giveaways by extracting the largest, most prof- 
itable trees while leaving the rest to burn. 

Smokey's Friends Play with Matches 

Two of the largest "superfires" this Summer — the 
Hayman fire in Colorado and the Rodeo-Chediski fire in 
Arizona, were arson fires ignited by firefighters seeking 
fame and fortune. The USFS predictably blamed the 
individuals who set the fires, but few have criticized the 
institutional system that creates perverse economic 
incentives for firefighters to "light it and fight it." 

Beyond the arsonists who start fires, another factor 
underlying the rapid spread and large size of this season's 
wildfires is the fact that firefighters are being ordered to 
light huge backfires and burnouts that are tens of thousands 
of acres in size. The old adage, "fight fire with fire," has 
become the dominant tactic deployed on wildfires. 

Instead of proactively lighting prescribed fires during 
cool, moist conditions, reactive backfires are lit during 




A sign in the Show Low, Arizona, 
”T“L»^2| Denny's reads, "Apaches will not be 

I I 1x3 served here." Thisblatantly racist post- 

ing put up in July is reminiscent of 
L.OW 1960s Jim Crow South. 

The White Mountain Apache have 
t-v experienced an increase in racial hos- 

UQWn tility since the arrest of tribal mem- 
ber Leonard Gregg. He is charged 
/nw with starting the Rodeo fire in order 

* to create work for himself. Gregg was 

— , , not released on bail pending his trial 

LnQXA/ in September because the judge con- 
sidered him a high risk to the com- 
| .. munity and himself. His family says 

LOW he has "poor impulse control due to 
a severe case of fetal alcohol syn- 
drome" and a fascination with fire since he was a child. 

Local TV crews have harassed Gregg's family members by 
filming them and publicizing their addresses and tele- 
phone numbers. They have received threats both over the 
phone and in town. Other tribal members have experi- 
enced similar harassment. 

At a dollar store, shoppers confronted an Apache 
family and blamed them for the fire. Store management 
did not intervene. At Wal-Mart, a cashier refused to ring 
up a purchase for another Apache family. As they left the 
building without being served, individuals drove past in 
a truck and shouted, "You Indians better watch your 
back!" An Apache woman was approached at a Safeway 
by a man who said, "It's all you damn Apaches' fault that 
our homes are going to burn up." 


The 

Low 

Down 

on 

Show 

Low 


The Rodeo fire began on June 18. The Chediski fire began 
on June 20. On June 23, they joined to form the largest 
wildfire in Southwest history, consuming nearly 500,000 
acres. The Chediski fire was started by a white woman who 
got lost hiking and made a signal fire to alert a rescue 
helicopter; she was not arrested for starting the fire. 

Contrary to the belief of racist Show Low residents, the 
White Mountain Apache collectively sustained the ma- 
jority of the damage. Approximately two-thirds of the 
nearly 500,000 acres that burned were on the Fort Apache 
reservation, affecting their timber stands and more than 
400 homes — none were lost in Show Low to the fire. 

Many Apaches are frustrated by the fact that the US 
Forest Service employee accused of arson in Colorado’s 
Hayman fire has been released on bail and has her own 
media spokesperson, while Gregg sits in jail. 

The racism of Show Low has revealed itself, and the 
Apache community is organizing and speaking out against 
it. Businesses have begun damage control through the 
mandates of their corporate offices. Safeway has sent 
coupons to Apaches, and Denny's is working to quell the 
negative publicity. 

The irony of this racism is best demonstrated by the 
high proportion of non-white firefighters risking their 
lives to save vacation homes for wealthy white people, as 
well as the future timber to be sold for corporate profit. 
Contract firefighters comprise the largest percentage of 
forest firefighters. The high demand for firefighters and 
seasonal nature of this work make it lucrative for low- 
income, minority and migrant people. The scene of this 
racism is appropriately named: The town has truly shown 
it can go. 




Logging continued 

hot, dry conditions. Under these conditions, the zone where 
backfires merge with the main wall of flames experiences 
the most intense and severe burning. In July, residents living 
near Oregon's 500,000-acre Biscuit fire reported that back- 
fires were associated with huge, boiling black smoke col- 
umns — clear evidence of severe burning. A looming issue 
when the wildfires go out will be if the USFS seeks to salvage 
log the same areas it intentionally burned 
with backfires and burnouts. 


Fight Fascist Forestry 

Stripping citizens of their legal rights 
to challenge logging is a big goose-step 
on the march toward a fascist corpo- 
rate state. In a replay of the Salvage 
Rider, it will take de facto martial law J 
on national forests to suppress I 
people's resistance against this new- 
est lawless logging rider. Like the 
borderless, endless war on terrorism 
(that has already begun to target 
eco-activists), the perpetual state of 


warfare on wildfire serves the interests of corporate profi- 
teers and bureaucratic power-mongers at the expense of 
both ecological sustainability and democratic society. 

If and when the lawless logging rider is passed this 
Fall, and all the mainstream environmental lawyers 
and lobbyists are essentially put out of work, it will 
once again depend on Earth Firstlers and other eco- 
defenders to take uncompromising, nonviolent stands 
in defense of wild forests. Indeed, when environmental 
laws are outlawed, only environmental outlaws can 
uphold natural laws. 

B ll or write your congressperson. If you 
t threaten to withdraw your campaign 
itions or your votes, then threaten to 
idraw your civil obedience. Tell them 
at if they liked the mass arrests, log- 
ging blockades and "free states" of 
the Salvage Rider, they're gonna love 
what's ahead if the "fire prevention 
logging" rider passes! 

Sparky is a former federal wildlands 
firefighter who has been working on 
his eco-karma by organizing popular 
resistance to fire salvage timber sales 
for the last 12 years. 
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Prophetic Fire in the Black Hills 


continued 


continued from page 8 

In the past 10 years, only one stream consistently met or 
exceeded sediment standards. Monitoring has attributed 
most sedimentation problems on the forest to high road 
densities. The Black Hills dipper, a bird that depends upon 
clean and clear streams, has suffered tremendously. His- 
torically, several Black Hills streams supported the bird; 
now its habitat is limited to only one stream. 

Livestock grazing has drastically altered the ecosystem. 
Rare montane grassland communities have been heavily 
impacted, especially by grazing-related water develop- 
ments. Grazing is responsible for the decline and localized 
extinction of several species of land snails that exist no- 
where else in the world. Grazing has trampled banks and 
increased sedimentation in streams. 

Most devastating is that less than two percent of the 
Black Hills now exist as old growth, nearly half of 
which is located in the forest's only wilderness area, 
the Black Elk Wilderness. The rest of the old growth 
consists of small, isolated 
patches, primarily in the 
only three USES invento- 
ried roadless areas. To- 
gether, these roadless areas 
and wilderness comprise 
less than three percent of 
the forest. 

The USFS justifies its ex- 
ploitative measures by 
claiming that the Black Hills 
never supported old-growth 
forest, but the declining sta- 
tus of native species proves 
otherwise. For example, the 
northern goshawk, a forest 

raptor dependent on old- Moonrise over the Gillette Canyon 
growth ponderosa pine, has 

declined nearly 40 percent in the past five years, from 30 
to 18 individuals. This is in stark contrast to the nearly 600 
individual goshawks that researchers say the hills are 
capable of supporting. 

The Fire "Problem" 

Today, the exploitation continues, although this time 
spurred by the "threat" of wildfire. In the name of fire 
protection, the USFS, headed by timber industry lobby- 
ist Mark Rey, has called for more logging and thinning 
in the national forest. It has specifically targeted the 
Beaver Park Roadless Area and the Black Elk Wilderness 
Additions, claiming that these uncut wildlands pose the 
greatest fire "threat." 

Until now, the USFS has been unable to log in these 
remaining wildlands due to vigilant legal and administra- 
tive challenges by grassroots organizations and local citi- 
zens. On August 2, in a great set back, Congress passed the 
Black Hills Fire Prevention Agreement, which circumvents 
previous legal victories and allows unrestricted logging in 


these two areas. Not surprisingly, Senator Daschle spear- 
headed the legislation which will have an impact nation- 
wide (see article on page 7). 

The USFS hailed the agreement, claiming that more 
than a century of fire suppression has increased the 
density of trees on the Black Hills and thus increased 
the wildfire "threat." The USFS sees logging and thin- 
ning as the "solution" to this "problem." What the 
USFS has never addressed is the fact that 97 percent of 
the Black Hills National Forest has been logged in the 
past century. If anything altered the function and 
composition of the ecosystem and increased forest 
fires, it was the extensive logging and the continued 
management of the forest as a tree farm. 

A perfect example occurred in 2000, when the Jasper fire 
burned 83,510 acres, one of the largest fires ever on the 
hills. Between 1987 and 1997, 24 timber sales occurred in 
the Jasper fire area, removing 183 million board feet of 
timber and leaving an extensively thinned landscape. This 

begs the question, "What 
is the real problem in the 
Black Hills?" Obviously, it 

§. is not the wildfire "threat. " 

© 

I The Fire "Solution" 

x Since the illegal occupa- 
| tion of the Black Hills, the 
§ forest has been treated as 
T everything except a unique, 
§ biologically diverse and 
| functioning ecosystem that 
f we must value and protect. 
| Wildfire is not the problem 
| in the Black Hills. It is a 
naturally occurring process 
Moonrise over the Gillette Canyon montane grassland in the Black Hills that benefits the forest eco- 
system. People must learn 
to coexist with, rather than control, this natural process. 
Unfortunately, coexistence continues to be attacked by 
those who view the ecosystem as the problem, when the 
true problem is this flawed perception and the exploitation 
it has promoted. 

Currently, only a handful of people are working to restore 
and protect the Black Hills. While improvements have been 
made, recent events prove that prevailing attitudes of 
exploitation can easily scuttle these gains. However, the 
struggle is not over. The Black Hills need our voices, our 
actions and the power of our movement. It is time to rally for 
the Black Hills, to fight for this incredible ecosystem and 
achieve justice for all the Lakota people. We must become 
the fire that will cleanse and restore the Black Hills! 

For more information, contact the Biodiversity Conserva- 
tion Alliance, POB 1512, Laramie, WY 82073; (307) 742- 
7978; jeremy@voiceforthewild.org; www.voiceforthewild.org 
Jeremy, his family and the Biodiversity Conservation Alliance 
are working to protect and restore the Black Hills by confronting 
the colonial roots of exploitation. 


Page 44 Earth First! Mabon 2002 






Green Polyester 


continued 


worked on for ero- 
sion control — the rest are left. 

Post-fire monitors have discovered 
that the fertilizer in retardant gives a 
special boost to invasive weeds that 
may have traveled into remote sites 
on bulldozer tracks. In some cases, 
dozerlines become new roads into 
once remote roadless areas for off- 
road vehicle users — creating further 
soil and noise disturbance. Finally, 
an indeterminable amount of con- 
tamination occurs from oil and 
gasoline spilled while refueling 
firefighting equipment. 

The normal use of retardant- 
spraying it on fires — can also harm 
the environment, especially when 
it is washed into waterways. In still 
bodies of water retardant can lead 
to algae blooms, which kills fish 
slowly. A new report published by 
the US Geological Survey has ex- 
amined the effect of sunlight on 
retardant slurry entering water- 
ways. Sunlight intensifies the tox- 
icity of at least one slurry chemical, 
sodium ferrocyanide. 


In August, more than 1,000 gallons 
of retardant were accidentally dumped 
into the Fall River, southwest of Bend, 
Oregon. More than four miles of fish 
were killed as the poison floated 
toward the Deschutes River, the total 
body count for fish and amphibians 
is unknown 

Creating further havoc, water is used 
to fight fires by pumping it out of 
small streams and ponds or by scoop- 
ing it out of lakes using helicopters. 



'"T 




Small fish are sucked up, along with 
amphibians and other freshwater 
creatures, and sprayed onto the fire. 

The very trees that the USFS crews 
are fighting to "save" are cut down for 
firelines, helicopter landing areas and 
safety zones. Ecologically important 
snags are also seen as potential fire 
hazards and cut down. Snags provide 
food and housing for wildlife. After a 
tree dies and slowly decomposes, it 


can take up to 250 years for it to 
become a source of food and housing 
for wildlife. 

As if current firefighting practices 
weren't devastating enough, some 
of the recent citizen suggestions for 
fighting Colorado's forest fires in- 
clude activating hundreds of snow- 
blowers and puncturing a fleet of 
water-filled Goodyear blimps. One 
inventor suggested that hundreds of 
firefighters could keep flames at bay 


RAJARQS Y ANIMALES SE 
ASUSTABAN AL AVANZAR 
LAS LLAMAS... . 


by holding up giant sheets of Teflon, 
the material used in non-stick cook- 
ing surfaces. Another man suggested 
that avalanche cannons should be 
placed on mountain ridges to con- 
tinuously lob fire retardant-filled 
shells into dry or burning forests. The 
ecological impacts of such ideas are 
too horrifying to fathom in the wake 
of the destruction from current 
firefighting practices. 



D I ILL DALKfcD continued 

continued from page 8 Our prophesies say the Black Hills 
The Supreme Court put the money must burn down and be purified. If 
in a bank where it continues to draw the thunders start a fire, it should be 
interest. The last I heard, it was more left to burn. This is Lakota 
than 500 million dollars, and the understanding. We have known the 
Oglalas are still destitute. Black Hills for more than 11,000 

Even after generations of years. The wasicus have only been 
brainwashing and assimilation by the here for a little more than a hundred, 
churches and by the government, we The wasicus have been warned that 
Lakota people still understand the there are ramifications for desecrating 
sacredness of the Black Hills. We still the Earth even when you don't know 
have our holy people, our language, what you're doing. TThe circle comes 
our ceremonies, and we still live close back. We keep saying, "The Black 
to the Black Hills. We are still Lakota. Hills are sacred." But it's too bad; the 
It's very hard for me to go into the wasicus have no ears. 

Black Hills these days. There are fancy Charmaine White Face is a member 
houses everywhere. There are of the Oglala Lakota Band of the Oceti 
sprawling towns full of billboards, Sakowin on the Great Sioux reservat ion. 
fences, roads, art galleries and coffee She is a mother, grandmother and free- 
shops that sell cappuccino. lance writer. 


Beaver Creek in the Bearlodge 
Mountains of northeastern 
Wyoming 


September-October 2002 Earth First! Page 45 






Shooting the 
Messenger 


continued from page 1 1 
Usually, there must be fairly 
strong evidence to suggest the 
person is connected in some 
way with the actual crime, and 
there must be strong supporting 
documents. The Information to Ob- 
tain is the only report the judge looks at in 
making a decision. In this situation there was 
only one document connecting me to the events in Maine: 
a single newspaper article published by the Portland Press 
Herald on October 5, 1999, after I gave an interview to 
reporter Dennis Hoey. 

My role as spokesperson means that I usually receive some 
form of communication from ALF activists following an 
action or raid where a claim of responsibility is 
made, which is what happened with these 
Maine actions. I then draft a press release, which 
includes the communique, and send it out to 
local media where the action took place. I make 
myself available for media interviews to discuss 
the tactics and philosophy of the ALF, as well as 
the animal abuse being highlighted in the ac- 
tion. And that's the end of the story. 

The newspaper article submitted as “Exhibit 
B" states: 

"Barbarash, who says he never communi- 
cates directly with activists, relies on their anony- 
mous letters and videotapes to publicize the 
group's activities.” 

It is an outrage that the type of invasion and 
harassment I've been subjected to can take 
place against a spokesperson whose role is solely 
as media liaison. I am neither aware of any 
action prior to its occurrence, nor am I aware of 
the identities of the ALF activists involved. As 
the messenger, I have nothing to do with the 
illegal direct actions that are publicized. 

Even more of an outrage is that the actions 
warranting this type of harassment are nothing 
more than minor property destruction. It is 
pouring salt deeper into the wound to discover 
that a single newspaper article can stand alone as the sole 
supporting document that gives a judge enough of a basis to 
issue a search warrant. 

British Columbia Civil Liberties Association Spokesperson 
Murray Mollard commented, "It raises the question, 'What is 
terrorism?' This would not be the kind of action we consider 
terrorism. [The raid] appears to be using a criminal matter to 
permit the US to come into Canada. It's an expansion of 
authority on what is essentially a criminal issue." 


Search Warrant 

According to the search warrant, all items seized must be 
related to "activities or members of the ALF in the state of 
Maine." How then, one might ask, are the items that were 
seized related to the investigation or covered by the war- 
rant?: notes from the kitchen table with instructions to 
friends on feeding our cats and watering our garden while 
away on vacation; an address book belonging to my 
housemate; US postal mail bags; publicly available docu- 
ments and videos; items seized by the RCMP in a previous 
raid and later returned; and a report I produced for my 
lawyer in 2000, which documented a covert RCMP/NSIS 
(National Security Investigation Section) undercover opera- 
tion used against me from 1995-1997. 

In fact, the only item that might have had any connec- 
tion was a phone bill from 1999 
showing calls made to Maine. 
The RCMP now has an extensive 
collection of fax and phone num- 
bers for media outlets in the state! 

A callous and ruthless attitude 
was evident in the wake of the raid. 
Aside from trashing my house, per- 
sonal letters were removed from 
files and placed open around the 
room. Our friends were questioned, 
threatened and harassed when they 
arrived to feed the cats, and our 
indoor cats were let outside to fend 
for themselves. The RCMP also re- 
leased my name and address to the 
media, contrary to its own policy, 
even though I had not been charged 
with any crime. This has exposed 
me to hunters who made death 
threats and verbal attacks against 
me in 2000. 

There is little doubt in my mind 
that the real reason behind this 
raid has very little to do with what 
happened in Maine. The RCMP, 
now with the overt complicity of 
US law enforcement, is continuing its campaign of harass- 
ment against one of the ALF's most visible supporters. 

The police know that I don't have any information to help 
identify ALF activists — this is nothing more than a case of 
shooting the messenger. The real damage of the search and 
seizures is the disruption of work and life. 

Supreme Court Hearing 

On September 24, a hearing will take place in British 



Police maliciously kicked in Barbarash' s door, 
breaking the frame and wood paneling. They 
then nailed a piece of plywood to the outside. 
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Columbia's Supreme Court in Vancouver to discuss the 
warrant and its execution. An order will be sought at that time 
by US authorities to send the seized items across the border to 
Maine. Through my lawyer, I will be fighting back, and I will 
be seeking an order to quash the warrant based on the 
flimsy and non-existent 
grounds for conducting 
the search. An order will 
be sought for the return 
of all my property. 

In addition, I'll be mak- 
ing a formal complaint 
to the RCMP's Public 
Complaints Commission 
concerning the raid, the 
needless and inappropri- 
ate damage to my resi- 
dence, the seizure of items not listed in the warrant, the 
harassment of my friends, the release of my cats into the 
outdoors and the release of my name and address to the media. 

Meanwhile, the NAALFPO is seeking monetary donations 
to help cover our legal expenses. To make a donation or for 
more information, contact the NAALFPO, POB 3673, 
Courtenay, BC V9N 7P1, Canada; (250) 703-6312; 
naalfpo@tao.ca. The NAALFPO would like to thank Santa 
Cruz EF! and Kate in New York for their generous donations 
of computer hardware and software. 

Fighting on Our Feet 

On a final note, there is one thing that we must all be clear 
on. This raid was not about animal rights issues or actions. It 
was about how we have lost a large chunk of basic civil 
liberties and human rights. We really do live in a police state 
where those who speak their minds and who oppose oppres- 
sion risk police raids, possible arrest and lengthy jail terms. 

Many of us have watched and understood the erosion 
of our freedoms for several years, and we've become very 


alarmed at how this deterioration has drastically in- 
creased since September 11, 2001. And yet, it takes a 
major police action, like this latest raid, for the concept 
to really sink in. Our "western civilization" is nothing 
more than a glorified prison. 

How events unfold in our life- 
times will be the difference between 
a life of freedom for all or a life lived 
under the boot of fascism. The po- 
lice state is here. The time is now to 
decide: Do we live and fight on our 
feet, or do we die on our knees? 
Drastic words, perhaps, but what 
kind of world do we really want to 
live in? 


David Barbarash 
has been an animal, 
Earth and social jus- 
tice activist since the 
early 1980s. Most 
known for his active 
role in the under- 
ground ALF, he now 
runs the NAALFPO 
from his home. David 
has been involved 
with Earth First! 
groups in both 
Canada and the US, 
as well as the Hunt 
Saboteurs, prison abo- 
lition groups and a 
myriad of social jus- 
tice and environmen- 
tal organizations. 


The police know that I don’t have any 
information to help identify ALF activists — 
this is nothing more than a case of shooting 
the messenger. The real damage of the search 
and seizures isthe disruption oflifeand work. 



Canada's national security. This type of increased capac- 
ity will enable INSET members to work with their partners 
nationally and internationally toward the common goal 
of detection and disruption of potential terrorist threats. 
The Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) used a "This integrated approach between intelligence and 
newly formed anti-terrorist team to raid the home of enforcement groups at the early stages of criminal activ- 
Animal Liberation Front spokesperson David Barbarash ity has proven to be a highly effective model for success- 
on July 30. Formed in June, less than two months before ful prosecution." 

the raid, this Integrated National Security Enforcement INSET has field offices in Vancouver, Toronto, Montreal 
Team (INSET) will use the premise of "national security" and Ottawa, and it integrates law enforcement officers 
to invade people's homes and attempt to disrupt lives — from the RCMP, provincial police and major metropoli- 
even when no crimes have been committed. tan police forces. It will share information with the 

From an RCMP press release issued June 18: Canadian Security and Intelligence Service, immigration 

"[INSET] will help ensure early detection and preven- officials and international police forces, 
tion of any potential threats to national security. The RCMP Superintendent Wayne Pilgrim says that the new 

importance of greater integration of resources and intel- agency is also ready to use counter-terrorism laws, includ- 
ligence has been heightened by the reality of terrorism ing the power to make preventive arrests to stop "terror- 
since the tragic events of September 11, 2001. ists" from carrying out attacks. 

"Through shared federal, provincial and municipal "We basically operate on the premise of prevention, 
resources, INSET members will be better able to put a stop and that's either through prosecution or disruption... 
to the criminal activities (major or minor offenses) of whatever means are provided to us within the legal 
terrorist groups or individuals who pose a threat to framework that we can operate," he said. 


Insidious INSET 
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perpetrators were and that they would stop at nothing in 
order to maintain control. 

Today, we have all inherited this memory and its weight. 
We have inherited a torn world full of the same nationalist 
lies and imperialism, with even more military aggression 
capable of even greater, unfathomable destruction. 

We're seeing a comeback of nuclear 
energy and weaponry, as well as the 
continuing government game of play- 
ing hide and seek with nuclear waste. 

We're also seeing a steady trickle of 
resistance which will only grow greater. 

For starters, there's the response to 
the congressional decision to trans- 
porttons of radioactive material thou- 
sands of miles across the country on 
major highways and railroads. The 
waste will be stored inside Yucca 
Mountain, an earthquake-prone, sa- 
cred site on Western Shoshone land. 

Indigenous and environmental 
groups are organizing peace walks 
and a gathering for civil disobedience 
at the Nevada Test Site this October. 

Congress disregarded opposition 
from the governor of South Carolina 
and approved the shipping of weap- 
ons-grade plutonium to a processing 
plant on the Savannah River. The plu- 
tonium will be combined with ura- 
nium to be transformed into an 
experimental reactor fuel. Although 
Governor Jim Hodges has advocated 
the blockade of roads by the highway 
patrol in order to keep the plutonium 
shipment out of the state, he is an 
opportunistic politician and not an 
adequate spokesperson for South Caro- 
lina residents or anti-nuclear groups. 

His concern for public safety and envi- 
ronmental justice extends only as far 
as his electorate, and he encourages 
that all waste be sent from his backyard to Nevada. However, 
his strong stand against the shipment does indicates wide- 
spread public opposition. 

On April 3, in Livermore, California, more than 500 
protesters demanded a halt to current nuclear production 
by marching to the Livermore Nuclear Weapons Lab. The 
lab is developing plans to use plutonium, highly-en- 
riched uranium and large amounts of lithium as reactor 
fuel. There are also plans to develop new, Earth-penetrat- 
ing nuclear bombs. Livermore boasts a shoddy record of 
worker safety: Since 1992 there have been uranium fires, 
a chlorine gas leak that forced an evacuation, tritium 
accidents, an explosion that sent one worker to the 
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hospital, plutonium that had to be cut out of an employee's 
hand and more. 

In Oak Ridge, Tennessee, home of the "Little Boy" that was 
deployed on Hiroshima, the Y-12 National Security Complex 
continues to pump out weapons of mass destruction. The Y- 
1 2 plant is the last full-scale nuclear bomb production facility 
in the US. It is currently undergoing a multi-billion dollar 
renovation to prepare for the produc- 
tion of "mini-nukes." 

On August 4, to memorialize the US 
attacks on Japan in 1945, several hun- 
dred anti-nuclear protesters held a dem- 
onstration at the Y-12 plant. Fourteen 
people were arrested. One of them, Pat 
Liteky, was arrested on federal trespass- 
ing charges. He is currently serving 60 
days in federal prison. The Oak Ridge 
Environmental Peace Alliance also held 
two protests in April to build resistance 
to the continued nuclear bomb pro- 
duction at the Y-12 plant. On April 4, 
about 250 protesters marched toward 
the Y-12 complex, and 14 people 
blocked the road. During the protest at 
the Y-12 facility on April 14, hundreds 
of people festively blockaded a street in 
front of the compound for hours. 
Twenty-five protesters were arrested 
and charged with misdemeanors for 
participating in civil disobedience. 

On Hiroshima Day in Plymouth, 
Scotland, the Trident Ploughshares 
Group hung a banner inside the 
Devonport dockyard reading: "Scrap 
Trident" (see EF!f May-June 2002). 

Nearly sixty years ago a frightful 
crescendo of power was reached when 
Japanese people and their land expe- 
rienced one of the most brutal, arro- 
gant and heinous crimes committed 
against life itself. Today, we must keep 
trying to create a world where no 
one can claim to rule others, where 
no one can wield that level of power or destruction. 

After the bomb, people estimated that it would be 70 years 
before anything would grow again. But to everyone's sur- 
prise, green sprouts began to push up through the radioactive 
wreckage not long afterward. In particular, two trees only one 
mile from the blast survived. Although half of their trunks 
were burned to a crisp, new buds eventually grew on the other 
half and encouraged depressed survivors to carry on. The trees 
are considered a testament to the Earth's ability to heal, and 
they have inspired people to work for peace. 

In memory of Hiroshima, let's celebrate the spirit of disobe- 
dience to authority as a rebirth to harmony. 

Puck is short fused, foul mouthed and now lives in Tucson. 


J^dch lantern hue the name of someone 
who encountered the bomb, 
y-ou look to see if one of the lanterns has 
your name. 

you look for the names of those you love, 
you look for the name of /slanet fourth. 
^Chey are not there— yet. 

■/\nd then it becomes clear 
what has brought you here: 

Dt is still not. too late, 
y-ou too can cry out— and be heard. 
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Blast from 
the Past 


Blueberries and the Bomb 


by Robert Streeter before dawn on th 

I have decided, for purely sentimental reasons, to pick mg, the shadows 
blueberries in the meadow near the cabin from which I ized on the street' 
recently moved. I cannot justify this five-mile excursion in act of vandals. It 
the car since there are plenty of blueberries within walking who can see the 
distance of my present cabin. But this is something I must do. nuclear annihilate 
Old stomping grounds linger in the memory, often indelibly, dangers more vivi 
and do not easily fade. wash and will fade 

From the new cabin I walk down the steep, hemlock- of Hiroshima did 
scented trail which leads to the logging road and the car. It is I turn at the inter 

a short walk to the car this 

time of year. It will increase We must choose between the blueberry and the 

by a half mile or so when . 

the snow flies. That's okay. bomb. 1 here are those who believe m the bomb 

We are an upright species anc j w j s j 1 to nur t U re it, protect it, be guided by its 

that functions quite well r ° 1 


leaving behind only their shadows. During the dark hours 
before dawn on the 40th anniversary of Hiroshima's bomb- 
ing, the shadows were pulled from the past and memorial- 
ized on the streets and sidewalks of America. It was not the 
act of vandals. It was the act of responsible human beings 
who can see the connection between the arms race and 
nuclear annihilation, and they simply wished to make the 
dangers more vivid. The shadows were painted with white- 
wash and will fade with the rains of the season. The shadows 
of Hiroshima did not. 

I turn at the intersection, drive a few miles and park on a quiet 
hillside at the head of a trail. I walk it 
lueberry and the quietly, bucket dangling from my neck, 
and encounter the meadow, the place, 
ieve in the bomb Sunshine warms my back and shows me 
, ., jl - + the pure and naked beauty of this place; 

t, begui e by its the aster and the goldenrod, the hawk on 

on two feet, but most of power. They say there is no going back. They a rising thermal, the midnight blue of the 

modern America has cho- r [ ° ° berries. I pick them with both hands, 

sen to let their legs atrophy have chosen to live by the bomb, supporting the absorbed in the tonic of the moment, 
in deference to their bel- , . . A , . Tf . c . . . )( We must choose between the blue- 

lies. That is an evolutionary mac uiue that produces it. It those ot their ilk berry and the bomb. There are those who 

shame. The human leg is a preva jl we will die by the bomb believe in the bomb and wish to nurture 

terrible thing to waste. r 7 * it, protect it, be guided by its power. They 

The car rumbles and belches now and then, disturbing the say there is no going back. They will tell you this from any pew 
silence, creaking like an old ship when one side rides low in in any denomination on any Sunday; from any stool in any 
a rut, twisting and bending to the road's demand. 1 like this bar on any Saturday night. They have chosen to live by the 
sortofroad. It offers austere, unforgiving limits which cannot bomb, supporting the machine that produces it. If those of 
be ignored. It teaches patience. their ilk prevail, we will die by the bomb. 

I leave the logging road with a final creak and turn toward The sweet fragrance of Queen Anne's lace catches my nose, 

the blueberry patch of my past. I know it is there; I know it My fingertips and tongue are stained blue. This place tugs at 
is waiting; I know what it smells like, feels like, tastes like. I me from miles away, and I've never questioned its magic, or . 
know it would never let me down, even if I leave with my pail my choice. 

half full, for the place is more than the berries. It is the sum Back issues of the Earth First! Journal are available for five 
of the senses which make the experience, which make the dollars each. Please inquire for bulk discount prices. Or order our 
place, and it is this final sense of place that satisfies. near-complete 22-year set for $500. 

I come to the only intersection at the center of this 
tiny rural town, an intersection where the undulating 
pavements of two county roads come together, melded 
into one for only an instant. I stop, staring straight 
ahead, and am catapulted 40 years into the past by a 
message within the sterile four corners of the intersec- 
tion. Hiroshima: Never Again. A poignant silhouette of a 
human accompanies the bold white letters. I sit motion- 
less, comprehending the terrible meaning behind the 
silhouette, behind the charred shadows of death so 
patriotically applied. 

When our people dropped the first atomic bomb on 
Hiroshima, those human beings within 300 meters of 
ground zero were instantly vaporized by the heat, Graffiti commemorating the 40th anniversary of Hiroshima Day, August 1985 
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BY SWEETGUM 

At two a.m. on June 1, 1997, no 
one thought they were about to enter 
into a five-year tangle with the City 
of Eugene, Oregon, and its police 
department. They just wan ted to save 
39 large downtown trees scheduled 
to be illegally cut early that Sunday 
morning. The trees stood in the way 
of a 24 million dollar partnership 
between the City of Eugene and a few 
private developers. 

A logging crew was set to begin 
work at six a.m. for a slippery cut- 
and-run job, but a few dozen activists 
arrived first. Eleven urban forest de- 
fenders jumped the perimeter fence, 
dodged security guards and perched 
themselves 30-50 feet up in fine 
sweetgums and maples. They readied 
themselves for some good, old-fash- 
ioned civil disobedience. 

As morning broke, the police and 
fire departments rolled in, with riot 
gear donned, obviously ready to 
rumble. After notifying the treesitters 
that they were under arrest for trespassing, the officers 
hopped in a hydraulic fire engine's bucket and broke out 
their pepper spray. As neighbors, store owners and pass- 
ersby realized what was occurring, the crowd quickly 
swelled to 200. The force from the police also mounted, yet 
they faced stiff resistance from the peaceful treesitters in 
the last two trees. 

Things got real ugly, real quick, as can after can of pepper 
spray was doused on Brett Cole and Jim Flynn. Up to two 
dozen cans of spray were used on Jim, then co-editor of the 
Earth First! Journal. (In fact, the entire Litha 1997 editorial 
collective managed to get into the trees that morning.) The 
cops were especially cruel to Jim, as they sliced his pantleg 
open and doused his bare leg and groin area with chemical 
agents. Ultimately, it took a harness wrapped around his 
torso and attached to a fire truck to jerk him out of the tree. 

It was around that time when onlookers started to rush 
the chainlink fence and fight back. Tear gas and pepper 
spray were unleashed against the resisting crowd. Mean- 
while, as the treesitters were plucked from their perches, 
the heritage trees were cut down. 

The city spent a lot of money defending the police 
misconduct. It even hired the Oregon State Police to 
conduct an "outside" investigation. Not surprisingly, the 


Eugene Police Department was vin- 
dicated of any wrongdoing. 

The incident prompted a few civil 
rights lawsuits, including one by 
treesitters Josh Laughlin, Brett and 
Jim. They claimed that four Eugene 
police officers used excessive force 
and violated their civil rights by mis- 
using chemical weapons during the 
course of the protest. 

Years passed, as did many pretrial 
hearings. The biggest victory surfaced 
when Federal Magistrate Thomas Cof- 
fin denied the city's motion to dismiss 
the case based upon police officer im- 
munity. The ruling indicated that the 
officers' actions of drenching nonvio- 
lent citizens were unreasonable and a 
clear violation of federal law. Growing 
tired of the back and forth in the 
| courtroom, Coffin ordered a media- 
? tion conference on June 17. 

I The lawsuit was settled as a result of 
| the conference. The settlement called 
= for the city to pay the defendants and 
their attorneys a total of $30,000. The 
city also agreed to require officers 
holding the rank of sergeant and higher to attend two 
training sessions on police response to nonviolent protests. 

The settlement ended what could have been a long road 
to trial, not to mention the trial itself, the unknown out- 
come and the likelihood of appeal. This settlement has been 
the only successful litigation against the city resulting from 
that day. It was the only time the city has "admitted" any 
responsibility for the inhumane acts it committed. 

The events of June 1, 1997, prompted a multitude of 
changes within the city (from tree cutting protocols to use- 
of-force regulations), and it caused the Eugene Police 
Department to re-evaluate its use of pepper spray. Changes 
that have been implemented include language that forbids 
the use of chemical weapons on passive arrestees such as 
"nonviolent protesters." At the same time, police are 
allowed to use deadly force if they perceive that their 
chemical spray has been turned back on them. 

While the results of the action that day could hardly be 
described as clean, positive and pretty, there is no doubt 
that quite a few Eugene citizens would take that same 
action again if the situation arose. June 1, 1997, was a 
watershed day in Eugene's history. 

While not digging around his urban garden , Sweetgum is 
pestering the Forest Service to end old growth logging in Cascadia. 



Parking Garage My Ass, June 1 997 
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WHAT WE’VE LEARNED SINCE SEATTLE 

TH£- LASTING* IMPACTS Of OcXemCAl^ WZAPOHS 


by Kirk James Murphy, MD 

As this article was written, activists and citizens in Port- 
land, Oregon, withstood unprovoked, sudden attacks with 
pepper spray, plastic bullets and other potentially lethal 
munitions as they confronted President Bush. And as Bush 
cites chemical weapons use abroad as an excuse for war, a 
review of the health effects of chemical weapons used to 
suppress dissent may be in order. Given that the US is host 
to 108 separate companies which produce and profit from 
these munitions, perhaps clarity begins at home. 

The indiscriminate use of tear gas and pepper spray has 
long been a hallmark of state violence in Northern Ire- 
land, South Korea, Palestine, South Africa and many 
other regions in the global South. For many white 
North Americans, the cloud of tear gas that filled 
the streets during the 1999 World Trade Organi- 
zation (WTO) protests in Seattle was their first 
exposure to this form of chemical warfare, spark- 
ing widespread condemnation and outrage against 
such tactics. 

Where tear gas and pepper spray have long been 
used to suppress nonviolent assemblies, local resi- 
dents have indicated that serious and sometimes 
fatal injuries can result. The Seattle WTO protests 
and many actions since have provided additional 
evidence of persistent symptoms and health condi- 
tions for those exposed to chemical weapons long 
after the irritating initial 
effects have worn off. 

Medics with the Direct 
Action Medical Collec- 
tive in Seattle, together 
with Los Angeles chapter 
of Physicians for Social 
Responsibility (PSR-LA), 
have helped to raise 
awareness and collect in- 
formation about the ef- 
fects of chemical warfare. 

In 2001, activists' direct 
experience with the toxic 
effects of chemical weapons used in Seattle led PSR-LA to 
publish the report, "Tear Gas Clouds and Chronic Health 
Problems." The Quebec 2001 Medical/Urgence Manif also 
collected responses from activists and residents of heavily 
affected areas. 

The European Parliament's STOA Program produced two 
comprehensive studies. Both provide extensive review of 
available information on the consequences of the chemi- 
cal weapons used at anti-globalization protests. 

The reports and observations of activists, medics, Urgence 
Manif, PSR-LA and the STOA Program are remarkably 
consistent. Not surprisingly, they confirm that the chemi- 
cal weapons used in Seattle and elsewhere are known to 
cause long-term health problems: 


• Respiratory complaints: shortness of breath, difficulty 
breathing, etc. 

• Abnormal reproduction/menstruation: unusually 
heavy /prolonged periods, temporary or lasting absence of 
periods, early menopause, spontaneous abortion. 

• Disruption in sensory function: tingling and/or numb- 
ness persisting days or weeks after exposure. 

• Disruption in cognitive/affective function: confusion, 
lethargy, short-term memory loss, difficulty concentrat- 
ing, rapid mood swings. 

• Gastrointestinal complaints: bloody bowel movements, 
diarrhea, cramping, bloating, liver abnormalities, intesti- 
nal perforations. 

• Visual abnormalities: sensitivity to bright light, 

blurred vision, cor- 
neal injuries. 

Based on data 
from Quebec, as 
many as 80 percent 
of the 181 respon- 
dents reported the 
persistence of at 
least some of these 
symptoms after 
exposure. Thirty- 
two percent of 138 
respondents expe- 
rienced delayed on- 
set of symptoms after exposure. 

The scientific and medical research reviewed 
by PSR-LA described laboratory evidence that 
tear gas and pepper spray disrupt basic aspects 
of cell biology, apparently enough to cause 
mutations, birth defects and cancers. For this 
reason, PSR-LA concluded: "In light of the 
potential toxic and carcinogenic natures of the 
weapons used against people, the long-term 
I effects, including birth defects and chromo- 
£ somal abnormalities, may not be completely 
~ evident for several years." Both European Par- 
liament reports reached the same conclusion. 
The PSR-LA study of chemical weapons used 
in Seattle and the Quebec survey do have limitations. Neither 
could calculate the absolute rate of immediate or delayed 
injuries since literally tens of thousands of people were 
exposed. At this writing, no data comparing the total number 
of people exposed with the number that go on to develop 
long-term problems has been published. 

The reports of individual activists in Seattle, Quebec 
and other locations experiencing both immediate and 
lasting health problems have been derided and dismissed 
by chemical weapons manufacturers and law enforce- 
ment. They claim that individual case reports such as 
those cited above do not represent "sound science" and 
are not valid. As in so many arenas, the gap between 

continued on next page 
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Seattle 1999 World Trade Organization protest 



Quebec 2001 Free Trade Area of the Americas protest 



Shooting the Wounded: 



continued from previous page 


corporate lies and the truth of our 
experience is increasingly obvious. 

Given that chemical weapons can 
and do cause persistent health prob- 
lems, what can we do? The choice of 
whether or not to risk injury from 
chemical weapons is a personal deci- 
sion. We can support each other by 
honoring the diversity of choices our 
companions make. Some activists — 
especially those with health prob- 
lems — may decide to avoid situations 
that pit them face to face with chemi- 
cal weapons. Others may choose to 
reduce their risk with appropriate 
protective gear. Activists could also 
decrease their exposure through liti- 
gation or nonviolent direct action 
against the manufacturers. Armed 
with the PSR-LA and other reports, 
some may seek to prohibit the use of 
chemical weapons. And still others 
may choose to work with the Black 
Cross Health Collective or with Medi- 
cine for Activists Seeking Health and 
Healing to provide health care for 
activists and to pursue clinical trials of 
medicine for the prevention and treat- 
ment of such injuries. Some activ- 
ists— fully informed of the risks— may 
be moved to intensify their resistance 
to the corporate interests protected by 
the use of these weapons. 

Ki rk Murphy provides psychiatric care 
for transplant recipients and those un- 
dergoing intensive cancer treatments. 
He devotes his free time to working with 
activists opposed to the insane conse- 
quences of global capitalism. 
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by Midnight Special Law Collective 

As resistance to corporate and govern- 
ment policies has increased, cities across 
the US have been grappling with the 
issue of police brutality. Unfortunately, 
there are few ways to hold the police 
■o accountable. In some cities, people are 

1 organizing and creating civilian review 
■| boards where victims can file complaints 
4, against the police. 

2 Another way to hold police legally 
| accountable is through civil lawsuits, 
f. Recently, activists have had some suc- 
”* cess suing law enforcement agencies 

for violating their constitutional rights 
and other police misconduct. 

Why Document Injuries? 

If you've been beaten up by the po- 
lice, it's important to document your 


injuries even if you're not sure you'll do 
anything with the information. This 
simply means getting written and visual 
proof of injuries so that even after they've 
healed, you can show that they existed. 
Your chances of winning a criminal case 
or lawsuit are greater if you take time to 
document injuries properly. 

Having documentation of injuries is 
often important because after cops beat 
someone up, they will sometimes charge 
the victim with assaulting an officer. It's 
harder for a cop to prove he used the 
"minimum force necessary to subdue 
the perpetrator" if the "perpetrator" has 
photos of giant bruises on her neck. This 
can also be part of a campaign to prove 
what we've all known for years — that 
there's an epidemic of police brutality. 

How to Photograph Injuries 

The marks of severe injuries can 


disappear quickly. Without good pho- 
tos, you might lose evidence of police 
brutality. Generally, the darker your 
skin, the less your injuries will show 
up on film and the more important it 
is to follow these guidelines: 

• The better quality your camera and 
film are, the better your pictures will 
turn out. A regular 35mm camera is 
better than a disposable one, but if that's 
all you have, don't wait for a good 
camera before you start taking pictures. 

• Right after the incident, take a full 
roll of pictures of your injuries. 

• Don't rely on any individual pic- 
ture to show your injury. Take at least 
six pictures of each injury. 

• Keep a diary of who took each 
picture and when. 

• You should have a blank wall 
behind you in the pictures — with 


no clutter or personal items in the 
background. 

• Don't smile or frown in your pic- 
tures. Try to have a neutral expression. 
Also, don't flex your muscles or pose 
more than necessary to show injuries. 

• Take pictures every day or every 
other day to show how the wounds 
change. For example, bruises can take 
a few days to fully darken. Continue 
taking pictures of each injury for as 
long as you can see them. 

Shooting the Wounds 

The first picture should be of your 
whole body. After that, the photogra- 
pher should take a series of pictures as 
they move incrementally closer to the 
wound. This proves that you’re the 
injured person in the pictures, and 
you don't just have close-ups of some- 
one else's bruised arms. 




How to Document Your Injuries 


Take pictures as close as possible to 
the injury to show the most detail. Be 
aware of the limitations of your cam- 
era — it'll get fuzzier the closer you 
get, especially if it's disposable. For 
most cameras, three feet is usually a 
safe distance. 

If it's a small injury, it's even more 
important to get a good photograph. 
Try taking pictures from different 
angles, with different light (direct sun- 
light, indirect lighting and so forth). 

Don't use a flash when taking close- 
up pictures. Flashes and bright lights 
pointed directly on the injury tend to 
reflect off the skin. 

If it's a big injury, put a ruler next 
to it in one of the pictures to indicate 
the size. If you don't have a ruler, use 
something with a standard size, like 
a pen. 


Here are a few suggestions for get- 
ting good documentation from medi- 
cal professionals: 

Go to a doctor you can trust as soon 
as possible. If you can't afford one, 
local community organizations can 
often direct you to clinics that provide 
free treatment. 

It's important not to let doctors or 
medics rush you. If you feel safe, tell 
each nurse, doctor and technician 
about each of your injuries and how 
you got them. Ask them to write down 
your injuries in detail, especially seri- 
ous ones and those you can't photo- 
graph, like sprains, strains and broken 
noses or ribs. 

Ask to look at the medical report 
before you leave to make sure they've 
included all your injuries. Doctors see 
injuries all the time, and they might 


arrest report, property receipts, book- 
ing photos, etc.), as well as any docu- 
ments from hospitals or clinics. 

Photographing the Scene 

Many of the same rules for taking 
pictures of injuries apply to docu- 
menting the scene of the incident. 
Start by taking a panoramic photo of 
the surrounding area, then zoom in 
incrementally to where the incident 
happened. Make sure street signs, 
building numbers and other land- 
marks are in the picture to establish 
where it is. If it's outdoors, photo- 
graph during the day. If you can't, be 
aware that most flashes have a radius 
of only a few feet. 

If there's crucial evidence, like 
bloodstains on a wall, take photos 
from a variety of angles, distances and 



Talking to Doctors 

Reports from a doctor can be used 
as a record of the injuries that don't 
show up on film: torn muscles, con- 
cussions, etc. The good news is that 
a doctor's testimony is given a lot of 
weight by the courts and media, and 
it can really help your case. The bad 
news is that it can be risky going to 
the emergency room right after 
you've been injured by the police. 
Hospitals routinely turn in people 
who say they've been assaulted 
by the police, especially if you're 
poor or of color. 

You can take steps to keep your- 
self safe. If you have a potentially 
life-threatening injury, go to the 
closest hospital. If not, consider us- 
ing a hospital across town from the 
incident. If possible, go to a doctor 
you know. 


not rememberyours if they don't docu- 
ment them on the spot. 

If the doctor recommends follow-up 
appointments, it's important to go. 
This allows them to continue docu- 
menting your injuries. 

Other Evidence 

Keep a detailed diary of your inju- 
ries. Many effects of injuries don't 
show up for days or weeks. Write down 
how your injuries feel, any new aches 
or pains, any new problems, how you 
have been affected emotionally and 
any days of missed work. 

Keep evidence! For example, if you 
have bloody clothes, put them in a 
garbage bag and store them in a 
freezer. Same goes for rubber bullets 
or tear gas canisters. 

Also hold onto all paperwork you 
get from the cops or the court (e.g. 


lighting. This will help your chances 
of having at least one good picture. 

Finally, sketch a birds-eye view of 
the scene. This will help other people 
understand what happened and help 
you keep your story straight. 

Shooting the Protest 

If you are organizing an event where 
you expect a police presence, inviting 
the media and legal observers helps to 
deter and document police violence. 
In addition to keeping people safe, 
legal observers can also be crucial for 
criminal defense and civil actions. 

For more information, visit 
www.MidnightSpecial.net. 

The Midnight Special Law Collective 
provides legal trainings and accessible, 
relevant, democratic and accountable le- 
gal support to a wide range of activists 
working for social change. 
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Until Every Last Prison Burns... 


BY N. ClNDIARY 

What is the Anarchist 
Black Cross? 

The Anarchist Black 
Cross (ABC) seeks to be 
a broad, nonsectarian 
movement comprised of 
autonomous groups 
who unite around the 
common goals of politi- 
cal prisoner support and 
prison abolition. The 
ABC considers prisoner 
involvement as vital in 
decision-making. 


ABC Defense Work 

ABC organizations 
exist to bring attention 
to and defend both po- 
litical prisoners and so- 
cial prisoners (those 
who get politicized in- 
side prison). 

Defense work involves 
meeting the needs of prisoners who 
experience daily oppression in prison 
by police, other prisoners or courts. It 
includes organizing correspondence 
and visitations, as well as responding 
to prisoners' legal, emergency, and fi- 
nancial needs. Well-organized ABC 
groups are needed to defend prisoners 
who continue activist work inside and 
to expose the conditions that go on 
there, such as beatings, exploitation 
and sex slavery. 

ABC Freedom Work 

The ABC ultimately works for the 
abolition — not reform — of prisons. 
The ABC realizes that prisons do not 
decrease crime. Rather, they function 
as a means of social control by the 
government to maintain this racist 
and ecocidal system. 

Freedom work directly challenges 
the existence of prisons. This work 
includes publicizing the cases of po- 
litical prisoners, demanding their 
release, assisting in their parole, orga- 
nizing street demonstrations, doing 
education work and linking up the 
struggle with other groups. 


The ABC Network Conference 

On July 26-28, former political prisoners, anarchists, anti-prison and anti- 
police activists gathered in Austin, Texas, to network around issues of prisoner 
support, prison abolition and anti-authoritarian struggle. 
The conference saw the formation of the ABC Network 
this Summer to address splits in political and personal 
differences within the ABC Federation, which had formed 
during the first ABC conference in 1994. 

There were workshops on political prisoners in the 
Northwest, Immigration and Naturalization Services (INS) 
detention centers, the how to's of prisoner support, health 
care in prisons and more. 

Speakers included Lorenzo Komboa Ervin, a longtime 
revolutionary and former anarchist political prisoner who 
has been a driving force behind the ABC in the US and 
Ernesto Aguilar, a Chicano anarchist and ABC organizer. 
They emphasized the need for the ABC to create a move- 
ment that is militant and grounded in communities of 
color. Ervin pointed out, "You can't talk about prisons 
without talking about race. In the US, we are experiencing 
a mass incarceration of people of color." 

People of color are systematically targeted by police to 
remain a "criminal class" — an absolute necessity in a 
capitalist order where wealth cannot exist without gross 
poverty and exploitation of both people and the Earth. 

A workshop on women in prison explained that in the 
last 10 years, the incarceration rate of women has increased by 800 percent. 

Chris Plummer of Austin ABC spoke about his experiences as an anarchist 
political prisoner. He emphasized the necessity of defense work in revolution- 
ary movements that engage in direct action. 

Austin ABC has calculated that it would take $16,500 a month to provide the 
most basic monetary support — 20 or 30 dollars for the estimated 150 political and 
800 social prisoners in the US. During his talk, Plummer reminded us that, "If every 
anarchist or person who supports direct action just bought one less beer a week, 
we'd have that in no time!" Given that dismal reality, he wondered dejectedly, "Is 
there a sense of responsibility to our politics?" Let's prove that there is. 


“It’s not up 
to the state 
when Free 
and Critter 
are getting 
out; it’s up 
to us.” 

— Lorenzo 
Komboa Ervin 


Earth First! Can't Fight Alone 

In the radical environmental movement and other struggles for justice, 
government repression will only increase as our movements grow stronger and 
our tactics continue to threaten business as usual. This should come as no 
surprise. From Fred Hampton to the MOVE 9, from Judi Bari to Free and Critter, 
we have seen the state neutralize and destroy radical movements by terrorizing, 
locking up and even murdering some of a movement's most dedicated fighters. 

If our numbers are small, if we are isolated from a strong mass base of 
support, and especially if we are unable to support our prisoners while 
fighting back, then our movements will be crushed in a matter of months. 

Bringing down this police state is absolutely essential for our survival as 
individuals and as a movement that aims to stop the slaughter, enslavement 
and sale of the Earth. We need to develop a network of resistance so that the 
police can't just come and drag any of us away. 

Those who make revolutions halfway only dig their own graves. All 
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vital that we expand our focus of resistance. From the 
forests, to the cell blocks, to the city streets, we must 
link our struggles and rise up! 

Prisons serve as a tool to control movements for social 
change, and they maintain the status quo. When people 
revolt, prison sentences and state executions restore the 
type of order necessary to create profits and an illusion 
of security for rich, First World people to enjoy. 

We cannot confront capitalist and state policies that 
kill the Earth and exploit people without the participa- 
tion of people of color. The majority of prison popula- 
tions are people of color. On the outside, they are likely 
to be subject to environmental racism in their neighbor- 
hoods and at their jobs. These people are pissed, and it's 
up to us to learn from them and work with them if we 
want to become a broader-based, more effective and 
ultimately unimprisonable Earth First!. Like Komboa 
Ervin said, "It's not up to the State when Free and Critter 
get out; it's up to us.” 

We need to grow roots so that when someone is 
arrested for an ELF action, people outside the environ- 
mental movement will care. We need to create a move- 
ment where, in the words of Free, "When the feds come 
to arrest someone for an ELF action, thousands of 
people will claim responsibility." 

Such a movement can only exist if EFlers form alliances 
with other communities who come under police fire. 


ABC Organizer and Former Anarchist 
Political Prisoner Needs Support 

Chris Plummer, a former anarchist political pris- 
oner, was released from prison in January after 
spending almost a decade there for raiding a neo- 
Nazi house and burning their propaganda. Since 
his release, he has been actively organizing with 
the ABC against prisons and police, but now he 
might be sent back to prison. 

Plummer, who is on parole, was reporting for 
Austin Indymedia at a conference put on by the 
Texas Department of Criminaljustice (TDCJ). It was 
billed as a "forum for the exchange of information 
between families and prison officials." He was inter- 
viewing families and speakers when he was told by 
TDCJ authorities to "stop asking questions." 

Later that day, TDCJ officials followed Plummer 
outside after he asked a question during a talk, and 
then arrested him when he refused to show iden- 
tification. This incident could be used to revoke 
his parole and send him back to prison. 

Plummer's friends and family are trying to raise 
money for legal assistance. For more information, 
contact Chris Plummer, POB 1324, Austin, TX, 
78767; txuaf@yahoo.com. 


around us, a war is being waged against the Earth, so we 
must continue to engage in direct action. 

Therefore we absolutely must work to keep ourselves 
out of prisons and to destroy them! It is critical that we 
support and work with those who are imprisoned for 
defending the Earth. Their condition — freed by popu- 
lar demand, or ignored and forgotten — reflects the 
strengths or failings of the EF! movement. 

We fight for the whole Earth and not just for the 
preservation of pockets here and there. So, we must not 
allow Earth First! and Earth Liberation Front (ELF) 
actions to be isolated from other movements for justice 
and to be dismissed as a "white rights movement." It is 


Getting involved in ABC 

Even if you can't take on a long-term commitment, 
there's plenty you can do. Fundraisers and educational 
events are always needed. Correspondence with prisoners is 
another important, easy and rewarding thing that everyone 
can do (see EF!f December-January 2002). Of course, every 
town and city needs its own ABC group. If you're serious, 
start or join up with one. 

ABC groups need to fill specific niches in their regions and 
form alliances with existing anti-police and anti-prison 
organizations. There are currently more than two million 
people imprisoned in the US and close to six million people 
under state supervision. We must begin working with them 
to build creative resistance. 

S Prisons are the state's primary 
I means of destroying the potential of 
* I radical movements. We must build a 

movement that is capable of staying 
free to fight the destruction of the 
Earth. Ultimately — whether it's a life 
sentence in prison or an ecological 
holocaust — it is nothing less than 
our lives at stake. 

Information about the Anarchist 
Black Cross Federation can be found 
at www.abcf.net. 

For more information about the 
Anarchist Black Cross Network, con- 
tact Austin ABC, POB 19733, Austin, 
TX 78760; austinabcn@yahoo.com; 
www.anarchistblackcross.org. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle 

|U >ar ,*• 



Support them! 


Ecodefense 

• Dr. Yuri Bandazhevsky, Ul. 
Kalvarijskaya 36, POB 35K, Minsk 
220600, Belarus. Serving eight years for 
telling the world that the nuclear radia- 
tion around Chernobyl is worse than 
what the government had reported. 

•Marco Camenish, Hornlistrasse 55, 
8330 Pfaffikon, Switzerland. Extradited 
to Switzerland to serve 10 years for 
destroying nuclear facility powerlines 
in the 1970s and '80s. 

• Inaki Garcia Koch, Carcel de 
Pamplona, C/San Roque, Apdo. 
250,3 1080 — Irunez— Pamplona, 
Navarra, Spain. Serving five years for 
sabotaging a dam construction site. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, 
OSP, 2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, 
USA. Serving 22 years and eight 
months for arson at a car dealership. 

•Craig "Critter” Marshall, 
#13797662, SRCI, 777 Stanton Blvd, 
Ontario, OR 979 1 4, USA. Serving five- 
and-a-half years for conspiracy to 
commit arson and possession of in- 
cendiary devices to torch SUVs. 

•Grigory Pasko, Russian Federation 
690 100, g. Vladivostok, ul. Ivanovskaya 
2, kv 24. Russian eco-journalist serving 
four years for exposing the Russian 
Navy's dumping of nuclear waste. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC 
Carswell, POB 27137, Fort Worth, TX 
76127, USA. Serving 27 years for dis- 
arming a Minuteman II missile silo 


with a jackhammer, mailing warning 
letters to officials with bullets inside, 
robbing a bank and burning the money. 

Animal Liberation 
•Neil Bartlett, FW7083, HMP The 
Verne, Portland, Dorset, DT5 1EQ, En- 
gland. Serving four years for Earth and 
animal liberation bomb hoaxes. 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP Bir- 
mingham, B18 4AS, England. Serving 
three years for assaulting the managing 
director of Huntingdon Life Sciences. 
Also serving 1 8 months for rescuing 600 
guinea pigs from a lab supplier. 

•Rae Newlands, GN6613, HMP Win- 
chester, Romsey Rd, Winchester, S022 
5DF, England. Serving four-and-a-half 
years for harassment of Huntingdon 
Life Sciences' shareholders. 

•Peter Schnell, #99476-111, FCI 
Otisville, POB 1000, Otisville, NY 
10963, USA. Serving 14 months for 
assembling incendiary devices with 
the intent to later target dairy trucks. 

•Geert Waegemans, Gevangenis 
Hoogstraten, Gelnelstraat 131,2320 
Hoogstraten, Belgium. Serving four 
years for attempted arson. 

•Matthew Whyte, #99477-1 1 1, TCI, 
POB 7001, Taft, CA 93268, USA. Serv- 
ing 24 months for same action as 
Peter Schnell. 

Anti-Globalization 

•Rob Middaugh, #6859467, POB 


5000, Delano, CA 93216-5000, USA. 
Serving three years for his involve- 
ment in the Mayday 2001 Reclaim 
the Streets celebrations in Long 
Beach, California. 

•Summer Nelson, 700 10th St, Co- 
lumbus, GA 31901-2899, USA. Serv- 
ing three months for a School of the 
Americas demonstration. Summer is 
active with Wild Rockies EF! and the 
Buffalo Field Campaign. 

•Robert Thaxton, #12112716, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
Serving a seven-year mandatory mini- 
mum sentence for throwing a rock at 
a cop at a 1999 Eugene, Oregon, Re- 
claim the Streets protest. 

Indigenous 

•Eric Wildcat Hall, #BL-5355, Unit 
I/A 10745 Rt 18, Albion, PA 16475- 
0002, USA. Serving 35-75 years for 
helping ship arms to Central Ameri- 
can indigenous activists. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 
1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA. 
An American Indian Movement activ- 
ist, Leonard is serving life in prison 
after being framed for the murder of 
two FBI agents during the Pine Ridge 
siege in 1975. 

MOVE 

The “ MOVE 9," members of an eco- 
revolutionary group, were framed for the 
murder of a cop and sentenced to 30 to 
100 years each. Although many of the 
MOVE prisoners are listed together, they 
must be written to separately. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, 
Janet Holloway Africa, #006308 and 
Janine Philips Africa, #006309, SCI 
Cambridge Springs, 451 Fullerton 
Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 16403- 
1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973 and 
Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 
19426-0244, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Road, 
Frackville, PA 17931, USA. 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984 
and Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, 
SCI Dallas, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 
18612, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Mumia, a politically 
active journalist, was framed for the 
murder of a cop in 1981. 
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Jailed for Justice: A Woman’s Guide 


by Brian Burch 

Jailed for Justice: A Woman's Guide to Federal Prison 
Camp, by Clare Hanrahan, Brave Ulysses Books, 2002. 

The US is a country where you can be imprisoned for 
handing out leaflets, crossing an artificial boundary on public 
lands or speaking out for peace and justice. Clare Hanrahan is 
one of the many people who have been imprisoned in the US 
in recent times. She was sentenced to six months in federal 
prison for participating in a protest opposing the School of the 
Americas (SOA), a place where Latin American police and 
military are trained by the US to quash dissent in their home countries. 

More than 1,000 people crossed the line onto US military property on 
November 17, 2001, in Fort Benning, Georgia. Hanrahan, who had been arrested 
in previous years for trespassing, was one of the 26 protesters who were arbitrarily 
chosen from a larger group and convicted for illegal reentry. 

Jailed for Justice is the story of trying to maintain dignity and power in a system 
designed to create isolation, humiliation and helplessness in prisoners. Based 
on her experiences in Federal Prison Camp Alderson, Hanrahan offers practical 
information about prison and what to expect for women who face similar 
sentences in the US. This book deals with everything from strip searches and 
meals, to relationships with other prisoners and pre-release planning. The 
advice is straightforward, and it openly deals with some difficult areas without 
overwhelming the reader. 

Much of Hanrahan's prison experiences are similar to that of other women in 
a federal prison. She covers dietary concerns and the lack of consistent, quality 
medical care. The ongoing threat of sexual harassment from male guards is a 
reality that we on the outside need to help address. There is also specific advice 
for activists and their supporters, including information on visits, correspon- 
dence and release. 

With increasingly harsh penalties for nonviolent civil disobedience, more 
protesters of government policies will end up in prison. Activists, and especially 
women in the US, should read this book. It is an encouragement to live an 
effective life of resistance. It will help readers in activist communities stay 
strong in resisting war and injustice, even in the face of state oppression. 

To order Jailed for Justice, send a check or money order for $12 to Clare 
Hanrahan, POB 7641, Asheville, NC 28802. 

Brian Burch is a Toronto-based activist, writer and nonviolence trainer. 


JAILED 

for 


JUSTICE 



A Woman's Gtti4e 
to Federal Prison Camp 



"Sometimes prison becomes the price 
we pay for placing the laws of nature 
above those of corrupt governments. If 
we're fortunate enough to not yet be 
making that sacrifice, then we most 
certainly have an obligation to support 
those who are." 

— Former ALF prisoner Rod Coronado 


Prisoner Updates 

•Jose Bove was released. 

•Andy Stepanian was released. 
•Sarah Roberts was released from 
prison after 10 days, following public 
outcry over the lack of vegan food 
available to her. She is currently under 
house arrest. 


•Emma "Pitch" Murphy was released 
on July 27 but was soon re-arrested for 
conspiracy and inciting a riot while 
outside the jail where Borg Timber Sale 
blockaders were being held. Another 
woman, Tortoise, is also facing the same 
charges. There was not room in the jail 
for either of them, so they were released. 


Imprisonment is the 
Antipathy to Life 


EPICUREAN 

SIMPLICITY 


EPH.K'F MIllS 



by Stephanie Mills 


When he told me 
he had been incar- 
cerated in varying 
degrees of security 
for "a lot of years," I 
was taken aback. 

"I never hurt any- 
body," he said, "I just kept running 
away." He was reticent but told his 
story with urgency. He described the 
sterile, nightmarish prisons, the per- 
verse logic of ever-stricter punishment 
and the mental cruelty of some of the 
sanctions he'd been subjected to, such 
as being forbidden to talk with any- 
one. Clearly, the real horror of impris- 
onment is the utter antipathy to life, 
to anything uncontrolled, in those 
stark penitentiaries. 

Finally, the blue-eyed man said, 
he'd regained his freedom. To reha- 
bilitate himself, he took to the High 
Sierra. He hiked and hiked and, he 
said, let nature "straighten him out." 
What he wanted to impress on me 
was that Life had sustained and re- 
deemed his life. Even the common- 
est embodiment of wildness — a jay, a 
house sparrow, a dandelion — might 
be some captive soul’s only tie to the 
larger world of free nature. 

The tale and the teller were one 
fierce teaching that nature heals and 
transforms, that in wildness, as 
Thoreau declared, is the preservation 
of the world. Prison, the quintessen- 
tial human-made milieu, strives for 
security and conduces to paranoia; 
the prisoning mentality pervades our 
institutions. To be limited only to 
human example and human com- 
panionship, locked up in buildings 
and entirely regimented would be a 
death in life. 

Excerpted from Epicurean Simplic- 
ity, Island Press/Shearwater Books, 2002. 


•Kate Simpson, #GN8957 and Sarah 
Gisborne, #HR4337, HMP Highpoint, 
Strddishall, Newmarket, Suffolk, CB8 
9YG, England. Madeline Backler, 
#HR4338, HMP&YOl Bullowood Hall, 
Hockley, Essex, SS5 4TE, England. Sen- 
tenced to one year for burglary in con- 
nection with Huntingdon Life Sciences. 


September-October 2002 Earth First! Page 57 




announcements 



Second National People of Color 
Environmental Leadership Summit 
October 23-27 • Washington, DC 


McDonald s Workers’ Resistance 


Action for Nuclear Abolition 
October 5-1 5 
Nevada Nuclear Test Site 


In 1991, more than 1,000 national and international 
environmental activists gathered at the first summit, at 
which the environmental justice movement was born. In 
October, people are gathering to assess the progress made 
since 1991 and to develop future strategies. 

Issues to be addressed include: lead poisoning, toxins, 
environmental racism, biopiracy, pesticides, transporta- 
tion, air pollution, land use, development, human genet- 
ics, smart growth, cancer alleys, brownfields, food 
quality, environmental health, globalization, waterfront 
development, deforestation, regu- 
Jm latory enforcement, citizen par- 

H For more information, con- 

Jm A f tact Zenaida Mendez, project 

coordinator, Second NPCELS, 
310 8th St, $ te 100, Oakland, 
WKW CA 94607; (510) 267-1881; 

Wm EJSummit2@aol.com; www.ejfund.org. 


Events include the Peoples' Nuclear Abolition Sum- 
mit, Family Spirit Walk for Mother Earth, Indigenous 
Peoples' Day, Unchained Reaction Anti-Nuclear Dance 
Party, as well as a Nonviolent Direct Action Camp. 

For more information, contact the Shundahai Net- 
work, (800) 471-473 7; shundahai@shundahai.org; 
www.actionfornuclearabolition.org; 
www.greenjon.com/unchained. 


Dnvergence Against Gfi 

Neiman Marcus /' 

Beverly Hills, California fM 

Join human rights, animal rights, environmental and anti- 
consumer activists in taking over the fashion center of the US — Kyra 
Beverly Hills. The target: Neiman Marcus. 

Neiman Marcus claims to be a socially responsible department store, yet it 
contributes to the suffering and killing of 40 million animals every year by 
continuing to sell and promote fur. Neiman Marcus touts itself as a respect- 
able fashion leader, but the reality is that as many as 200 animals dying slow 
and painful deaths for one fur coat is not so glamorous. 

For more information, visit www.neimancarcass.com. 


McDonald’s Workers’ 
Resistance 

October 1 6 • Global Day of 
Action Against McDonald’s 

It took generations of struggle for 
workers to win the right to orga- 
nize, yet McDonald's is notorious 


Close the School of 
the Americas 
November 1 5-1 7 
Columbus, Georgia 


often illegal attempts to keep work- 
ers from unionizing. 

People are fighting back. On Oc- 
tober 16, McDonald's workers and 
others around the world will unite 
in a global day of action against 
McDonald's. A noticeable dent will 
be made into McDonald's profits. 

For more information, visit 
mwr.org.uk. 


Protest against the training camp where the 
most notorious of Latin America's dictators, death 
squads and human rights abusers are educated by 
the US government. 

For more information, visit www.soaw.org. 
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►'lr / woria Dank rrotest 
September 25-29 
Washington, DC 

People who believe in a just, democratic, biologically 
and culturally diverse world are uniting to form an "Eco- 
Bloc" at the IMF/World Bank mobilization in Washing- 
ton, DC. 

No longer can our society afford to look at the symp- 
toms of ecological collapse individually or in isolation of 
each other. This is a call to stand united with a movement 
that prioritizes the voices of those most impacted by 
ecological destruction — the two to three billion people 
engaged in subsistence agriculture, indigenous and Earth- 
centered cultures, future generations and everyone who 
aspires to live in balance with the abundant diversity of 
life on planet Earth. 

The Eco-Bloc is a nonviolent, autonomous space for 
people, affinity groups and organizations to self-organize 
around clear, holistic Earth-centered messages. Wear 
green, bring Earth banners with ecological slogans or 
dress as your favorite species or ecosystem. Bring your 
creativity and clear media-sawy messages to resist corpo- 
rate mle by affirming the diversity of life and hope for 
future generations. 

To help organize the Eco-Bloc in Washington, DC, and 
future events, contact eco-bloc@riseup.net. 


SCHOOL for 

DESIGNING 

A SOCIETY 

JANUARY 5-APRIL 28 

URBANA, ILLINOIS 

The School for Design- 
ing a Society (SDAS) is a 
project of teachers, perform- 
ers, poets and activists. It is an 

ongoing experiment in making a temporary living en- 
vironment where the question, "What would I consider 
a desirable society?" is discussed. 

Rather than resign to finding a comfy spot in an 
otherwise undesirable social system, students at SDAS 
spend time with others imagining and designing a 
system they would prefer. Tuition is $1,000, but need- 
based scholarships are available. 

For more information, contact SDAS, POB 5043, Sta- 
tion A, Champaign, IL 61825; (217) 367-2804; 
www.designingsociety.org. 



An Invitation to the 
Continental Bioregional Congress 
October 7-1 3 • Flint Hills, Kansas 

Bioregionalism values the local and the regional, and 
it sees the revitalization of places, people and local 
cultures as the only sure way of healing ourselves, our 
culture and the planet. 

To renew the energy of the bioregional movement and 
expand its influence, the Continental Bioregional Con- 
gress on the Prairie will bring together people of diverse 
ages, backgrounds, heritages and places to create a learning 
village that demonstrates consensus building, diversity, 
ecological innovation, sense of place and sustainability. 
The congress, held at Camp Wood in the heart of the Flint 
Hills, will generate transformative, con- 
tinent-wide plans for ecological res- 
toration, as well as a clearer vision of 
living in democractic, ecologically 
sound communities. 

For more information, contact the 
Kansas Area Watershed Council, Box 
1512, Lawrence, KS 66044; (785) 843- 
0253; carynken@mindspring.com. 



Columbus Day celebrates a culture of 
domination and genocide, a culture’s 
war against womyn and people of color 
and the systematic annihilation of all 
things wild. 

In October, the anti-capitalist, anti-imperialist, 
anti-colonialist, anti-authoritarian, anti-patriarchy 
and anti-racist iviov'e-nie-nt; will come toother 
and fa fee- to the streets of Oenver to put an 
e-nd to this madness. 


COUJM^JS PAY 9009 

www.traiisfomfcolumlJusflay.org ^ W Mm 




END COLUMBUS DAY 

October 10-13 denver. 
Colorado 


October 10-11: Networking, workshop training, 
and preparation for the march. 

October 12: All Nation? toi/r PirectionS March to 
end Cohmbvs Pay 
October ly. Oelebrat\on\ 


510 years is enough! Columbus Day started 
in Colorado, and it will end in Colorado! 
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The Environmental 
Justice Reader 

edited by JONI ADAMSON, 

MEI MEI EVANS & RACHEL STEIN 

Focusing on grassroots movements around the 
world, this book examines environmental justice 
in its social, economic, political, and cultural 
dimensions, with special attention paid to race, 
gender, and class inequality, 

$21.95 paper, ai bookstores n aw or from 

The University of Arizona Press 

1-800-426-3797 • www.uapress.arizona.edu 



ASHEVILLE GLOBAL REPORT 

! **■ 'i ■■ ■ 

Subscriptions: $40/yr. (52 issues) 


or $25/6 mo. (26 issues) 

% If; ll 

•• Hhr W - *: 

Or return this coupon for a 


free sample issue 


Asheville Global Report 

1HH 4 >„ 

PO Box 1504, Asheville, NC 28802 

llji ISg 

Name: 

Address: 




; - magazine 

you have no idea 

what you're missing. 

find out now ... 
subscribe for $18 to receive 
six issues of Clamor Magazine 
PO Box 1225 

Bowling Green, OH 43402 

view archives and subscribe online: 

wwwclamormagazine.org 


links compatible, socially conscious 
singles who care about 
the Earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • AH Ages 
Straight/Gay • Since 1984 

FREE SAMPLE 

<*> Box 444-EF, Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
® 413-445-6309 
www.concernedsingles.com 


You Make the Call! 

Support the Earth First! Journal with every long-distance 
call you make. Sign up for Affinity Long Distance and 
get top-quality service, competitive rates and the satis- 

g faction of knowing that five 

percent of your bill goes to 
. this enviro-rag each 

* ~~W \ month. To sign up, con- 

* tact (510) 644-2778; 

^ Steve@IntemetAddress.com. 
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Center 

FOR 

Bioloc 




IOLOGICAL 

Diversity 


Protecting endangered species and wild places through 
science, policy, education and environmental law. 

WWW.BIOLOGICALDIVERSITY.ORG 

P.O. Box 710, Tucson, AZ 85702-0710 
(520) 623-5252 


sweatshop 

protest 


who said being green 
has to be dull? 



sanfrancisco concourse exhibition center 

www.ticketweb.com 

greenfestivals.com Ef tcic'ET BH51 


greenfestivals.com ft tcket CB3 

? y , ^ — j . - - - Q — — $&Nrw Dimensions Foundation ■ 

Graduate School and. Re teorch Center ‘V 

ta t o r> a i (51 E<r<H/*iK6f Co-op America Exioneers 
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rnal reader survey 

you think. Be honest. J 


The Journal collective wants X your feedback. Please take a moment and let us know what you think. Be honest. 


Do you find the content of the Journal: 

□ Inspires you to take action 

□ Makes you feel part of a movement 

□ Not radical enough 

□ Too simplistic 

□ Over your head 

□ Disempowering 

What would you like to read more of? 

□ Action alerts 

□ Book/music reviews 

□ Environmental justice struggles 

□ Fiction 

□ Heated controversy 

□ Humor 

□ Interviews 

□ Monkeywrenching tips 

□ Philosophical discussion 

□ Poetry 

□ Science/nature-based writing 

□ Strategy 

□ Other: 

What do you want to see less of? 

□ Action alerts 

□ Book/music reviews 

□ Environmental justice struggles 

□ Fiction 

□ Heated controversy 

□ Humor 

□ Interviews 

□ Monkeywrenching tips 

□ Philosophical discussion 

□ Poetry 

□ Science/nature-based writing 

□ Strategy 

□ Other: 

What are your favorite sections? _ 


What is the one thing you hate the most in 
the Journal ? 


If the Journal printed more feature sections, 
what sort of in-depth themes would you 
like to see covered? ; 


What can we do to help make the Journal 
a better organizing tool? 


When you pick up a new issue of the 
Journal, how much of it do you read? 

□ Cover to cover; I can't put it down 

□ I make my way through almost 
everything, but it takes time 

□ I usually flip through it quickly to see 
what is happening, then read a few 
select articles 

□ I'd read more if it was edited better 

□ Not much; I'm too busy 

□ Little; the content doesn't excite me 

Are the articles too long? 

□ Overall, I think they are just right 

□ No, you should give an issue the space 
it warrants; length doesn't matter 

□ Yes, I just want the facts, ma'am 

How would you rate the performance of 
the current Journal collective? 

□ Excellent 

□ Better than average 

□ More or less alright 

□ Overworked; take a day off 

□ Downright abysmal 


What other publications do you read? 


Are you a subscriber to the EF! Journal ? 
□ Yes □ No 

If no, why not? 


When did you start reading the Journal ? 


Are you: 

□ Female □ Male 

How old are you? 

□ < than 18 □ 36-45 

□ 19-25 □ 46-55 

□ 26-35 □ 56 or older 

What ethnicity are you? 

□ Person of Color 

□ White 

What else do you want to tell us: 


Do you know someone who would be 
interested in reading the Journal! We'd 
love to send them a free sample. 

Name 

Address 

City 

State, Zip+4 

Mail completed survey to EF! Journal, 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702-3023. 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


City, State, Zip+4. 


ime O $500 Lifetime Subscription Q $40 Surface Mail, International 

Address O $30 Regular Rate ($25 low income) O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

O $40 First Class O $50 Air Mail, International 

ty, State, Zip+4 O $40 Anonymous Envelope (US $, no foreign checks) 

1. Country o $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ DONATION 

nail O Send me a free 20th anniversary issue of the Journal with my subscription 

Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions Credit Card Orders circle one: Visa / MC 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 # Exp. date 


circle one: Visa / MC 
Exp. date 


.Country. 


Credit Card Orders 
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Earth First! Directory 


ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Flagstaff Activist Network 
POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
(928) 213-9507; flagact@infomagic.net 
Phoenix EF! 

POB 5564, Phoenix, AZ 85010-5564 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
az earth_first@hotmail.com 
CALIFORNIA 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio 
POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
Slingshot 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 93107 
(707) 523-1229 
COLORADO 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 

W'ilderness Defense 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435-0101 

FLORIDA 

Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
Lake Worthless EF! 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 547-6686; littleprincel@juno.com 

Gainesville/lchetucknee EF! 

c/o CMC, 1021 W University Ave, 

Gainesville, FL 32601 

(352) 373-0010 

Stone Soup Collective 

1020 S Orange Ave, Orlando, FL 32806 

(407) 999-7700 

GEORGIA 

Katiiah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 

foothills@katuah.org 

HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 
ILLINOIS 

Autonomous Zone 

1573 N Milwaukee PMB 420, Chicago, 

IL 60622; azone@azone.org 

Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 
(773) 258-0575; friends@enteract.com 
Shawnee EF! 


913 S Illinois Ave, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387; harvest827@aol.com 
The Brokedowns/Elgin Food Not Bombs 
308 South St #15, Elgin, IL 60123 
(847) 931-9054; 

thebrokedowns@thebrokedowns.com 

INDIANA 

Boxcar Books and Commmunity Center 

310A S Washington St, Bloomington, 

IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
Kekionga EF! 

1015 W Creighton St, Fort Wayne, IN 46807 
Solidarity Books 

860 Virginia Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46203 
(317) 822-8004; solidaritybooks@yahoo.com 
KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
(913) 461-8583 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

5089 Fox Hill Rd, Athens, ME 04912 

MARYLAND 

Two Rivers EF! 

tworiversef@doityourself . com 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St, Apt 31, 

Boston, MA 02215 
(617) 859-8155 

Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 

c/o Berstein Bookstore, POB 43, Lawrence, 

MA, 01642 

(978) 688-3569; lgi@igc.org 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

MICHIGAN 

Lost Cause Collective 

POB 237, Marquette, MI 49855 

(906) 228-7074; 

lostcausecollective@hotmail.com 

Popular Power 

POB 374, Traverse City, MI 4968S 

MINNESOTA 

Boundary Waters EF! 

7908 Minnetonka Blvd, St. Inuis Park, MN 55426 
(612) 719-7000; smgbecker@aol.com 
Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 580407, South St. Paul, MN 55075 
(612) 362-3387 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 
(612) 4S0-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Loon Antics EF! 

POB 666, Cass Lake, MN 56633 

wanderingaia@onebox.com 

MISSOURI 

Confluence/St. Louis IMC 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-0322 

Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205 

(573) 443-6832 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mtn. Grove, MO 65711 
MONTANA 

Wild Rockies EF !/ Wild Rockies Review 
POB 1742, Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 549-8863; wref@wildrockies.org 


Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

205 N Mears, Chadron, NE 69337 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 

NEW IERSEY 

Green Vigilance 

46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 452, Las Vegas, NM 87701 

NEW YORK 

Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY 13902-6000 

(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 

Project Harmony 

216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

Wetlands Preserve 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(212) 947-7744; 

adam@wetlands-preserve.org 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Croatan EF! 

POB 872, Moyock, NC 27958 

Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0847; 
katuah@buncomb.main.nc.us 
Mountain Eco-Collective 
Warren Wilson College, CPO Box #6238, 
POB 9000, Asheville, NC 28815 
Rustic Revolt 

112 Barricuda St, Moyock, NC 27958 
(252) 662-2878 
Uwharrie Earth First! 

POB 561, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
(919) 942-5205; bisonl2@wildmail.com 
NORTH DAKOTA 

Unci Maka Uonihanpo (Honor Mother Earth) 
POB 29, Ft. Yates, ND 58538 
treeeyes@westriv.com 
OHIO 

Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott, Athens, OH 4S701 

horae@frognet.net 

OREGON 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project/ 

End Corporate Dominance Project 
HCK 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; cfa@spiritone.com 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@tao.ca 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 1S217 
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Antoinette Dwinga 


INTERNATIONAL 

Website at www.eco-action.org/et7 


POB 495, Carnegie, PA 15106 


IN D I A 

Anand Skaria 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25455 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya i.ok, POB 229 Patna-800001 
1SKAF.L 

Green Action Israel 
POB 4611, Tel-Aviv, 61046 
972 (0) 3 516 2349 
THE NETHERLANDS 
Groenfronti 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
tel/fax 3 1 -84-86660 1 8; groenfr@dds.nl 


Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 

POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 

(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 

Katuah EFl/River Faction 

2131 Riverside Dr, Knoxville, TN 37915 

zorgonus@yahoo.com 

Wild Tennessee EF! 

WildTennessee@aoI.com 

TEXAS 

Dallas EF! 

POB 820872, Dallas, TX 75382 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1 Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Houston EF! 

PMB 413, 1302 Waugh Dr, Houston, TX 77019 

■UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 
VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 


AUSTRALIA 
EF! Australia 

POB 1059, Maleney, Qld 4552 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

c/o Canopv, 7 Verge Rd, Callala Beach, 

NSW, 2540 

(61) 2-44-466-477 

CANADA 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 
Elaho EF! 

(604) 682-3269 x.6144; elaho@law.com 


EF! Philippines 

44-20 Elenita Heights, Mintal, Davao City, 8000 
POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 
U. Jasna 17, 43-360 Bystra 
tel/fax 48-33-817-14-68; 
wapienica@pnrwi.most.org.pl 
In Defense of the Earth 
Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 
"W Obronieziemi" Dominika Baryla 
ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 91-038, Lodz 
48-42-653-38-16; goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 
RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000 

(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 14, Nizhn| Novgorod, 603082 

(8312) 34-32-80 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow, G4 9AB 
44 (0) 41 636 1924 
Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South St, St. Andrews, Fife, KYI 6 9Q 
01334-477411 


EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curacao, 

Netherlands Antilles 

599-9-4616256 (fax); falcone@fiberia.com 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@volny.cz 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10 

(420) 2-7481-0849; 2-7481-6727 (fax); 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talmah Glas (Green Earth) 

54 Avora Park, Howth, Co Dublin, Ireland 
353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com 


Blue Ridge EF! 

POB 1891, Charlottesville, VA 22903 
(434) 971-1553 


Direct Action Network 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 

Olympia EF!/Cascadia Defense Network 

POB 1 1426, Olympia, WA 98508 

wildcascadia@yahoo.com 

Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
(206) 568-7110; sea-ef@scn.org 
Shuksan Direct Action 
POB 1327, Bellingham, WA 98227 
shuksandirect@hotmail.com 


More than 30 Earth First! and radical ecological 
direct action groups exist in the "United Kingdom. " 
Theie are also a number of other amrchist/revolu- 
tionary groups and projects. For a list or for general 
news from the UK, contact: 

Do or Die 

c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury PI, Brighton, East 

Sussex, BN2 2GY 

doordtp@yahoo.co.uk 

EF! Action Update 

POB 487, Norwich, NR2 3AL, 

0160- 3219811 ; efactionupdate@bigfoot.com 
Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds. LS7 3HB 
01 13-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept. 29, 22a, Beswick St, 
Manchester, M4 7HS 

0161- 226-6814; 

mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 

FRAN CE. 

Les Eco-guerriers 

71 Av Jean Jaures, 92140 Clamart 

01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-first.org 

EF! Germany c/o Manuel Lin dinger 
Steinstrasse 21 DG2 Whng 5, 78467 
Konstanz, Germany 
manuel.lindinger@uni-konstanz.de 


Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 
SOUTH KOREA 
Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136-56 
Younji-Dong. Jongro-Gu, Seoul 
82- 2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea .org 
SPAIN 

Environmental Workshop 

IES Xelmirez 1, 15701 Santiago 
SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 

POB 322, Kiev 252187 

7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 (fax); 

rk@ca.glasnet.ru 

WA1.ES 

Gwynedd 6t Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terr 
Bangor, Gwynedd, ELS 7 1AX 
01248-355821 


Liberated Zone Infoshop 

308 Nelson Hall-UWSP, 

Stevens Point, WI 54481 
Madison EF! 

POB 1042, Madison, Wl 53703 
(608) 262-9036 


Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 
krstnpnt@netscape.net 


PLEASE SEND ADDRESS CHANGES TO: 
EF! JOURNAL, POB 3023 
TUCSON, AZ 85702 


rrojects O Uampaigns 

Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 

POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 

Earth Liberation Front 

www.earthiiberatiortfront.com 
Bioengineering Action Network 
ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/--ban 
North American ALE Press Office 
POB 3673, Courtenay, BC 
V9N 7P1, Canada 

(250) 703-6312; (419) 858-9065 (fax); 

naalfpo@tao.ca; 

www.animailiberation.net 


Every. Night 

is 

EARTH NIGHT 
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When Sturgeon Leap 

With more and more Florida residents recreating in 
traditional sturgeon spawning grounds, an unexpected 
clash has arisen between the two species — and humans 
appear to be on the losing end. 

Just ask Lacy Redd. A Gainesville elementary school 
principal, Redd was boating on the Suwannee River during 
Memorial Day weekend when she was knocked out cold by 
a nearly six-foot, 140-pound sturgeon that had leapt into 
her family’s boat. She suffered a collapsed lung and five 
broken ribs from the assault. 

On July 4, on the same stretch of water, Danny Cordero 
and his girlfriend were knocked off their personal water- 
craft by a leaping sturgeon. 

"I don't remember anything," Cordero said. "My girl- 
friend said it was like hitting a brick wall. She saw me lying 
face down in the river. I had blood all over me." 

But it's not just tourists that should be wary; law enforce- 
ment also have cause to watch out for these giant fish. In 
1999, a 106-pound sturgeon body slammed a Gilchrist 
County sheriff's deputy clean off his feet while he was 
patrolling the river. The sturgeon leapt straight through 
the boat's windshield and knocked the deputy down. 

Frank Chapman, a University 
of Florida researcher, said that 
in the Suwannee River the 
number of sturgeon hasn't 
increased during the past 20 
years, but boat traffic has. 

When asked why stur- 
geon jump, Chapman re- 
sponded: "We don't 
know, they just jump!" 

Beaver Bites Back 

An old swim- 
ming hole on West 
Virginia's Shavers 
Fork River recently 
became a danger- 
ous destination 
for the locals. 

It wasn't the 
rocks or cur- 
rent that were 
making people 
cautious, but 
rather a beaver 
with a vendetta. 

On July 22, 14-year-old Michael Edman was swimming 
and playing with a metal cooking tool when he was 
attacked and bitten nine times by the beaver. "If I would've 
had my knife with me, that beaver would be dead now. I 
wanted that beaver's head," Edman said. 

The next day, 1 2-year-old Christopher Tenney was swim- 
ming near the same spot when he was also bitten by the 
beaver. "My son was just out there swimming, and a beaver 
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came up and bit him on the butt," said Timothy Tenney. 
Tenney said his son swam to shore with the beaver still 
attached to his pants. 

West Virginia Division of Natural Resources Conserva- 
tion Officer Ray Mearns, who investigated the attack, was 
not sure that the beaver was so overly aggressive. He 
confirmed that young beavers had been spotted at the site 
just prior to the incidents and that they could have been 
harassed by the swimmers. 

"I feel this is the reason she went after them. Beavers are 
really protective, and if anything threatens their young, 
there's a good chance they'll fight for them," he said. 

Ninety-Nine Percent Bovine 

Michael Bishop, president of the biotechnology company 
Infigen, hopes that there is a bright future for his cow clones. 

This Summer, in a secret location near DeForest, Wiscon- 
sin, five black-and-white calves stood distinctly apart from 
their ancestors. They're clones that have had human DNA 
injected into their genetic makeup. If everything proceeds as 
planned, this particular group will produce a human pro- 
tein, C-l Esterase Inhibitor, in their milk. Infigen expects 
this will assist in treating humans suffering from angioedema, 
a rare illness that arises from a lack of the protein. 

It is not unfathomable, according to Bishop, 
that cows engineered with human DNA could 
someday produce human breast milk from 
their udders. 


i 
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Man Attacks Bear 

In a bizarre twist of events, a bear 
attack in the Great Smoky Moun- 
// tains National Park has left a tourist 
facing a September court hearing and a 
young bear bruised and hungry. 

In early July, a group of visitors stopped on 
the road to watch the bear as it sauntered through 
a field. As they watched, the young bear came upon 
a fawn, which, naturally, it attempted to kill for food. 

"Normally, this would have happened quickly, 
with a fast flick that snapped its neck," explained Kent 
Looney, a National Park Service ranger. 

Unfortunately, the best the bear could do was to shake 
the fawn violently. This was more than some of the 
spectators were willing to watch, however, and several of 
the tourists ran up to the animals. They began kicking the 
bear, who was eventually forced to let go of the fawn. 

Michael Shaw, of Grand Ridge, Florida, was charged with 
disturbing wildlife and disorderly conduct by creating a 
hazardous condition. "He seemed to be quite put out that 
we were charging him," said Looney. "He said he thought 
he was doing the right thing." 

The fawn was mortally wounded, and once euthanized, it 
was left in the area. "You'd hope the bear would come back 
and eat it, but that's hard to say, " said biologist Kim DeLozier. 

Shaw faces up to $5,000 in fines and could be sentenced 
to six months in jail for each count. 
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Happy 1 Oth Anniversary Critical Mass! 

While cars were motionless at dozens of intersections, thousands of people rode through the streets of San Francisco 
celebrating the 10th anniversary of critical mass during rush hour on September 27. 

Critical mass is decentralized to the point that bicyclists spontaneously organize themselves into groups and ride off 
throughout the city. During critical mass, people ride their bicycles not just to protest the lack of safety on city streets, not 
just to stop cars in their tracks, but also to get together for one big, bike-friendly street party. 

"I'm here to celebrate community coming together in civil disobedience and to mess things up a little bit!," said Robin 
Honan of San Francisco, who wore a pink birthday cake on her head. 

Critical mass takes place the last Friday of every month and is now celebrated in more than 300 cities worldwide. 


Tl iwe* for a 



The crisp coolness of these October 
evenings tells us that Fall has finally 
come to the Sonoran desert. It seems 
appropriate that we have chosen this 
time to make some changes in the 
publication of the Earth First! Journal. 

Presently, the Journal is published 
eight times a year on the equinoxes, 
solstices and cross-quarter days. At the 
February Organizers' Conference and 
in the Beltane issue, we announced 
our interest in switching to a bi- 
monthly format and requested com- 
ments on our pro- 
posal. After careful 
consideration of the 
feedback we received, 
the Journal collective 
decided to go forward 
with the schedule 
change beginning 
next issue. The next 
submission deadline is 
November 1. 

The new publica- 
tion dates for the Jour- 
nal will be the first 
day of the odd-num- 
bered months. The 
cost for a one-year 
subscription will be 
$25 — see the sub- 
scription form on 
page 37 for details. Next issue, our 
cover price on the newsstand will 
increase to $4.50. If you are reading 
a store-bought copy of the Journal, 
we hope you will seriously consider 
directly supporting the Journal with 
a subscription. Our current subscrib- 
ers will still receive eight issues. 

We are excited about this change to 
a bimonthly schedule, and we believe 
it will allow us the opportunity to 

PHOTO CREDITS Front Cover: 

* Semiotic Jujitsu " by Steve King Inside 
Coven Freshwater treesit in Northern 
California. PhotobyBennettBarthelemy. 
Back Inside Cover: Wild Rockies EF! 
lockdown. Photo courtesy of WREF! 


publish a more substantial Journal. We 
plan to work on developing more in- 
depth feature articles, to solicit new 
and diverse writers and to attend more 
closely to the administrative side of 
the Journal's production. The current 
schedule is imbalanced, sometimes 
allowing six weeks to produce an issue 
and sometimes only two. The new 
schedule will give us time to do more 
outreach and subscription boosting. 
One of our more potent aspirations is 
that all of this will be a solid step 
toward a healthy, sus- 
tainable Journal collec- 
tive. (Which, by the 
way, we're still look- 
ing for a new long- 
term editor. Could it 
be you?) 

Given that we have 
already begun work 
on the next issue, 
you'll find this issue 
is a little thinner than 
normal. Still, it's full 
of all the information 
that makes the Jour- 
nal so unique. Our 
feature article is the 
first in a series dis- 
cussing the philoso- 
phy and strategy of 
movement building. You'll also read 
about the inspiring victory animal 
rights activists won when they forced 
the Coulston Foundation to close its 
doors in September. And in an inter- 
est to remember our EF! history, there 
is the debut of our "Rekindling the 
Campfire" column. 

Unlike any of the other environ- 
mental magazines out there, the Jour- 
nal is accountable to the Earth First! 
movement — that means you. This is 
your magazine. So let us know how we 
are doing, fill out the survey form in 
the back of last issue or send a letter to 
the collective. 

Thanks for your support and keep 
up the good fight! 

— EF! Journal Collective 
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by Faith Walker 

Female Australian social crab spi- 
ders, Diaea ergandros, render their ova 
into baby food. One of only 20 social 
spider species, it is a sit-and-wait preda- 
tor rather than a web-builder, swirling 
silk solely to sculpt nests of eucalyptus 
leaves. Within a nest a female lays the 
only clutch of her life, comprising 
about 45 eggs. She proceeds to coddle 
her progeny, scrambling to rebuff 
predators and poaching prey to feed 
the hatchlings. She meanwhile has 
food stored away in her ovarian pan- 
try in the form of unlaid eggs. As the 
spiderlings mature, these eggs are con- 
verted into haemolymph, and her 
darlings sip this bloody brew from her 
leg joints. After a few weeks, mother 
becomes an invalid and is devoured in 
toto. This process can curtail cannibal- 
ism among kin, which is common in 
spider communities. Mothers who 
store more food engender prolonged 
nursing, resulting in fewer siblings 
eating each other. 
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When they do can- nibalize, 
spiderlings have shifting 'strategies. 
Because many females nest on the same 
tree, spiderlings often join families not 
their own. Newcomers are allowed be- 
cause they help to maintain the nest 
and because they are an emergency 
food source. When starving, spider out- 
siders, not siblings, are preferred. Later, 
however, maturing female spiderlings 
will opt to eat sisters (who will soon be 
competitors) and brothers over male 
strangers, perhaps as a means of out- 
breeding. Thus, this species' vampirine, 
mammalesque, matriphagous 
youngsters are remarkable not 
only in their cannibalistic ten- 
dencies but also in being the 
only spiders known to 
recognize siblings. 



forest Defender 
Dies in Action 

On October 8, Ramsey Gulch 
treesitter Naya, aka Robin B., fell 
100 feet from the Esperanza 
treesit. Esperanza is one of two 
treesits defending ancient red- 
woods on private land near Santa 
Cruz, California. Redwood Em- 
pire Company loggers and the 
property owner found Naya lying 
at the base of the tree around 
seven p.m. Initially, he was able 
to communicate that he didn't 
know how he had fallen; it was 
his first day in the treesit. 

Naya's heart stopped while he 
was being airlifted to the Santa 
Clara Valley Medical Center. He 
died that night; just two days 
before his 22nd birthday. He had 
recently arrived at Ramsey Gulch 
after contributing to the Mattole 
campaign in northern California. 

Santa Cruz Earth First! (SCEF!) 
needs help in locating Naya's rela- 
tives. Naya was traveling, and the 
only thing people know is that he 
was from Salt Lake City, Utah. If 
you have any information, con- 
tact SCEF! (831) 425-3205. 


Dear SFB: Letters to the Editors 



Dear SFB, 

Over the past several 
months, it has come to our 
attention that people are un- 
clear about whether the Earth 
Liberation Front Press Office 


(ELFPO) is still being attended 
to and what support the 
ELFPO is continuing to give 
in the absence of having an 
identifiable spokesperson. 

Although there is no single 
person who communicates 
for the Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF), there are still people 
working behind the scenes 
distributing press releases, 
communiques and other in- 
formation to further the 
stated goals of ELF activists. 

We remain steadfastly com- 
mitted to disseminating in- 
formation as it becomes avail- 
able and updating the 
ELFwebsite 
(www.earthliberationfront. 
com). We recognize that over 
the past few months, com- 
munications and website up- 
dates have been inconsistent, 


and this will be corrected in 
the upcoming weeks as we 
receive communications 
about actions. 

We will only conduct in- 
terviews via email at the cur- 
rent time as those who are 
working on the ELFPO wish 
to remain anonymous to the 
media and the general pub- 
lic. Please forward requests 
for media interviews to 
elfpress@tao.ca. 

Further, the North Ameri- 
can ELFPO wishes to restate 
its commitment to support- 
ing actions that fall within 
the guidelines as stated in ELF 
materials and on the website, 
which are: 

• To inflict economic dam- 
age on those profitting from 
the destruction and exploita- 
tion of the natural environment. 


• To reveal and educate the 
public on the atrocities com- 
mitted against the Earth and 
all species that populate it. 

• To take all necessary 
precautions against harm- 
ing any animal, human or 
non-human. 

The ELFPO is a legal, above- 
ground news service dedi- 
cated to exposing the politi- 
cal and social motives be- 
hind the covert direct actions 
of the underground ELF. The 
ELFPO receives anonymous 
communiques from the un- 
derground ELF and distrib- 
utes the message to the me- 
dia and public nationwide. 

— Earth Liberation Front 
Press Office 
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at the Points of Assumption 


by James John Bell, J. Cookson, Ilyse Hogue and 
Patrick Reinsborough 

Meme: a unit of cultural transmission that self-replicates. 

SmartMeme: a designer meme that simultaneously de- 
stroys and replaces meaning. 

At the 2002 Round River Rendezvous in Washington, we, as an 
organizer trainer collective, participated in an experi- 
ment with many other 
EarthFirstlers — the multi- 
day track schedule on move- 
mentbuilding. Wespentsix 
sessions throughout the 
course of three days explor- 
ing different components of 
and reasons to build move- 
ments. From grassroots or- 
ganizing, coalition building 
and media work to analysis, 
information warfare and the 
future of the ecology move- 
ment — the trainings ex- 
panded into a vibrant and 
participatory dialogue. 

As organizers within a 
transformative subculture, 
we cannot accept the terms 
of struggle that have defined 
protest movements in the 
past. We must escape the 
self-marginalization of our 
protests and strive for some 
synthesis of possibility be- 
yond the current limited op- 
tions. Let's pay attention; 
let's communicate, and 
while we strive to save the 
wild places we have left, let's 
act on a number of different 
planes — with the consistent 
goal of shifting the assumptions of global society itself. 

Step 1: Devoke the Apocalypse 

Current consumer culture is seeding the ground for a 
familiarity of an impending ecological apocalypse. We see 
this mass event played out on television, in print and at the 
movies. No longer do people even question the inevitability 
of the apocalypse in their mind; rather they seem to be sifting 
through the possible characters that they might play: "Will I 
be the hero who escapes death or the whiny person who gets 
it in the end?" So embedded in our minds are the scenarios, 
so many times have they been played out on screen for us, 


that it takes more than rational thought to reprogram these 
"future memories.” It takes what we have come to call the 
"psychic break." 

The psychic break is the answer to the common activist 
campfire question: "How did you get radicalized?" It is what 
happens when the reality we are spoon-fed no longer feels 
good. It has been likened to blinders being lifted. At different 
times, mass segments of society can experience a psychic 
break simultaneously. 

When this happens, a "tipping point" has been 
reached. Originating in epi- 
demiology, the tipping point 
describes the exact moment 
when a disease becomes an 
epidemic. A broader defini- 
tion explains that small 
changes will have little or no 
effect on a system until a 
critical mass is reached. Then, 
one more small change will 
"tip" the system and a large 
effect is observed. 

The tipping point is a term 
that has been popularized 
through a best-selling book 
of the same name by New 
York Times science writer 
Malcolm Gladwell. In his 
book, Gladwell explores the 
dynamic nature of cultural 
fads and value systems by 
applying the epidemiologi- 
cal lens. We must organize 
toward the tipping point of 
the psychic break with the 
status quo. For at the mo- 
ment when this happens, 
potential exists for a funda- 
mental reordering to take 
place — of economies, com- 
munities and our cultural 
stories that people's values are based upon. In order to be 
able to facilitate these opportunities, we must have a 
comprehensive and incisive analysis of where we should 
be directing our energies into action. 

Step 2: Interconnect Multiple Direct Action 
Strategies and Tactics 

Direct action — action that either symbolically or di- 
rectly shifts power relations — is an essential transforma- 
tive tool. Direct action can be both a tactic within a 
broader strategy or a political ethic calling to fundamen- 
tally change power relations at the deepest level. As we 
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endeavor to link systemic change with tangible short- 
term goals, we must seek out the points of intervention in 
the system. These are the places that when we apply our 
power — usually through revoking our obedience — we are 
able to leverage change. 

Traditionally, strategies of direct action have been con- 
ceived and enacted within the confines of a specific cam- 
paign. Thus we tend to engage in actions tree by tree, mill by 
mill, store by store, global meeting by global meeting — a 
series of strong threads but not woven together across cam- 
paigns or across borders. 

The power of direct action exists in its ability to seize a 
culture's predominant in- 
fluence — to challenge its 
hegemony. This word, from 
the Greek hegemonia mean- 
ing "leadership," is defined 
as the ruling influence of 
an empire, state, region or 
group. Direct action, if only 
for a moment, seizes lead- 
ership and thus injects into 
the public sphere a com- 
peting discourse — a strand 
of a new reality that has the 
ability to ripple outward. 

The illusion of "global progress" — corpo- 
rate globalization and consumer capital- 
ism — now penetrates all arenas of life. It 
has in the truest sense taken on a life of its 
own by invading the thought space of the 
individuals that make up US consumer 
culture. These stories of global progress 
permeate our daily existence and tell us 
that nature is a commodity, consumption 
is expression and monoculture is normal. 

This discourse of unlimited global progress 
is not being directed from a centralized seat 
of power. Rather, it is living in and being 
reflected from business, politics and cul- 
ture. In practical terms, this means that 
it becomes increasingly difficult to ac- 
complish the type of sweeping changes 
necessary to face the ecological crisis 
by targeting an individual person, gov- 
ernment or corporate entity. 

These cultural stories also make it so 
that no amount of data, no matter how 
true, can change a person’s values. As 
activists we need to spend less time 
compiling reams of data and more time 
rewriting our cultural stories — the very 
mythology that society gets its values 
from — and do it quick. 

Part of the cultural reinforcement of the current system lies 
in mass communications. State propaganda, the corporate 
media, consumer advertising and other narratives don't 
control how people think. They control what people think 
about. The challenge of future direct action is thus not to 
change people's minds but rather the conditions that make 
thinking possible. French critic and philosopher Michel 
Focault puts it thus, "The problem is not changing people's 


consciousness but the political, economic, institutional re- 
gime of the production of truth." 

Since there is no single controlling center within modern 
capitalist societies, the strategic goal of direct action be- 
comes one of locating the points of influence within the 
system that can re-pattern reality. We discuss five such 
points in this essay: destruction, consumption, decision, 
assumption and potential. 

Intervention at all these points through direct action will 
inject into societal discourse the threads of a new reality and 
weave a new pattern of thought. The poet-philosopher Goethe 
compares the coalesence of our mental conceptions to many 

threads subtly woven to- 
gether into patterns that 
gradually display them- 
selves. Direct action, when 
contextualized within this 
framework, succeeds in 
uniting the myriad of 
strands in our movement 
into the thought pattern 
of a new cultural, economic 
and political reality. 

Direct Action at the 
Point of Destruction 

Some of our most successful actions 
have brought at- 
tention to the 
system's most 
blatant and gross 
injustices — the "points of destruction/ 
production." We become the frontline 
resistance by placing our bodies in the 
way of the harm that is happening — like 
treesits that stop clearcutting. This po- 
larizes the debate in an effort to attract 
the spotlight of public attention to a 
clear injustice. 

Direct action at the point of destruction 
is critical to confront the world's grave 
injustices and immedi- 
ately alleviate desper- 
ate suffering. It has also 
served to organize and 
mobilize many communities by providing a 
point of common interest — survival. How- 
ever, this form is inherently limited in its 
ability to tackle systemic issues. 

Direct Action at the Point of 
Consumption 

"Point of consumption" campaigns have pro- 
vided inspirational opportunities to stand in soli- 
darity with communities fighting at the point of destruction 
and to reframe one's own individual identity away from the 
"consumer" culture prevalent in the global North. These 
campaigns have included consumer boycotts, attacks on 
corporate brand names and targeting the retail sector as a way 
to shut down the markets for destructive products. Activists 

continued on next page 


The illusion of “global progress” — 
corporate globalization and consumer 
capitalism — now penetrates all arenas 
of life. The problem is not changing 
people’s consciousness but the 
political, economic, institutional regime 
of the production of truth. 
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continued from previous page 
have forced universities to cancel clothing contracts 
from sweatshop retailers. Likewise, forest activists have 
forced major outlets to stop selling old-growth forest 
products by engaging in direct actions aimed at tarnish- 
ing companies' media profiles and market shares. At- 
tacking the point of consumption expands the arena of 
struggle to mobilize individuals by showing them that 
their consumer 

choices and ac- No longer do people 


We must become skilled at using this tactic to de- 
colonize people's revolutionary imaginations by linking 
analysis and action in ways that re-frame issues and create 
new political space. One example was the 1981 Earth 
First! action at Glen Canyon Dam. At a time when most 
wilderness preservation groups were limiting their ac- 
tions to fighting new dam construction, Earth First! 
symbolically "cracked" the dam by unfurling a 300-foot- 

long plastic ban- 

even question the ner from the top 


tions do matter. 

Direct Action 
at the Point of 
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Direct Action at the Point of Assumption 

All successful direct actions ultimately challenge assump- 
tions. Targeting assumptions themselves is the act of taking 
on the framework of myths, lies, loyalties and flawed logic 
that normalize injustice. Successful direct actions at this 
point identify, isolate and confront the big lies that maintain 
the status quo. A worthy goal for these types of actions is to 
encourage the most important act that a concerned indi- 
vidual can take in an era defined by systematic propaganda — 
to question! 


so long. 

Acting to subvert basic belief systems provides new 
opportunities to expand the traditional arenas of political 
discourse because it allows us to choose the terms and 
locations of engagement. Effective point of assumption 
actions can transform the mundane into a radical conver- 
sation starter. For instance, putting a piece of duct tape 
across a prominent logo on your clothing can invite a 
conversation about corporate commodification. Such ac- 
tions can be easily incorporated into everyday life. 
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Direct Action at the Point of Potential 

Every time we successfully change assumptions, we open 
up the potential for the replacement of society's destruc- 
tive institutions. By playfully constructing "futures in the 
present," we nurture visions that refuse conventional no- 
tions of politics. These stories portray images of the future, 
as well as pathways that could lead us from where we are 
now to that future world. 

A classic example of direct action at the point of poten- 
tial took place during Cascadia Forest Defenders' defense of 
Warner Creek in Oregon's Willamette National Forest. 
Earth Firstlers fought this fire salvage sale behind block- 
ades and also by constructing an alternative future when 
they wrote a recovery plan 
titled "Alternative EF: 

Ecology of Fire." In 
their future scenario, 
activists proposed 
permanent protec- 
tion of Warner Creek 
as a Fire Ecology Re- 
search Natural Area. 

This visionary "educa- 
tional-agitational" tool 
won the endorsement of the 
local community, scientists and national environmental 
groups. This vision remains, even now, to help establish 
permanent protection of Warner Creek. 

We need to constantly create possible scenarios within 
our movements for future social and environmental trans- 
formation. These actions function as "memories of the 
future," rehearsing tomorrow in people's minds and re- 
claiming our ability to shape the future. The best sce- 
narios aren't necessarily those that come true; they 
are the ones that subvert expectations, providing 
deep insights into the changes happening all 
around us. The better the scenarios are, the more 
they penetrate to the deepest understanding of 
the present. 

Step 3: Strategically Frame Your Targets 

"Image events" are actions, visuals or stories 
that simultaneously destroy and construct new 
meaning — they are raids on human consciousness. 

Image events either replace existing sets of symbols or re- 
define their meanings through humor or shock. Applica- 
tions of this concept can be seen in what Adbusters founder, 
Kalle Lasn, has dubbed "culture jamming" — methods of 
subverting corporate propaganda by juxtaposing new im- 
ages or co-opting slogans. For instance, when we re-write 
Chevron's advertising slogan to say "Do people kill for 
oil?," we use the power of corporate images against the 
corporations themselves. 

Tragically, culture jamming often remains in the 
limited media realm of consumer messages. Our next 
task is to expand guerrilla meme tactics into other areas 
of culture and to connect them with long-term strate- 
gies to build grassroots power. 


We must not let go of the fact that there are many powerful 
industries that do not depend on consumer approval. Per- 
haps more importantly, going after the corporations one at a 
time limits the scope of possible change. Our movements 
need to contest the corporate monopoly on meaning and jam 
the controlling mythologies of consumer culture, the corpo- 
rate empire and pathological capitalism. The corporate take 
over has gotten so blatant that we need to openly attack the 
symbols used to perpetrate anti-life values, greed and con- 
sumer capitalism. 

Step 4: Weave a Tapestry — Build a Movement 

All of these points of intervention in the system are critical; 
the best strategies unite efforts across them. Potential 
targets to consider: the idea of corporate rule, notions 
forming our "separation" from nature, the concepts of 
unlimited growth, technological progress and con- 
sumer identities. This is uncertain work. Remember, 
these are fluid distinctions. One activist's point of 
destruction is another person's point of potential. 

There is no way to know what will cause the 
psychic break. Tipping points are hardly a science. 
Rather than being disempowering, this uncertainty 
should appeal to the activist's innate sense of adven- 
ture and creativity. This is truly uncharted territory of 
social action — the realm of the collective imagination. 

When asked what he would do if he knew the world would 
end tomorrow, Martin Luther said, "I would plant a tree." 
This action represents the height of potential! At the same 
time, though, it inherently subverts the assumption that the 
world is going to end. It functions at a multiplicity of points. 
If Luther planted his tree in a clearcut, it would be at the 
point of destruction as well. It is these crystallizations of 

actions at multiple points 
that allows us to chal- 
lenge assumptions. 
Living at such a criti- 
cal time compels us 
to search for those 
convergence points 
and exploit them. 
With this effort, we 
hope to expand the 
current debates and 
push our movements to 
explore new frontiers of struggle. We hope to provoke 
further and deeper action, as well as to challenge all of us 
to weave these actions together and provide a tapestry of 
reality more vibrant and compelling than the one that is 
currently unraveling. 

This essay represents the collective evolution of thinking 
and writing by Janies John Bell, J. Cookson, Ilyse Hogue and 
Patrick Reinsborough — the SmartMeme Project. To partici- 
pate in strategizing and discussing these ideas, contact 
patrickr@riseup.net; www.smartmeme.com. Future issues of 
the Earth First! Journal will feature new essays, and look for 
this workshop to be expanded upon at the upcoming 2003 
Organizers' Conference. 


HAD ENOUGH time 


"NATURE 



2Q0m3 



OUTSIDE TODAY? 


feel Yourself 



EVERY PAY-sV 


At the Point of Potential... 


November-December 2002 Earth First! Page 7 



Dam Pushers Cork 


by Steves 

Large dams seem to have 
more of a purpose in sym- 
bolizing power than in ac- 
tually producing it. Dams 
continue to be built as mani- 
festations of the mind-set 
that encourages more de- 
velopment and less account- 
ability for the destruction 
of natural wonders and hu- 
man lives. Often, large dams 
are expressions of an indus- 
trial epoch of imperialism, 
serving the imagination of 
an individual or nation's 
ego, along with corporate 
profit and power. 

Worldwide, 45,000 large 
dams have flooded tradi- 
tional indigenous lands and 
critical wildlife habitat. 

Close to 80 million people 
have been displaced by 
dams during the last century of intensive dam building. 
Relocation efforts have focused on the physical removal of 
people from their lands but not the restoration of their 
livelihoods. Not surprisingly, the people who lose their 
homes are rarely a serious part of the decision-making 
process. Obviously, the welfare of the Earth's natural state 
is not an overwhelming consideration. The iron triangle of 
governments, industries and international funding insti- 
tutions like the World Bank seldomly, if ever, includes the 
people’s interests nor heeds the recommendations of non- 
governmental organizations. Neither is it affected by the 
outcry of human rights and environmental groups. 

The World Commission on Dams (WCD) is a respected 
organization spearheaded by Nelson Mandela to monitor 
the reasoning behind and physical construction of dams. 
WCD research has proven that large dams have consis- 
tently failed to produce as much electricity or control as 
much flood water as their backers and builders propose. 
The WCD has also found that the social and environmen- 
tal impacts of dams, including the possibility of a dam 
burst, have been inaccurately assessed and accounted for. 

Itoiz: Basque Country 

The Itoiz dam, in the Basque region near northern Spain, 
has been the subject of sustained protests for several years. 
Construction on the dam began in 1994. When filled, it will 
flood a 22-mile-long valley. Not only is this valley an 
environmentally sensitive area, it also contains nine villages 
that will disappear. 


Local activists have been 
organizing to stop the Itoiz 
dam since 1985. In 1996, 
activists cut eight cables 
that were essential to the 
construction of the dam's 
foundation and walls. This 
bold step was carried out 
by just eight people, one of 
whom, Inaki Garcia Koch, 
was arrested and is now 
serving a five-year prison 
sentence (see page 32). The 
action delayed the project 
by nine months. Later, 
in September 1998, two 
women sabotaged 54 road- 
building machines used to 
support dam construction. 

In the last five years, the 
organization Soliderias con 
Itoiz has moved the struggle 
to an international level with 
solidarity demonstrations 
throughout Europe, some of 
which have drawn crowds of more than 15,000 people. On 
June 20, 2000, the group constructed a brick wall at the 
entrance to the Spanish embassy in The Hague, The Neth- 
erlands, attempting to symbolize what it is like to wake up 
and find yourself with an unwanted dam in your neighbor- 
hood. They have also climbed to the tops of famous public 
monuments, including the Millennium Wheel in London, 
the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin and St. Peter's Dome at the 
Vatican to call attention to the issue. 

The Rupert River: Quebec 

The Rupert River is a remote and pristine river in northern 
Quebec, Canada. The energy giant Hydro-Quebec has been 
trying for decades to get approval for a project to divert the 
Rupert, one of the few unimpeded rivers left in North 
America. Earlier this year, it won the signatures of the 
Quebec government and the Grand Council of the Cree. 

The Cree will receive nearly three billion dollars for the 
Rupert River, and Hydro-Quebec will build four dams and 
51 dikes in order to re-route the river and provide more 
water to a pre-existing dam. Hydro-Quebec will begin 
construction after an environmental assessment is carried 
out by its own employees during the next two years. 

The deal was a surprising development since the Cree 
people have been fighting Hydro-Quebec to keep their 
sacred land from drowning ever since the first representa- 
tives of Hydro-Quebec came knocking decades ago. Add- 
ing to the controversy, in some Cree towns, more than half 
the people abstained from voting in the referendum. 



Dams continue to be built 
as manifestations of the 
mind -set that encourages 
more development and less 
accountability for the 
destruction of natural 
wonders and human lives. 


■ar 
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Cultures Worldwide 


Dissident Cree, French Canadian locals and a group of 
eco-tourist companies have formed an alliance, the Rupert 
Reverence. The group is working with the locals to instill 
the value of preservation in the area, as well as with 
uninformed urban populations in southern Quebec. 

The chundering power and visual magnificence of the 
Rupert is a source of pride for traditional Cree. It has 
come to represent the very beauty of their history as a 
people. On the other hand, Hydro-Quebec's many dam 
projects have been a source of national pride for eco- 
nomically-pressured, French-speaking Quebecois. Un- 
less this dam project is stopped, it will be hard for 
anyone to look at the land in a few years and be proud 
of what has been done. 

Narmada: India 

The highly controversial Narmada Valley Development 
Plan in central India has already begun to displace people 
who live in this culturally and biologically diverse area. 
Soon the valley will be completely flooded, and 400,000 
people will lose their homes and livelihoods. 

The controversy surrounding the placement of large 
dams on the River Narmada has come to symbolize the 
struggle for a just and equitable society in India. Author 
Arundhati Roy has called it the heart of politics and the 
story of modern India. 

In brief, the Indian government has started construction 
on its plan to build 30 large, 135 medium and 3,000 small 
dams to harness the waters of the Narmada and its tributar- 
ies. The proponents of the 
dams claim that this plan 
would provide large amounts 
of water and electricity, 
which are needed for farm- 
ing and development. Op- 
ponents of the dams have 
established that the plans 
were drawn up using un- 
founded assumptions of hy- 
drology and seismicity in the 
area. The cost-benefit analy- 
sis is grossly inflated in favor 
of building the dams. 

The construction is caus- 
ing large-scale abuse of 
human rights and the dis- 
placement of many poor 
communities. Opponents 
and neutral scientists alike 
believe that water and en- 
ergy can be provided to the 
people of the Narmada Val- 
ley, Gujarat and other re- 
gions through alternative 


technologies, along with planning processes that are socially, 
economically and environmentally sustainable. 

As the waters rise around their homes, the families have 
three choices: move to the slums in the cities, accept a place 
in a resettlement site or stay at home and drown. Hunger 
strikes, rallies and a six-year Supreme Court case are culminat- 
ing now with families choosing to stand in protest in the 
rising waters rather than leave their homes. 

The Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA) is the main group 
leading the fight for justice and the right to life for the 
inhabitants of the Narmada Valley. They have suffered 
unjust persecution for speaking up in defense of the human 
victims of the project, as well as the valley itself. On 
September 5, Earth Firstlers occupied the Indian embassy in 
The Hague, The Netherlands, in an effort to express their 
solidarity with the NBA. 

Gujarat's minister of Narmada irrigation encourages 
people by saying, "If you have to sacrifice a little bit of your 
own to help the society, do it gladly, willingly, smilingly." 
Will the families choosing to drown do it smilingly? 

Living Downstream 

At a more abstract level, the questions that arise in anti- 
dam struggles challenge the dominant model of develop- 
ment. This model holds out the chimerical promise of 
material wealth through modernization while perpetuat- 
ing an unequal distribution of resources and wreaking 
social and environmental havoc. 

Large dams require large budgets, leading to large prof- 
its for a small group of 
people. Research shows that 
even on purely technical 
grounds, large-scale dams 
have been colossal failures. 
These dams have had ex- 
tremely devastating effects 
on riverine ecosystems and 
have displaced large num- 
bers of people whose entire 
ways of living are centered 
around the rivers. There is 
no just compensation for 
damming a river. 

For more information on 
these dams and the resis- 
tance movements, visit 
www.oneworld.org; 
www.infose.com/rupert/ 
savetherupert.html; 
www.narmada.org. 

The Steves hail from Prescott 
and Flagstaff, Arizona. They 
would rather be paddling un- 
impeded rivers. 




Large dams require large 
budgets, leading to large 
profits for a small group of 
people. Research shows that 
even on purely technical 
grounds, large-scale dams 
have been colossal failures. 
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Slick Dealing in Ohio’s Backwoods 


So what is Marathon Ashland doing? Sandstone, which is extremely porous. 
It is controlling the market, destroying Any leak in the sandstone area would 
some of Ohio's remaining wild areas instantly be absorbed into the water 
and threatening the safety of thou- table and poison the drinking water, 
sands of beings. In addition, the pipe- Red bed clays, which are a highly un- 
line will pass through private property stable soil, are found beneath more 
using eminent domain claims in some than 12 miles of the pipeline's path, 
of the poorest, most remote areas of These areas are susceptible to land- 
Ohio. It's no slides that could induce some pipeline 
movement, also resulting in leakage. 
Other routes which use existing high- 
way and railroad corridors have 
been suggested to Marathon Ashland, 
but without an EIS, the company 
isn't even required to consider alter- 
nate routes. 

On August 2, the US Army Corps of 
Engineers and the Ohio Environmen- 
tal Protection Agency (EPA) simulta- 
neously approved construction of the 
pipeline by issuing the required water 
pollution permits. No 
consideration was 
given to the public 
comments, the major- 
ity of which opposed 
the pipeline. A poll 
showed that 72 per- 
cent of the people 
working for the Ohio 
EPA believe that the 
agency was "overly in- 
fluenced by political 
considerations." 
Well, at least they're 
honest with them- 
selves. It's just a 
shame that they can't 
offer the public the 
same consideration. 

Protecting Ohio's 
Public Land, Air and 
Rivers (POPLAR) is 


by Nate Ebert 

As the leaves begin to change, and 
the tourists begin to flood the Hock- 
ing Hills, some Ohio residents are in 
an uproar. What's all the hoopla 
about? How about a 14-inch refined 
fuels pipeline that impacts more pub- 
lic land than the 
drummer from Def i I 

Leppard could shake N4 %T * 
a stick at. \ li 

Marathon Ashland \ W 

Petroleum (a com- \! : f ! ?§ 

pany known for its Li ^ 

Ohio River Pipeline, S 

eight Ohio counties ^*^1 

State Forest, Crane 
Hollow State Nature Preserve, Clear 
Creek Metro Park and State Nature 
Preserve, Richland Furnace State For- 
est and the Mackey Ford State Wild- 
life Area are all slated to have the 
Marathon Ashland pipeline pass di- 
rectly through them. The pipeline 
would also skirt within 1,500 feet of 
the Hocking Hills State Park, Conkle's 
Hollow State Nature Preserve, Sheick 
Hollow State Nature Preserve and the 
Wayne National Forest. Six of these 
areas are part of the greater area 
known as the Hocking Hills, which is 
some of the most beautiful, rugged 
terrain in Ohio. 

Estimates show that Ohio's current 
pipelines are capable of delivering an 
excess of 12,000 barrels a day over 
what the Columbus market can utilize 
until the end of the decade. Marathon 
Ashland's own projections state that 
this new pipeline will deliver an ex- 
cess of 60,000 barrels a day until the 
year 2009. 

Page 10 Earth First! Samhain 2002 


Let's take a 
look at the 
facts. There 
has been a 
four-year 
legal battle 
between 
Marathon 
Ashland and 


Activists are fighting a pipeline that will 
threaten these Ohio wildlands. 




by A SEED Europe 

The World Summit on Sustainable 
Development (WSSD) injohannesburg 
is over. Yet, will it really change the 
future of the world? The systemic prob- 
lems that lie at the heart of human 
oppression and ecological destruction 
were hardly touched upon. 

From the start, the WSSD was not 
about sustainability but about gov- 
ernment offi- 
cials and cor- 
porate leaders 
fighting for in- 
stitutional self 
interest. Free 
trade dominated 
the talks, and 
there was no 
consensus on 
whether the 
United Nations 
Multilateral En- 
vironmental 
Agreement 
should take pre- 
cedence over 
the World Trade 
Organization agreement. No decision 
was made to lower debt for develop- 
ing countries or to ask governments 
to fulfill their original Agenda 21 com- 
mitments from the Rio Earth Summit 
to achieve the target of 0.7 percent in 
Overseas Development Aid. 

There are no new binding rules 
for corporate accountability. The 
language dealing with subsidies to 
farmers in developed nations is am- 
biguous. Even though the Kyoto Pro- 
tocol was "reaffirmed," all target 
dates for renewable energy develop- 
ment and implementation have 
been dropped due to opposition 
from Japan, Saudi Arabia, Australia, 
Canada and the US. Instead, the 
WSSD agreement calls to increase 
subsidies for "cleaner” fossil fuels 
and large hydroelectric dams for de- 
veloping countries. 


Biodiversity was devalued during 
the meetings by governments aiming 
to reduce the rate of loss rather than 
end it altogether. The 10-year action 
program to address over-consump- 
tion and damaging production pat- 
terns was also dumped. 

The only targets agreed on were to 
cut the proportion of people who do 
not have access to basic sanitation in 
half by 2015 and to establish pro- 
tected marine networks by 2012. One 
of the few positive outcomes of the 
conference was when most of the world 
turned against the US to make sure 
that genetic engineering was kept out 
of the text of the final agreement. 

The vague and controversial con- 
cept of public-private partnerships 
was a major outcome of the WSSD. 
These partnerships — governments 


working with local communities, 
non-governmental organizations and 
businesses in solving the planet's ills — 
involve no UN oversight. Partnership 
proposals revealed that only a few 
community groups in the global South 
are considered partners, and less than 
a dozen partnerships are directed at 
changing consumption patterns in 
rich countries. Moreover, the US 
pushed privatization partnerships in 
the areas of water, energy, agriculture 
and forests. 

The Congo Basin Initiative is a key 
example of the Bush Administration's 
public-private partnership proposal. 
While supposedly benefiting forest 
protection and management in the 
highly diverse Congo basin, the initia- 
tive will actually put more money into 
flawed programs that have not reduced 
continued on next page 



Voicing dissent at the WSSD in South Africa 
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Bush's Fire Plan Passes 

Democrats and Republicans in 
the House of Representatives 
have collaborated in drafting HR 
5319, legislation that would turn 
President Bush's "Healthy For- 
ests Initiative" into law (see EF!f 
September-October 2002). 

While not as drastic as Bush's 
original proposal, HR 5319 would 
severely weaken the National 
Environmental Policy Act by re- 
quiring evaluation of only one 
option, rather than a range of 
alternatives to find the most en- 
vironmentally sound choice. HR 
5319 also has an overly broad 
definition of "Wildland/Urban 
Interface,” thus creating the pos- 
sibility of logging in watersheds 
and other areas far from the near- 
est town. Lastly, it would drasti- 
cally shorten the time period the 
public has to appeal logging deals 
and give feedback. 

On October 8, the bill passed 
the House Resources Committee. 
HR 5319 is expected to pass a full 
House vote, but it may get held 
up in the Senate. 

Oil Reigns Supreme 

In September, an international 
consortium of oil companies, in- 
cluding BP and Unocal, signed a 
Host Government Agreement 
(HGA) with Turkey that permits 
the construction of a 1,094-mile 
corridor and oil pipeline. 

The HGA exempts the consor- 
tium from obligations under any 
current or future Turkish law that 
may threaten the project's profits, 
including human rights and envi- 
ronmental legislation. Other pro- 
visions include unfettered access 
to water and exemption from li- 
ability in the event of an oil spill. 

The route chosen for the pipe- 
line is one of the most expensive. 
According to BP Chairman John 
Browne, the project's profitabil- 
ity will depend on "free public 
money" provided by funding 
sources such as the World Bank. 
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Earth Summit 

Plummet continued 


of the same power structures that are the basis of repres- 
sion and exploitation of our planet. Calling on govern- 
ments to face up to climate change while at the same time 
standing next to a man who represents most of our 
planet's oil companies is hypocritical. 



continued from previous page 
illegal logging, empowered local communities or enabled 
sustainable forest management. The US has also dismissed 
concerns of local environ- 
mental groups about corrup- 
tion in these countries and 
the close collusion between 
government officials and 
timber barons. This is a 
contradiction to the US 
government's insistence 
upon good governance as a 
prerequisite to a country's 
eligibility to receive aid. 

Even when thousands 
outside the conference were 
demonstrating against 
privatization, big business 
smugly walked out of the 
WSSD congratulating the 
UN on implementing the 
partnership agreements. 

Greenpiss 

Greenpeace did its utmost 
to further marginalize itself 
when Greenpeace Interna- 
tional Political Director 
Remi Parmentier appeared 
with Bjorn Stigson, the 
president of the World Busi- 
ness Council for Sustainable 
Development. This disgust- 
ing action clearly shows how hierarchical organizations 
have a habit of being non-democratic, exclusive and full 


Actions and the Social Movement 

The South African social movement waited for the 
WSSD to show the world what neoliberalism and the 

corporate mindset are doing 
to the poor and the environ- 
ment. Local activists were 
joined by some international 
activists and a small Black 
Bloc. From the beginning, 
protesters were antagonized 
by the massive police and 
army presence reminiscent 
of apartheid times. 

While the largest demon- 
strations went relatively 
peacefully, several other pro- 
tests were met with teargas, 
water cannons, rubber bul- 
lets and beatings. In the 
conference center, even the 
slightest actions were forc- 
ibly dealt with. Apparently, 
the South African govern- 
| ment and the UN need to 
| relearn the basic principles 
of democracy, especially ones 
not synonymous with sell- 
ing out our future to the greed 
of big business. 

This article originally ap- 
peared in the September-Octo- 
ber 2002 issue of Roots, the 
journal of Action for Solidarity, 
Equality, Environment and Development (A SEED) Europe. For 
more information, visit www.aseed.net. 


Protesters from the Landless Peoples Movement and the Anti- 
Privitization Forum, Johannesburg, South Africa, August 27 


Rio+20: The United Nations Survival Conference 
for Rescuing Earth, Water and People 


In 2012, Thimphu, Bhutan, will host the Survival Con- 
ference for Rescuing Earth, Water and People (SCREWAP) — 
20 years after the United Nations (UN) Conference on 
Environment and Development was held in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. Bhutan has been chosen due to its location above 
sea level and to ensure that Southern countries have 
good representation. 

Governments, non-governmental organizations and 
corporations will discuss issues such as how to prevent 
the remaining 30 species on the planet from becoming 
one single species. Moreover, it will be decided whether 
the UN-World Trade Organization Agreement on the 
Deregulation of Investment on the Moon and Mars is 
subordinate to its other agreement regarding the Final 
Preservation of the Ozone Layer. 


Participation costs: A special discount for 
greenwashed corporate lobby groups and Greenpeace 
business consultants. Social and environmental ac- 
tivists have to register five years in advance and will 
not be allowed to participate if they have done any 
form of anti-social activities, such as waving banners 
in front of corporations or government institutions. 
The voices of the poorest will be spoken for, so there 
is no need for their inclusion. All participants will 
have to fundraise for their own carbon credits, which 
go into the Intergalactic Carbon Trading Sludge Fund 
that has been set up to make sure that we will tackle 
the problems of climate change in space — when we 
get there. 

For more information, visit www.aseed.net in 10 years. 
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by Anne Petermann, Patrick 
Reinsborough and Doyle Canning 

Nearly 1,000 eco-activists from around 
the US came together to form a massive 
Eco-Bloc at the September 28 direct ac- 
tion to quarantine the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) in 
Washington, DC. The concept for the 
Eco-Bloc emerged from the reality that 
we can no longer afford to look at the 
symptoms of ecological collapse in iso- 
lation from their roots in the corporate 
takeover of the planet. 

The Eco-Bloc gave visibility to the fact 
that economic globalization and corpo- 
rate rule are incompatible with ecologi- 
cal values. It became a political space 
that moved beyond single issue envi- 
ronmentalism to bring a strong Earth- 
centered message to challenge the World 
Bank and IMF. 

In August, activists representing an 
array of organizations met at the Action 
for Social and Ecological Justice (ASEJ) 
office in Burlington, Vermont. There 
was a sense that the environmental per- 
spective that had been so prominent at 
the Seattle World Trade Organization 
meetings in 1999 was missing from sub- 
sequent mass actions. Possible ways to 
reinfuse the global justice movement 
with an ecological message and how to 
clearly articulate this message to the 
public and the media were discussed. 
As a result, a call went out to ecological 
activists from coast to coast to come to 
Washington, DC, in September to form 
a unified Eco-Bloc. 


Eco-Bloc 

Converges on Washington 
forGlobalJustice Actions 

The Eco-Bloc symbolizes our collec- 
tive future, prioritizing the voices of those 
most impacted by ecological destruc- 
tion. A contingent of people from the 
global South led the Eco-Bloc, including 
indigenous people from throughout the 
Americas. Oscar Olivera, the Bolivian 
activist who helped to stop the privatiz- 
ation of water, marched, as did activists 
from Uganda, Indonesia and East Timor. 
They were present and spoke of the 
ecological and social impacts being ex- 
perienced by their communities due to 
World Bank and IMF policies. 

A huge, flowing, blue "living river" 
courtesy of the Pagan Cluster accented 
the sea of green that was the Eco-Bloc. 
There were biodiversity banners, Earth- 
centered messages, the biohazard-suit- 
clad Biotech Marching "Banned." The 
Eco-Bloc also included a giant Trojan 
horse representing World Bank and IMF 
pro-oil development policies, and a 
giant redwood stump from California 
provided a striking rallying point for Eco- 
Bloc spokescouncils throughout the day. 

The Eco-Bloc was organized around 
several main themes representing some 
of the most serious ecological disasters: 

• Biotechnology and the patenting 
and privatizing of life. The World Bank 
is heavily enmeshed in this issue, and 
there are frequent exchanges in staff 
between the World Bank and biotech- 
nology industries. 

• Deforestation. Currently, the World 
Bank is rewriting its forestry guidelines 
to allow it to directly fund the logging of 
virgin tropical rainforests. 

• Fossil Fuels and Global Wanning. 
The World Bank continues to focus 
heavily on the development and extrac- 
tion of fossil fuels, even as the world 
faces the impending social and ecologi- 
cal fall-out from unmitigated global cli- 
mate change. 

• Water Privatization. Fresh water is 
increasingly being considered the next 
"oil." World Bank policies that encour- 
age countries to privatize their fresh wa- 
ter are exacerbating the struggle for clean 

continued on next page 
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Water Wars in California 

On September 4, the Center for 
Biological Diversity, Sierra Club 
and the Cabazon Band of Mission 
Indians filed a lawsuit in federal 
court in Los Angeles stating that 
the government has failed to pro- 
tect California's Salton Sea. 

The Salton Sea, located 1 20 miles 
northeast of San Diego, is a 380- 
square-mile, land-locked lake. 
Ninety percent of California's 
coastal wetlands have been filled 
in, thus making the Salton Sea 
critical habitat for thousands of 
migratory birds. However, lacking 
an outlet to the ocean, the sea has 
become over-salinated and could 
become uninhabitable. 

The Bureau of Reclamation was 
required to develop a plan to re- 
store the sea by 2000. The recent 
lawsuit states that the feasibility 
studies and Environmental Impact 
Statement are two years too late. 

There is additional controversy 
surrounding the water that is 
needed to restore the Salton Sea. 
Under pressure from other west- 
ern states, California has proposed 
a water transfer deal that would 
cut off the water supply going to 
the Salton Sea. 

The Department of the Interior 
has threatened to cut back 
California's Colorado River water 
allotment as soon as December 31, 
if the water transfer deal is not 
finalized by then. 

Norway Nixes Dumping 

In August, Norway denied per- 
mission for a controversial project 
to dump more than five tons of 
liquid carbon dioxide into the 
Norwegian Sea. 

Funded by research institutions, 
scientists theorize that dumping 
carbon dioxide in liquid form 
deep into the sea would help to 
slow global warming. 

Environmentalists contend, 
however, that the project violates 
international conventions on 
dumping industrial wastes at sea. 
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Eco-Bloc continued 



From inside the "Living River" Pagan Cluster of the Eco-Bloc 

continued from previous page 


water by peoples in the global South. The United Nations is 
also complicit by categorizing fresh water as a human "need" 
rather than a human "right." 

The Eco-Bloc was a huge success, bringing together activists 
from around the world under the banner of "Global Ecology, 
Global Democracy Now!" The consensus on the street was for 
a continuation of the Eco-Bloc concept and for future Eco- 
Blocs to occur at other anti-economic globalization mass 
actions and protests. 

Beyond the Eco-Bloc lies the possibility for "blocs" around 
a myriad of distinct issues in a rainbow of colors. As we 
learned, marching together in organized blocs is tremen- 
dously empowering. It helps to visually demonstrate our 
message of unity to the public and the media by showing that 
economic globalization is the common thread to many 
different issues. 


Frontlines; 

13 Women, 13 Trees 

Maxxam/Pacific Lumber (PL) is violating an August 
29 court order to stop logging operations on 210,000 
acres in Humboldt County, California. In response, 13 
women ascended into treesits in the Freshwater, Van 
Duzen and Mattole watersheds to defend the forests. 

Three new treesits are up in the Freshwater treevillage 
and eight women have joined Remedy and Raven in the 
logging area. On September 23, 150 people rallied in 
celebration of Remedy's sixth month in the trees. On 
the fourth anniversary of the death of David "Gypsy" 
Chain, 20 activists successfully halted logging for the 
day. Fifteen forest defenders were cited and released. 

On September 9, a treesit was raised in the Mattole to 
protect a stand of four old-growth Douglas fir trees. 
Shortly after the treesit began, a lone treesitter was 
evicted after a standoff with PL's contract henchman 
Climber Eric. The treesitter locked down to a branch 
above her head and stood her ground until everything 
around her was cut away. She was belayed to the 
ground, and the timber sale was cut. 


As we witnessed in Washington, DC, the power of our vision 
for an ecological and democratic future is a unifying force. By 
being a massive and organized presence within the larger 
march, the Eco-Bloc proved itself to be an important anchor 
both to the direct action and to the call for global justice. 

To connect with other Eco-Bloc organizers or to report an 
Eco-Bloc action in your community, contact Patrick at (415) 
722-1846; ASEJ at (802) 863-0571; or eco-bloc@riseup.net. 

Anne Petermann is an activist with Action for Social and Ecologi- 
cal Justice, Patrick Reinsborough works with Mobilization for Global 
Justice and Doyle Canning works with the Biotechnology Project. 

World Bank Protesters Faced Mass Arrests 

During the World Bank and International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) meetings in Washington, DC, the global 
justice movement’s cacophony of voices was successful in 
bringing its message to the world, despite facing disrup- 
tion by the police and mass arrests. 

On September 27, 40 members of the Pagan Cluster 
were arrested while marching peacefully from Dupont 
Circle. A critical mass-style bike ride to Freedom Plaza was 
disrupted when police cordoned off some 300 bikers at 
Pershing Park. Other activists were simply arrested for 
marching without a permit. 

On September 28, 649 activists were arrested pre- 
emptively during the People's Strike organized by the 
Anti-Capitalist Convergence. Arrestees reported that it 
took some six hours to be processed and moved into a gym 
before being released. 

As a result of these actions, the regular evening news/ 
war pep rally was constantly interrupted with images of 
people willing to be arrested to fight corporate glabalization 
and Bush's war agenda. 


Climbing High in the Sierras 

Forest defenders in the Yuba River watershed of the 
Sierra Nevada set up a treesit on August 29 to protect 
2,880 acres of forest. After the logging started on 
September 1 1, a second treesit was built to tie into the 
first one. Sierra Pacific Industries' helicopters logged 
every tree within 40 feet of the treesits. The treesitters 
are continuing their standoff in the longest Sierra 
treesit to date. 

Locked Out and Locked Down 

Roseburg Forest Products on September 23 began 
logging the Peak Timber Sale where Mazama Forest 
Defenders have been occupying the trees since July. 
A full closure of the 700-acre area was enforced, 
blocking the public from witnessing the clearcutting 
of ancient trees near the two treesits. On September 
24, a protester locked down to a back hoe stopping 
work for the day. 

On September 28, 30 local residents rallied at the 
closure boundary. Law enforcement officers arrested 
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World Bank Blockaded 


by Karen Pickett 


The following excerpt was taken from an article that originally 
appeared in the November-December 1 987 Earth First! Journal. 

In late September, as international bankers converged on 
Washington, DC, Earth Firstlers rallying in defense of the 
rainforests also gathered in that concrete jungle. On October 


a rowdy protest. Many mainstream environmental organiza- 
tions and representatives from foreign non-governmental 
organizations had been invited to parts of the meeting this 
year as "visitors." Although this is a step in the right direction, 
we felt that it could create a false picture of the World Bank 
sitting at the table with environmentalists and solving prob- 
lems of rainforest destruction. In fact, visitor status does not 
give the visitor much voice and problems are far from being 
solved. So we felt it was important that, while some environ- 
mentalists were inside, others be outside protesting, showing 
the world that we will remain at war with the World Bank as 
long as they wage war on the environment. 

On the closing day of the World Bank meeting, we dis- 
played signs and chanted: "Damn the World Bank, Not the 


1, about 100 people held a raucous 
protest in front of the international 
headquarters of the World Bank. The 
protest, organized by Earth First!, 
coincided with the annual meeting 
of World Bank finance ministers. 

Earth First! has played a major role 
in the rainforest campaign for the 
past few years, and the World Bank, 
being the principal funder of 
rainforest destruction, has been one 
of our major targets. 

The action marked our first attempt 
to stage a large demonstration and 
civil disobedience action in an area 
with few active EF!ers and with no 



During the World Bank meeting on September 30, 1987, 
confounded police and tourists looked on as two EFlers 
scrambled up the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, DC. 
They unfurled a banner — "Equal Rights for All Species. Save 


Amazon!" As the energy peaked, 13 
of us linked arms, paraded across the 
street and sat with our banner, block- 
ing the main doorway to the bank. 
DC metro police and swarms of bank- 
ers watched nervously. During our 
sit-in, we enjoyed a wonderful echo 
chamber effect created by the over- 
hanging roof that amplified our 
chants, carrying them, hopefully, to 
the inner offices of this tightly 
guarded building. 

The short time we spent in the DC 
jail was a small price to pay for ex- 
pressing to the world our opposition 
to rainforest destruction. 


resemblance to the green environ- the Rainforest. Earth First!"— in protest of the World Bank's Back issues of the Earth First!Journal 

ment that is our usual stage. It was rainforest-destroying policies. are available for five dollars each. Please 


important for us to do something no other environmental inquire for bulk discount prices. Or order our near-complete 22-year 


group involved in the rainforest campaign would do — stage set for $500. 


one activist who broke the closure line and two freelance 
reporters who swam across the Rogue River to witness 
the arrest. All three were charged with second-degree 
criminal trespass and have been released on bail. 

Pacific ELF Hits Forest Research Station 

The Pacific Earth Liberation Front claimed responsi- 
bility for the August 1 1 arson targeting the US Forest 
Service Northeast Research Station in Irvine, Pennsylva- 
nia. The fire caused $700,000 in damages and destroyed 
tree-farming research. According to the communique, 
"This lesson in ‘prescribed fire' was a natural, necessary 
response to the threats posed to life in the Allegheny 
National Forest by proposed timber sales, oil drilling 
and greed." 

Powerline Target Practice 

Since May, insulators on several Bonneville Power 
Administration (BPA) transmission lines near Oakridge, 
Oregon, have been shot out, causing an estimated $40,000 
in damages. Investigators believe these shootings were 


planned to cause power outages only after the shooter 
left the area. The first incident, 25 miles east of Eugene, 
targeted 80 insulators on the Cougar-Thurston line. In 
nearby Westfir, a shot-out powerline started a fire that 
halted generation at a powerhouse and caused several 
power outages. 

Protecting the Sacred 

On September 16, the Sage Council, a grassroots 
environmental group in Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
conducted a press conference at the Petroglyph Na- 
tional Monument to draw attention to a secretly ap- 
proved road being built there. 

The road, which would impact sacred petroglyphs 
carved by the Anasazi people more than 3,000 years ago, 
was authorized by the mayor without any public input. 
During the press conference, 18 trucks carrying asphalt 
lined up to begin constructing the road for a private land 
developer along the monument'sboundaries. Seven people 
from the group blocked the construction and were imme- 
diately arrested. 
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Controversial Primate Lab Shut Down 


The Animal Liberation Front (ALF) aims to not only 
liberate animals from places of abuse but also to inflict 
economic damage on those who profit from the misery 
and exploitation of animals. 

It was with this latter goal in its sights that the ALF 
claimed responsibility for a fire at the Coulston Founda- 
tion, near Alamogordo, New Mexico, in the early morning 
hours of September 20, 2001. The fire resulted in one 
million dollars in damages. 

The Coulston Foundation is a biomedical research labora- 
tory, which infects captive chimpanzees with human dis- 
eases and breeds them for medical experiments. Founder Fred 
Coulston began working with chimpanzees in the 1 960s after 
experiments he was conducting on human prisoners were 
halted. In 1993, the Coulston Foundation was formed when 
he merged his primate care projects to create the largest 
colony of captive chim- 
panzees in the world. At 
its peak, the foundation 
had a staff of 120 em- 
ployees and more than 
600 chimpanzees. 

According to the 
ALF communique, "We 
wanted to liberate all 
these animals, but be- 
cause of difficulty in 
moving and sheltering 
them, we decided the 
best way to help them 
was to cause as much 
economic damage to the 
Coulston Foundation as 
possible. We intend for 
this act of nonviolent 
economic sabotage to 
bring an end to this truly evil institution." 

At the time of the arson, the foundation was teetering on 
the brink of financial collapse. Violations of the Animal 
Welfare Act had been going on for years and had hurt the 
foundation’s ability to attract private clients. The US Depart- 
ment of Agriculture had brought more charges against the 
foundation than any other research lab. The Coulston Foun- 
dation found itself in such a decrepit state that the National 
Institutes of Flealth pulled its funding in June 2001 . Coulston 
himself had to provide more than seven million dollars of his 
own funds to keep the foundation afloat. Baby chimpanzees 
were sold to cover the employee payroll. 

On September 16, the Coulston Foundation announced 
that it was shutting its doors and that the chimpanzees were 
to "retire." Followingyears of pressure from activists, Coulston 
was throwing in the towel on account of poor finances. 


Coulston had tried and failed to locate a buyer for his lab. 
Then in the Spring, he began negotiating with the Florida- 
based Center for Captive Chimpanzee Care. The center 
stepped in and bought the property on the condition that 
the foundation would release all of its 266 chimpanzees 
and 61 monkeys to the center's sanctuary. 

With the deal now complete, Dr. Carole Noon, founder 
and director of the center, remarked, "We are thrilled to 
offer these long-suffering chimpanzees and monkeys the 
best possible outcome in the nearly decade-long contro- 
versy over this laboratory. Now we can begin the process of 
rehabilitation and restitution for the terrible wrongs in- 
flicted on these individuals in the name of science." 

This could very well be the first time that animal rights 
activists have forced an animal research laboratory out of 
business. The Coulston Foundation's financial min was a 

direct result of an unre- 
lenting eight-year cam- 
paign — led by In Defense 
of Animals (IDA) and 
Animal Protection of New 
Mexico — that prompted 
unprecedented regula- 
tory action by the Food 
^ and Drug Administra- 
| tion, the US Department 

1 of Agriculture and other 
f agencies. Activists uti- 
| lized diverse tactics rang- 
•§. ing from developing a 

2 network of employees to 
”2 serve as whistleblowers 
1 from inside the founda- 
' tion to grassroots pres- 
sure applied in the form 
of protest. 

Today, Coulston may recall a comment he made in a 
1997 New York Times article where he stated, "How many 
chimps do you want? You can raise them like you do cattle. 
In 10 years, you could have half a million." While his 
personal dream of cornering the market on chimpanzees 
has been trampled, and even though these particular 
chimpanzees will no longer live in isolated prisons of 
concrete floors and metal walls, the work is far from over. 

"Even though the Coulston Foundation is dead, its 
perverted view of chimpanzees as 'hairy test tubes' lives 
on,” warned IDA President Dr. Elliot Katz. "We will not rest 
until all research on chimpanzees ends and each one of the 
1,400 still imprisoned in labs is forever freed from the 
horrors of experimentation." 

For more information on the Coulston Foundation cam- 
paign, visit www.vivisectioninfo.org/Coulston/totalvictory. 



The Coulston Foundation had the largest colony of captive chimpanzees. 
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News from Nowhere 
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% 


we 


we are 


‘Another ‘bfewspaper? 

We decided tfiat a free paper that covers the many 
different aspects of creating and hiving in a non- 
hierarcicah and ecofogicaffy fust society was ready needed 
In our quest for a society based on mutuah aid and vol- 
untary cooperation without the coercion of a rufing ehite 
have noticed a sofid dogmatism that, quite frankly, 
sick of. 

We can not afford to waste our energy on internal 
struggfes and debates about who is more revohutionary 
than whom. T’his saps at the very root of our fight for a 
better worfd. 

We hope to pubhish various stories whether they are 
viohent or non viohent, happy or sad, passive or aggres- 
sive, theoretical or practicaf; for it’s from different ideas 
and dreams that we can create a free worfd 

Our uhtimate goal is a worfd without wars, poverty, eco- 
fogicaf destruction and oppression, where aff things, hu- 
man or not are vafued and free to five. We do not wish to 
continue the hoffow fifestyfe sold to us by corporate mas- 
ters. We hope for a worfd of p fay and happiness beyond the 
dull monocufture of this one, where true wifdness and the 
human worfd coexist equally. It is our intention topubfish 
stories that wi iff hefp create and maintain these goafs. 

We most oppose aff forms of coercion incfuding the state. 
We oppose nationaf borders, ideas of ethnic or cuftural 
superiority recreate the worfd we hope to escape. (Private 
property and money create social division and injustice. 

We five in a compfex worfd, but hope to remind peopfe 
not to forget to have fun and retain a sense of humor by 
printing humor, as weffas, phifosophy, practicaf ideas and 
action information. Unless it much easier to just publish 
Wifdcat comics. 

It is our befief that in the supermarket of ideas we 
must beam to steaf from everyone for even a idiot some- 
times speaks the truth. 

So, certainty, you should get writing idiot! 

Earth First! Journal blank wall-special insert www.earthfirstiournal.orc 




Capitalist' Socmrir Sucks 


governments have nothing to give us except what they 
have first taken away, Tfo one can give us freedom, groups 
that promise freedom and peace fie and give us war and 
injustice instead, perpetrating the crime of hierarchy in 
the name offiherty. The cofoniafism so deepfy ingrained 
in our minds has created the monotone ‘McCufture of the 
western worfd that is being sofd to the gfohe in theffash- 
ing images on TV and on the sifverscreens of 1 doffywood 

Contrary to the view of gfobafization supporters in- 
dustriaf production doesn’t automaticafly provide poor 
'third Worfd workers with the keys to weafth and happi- 
ness. In the apparef industry the pay 
raises don’t even come cfose to the in- 
ffation in the country, even with in- 
creased in exports to the United 
States. ^Economists point to the fact 
that 20 years ago 25% of the worfd 
fivedon a doffar a week. Whife today 
it is down to 20% fiving on a doffar a 
week convenientfy feaving out that 
now the fact is that a doffar 20 years 
ago coufd buy you a fot more than it 
does now. 'As the ofd quote goes there 
are three kinds offies; fies, damn fies, 
and statistics that prove your point. 

Capitafism forces peopfe to seff themsefves into wage sla- 
very where everything thing is for safe; your time, your en- 
ergy, your fife. Where you know the price of everything but 
the vafue of nothing. We can no longer sit on the fence. It is 
not a matter of free trade or fair trade or afriendfierform of 
our oppression. Oursefves and our worfd are not for seff. 

Industriaf production with its time cfocks, speciafiza- 
tion, and production for prof t for its own sake is a fur- 
ther division offabor that create cfassism and hierarchy. 
Sociaf cfass did not faff from the moon. It was created 
using the division offabor. In hunter and gatherer societ- 
ies men hunted and women gathered. As time went by the 
hunters turn to warriors and then to 'Kings. T’his was the 
embryo of the modern patriarc ha f worfd. 

Sociaf cf asses produce a psycho fogy of domination, and 


when peopfe fose controf of their destinies they in turn try 
to controf someone or thing efse. T’his afienation is the 
creator of cfass war, sexism, racism, homophobia and eco- 
logicaf destruction. Whenever someone efse is in controf 
humanity, everything efse on thepfanet is endangered. 

'. Because of the disenchantment created by the consumer 
worfd, wefffour fives with stuff to help usfeefwhofe. As 
we get bored with one thing the capitafist system feeds us 
a different fifestyfe in order to create a new and demand- 
ing market. Whether it is guru, craftsman or rock star, aff 
are new images needing new stuff to maintain that nifty 

new fifestyfe. 'the mar- 
ket can afsofeed us new 
vafues of universaf fove, 
nature and openness, 
new views for consofa- 
tion, fike pacifism, pa- 
ganism and astro fogy 
are aff things from the 
past repackaged and 
sofd to you for consump- 
tion. this hefps us not 
to notice how stuck we 
are in the vicious circfe 
of production, consump- 
tion and waste and forces us to work to pay for things we 
don’t reaffy need as weffas working to make more unnec- 
essary stuff. It's an insane paper chase and compfetefy 
unnecessary, except to keep consumer capitafism grinding 
on. Ter haps onfy 5% of the work done today feeds, heats 
and fights our fives, the rest is pretty much unnecessary. 

A move away from work woufd obvious fy benefit the 
more down trodden peep fe in society. 

Teafity today is fuff of unfuffiffed peopfe traveffing in 
streets fuff of banks, shops, traffic and neon fights. Streets 
fufl of cops and adverts for things you don’t even need. We 
five rushing to work, punching the cfock when we shoufd 
be punching our boss. ‘these capitafist, reafity-seffing 
fifestyfe s are a very poor imitation of having a reaf fife. 
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Sovioux as ‘BfEQ.'urr'QTUC 

The boredom of society today can’t be reformed it must powerful efites refy on sociaf division to stay in controf of 


be repfaced. We seek to repface tbe dominant cufture of 
death with the ecology of everyday fife, where we reconnect 
with oursefves and thepfanet around us. 51 concrete worfd 
breed’s apathy but even the cities were built onfertife sod 
and fresh water we just need to break through the swface. 

if we are to reconnect oursefves to the worfd around us 
we need to work together. ‘Mutual' aid and cooperation in 
affinity groups in a community is the antidote to the afien- 
ation of mass society. T’his wiff, if we are success overcome 
the culturaf baggage that has created racism. If a cat and 
a crow can work together surety peopfe can. 

'All too often peopfe who wish to see the end of oppres- 
sion just mirror the structure of the oppressor and repface 
it. identity pimps sefl us ideas of a cfass, gender, or ethnic 
group being the true suppfiers of freedom when they are 
realty repackaging the ofd worfd rather than creating an 
equaf and progressive society. Often times this deifying of 
other cultures does nothing but create further cfass and 
race division based on different skin cofor or heritage of 
cufturaf upbringing. T’he worshipping of a group of peep fe 
rnerety maintains the hierarchy of modern society. 

There is a continuing appeal of nationalism in ever so 
caffed radicaf centers. Tor as tong as there is sociaf divi- 
sion and separation their can never be equafity. In fact 


us. T’hey need to divide to stay in power over us and use 
fear to continue the status quo. We can’t use the master’s 
toots, like nationafism or afienation, to destroy the mas- 
ters house. You onfy have to took at Israefto see that even 
those who have lived through a hofocaust repeat the pat- 
tern of other states. Cufturaf, pofiticaf and ethnic isofa- 
tion perpetuates this racists system and is a retreat to- 
wards death. We can’t rank whose oppression is the worst 
or dictate whose struggfe shoufd be primary. T’here is no 
privileged points of rupture, no person or subject which is 
absofutefy radicaf and irrecuperabfe by the dominant or- 
der, and which constitutes an absofutefy guaranteed point 
oj departure for totaf transformation. 

Racism isn’t a biofogicaf instinct in the brain. It comes 
from our origins in tribaf societies and can easify be over 
come by working together for our own mutuaf beneft. We 
have to create a human community of empowered indi- 
viduafs who can work together. Our fiberation can not be 
imposed You can not fiber ate me and 1 can not fiber ate 
you but together we can achieve our fiberation. 

An ofd native America prophecy tafks of peopfe of aff 
creeds, cofors and refigions joining to save thepfanet and 
in turn fiberating us too. 
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Lmfb mfo LteertY 


‘Malcolm X once pointed out that aff revofutionary 
struggles are centered on the question of land. Land Is 
the basis of freedom, justice and equafity. T'he agricuf- 
ture/food industry is the second most prof itabfe indus- 
try in the capita fist worfd after the pharmaceuticaf in- 
dustry, so if we can learn to take care of ourselves through 
free skoofs, work communady to feed oursefves and have 
health care for those around us, then we are taking di- 
rect action. We are undermining the systems hofd over 
the world and us. Whether it he a primitive camjp in the 
woods, an insurgent communaf farm in the ‘Appalachian 
‘Mountains or a guerida garden in the city, ad are work- 
ing towards a better worfd. T’here is no one way. Diver- 
sity is our strength. T’hese autonomous zones give a gfance 
into a different way of (if e, giving us a refreshing Cook at 
how the worfd coufd be. 

(jfobafism needs resources from across thepfanet to sur- 
vive. The mega machine exgfoits those who work the (and; 
peopfe who have nothing to gain from cooperating with 
capitaf and so take back the (and. groups in Centraf 
America and South America (ike the ‘MST’ reoccupy (and 
just the same as urban guerida gardeners do in cities 
around the VS. 

T’hese ideas are nothing new. During the ‘Middle Ages 
peopfe (ike the Taborites, the free Spirits, and the Diggers 
fought the (and lords to return the (and to the peopfe. Tven 
in Modern times the Maknovisx in the Vkraine burnt 


their (eases and returned the (and to the peasants. T’he 
rady cry of “Land and Liberty" rang out from those (ike 
the Magon brothers and their supporters and again dur- 
ing the agricufturaf coflective uprisings in Spain when 
800., ooo people where organized into 2,000 codectives. 

When peopfe talk of o\’er popu(ation-the families and 
the destruction it creates-they are missing the point. It’s 
industriafism that forces peopfe to move away from the 
(and and into cities in search of food and profit, creating 
an atmosphere of overcrowding and poverty. Often times 
when peoples go hungry it is not for (ack of food but (ack 
of justice. It’s more profitabfe to feed grain and soy grown 
in the third worfd to animafs at industriaf farms in the 
west than feed it to the poor. During the famine in Lthio- 
pia in the 8o’s for every bag of grain given to the refugees 
dispfaced during the civdwar ^Ethiopia exported 4 bags 
to pay back its debt so it coufd continue fighting the war. 

'Ey 2028 there is going to be an estimated 8 bidion 
peopfe on thepfanet. We can’t simpfy sit back and (et the 
agricufturaf industry push its (ies of biotech and chemi- 
cafs as the solution to the growing popufation. Land re- 
distributes and the destruction of capitafism is the onfy 
hope for wifderness and humans. T’he poor don’t need to 
be growing chemical hungry monocufture cash crops (ike 
coffee or tea or drugs to survive. T’hey need (and and sus- 
tainabfe permacufture so as not to destroy thepfanet that 
ad fife depend on. 
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We’d all have starved to death, 
if it hadn't been for the grain 
given from Europe. — - 


Uiut became the 
Sramyeeyiemijevrfaivei? 
JW yeveatttaU?? 


No. That was exported to Europe 
. and fed to cattle. , 
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of the Leviathan who, in the name 
of progress and civdization, are 
doing their best to steam rod the 
biosphere arid humanity, hut root- 
ing for the impending codapse as 
a cure ad is even worse. 

In a collapse people such as 
Those people who tad about class struggle arid revolution survivabists and white supremacists wid capitafize on the 
without the reference to everyday fife, without understanding opportunity to promote their own goafs. T’hey often five in 
what’s subversive with fove andwhat ispositive in the refusal of ruraf areas, know how to five off the fandand have may have 
constraints, these people have corpses in their mouths. undergone guerrilla training, have weapons and know howto 

“Anything can happen, who 15 years ago woufd of have use them. Trom out of the chaos a new order wid emerge, and 
predicted the end of the Cofd War and the changes and it won’t be the one we envision. Out of the ashes other huffy 
“hfefson “Mandafa becoming head of South Africa. Look at boys wid arise toffex their muscles. 


the rise of the anti-gfobafiza- 
tion movement. (jz/RMT/ 

WT 0 had meetings for years 
then ad of a suddenpeopfe showed 
up on the streets. “It is time to de- 
mand the impossibfe or we may 
wed be faced with the unthinkabfe. 

‘ It seems that as fong as our 
struggfe is not on our own 
terms but in the terrain of 
capital there wid be no cre- 
ation of a better worfd. 

What is the point of occu- 


pying the factories when its pro- 
duction that shoufd be stopped? Why 
shoufd we wish to take over the system 



In other cases an imposed “better worfd” may have 
devastating effects on the non human worfd. T'here is 
an exampfe of this in “Rwanda where the tribe 
in power was kicked out and ran way into 
the forest where they sfaughtering any- 
thing that didn’t more quicker than an 
AR-47's buffet. T'hey destroyed the 
focaf endangered mountain goriffas. 

“Unfess the sociaf re- 
fationship is changed 
by a popufar revofu- 
tion then the ofd ty- 
rants wiff continue 


their destructive ways. 
Just as we need mu- 
tuaf aid to overcame the afienation 
that imprisons us? So we can seff manage our own impris- of humanity we afso need to have ecology of everyday fife. We 
onment? Why keep the corporations domestic when it goes need to reconnect with the world around us and fight the 
on to ruin the focaf environment? Surely we arefghting a psychology of domination not just of people but afso of the 
losing battle if we are fighting for industry. It’s a system so environment. Recple have to become part of the ecosystem, 
diabolical thatpoisons the food that we eat, water we drink Reopfe in the third worfd are resisting the monopofiz- 
and air we breath why woufd we want to take it over? ing of seed production and the patenting of biotech seeds. 

It wiff take a sociaf revolution to bring permacufture T'hey are not buying the ideas of economic growth, predi- 
to the cities: a revolution that tears up most of the streets catedon the work of women and the third worfd. We must 
and turns them into food, forests, and gardens. “Reclaim support their struggfe by creating our own here, 
the rooftops for solar panels , we need no more power plan- “Modern capitalist relationships have pushed many 

ets choking our air. Rain caught in tanks rather then people to the periphery of society leaving nothing to gain 
dams so rivers and fish can run free again. “Under the from the worfd we five in today. A little jolt could disrupt 
pavement a garden! their way of thinking and turn them against the system. 

“It’s bad enough having to deaf with the arrogant elite’s So let’s act up. 
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Tor a better worbd we aff. 

We have no desire to mereby turn t fie worfcf upside (Revobutionaru knowbedge can’t be taught, and it 

down, but wish to create a human and nonhuman can’t be force-fed, it does not precede 




experience, it 

community ofequabs with no riding ebite. “Be it a tribe, jTowsfrom it. 

workers council, city rube or efected councif we can’t When peopbe have to depend on the state for pro- 
defegate our lives into someone efse’s hands. We want tectionfrom others they strengthenthe states hold on 
autonomy not democracy with affinity groups de- society. On a true community we don't 

their own destinies. We need to need apofice force. T’he very pres- 

ence of a Caw enforcement sys- 
tem in a community is an 
indication that something 
is not working. 'And the 
presence of thepobice is 
supposed to make it 
work? Such a force is 
repressive. A commu- 

B ni'ty is a p face where 
there is consensus; 
not where there is a 
crooked booking on- 
booker with a gun, cre- 
ating an atmosphere of 
unrest. 

We must beware of groups 
t promise a better deal. (Dur- 
ing the beginning of the industriab 
revobution in (Britain a group rose up against 
the centrabization and shoddy work industriabism 
offered, 'they bebived abb should be free to determine 
their own goafs and destinies rather than the need to 


ciding 

beam from each other with mu 
tuab respect to create a mufti 
cubturab worbd at peace with 
itself and the earth and to 
have fife without dead 
time. 

We do bebieve in di- 
rect-action, action that 
wibb bring power into 
our hands and not that 
of authority. Tor us di- 
rect action is a practice 
based on peopbes struggbes 
to overcome their own sub- 
ordination. Typicabby those 
with rebative dominance 
attampt to defne their subordi- 
nates, tebbing them what they “ready 
want’’ or ready need.” T'he 
disempowered people often have difficubtly in defin 
ing and naming themsebves and their lives — am 


that 


ererore 


and 


even more in acting on the sense ofsebf. (Direct action their own goafs and destinies rather than the need to 
is a way for people to get in touch with their own work determining those things, (t ? try sndstop them 
power and capacities, to take back the power ofnam- more (British troops where sent to their towns then 
ing themsebves adn theier fives. 


troop 

( hbapobeon had to face in (Europe at the same time. 



There is a real world outside of this capitalist crap. 
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No, we’re winning 
=» in South Sudan! 


Veil, at ieait wc iutatu yaMtaimayt lesiug i 


No, we’re winning 
in Iran ! 


IT S BEEN SAID UNDER THE PAVEMENT A BEACH. 
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Despite ferce repression tfie Luddites stiff posed quite 
a threat, so the government legalized trade unions. 
T’hey, in turn, convinced people to work in the facto- 
ries fry offering fetter pay and hours. The same tac- 
tic has historically feen used fy those in power from 
the Cathofic Church to governments giving women/ 
peopfe of co for/working cfass the vote so they can pick 
their own repressors, often times peopfe are called into 
tafks and are offered a seat at the taffe fike during 
the Spanish Revolution when CldT ’ headers joined the 
government or they are simpfy gunned down fike in 
'Russia (1917-2 1) or 'Mexico (1910). governments wiff 
never give us our freedom we must take it from them. 

Learning to five free from exploitation fy foy- 


never give us our freedom we must take it from them. 

Learning to five free from expfoitation fy foy- 
cotting the institutions fike hanks, corporations and 
the governments that are destroying our worfd is an 
important first step. We can hudd a new fife with 
each other and reclaim our destinies from those who 
want to controf our fives, 'jdumans are not intrinsi- 
caffy evif; rather the society we are raised in creates 
unnaturaf cutthroat attitudes and fefiefs. if right 
from the outset certain peopfe are denied a llposswili- 
ties of humanity, how can they sufseguentfy fe ex- 
pected to emerge as reaf peopfe ? When conflict comes, 
those who defend capital should fe reduce to the level 
of festiaf or mechanical adversities. We need to re- 
veal and demystify and demonstrate its contradic- 
tions and rise douft in their minds. We can’t make 
the mistake that we can somehow enforce our wiff over 
others or we too wiff become what we despise. 

Racketeers preach the merits of chaos and collapse, 
fut that wiff not bring about a fetter worfd for all its 
inhabitants. (Empires have come and gone fut the 
social relationship, the cfass structure, and the domi- 
nation of nature continues. Without a proactive ap- 


proach there is no hope. We should learn from the 


past and carry those lessons onto a free and just soci- 
ety for all ‘Befeiving that a huge collapse will return 
us to eden is unrealistic, for knowfege and history are 
passed on. 

Reopfe can learn to cooperate and humanity can 
learn to coexist with the worfd around it. (Do not fe 
fooled fy those who talk about total destruction rather 
than a world where the true beauty of a mutually 
cooperative society exists. Blot from the flight of ideas, 
fut only in action is freedom. 


Spare us some (social) change? 

So there you have it, our ideas and dreams. So 
what do you think? 

So this seemed a little rushed but the computer 
ate our entire first blankwall and we had to rewrite 
it in a night, oh the evils of the computer age. 

We are looking for ideas, articles, and art, so- if 
you likewhat the paper has to say or hate us and 
want to rant about it, than send us an article, don’t 
wait, do it right now!! Or write and tell us what you 
would like to see more of in the paper and we’ll do 
our best to bring it to you. 

If you want to help out but don’t want to write 
you can distro the papr, just write and tell us how 
many you want and where to send them and send 
some money for postage. 

The paper is free but the printing and postage 
aren’t, and at the moment it’s coming out of our pock- 
ets so if you can spare some change we really could 
do with some money. We are poor bastards and 
will not be able to out-of-pocket this forever. 

Any ideas or offers can be sent to us at, 

NFN POBOX 10384, Eugene OR 97440 or 
thenewsfromnowhere@yahoo.com. 




‘All prices incfucfe postage in 'North America pfease sencf tfiers 
cash or money orders with the payee blank. to sit 

Pamphlet On t 

Anarchy and what it stands for : Emma (Joldman $1 Onet 
Anarchy By Trrico “Mafatesta $2 Our 

Anarchism: The Teminist Connection hy Peggy Komegger $2 A hit 
Ahofition of Work and Primitive Affluence by Bob P lack $2 cook' 
Probably one of the best anti work rants you’ll ever read Tern 
and solution to work. Workers of the world relax. Ally 

Anthropology and Anarchism $2 afrai 

T’he ideas of (Reclus, Bougie , (Mauss , Pa d c liffe - B rown Trisi 
Kropotkin, Bookchin, Clastres, Zerzan. Pirst printed in Trin 
Anarchy the journal of desire armed A lot 

Behind the Balaclavas $2 Ana 

A critical look at the TZLld Sure 

Code of Student Pesistance $2 A he 

ideas on resisting state indoctrination at school toilet 

Consent or Coercion $1 T’he 

An anarchist case for social transformation and answers T’he 
to questions about anarchism (Kny 

Tear (Motorist; $1 T’he 

T’his is not a critique of the environmental destruction of Pari 
the car industry but the destructiveness of the whole car An e 
culture. T’he 

( Ecology of Pevolutionary thought $ 1 An a 

Murray Bookchins first pamphlet it coi 

Qrand Jury, a tool of political repression; $2 T’his 

T’he history and experience of (grand Juries from a guy in Argi 
the know. TV 1 

(grand Jury Comix. $ 1 Tout 

A comix f-om the 70’s about grand jury resistance revol 

(green Anarchy by Steve Booth S3 Tint 

What green anarchy needs to Steve first published in 1997 idea 
if an agent knocks. $ 1 Tree 

What to do if the cops come after you Well 

Land and Liberty; by Cjraham Burnett $2 plot 

Comic andhow to guide to urban gardening, edibleplanets beer 1 
and more. (More great pictures and ideas from this Punk tionc 
gardener. We a 

(Mapping the (green Anarchist future By (graham Pur- Why 
chase $2 Wna 

An Australian anarcho syndicialist look at how green Title 
anarchy could work. With 

(Modern School 'Movement $2 T’he 

(Reflection of student of the Terrer (Modern School an Whu 
anarchist school You 

(Molotov Cocktail $5 T’he 

A huge collection ofsituationist ideas from Pa ris 68 to the Bad 
(Kings (Mob, from the Angry brigade to the White Pan- Bla< 
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thers to the Bureau of Public Secrets. A great introduction 
to situationist ideas. 

On the poverty of student life $2 

One of the classic texts from the Situationist 1 nternational 
Our Allotment; by (graham Burnett $ 1 
A kids coloring book to encourage gardening, but also a 
cool Punk comic book. 

Permaculture, A beginners (guide by (graham Burnett $2 
Allyou ever wanted to know about permaculture andwere 
afraid to ask 

Prison Abolition by Yves Bourque $ 1 
Primitivism- An Illusion with no future $3 
A look at primitivism by one of the editors of the (green 
Anarchist fvm the "UK. 

Survival Without Pent $2 

A how to guide to squatting, from cooking to repair to 
toilets. 

T’he revolutionary Pleasure oj thinking for yourself $1 
T’he place of Anarchy in Socialistic Evolution By Peter 
(Kropotkin $1 

T’he anarchist princes looks at how anarchy could work. 
Paris 68 Si 

An eyewitness account of the events of Paris 68 

T’he Pise of the West by John Connor $3 

An a narcho-primitivist look at the rise of the west and how 

it could be undone 

T’his is what democracy looks like $2 

Arguments for Autonomy not democracy 

TV times $2 

Your 7 day guide of how to kill your TV. The TV can ’t be 

revolutionized 

Untying the (Knot. $2 

ideas for feminism Anarchism and Organization from Jo 
Treeman and Cathy Levine 

Well fed not an Animal dead; by (graham Burnett }2 
Plot just arid excellent vegan cookbook but also how to brew 
beer or wine andwhy we should grow it ourselves. Informa- 
tional and really necessary with great Punk art. 

We all live in Bhopal by (george Bradford Si 
Why industry really sucks 
What is Social Tcology by (Murray Bookchin $2 
T’itle says it all. 

Withered Anarchism by Bob Black S3 

T’he follow-up piece in response to (Murray Bookchin’s 

Whiter Anarchism from anarchy’s anti-hero. 

You cant blow up a social relationship $1 
T’he anarchist case against terrorism 
Badges 

Black and green stars $3 





"As an enviro poet activist who hooked up with Earth First! after reading about their Gila exploits in Gordon 
Solberg's Dry Country News, I was delighted the inner circle was open to radical poetry as part of their nascent 
newsletter, which quickly evolved into the Journal. I submitted a poem and was offered a job as poetry editor. So 
for 10 years, 1981 to 1991, 1 supplied a camera-ready page of poems I laid out and called Armed with Visions. Our 
motto: clear as cut glass & just as dangerous. Poets from around the country responded. I'm proud of the variety, 
the power and the wisdom of the poems during those 10 years. May Earth First! remain armed with visions." 

— Art Goodtimes 


Rekindling the Campfire: 

Dialogues with Our Elders 


poetry page. I started thinking that the only way to get it 
back was for Earth First! poets to organize. Then I heard 
Dana Lyons tell the story of Milton Born-with-a-Tooth and 
the Lonefighter's Society, and I came up with the name 
"Warrior Poets Society." 

EF!J: You've been my mentor and inspiration since my first EF! 
poem. Who were your mentors and inspirations when you began? 

DF: How far back do you want to go? After Longfellow, 
when I was in high school in New England, I encountered 
the poetry of Robert Frost. So I guess Frost was a mentor. I 
also read the English Romantic poets, whose own inspira- 
tion was largely nature-derived. 

EF!J: How can poetry be used to maintain EFl’s biocentric center? 

DF: Any biocentric poem creates a ripple — like a stone 
thrown in water. I think Armed with Visions needs to 
retain its biocentric focus aggressively — I've tried to do 
that, although I notice Goodtimes 
JjjjH (its previous editor) didn't always. I 
like to think of us as a compass 
jc&M needle— pointing in the direction we 

EF!J: What poets outside the EF! tradi- 
ff tion do you recommend for biocentric 
BilSjP f|i| inspiration (Snyder, Robinson Jeff cis, etc.)? 

DF: Well, I think Snyder and Jeffers 
are in the FF! tradition. They're at least 
honorary members of the Warrior Po- 
■ . ets Society. I'm sure there are many 
' ' ' * poets I don't know, but I'd recom- 
M mend Simon Ortiz, Peter Blue Cloud, 

JHF ■ -g. Joy Harjo and Linda Hogan for start- 
r§t i . , .V | e rs. Also Mary Oliver, W.S. Merwin 
’ i and Nanao Sakaki. 

UiMp&ky; I EF!J: Anything else, your call? 

1 DF: For most Americans, poetry is 
1 1 this weird "other language," like 


^^^^^^^^^^^^rtizers' Conference to do a regular 
column for the Journal. The Journal staff 
and I liked the thought of a series of dialogues with the 
elders from within the EF! movement. Yes, even in this late 
year of 2002, EF! has been blessed with the presence of 
many elders — those who have been around for 10, 1 5, even 
20 years and who have helped shape EF!'s activism, culture 
and philosophies. In this inaugural attempt, I interviewed 
Dennis Fritzinger, warrior poet extraordinaire and editor 
of the Armed with Visions page since 1991. He's also the 
only man in Earth First! history to begin a statement with 
the words: "Pardon me." 


EF! came along — I'd been taking col- 
lege classes, reading Edward Abbey 
and had an epiphany. 1 guess hearing 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow read 
to me when I was young made a 
lasting impression. It wasn't until col- 
lege that I decided I wanted to be a 
poet, though I had written a few things 
in high school. 

EFIJ: Who were our original EF! poet- 
pioneers? How has our poetry evolved? 

DF: The original EF! poet-pioneers 
were Art Goodtimes and Gary Snyder. 

I wasn’t around back then, but 
Goodtimes convinced Dave Foreman 
of the need for poetry in the move- 
ment, and Snyder was an early sup- 
porter and reader at EF! events. I would 

say that our poetry has become more De „„ /s Fritzinger: Support your right to ann bears 11,a * c 11 ia,lllliai 
connected to the oral tradition Chinese take-out. Or pizza. Even bet- 

through performance, sort of paralleling Slam and Stand- ter, I would like it to be a way we explore our deepest 
Up poetry. concerns about the planet we live on — how we can become 

EF!J: How did the Warrior Poets Society come about? better citizens of a teeming, species-rich globe. 

DF: I plead guilty to this one. I was in a panic because the Gnome Wolf Spirals is a poet, deep ecologist and misanthrope of 
staff that took over the Journal when the old staff (Nancy leprechaun descent. He lives seven street crossings from the nearest 
Zierenberg, John Davis, et. al.) quit, had dropped the lesbian coffee shop. 
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America at the end of August, under &i od, 
cooldng.in the filth of it? abandonee, 

?it? down to one of it? morning, routines, 
c-offee and a doughnut and the Today Show. 

At ^’OS), in the midst of the usual trivia, 
Something.Strange and new appears: 
a woman named Kemedy, I 'wing, in a redwood, 
five months long, and fifty yards high, 
pleading, with all her heart and Soul 
for the last few an^ie-nt trees. 

A true Voice in the wilderness, for one minute. 


oirzseti with fhvy 


Fnvy these ravens in their playful flight 
Who dive and tumble high above our heads, 
Flay airborne tag. and Shout their wild delight 
While activists enumerate the dreads 


That threaten wilderness under their wii 
Fwon et. al. divvy up watersheds 
hike bandits with elected hire-lin^?. 

It’s an inside iofc> ivitt complicit Teds. 


The rest of the Show proceeds a? follows : 
two minutes of lumber lackey lies, 
a stifled attempt by our hero for etpial time, 
ads for candy bars, Teener, antidepressants 
and F enny’s Super colossal L-abor Pay Sale, 
a five-minute interview with a Scrabble champi 
more ads for insurance, drugs, toilet cleaners, 
underwear, more drugc, — ads ads ads ad nau?e.urvi. 
Then the greenhouse weather report, 
drought withering.the western states, 
followed by, you gj/eSSed it, more ads. 

And Scattered out there across the land 
are Some young, women and young, men 
whojust happen to be there at 9 C© ; 
and their real education begins, 
here in the last week- of summer, 
as their hearts and minds are blown open 
by those moments on the Today Show. 

They are the KemedyS and Wrens and Saris 
and ttaydukeS and Sutter fys to come, 
and the Mother of us all i? caring, for them. 
Take heart, kemedy, they're on their way. 


Fnyoy innocence before it's too late 

To land, because the land's been tom to shreds 

Soeware lies politicians legislate, 

The Squirming. Scheming, of flightless bipeds. 


The toiic, lead-base mix of their green paint 
Makes laws look like exactly what they ain’t. 


S£NP FOZMS TO 
WAFFUOF FOF-TS SOCIETY 
F05 1A5~01 

ftFFKFLTr, CA ^712-^01 
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Freedom is hours on a Sandy beach 
gazing out to sea 

watchingthe sw Sink- info a Surreal horizon 

Freedom is the- rushing warm breath of Spring. 
blowing redemption through the- lush grove of your Soul 
as the- io-e melts away beneath your feet 


Freedom, like- honor, is its own re-ward 

which man^ fail to perce ive 

The-y See- ncthingto be- gained by Freedom 

no ladders leading, to power 

no systems of exaltation 

of what va lue they ask- is it in trade 

for a TV, or tickets to the Macy’s Pan Farade? 


Freedom is a country mile to go 
down a dusty road 

cursingthe gravel as if stabs your Soles 


Freedom is an emotion 
that needs to be rediscovered 


Freedom is hard-working, men 
coming, home to bra-burning, women 
while the kids raise hell in the backyard 


Freedom is the blues in your heart 
and bliss in your attitude 

and a comprehensive kiss now and then from an admirer 


Freedom is five guitars in harmony 
laug^ingand singfngSongpS of love and creation 
a round the fireside , by the lake, at dusk 


Freedom is a verb 

that needs to be experienced more often 


Freedom is when you don’t have to sneak to be unique 
don’t have to conform to customs 
or Shroud your f^e-lin^S in Some false propriety 
when it’s ok to not be one of the majority 
because no one is fryingfo bind or control you 
harm or o-ondition you 


Oh & od, keep their pitiful disease from infectingme 
and my community 
Keep their encroachingtecbnology 

from cybemizingmy subjectivity 
Keep their demented Sense of congest 

from cruelly transforming my home 
Keep their poisons from draining, into the streams I drink- 
from befoulingthe air I breathe 
Keep their stockyards and prisons 

from Springingup in the Swamps and grasslands 
Keep their parking lots from paving Faradise 


And keep their war machines 
ilingthe Farth So 
Hi ng blood in the (harden 
and keep their commercial activities 
from making. a frivolous fool out of me 


green 




Oh 6*od, keep their consuming minds and politics 
from disturbingall the wilderness 
Keep their slash and bum provision 
from making that fatal incision 
into the body of my Oiaian Mother 

— Scott Sandlin 



Dear 

Shit 

For 

Brains 


continued from page 3 
Editors' note: The Journal 
collective received a letter from 
an author expressing concern 
that colonialism and racism had 
occurred in our editorial process 
last issue. We feel this needs to 
be openly addressed and have 
decided to use the space nor- 
mally reserved for SFBs to print 
a sampling of the dialogue that 
occurred between the authors 
and the collective. The original 
text of the "Black Hills are Still 
Sacred" can be found at 
www.earthfirstjoumal.org. 

Dear Earth First! Journal, 
When you asked me to write 
an article about the situa- 
tion on the Black Hills, I 
decided to ask a 
friend to also 
write an ar- 
ticle (see 
EF!J Sep- 
tember-Oc- 
tober 2002). 

My friend is of 
the Oglala 
L a k o t a 
Band of 
the Great 
Sioux Na- 
tion and is 
a person that 
truly voices indigenous 
feelings over the Black Hills. 
She has experienced first- 
hand the effects of coloniza- 
tion, both of the land and of 
her people. She is a brave and 
courageous advocate for in- 
digenous rights in a land of 


rampant racism and European 
ignorance and arrogance. I 
asked her to write an article 
about the Black Hills because 
I, as a white person, cannot 
even begin to express or ex- 
plain the impacts European 
colonization have had on the 
Black Hills as a natural eco- 
system and as a sacred land to 
the Great Sioux Nation and 
countless other indigenous 
tribes. I asked her to write an 
article because I felt that she 
could express the real trouble 
facing the Black Hills, that of 
colonization perpetuated not 
only by the forces that seek to 
destroy the Black Hills eco- 
system for profit, but also 
by our movement, which 
oftentimes forgets (or more 
often denies) the connection 
between indigenous suffering 
and ecological suffering. 

Yet, as important as her 
voice is to today's efforts to 
decolonize the land as well as 
ourselves, and to ultimately 
end, once and for all, the Eu- 
ropean-spawned ecocide, you 
chose to sideline and censor 
her voice. As 1 
sent you 
her ar- 
t i c 1 e bWL ("The Black 
Hills are Still Sa- 

c r e d " ) alongwith 

mine ("Pro- 
phetic Fire on 

the Black 
Hills"), 
you gave 
me the im- 
pression her 
voice was valued in its 
entirety and that every 


eg 
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one of her 
words would be printed 
alongside mine. Instead, you 
cut many pieces out of her 
article and positioned it in 


such a way that only 
downplayed its significance. 
Rather than being placed in 
the position of importance and 
relevance that it deserved, her 
article was printed as a block 
inside of mine and given barely 
enough space to be noticed. 
Most disturbing though, is that 
you did not even contact me or 
my friend to see if the edits to 
her article were appropriate or 
acceptable, yet you contacted 
me several times to go over 
edits to my article. 

While I want to believe an 
honest mistake was made, it 
is difficult to believe that an 
indigenous person's voice 
was mistakenly sidelined 
and edited while a white 
person's voice was not re- 
stricted in the least. I truly 
believe these actions are en- 
tirely indicative of a colo- 
nial blindness that many of 
us continue to be inflicted 
by and that only perpetu- 
ates genocide. This oversight 
is a perfect example of how 
far our movement has to go 
in overcoming our colonial 
past and in deconstructing 
our own white privilege, 
which leads us to ignore the 
relationship between indig- 
enous suffering and ecologi- 
cal destruction. If we do not 
value the voices of indig- 
enous peoples enough to 
recognize the importance 
and relevancy of their words 
to our struggles, then we can- 
not even begin to talk about 
ending 510 years of geno- 
cide and the ecocide we now 
face today. 

Please do not take this as an 
insult or as an affront to the 
incredible work y'all do. I re- 
ally value the opportunity to 
read the Journal, and I am 
greatly appreciative of the fact 
that you contacted me to pro- 
vide an article. I also appreci- 
ate the fact that you sent me 
a copy. 

Our colonial ignorance 
or oversight is something 
many of us are struggling 
with, including myself, and 
I feel that it must be ad- 
dressed, deconstructed and 
banished forever. 

— Jeremy Nichols 


Dear Jeremy, 

Please note that I am writing 
on behalf of the Journal collec- 
tive and where it says "we" it’s 
a collective viewpoint and any- 
thing else is my opinion or the 
opinion of the name attached to 
the sentence. 

Thanks for your feedback. 
The Journal collective has 
spent the last few days dis- 
cussing your comments 
which are of serious concern 
to us. 

I volunteered to write this 
letter because I did the layout 
and the last minute cuts to 
Charmaine's article. Turtle, 
Samantha, Puck and I did the 
original editing of the article 
which included the majority 
of the cuts that Charmaine 
had approved. 

1 apologize for not making 
an effort to contact Charmaine 
during layout to get her ap- 
proval of the last minute 
changes. This was an error in 
judgment. At the time, I felt 
Charmaine's article still read 
very strongly and that her 
main points on European op- 
pression of the Oglalas and 
the Black Hills were still there. 
As your letter shows, she 
doesn’t agree and felt her voice 
was totally lost. 

This letter has gone through 
many versions. Up until last 
night, I was missing one very 
important part of the critique. 
My understanding of how this 
wasn't just a simple case of 
oversight is growing. 

I think Turtle, Samantha 
and 1 all are aware of and 
regret our European-Ameri- 
can ancestry of oppression 
and genocide. At first, I didn't 
think that needed to be said, 
that it was just a given. The 
EF! Journal and the environ- 
mental movement have a 
racist history that this col- 
lective and others are trying 
to address and change. This 
all womyn collective (a first 
for the Journal) in particular 
intends to include environ- 
mental justice issues, whereas 
some of our readers feel that 
is inappropriate for the Jour- 
nal. We see most issues of 
oppression as intricately 
linked. We have a lot of work 
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to do and much to learn. We 
are actively reaching out to 
writers of color. I think where 
we are lacking the most 
though is how to reach out 
to those communities in a 
way that doesn't tokenize or 
co-opt their struggles, as well 
as being a supportive forum 
for their voices. 

1 now understand how 
Charmaine's openess toward 
writing for the Journal was 
an offering that was precious 
and should have been nur- 
tured. I treated her article 
like any other article when 
instead, I should have 
made extra effort to not 
only get back to her with the 
last minute cuts but to take 
it further. From the begin- 
ning, we all felt it was im- 
portant to print Charmaine's 
article, so it makes me even 
sadder to have had it come 
out this way. 

I can see how it could come 
across in the layout and the 
last minute edits that it was 
just colonial journalism and 
that we weren't really seri- 
ous about building alliances. 

I can honestly say that 
wasn't my intention, but 1 
can also see now how view- 
ing her article as a sidebar to 
yours was detrimental. 
When we came to that con- 
clusion it would have been 
the perfect opportunity to 
ask her if she was comfort- 
able with that. Or, we could 
have made hers the main 
piece and asked to excerpt 
from yours as a sidebar to 
address the other aspects of 
concern in the Black Hills. 
Such considerations will cer- 
tainly be in our minds as we 
work on future issues. 

The Journal collective 
hopes you both will con- 
tinue to write for the Journal 
in the future and sees this 
discussion as a move toward 
clearer communication. 

Sincerely, 

— Sprig 


Dear Sprig, 

Thank you for your apol- 
ogy. 1 really appreciate it. By 
this apology then you are 
starting to become aware of 


more things about your 
own thinking. 

1 have had this kind of 
thing happen to me so often 
that, when I received your 
first edits, I knew that this 
was going to happen. I would 
not have said anything to 
you. We all owe a debt of 
gratitude to Jeremy, who will 
receive this, because his sense 
of justice opened this sad 
situation up so it could be 
healed. As this has hap- 
pened to me so much, as a 
Native American let alone as 
a person of color (and I am 
brown), and as a writer try- 
ing to share our knowledge 
and our perspective with the 
dominant society (14 years), 

I usually don't say anything 
about edits because I know it 
is futile from my past experi- 
ences. No one listens 
to Native American 
people unless we say 
what they want us to 
say. Consequently, a 
lot of wisdom is lost. 

So I'm glad this time 
someone, Jeremy, opened 
this up. 

You said something in your 
email and I quote it here: 

"I know it is hard to trust a 
people that has continuously 
made promises that they didn't 
ever intend to keep and then 
murdered, starved and enslaved 
those they made the promises 
to. I would like to forget this 
part of my ancestry, but I know 
its a burden I must bear if I am 
going to be any different." 

The sad part is that this is 
still being carried on today. It 
is not just your ancestors. It is 
happening today. It is easy to 
say "ancestors" because then 
time seems to make it farther 
away, but that is not the case. 
We are still being oppressed, 
murdered, starved and en- 
slaved today by the same US 
government that started this. 
The means or methods are 
different than in the 1800s, 
but the ends are the same. 

I'll give you an example. 
The Federal Surface Transpor- 
tation Board (FSTB) has given 
permission for the building 
of a railroad track along the 
last pristine grassland area in 


the US, the Buffalo Gap Na- 
tional Grasslands, to haul 
coal to the East Coast. This 
will also allow for the haul- 
ing of hazardous wastes to 
our reservation by the empty 
coal trains on their return 
trip. We have tried to warn 
everyone along the line that 
hauling hazardous wastes to 
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dumped 

on our reservation 
will endanger every- 
one along the line 
from the Missis- 
sippi River in Min- 
nesota through the 
entire state of South Da- 
kota. But that doesn’t 
seem to bother any 
one, including 

IpL 


no access for our spirits to be 
nourished by the Hills or to 
even pick the medicines we 
need from the Hills. We were 
denied religious freedom 
until 1978, just 24 years ago. 
One of our most sacred 
places in the Black Hills is a 
tourist trap run by the na- 
tional parks. We don't have 
ceremonies there anymore. 
People can die because their 
spirits starve also. People can 
die from hopelessness. 
Sometimes they drink them- 
selves to death. So the means 
are different, but the 
, r n end is the same. 








the FSTB. 
So, will it grab 
more peoples’ 
attention if we fight instead 
for all the plants, animals, 
fish and birds who will be 
destroyed in the grasslands? 
Yes. People will fight to have 
the railroad stopped for the 
environment, but not be- 
cause it will hurt Sioux 
people on the Pine Ridge Res- 
ervation. The means are dif- 
ferent. But the end is still 
the same; it’s still genocide. 
This is one of the reasons 
why I helped Congressman 
Pallone with a new Grass- 
lands as Wilderness Bill (HR 
5489) to save the Grasslands 
and to try to protect my tribe. 

We recently formed a new 
group called Defenders of the 
Black Hills. All of us who are 
Native American who were at 
the meeting, whether from 
Canada or Oklahoma, were 
there because of the sacred- 
ness of the Hills. Our people 
are also dying because we have 


I don't mean 
to be preach- 
ing, but I think 
Jeremy under- 
stands what I'm 
trying to say. I 
think that is 
why he was dis- 
tressed by what 
happened. Again, 
I am thankful 
for his opening 
this up. 

Now maybe 
we can con- 
tinue together as 
people trying 
to help the 
Earth. We, along 
with Indigenous people all 
over the globe, lived with 
our Mother and Grand- 
mother Earth, not in domi- 
nation of Her. However, 
European-American religion 
(Christianity and Judaism) 
states "in dominion over 
the Earth," so some of us 
understand why the domi- 
nant culture does not 
respect the Earth. She is 
not a person to the domi- 
nant society, just as women 
were not "persons" for a 
long time. 

I think that some envi- 
ronmentalists see part of this 
but don't understand or 
know the whole thing. I 
would like to help broaden 
that understanding. 

Thank you again for your 
apology. I would like to try 
to continue to submit articles 
to you. 

Sincerely, 

— Charmaine White Face 
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Russian Ecodefense! 


by Vladimir Slivyak 

During the past 13 years, Ecodefense! has established a 
network that works on environmental issues throughout 
Russia and the former Soviet Union — with chapters in 
Kaliningrad, Moscow, Voronezh and Dresden, East Ger- 
many. No compromise in defense of the Earth's ecosys- 
tems is the network's leading principle. 



Nuclear waste ? No, Thanks! 


The core of Ecodefensel's work is to stop the spread of 
dangerous nuclear technologies favored by the Russian gov- 
ernment. The only publication in Russia that reports on 
anti-nuclear protests and the nuclear industry's activities is 
"Anti- Atom Press, " a national electronic newsletter produced 
by Ecodefense!. Recently, Ecodefense! also started the anti- 
nuclear news agency, "Antiatom.ru," which helps the anti- 
nuclear movement spread its message to the mass media. 

Nonviolent direct actions are an important part of 
Ecodefensel's anti-nuclear campaign, in addition to educa- 
tional events and training activists from other groups on 
how to organize successful actions and campaigns. During 
the last six years, Ecodefense! has organized annual anti- 
nuclear camps near nuclear facilities where local activists 
have needed help. 

This Summer, the camp took place in Siberia, near 
Russia's largest nuclear waste storage facility. One hundred 
activists from nearly 60 organizations exchanged news and 
campaign knowledge, conducted trainings and organized 
a nonviolent protest action in Krasnoyarsk — where nuclear 
waste has been transported across the country and stored 
for many years. 

In the past four years, Ecodefense! has also been initiat- 
ing and coordinating dozens of actions against the import 
and transportation of nuclear waste to Russia. During an 
inter-regional protest in November 2001, activists in seven 
cities protested the transportation of nuclear waste by 
successfully blocking the Trans-Siberian Railroad. 

The Russian nuclear industry is weakening. Importing 
waste is an indispensable source of income, and killing this 
source would bring the industry to a dead end. Ecodefense! 
participated in a nationwide referendum aimed at stopping 


these nuclear waste imports. In 2001, a large coalition of 
groups collected more than two million signatures in support 
of the national vote. However, Russian authorities rejected 
these signatures and prevented the referendum, allowing the 
nuclear industry to survive. 

The level of opposition to nuclear waste import is very 
high in Russia, and Ecodefense! works intensively to 
involve more groups and citizens in the anti-nuclear 
movement. These actions are effective. Since legislation 
allowing the import of nuclear waste to Russia was ap- 
proved, the Russian Ministry of Atomic Power has been 
unable to sign any new contracts for waste import. Several 
countries have already indicated that they are unwilling to 
send nuclear waste to Russia because public opposition is 
so high. 

Another successful example of campaigning exists in 
Kaliningrad, near the Baltic Sea, where Ecodefense! is also 
involved in local campaigns to defend forests and rivers. Since 
1 996, it has prevented large-scale logging in the region and has 
forced the local parliament to adopt a new strategy for better 
protection of the nature parks. In 1 999, Ecodefense! prevented 
construction of an oil reprocessing plant in Kaliningrad. 
Earlier it stopped a proposed nuclear plant. At the same time, 
Ecodefense! helped to establish Russia's largest wind-powered 
plant in Kaliningrad. Some activists also intensively work to 
promote environmental education in schools. 

In Voronezh, in the central part of Russia, Ecodefense! 
has focused on resisting capitalist globalization and ge- 
netically modified products, as well as preventing the 
construction of new nuclear reactors in the region. In the 
early 1990s, activists successfully stopped construction of 
a nuclear reactor in the city and are now resisting new 
attempts to finish it. 

Vladimir Slivyak is a founder and organizer of Ecodefense! . 

Boycott LUKOIL/Getty 

In Kaliningrad, Ecodefense! has launched a new cam- 
paign to prevent oil drilling in the Baltic Sea by Russia's 
largest oil producer: LUKOIL. LUKOIL is a multina- 
tional corporation making nearly $13 billion a year. Oil 
drilling is proposed to take place 1 4 miles from "Curonian 
Spit,” a national park that includes a United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization World 
Heritage site. Even a small oil spill would totally destroy 
this unique ecosystem. 

Ecodefense! is building an international coalition to 
resist this plan. It is calling for a boycott of LUKOIL 
products worldwide and is appealing to US activists for 
help. Russian LUKOIL owns US-based Getty Petroleum 
Marketing Inc., which has gasoline stations across the 
US. Please help us by organizing a boycott of Getty. 

For more information, contact Ecodefense!, POB 
1477, Kaliningrad, 236000; (0112) 44-84-43; 
ecodefense@online.ru. 
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Free Grigory Pasko! 

Environmental Political Prisoner 


by Jessie Bhangoo 

Journalist and environmental defender, Grigory Pasko, 
became a political prisoner when he was imprisoned for 
exposing an environmental crime in eastern Russia. 

As a military reporter for Boyevaya Vakhta (Battle Watch), 
the newspaper of the Russian Pacific Fleet, Pasko filmed and 
reported on the Russian Navy's illegal dumping of nuclear 
waste into the Sea of Japan. His articles were published in 
Russian and Japanese newspapers and his film, Extra-danger- 
ous Zone, aired in both countries as well. According to Pasko's 
reports, the toxic material dumped off the coast of Vladivostok 
endangered the people living in coastal Russia, Japan and 
other nearby countries. Pasko, a captain in the Russian Navy, 
also exposed corruption within the Russian Pacific Fleet's 
higher military command. 

In November 1997, Federal Security Service (FSB) agents 
arrested Pasko at the Vladivostok airport. Pasko was 
returning from an officially sanctioned trip to Japan. FSB 
accused Pasko of passing classified information to Japa- 
nese "agents" and charged him with espionage, treason 
and revealing state secrets. Human rights groups felt that 
these charges violated Pasko's right to freedom of expres- 
sion guaranteed by Article 19 of the Universal Declara- 
tion of Human Rights. 

Although officials admitted 
thatall of the information Pasko 
possessed was already in the 
public domain, they claimed 
that publishing the series of 
articles and broadcasting the 
television programs during a 
three-year period posed a threat 
to national security. Ironically, 
in Russia it is against the law to 
withhold information about en- 
vironmental dangers that may 
threaten human life. The espionage and treason charges were 
dropped, but in July 1999, Pasko was convicted of "abuse of 
office" and sentenced to three years in prison. Under a nation- 
wide amnesty, however, he was immediately released. 

But Pasko's case was not over. The FSB and the military 
prosecutor of the Russian Pacific Fleet appealed the dis- 
missal of the treason charge, and the Russian Supreme 
Court's Military Collegium agreed to a retrial. 

On December 25, 2001, a military court sentenced Pasko 
to four years of hard labor for the crime of high treason. 
Almost the entire trial was held in secret, making it difficult 
to determine the fairness of the proceedings. Pasko was 
convicted on the basis of a secret military decree, even 
though the Russian constitution forbids such application 
to criminal cases. Both parties appealed the decision. 
Meanwhile, Pasko remained in detention. 

In the second appeal, which was also held secretly, most 
of the charges were dropped. However, the court still 


believed that Pasko's reports compromised the effective- 
ness of the Russian Pacific Fleet. On June 25, the Russian 
Supreme Court's Military Collegium upheld the previous 
decision by the military court, 
despite the fact that some of 
the prosecution's material 
may have been obtained by 
illegal eavesdropping. 

On July 4, the European Par- 
liament formally requested 
that President Vladimir Putin 
release Pasko immediately. On 
September 5, the Green Group 
of the European Parliament 
nominated Pasko for the 
Sakharov Prize, which honors 
those who promote human 
rights and freedom and who oppose persecution and injus- 
tice. Previous winners include South African President Nelson 
Mandela and exiled Burmese leader Aung San Suu Kyi. 

These actions did not sway the Russian officials, how- 
ever. On September 10, Pasko was sent to the labor camp 
and is scheduled to remain there until April 25, 2004. 

On September 24, evidence surfaced that proves the 

secret military decree the 
government used to convict 
Pasko had been canceled in 
February. Unfortunately, 
this will not lead to Pasko's 
freedom. Ivan Pavlov, 
Pasko’s lawyer, fumed: "It's 
a totally absurd situation. It 
means you can issue a de- 
cree, convict someone on 
the basis of it, then right 
after the conviction cancel 
the decree." 

Pasko's defense team has filed a supervisory appeal that 
would allow them to file another complaint with the Supreme 
Court chairman. If the chairman accepts the appeal, 15 judges 
would hear it in court and would vote on Pasko's freedom. 

To protest the treatment of Pasko, write to President of 
the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin, The Kremlin, Mos- 
cow, Russian Federation; 7 095 206 8510 (fax); 
president@kremlin . ru. 

To send letters to Grigory Pasko, write to Russian Federa- 
tion, 690 100 g. Vladivostok, ul. Ivanovskaya 2, kv 24. 

For more information, visit web.amnesty.org/web/ 
content. nsf/pages/gbrpasko; www.bellona.no. 

Jessie Bhangoo presents audio reports on human rights issues 
for radio airplay in Tucson, Arizona. Past episodes can be found 
at www.radio4all.net under the series "Human Rights Radio." 
This article contains information found in official news releases 
from Amnesty International, Greenpeace and Environmental 
Foundation Bellona. 


As a military reporter for Boyevaya 
Vakhta (Battle Watch) , the newspaper 
of the Russian Pacific Fleet, Pasko 
filmed and reported on the Russian 
Navy’s illegal dumping of nuclear waste 
into the Sea of Japan. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them! 


Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Summer Nelson was released after 
serving three months for a School of 
the Americas demonstration. 

•Emma "Pitch" Murphy-Ellis, 
Namarta "Tortoise" Dosanjh and "Mike 
D" (Michael McMullin) received "no 
complaint" status for felony charges 
following their arrests at a protest op- 
posing the Borg Timber Sale in Oregon. 
"No complaint" means that their cases 
are not currently being pursued, but the 
state has two years to prosecute them. 

•Mike D is still being held in Wash- 
ington County Jail on a probation 
violation. Michael McMullin, #02- 
13167, Washington County Jail, 215 
SW Adams MS33, Hillsboro, OR 97213, 
USA. For updates on his case, contact 
Cascadia Forest Alliance, POB 4946, 
Portland, OR 97208, USA; (503) 241- 
4879; cfa@spiritone.com. 

•Camilo Viveiros, the Republican 
National Convention protester who is 
being charged with assault of a police 
officer, could be facing 15-60 years in 
prison. For more information or to 
make a donation, contact Friends of 
Camilo, POB 23169, Providence, RI 
02903; www.friendsofcamilo.org. 

•Sherman Austin, webmaster of 
www.raisethefist.com, pled guilty to 
felony charges for distributing infor- 
mation relating to explosives. If he 
goes to trial and is convicted, he could 
face 3-4 years in prison. For more 
information, contact the Long Beach 
Anarchist Defense Committee, 684 
Redondo, Long Beach, CA 90814, 
USA; (562) 434-6934. 

Ecodefense 

•Dr. Yuri Bandazhevsky, Ul. 
Kalvarijskaya 36, POB 35K, Minsk 
220600, Belarus. Serving eight years for 
telling the world that the nuclear radia- 
tion around Chernobyl is worse than 
what the government had reported. 

•Marco Camenish, Hornlistrasse 55, 
8330 Pfaffikon, Switzerland. Extradited 
to Switzerland to serve 10 years for 
destroying nuclear facility powerlines 
in the 1970s and '80s. 

• Inaki Garcia Koch, Carcel de 
Pamplona, C/San Roque, Apdo. 
250,3 1080 — Irunez — Pamplona, 
Navarra, Spain. Serving five years for 
sabotaging a dam construction site. 


•Craig "Critter" Marshall, #13797662, 
SRCI, 777 Stanton Blvd, Ontario, OR 
97914, USA. Serving five-and-a-half 
years for conspiracy to commit arson 
and possession of incendiary devices to 
torch SUVs. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC 
Carswell, POB 27137, Fort Worth, TX 
76127, USA. Serving 27 years for dis- 
arming a Minuteman II missile silo 
with a jackhammer, mailing warning 
letters to officials with bullets inside, 
robbing a bank and burning the money. 

Animal Liberation 

•Neil Bartlett, FW7083, HMP The 
Verne, Portland, Dorset, DT5 1EQ, En- 
gland. Serving four years for Earth and 
animal liberation bomb hoaxes. 



•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP Bir- 
mingham, B18 4AS, England. Serving 
three years for assaulting the managing 
director of Huntingdon Life Sciences. 
Also serving 18 months for rescuing 
600 guinea pigs from a lab supplier. 

•Rae Newlands, GN661 3, HMP Win- 
chester, Romsey Rd, Winchester, S022 
5DF, England. Serving four-and-a-half 
years for harassment of Huntingdon 
Life Sciences' shareholders. 

•Peter Schnell, #99476-111, FCI 
Otisville, POB 1000, Otisville, NY 
10963, USA. Serving 14 months for 
assembling incendiary devices with 
the intent to later target dairy trucks. 

•Geert Waegemans, Gevangenis 
Hoogstraten, Gelnelstraat 131,2320 
Hoogstraten, Belgium. Serving four 
years for attempted arson. 

•Matthew Whyte, #99477-111, 
TCI, POB 7001 , Taft, CA 93268, USA. 


Serving 24 months for same action 
as Peter Schnell. 

Anti-Globalization 

•Rob Middaugh, #6859467, POB 
5000, Delano, CA 93216-5000, USA. 
Serving three years for his involvement 
in the Mayday 200 1 Reclaim the Streets 
celebrations in Long Beach, California. 

•Robert Thaxton, #12112716, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
Serving a seven-year mandatory mini- 
mum sentence for throwing a rock at 
a cop at a 1999 Eugene, Oregon, Re- 
claim the Streets protest. 

Indigenous 

•Eric Wildcat Hall, #BL-5355, Unit 
I/A 10745 Rt 18, Albion, PA 16475- 
0002, USA. Serving 35-75 years for 
helping ship arms to Central Ameri- 
can indigenous activists. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 
1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA. 
An American Indian Movement activ- 
ist, Leonard is serving life in prison 
after being framed for the murder of 
two FBI agents during the Pine Ridge 
siege in 1975. 

MOVE 

The "MOVE 9," members of an eco- 
revolutionary group, were framed for the 
murder of a cop and sentenced to 30 to 
100 years each. Although many of the 
MOVE prisoners are listed together, they 
must be written to separately. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet 
Holloway Africa, #006308 and Janine 
Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 45 1 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge 
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973 and 
Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 
19426-0244, USA. 

• Edward Goodman Africa, 
#AM4974, SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea 
Road, Frackville, PA 17931, USA. 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984 
and Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, 
SCI Dallas, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 
18612, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 1 75 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Mumia, a politically 
active journalist, was framed for the 
murder of a cop in 1981. 
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Let’s Get Free 


"In my lifetime, I have witnessed an 
onslaught against the inhabitants of this 
world led by the greed of the industrialized 
nations. It is my belief that the oppression 
of people is rooted in the oppression and 
exploitation of nature. 

"I believe it is time for a serious re- 
evaluation of human priorities. No longer 
can we separate ourselves from wild na- 
ture, pretending 
that technology 
will keep us safe 
and intact. We 
must accept and 
embrace the fact 
that we, too, are 
part of the natural 
life cycle, not 
above it. 

"I struck back." 

—Jeffrey Luers, 
from Let's Get Free 

Let's Get Free — 

A Zine About Jeff 
"Free" Luers: Earth 
Defender, Anar- 
chist and Political 
Prisoner is a com- 
pilation of articles, 
poems, artwork, 
interviews and letters that chronicle 
both Free’s case and experiences since 
he ignited a fire underneath three SUVs 
at a Eugene, Oregon, car dealership in 


June 2000. For this crime against prop- 
erty, Free was convicted of 11 felony 
charges with no possibility of parole 
and is currently serving his sentence of 
22 years and eight months. 

Let's Get Free is not only a compre- 
hensive introduction to Free's case but 
also to larger issues such as sabotage 
and political prisoner support. Al- 
though much of the zine consists of 


reprinted materials, Let's Get Free is an 
excellent resource for folks who haven't 
been following Free's case from the 
beginning and who want to know more. 

For many, the cases of Free and 
Craig "Critter" Marshall — who is also 
serving time for conspiracy to com- 
mit the same arson and possession 
of incendiary devices — have been 
landmark events 
in the ecodefense 
struggle. They 
each are respected 
members of the 
environmental 
community as 
well as powerful 
examples of per- 
sonal sacrifice and 
commitment to 
stop environmen- 
tal devastation 
by physically de- 
stroying instru- 
ments of ecocide. 
It is vital that 
every one of us 
continue to sup- 
port ecological po- 
litical prisoners 
not as fallen martyrs but as active 
members in the struggle for Earth lib- 
eration. Some ways to support Free 
include writing to him, sending him 
books and zines ( Let's Get 
Free lists the mail regula- 
tions for Oregon state pris- 
ons), as well as contributing 
to his legal defense and col- 
lege education funds. 

"I've been given a forum 
to help radicalize people, to 
bring the dire situation our 
planet and we are in to the 
attention of those who 
would normally choose to 
ignore it," says Free. Let's 
Get Free is one of those forums. 

To send letters tojeffrey "Free" Luers, 
write to #13797671, OSP, 2605 State 
St, Salem, OR 97310. 

To order a copy of Let's Get Free, send 
five dollars to Free's Defense Network, 
POB 50263, Eugene, OR 97405; 
howl_for_freedom@yahoo.com or to Break 
the Chains, POB 11331, Eugene, OR 
97440; breakthechains02@yahoo.com. 



Silence 

by Free 

Trapped in walls 
Imprisoned by lies 
living in a world that’s blind 
to suffering 
to suffering 
See no evil 
Hear no evil 
SPEAK NO EVIL 
Be blind 
Be deaf 
Be silent 
BE SILENT! 

If you don’t have something nice to say 
Don’t say anything at all 
We don’t talk about things that are 
unpleasant. 

Rape, 

we don’t talk about that 
Starving children! 

Shhh! 

Genocide, mass murder, nuclear war, 
SHUT UP! 

Global warming, poisoned water, 
poisoned air, 

ENOUGH! 

1 DON’T WANT TO HEAR ANYMORE! 
Toxic soil, dying species, extinction 
1 don’t believe you... 

I don’t believe you... 

I don’t want to believe you. 

It changes everything. 

You just need the right anti-depressants. 
I’m comfortable. 

I’m safe. 

EVERYTHING’S JUST FINE... 
Trapped in walls 
Imprisoned by lies 
Happy in a world that’s blind 
to suffering 
to suffering. 
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“I’ve been given a forum to help 
radicalize people, to bring the dire 
situation our planet and we are in 
to the attention of those who would 
normally choose to ignore it.” 



Arc you organizing an event that you think people around the world should know about? Send your 
announcements to the Earth First! Journal. Upcoming deadlines: November 1 • January 1. 
Earth First! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 



SPEAKING TRUTH 
TO POWER LEGAL 
DEFENSE FUND 

The Speaking Truth to Power Defense 
Fund was formed in the wake of federal 
indictments brought against four Oregon 
forest activists in August (see EF!J Sep- 
tember-October 2002). It has been es- 
tablished to defray the expenses incurred 
by those targeted by the Portland Joint 
Terrorism Task Force (PJTTF). 

The PJTTF has a consistent record of spying on and harassing law- 
abiding, nonviolent activists working for change through legal chan- 
nels. Many view these indictments as one more example of the PJTTF 
attempting to justify its unconstitutional existence. 

The defense fund seeks to protect the civil rights of defendants in 
cases where the investigation, arrest, evidence gathering or other issues 
threaten the integrity of their constitutional rights. All contributions 
go directly toward paying legal expenses. 

For more information, contact the Speaking Truth to Power Defense 
Fund, truth2power@griffinsforge.com. Donations can be sent to the 
National Lawyers Guild, 125 NE 83rd, Portland, OR 97220. Checks 
should have the notation "STTP Defense Fund" in the memo line. 



The 2003 FT! Organizers' ( '.onfereiice will he 
held in Central California in February. I he 
commit tee is asking for suggestions that will 
help provide direction for the event. For 
more information, contact SCF.F!, I’OH 344, 
Santa Cruz, CA 95061; cnizef@cruzio.com. 


Arrested for Peace? 



The Nuclear Resister reports news of 
anti-war and anti-nuclear arrests in ^ 

North America and around the world. 

As the US threatens massive escalation [I] 
of the war against Iraq, the Resister 
anticipates more protests and arrests. 

Your help is needed. Please send 
any news of anti-war or anti-nuclear arrests in 
your area. If you were arrested, send your story 
and what you know of your legal status and 
any others arrested. 

For more information, contact The Nuclear 
Resister, POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733; (520) 
323-8697; www.nonviolence.org/nukeresister. 


Big Mountain Thanksgiving 

November 22-December 2 

Food and Supply Run 

Clan Dyken, a band from Northern California, is preparing to 
embark on a series of benefit shows to raise funds and awareness for 
the annual Thanksgiving Food and Supply Run to the Navajo 
people resisting US-sponsored and corporate-driven relocation from 
Big Mountain. 

This year, Clan Dyken is asking friends and concerned individuals 
to help raise funds. People can help by attending and promoting a 
local show, holding a garage or bake sale, gathering up some good 
food to send, holding an art auction or by joining the caravan (trucks 
are needed) and helping in work parties on the land. 

The caravan will be leaving Wilseyville, California, on November 
22. It will be at Big Mountain by November 26. 

For more information about this or other support caravans to Big 
Mountain, to volunteer or to send donations, contact Clan Dyken, 
POB 101, Wilseyville, CA 95257; mgp@cal.net. 
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W-WJ PLEASE POST & DISTRIBUTE 

Wilderness First Responder 


emergency medical training for activists 


PORTLAND, OREGON • FEBRUARY 21 - MARCH 3, 2003 



Emergency medical training is an essential 
addition to every activist’s toolkit and a great contribu- 
tion to every action and campaign. Wilderness First Re- 
sponse (WFR) is defined as emergency medical care 
more than an hour away from definitive medical treat- 
ment. WFR certification is the best emergency medical 
training for activists, because you learn to treat a wide 
range of injuries with a minimum of equipment. 

A 10-day, 76-hour WFR Training 

(including Red Cross CPR-PRO certification) gives you 



the knowledge and skills to deal with most outdoor 
emergencies. You’ll learn to assess for spinal or head 
injuries; stabilize and evacuate serious trauma; recognize 
and treat heat stroke, hypothermia and other common 
backcountry threats to health; splint a broken limb; 
irrigate and treat a wound; and be more calm and focused 
in high-stress situations. 


“Before the training, 

I couldn’t do much 
more than apply 
bandaids 

and call 9-1-1. Now I 
can effectively 
organize and 
coordinate a full 
rescue or deal 
effectively with a 
major trauma.” 

— a 2001 graduate 


Daily scenarios will incorporate unusual 
circumstances activists might confront. Supplemental 
trainings (not required for WFR certification) will 
include street medic techniques, including chemical 
weapon decontamination protocols, herbal first aid and 
health support. 

Class size is limited to 30 people. 


First Lead trainer Peter Muckerman 


for information, please write: 

MASHH Collective 

POB 42566, Portland, OR 97242 

mashh@wildrockies.org 


THE FINE PRINT: Course tuition is $500, which includes substantial training 
materials and some good books. We encourage applicants to organize sponsors. 
A $250 deposit is required by December 15, with the balance due the first day of 
the training. The MASHH collective is sponsoring the training as a service to 
the movement. 
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" Our Way or the Highway is a compelling and gripping account of 
.,p. , remarkable citizen activism from the perspective of a seasoned and 

/ / tKv'if i— ■ oSvr'C- assured journalist." — Winona LaDuke 

" I started learning how I'd been lied to all my life. A lightbulb went on 
in my head. On Monday, I didn't go back to work. I went to the Free 
State, it changed my whole life." — Meaghan, protester, from Our Way 
| or the Highway 

1 ^' Construction plans for the reroute of Highway 55 through south 

Minneapolis sparked an environmental movement that pitted activists 
against public authorities. Fueled by idealism and anger, a diverse coali- 
1 1 tion of Native Americans, neighborhood residents, and young anarchists 
p’ banded together to try to stop the highway expansion. Beginning in 
i 1998, this group sustained protests for more than a year and eventually 
faced an unprecedented show of force by law enforcement. 

|§ $16.95 Paper ISBN 0-8166-3905-1 
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links compatible, socially conscious 
singles who care about 
the Earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • AH Ages 
Straight/Gay • Since 1984 

FREE SAMPLE 

Box 444-EF, Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
® 413-445-6309 
www.concernedsingles.com 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal 


...the radical environmental journal 


It You re Concerned About 
the Future of Our Planet.. 


You Should Be Reading 


A criou Update ?!? 

That’s right, with the EF! Journal switching to bimonthly, 
we think the time has come for a monthly newsletter, an 
“action update.” The Earth First! Action Update (North 
American edition) would present news of radical direct 
action in defense of the Earth and the critters that live here. 
What do you think? We plan on running the first one as a 
blankwall in the Brigid (Feb. 2) issue of the EF.'J, and we 
would like your input. Please send articles, artwork and 
ideas, and, heck, some money would be swell. Contact us 
atEFIAU, POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440; mpg@efn.org. 


ASHEVILLE GLOBAL REPORT 


Subscriptions: $40/yr. (52 issues) 
or $25/6 mo. (26 issues) 

Or return this coupon for a 
free sample issue 

Asheville Global Report 
PO Box 1504, Asheville, NC 28802 

Name: 

Address: 


• - magazine 

you have no idea 

what you’re missing. 

find out now ... 
subscribe for $18 to receive 
six issues of Clamor Magazine 
PO Box 1225 

Bowling Green, OH 43402 

view archives and subscribe online: 

www.clamorfD3gazine.org 


BIOLOGICAL 

Diversity 


Protecting endangered species and wild places through 
science, policy, education and environmental law. 

WWW.BIOLOGICALDIVERSITY.ORG 

P.O. Box 710, Tucson, AZ 85702-0710 
(520) 623-5252 
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City, State, Zip+4. 
Tel. 


.Country. 


Email. 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription O $40 Surface Mail, International 

O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

O $40 First Class O $50 Air Mail, International 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope (US $, no foreign checks) 

O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ DONATION 

O Send me a free 20th anniversary issue of the Journal with my subscription 


Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 


Credit Card Orders 
# 


circle one: Visa / MC 
Exp. date 
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^)Earth First! Directory 


ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 

POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Flagstaff Activist Network 
POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
(928) 213-9507; flagact@infomagic.net 
Phoenix EF! 

2238 N 24th St, Phoenix, AZ 85008 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio 
POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@Cruzio.com 
Slingshot 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 93107 
(707) 523-1229 
COLORADO 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 

Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 

Wilderness Defense 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435-0101 

FLORIDA 

Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
Lake Worthless EF! 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 547-6686; littleprincel@juno.com 

Gainesville/Ichetucknee EF! 

c/o CMC, 1021 W University Ave, 

Gainesville, FL 32601 

(352) 373-0010 

Stone Soup Collective 

1020 S Orange Ave, Orlando, FL 32806 

(407) 999-7700 

GEORGIA 

Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 

foothills@katuah.org 

HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 
ILLINOIS 

Autonomous Zone 

1573 N Milwaukee PMB 420, Chicago, 

IL 60622; azone@azone.org 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 
(773) 258-0575; friends@enteract.com 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S Illinois Ave, Carbondale, IL 62901 
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(618) 549-7387; harvest827@aol.com 
The Brokedowns/Elgin Food Not Bombs 
308 South St #15, Elgin, IL 60123 
(847) 931-9054; 

thebrokedowns@thebrokedowns.com 

INDIANA 

Boxcar Books and Commmunity Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, 

IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
Kekionga EF! 

1015 W Creighton St, Fort Wayne, IN 46807 
Solidarity Books 

860 Virginia Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46203 
(317) 822-8004; solidaritybooks@yahoo.com 
KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
(913) 461-8583 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

5089 Fox Hill Rd, 

Athens, ME 04912 
MARYLAND 
Two Rivers EF! 
twonverseK“dcit\'OLuselfxom 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Jon Chance 
72 Peterborough St, 

Apt 31, 

Boston, MA 02215 
(617) 859-8155 
Lawrence Grassroots 
Initiative 
c/o Berstein Book- 
store, POB 43, 

Lawrence, MA, 01642 
(978) 688-3569; 
lgi@igc.org 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, 

MA 02726 
MICHIGAN 
Lost Cause Collective 
POB 237, Marquette, MI 49855 
(906) 228-7074; 

lostcausecollective@hotmail.com 

Popular Power 

POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685 

MINNESOTA 

Boundary Waters EF! 

7908 Minnetonka Blvd, St. Louis Park, MN 55426 
(612) 719-7000; smgbecker@aol.com 
Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 580407, South St. Paul, MN 55075 
(612) 362-3387 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Loon Antics EF! 

POB 666, Cass Lake, MN 56633 

wanderingaia@onebox.com 

MISSOURI 

Confluence /St. Louis IMC 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-0322 

Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205 

(573) 443-6832 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mtn. Grove, MO 65711 


MONTANA 

Wild Rockies EF!/ WiM Rockies Review 
POB 1742, Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 549-8863; wref@wildrockies.org 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

205 N Mears, Chadron, NE 69337 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 

NEW IERSF.Y 

Green Vigilance 

46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW YORK 

Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY 13902-6000 

(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 

Project Harmony 

216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

Wetlands Preserve 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(212) 947-7744; 

adam@wetlands-preserve.org 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Croatan EF! 

POB 872, Moyock, NC 27958; 
croatanef@ziplip.com 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0847; 
katuah@buncomb.main.nc.us 
Mountain Eco-Collective 
Warren Wilson College, CPO Box #6238, 
POB 9000, Asheville, NC 28815 
Rustic Revolt 

112 Barricuda St, Moyock, NC 27958 
(252) 662-2878 
Uwharrie Earth First! 

POB 561, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
(919) 942-5205; bisonl2@wildmail.com 
NORTH DAKOTA 

Unci Maka Uonihanpo (Honor Mother Earth) 

POB 29, Ft. Yates, ND 58538 

treeeyes@westriv.com 

OHIO 

Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott, Athens, OH 45701 

home@frognet.net 

OREGON 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project/ 

End Corporate Dominance Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; cfa@spiritone.com 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@tao.ca 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 




POB 81011, 

Pittsburgh, PA 
15217 
Antoinette 
Dwinga 
POB 495, 

Carnegie, PA 
15106 

TENNESSEE 
Katuah EF!/ 

Tennessee 
Valley Faction 
POB 281, 

Chattanooga, 

TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; 
johnjERatoledsoe.net 
Katuah EF!/ 

River Faction 
2131 Riverside 
Dr, Knoxville, 

TN 37915 

zorgonus@yahoo.com 
Wild Tennessee EF! 

WildTennessee@aol.com 
TEXAS 

Dallas EF! 

POB 820872, Dallas, TX 75382 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1 Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 
VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 
VIRGINIA 
Blue Ridge EF! 

POB 1891, Charlottesville, VA 22903 
(434) 971-1553 

Direct Action Network 
POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
Olympia EF!/Cascadia Defense Network 
POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 
wildcascadia@yahoo.com 
Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
(206) 568-7110; sea-ef@scn.orj 
Shuksan Direct Action 
POB 1327, Bellingham, WA 
98227 

shuksandirect@hotmail.com 
WISCONSIN 

Liberated Zone Infoshop 
308 Nelson Hall-UWSP, 

Stevens Point, W1 54481 
Madison EF! 

POB 1042, Madison, W1 
53703 

(608) 262-9036 
WYOMING 
Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 
83014 

krstnpnt@netscape .net 
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Projects 6 Campaigns 

Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; cmo@wildrocUes.org 
Earth Liberation Front 
www.earthliberationfront.com 
Bioengineering Action Network 
ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/-ban 
North American ALF Press Office 
POB 3673, Courtenay, BC 
V9N 7P1, Canada 

(250) 703-6312; (419) 858-9065 (fax); 
naalfpo@tao.ca; www.animalliberation.net 


INTERNATIONAL 

www.eco-action.org/ef/ 

AUSTRALIA 
EF Australia 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

c/o Canopy, 7 Verge Rd, Callala Beach, 

NSW, 2540 

(61) 2-44-466-477 

CANADA 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 
Elaho EF! 

(604) 682-3269 x.6144; elaho@law.com 

CURACAO 

EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao, 

Netherlands Antilles 

599-9-4616256 (fax); falcone@fiberia.com 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@volny.cz 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10 

(420) 2-7481-0849; 2-7481-6727 (fax); 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talmah Glas (Green Earth) 

54 Avora Park, Howth, Co Dublin, Ireland 
353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com 
ENGLAND 

More than 30 Earth First! and radical ecological 
direct action groups exist in the “United Kingdom. " 
There are also a number of other anarchist/revolu- 
tionary groups and projects. For a list or for general 
news from the UK, contact 
Do or Die 

c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury PI, Brighton, East 

Sussex, BN2 2GY 

doordtp@yahoo.co.uk 

EF! Action Update 

POB 487, Norwich, NR2 3AL, 

0160- 3219811; efactionupdate@bigfoot.com 
Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds, LS7 3HB 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept. 29, 22a, Beswick St, 
Manchester, M4 7HS 

0161- 226-6814; 

mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 

FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 

71 Avjean Jaures, 92140 Clamart 


01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY 

EF! Germany c/o Manuel Lindinger 

Steinstrasse 21 DG2 Whng 5, 78467 
Konstanz, Germany 
manuel.lindinger@uni-konstanz.de 
INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok, POB 229 Patna-800 001 Bihar 
ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 
POB 4611, Tel-Aviv, 61046 
972 (0) 3 516 2349 
THE NETHERLANDS 
Groenfront! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
tel/fa x 31-84-8666018; groenfr@dds.nl 
PHILIPPINES 
EF! Philippines 

44-20 Elenita Heights, Mintal, Davao City, 8000 
POLAND 

In Defense of the Earth 

Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 
"W Obronieziemi" Dominika Baryla 
ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 91-038, Lodz 
48-42-653-38-16; goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 
RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000 

(01 12) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 

(8312) 34-32-80 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow, G4 9AB 
44 (0) 41 636 1924 
Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South St, St. Andrews, Fife, KYI 6 9Q 

01334-477411 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 
SOUTH KOREA 
Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 
82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 
SPAIN 

Environmental Workshop 
IES Xelmirez I, 15701 Santiago 
SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 
UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers ( Five local groups ) 

POB 322, Kiev 252187 

7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 (fax); 

rk@cci.glasnet.ru 

WALES 

Gwynedd & Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terr 
Bangor, Gwynedd, LL57 1AX 
01248-355821 
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Creating a Culture of Security 


Prepare for a Raid Before it Happens 
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ft,-’ . | During recent 

years, some activists 
HraP involved in organizing 

demonstrations and gatherings 
have found themselves on the wrong 
end of search warrants. Often these war- 
rants are secured on bogus grounds, and 
searches are carried out as harassment tactics. As the 
recent Royal Canadian Mounted Police raid of an Animal 
Liberation Front spokesperson's home shows (see EF!f Sep- 
tember-October 2002), even speaking out in support of 
direct action can lead to equip- 


email program should be set up on an encrypted partition), 
image archives and text documents. Wipe all free space on 
your hard drive weekly using a program such as PGP or 
Burn (for Macs); this makes retrieving data from your hard 
drive difficult if not impossible. 

• Backups, backups, backups: If you lost all your data 
tomorrow — how would you function? Your best strategy 
for getting back to work is making regular backups and 
quietly storing them with a trusted friend or in a safe 

deposit box not connected to you. Don't just back up your 
computer files, also make copies of any paper files that 
you could not live without and store them in a sealed 
envelope in a safe place. 

• Clean up your desk and filing cabinets: Ever write 
k down a password on a piece of paper and then shove it 
into a file? Ever write down a phone number of a person 
you don't want to be officially connected to? All those bits 
of paper start to add up to a lot of information after a while. 
Go through your desk and transfer that data into a secure 
place, like an encrypted disk, and then securely dispose of 
the paper. Likewise, go through filing cabinets every few 
months and pull out old phone lists, research that is no 
longer useful and anything else you don't want the police 
to get their hands on. 

• Know your home and its contents: Have you had a lot of 
roommates or traveling friends visit throughout the years? It 
is essential to clean up after someone visits or moves out, so 
you aren't storing items you don't want to be connected to. 

• Your electronic organizer and cell phone: Are all your 

phone numbers stored on 


ment and materials seizures 
that can be personally and 
organizationally disruptive. 

The following tips are 
meant to assist you in 
preparing for the worst: a 
raid on your home, office 
or infoshop. 

• Use scenarios to strategize: 
Building scenarios helps you 


Nothing can truly prepare someone for a 
full-scale invasion of privacy such as a 
raid — but taking a few of these steps will 
help ensure that you don't compromise 
your own freedom or that of others in the 
course of your activist life. 


your cell phone or palm pi- 
lot? Where would you get 
that information if the po- 
lice had a warrant to seize 
those items as well? An en- 
crypted backup zip disk 
should go along with your 
computer backups. 

• Emergency numbers and 
support: Keep a lawyer's num- 


to mentally and physically 

prepare for an event like this — though you will never be 
fully ready for an invasion of this scale. Only you know the 
work that you do and what specifics would be impacted in 
a search and seizure operation. What do you need to access 
daily that could be seized? Do you have other illegal items 
that could be used to incriminate you? Walk yourself through 
what you would do from the moment the police show up 
with a search warrant. 

• Encrypt and wipe: All files — not just those that are 
sensitive — on your computer hard drive should be en- 
crypted using a program such as PGP disk (available at 
www.pgpi.org) . This includes cache files, email (your whole 


ber on hand, as well as the 
numbers of anyone who would support you during and after 
a raid. Make sure that the people you live with know where 
they can get that information if necessary, and also that they 
know what to do in case of a raid. Most importantly, don't 
forget that you should not talk to police before, during or 
after the raid, and you should contact a lawyer for assistance 
as soon as possible. 

There are many reasons to develop security-consciousness in 
the activist community. The information provided here is an 
attempt to begin to satisfy the questions activists ask about 
computer security and overall security culture. For more infor- 
mation, visit security. tao.ca. 
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To order a} 
a friend, 
for $10 


icked, Earth First! calendar for yourself or 
card information, check or money order 
tal, FOB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. 
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BE THE NEXT ICEBERG! On November 7, the TransAtlantic Business Dialogue 
( TABD ) will meet in the luxury of the Sheraton Hotel in Chicago to discuss 
ways to wreak more TransAtlantic Business Disasters. Sink the ship! Instigate 
mutiny on the high seas of commerce! Check www.chicago.indymedia.org 
& www.azone.org/notabd/ for event information. Watery graves for the TABD! 
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